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lS[oTics  TO  Buint  McClbnachak^  &€.,  1779. 

Sir, 

A.  Comniitie  of  OoaDcil  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  sale  of  tbe 
S\up  Qeneral  Green,  will,  for  this  purpose,  meet  at  the  Library 
Toom  in  the  Btaie  boose,  to  morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon— 
li  ii\i\cb  time  and  place  jou  are  requested  to  attend. 

Wednesday,  Nov'  3, 1779  * 

B.  Medenaehan,  Mat  Irwine,  Oeorge  Henry,  Capt«  Montgomery. 


8cc*T  Matlack  to  Purchasbrs  of  Floub,  1779. 

Philad%  Nov.  3«,  1779. 
Oentlemen: 

Your  letter  of  the  27th  of  October  has  been  read  in  council,  and 
I  am  directed  to  inform  you  in  answer  to  it,  that  the  late  House  of 
Assembly  having  considered  the  subject  were  of  opinion  that  the  salt 
ought  not  to  be  deliyered  until  the  flour  should  be  brought  to  the 
city,  which  opinion  corresponds  with  tbe  Sentiments  of  the  Council, 
both  these  bodies  being  apprehensive  of  any  disappointment  on  any 
other  plan. 

I  am  with  great  respect. 

Your  most  obed*,  humble  Sery*, 

T.  M.  Sec'y. 

To  Jacob  Weaver,  Jacob  Morgan,  Jacob  Bishop  &  Mich*  Tenden- 
smith  Commissioners  for  purchasing  flour  in  Bucks  Co. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XII.,  page  155. 
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The  Commissioners  for  Salt,  to  Pkbs.  Reed,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  Commissioners  for  Salt  had  last  evenibg  under  oonsideration 
the  grievous  complaints  they  daily  meet  with  from  the  Owners  of 
the  Salt,  in  our  Possession. — ^They  remonstrated  against  us  severely 
that  they  have  been  compelled  to  give  up  their  Salt,  and  can  get  no 
money  for  it 

We  are  somewhat  affraid  a  stop  may  happen  to  be  put  to  the  ne* 
cessary  supplies  of  Salt  fov  want  of  money,  at  least  it  will  render  a 
performance  of  Duty  exceeding  dissagreeable. 

Wherefore  we  intreat  your  Excellency  will  please  put  us  in  the 
way  of  procuring  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  (formerly  ask'd  for) 
that  we  may  be  enabled  to  answer  demands  on  us  for  the  salt  al* 
ready  procured,  which  would  be  considerable  encouragement  to  do 
our  duty  with  alacrity  and  satisfaction. 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  most  Obed*  hum*'*  Serv*, 
ROB»AlTKEN,Secr'y. 

For  Commissonera. 
Directed. 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  President  of  Council. 

Philad-,  5  Nov.,  1779. 


Petition  of  Elizabeth  Ferguson  to  Council  1779. 

To  the  Hon"*  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  humble  Remonstrance  of  Eliz^^  Ferguson,  of  the  Township  of 
Horsham  Phila%  County  gentlewoman. 

Whereas  your  Petitioner  has  in  two  Petitions  to  the  hon^^*  House 
of  Assembly,  set  forth  many  reasons  which  appeared  to  her  to  be 
good  &  cogent  why  her  Estate  should  not  be  exposed  to  sale,  in  con- 
sequence of  her  Husbands  Right  bv  marriage  in  the  Premises ;  and 
said  Petitions  are  not  rejected  by  the  Hon''^*  House,  and  the  matter 
still  remains  in  a  state  of  Suspence— Your  Petitioner  humbly  hopes, 
the  Hon^**  Supreme  Executive  Council  will  be  pleased  to.  prevent 
the  Agents  of  the  County  aforesaid  putting  up  the  Efltato  to  Sale, 
while  the  thing  is  in  this  undetermined  State,  and  in  so  doing  they 
will  greatly  oblige  their  anxious  &  perplexed  Petitioner,  who  as  in 
duty  bound  shall  pray  ftc."*" 

Grame  Park,  Nov.,  b'^  1779. 

•  Bee  VoL  VI.,  p.  617. 
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BoABD  OP  War  to  Prss.  Bxxd,  1779. 

War  Office,  Nov.  6%  1779. 

i  have  been  honored  with  jour  letter  of  yesterday.  The  Mill* 
Fort  Fredrick  were  so  uneasy  &  many  of  them  so  an  governable 
as  we  received  Information  yesterday  form  GoV  Rawlins,)  those 
lad  not  of  themselves  left  the  Poet  were  sent  Home.  And  aa 
1  be  difficult  to  get  a  Militia  Onard  again  &  when  procured  they 
3t  sufficiently  to  ne  depended  upon  on  Aco'  of  their  Inconstancy 
leasineas  under  anything  like  Dibcipline,  it  is  in  contemplation 
se  a  Guard  for  that  Post  of  enlisted  Men.  Until  this  is  done 
me  Means  taken  to  set  a  constant  Guard  Co^  Rawlins  desired 
ould  not  send  on  the  Prisoners.  We  have  wrote  some  time  ago 
9V.  Johnson  proposing  the  Scheme  of  enlisting  Men  which  he 
3ves  of  but  says  he  cannot  do  anything  in  it  until  the  Meeting 
e  Assembly  which  will  be  this  Month  sometime.  When  we  hear 
e  Measures  taken  to  raise  the  Guard  we  will  do  ourselves  the 
or  to  inform  you  &  request  the  Militia  agreeable  to  your  Letter. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  Respect  &  Esteem^ 
youp  very  obed*  Serv*», 

RICHARD  PETERS. 
In  Behalf  of  the  Board. 
'xtedf 

n  the  Service  of  the  United  States. 
lis  Excellency,  President  Reed. 


Gbn.  Robbrdbau  to  Prbs.  Rbed  1779. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.,  10, 1779. 

^ermit  me  to  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  make  my  request  known  to 
Honorable  Board  of  your  Presldenoei  that  they  would  be  pleased 
}  day  to  order  me  payment  for  the  ten  hundred  pounds  of  lead, 
ivered  to  your  order  some  Months  ago.*  The  price  of  that  article 
io  eDormous  that  I  should  blush  to  make  a  demand,  but  my  neces* 
J  keeps  equal  peace  with  the  rapid  depreciation  of  our  money  & 
ticalarly  as  I  purpose  leaving  this  City  to  morrow,  dependence 
I  been  had  on  the  money  in  question,  for  my  advances  are  insup- 
tably  great,  for  my  defected  purpose  of  supplying  lead  to  the 

«  See  Col.  Beo.»  Vol.  XIL,  p.  162. 
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The  Commissioners  for  Salt,  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1779,  . 

Sir, 

The  Commissioners  for  Salt  had  last  evenibg  under  consideration 
the  grievous  oomplaints  thej  daily  meet  with  from  the  Owners  of 
the  Salt,  in  our  Possession. — They  remonstrated  against  us  seyerely 
that  they  have  been  compelled  to  give  up  their  Salt,  and  can  get  no 
money  for  it. 

We  are  somewhat  aSraid  a  stop  may  happen  to  be  put  to  the  ne- 
cessary supplies  of  Salt  for  want  of  money,  at  least  it  will  render  a 
performance  of  Duty  ezceedingdissagreeable. 

Wherefore  we  intreat  your  Excellency  will  please  put  us  in  the 
way  of  procuring  one  hundred  thousand  ponnds  (formerly  ask'd  for) 
that  we  may  be  enabled  to  answer  demands  on  us  for  the  salt  al- 
ready procured,  which  would  be  considerable  encouragement  to  do 
our  duty  with  alacrity  and  satisfaction. 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  most  Obed*  hum^»«  Serv*, 
ROBtAlTKENjSecr'y. 

For  Commissonera. 
Directed, 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  Council. 

Philad%  6  Nov.,  1779. 


Petition  of  Elizabeth  Ferguson  to  Council  1779. 

To  the  Hon^i*  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  humble  Remonstrance  of  Eliz^^  Ferguson,  of  the  Township  of 
Horsham  Phila^,  County  gentlewoman. 

Whereas  your  Petitioner  has  in  two  Petitions  to  the  hon^**  House 
of  Assembly,  set  forth  many  reasons  which  appeared  to  her  to  be 
good  &  cogent  why  her  Estate  should  not  be  exposed  to  sale,  in  con- 
sequence of  her  Husbands  Right  bv  marriage  in  the  Premises )  and 
said  Petitions  are  not  rejected  by  the  Hon<'*«  House,  and  the  matter 
still  remains  in  a  state  of  Suspenoe— Your  Petitioner  humbly  hopes, 
the  Hon*»«  Supreme  Executive  Council  will  be  pleased  to.  prevent 
the  Agents  of  the  County  aforesaid  putting  up  the  Estate  to  Sale, 
while  the  thing  is  in  this  undetermined  State,  and  in  so  doing  they 
will  greatly  oblige  their  anxious  &  perplexed  Petitioner,  who  as  in 
duty  bound  shall  pray  &c.'*' 

Grame  Park,  Nov.,  b^^  1779. 

♦  0e«  VoL  VI.,  p.  617. 
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BoAED  OP  Wab  to  Pres.  Bkbb,  1779. 

War  Office,  Nov.  5**,  1779. 
St. 

We  have  been  honored  with  your  letter  of  yesterday.  The  Mili- 
tia aft  Fort  Fredriek  were  so  uneasy  &  many  of  them  so  ungovernable 
that  (as  we  received  Information  yesterday  ibrm  Co^  Bawlins,)  those 
who  had  not  of  themselves  left  the  Post  were  sent  Home.  And  as 
it  wOl  be  difficult  to  set  a  Militia  Guard  again  &  when  procured  they 
■re  act  sufficiently  to  oe  depended  upon  on  Aco*  of  their  Inconstancy 
k  Unemsiness  under  anything  like  Discipline,  it  is  in  contemplation 
to  raise  a  Onard  for  that  Post  of  enlisted  Men.  Until  this  is  done 
or  Bomo  Means  taken  to  get  a  constant  Guard  Go^  Rawlins  desired 
we  would  not  send  on  the  Prisoners.  We  have  wrote  some  time  ago 
to  Gpv.  Johnson  proposing  the  Scheme  of  enlisting  Men  which  he 
approves  of  but  says  he  cannot  do  anything  in  it  until  the  Meeting 
of  Uie  Assembly  which  will  be  this  Month  sometime.  When  we  hear 
of  the  Heasnres  taken  to  raise  the  Guard  we  will  do  ourselves  the 
Honor  to  inform  you  &  request  the  Militia  agreeable  to  your  Letter. 
We  have  thp  Honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  Respect  &  Esteem^ 
your  very  obed*  Serv*», 

RICHARD  PETERS. 
In  Behalf  of  the  Board. 
Direetedj 
On  the  Service  of  the  United  States. 
His  Excellency,  President  Reed. 


Gbn.  Roberdbau  to  P&E8.  Rbed  1779. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.,  10, 1779. 

Permit  me  to  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  make  my  request  known  to 
the  Honorable  Board  of  your  Presidence,  that  they  would  be  pleased 
this  day  to  order  me  payment  for  the  ten  hundred  pounds  of  lead. 
delivered  to  your  order  some  Months  ago.*  The  price  of  that  article 
is  so  enormous  that  I  should  blush  to  make  a  demand,  but  my  neces- 
sity keeps  equal  peace  with  the  rapid  depreciation  of  our  money  & 
particularly  as  I  purpose  leaving  this  City  to  morrow,  dependence 
has  been  had  on  the  money  in  question,  for  my  advances  are  insup- 
portably  great,  for  my  defected  purpose  of  supplying  lead  to  the 

*  6ee  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  162. 
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Gontinent,  which,  entirely  thro  defaalt  of  Congress  in  not  fumivh- 
ing  the  necessary  defeooeS|  has  heen  entirely  stopedi  as  the  Hon^^* 
the  Assembly  have  been  informed.  After  the  most  dilligent 
enquiry  I  cannot  find  less  than  six  Dollars  ^  lb.  demanded  for  lead 
by  the  quantity,  a  prioe  which  M'.  Peters  just  now  informed  me,  the 
board  of  War  was  willing  to  give. 

I  shall  do  myself  the  honor  of  waiting  on  you  for  your  Commands 
before  I  leave  Town. 

yonrs  with  great  respect.  Sir, 

most  Obd»  &  very  hum""  serv* 

DANIEL  ROBERDBAU. 

P.  S. — ^I  pray  you  to  excuse  the  indecency  of  the  piper  which  t 
cannot  remedy. 


William  Heath  to  Jonathan  D.  SBRGBAirr,  1779.] 

Camp,  Peeks.Kill,  Nov  12, 1779. 

Sir, 

I  have  been  honor'd  with  your  favor  of  the  1  Inst^r  Mr.  Cardill. 
Not  thinking  myself  fully  authorized  to  give  directions  for  the 
apprehending  and  ordering  to  this  place  the  deserters  mentioned  in 
your  Letter,  and  having  some  doubts  on  my  mind  respecting  them, 
I  laid  the  matter  before  his  Excellency  Genl.  Washington,  and 
among  other  things  represented  to  his  Excellency  <^That  some  time 
in  the  year  1778,  while  I  held  the  command  in  Boston,  several  of 
the  soldiers  under  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  praatised  deceptions 
on  the  recruiting  officers  in  and  about  that  place  (Boston)  by  dress- 
ing themselves  in  Sailors  habits  and  otherwise,  Solemnly  protesting 
that  they  had  not  the  least  connexion  with  the  convention  Troops. 
In  the  practice  of  these  arts  many  of  them  enlisted,  received  their 
Bounties,  Cloathing,  arms,  &c.,  and  deserted.  With  respect  to 
Golding  &  Oaffoey — a  deserter  from  Prospect  Hill  reported  that  he 
apprehended  they  were  in  Boston  as  Spies  &  were  taking  drafts  of 
the  place,  that  one  of  them  (Oolding)  had  been  seen  at  Prospect 
Hill  after  he  deserted  talking  with  a  Captain  England  of  the  47 
Reg*,  to  which  he  TOolding)  belonged.  On  this,  I  sent  for  them, 
they. were  brought  oefore  me,  appeared  dressed  like  Gentlemen  of 
fashion  &  fortune.  I  interrogated  them  closely,  they  acknowledged 
to  have  enlisted  in  our  service  and  that  they  had  done  it  from  principle, 
absolutely  denied  ever  having  any  design  of  taking  any  survey  or 
plan  of  the  place  or  works,  and  as  to  Golding's  venturing  back  to 
the  Hill  after  he  deserted,  he  once  did  it,  but  Cap^  England  had 
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Bbsolotion  of  Asssmblt,  1779. 
In  General  Assembly,  Nov'  12th,  1779. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Coonoil  on  the  sabjecft 
of  Gap*  Irmn'd  Petition  made  their  report,  whereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  whole  matter  be  referred  to  Council. 
£ztraot  from  the  Minutes. 

THOMAS  PAINE, 

Clerk  of  the  Oen^  Assembly. 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esquire,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council. 


pRBS.  Rbbb  to  Boabd  of  War,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philad-,  November^lSth,  1779. 
Gent., 

The  inclosed  Return  has  been  made  to  ns  with  an  Expectation 
that  the  Officers  should  draw  the  Benefits  of  the  Provision  we  have 
made  for  the  Officers  of  the  Line.  But  the  more  liberal  the  Provision 
the  more  necessary  it  is  that  it  should  be  distributed  with  (Economy 
&  Prudenoo— We  cannot  think  of  saddling  the  State  with  the  Sap« 
port  of  Officers  who  have  little  more  than  nominal  Commands — hut 
at  the  same  Time  are  willing  to  provide  for  them  upon  a  Scale  con- 
sistent with  the  publick  Service.  If  therefore  the  Men  would  inlist 
for  the  War,  &  the  whole  could  be  thrown  into  one  Company  & 
annexed  to  the  Line  of  the  State  it  would  be  in  our  Power  as  well 
as  Inclination  to  provide  for  them,  &  the  Supernumerary  Officers 
might  be  disposed  of  as  in  other  Cases.  Otherwise  we  shall  be 
obliged  to  leave  them  to  the  publick  at  large. 
I  am  Gent., 

with  due  Respect, 

your  obed.  Hbble.  Serv., 

J.  REED.* 

♦  J.  Reed  was  re-elected  President  Nov.  11,— and  Wm.  Moore  Vice  Preai- 
deat    Bee  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  168. 
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DsiXOAfSfl  IN  ConaBBSS  TO  PfiBS.  BSED^  1779. 

Monday,  Nov.  15th,  1779. 

Tbe  Delegates  of  this  State  have  the  Hononr  to  transmit  the 
mmdamd  Besohitiett  cf  Congress,  &  beg  jour  BxeeHencj  will  be 
pletted  to  iaj  the  same  before  the  Hon^  the  supreme  exeoutite 
Coooefl.     We  have  the  Honoor  to  be,  with  tiie  highest  JBespeot,* 
your  Ezcelleno/s 

most  obecBeat  & 

very  humble  servants, 

JAMES  8EARLE, 

JPREiyK  MUHLENBERG, 

WM.  8HIPPEN. 

His  B^cQ^lencf  Joseph  ^Beed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pensilvaiua. 


Cou  Jacob  Stkoud  to  Pbbs.  Rebix,  1779. 

Lower  Smithfield,  Norembertbe  Idth,  1779. 

Honoured  Gentlemen. 

I  woice  Mom  Take  Uie  liburtj  to  trouble  jtmr  hoBomn  with  a 
mmXL  state  of  a  fiuns  of  this  battaliau  Oonosming  the  pay  of  the 
m0B  that  has  been  iq  serviee.  I  delivexed  your  Letter  that  you  sent 
wHIi  DM  to  the  pay  master  and  he  told  me  he  would  Coma  up  and 
pay  the  men  in  a  few  days,  but  he  has  delayed*  fiom  of  the  Capt** 
has  spent  dubie  Their  pay  going  from  time  to  time  after  the  pay 
master,  and  Cant  get  the  money,  I  have  Galled  on  the  pay  master 
eeveraJ  Times  myself  with  som  of  tbe  pay  Roles,  &  he  sttll  promines 
very  fidr  that  h#  wili  Come  up  in  a  short  TiiM  but  dont,  Some  of 
the  men  has  been  out  in  Serf  iee  Last  winter  a  yeair  agoe  and  Lies 
out  of  theite  money  yet,  and  they  Complain  extreemly  of  their  want 
of  their  money  aiid  of  its  Depresnating  so  mnoh  that  at  the  Time 
they  €kt  there  ttoney  they  Cannot  get  one  Bushel  of  wheat  for  their 

*  atftCoL'RBe.,  Vol.  XIL»  ppu  170, 178,  reo^tion  of  OhoTalier  Be  X^a 

1* 
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Two  Months  pay.  I  find  there  is  nothiog  gives  the  Malitia  More 
Spirit  than  to  pay  them  as  Soon  as  they  Done  there  Tower  of  Datj 
and  the  Calliog  the  fines  as  soon  as  they  are  due  it  gives  the  brave 
men  that  turn  out  Compleat  Satisfaction,  but  there  is  som  mea 
in  my  Battallion  thinks  there  wont  be  any  fines  Demanded  of  them 
for  not  going  into  Service  last  Snmer,  which  I  hope  wont  be  the 
Case  for  if  it  should  it  would  distroy  all  disoiplin  in  the  battallion, 
and  if  wee  should  be  a  Larmed  I  shall  not  be  able  to  Command  anjr 
men  to  venture  there  lives  a  gainst  the  Savage. 
I  am  gentlemen, 

your  very  umble  serv*, 

JACOB  STROUD, 

Collofthe6B.N.  C.  M. 


Prbs.  Bbed  to  Gov.  Rodney  of  Del.,  1779. 

Philad%  Nov  16^,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  very  alarming  Prospects  which  present  themselves  to  publick 
View  with  Respect  to  supplying  the  Army  with  Provisions  will  I 
trust  make  any  Apology  unneoessarv  for  troubling  your  Excell*  on 
this  Occasion.  Notwithstanding  the  Importunity  of  the  trading 
Interest  in  which  the  Views  of  many  of  the  Farmers  coincide  the 
Sense  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State  has  steadily  been  to  prohibit 
the  Exportation  of  Provisions,  &  we  have  on  all  Occasions  exerted 
ourselves  to  have  this  wholesome  Begulation  observed.  I  need  not 
enumerate  the  other  temporary  Expedients  which  have  been  adopted 
for  the  Reduction  of  Prices  in  which  the  Goodness  of  Intentione  were 
suffioiently  demonstnted  whatever  Arguments  may  be  offered  agaij^ 
them  founded  on  oomroeroial  Wisdom  or  Propriety.  These  beiikg 
removed  or  rather  having  ceased  Prices  have  not  only  increased  very 
rapidly  but  there  is  a  general  IndifiiBrence  almost  amounting  to 
Disittoiination  to  sell  even  those  Commodities  most  necessary  for  the 
Army.  The  Commissaries  seem  to  apprehend  that  no  ineonsiderabja 
clandestine  Trade  is  carried  on  in  Provisions  which  mutual  Vigilance 
in  the  three  States  on  the  Delaware  k  Chesapeak  would  do.  much  to 
correct  We  have  therefore  formM  new  Regulationa  added  Penaltiee 
&  are  resolv'd  to  stop  the  pernicious  Practice  while  the  publick 
Necessities  continue,  but  unless  your  State  concur  with  us,  such  ia 
the  powerful  Tone  of  private  Interest  that  we  fear  our  exertions  wiU 
prove  in  a  great  Degree  ineffectual  for  the  great  Purpose  in  view.  A 
Limitation  of  Prices  not  having  been  deemed  proper  in  Maryland 
their  Example  was  followed  by  this  State,  bat.  the  inordinate  *^ 
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of  tlfttt  Holden  of  ProTiBionfl  soon  rused  them  up  to  sveb  »  Height 
that  we  thoQght  it  best  to  Bimpend  the  PorobMes  of  this  State  by 
the  pnblick  Commissary,  which  seemed  the  more  neoeesary  u 
New  Jersey  &  New  York  having  limited  the  Price  of  Wheat  to  20 
I>ollarB  '^  Buah}  while  our  Commisaf  were  left  to  give  earH  Prices 
leach'd  JS15.  We  farther  hopM  that  an  Indiffereoce  of  Parchase 
woald  gire  an  Alarm  favourable  to  the  ReductioD  of  Prices  of  this 
we  canaot  yet  judge,  bat  I  beg  Leave  to  assure  your  Exoell'  that 
every  Thing  will  be  done  in  this  State  as  well  to  aooompUsh  this 
desirable  Purpose  as  to  produce  effectual  Supplies  proportiootl  to 
the  Ability  of  the  State.  Col.  Blaine  whose  Assiduity  in  Business 
is  trnly  laudable  having  requested  these  Observations  from  me  as 
supposing  they  might  be  of  some-  pnblick  Use  I  ooold  not  refnse 
him,  &  Mg  Leave  to  add  that  I  am  with  much 

fiesipeeTABegaid.* 


Mb.  HoIiKbr  to  Prbs.  Bbbb,  1779. 

Phihwielphia,  Nor  y  16%  1779. 

Sir, 

The  ^>plication  made  to  me  by  the  chairman  of  the  honorable  y* 
Committee  of  Congress  for  the  Q.  M.  &  C.  D.  for  the  flour  which 
year  Excellency  &  the  assembly  of  pensilvania  have  directed  by  the 
most  generous  and  efficacious  measures  to  be  Collected  for  the  sup- 
ply of  his  Majestys  Navy  in  america,  being  founded  on  the  urgent 
neoesnties  of  the  army,  I  am  under  the  obligation  of  requesting  that 
you'll  please  to  give  yonr  directions  to  the  Agent  of  the  State  So  as 
he  may  deliver  the  fionr  he  may  have  on  hand  appropriated  for  the 
use  above  mentioned.  Col.  Blaine  is  to  lodge  in  M'  TurnbuU's 
hands  the  Valae  of  the  flour  he  takes,  so  as  to  facilitate  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  Measures  adopted  on  this  occasion  imagining  that  yonr 
interference  might  be  deemed  unnecessary  in  this  Instance.  I  have 
taken  the  Liberty  of  delivering  M'  Chaloner  an  Order  for  said 
flour  on  M'  Tnmbuil|  &  have  notified  my  entire  eonsent  to  the 
delivery  of  what  he  has  on  hand,  though  I  expect  every  minute  to 
be  called  upon  for  supplies  of  this  kind,  &  though  I  am  informed 
that  the  Ships  now  amved  in  the  Chesapeak  are  in  great  distress  for 
provisions.  I  hope  yonr  Excellency  will  approve  of  ray  application 
ta  y*  agent  <rf  tiie  State  and  that  you'll  be  persuaded  of  the  desire^ 
which  Constantly  animates  mj  actions,  of  giving  every  Satiafiotion 

«  Sue  OoL  ^m,  FoL  XU.,4».  17L 
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in  mj  power  &  of  tcknowledging  jonr  Continiied  'exarfions  to  pvo- 
vure  Supplies  for  the  Boyal  Navy. 
I  BemaiQ  with  Respect 

your  Excellency's 

*»mofit  obedient  &  Very 

l|i]iiibl9  seryauty 

HOLKEJEL 
Directed f 
His  Ezcellencyi  Joseph  Seed  PredideQt  of  the  State. 


8WT.  IliULAOK  TO   CoL.    A.  BoYD,  1779, 

Philad".,  Nor  16, 1779. 
Sir, 

By  the  death  of  Jesse  Jordan  the  suit  against  General  Arnold  \a 
abated — ^An^  it  i$  beooBtef  n.eoea8ary  that  his  EteqoAOrs,  or  Admin- 
istrators should  give  orders  to  the  Attorney  Gen^  to  re-commence  the 
suit — If  he  has  not  made  a  will,  nor  any  person  yet  administered  to 
his  estate  Letters  of  Administration  ought  to  be  immediately  taken 
out  by  some  suitable  person  and  orders  sent  by  him  to  the  Attorney 
Gen'  to  proceed  in  the  suit  for  the  recovery  of  the  money  due  for 
the  waggons  employed  by  him.— You  will  please  to  take  care  of  this 
business  &  write  to  me  upon  it  as  soon  as  may  be. 

I  am  &c. 
Yours, 

T.M.Setf'. 
Directed. 
To  Col.  A.  Boyd. 


Colli   LfiWXS  NlGOLA   TO  PfiBS.  B.B9IS  1779^ 

Sir, 

Three  deeerlers  from  the  Yager* etetiond  at  GouTtkndt  houm  near 
kings  bridge  which  place  they  left  the  S^  Instan^  say  that  corps 
consists  of  700  men,  having  reoeived  250  recruits  about  8  weelcB 
«inpe.  Desertion  very  great  from  that  Corps  whose  sitoation  gives 
4hem  frequent  opportunities  whioh  the  troopa  on  the  island  ave 
debarred  from.  No  other  troops  are  stationed  out  of  the  Island. 
Kings  bridge  is  not  broken  dowi  iMt'a  draw  bridge  is  made  over 
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one  of  the  arches  whioh  is  drawn  up  at  night.  The  troops  on  the 
island  are  hntUng  themselves  and  the  Tagers  are  to  winter  in  fort 
Washington.  A  detachment  from  everj  reg*  was  ordered  for  embark* 
ation  about  Gweekssinoe,  bnt  were  not  embarked  when  thej  came  off. 
Thej  did  not  hear  of  an j  news  being  arrived  from  Georgia.  Soon  after 
ooe  of  these  men  left  the  English  be  was  striotly  examined  by  Gol* 
Armand  about  the  Patroles  sent  ont  by  the  English  ft  what  roadi 
they  generally  took. 

Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  I  am  with  respect 
Your  ezoellenciea 

most  Obedient  ft  Humble  Serv. 

.LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.M. 
Novem'  17%  1779. 

Directed^  ' 

To  his  Eleellency  Joseph^Reed  President  of  State. 


Eph.  Blainb  to  Presibbkt  Reed,  1779. 

[  Philad%  18  November,  1779. 

Hay  it  Please  Your  Excellency, 

The  immtediate  necessity  I  am  under  for  want  of  Salt  to  answer 
the  public  Demands  induces  me  to  make  application  to  your  Excel- 
lency ft  Gonncil;  to  obtain  an  Order  npon  the  Commissioners  for  five 
or  six  hundred  Bushels  of  what  you  have  in  Store  to  be  either 
replaced  or  paid  for  as  you  may  direct— your  compliance  wiU  serve 
the  public  ft  greatly  oblige  me. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  Excellencys 
Most  Obed' 

most  Hble  Serv., 

EPH.  BLAINE,  D.  C.  G. 

His  Excelleney  Joseph  Beed  iEaquiie  Present. 
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Brsolution  of  Assbmblt,  1779. 

In  Assembly,  Nor  19th,  1779. 

Oq  Motion  Resolved,  That  the  abore  (inclosed)  Ratifioation^  be 
copied  and  sent  to  the  supremo  EzecutiTe  Council,  requesting  that 
honorable  Board  to  transmit  the  same  to  the  Government  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

Extract  from  the  Miautes, 

THOMAS  PAINE, 

Clerk  of  the  Oen'l  Assembly. 
Indorsed, 

Resolve  of  Gen'l  Assembly,  Nov  19, 1779.    Boundary  of  Vir- 
ginia.     Read  in  Council^  Nov'  24,  1779. 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq',  President  of  the  Supreme  Ex* 
ecutive  Council. 


Archibald  MgGlban  to  C.  J.  McEban,  1779. 

HonH*  Sir, 

By  Mr.  Bradford  I  some  Time  past  wrote  to  your  Honour  and 
therein  inclosed  the  Copy  of  Philip  Shell's  Deposition,  relative  to 
the  too  strongly  suspected  Conduct  of  Robert  Irwin,  of  Hanover 
Town,  late  an  assistant  Quarter  Master  General  of  Purchases,  and 
also  an  Assistant  Commissary  of  Issues  of  that  Place,  and  Charged 
with  the  Sequestration  of  Publick  Stores,  and  the  Appropriation 
thereof  to  his  own  use. 

I  had  at  the  Time  of  the  taking  the  Deposition,  Ordered  my  In- 
,  formant,  (and  he  was  the  Person  who  deposed)  to  take  tbe  Key  of 
the  remaining  Stores  (As  they  lay  in  an  Out  House  and  only  rented 
for  that  purpose)  and  keep  it  lest  there  should  be  a^  farther  Em- 
bezslement  -, — Irwin  upon  being  thus  denied  Access  hath  since  come 
here  and  demanded  a  Copy  of  the  Charges  against  him,  and  which  I 
furnished  him  with.  He  demanded  in  a  sneering  Way  my  Authority 
for  ordering  the  Keys  under  which  (as  he  called  it)  his  Property 
was  kept  ?  This  put  me  on  thinking  a  little,  and  as  the  late  Law 
against  Engrossing  was  at  that  Time  in  my  Possession^  and  I  also 

*  Not  found  on  file  and  not  noticed  in  Minutes  of  this  date ;  but  0ee 
CoL  Reo^  Vol.  XIL,  p.  177— and  ptoolamation,  lb.,  218. 
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fcfti  it  hj  me  at  the  Time  when  I  gave  the  verbal  Order  for  the 
deUinhig  of  the  Kej,  I  im mediately  drew  a  Warrant  agreeable  to 
the  16th  SecUoB  of  the  said  Law  and  hath  in  Pursaanoe  thereof 
Saxtd  in  the  Stores  Oecupied  by  him  17  Barrels  of  Flour,  being  all 
BOW  renuuDing  there,  and  also  110  Bushelaof  Rye  and  Two  Barrels 
&f  Salty  All  of  which  he  confidently  saith  is  his  own  Property,  not- 
vith^anding  I  as  verily  believe  the  Whole  to  be  the  Property  of 
che  Cootment  committed  to  his  Care,  and  for  which  he  hath  not 
ckarlj  acGoanted« — And  as  I  verily  believed  that  the  whole  is 
Condneotal  Property,  I  was  driven  by  Sheer  Necessity  to  have 
BeeooTse  to  the  before  recited  Act  of  Assembly  inasmuch  as  he  had 
questiooed  mj  Authority  for  seizing  the  same.  And  my  design  in 
Kecnrring  to  that  act  is  only  to  secure  the  Stores  in  a  legal  manner 
mfcil  I  farther  hear  from  your  Hononr  or  his  Excellency  the  Presi- 
deot  of  the  Gonneil,  Or  until  some  &rther  Order  shall  be  taken 
thereto.  And  the  same  being  thus  seeured,  the  Property  thereof,  Or 
in  what  manner,  and  by  whom,  the  same  was  transferred  to  him 
will  be  the  Subject  of  Future  Enquiry. 

I  Bode  to  the  Place  myself  and  there  called  to  my  Assistance  Col* 
M'GalliBter  and  Hagle  and  there  by  the  Informer  actually  seized 
the  Whole  agreeable  to  the  Express  words  of  the  Act. 

When  this  was  done  Irwin  begged  for  some  time  to  lay  his  Ac- 
count before  us  in  Order  to  give  some  Satisfaction  how  he^came 
by  the  Stores,  but  confessed  they  had  been  Continental  Property. 
In  this  we  then  indulged  him  and  on  this  Bay  he  is  to  shew  his 
Aeoounts  to  Mess"  M'Callister  and  Hagle  (but  this  Step  was  only 
agreed  to  for  the  Sake  of  Indulgence)  we  alledging.  that  we  had  no 
Power  to  examine  or  Settle,  or  correct  any  Errors  of  his  Accounts. 
And  aa  I  cannot  attend  there  this  Day,  the  Distance  being  near 
Twenty  Miles,  I  have  requested  Mr.  Hagle  to  take  the  Stores  into 
Dore  ftftfe  Custody  and  take  Recognizance  of  Irwin  to  appear  at  the 
next  Sessions. 

From  all  that  hath  hitherto  appeared,  we  seem  fully  of  Opinion 
That  the  Whole  are  publick  Property,  And  therefore  they  do  not 
simply  &11  under  the  Denomination  of  Engrossing,  but  carry  a 
£uther  and  ranch  worse  Charge,  We  pray  therefore  to  be  indulged 
with  a  Line  or  Two  of  Information  i  farther  Direction  from  your 
Hononr,  or  from  the  Council. 

Alter  begging  your  Honour's  Excuse  for  the  Trouble  which  I 
p?e  you 

I  rest  your  Honour's 

most  obedient 

Humble  Servant; 

ARCH*  M'CLEAN. 

P.  S.    I  have  great  Reason  to  believe  that  Irwin  hath  settled  hia 
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•  Ace*  with  the  Parobasing  Commissary  General  or  with  some  of  his 
Deputies,  but  hath  not  settled  with  the  Gom"^  General  of  Xssues. 

Philip  Swartz,  in  this  Gaol,  charged  with  being  a  Spy,  and  acting 
as  a  Guide  to  the  British  detachment  who  attacked  the  Militia  at  The 
Crooked  Billet,  Philad^  C°,  &  also  J^hu  Lefever  (alias  MoCasky,) 
confined  for  Treasonable  Practices  committed  in  Chester  County,  wait 
for  your  Honour's  Orders  for  being  removed  to  die  Respective 
Counties  where  their  Ofienoes  were  Committed. — Inclosed  is  a  Letter 
which  I  rec^  from  Swartz  this  Morning. 

Directedf 

The  Honourable  Thomas  MoKean^  Esquire^  Chief  Justice  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

^Favour  of  Col.  MUler. 


Col.  Rich'd  McCalistbr  to  Pubs.  Rebd,  1779. 

Nov.  <*e  19th,  1779. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellencies  order  of  the  26th  ultimo  I  duly  reorived  on 
the  4th  Instant.  The  Militia  was  to  March  on  the  8th,  it  appeared 
a  Considerable  Number  would  a  Gon  at  that  time,  I  sent  Imeditly 
to  Every  Quarter  &  Gave  the  orders  I  R^c^.  I  wish  to  finde  the 
same  spirit  w^  them  the  Next  Call.  I  had  all  the  Arms  put  in 
order  &  am  Sorey  the  Count  Dident  Appear. 

There  is  a  Matter  I  have  long  tho*  of  layine  before  y'  Ezelenoy^- 
ihat  is  the  arms  taken  this  2  or  8  years  Past  from  the  Nonasosiators, 
and  appraised  &  sent  out,  Numbers  of  which  never  Returned,  as 
Aliso  those  who  tuck  with  them  there  Guns  &  wass  Apraised  accord- 
ing to  law  &  wass  lost  the  law  said  they  should  be  paid,  but  hath 
not  Pointed  out  where  or  by  whom  or  when  they  are  to  apply — it  hath 
Sowered  the  Minds  of  maney,  the  arms  wass  then  appraised  Exceed- 
ing low,  the  People  are  dayly  teasing  me  for  pay — ^I  am  at  a  loss  to 
know  What  Ans'  to  Give  the  people  on  this  subject,  as  they  all  look 
to  me  for  payment. 

I  should  be  Grately  Oblidge  by  y'  Exelencies  orders  on  this 
matter  &  beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself  &  that  with  all 'Due  Respect, 
y^  'Exelen  most  obed^ 

Humble  Servant, 

R*  M'CALISTER. 
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Ths  Memorial  of  Ool.  Moses  Hazek  to  GsiHrL.  Wasb- 

INQTON,  1779. 

To  bia  Ezcellenoj  George  Waflhington^  Esq%  General  and  Com^ 
mander  in  Chief  of  the  American  Army,  &o.|  &e.y  &c. 

Humbly  sheweth. 

That  the  Canadian  Regiment  yonr  Ezeellenoy'a  Memorialigt  hafl 
the  Honour  to  Command,  was  by  a  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the 
20th  of  January^  1776,  (»^ered  to  be  raised  in  Canada  for  one  year 
or  dnring  the  then  present  Dtspntea ;  to  compose  four  Battalions  of 
Two  Hundred  and  Fifty  Men  each>  as  will;  by  said  Resolution  of 
Congress,  more  fully  appear. 

That  Four  Hundred  and  Seventy-seven  Men  only  were  inlisted 
for  the  Term  of  the  War,  mustered  and  carried  into  Service.  The 
Want  of  Money  to  pay  the  Bounty  ordered  prevented  the  Regiment 
from  b^ng  completely  filled  up  at  that  Time,  and  in  that  Country. 

That  a  Part  of  the  Offioers  and  Men  raised  in  Canada  retreated' 
with  Genl.  Sullivan's  Army  on  the  17th  of  June,  1776,  from  that 
Country  ;  and  that  on  the  23^  of  October,  in  the  same  jear,  the 
Hon.  Continental  Congress  was  pleased  to  order  that  the  said  Re^- 
ment  should  remain  on  the  Original  Establishment  thereof,  and*  be 
leeraited  to  its  Original  Complement  in  any  of  the  Thirteen  United 
States,  as  the  said  Redment  did  not  belong  to  any  particular  State, 
nor  was  there  any  Additional  Expense  in  the  Mode  of  Officering  the 


That  by  the  Alacrity  and  great  Attention  of  the  Recruiting  Offi- 
cers, Seven  Hundred  and  Twenty  Men  were  brought  into  the  Field 
on  the  opening  of  the  Campaign  in  the  year  1777. 

That  this  ^giment  has  been  employed  on  hard  Services  in  this 
Course  of  this  Contest;  a  Part  of  it  was  at  the  Blockade  and  Assault 
of  Quebec ;  the  Regiment  was  with  Oenl.  Sullivan  in  the  Action  of 
SUten  Island,  of  the  22<  of  August,  1777;  at  Brandy  wine  the  11*>' 
of  September,  and  Germantown  the  4*^  of  October  following :  In  all 
which  it  has  acquitted  itself  with  Honour,  and  was  at  the  last  men- 
tioned Bneagement  amongst  the  Troops  that  were  rewarded  with 
your  Excellency's  Public  Thanks. 

That  in  the  three  several  last-ipentioned  Engagements  were  killed, 
wounded  and  taken  Prisoners  fifteen  Commissioned  Officers  and  One 
Hundred  and  Thirty*tbree  Non-commissioned  Offioers  and  Private 
Men : — ^That  detach'd  Parties  from  this  Regiment  have  frequently 
been  in  warm  Skirmishes  with  the  Enemy,  which  have  been  con- 
ducted to  the  Honour  of  the  Officer  who  commanded,  tho'  attended 
with  the  Loss  of  many  brave  Men. 

That  on  the  4th  <k  November,  1778,  the  Hon.  Continental  Con- 
gress was  pleased  to  order  that  the  said  Regiment  should  remain  on 
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its  Ori^nal  Establishment,  and  that  no  new  Appointments  or  Pro- 
motions of  Officers  be  made  therein,  until  farther  Orders  of  Congress. 

That  on  the  15«^  of  March,  1779,  the  Hon.  Continental  Congress 
was  pleased  to  order  Betums  to  be  made  of  this  Begiment,  and 
others,  setting  forth  the  different  States  in  which  the  Officers  were 
Taised,  or  the  Non-commissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers  recmited,  and 
that  the  said  States  should  have  Credit  for  the  Officers  and  Men  so 
raised  or  recmited,  as  a  Part  of  their  Quotas  to  be  kept  np  in  the 
Field.    This  Resolution  it  is  presumed  was  entered  into  as  well  to 
do  Justice  to  the  several  States,  in  Point  of  raising  their  several 
Quotas  of  Men,  as  to  leave  it  in  their  Power  to  take  Care  of  and 
reward  the  Officers  and  Men  in  the  same  Manner  as  they  might 
their  own  State  Battalions,  which  however  just  the  Intention  it  can 
never  affect  this  Regiment,  so  as  to  do  it  Justice  in  every  Part 
thereof ;  for  as  the  Officers  are  raised  and  the  Regiment  recruited 
from  North  Carolina  to  Canada,  it  is  impossible  that  the  Officers  and 
Men  should  have  the  Benefit  of  the  several  and  respective  State 
Stores,  to  which  it  seems  it  was  intended  they  should  have  a  Right 
to  in  common  with  their  own  Troops ;  nor  have  they  ever  received 
a  Farthing  value  from  any  one  State  before  or  since  that  Resolution 
took  Place;  on  the  other  Hand,  sixteen  Officers  and  One  Hundred 
and  eleven  Non-commissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers  are  returned 
Volunteers  from  Canada,  and  otherwise  belonging  to  no  one  of  the 
Thirteen  United  States,  consequently  no  Kind  of  Provbion  is  or  has 
been  attempted  to  be  made  for  them :  However  hard  their  Case, 
their  Services  are  deserving  of  Notice :  That  the  Canadian  Soldiers 
are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  Regiment,  in  Point  of  Morality, 
Bravery,  or  Attachment  to  the  Cause  and  Service  in  which  they  are 
enga^d ;  a  Proof  of  which,  one  Canadian  only  has  deserted  since 
the  Regiment  retreated  out  of  Canada :  Nine  different  Detachments 
were  sent  into  that  Country  the  last  Summer  for  Intelligence,  and 
the  greater  Part  of  the  other  Canadians  within  Sight  of  and  not 
more  than  one  Days  march  of  their  own  Country,  Families,  Friends, 
Connections  and  Estates. — Four  Hundred   and  Seventy-one  Non- 
commissioned Officers  and  Soldiers  are  now  on  the  Muster  Rolls 
and  Returns ,  Four  hundred  and  Sixty  of  which  are  inlisted  during 
the  War,  on  Twenty  Dollars  Bounty  only ;  not  a  Man  has  ever  re- 
ceived either  a  Town  or  State  Bounty  to  the  Knowledge  of  your 
Memorialist 

That  neither  Officer  or  Soldier  in  the  Regiment  has  ever  re- 
ceived a  Farthing's  Value  of  Cioat&ing,  or  other  Supplies  whatever, 
out  of  any  State  or  Continental  Store,  otherwise  than  a  Dividend  of 
coarse  Clothes,  with  the  other  Troops  at  Hartford,  by  Order  of 
Genl.  Gates,  the  whole  of  which  did  not  compose  an  Araortment 
that  would  have  made  up  [one  Regimental  Coat:  That  under  the 
present  Hardships,  and  many  Difficulties  herein  enumerated,  it  is 
impossible  to  expect  this  Regiment  can  continue  in  the  service 
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vnleflfl  some  proper  Proyision  of  Cloatbing  for  the  Offioen  and 
Supplies  for  ^em  and  the  Men,  may,  by  some  Meane  or  other,  be 
obtuned  so  as  to  leave  this  Regiment  on  a  footing  with  the  Army. 
Your  Memorialist  has  the  Pleasure  to  assure  your  Excelleney, 
That  notwithstanding  the  different  States,  Countries  and  Nations 
from  which  this  Regiment  has  been  raised,  yet  a  perfect  Harmony 
and  a  general  Unanimity  has  always  subsisted  amongst  the  Offi- 
oers  as  well  as  a  most  passive  obedience  cultivated  among  the 
Soldiera: — and  further,  your  Memorialist  begs  Leave  to  assure 
your  Excellency,  that  he  should  not  do  Justice  to  the  Regiment,  if 
he  did  not  add  on  this  Occasion,  that  he  has  the  Honour  to  command 
as  good  a  Corps  as  any  in  the  American  Army.  It  is  hoped  and 
really  wished  that  the  Period  may  not  be  far  off  when  this  Regiment 
may  be  adopted  by  their  own — a  fourteenth  State  in  America. — 
Yoar  Memorialist  therefore  humbly  prays  your  Excellency  will 
please  to  take  the  Case  of  this  Regiment  into  Consideration,  and 
direct  or  recommend  to  Cgngress  a  remedy  by  which  the  Officers 
and  Soldiers  may  be  on  a  footing  with  the  Army. 

That  in  Point  of  Clothing  and  Supplies  for  the  Regiment  your 
Memorialist  begs  Leave  to  propose,  That  the  Commanding  Officer, 
Paymaster,  or  some  other  Person,  may  be  empowered  to  purchase 
audi  Artides  of  Clothing  and  Supplies,  or  Refreshments  as  are  or 
may  be  furnished  to  the  other  Troops,  and  in  like  Proportion,  and 
that  they  may  be  issued  out  or  delivered  to  the  Officers  and  Men  in 
the  same  Manner  as  have  been,  now  are,  or  may  hereafter  be,  to 
other  Continental  Troops,  at  the  same  or  like  Discounts; — that  the 
Extra  Prices  and  Amount  of  all  such  Clothing  and  Supplies  may  be 
paid  frt>m  Time  to  Time  from  the  Military  Chest; — that  a  particular 
Account  may  be  kept  of  all  such  Issues  or  Deliveries,  and  rendered 
to  such  Persons^  and  as  often,  as  may  be  directed,  in  order  that  the 
Amount  of  the  Extra  Cost  of  all  such  Goods  so  delivered  may  be  by 
the  Public  a  Charge  against  the  several  and  respective  States,  as 
issued  to  the  Officers  and  Men  which  they  have  Credit  for  in  their 
several  and  respective  Quotas ;  and  that  such  a  Part  as  may  be 
issued  and  delivered  to  the  Canadian  Volunteers  be  a  Charge  against 
the  Public  at  large  until  a  final  Settlement,  which  appears  to  your 
Memorialist  the  only  Method  by  which  common  Justice  may  be 
done  to  the  whole,  and  that  all  the  Soldiers  of  the  Regiment  may 
be  served  at  one  and  the  same  Time  with  such  Refreshment  as  may 
be  allowed  them,  which  will  naturally  tend  to  Quiet  the  Minds  of 
the  Soldiers,  and  promote  Harmony  in  the  Regiment ;  for  Soldiers 
who  serve  together  ought  to  serve  on  one  and  the  same  footing ;  any 
Thing  to  the  contrary  has  been  found  by  Experience  to  be  Subver- 
sive of  that  good  Order  and  Military  Discipline  which  ought  to  be 
preserved;  for  these  Reasons,  your  Excellency's  Memorialist  was 
obliged  to  stop,  by  the  Advice  of  the  Officers  of  the  Regiment, 
four  Months  Pay  to  the  Officers  raised  and  Soldiers  inlisted  from 
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Conneotiout,  and  by  the  Legislatiye  Bodj  of  that  Stote  ordered  to 
be  paid  to  them,  which  remains  yet  in  the  hands  of  the  Paymaster. 
Your  Exoellency'fl  Memorialist  will,  as  in 

Duty  bound,  ever  pray, 

MOSES  HAZEN  * 
Camp,  Peeks-Kill, ) 
Nov  30th,  1779.        J 

Copy. 


CiRCULAK  OP  Congress,  1779. 

(Circular.) 

Secretary'^  Office,  Nov'  20*»,  1779* 
Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  of  transmitting  you  a  duplicate  of  an  act  of 
Congress  passed  the  W^  March,  1778,f  the  utility  of  which  is 
apparent :  And  as  it  may  be  proper  and  necessary  that  yon  should  ' 
be  informed  of  the  several  acts  and  proceedings  of  Congress,  I  have 
herewith  sent  you  a  copy  of  their  Journal  from  the  first  of  January 
last,  and  shall  continue  to  send  you,  from  time  to  time,  their  weekly 
publications.  On  the  other  hand,  as  a  communication  of  your  acta 
may  be  advantageous,  and  lodging  them  in  this  office  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  delegates  of  the  other  States,  beneficial  to  .the  union, 
and  tend  to  facilitate  the  transmitting  to  posteritv  the  rise  and  pro- 
gress of  these  infant  States,  I  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  you  to 
transmit  to  this  office  a  copy  of  the  constitution  or  form  of  government 
adopted  by  your  State  upon  tho  declaration  of  Independence,  and  of 
all  the  public  acts  passed  by  your  Legislature  since  that  period.  If 
you  can  add  any  pamphlets  or  documents  relative  to  the  controversy 
and  revolution,  they  shall  be  carefully  deposited  and  preserved,  and 
thereby  you  may  do  an  acceptable  service  to  your  posterity,  and 
oblige,  Sir, 

your  very  humble  servant, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 
Directed, 

(On  public  service.) 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 
^idonement. 

Bead  in  Council  Bwf  8, 1779. 

T.  M.,  Seo'y.      . 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIT.,  p.  215. 

t  See  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XII.,  p.  188,— also,  Arehivas,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  866,— ft 
261ofVoLVII. 
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Trokas  Painb  tq  Oottkoil^  1779. 

In  ABsemUy,  Nov*  20*,  1779. 
On  Motion,  Besolyed,  That  the  resolation  of  this  House  of  the 
IS*'  Instant,  on  the  proposition  to  be  made  to  ^e  State  of  Gon- 
Bccticat  respeeting  the  Claims  of  the  tvo  States  to  the  land  in  dispute, 
he  copied  and  sent  to  the  Supreme  ExeouUve  Council,  requesting 
that  Hon^>*  Board  to  transmit  the  same  to  the  Government  (S 
Gonneeticnt.^ 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

THOMAS  PAINE, 

Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 
Direefed. 

Hia  Ezcellencj,  Joseph  Heed,  President  of  the  Supreme  Execu- 
tire  ConnciL 

Bead  in  Coundl  Nor  24, 1779. 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 


Col.  Daniel  Brodhsab  to  Arohibald  Steel,  1779. 

Head  Quarters, 

Pittsburgh,  Nov'  22*,  1779. 
Sr, 

It  appearing  to  me  to  be  indispensibly  necessary  that  a  Number 
of  Troops  should  be  thrown  into  the  house  where  Edward  Ward  and 
Thomas  Smallman,  Esq",  at  present  dwell,  to  assist  in  defence  of 
this  post  should  an  attack  be  made  upon  it  bj  the  Enemy,  and  as  it 
will  doubtless  be  disagreeable  to  them  to  continue  in  the  house, 
where  a  soffieient  number  of  soldiers  are  quartered  for  its  defence; 
joQ  will  please  to  give  them  notice  to  provide  other  quarters  if  thev 
think  proper,  on  four  days  notice — ^I  have  already  offered  them  th 
rooms  which  I  occupy,  and  you  may  assure  them  they  are  still  wel- 
come to  remove  into  them  if  they  cannot  otherwise  be  accommodated 

DANIEL  BKODBEAD. 
Col«  Command'g  W.  D*. 
To  Ardib*  Steel,  Esq.,  D.  Q.  M.  G. 

Head  Quarters, 

Pittsburgh,  Nov.  24<S  1779. 
The  Maryland  Corps  is  to  be  stationed  in  the  house  oocupied  by 
Edward  Ward  and  Tho*  Smallman,  Esq",  for  the  defenoe  of  the 
(larrisoD. 
A  true  Copy. 
Joi*  L.  Finley,  H.  B. 

»  Not  foimd— See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIL,  page  177. 
Vol.  Ym.-2 
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Col.  Dxsnaa.  Buodhbas^  to  Pbes.  Bbed,  1779. 

Pittebuygh  Nov.,  22*,  1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  Delaware  Chiefs  oame  here  a  few  days  ago  and  intend  to  wait 
upon  Congress  to  oomplain  of  their  failure  of  a  promise  that  they 
would  supply  the  Indians  with  goods  but  as  I  know  their  Joixmey 
would  require  an  Esoort  &  otherwise  J)e  attended  with  mush  Ezpence, 
I  prevailed  on  them  to  put  it  off  until  Spring.  The  poor  wretches 
are  quite  destitute  of  Cfloathing  and  unless  some  speedy  supply  is 
afforded  them  they  will  of  necessity  be  compelled  to  join  the  Enemy 
on  any  terms  or  perish.  They  inform  me  that  the  Enemy  at  Detroit 
have  refused  to  supply  the  Wysndots  with  Clothing  because  they 
h«ye  entered  into  a  treaty  of  amity  with  us  and  that  the  Chiefs  of 
that  Nation  will  soon  be  here  to  see  if  we  can  furnish  them.  I  shall 
.  be  much  troubled  with  them  as  well  as  the  Delawaresand  I  sincerely 
wish  their  wants  could  be  relieved  by  the  public  especially  as  no 
loss  could  accrue  where  peltry  is  taken  in  Exchange  for  the  Goods. 
The  Delawares  make  great  promises  of  joining  me  on  a  future  Ex. 
pedition  and  its  highly  probable  I  shall  pot  them  to  the  test  before 
Spring. 

The  different  staff  departments  here  are  out  of  money  and  of  Cred- 
it and  if  they  are  not  suddenly  supplied  I  shall  dread  the  consequen- 

CCS. 

My  next  Letter  to  you  will  probably  be  wrote  at  a  mat  distance 
from  here.  I  expect  to  strike  at  the  root  of  the  Evil  to  this  fron- 
tier before  Spring  and  then  will  promise  myself  the  Happiness  to 
see  you  and  the  other  Gentlemen  with  whom  I  have  the  Honor  to 
be  acquainted. 

Give  me  leave  to  beg  you  will  present  my  very  respectfull  Com- 
pliments to  Co^  John  Bayard.  I  requested  Co^  Stephen  to  write 
to  him  but  he  shook  his  Head  I  fear  he  thinks  his  Cousin  has  beea 
careless  about  keeping  up  his  correspondence* 

With  the  most  perfect  re^^  and  esteem 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  your  Excellencies  most 
obed*  hum*»»  Serv*, 

DANIEL  BBODHEAD. 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency  Jos.  Reed  Esq. 
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Col  Matthxw  Smuh  to  Prbb.  Bkbd;  1779, 

Sir, 

I  li^w  Juflt  Betam'  from  Nortbnmberland  Conntj  and  am  in 
Good  health,  I  hope  to  be  atPbih  in  two  weeks  or  lese,  nothing  lat^ 
)j  has  happened  in  that  Qaarter;  aboat.3  Weeks  Past  a  Certain 
James  Clark  was  killed  &  Scalped,  it  is  a  Matter  of  Donbt  whether 
it  was  Done  by  Indians — it  is  mj  oppinion  it  was  not,  as  Nnmbera 
of  banters  have  been  ont,  a  Great  way  np  both  Branches  and  not  the 
least  sign  or  trace  of  Indians  since  Gen.  Snlliyan  ft  the  army  Rc- 
tnined.  Capt",  John  Harris  will  Deliver  this,  he  means  to  Apply  for 
the  Prothonotary  office  of  that  County,  as  his  Brother  is  Seated  in 
Ballimone  ft  means  to  continne  there,  the  People  Complain  it  has  not 
been  Conducted,  for  th^  Good  of  the  County  in  that  family,  he  ap-^ 
ply*  to  me  to  Write  with  him,  I  wrote  what  I  Bfslieve  will  be  foand 
to  be  fiacts,  if  it  is  agreeable  to  Council  to  Give  the  Commission,  I 
have  not  the  least  objection — as  my  Acfquuntance  with  the  family 
ia  long  ft  inUmate  and  I  am  Clear  he  la  Capable  to  Do  the  Duty  ot 
that  office. 

I  am  with  ihe  Greatest  Regard  your  Most 

Obed*  and  very  bum*l»  Serv*. 
Paztang  Nov.  21 1779.  MAT1>  SMITH. 

Directed 
His  EKeelleacy  Jo^  Reed  Esq.  Pres*  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Pavoure*  by  Gapt*  Harris. 


Secy.  Matlack  to  William  Rowan,  Sheriff,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  26, 1779. 
Sir, 

Enclosed  is  a  warrant  for  the  Execution  of  the  sentence  of  the  oourt 
of  yoor  coanty  on  James  Beyd,  Henry  Trout,  Nath.  Patton,  George 
Flitxer  and  Thomas  Peadly — Also  a  reprieve  for  the  said  George 
Flitxer  and  a  pardon  tor  Thomas  Peadly. 

The  fisrther  determination  of  the  OoancU  respecting  Flitzer  will 
be  eommnnioated  to  yon  in  due  time;  but  it  will  be  prudent  in  joji 
not  to  exsente  the  aaid  FliUer,  even  after  the  expiration  of  the  time 
of  his  reprieve,  unless  yon  hear  from  them.— I  give  you  this  precau- 
tion in  so  veiy  important  an  affair,  lest  a  pardon  may  happen  to  be 
ddayed  by  some  unavoidable,  or  unforseen  accident. 
I  am  with  due  respect, 

Your  very  humble  Servant. 

T.  M.,  Secy.* 
William  Bowaa  Bsq,  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Tork. 

«  See  Col.  Rco.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  178. 
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Pbbs.  BixD,  TO  C0MMX8SIONSBS  YOB  Pbooubihc^  Salt,  1779. 

Pa  Not.  26«*,  1779. 
Gent», 

This  beinff  the  Day  appointed  for  the  Kedeliyery  of  the  Salt  remain- 
ing on  Hand  to  the  aevera]  Owners,  the  Conncil  request  it  may  bo 
done  in  Proportion  to  the  Quantities  delivered  you.  And  that  you 
will  endeavour  to  procure  an  Ace*,  of  the  Charges  &  Expenses  of  all 
kind  attending  the  service,  which  you  will  also  send  to  M'.  Turn- 
bull  in  order  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  fix  the  Price  of  the  Flour  re- 
ceived for  public  Use. 

I  am  also  to  convey  to  you  (and  I  do  it  with  great  Satisfaction) 
the  thanks,  of  the  Council  for  your  Care,  Attention  &  Service  in 
this  Business. — When  the  love  of  our  Country  &  Zeal  for  its  In- 
terests seems  almost  extinguished  by  Selfish  Pursuits  &  inordinate 
Thirst  of  private  Gain,  it  cannot  but  give  great  Pleasure  to  a  con- 
siderate Mind  to  find  that  in  a  public  exigence  we  have  Resources  in 
the  Virtue  &  Spirit  of  our  Citizens  which  our  Enemies 'have  vainly 
hoped  would  never  be  found  again, 

I  am  Gen**  with  much 
Regard  &  Esteem, 

Tour  Obcdt  Hbble. 
Indonemenif 

To  Commbssioners  for  procuring  Salt  in  the  City  &  Liberties  of 


Capt.  Jno.  Paul  Schott  to  Coukcil,  1779. 

The  Honourable  Council. 

Gentlemen^ 

I  am  a  Hessian  Bom,  by  Inclination,  as  well  as  duty  bound  an 
American  I  have  the  Honour  to  be  a  Capt*  in  the  Continental  Army 
ever  since  the  ^^^  day  of  November  1776.  I  had  the  Misfortune  to 
be  taken  Prisoner  on  the  26*^  of  June  1777,  in  the  Battle  of  Short 
Hills,  where  I  suffered  the  greatest  Cruelty  man  coud  Suffer.  I  was 
struck,  kick'd  abused  and  almost  perished  for  Hunger;  At  that 
time  I  was  offered  one  thousand  pounds  and  a  Majority  in  the 
Enemy's  New  Levies,  but  I  despised  their  offer,  and  was  determined 
to  suffer  death  before  I  would  betray  the  Cause  I  was  Engaged  in, 
Relying  on  the  Country's  Generosity  to  Reward  me  for  my  Orievan- 
es.     When  I  was  Exchanged  I  got  the  Command  of  that  Corps  I 
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Bov  Commsnd.  I  made  frequent  application  to  the  Honourable 
Boaid  of  War,  to  grant  me  the  Rank  of  a  Major,  and  liberty  to 
Inliat  Men  and  rai>e  that  Corps  again  to  its  former  Strength,  by 
vbieh  I  thought  to  have  an  opportunity  to  take  satisfaction  of  the 
Enemy  in  an  Honourable  way,  for  the  III  usage  I  received  when  a 
priaoner,  which  I  would  have  done,  or  died  in  the  aUempt,  but  was 
■Iways  refused,  having  had  no  opportunity  to  Distinguish  myself  I 
was  evea  left  ont  of  the  Anrangewttnt  of  the  Line  with  the  rest  of 
tke  offioers  in  this  Corps.  I  still  thooght  that  I  was  entitled  to  the 
Wae&i  of  the  provision  made  by  yoar  Hononvs,  for  the  Offioers  and 
SoMierB  in  the  line,  bnt  Sending  Gapt"  Selin  to  yonr  Honours  lately 
with  a  Retam  of  the  State  of  the  Corps,  you  was  pleas'd  to  write 
the  foUowiag  to  the  Honourable  Board  of  War.  That  the  more 
liberal  tfao  provision,  the  more  necessary  it  was,  that  it  should  be 
BiMnbuied  with  oeconomy  and  prudence.  That  your  Honours 
eoald  not  tlunk  of  Settling  the  States  with  the  Support  of  officers 
who  hnd  but  litUe  more  than  nominal  CommMidsy  but  at  the  same 
time  that  you  was  willing  to  'provide  for  us  on  a  Scale  consisting 
with  the  poblio  Service,  if  therefore  the  Hen  oond  be  Inlisted  for 
the  War,  and  all  oou'd  be  thrown  into  one  Company  and  annexed 
to  the  line  of  the  State,  that  you  was  then  Inclined  to  provide  for 
as,  and  the  SBpemnmerary  Officers  be  disposed  of  as  in  other  Cases, 
or  be  left  to  the  pnbliok  at  large.  As  for  my  own  part  I  apply  to 
the  HoDOuiable  Major  General  &illivany  B^  Oeneral  Hand,  Maxwell 
sad  others^  under  whose  Commtand  I  had  the  Honour  to  serve,  that 
I  always  had  more  than  Nominal  Command  bnt  leaving  it  Intirely 
to  your  Honours  Jndguient  to  Dispose  of  the  Corps  as  you  think 
pteper,  and  a  £tTourable  Line  from  you  will  for  ever  Oblige. 
Tour  Honours  Moat  Obedient 

and  Most  Humble  Serv*, 

JOHN  P.  SCHOTT,  Cap**.. 
Garrisson^  Wyoming,  Nor  26«S  1779. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABOHIVES  1779. 


Col.  B.  Flower  to  Prbb,  Rbbd,  1779. 

Phila*.  26  Nor,  1779. 
His  ExcelleDcy  Joseph  Beed  Esq'. 
Hon*  Sir,        * 

I  liftT6  for  some  time  past  forborne  troobleing  your  Exoellenoy, 
being  anwiiling  lo  take  up  jour  fcime  from  more  important  matters ; 
but  now  find  it  neoeaaary,  emboldened  by  your  known  Beoevolenoe 
and  my  own  ezperienoe  of  yoor  kind  attention  towards  me  in  former 
Instanees ;  I  hope  will  plead  my  excuse  for  the  present  intmaioD, 
while  I  Rehite  a  few  facts  Relative  to  tiie  Reg^  of  Artillery  and 
Artifioers  whioh  I  haye  the  honor  of  Commanding. 

Ou  the  2«  October  1ast«^  I  presented  to  the  don>  House  ol  Assem- 
bly, a  Memorial,  praying  to  have  my  Rec^  taken  in  as  part  of  the 
Quotas  of  the  Troops  of  the  State  of  Fensylvania,  agreeable  to 
Resolve  of  the  Hon^  Congress  of  15^  March  last,  Copies  of  whioh 
I  have  inclosed  for  yonr  Excellency's  perusal,  and  beg  leave  to 
Refer  you  to  the  bearer  Major  (Jortelowe  for  further  information 
Relative  to  our  Claims. 

On  seeing  the  Act  of  Assembly  Relating  to  the  Penaylvanis 
Troops-Hiffain  publish'd  for  consideration  in  the  Paoket  of  yester* 
day— by  which  I  observe  my  Reg*  is  still  excluded,  owing  I  presume 
lo  my  Memorials  not  being  produced  and  Read  a  second  time— or 
that  the  Hon*  House  have  thought  proper  to  Refer  the  matter  to 
your  Exeelleooyi  And  the  Supreme  ExeeutiTe  Oouneil  of  this  State 
as  by  the  last  paragraph  in  said  Act  in  oonsequenoe  thereof,  I  beg 
jrour  Excellency's  assiataooe  in  the  premiset-— Should  any  further 
information  Relative  to  the  said  Reg*  be  necessary,  I  shiJl  at  all 
times  be  Ready  to  produce  them.  My  present  111  state  of  Health 
prevents  my  haveing  the  Honor  of  waiting  on  yon  in  person.  It 
would  take  up  too  much  of  your  Bxciellency's  time  to  enumerate 
Circumstances  that  justify  our  Claim — Suffice  it  to  say — that  this 
part  of  my  Reg*  enumerated  in  the  Rolls  produced — were  all  raised 
in  this  State  three  years  ago  (by  order  of  his  Excellency  Oen> 
Washington)  except  the  Recruiis  since,  at  the  expence  of  the  United 
States,  who  have  paid  and  Cloathd  tbem  ever  since,  and  they  "  are 
allowed  by  Congress  the  same  Bounty,  Cloathing  and  every  other 
benefit  allowed  to  the  Continental  Artillery,  the  Officers  the  same 
pay  as  other  officers  of  eaqual  Rank  in  the  Continental  Artillery" 
and  have  been  taught  to  expect  all  other  benefits  allowed  to  other 
Troops  Rais'd  in  this  State,  therefore  hope  we  shall  not  be  excluded, 
that  part  of  my  Reg*  stationed  at  Springfield  in  New  England  in 
Masachusets  Bay  enjoy  all  the  benefits  allowed  by  that  State  to 
their  other  Troops — the  usefiillness  of  this  Corps  is  too  well  Known 
to  Require  any  thing  to  be  said  in  their  favor  here. 

*  Bee  page  249  of  Vol.  VU.  f  &««  h^lov- 
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I  shall  rest  ssnired  yovr  Ezeefiency  will  do  xm  every  Justice 
And  luve  the  Honor 

to  be  yonr  most  Obed^ 

Very  Hum'  Serv«, 

BENJ.  FLOWER,  CoK 

Artil^  &  Artificers. 

IHneted, 

Hia  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq^  President  of  the  Sapreem 
SzeeutWe  ConncU  &e.j  &o.,  Ftes*. 
CoL  B.  Flower. 


HbMORIAL  of  B.  FlOWBB  to  AfiBEMBLTy  1779. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Representatiyes  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Gommonwealth  of  Pensilvania  in  General  Assembly — the  Memorial 
of  Benjamin  Flower,  Colonel  of  the  Regiment  of  Artillery  AxtiBoen 

— ^Humbly  sheweth, 

That,  on  the  15^  March  la^t,  the  HonUhe  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  Resolved,  that  the  Officers,  non  commissioned,  and  Soldiers, 
belonging  to  the  Corps  of  Light  I>ragoon8,  Artillery  and  Infantry, 
and  the  Corps  of  Artillery  Artificers,  commissioned  and  Inlisted  for 
three  Tears,  or  during  the  War,  not  being  part  of  the  eighty-eight 
Battalions  originally  apportioned  for  the  States,  should  be  con^dercd 
as  part  of  the  qaotas  of  thesereral  States  to  which  they  did  or  should 
belong  as  commissioned  or  inlisted,  and  credited  accordingly.— 
That  your  memorialist  is  informed  the  purpose  of  the  resolve  was  to 
procure  to  the  corps  aboye  mentioned,  the  particular  allowance  of 
Cloathing,reMshment8snd  all  other  benefits  given,  orwhidb  should 
be  giyen,  by  the  aeyeral  States  to  their  proper  quotas  ef  Troops — ^That 
your  memorialist  observes  in  the  Bill  now  depending  before  your  Hon. 
House,  intitled,  ^  An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  supply,  and  Hon- 
orable reward  of  the  PensyUania  Troops  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  of  North  America"— Col.  Ptootor's  Reg<  of  Artillery  (One  of 
the  G<R^  to  which  the  above  mentioned  resolve  refers)-— is  expressly 
eompfehended,  that  ^  Corps  of  Artillery  Artificers  under  the 
Command  of  your  Memorialist,  is  engaaed  to  serve  during  the  War, 
(a  few  men  excepted,  who  are  inlisted  tot  three  years  only,)  and  by 
another  rescue  of  Gcttgress  passed  the  11  Feb'y,  1778,  are  promised 
every  benefit  allowed  by  Congress  to  the  Continental  Artillery;  that 
the  Corpe  of  Artillery  artifieers,  limn  the  nature  of  their  servioe,  are 
unvoidiibly  exehided  &on  the  Honoxi  as  well  at  the  Duigere  of  the 
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fidd;  have  yet  in  like  manner  with  other  Officers  and  Soldiers, 
^'Saorafioed  private  considerations  to  the  pnblio  good/'  faayeing 
devoted  their  whole  time  to  the  Servioe  of  the  States,  for  a  scanty 
pay  by  no  means  adequate  to  their  support,  in  consequence  of  which 
many  have  been  and  are  much  distress'dy  and  others jnyolved  in  debt 
— ^That  ihia  Corps  have  chearfully  borne  all  these  inconveniences, 
hardships  and  losses,  thinking  themselves  closely  oonnected  with  the 
direct  Military  Line  of  the  Army,  subject  on  any  emergency  to  take 
the  Field,  (For  which  they  have  been  practised  accordingly,  as  well  m 
the  management  of  Gannon  as  small  Arms,)  and  intitled  to  the  same 
rewards  as  other  Officers  and  Soldiers  faithfully  serveing  the  United 
States : — and  that  if  the  Corps  should  now  be  excluded  from  the 
benefits  granted  by  the  State  to  the  Pennsylvania  Line,  it  will  damp 
the  Zeal  of  both  the  Officers  and  men  in  the  common  cause,  and 
probably  end  in  the  resignation  of  the  former,  and  discontent,  negleot 
of  doty,  and  desertion  of  the  latter.  Your  Memorialist  therefore 
begs  leave  to  submit  to  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  vour  Honorable 
House  to  decide  whether  such  of  the  Corps  of  Artillery  Artificers  as 
belong  to  this  State  may  not  with  propriety  claim  and  be  intitled  to 
the  iSnefits  they  have  been  taught  to  expect,  and  which  are  now 
proposed  to  be  given,  by  the  bill  before  mentioned,  to  the  Officers 
and  Soldiers  in  the  Pennsylvania  Line. 

BENJ.  FLOWKB,  CoL  Ay.  A. 
2  October,  1779,  Phila*. 

(Copy.) 


Prbs.  Reed  to  Comhissionebs  fob  Pbocubing  Salt,  1779. 

Council  Chamber, 

Nov.  27, 1779. 
Sir,.' 

In  Answer  to  your  letter  this  day  respecting  salt  taken  during 
the  City  Committee  which  has  been  laid  before  the  Council,  I  am 
to  inform  yon  &  the  other  Commissioners  Uiai  the  Redelivery  can 
only  be  extended  to  these  Persons  whose  Salt  was  reoeived  br  yon 
under  the  Authority  of  this  Board.  If  any  Salt  was  delivered  over 
to  yon  by  the  Committee  so  as  to  oompose  a  Pari  of  the  Sto<dc  in 
your  Hmids  &  it  oan  be  ascertained  such  Penons  wonld  be  entitled 
to  reoeive  a  proportionate  Part  of  the  Salt  remaining.  But  there  is 
a  material  diiforenoe  between  the  case  of  Persons  whose  Salt  was  taken 
in  Porauanee  of  our  Authority  and  that  delivered  b^re  to  any  other 
Persons  acting  in  any  pnblick  Line,  the  latter  having  been  a  volnnta- 
ly  Offer  on  the  Part  of  the  Holdera  of  the  Salt  k  whioh  we  should 
not  expect  they  wonld  now  reclaim— wfaersas  the  other  was  a  com* 
polsoryMeasuraadoptediaapabliokExigettOfr-^IfanyDiffioaltyi 
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m^A  6ASii^  be  otherwise  settM.  Hie  ¥ti6e  in  #hleh  t&»Oiiairge 
vas  WMtde  i»  fai  ilii»  eise  material. 

Mr.  Mease  Ima  an  Oder  from  tke  Board  en  tke  Treararf  fer  the 
Ml  Aueimi  of  bis  Salt  as  had  Ut.  FitEimcne  for  tbe  fint  Ptooel. 

Aoold  time  be  any  Penofts  who  ha^e  feeerred  tbeir  Money  Care 
moat  be  taken  Aat  upon  Cbe  BeUin  of  tbe^'flalt  theM  should  be  a 
pnpertioiMite  Bepaymeai. 

To  Mr.  Bobert  Aitken,  See'y  to  Gommi^^  kt. 


Col.  Samubl  Huntbr  to  Pass.  Bebd,  1779» 

Sunbury  NoYember  27th  1779. 
Sir,  ... 

Yoon  of  the  ^Oth  nit,  T  received  informing  me  of  What  yon  bad 
done  in  Begard  of  proooring  some  Troops  for  the  Safety  of  this  coon* 
ty,  in  Gonaeqnenee  of  which  the  Board  of  War  has  ordered  the  Ger- 
man Begimen4  tfaetwss  at  Wyomiog  to  this  pteoe,  aad  desired  the 
commanding  Officer  io  advice  with  me  in  Stationing  his  troops  in 
soeh  manner  and  places  as  would  be  deemed  most  proper  for  the 
Protection  of  the  Inhabitants  and  the  security  of  his  men.  When  the 
Coly  of  the  Begiment  and  I  met  upon  this,  I  found  the  number  be 
had  not  anfficient  to  Garns  th^  different  posts  1  made  mention  of  to 
him.  Which  I  thought  would  give  the  most  Effectual  support  and 
protection  to  the  distressed  Inhabitants^  Was  to  Bebuild  Fort  Muney 
and  Ganison  it  with  one  Hundred  men.  twenty  five  men  at  Fort 
Jenkinfly  a  eeijents  Gaard  at  Bo8l;^s  mills  on  Chilisquake  and  an- 
oUier  8eij**  Guard  at  Titsols  mill*  in  Buffaloa  Taly  and  the  remain^ 
der  where  the  Commanding.  Officer  resided,  as  I  was  informed  the 
B^ment  obnsisted  of  two.  Hundred  men  but  instead  of  that  nvmr 
ber,  there  waa  but  one  Hundred  &  twenty  Bfieotive  mea  Exclusive 
of  Offbersy  that  we  had  but  sixty  men  to  Order  out  to  the  Frontiers, 
as  the  Commending  Qffioer  is  Besolved  to  keep  the  one  Half  with 
himself  io  Sunbuij  to  Believe  th^  Others  Moothly  so  that  there  is 
bat  for^  men  at  Hontgomefys  Fort  twelve  miles  on  this  side  Fort 
Uuney  \  twei^ty  men  at.  Fort  Jenkins,  Captain  Komplen  and  his  conv 
faay  of  Bangers  which  consists  of  fourteen  men  is  stationed  at  Miop 
egers  nlaoe  on  the  west  Branch  about  seventeen  miles  from  Sunbury, 
£emplen  has  recruted  some  men  lately  for  six  months,  which  I 
would  be  desirous  to  know  if  its  agreeable  to  Council  he  should  re- 
ante  for  that  time. 

The  5'^  Bwt,  these  WIS  ette  Janes  Clark  Killed  and  scalped  up 
at  Money  Creek  (he  wai^- found  the  same  day,)  and  Various  are  tho 
eoDjectures  whether  he  was  Killed  by  the  Savages  or  some  of  our  Owen 
peopk,  as  no  Signs  of  any  Indians  or  discoverys  of  any  knowft  Enemy 
beulg  on  eor  Borders  at  that  time,  by  theltomdlt(|iiegp«viy  wehad 

2* 


80  PESUfBYLYAmii  ABCHIVBS  177»* 

onii  b«t  I  hope  now  by  the  ffow  fiJlbg  pritjr  deep,  U  will  ^  a 
stop  to  the  Sayegea  from  making  inroada  on  our  frontiev  UIl  towards 
Spring  and  as  there  is  no  aocouni  of  any  Indiaoa  oomeing  from  the 
Northward  to  sne.  for  peacoi  in  the  Distreand  Gonditioop  People 
would  imagine  they  most  be  iO|  seems  Very  strange  whieh  makes  me 
afraid  they  are  meditating  something  omel  against  our  Frontiev 
Cottntys  Early  in  the  next  spring,  but  I  traat  in  God  it  may  not  b« 
the  ease. 

I  am  sir  with  Great  Estettn  yonr  Exoelleneys 
most  Obed.  k  very  Humble  Serrt 

SAM.  HUNTEB  D.  N.  a 
Directed, 

His  EzoeQency  Joseph  Reed  Esq'  President  of  the  Supreme  Bx- 
eoutive  Connoil  of  the  State  of  Pennsyhania. 


Wm.  Hkitrt  to  Prbs.  Bebd,  1779. 

Lancaster,  November  27, 1779. 
Sir, 

T  tm  infcraed  one  John  Mnsser  of  this  Town  has  lately  purehAed 
a  Traet  of  land  of  about  600  Acres,  eommonly  known  by  the  Name 
of  the  Oonestoga  Manner,  of  John  Penn,  late  Gorernor,  of  Pennsyl* 
Tania,  ibr  nine  Pooilds  the  Acre  hard  Honey.  At  the  Time  the 
Lands  in  this  part  of  the  province  was  purchased  of  the  Delawarer 
Indians  this  was  Reserved  and  a  Deed  was  made  to  them  and  their' 
Heirs,  fto.,  the  Indians  who  resided  on  it  were  killed  by  a  Number 
of  People  in  a  former  t^ar  and  the  Deed  fell  into  the  hands  of  John 
Hay,  tnen  Sheriff  of  Lancaster  Oounty,  who  delivered  the  same  to 
Mr.  John  Penn.— This  piece  of  Land  was  afterwards  daimed  by  Btr 
WiHiam  Johnston  in  behalf  of  the  Heirs,  in  Oonsequenee  of  whidi 
the  use  of  the  Land  was  given  to  Mr.  Thomas  Barton  who  is  gone 
over  to  the  Enemy.  Mrs.  Susana  Wright  could  give  I  believe  a 
more  satisfactory  Account  of  this  Adair  than  I  can.  It  may  be  pro- 
per perhaps  to  enauire  into  this  Afikhr.  I  have  therefbre  thought  it 
my  Duty  to  give  all  the  Information  I  have  been  able  to  eolleet. 
I  am  with  due  Respect, 
Sir, 

your  obed't  hnm.  Servant, 

WILLIAM  HBNRT. 

Directed, 
Bm  ^gmXkBfff  JoMpb  Reed,  Eaq. 


miNsarLTjaiiA  abqhzvxb  vm.  «i 

Omr.  JoHv  ABMSTEOiia  vo  Pris.  Bran,  1779. 

OwIWe,^7lh  Nov.  ITTD. 
Detr  Sirj 

▲laoBgft  die  fev  newsptpera  I  hi^ve  ieea  iiDoe  my  reiuni  to  this 
flMe,  InwUy  one  f«U  into  mj  baads  which  oonvejei  the  tgi^eeble 
Miowit  of  yoor  EtoeUeneiee  re  eieoiioo  to  the  JPresideiiey  of  tho 
SteAe,  vberebj  ay  wwhes  are  oaUrallj  ezoited  that  jour  health  and 
happineiB  to.,  fta,  may  at  leaat  he  ooiMaeoMinUe  vith  yoor  pre- 
greaNYe  administraiMNi. 

The  pteeeat  hour  like  the  eeaaoa  of  the  year  puta  on  a  table  hne 
ear  dja^poin^nent  ia  the  lonth  beiiig  enfavorable  to  the  ezpecUtioa* 
of  an  early  Peaoe,  and  the  wild  depieoiatioa  of  our  mone?  atill  more 
80  to  the  angmentation  &  anpport  of  our  army.  When  la  towa  we 
frndly  hoped  that  aone  qaaatity  of  flour  might  Mfely  haTO  beea 
■hipped  £roai  thia  State  to  a  foreign  macket,  but  oa  eoming  into  the 
eoantry  waa  mneh  enrpriaed  to  fii^  the  lightaeaa  of  our  lut  wintera 
eroMy  to  that  degrse  that  many  farmera  thrMh  out  five  dosen  of 
ahflsa  for  one  Boahel  of  wheat,  whereas  one  Doaen,  or  from  that  to 
eighteen  ahavee  formerly  yieldcKi  a  Baahel,  neither  is  the  weight  what 
it  nenally  baa  been.  Thia  defeet  however  I  find  euieh  more  pmvalent 
on  the  weat  than  oa  the  eaat  aide  of  Sasqaehannai  and  ia  thought  to 
be  oeeaeioned  by  the^  Froat  and  afterward  a  mildne.  Yet  nothing  of 
thia  kind,  nor  i^a  preaomed  will  the  Law  either  be  able  to  deter  the 
diatiUen  of  whiaky  £mm  propeeding  too  far.  The  Lawa  however  of 
the  late  aeamon  of  AaMmUy  have  not  yet  reaehed  this  lengthy  which 
bMiaa  to  ooeasion  aome  oompUat,  and^  the  pobliek  higbwaya  in 
a  bad  mtoatioa  must  probably  now  lie  over  another  season-- 
Whether  the  Majeatratea  at  their  Octob'  Sessions  won'd  have  taken 
meana  to  pievent  thia  long  delinquency  I  cannot  tell,  their  last  sea- 
Bona  here  &  I  believe  alao  at  York  bein([  totally  frnalrated  by  the 
sitting  of  the  Supream  Gonct  at  the  aaaie  time,  w)iich '  tia  to  be  hoped 
will  never  happen  anin  otherwise  Tm  jpersuaded  tis  not  to  be  for- 
^ven.  The  Assemmy  have  done  ripht  in  fixing  on  five  instead  of 
seven  delegates  to  repreaent  them  in  Oonsressy  but  wrong  in  not 
varying  this  ehoiee  in  two  inataneeei  aa  Dr.  Shippen  &  myself  might 
with  equal  decency  ft  propriety  have  been  left  out  thro'  infirmity, 
and  tlua  I  hope  may  atiil  ba  thought  of  &  aooompliahed  at  the  next* 
sitting  of  the  hense,  aa  Integrity  alone  without  a  capaoi^  for  action 
k  attention  to  bnaineas  will  not  do. 

A  Lieutenant  k  aome  aaba  for  the  County  of  Cumberland  ita  said 
aie  now  wanting,  Coll.  Dunlap  lately  appointed  aa  County  Lieut. 


having  declined  the  office  and  wrote  to  seme  members  of.  Assembly 
m  favour  of  a  oertain  Capt  Thoa.  Budianan,  on  behalf  of  whom  I 
have  been  requested  to  write  your  Sxcellency.  Capt  Buchanan  ia 
one  of  the  reduced  officera  ft  waa  I'm  tdd  of  the  lat  Begt  of  thia 
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state  commanded  by  Goll.  Chambers.  I  have  but  a  small  acquaint- 
anoe  of*him  boll  thiak  he  appears  |Mvittv  well  4  has  aa  fair  as  I  have 
beard  a  good  character  among  his  neighboars,  so  that  from  his  mili- 
tary jini<fwledge  oq  Ihe'wbQle  Tm  of  opinion  He  may  fill  the  place  of 
County  Lieutenant  with  greater  accuracy  &  decorum  than  can  well 
be  expected  from  any  of  our  freeholders  less  acquainted  with  that 
kind  of  l^lninkfiy  he  is  ydtmg  ft  aler^  s&M  also  to  be  prudent  ft  *g6od 
Clerk^  from  his  wishes  to  l^  appoiniied  I  pfesume  he  I0  friendly  t& 
G^vemm^  which  We  may  naturally  suppose  must  be  inoreteed  from 
lAke  ties  of  the  office.  If  the  place  is  not  filled  upit  Way  if  you^  pJease 
be  expedient  to  sh<iw  this  paragraph  to*  G<>tl.  Bayard^  Mr.  Biyan  A^ 
Mr.  Hpge,  who  will  afterwards  use  their  pleasno. 

Our*army  before  this  time  I  pi^dsume  m  fontfkig  New  Ruts  for 
Qrs  and  prou'l  probably  haye  the  Gkneral  part  of  the  waiter  te  Town 
for  certain  purposes^  wliat  else  can  be  done  but-to-retreneh-.the  cstn»' 
Bxpences  In  yarioas  departments,  and  depend  oft  the  MiHtia  of  the 
States  to  assist  die  army  thn/  the  ensuing  campaiM  as  i«ed  maj 
r^utre,  reenrititg  by  enlistttent  being  in  all  probability  now  im* 
practioable  until  our*  Currency  reoetve  a  very  affibrent  ft  standings 
Talue.  But  shouM  Bnlisting  be  attempted,  the  redieufous  Idea  of  a* 
targe  nomtnal  Boutify  ought  to  be  rejected  as  injurious  in  the  eiid» 
nor  wou'd  it  even  be  rec'd' by  proper  men,  as  in  my  ophiion  thoso, 
only  wfit  inlist  who  from  a  preference  of  the  soldiers  life- to  that  of 
Labour,  knon^ing  they  will  be  doathed  ft  fed,  may  as  fceally  A  sis' 
easily  be  obtain^  oiti  a  moderate,  as  on  An'  enoitacus  nominal  sum. 
If  yoti  think  this  opinion  may  be  of  any  use,  you  wiii  doubtless  ^cm^ 
municate  it^  tcf  the  General,  or  such  members  of  Ccmgresii  as  yon  may* 
think  proper.  Please  to  present  my  best  respecte  to  your  Lady,  m^ 
venerable  old  fHend  Mm.  Bebext  ft  Miss  Polty  Itted^  eotom^l  Pettit 
if  oonrenient  "  ' 

And  belies  me  desx. 

with  grcttb  truiii  to:  ba  y '  1 

Bxoelle^es  most  respectful 

ft  Most  humble  Seryant) 

.  JOHN  AEJtSTEONa. 

.  I  fiad.my  son  baa  lately  been  in  tewn  but  being  a  strai^;er  to  muny 
ciianioterB  there  I  had  wrote  hinr  in  iOotob'  00  whom  to  ^1»  b«t  fi^ 
Igr  aUne  from  him  he  .had  not  read  them  ktteia  ^  vasioUiged  to  jre* 
turn  suddenly.  .  .      t 

'•    ■  '         .  -  f  / 

His  Hicenencj  Joseph  Ke^,  Bsqtiife  •President  rf  the  fecnte  of 
Penniayhania,  Phfladelphm.  ..    -     r  . 
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Patrick  Rick  to  David  Franks,  1779. 

£iliiabeth  Town,  DeMmte  4th,  1779. 
liBtf  Sir, 

A|;reeaUe  to  my  firequent  late  advises  to  tou  from  New  Toilt,  in- 
Ibnning  that  your  presence  there  in  order  to  have  a  personal  interriew 
with  the  Commander  in  Chief,  to  settle  &  agree  on  Certain  prices  for 
the  ProTisions  8nppl/d  the  British  Msonen  i0  Agent  to  the  Con- 
tncton,  I  nofw  eoniina  4ind  personally  repeat  to  yon,  it  is  the  express 
Onhar  ft  direetions  from  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  to  the  Commander 
in  Chief  to  make  snoh  Settlement  with  yon  only,  as  na  more  Cortifi- 
eatea  are  to  he  granted  as  nsnal,  and  I  now  find  that  it  is  intirely  out 
of  my  power  to  do  any  thing  farther  in  Receiving  the  jnst  OoDMder* 
atkm  for  the  Amonnft  of  saM  Piovisifaa^  the  aedonat  has  bf^sn  pro- 
perly passed  at  the  Commissary  Generals  Office  in  the  usual  w^y» 
and  farther  the  large  and  heavy  %dvance  you  are  in  for  Contingencies  . 
to  the  siek,  wound^  &o.,  is  acknowledgad  to  be  right,  &  furnished 
hy  good  Authm^,  but  for  the  same  reasons  as  before  men;tioned  yon 
Certainly  ate  the  only  person  that  can  agree  upon  a  Just  price  &  due 
proportion  of  and  on  said  accounts;  Therefore  yon  must  again  apply 
io  Anfliorfty  fbr  a  Psss  to  enable  yo«  dhreetly  to  come  into  Hew 
Tork,  to  endeat^  to  putan  end  to  the  tiild  heavy  k  weiflfaty  mattert 
whieh  ao  nearly  eoncems  both  you  and  yoar  fnends,  tne  effsets  ef 
the  long  delay  ft  disappointmente  I  harre-  ne  oooasidn  to  repeat  as  yos 
are  so  weii  acquainted  with  all  the  disafiveeahle  Uonseqnenoaa  at* 
tending  thereon,  and  it  is  my  firm  bi^lef  thataSettilement  would 
then  be  made,  ft  we  return  home,  whiob  I  most  ardently  pray  lor, 
A  pass  fbr  your  landing  in  New  Tork,  I  ba^  fwtitiened  for,  and  oh* 
tained. 

I  beg  ledve  to  assure  you       ■  -        f  -         ' 
that  I  aoL  meet  truly  ft  sincerely  . 
Dear  9ir,  yofir  moat  obed^ 

ftTeryhbbl8ervanl,  ^^ 

PATRICK  RICfB. 

David  Franks,  Gaq«,PbiIa4cIpliia. 


M  PBNNSTLTANIA  ABSWJW  1718^ 

Wm.  AftMSTROKa  TO  Pres.  Rbsd,  1779. 

To  his  Ezoellenoj  Joseph  Reed;  Esq.,  and  Hononrmble  the  Sa» 
preme  Sxemitwe  OooaciL 

Willism  Armstrong  presents  his  eompliments  requesting  the  saifr 
of  Four  Thousand  pounds  for  the  puroose  of  paying  the  workmen  & 
sundry  materials  purchased  for  the  mortifications  on  the  Delaware^ 
and  jou'll  oblige, 

Your  most  Obedient 

&  very  Homble  Senr% 

W.  A. 
December  Ist,  1779. 
Dirtciedf 
His  Bzoellenoy  Joseph  Re6d|  Esq.,  President 


pRBS.  Ekbd  to  Francis  Swainb,  17791 

Tho'  the  Distribution  of  the  Officers'  Gloathing  cannot  be  impoeed 
vpon  you  as  a  Duty,  upon  the  strict  Line  of  your  Appointment,  yel 
ike  SupNme  Executive  Gonncil  repose  so  much  confidence  in  yoo  a» 
to  belieTS  you  will  readily  undertake  it,  &  having  had  your  Servicis 
so  far,  may  depend  upon  your  completing  the  Business.  .  la 
which  yon  will  please  to  observe  the  following  Directions  >— 

First.  The  Gloathing  being  packed  up  te^mentally,  you  are  to 
be  eareful  that  no  Box  or  Oase  be  opened  but  in  the  Presence  of  the 
Pay  Master  of  the  Regiment,  to  which  it  is  directed  or  in  Gaae  of. 
his  Absence  to  some 'Officer  nominated  for  that  Purpose  by  the 
Field  Officers. 

Secondly.  When  Articles  suoh  as  Hats,  Shoes,  are  paok'd  up 
together  you  are  to  divide  such  Artieles  as  near  as  may  be  in 
Quiidity  &  QuAndty,  and  then  the  req^octive  Pay  Maaters  to  draw 
Lots  for  them  so  divided. 

Thirdly.  As  there  is  a  Difference  in  the  Number  of  Officers  in 
the  Regiments,  each  Pay  Master  is  to  bring  with  him  a  List  oorre*- 
pendent  to  that  sent  down  here,  upon  which  the  Gloathinj;  has  been 
prepared.  Noting  any  Alterations  by  Death  or  Resignation,  &  then 
each  Quarter  Master  is  only  to  take  as  many  Suits  of  Gloaths,  Hats, 
&0.,  as  will  supply  each  Officer  completely  with  one  Suit,  agreeable 
to  Uie  Law  of  the  State  which  you  will  also  have  for  your  Gnide. 
None  are  to  draw  but  those  specified  in  the  Law,  &  in  the  Manner 
therein  prescribed.  Whatever  is  left  after  this  you  are  to  reserve  & 
render  an  Account  thereof  to  ns. 
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Foiirthly.  No  officer  can  draw  in  Virtue  of  any  Nomination  or 
Appointment  .meroKj,  but  only  aeo^rdiag  to  the  Coamuision  or 
Warrant  aetoally  held. 

Fifthly.  .The  surgeon  of  CoL  Proctor's  Begiment  having  been 
imgakrly  appointed,  &  the  Mate  who  served  darioir  the  Campaign 
k  war  retnmed  as  the  Surgeon,  having  received  a  Suit  of  Cloathf 
here,  the  present  Surgeon  is  net  deemed  intitled. 

Sixthly.  Boots  not  being  an  Article  directed  by  Law,  One  Pair 
k  to  be  conadered  as  equivalent  to  three  Pair  of  Shoes  &  drawn 
aeooordingly.  The  Difficulty  of  procuring  proper  Cloth  has  prevented 
more  than  one  Pair  of  Breeehes  to  be  {ormided,  but  Justice  will 
be  dk>ne  the  Officers  in  this  Bespeot. 

Seventhly.  Ton  are  to  take  Beceipts  from  each  Q'  Master,  rezcepi 
for  the  General  Officers)  specifyiuK  the  Number  of  Suit^  Shires, 
HatSy  Sboes  or  Boots  &  other  Axtides  delivered  to  him,  &  he  is,  in 
a  leaaonaUe  Time^  to  return  yon  a  Receipt  from  each  Officer  of  his 
Bcjnvient — ^returning  to  you  any  Surplus. 

Eighthly.  In  Case  of  any  Claims  n^ade  which  are  doubtful  as  not 
being  within  the  express  Letter  of  the  Act  of  Assembly,  you  are  to 
reserve  them  for  the  Determination  of  the  Gonncil|  agreeable  to  the 
last  Seetion  of  the  Law. 


GkHL.  WASHINeTON  TO  PRBS,  BXBD,   1779. 

Head  Quarters^  Morris  Town, 

December  4%  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  and  the  Council  by 
the  eonveyaaoe  which  now  offers  by  Express,  that  Monday  the  20th 
Instant^  is  appointed  for  proceeding  in  the  trial  of  Major  G^nl. 
Arnold.  The  Conrt  Martial  will  sit  at  the  Camp,  in  th^  vicinity 
of  Moifia  Towa»  I  have  written  to  Mr.  Matiaok  and  informed  him 
of  these  cirenmstanoes,  and  I  request  the  favour  of  Your  Excellency 
to  eanjBMmicala  nolieii  of  (he  samo  to  aby  Witnesses  ihece  nay  be 
besides.  If  these  are  any  in  the  military  UQe,  and  I  am  inform'd 
ef  thorn,  I  will  order  their  attendanoe,  or  if  there  are  any  under  this 
desoription  aft  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Philadelphia,  who  might 
psssibly  go  iioai  theaee  before  they  eonld  receive  my  orders.  Con- 
gieHy  I  am  peranaded,  will|  upon  infonnation  of  Ihelioty  direct 
them  to  attend. 

I  hava  the  honor  to  be» 

With  great  respect^   • 

lonr  Exoelleocy's  most  obedient  Servt, 

G-.  WASHINQTON. 
JOirectedf 

His  Exeellency,  Josq^  Beed,  Bsq^  President  of  the  State  of 
Penailvania. 
G-.  WASHINGTON. 


Pass.  Bsrai  to  Gmn.  WAmKe<roF,  1779. 

Ill  Comieili 

B0^  4, 1779. 
Kr, 

HtviQg  given  you  fall  Information  in  a  fonnerLettef  of  th^ 
State  of  the  Oloathing  designed  fbr  the  Tit>opfl  of  Ptennsjltariiay  it 
will  not  be  neoessary  to  tnmble  yonr  Bxcell^  with  anyfiirther  Infor- 
mation. At  that  Time  it  was  not  known  that  the  Goats  received 
frotn  the  l^oard  of  War  were  actnally  packed  np  &  cased  so  as  to 
make  the  return  here  difficult,  &  inconTenient.  But  bcine  desirous 
to  obviate  every  Difficulty  &  answer  your  Wishes  intirely  on  this 
Bubjecty  the  Council  have  resolved  that  the  Gloathrog  so  aefivenKl 
to  us  should  be  deemed  to  belong  to  (he  United  States,  ft  be  under 
the  Krection  of  the  Clothier  General,  as  if  no  Delivery  had  been 
made  to  the  Clothier  of  this  State.  Not  doubting  but  such  Direo^ 
tions  win  be  given  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  as  will  best  promote 
the  publiek  Interests.  Major  Swaine,  tiie  8tat<^  Clothier,  has  the 
Cloathing  under  hid  Care  ft  a  Copy  of  the  Resolution,  whion  he  will 
communicate  to  your  Ezoelk  ft  obey  your  Orders  or  those  of  the 
Clothier  General  in  the  Disposal  of  the  2000  Coats,  being  the  whole 
we  receiv'd  from  the  Cpntinental  Store. 

We  flatter  ourselves  this  Mode  of  obviating  any  Disoontents  will 
be  quite  agreeable  to  jfour  Ezoellf,  ft  beg  yon  to  believe  we  are  on 
all  Oeeasione  with  the  greatest  Bespect, 

Your  Excell'ys  Obed.  ft  very  H'bble  Serv. 

Signed  in  Behalf  of  tho  CoundL   '. 


GAPtAiH   TfiOM'ft  Gahpbbu  xo  CociTcix^  1779u 

TV>  the  Honourable  Mettiberviw  Oo«n91,  i  Bneg  Leario  pmmt^ 
troo  Copy  ^  »  Letter  to  Col*  Broadbeady  Whiofa  I  aii  aristed  for,  and 
gtv  s»m  KeaMiis  for  the  Wanttlk  Bxptesaed  in  My  Latter.  Bdof 
•nkf^  by  Col-  Loochery  to  Maveh  my  OoB^MA;f  to  fort  Wallia,  I 
then  applied  to  Col"  Broadhead  for  hones  and  ptoviaoB- to  tsaaapovt 
My  OompaDy  to  my  New  post.  WasRsfased  Svppyasof  enrery  kind; 
Likeways  teen  of  My  Men  Being  inlisted  into  the  A  yamsjlvasis 
Reg*,  Before  the  terms  of  their  inlistVMnto  aw  eipiMd.  Nar  Wear 
the  Discharged  from  My  Company;  the  wfl»aiB#  Detained,  and  Not 
Sufered  tb  Mareh  wiifa  tlm  CoapaBy;  thenfoce  I  submit  My  Celf 
to  this  BonoaraUe  Bord.  I  have  the  Honour 
to  Be  your  obed* 

and  HnmUs  Sarr^ 

THO  CAMPBELL,  Cap^. 
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Hed  Qoarters^  Hanutown,  Dec'  8%  1779. 

Sir, 

I  wood  be  glad  to  know  by  Wbat  athority  my  men  is  Detained ; 
or,  if  it  is  By  your  orders,  I  will  inform  you  that  their  times  is  ^ot 
ont.  Neither  are  the  Discharged ;  therefore  I  Reqnist  yon  Will  send 
them  or  give  My  Sargeant  Liberty  to  March  them  to  this  place  to 
join  Mj  Company;  other  Ways,  I  will  Be  under  the  Needsesity  of 
Demanding  them  on-other  tearms^  as  their  inlistments  U  Not  agreable 
to  the  Begnlations  of  the  army.  You  are  not  unaquent'd  with  the 
ardelea  of  War ;  please  to  Look  Sexion  Sizt,  article  third.  I  Wait 
year  answer,  agreeable  to  Which  I  Will  proooeed.  I  heave  the 
Honour^  8ir^  to  be  yoar 

obedient  Sarv*, 

THO  CAMPBELL,  Capt, 
ZHrededj 

To  His  Ezoln'cy,  Joseph  Reed,  president  in  Oonncil. 


MoHS.  Dxj  PoBTAiL  TO  Pbes.  Reed,  1779. 

Morris  Town,  December  12**,  1779. 
Sir, 

Yoor  EzoelleBcy  has  been  pleased  at  my  passage  at  Philadelphia, 
to  make  me  the  promise  to  send  immediately  at  Camp  some  queriu^ 
of  the  Counsel  respecting  the  pr<^o0al  which  I  made  to  levy  for  the 
State  of  PensylTsnia,  one  of  the  Companies  of  Sappers  &  Miners 
wbiofa  are  to  be  form'd«  I  am,  moreover,  in  the  necessity  to  know 
what  determination  the  Counsel  think  proper  to  take  on  that  Subject, 
and  shonld  be  infinitely  oblig'd  to  ycur  Excellency  to  inform  me  of 
it  by  writing. — M*"  de  Casting,  my  aid  de  Camp^  whom  I  have  the 
honour  of  presenting  to  you,  will  take  the  charge  of  the  answer  of 
yoor  Bzeellency,  to  whom  he  may  also  give  all  the  detaik  respecting 
that  Corps. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  highest  Bespect, 
your  Ezoellcncy^s 

The  most  humble  A 

most  obedient  Servant, 

DU  POBTAIL. 

His  EzoelleDcy,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  Premdent  of  the  State, 
Philadelphia. 

«  See  Vol.  TIL,  page  €90. 
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Board  of  War  to   Prbs.  Bbeb,  1779. 

War  Office,  Dec  13, 1779. 
Sir, 

We  have  Uiis  moment  reoeived  advice  from  CoL  RawliDgs  Aat  ho 
will  have  aaecond  gaard  ready  for  aeoaring  priaonen  at  fort  Fred- 
erick, bj  the  first  of  Januarj  next  We  beg  joor  EzocUeBcv  to 
inform  us  whether  vou  can  favour  us  with  a  guard  of  militia  to 
escort  them  thither,  k  how  soon )  and  if  a  guard  can  be  famished, 
we  request  one  may  be  ordered.  One  hundred  men,  including  offi- 
cers, we  suppose  will  be  sufficient,  as  the  number  of  prisoners  will  be 
but  about  four  hundred.  The  scarcity  of  provisions  &  wood  will 
render  it  extremely  difficult  to  support  the  prisoners  here,  and 
(as  was  suggested  by  the  Council)  are  urgent  inducements  for  their 
retnoval.  Col*  Bawlings  has  already  laid  in  provisions  for  them  fit 
Fort  Frederick,  &  wood  is  at  hand.  Their  remaining  here  would, 
therefore,  prove  doubly  injurious  to  the  States;  For  Uiese  reasons, 
your  Excellency  will  permit  us  again  earnestly  to  request  that  the 
necessary  guard  may  oe  immediately  ordered  out 
We  have  the  honour  to  be, 
very  respectfully, 

your  Excellency' s 

most  obedient  servants. 

By  order  of  the  board, 

TIM.  PIGKS&INa. 
JNreelecf, 
His  Excelleney,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.j 
War  Office. 


CoL.  Brobhbad  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1779. 

Pittsburgh,  Deo'  18th,  1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

lam  honored  with  your  soTeral  favors  of  the  80th  October,*  &  the 
19th  &  20th  of  Novem'. 

I  should  have  been  clad  to  have  had  an  earlyer  information  re- 
specting the  Corps  of  Rangers,  But  being  uninformed  I  thought  it 
very  extraordinary  that  they  should  be  subsisted  out  of  the  publie 
Magasines  &  yet  be  under  the  seperate  direction  of  a  County  Lieut. 
Those  companies  have  hitherto  been  stationed  at  Kittamting  (Fort 
Armstrong)  and  at  Pocketos  (Fort  Crawford)  but  as  ihe  Terma  of 

♦  Bee  VoL  VII.,  page  771. 
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Ae  Men  ware  neatly  Mcpired  &  the  Rirer  likelj  to  elose  wiUi  ioe,  I 
otdered  the  Troops  lo  this  plaoe  beoause  I  apprehended  no  Danger 
ftOBk  the  Eaemj  daring  the  Winter  Season,  and  if  proTisions  had 
hmm  bad  in  at  those  poets  they  mnst  haye  been  exposed  to  losi 
bendes  it  vonld  have  been  quite  impracticable  to  have  snpplied  them 
with  fresh  provisions,  and  the  (garters  at  those  posts  were  too  nn- 
comfortable  for  naked  men.  For  though  the  State  have  provided 
the  Troops  with  Shoes  &  Blankets  they  are  not  yet  arrived. 

Gbi|pt.  Molntire  eertaioly  wss  deficient  in  not  informing  yon  thai 
he  was  to  escort  np  sooh  Cloathing  as  the  State  ft  the  Board  of  war 
should  be  pleased  to  foraish  for  the  Troops  in  this  District,  and  if 
my  Measory  serves  me  I  requested  him  to  inform  yon  particalarry  of 
his  errand. 

As  soon  as  I  knew  it  was  required  I  remitted  to  yon  a  rstnm  of 
By  Bfi^SMot  whieh  I  hope  yon  have  received,  and  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  inform  yon  that  notwithstanding  the  high  Bounty  given 
by  o«r  neighbours  the  Virginians,  I  have  lately  recruited  upwards  of 
twenty  men  and  they  have  not  reoruited  half  .that  number.  Indeed 
I  oooeei^  that  the  9th  V.  Regt.  &  several  other  Corps  claimed  by 
that  State  will  make  a  part  of  our  quota  as  soon  as  the  line  is  deter- 
SBined  between  the  States,  they  having  chiefly  been  recruited  within 
ow  State. 

I  am  very  thankftill  for  the  supplies  afforded  by  onr  State.  I 
know  that  great  difficulties  must  attend  the  procuring  them  at  present 
and  I  am  certain  that  every  officer  ft  soldier  in  my  Begt.  entertain 
the  highest  sense  of  gratitude  towards  onr  legislature  in  genend  ft 
towards  you  in  particular. 

In  recrnitinff  men  I  endeavoured  as  much  as  possible  to  save  the 
State  Bounty  out  it  appeared  to  have  greater  weight  with  the  re- 
emlts  than  any  other  money  ft  Virg*  holding  out  750  Dollars  to  the 
SUM  men,  I  could  not  avoid  giving  them  our  260}  and  will  remit 
yon  an  exact  aoc*  of  the  money  I  have  advanced  for  the  State  as  soon 
as  the  recruiting  officers  have  settled  with  the  Auditor. 

I  am  exceeding  qprry  to  find  that  our  sanguine  expectations  from 
the  Southward  are  defeated  and  I  dread  the  consequences  to  the  states 
of  Carolina  ft  Oeorgia  however  I  hope  we  shall  retaliate  before  spring 
there  or  in  some  other  quarter.  For  my  own  part  (^  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  this  frontier  are  freed  from  apprehension  of  Danger  for  this 
winter),  I  hope  either  to  be  in  Detroit  or  the  Natchez  be&re  Spring 
ft  to  convince  you  that  I  am  not  much  inclined  to  quit  the  Service 
whdst  an  Bnemy  femains  irithin  our  Country. 

I  am  sorry  the  Board  of  war  could  not  furnish  a  larger  supply  of 
Shoes  and  a  number  of  Hats,  It  is  almost  incredible  how  fast  men 
wear  out  Shoes  in  this  kind  of  service  but  the  shoes  we  have  hitherto 
received  were  scarce  worth  the  expence  of  transportation. 

I  meet  with  littie  perplexity  in  the  common  cause  of  my  Duty  but 
the  want  of  many  necessary  articles  for  the  Troops  ft  Indians  the 
want  of  money  in  every  Deparment  with  the  diffioulty  of  getting  the 
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ordinaiy  supplies  &  the  tronUo  of  the  IndiaBS  who  for  political 

80D8  I  am  oblidged  to  admit  Drunk  &  sober  on  all  oecasiooa  theie 
with  the  uadetermioed  State  of  the  righto  of  the  Oarrieon  &  a  rae*> 
oally  set  of  Inhabitaa  to  at  this  plaoe  is  si^oieot  to  deetroj  the  paUeooe 
of  Job. 

I  will  endeavor  to  oblidge  Capt.  Molatire  w^^  some  GloatUng  aa 
I  think  him  deserving. 

Capt.  Irvine  left  his  post  without  any  leave  from  me  but  as  it  ap* 
pears  he  was  under  the  direotion  of  (his  son  in  law)  Mr.  Looherj  he 
is  probably  jostifiable  on  having  obtained  leave  from  him. 

Please  to  accept  my  best  Thanks  for  the  paper  &  pamphleto,  I  have 
likewise  had  the  pleasure  of  reading  a  number  of  well  oaloalated 
Laws  of  our  State  for  which  I  presume  I  must  be  indebted  to  you. 
This  regard  gives  me  the  highest  satisfaction  for  though  acting  as  a 
soldier,  I  am  ever  concerned  for  the  welfare  of  the  State  of  which  I 
have  the  Honor  to  be  a  member. 

The  sending  Capt.  Finley  was  owing  to  a  presumption  that  as  yea 
had  wrote  for  an  officer  to  take  charge  of  the  Cloathing,  Capt.  Mo 
Intire  might  have  set  out  with  only  a  part  and  such  other  articlea  as 
I  had  wrote  for  to  the  Honble  Board  of  war. 

Give  me  leave  to  assure  you  as  I  do  without  Flattery  that  it  gives 
me  infinite  pleasure  to  find  you  are  again  elected  to  the  Presidency 
of  the  State,  this  is  a  tadt  acknowledgement  of  the  peoples  Confi- 
dence of  which  I  sincerely  wish  a  long  continuance. 

Please  to  present  my  respeotfull  Complimento  to  CoIU  Bayard  and 
believe  me  to  be  with  the  sinoerest  reg^  &  esteem  your  most, 
Obcd't  k 

Hble  Serv*, 

DANIEL  BBODHEAD. 

Directed, 
His  Excellency  Gov.  Beed. 


Col,  Lund  Wbltiteb  to  Board  of  War,  1779. 

Sunbury,  December  ISth,  1779. 

Gentlemen, 

On  my  being  ordered  down  from  Wyoming  the  first  consideration 
which  engaged  my  attention  with  regard  to  posting  the  Troops  under 
my  command  was  to  find  what  position  Col.  Hartley  and  the  other 
Gentlemen  who  had  preceeded  me  in  this  command  had  taken.  I 
found  Fort  Muncy  on  the  West  and  Fort  Jenkins  on  the  East  branch 
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wUk  tBe  Magazine  at  Svnbvrj  to  have  been  the  only  Standing  Posts 
thai  were  oocapied.  This  Position  (which  I  have  never  since  heard 
censored)  I  endeavoured  to  revive.  CoL  Hunter  whom  I  oonsulted 
was  of  the  same  opinion)  the  only  difficnlty  was  to  fix  on  some  place 
eqnaUy  well  adapted  to  cover  the  Frontier  as  Fort  Mnncy  was :  Fort 
Mancy  having  been^evacnated  and  destroyed — McClungg  was  agreed 
on  and  a  detachment  of  the  Troops  accordingly  took  post  there  the 
5th  of  last  month.  The  Troops  however  found  this  place  so  void  of 
shelter  and  so  barren  of  Timber,  that  they  were  oblidged  to  abandon 
it.  The  information  given  to  Coancil  of  the  defences  erected  at  this 
Plaee  being  totally  false  and  groundless;  This  detatchment  accord- 
ingly moved  to  a  place  called  Mountgomorey's  nearer  to  Basley's  Mill 
and  equally  well  situated  for  the  defence  of  the  Frontier  as  M"  Ijungs 
at  this  place  the  Troops  having  erected  Barracks  and  other  necessary 
Defences  and  their  vicinity  to  Ba«<Iey'8  Mill  being  not  more  than 
about  2  miles  distant,  makes  another  Post  there  quite  unnecessary 
atpresent — ^Thedetachmeats  to  Mountgomery'sand  Jenkins  have  left 
me  only  men  enough  at  Sunbury  to  mount  a  couple  of  sentries :  I 
ereot  any  new  Poets  without  abuidoning  those  already  occupied  and 
the  Season  of  the  year  forbids  such  a  measure — as  to  disputes  amooff 
the  Inhabitants  I  hear  of  none,  I  know  of  none.  But  there  b  a  Kivai 
Town  over  the  River  which  is  not  without  its  factious  Citizens  and 
am  of  opinion  that  great  part  of  the  Complaints  made  to  Council| 
have  originated  with  one  Ree^  a  discontented  Commisaaryi  who  ('tis 
said)  is  likely  to  be  discharged  and  would  throw  all  into  Confusion 
rather  than  be  unemployed.    The  Council  however  have  been  egro- 

S'ously  abused  by  misrepresentation  and  falsehoods,  this  must  in  pari 
ive  appeared  to  the  Honble  Board  from  my  letter  of  the  6th  ult,, 
informing  of  the  Position  which  the  Regiment  had  taken,  wheieaa 
the  President's  Letter  of  the  22'  places  tnem  all  at  Suubury. 

The  affair  of  the  Ferry  had  engaged  my  attention  before  I  saw  the 
Letter  from  Council.  The  Posts  are  not  to  be  relieved  as  mentioned 
in  the  President's  Letter. 

The  Purchasing  Commissary  is  using  his  utmost  endeavours  to 
have  the  Posts  supply'd  with  a  Suffioieucy  of  Provision  for  the  winter 
in  which  case  any  Magazine  at  Northumberlaud  Town  is  useless.— 
I  am  however  sorry  to  inform  the  Board  of  War  that  not  only  the 
Poets,  but  even  Sunbury  is  likely  soon  to  be  destitute  of  Provisions, 
upon  my  arrival  at  Sunbury  the  Commissary  of  Purchases  applied 
to  me  to  write  down  to  Col.  Coz  and  use  my  influence  verbally  with 
Col.  Cook  to  have  Provisions  brought  up,  particularly  Some  Salt, 
which  was  at  Estherton — I  did  so  but  without  effect,  after  all  our 
Efforts  the  Salt  is  only  now  arrived  and  the  Cattle  are  miserably 
fallen  away. — Flour  and  Liquors  we  are  bow  at  last  informed  are 
not  to  be  had:  I  am  sensible  the  purchases  in  this  County  are  trifling 
and  will  not  Support  us. — I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  much  Blame 
ought  to  lie  on  the  Quarter  Master.    Some  of  them  whose  conduct 
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I  have  had  an  opportaaitj  of  olMaerriagi  av$  to  sty  no  worM  of  ibefia 

miaerablj  indolent 

Lbaye  the  Hon'  to  be^  &o., 

Gent,  your  S't 

LUND.  WELTNBR.* 
IHreetedf 
Hble  board  of  war. 


Col.  Arch.  Loghby  to  Col.  Dak.  Bboadheap,  1779. 

(Copy.) 

Hannas  town,  ye  13th  Dee.,  1779. 
Hon«^Bir, 

His  EzoelloDcy,  the  Precedent  of  this  State,  hass  invested  me  with 
Anthority  to  Station  Capt"  Erwine  &  Cap.  Campbles'  Companys  of 
Raingers  to  Cover  this  County,  Where  I  may  think  their  Service 
Will  Be  of  the  most  Bennifitt  to  the  Distressed  frantears.  I  have 
Bec<  orders  for  that  Purpose. 

In  Consequence  of  Which  Orders,  I  Reouest  of  you  (Sir)  to  send 
these  troops  to  this  Pleace  as  soon  As  Possible,  Where  I  Shal 
Assjn  them  Stations  that  I  flatter  myself  their  Service  Will  be  of 
more  Benifitt  to  this  County  than  it  Can  j^ossibly  Be  in  fort  Pitt,  v 

As  these  troops  are  Paid  and  subsisted  By  the  Contiuant,  I  mast 
Bequest  of  you  (Sir)  to  Give  Orders  for  their  Being  R^ularly  Sap- 
plyed  in  Provitions. 

If  yon  should  think  of  any  offencive  meashurs  to  Be  Carried  oa 
against  the  Savages,  Both  those  troops  my  self  &  all  the  Assistance 
1  Can  Bease  in  this  County  shall  Be  at  your  Command. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  Due  Reguard 

&  Esteem  yoni;  very  Homb*  Sarvt.^ 

A*  LOCHRY,  C.  Lf 

To  Cd.  Dan.  Broadhead.   An  exact  Copy.   Jos.  L.  Vvxlky,  H.  B. 

*  See  Letter  Board  of  War,  Bee.  24. 
t  See  aaswer  to  this,  Deo.  18^ 
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Sbct.  Matlack  to  Col.  Wm.  Coats,  1779. 

PkihMb.,  D^  18, 1779. 
Sir, 

HiB  BxoeDenoy,  the  Pran&nt  bai  jntt  Te<3eiyed  a  request  from 
tlie  Hn'ble  Board  of  War  for  a  Oaanl  to  condaot  Prisoners  from 
this  city  to  Frederick.  His  Excdleacj  desires  to  kooir  whether  the 
tvo  Companies  of  Militia  under  your  direction  for  a  like  purpose 
some  time  ago,  can  now  do  this  duty.  The  time  presses  and  there- 
fore beg  jour  immediate  reply. 

I  am,  &c.,    , 

T.  MATLACK,  Seey 
To  CoL  W.  Coats,  Lieut.  County  Philada. 


EXTEACT  OF  A  LbTTBB  PKOM   GeNL.  WASHINGTON,  1799. 

Eztraot  of  a  letter  from  his  Ezeellenoy,  Genl.  Washington,  dated 
at  Hmvtowa,  Dec  14, 1779. 

*^  If  the  company  lately  commanded  by  Ciq»t.  Lee  ft  Gapt  Porter 
oaa  be  annexed  to  Col.  Proctor's  reg*  withoat  producing  discontents, 
it  will  be  desinible ;  but  as  we  have  had  so  much  uneasiness  k  dis- 
tractioB  on  the  subject  of  rank  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  be 
inquired  what  operation  the  measnre  would  have.  When  this  is 
made  I  will  oommunicate  the  result.''* 


BoABD  ov  Wab  TO  Prb8.  Rbed,  1779. 

War  Office,  Dec.  14, 1779. 
Sir, 

We  are  sonj  we  again  troubled  you  about  a  guard  for  the  prisoners 
destined  for  FM-t  Frederick.  We  are  this  day  informed  that  the 
Virginian  troops  are  all  on  their  march  from  Camp,  &  may  be  at 
Trenton  to  night — part  are  arrived  in  this  city.  We  shall  obtain  a 
competent  guard  of  those  men  whose  times  of  service  will  expire  in 

*  See  letter  Board  of  War,  Dec.  23. 
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the  coarse  of  the  present  month.    If  any  orders  have  been  given  for 
turning  out  a  militia  gonrdj  we  praj  tbej  maj  be  coaQtem^nded. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  respect, 

your  very  obed^  servts.. 
By  order  of  ye  Board. 

TIM.  PICKBBING. 
His  Excellency^  Joseph  Reed;  Esq.,  President,  &o. 
War  office. 


Majob  Jambs  Bbbd,  &c.,  to  Pebs.  Rbbd,  1779. 

Camp  near  Morris  Town,  14th  Dee'r,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  officers  from  Pennsylvania  in  Col.  Hasen's  Regiment  beg 
leave  to  call  your  Excellency's  attention  to  our  particular  sitnation. 
We  entered  the  service  of  our  Country  at  an  early  period,  we  have 
not  hesitated  to  share  every  danger  and  difficulty  in  common  with 
our  Brother  officers,  and  have  also  been  fortunate  enoush  to  be  of 
the  number  of  those  who  had  the  thanks  of  the  Commander  in  chief 
for  our  conduct  in  a  general  battle ;  we  have  often  beeir  detached  a 
great  distance  from  the  grand  army  upon  hard  and  disagreeable 
service,  and  necessarily  on  our  marches  incurred  greater  ezpenoea. 
When  we  took  commissions  in  the  present  R^ment,  engaged  in  the 
common  cause,  we  were  taught  to  believe  we  could  render  as  much 
service  there  as  in  any  other  Corps,  and  by  no  means  expected  to  be 
considered  as  aliens,  or  excluded  any  benefit  common  to  the  officers 
of  the  same  State.  We  have  seen  a  resolution  of  the  Honourable 
the  Congress  last  Spring  calling  for  returns  from  the  additional  Regi- 
ments that  the  States  severally  might  have  credit  for  so  many  officers 
&  soldiers  &  be  accounted  as  parts  of  their  qtiota.  In  consequence 
of  which  the  States  of  Massachusetts  Bay  &  Connecticut  have  con- 
sidered the  officers  &  soldiers  from  their  States  (in  the  same  Regi- 
ment with  ourselves)  as  part  of  their  quota,  and  given  them  all  the 
benefits  &  privileges  of  their  State  Troops ;  from  whence  we  were  in- 
duced to  believe  that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  ^not  less  generous 
than  her  sister  States)  had  made  a  similar  provision  for  us,  untill 
undeceived  bv  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Pennsylvania  lines. 
When  the  claims  of  our  Country  called  us  into  the  Field,  we  chear- 
fully  left  the  pleasures  and  indulgencies  of  retirement  to  encounter 
the  hardships  St  toils  of  war,  not  only  to  protect  the  rights  of  man- 
kind, but  our  own  individual  Liberty,  and  now  when  the  war  is  ap- 
parently drawing  to  a  conclusion,  we  shall  reluctantly  leave  the  work 
unfinished  for  which  we  have  made  so  many  Sacrifices,  btt  the 
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adfiBoed  yanob  otlevetj  neceBBsry  will  not  leave  it  in  oar  power  to 
eoBtinna  m  a  Service  in  which  we  are  so  much  interested,  nnless 
lome  proTiaion  shall  shortly  be  made  for  ns.    Belying  on  yonr  £x- 
MUeoey^a  jii8t|oe  ft  liberality  of  Sentiment  we  are. 
WHh  the  greatest  respect, 
yonr  Exodkndes 

most  obedient  and 

most  Hnmb.  Serv^, 

Jamxs  B.  TLkld,  Bfaj^i 
James  EbEBON,  Capt 
Tho.  Prt,  Oapt 
J.  DuNOAN,  Oapt* 
Wm.  Stuakt,  Lt 
Andbbw  Leb,  Ens. 
L.  MANNING;  Ens. 

Hia  Exeelleney  Joseph  Beid,  Esq'  Freeident  of  the  Honble  Coon- 
cil  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Ihyixaxiok  ojf  Fbskch  Ministbe  to  Pkbs.  &  ColnsiciLy 

1779. 

The  Minister  of  France  presents  his  Oompliments  to  the  Prendent; 
the  Memben  and  Seeretarys  of  the  sapreme  Council  of  PenBylvania, 
and  bcqgs  theit  &voar  of  their  Company  at  Fridai  nezt^  to  dinner^  at 
fcv  o^elock. 

Adonedf 
1779  reo'd  DecF  15th;  Invitation  of  the  Minister  of  France. 

IKreeiedf 

To  the  honnorable  the  President;  Members  and  Seeretarys  of  the 
Supreme  Gooneil  of  Pensylvanm. 


Vou  vm.--3 
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Prss.  Bseb  to  Dielegates  m  CoiraBBSS,  1779. 

In  Goonoil, 

'  PhihuL  IWr  16Ui,  1779. 
OenUemeBi 

It  KB  with  great  CotMem  we  are  obliged  to  call  jonr  Attention  from 
other  important  Duties  to  those  immediately  affeoting  the  Interests 
&  Honour  of  this  State  in  its  relative  Capacity  to  that  of  Virginia. 
It  cannot  be  unknown  to  you  that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  not  only 
from  a  duo  fiespool  to  the  Recommendations  of  Conffress,  but  from 
the  Disporition  ft  Temper  of  its  Citizens  have  manifested  the  moat 
Sincere  Desire  not  only  to  settle  all  Disputes  of  Territory  in  the  most 
amicable  Manner  but  to  forbear  any  irritating  Measures  &  even  to 
suppress  such  Resentments  rather  than  injure  the  oommon  Cause  & 
violate  the  Union  so  necessary  in  the  oommon  Defence— Actuated  by 
these  Principles  we  have  seen  the  State  of  Virginia  in  progressivo 
Encroachments  advancing  upon  the  old  allowed  Territorjr  of  this  State 
taking  Possession  &  otherwise  establishing  themselves  oh  Lands  ever 
deemed  &  considei«d  as  the  Property  of  Pennsylvania  until!  L*  Dun- 
more  in  the  Extravagance  of  his  Views  &  Designs  set  up  Claims  which 
in  their  Infancy  were  reprobated  by  those  who  now  have  thought 

f  roper  to  adopt  them.  We  have  constantly  recommended  to  the 
nhabitants  of  those  Settlements  a  Forbearance  of  all  Acts  of  Vio- 
lence &  HostSity  k  even  passive  Acquiesoeace  under  Injuries  in  full 
Expectation  that  our  Candour  &  Moderation  would  have  produced 
reciprocal  Return.  We  have  made  fmjuent  Proposals  of  amicable 
Setuemeilty  Suspension  of  acts  of  Jurisdiction  A  in  short  pursued 
every  Measure  which  led  to  Peace.  After  much  Delay  on  the  Part . 
of  Virginia  a  Proposal  for  friendly  Accommodation  was  accepted, 
Comipissioners  mutually  appointed  met  at  Baltimore  &  amidst  reeip- 
rooal  &  strong  Professions  of  Friendship  &  Harmonv  signed  an 
Agreement  by  which  a  Boundary  Line  was  established  at  least  30 
Miles  Westward  of  the  Territory  ulahned  in  Consequence  of  1/  Dun- 
more's  Violence  &  Injustice — ^Ihis  Agreement  has  been  laid  before 
the  Assembly  of  this  State  &  received  a  solemn  Ratification  qIP  which 
Notice  has  been  sent  to  the  Qovemment  of  Virginia.  It  cannot  be 
doubted  that  an  Agreement  entered  into  on  the  last  must  have  been 
in  due  Course  laid  by  the  Commissioners  before  their  Constituents, 
&  we  have  not  the  least  Reason  to  believe  it  has  been  rejected,  tho' 
we  do  not  know  that  it  is  confirmed.  In  this  State  of  things  the 
Transactions  referred  to  in  the  inclosed  Letter  from  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Scott  an  Member  of  this  Board  have  taken  Place — ^We  shall  not  make 
any  Remarks  thereon  least  the  Expression  of  those  that  are  most  just 
&  obvious  might  indicate  too  strong  a  Resentment  &  furnish  a  Pretence 
for  fg^her  Violence.    But  the  Repetition  of  Injury  must  naturally 
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ptodiioe  Conseqaenoes  of  the  most  serions  Nature  which  we  sicerely 
deprecate  &  it  is  our  most  earnest  Wish  to  avoid — we  have  therefore 
thooght  it  oar  Batj  to  lay  this  Matter  before  you  as  the  Represen- 
tatiTes  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  great  Assembly  of  Amerioa  convened 
for  the  Porposes  of  general  Union  &  common  Defence  that  you  might 
ttke  their  Sense  th^eupon  &  that  we  may  avail  ourselves  of  their 
Judgment  &  Influence  if  they  conceive  the  common  Interests  of 
America  injured  thereby.  At  the  same  Time  we  shall  make  such  a 
BemoiistFanoe  to  the  State  of  Virginia  as  the  Interests  &  Honour  of 
thia  State  require— if  these  should  be  ineffectual  we  trust  we  shall 
ilaiid  justified  in  the  Eyes  of  God  &  Man  if  availing  ourselves  of  the 
Measa  we  possess  we  afford  that  Support  &  Aid  to  the  much  injured 
k  diatreoed  Inhabitants  of  the  frontear  Counties  which  their  Situsr 
tion  &  oar  Duly  requires.  And  we  trust  onr  Brethren  in  the  common 
Game  will  not  impute  to  us  any  of  the  Consequences  which  anay 
a&ct  them  in  the  farther  Progress  of  this  unhappy  Dispute — when 
they  see  that  no  new  Claim  is  made  by  us — no  Disturbance  on  onr 
Pact  of  any  Person  who  professes  himadf  a  subject  of  Virginia  but 
on  the  other  Hand  amicable  friendly  Settlement  not  only  desired  but 
senght  &  as  we  hoped  happily  attained. 

The  People  of  the  County  of  Westmoreland  are  now  waiting  with 
mat  Anziely  &  the  Express  ia  detained  for  the  Purpose  of  carrying 
ba^  the  Prooeedings  that  may  be  had  in  this  important  Business. 
Should  Congress  therefore  think  proper  to  eome  to  any  Resolutiony 
thereupon  you  will  communicate  it  to  us  as  soon  as  possible — ^We 
eaimot  conclude  tUs  Letter  without  expressing  our  Concern  that 
when  this. State  just  recovering  from  the  Invasion  of  the  Enemy  & 
of  Depredation  is  oalled  upon  for  its  utmost  Exertions  to  support  the 
Continental  Army  when  our  trade  is  repressed  by  a  severe  Embargo 
for  that  Purpose,  a  severe  System  of  Taxation  commencing  when  the 
Inhabitants  of  our  Frontier  have  been  groaning  under  all  the  Calam- 
ities &  distresses  of  an  Indian  War^  our  publick  Burthens  are  thus 
wantonly  &  cruelly  increased  b^  those  who  call  themselves  our  Breth- 
ren. In  Conformity  to  the  Wishes  of  Congress  we  have  not  entered 
npon  the  sale  of  any  of  the  vacant  Lands^  but  as  the  Money  expected 
from  the  Sales  are  we  fear  the  principal  Cause  of  all  their  Difficulties 
unless  the  like  Respect  can  be  obtained  from  Virginia,  Necessity  will 
oblige  us  to  go  into  that  Measure  without  Delay  as  the  low  Price 
of  Lands  in  their  Office  &  the  Market  it  affords  seduce  our  Inhabit- 
ants, fix  them  in  an  opposite  Interest  &  oblige  many  of  those  who 
hold  under  Pennsylvania  to  take  Grants  for  the  sake  of  Peace. 

I  am  Oent.  &c. 

Directed, 

To  the  Honble  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congress. 
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Copt  op  a  Lettbe  prom  Gbk.  Washingtok. 

Gironlar. 
Morris  TowD|  December.  16thy  1779. 

Sir, 

The  sitaation  of  tlie  Army  with  respect  to  svipplieB  is  beyond 
description  alarming.  It  has  been  five  or  six  weeks  past  on  half 
allowanoe,  and  we  have  not  more  than  three  days  bread  at  a  third 
allowance  on  hand,  nor  any  where  within  reach.  When  this  is 
exhausted  we  most  depend  on  the  precarious  gleanings  of  the  neigh- 
bouring Gonntry.  Our  Magasines  are  absolutely  empty  every  where, 
and  Dur  Commissaries  entirely  destitute  of  money,  or  credit  lo 
replenish  them.  We  hare  never  experienced  a  like  extremity  at 
any  period  oi  the  War.  We  have  often  felt  temporary  want  from 
accidental  delays  in  forwarding  supplies ;  but  we  always  had  some- 
thing in  our  magasines  and  the  means  of  procuring  more.  Neither 
one  nor  the  other  is  at  present  the  case.  This  representation  is  the 
result  of  a  minute  examination  of  our  resources. 

Unless  therefore  some  extraordinary  and  immediate  exertions  be 
made  by  the  states  from  which  we  draw  our  supplies  there  is  every 
appearance  that  the  Army  will  infallibly  disband  in  a  fortnight. 

I  think  k  my  duty  to  lay  this  candid  view  of  our  situation  before 
your  Excellency,  and  to  entreat  the  vigorous  interposition  of  the 
state  to  rescue  us  from  the  danger  of  an  event  which  if  it  did  not 
prove  the  total  ruin  of  our  a&irs  would  at  least  give  them  a  shock 
from  which  they  would  not  easily  recover  and  plunge  us  into  a  train 
of  new  and  still  more  perplexing  embarrassments  than  any  we  have 
hitherto  felt. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  perfect  respect 

Tour  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  humble  servant, 
GEORGE  WASHINGTON.* 

*  Bee  Answer  page  54. 
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Sxo.'t.  BIatlack  to  Oapt.  Osbbis,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  Deo'.  16, 1779. 
Sir, 

Immediately  after  you  gave  me  the  oertifieate  signed  by  M'  Hale 
I  laid  before  the  Gonnoil  the  Deed  sent  in  by  you.  The  Deed  eon- 
tains  not  one  line  or  corner  and  every  member  of  the  Council  now 
present  are  clearly  of  Opinion  that  Buoh  cannot  be  signed.  I  give 
yoQ  the  earliest  notice  of  this,  in  order  that  no  suspicion  of  a  delay 
on  my  part  in  this  case  may  have  the  least  foundation,  as  it  would 
really  give  me  pleasure  to  forward  any  business  of  yours  as  soon  as 
is  is  in  my  power  to  do  it  consistent  with  my  duty  to  the  pablie. 

I  am  Respectfully 

your  humble  servant. 
,  I.  M.  Sec^. 
Directedj 
To  Cap*  (Wdia. 


Opiniok  07  JoKATHAN  J).  Sbrgeaitc  Esq,  1779. 

8', 

The  Commiflsioners  unacquainted  with  Law,  are  at  a  Loss  what 
Goostroctiott  to  put  7^  Section  of  the  Act  of  General  Assembly  for 
raising  the  supplies  for  the  year  1779, 

Suppose  A  Assessor  of  a  Ward  or  Township  calls  on  B  to  take  a 
return  of  hia  Taxable  property,  B  refuses  to  give  any  Account ;  Is 
that  considered  an  intention  to  screen  his  property  from  Taxation, 
and  in  that  Case  ought  B  to  pay  fourfold  for  the  whole  of  his  Estate. 
If  not,  what  penalty  does  B.  incur. 

I  think  in  this  Case  according  to  the  words  of  the  Law  B  ought 
to  be  assessed  fourfold  for  the  whole.  The  Legislature  eould  never 
intend  to  punish  a  partial  Concealment  &  let  a  total  Concealment 
fo  unpunished. 

JONA.  D.  SERQEANT.* 

16  Dec,  1779. 
hkdonemenL 

178D,  Rec«  January  10*^,  Opinion  of  Attorney  Oen^  on  the  7th 
Seotio&  of  the  15  MiUion  Tax  Law. 

*  See  GoL  Reo.,  YoL  XIL,  p.  244. 
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880*7  Matlacb:  to  Georgb  Stbvjsh80K>  1779. 

Philadelphia,  De<f  17, 1779. 
Sir, 

Toar  letter  of  the  19th  of  Nov  oame  to  hand  yesterday  and  was 
immediately  laid  before  the  Ooaneil.  The  Conduct  of  the  Agents  in 
the  sale  von  mention  has  the  fall  approbation  of  that  board. 

It  -will  be  proper  for  the  Agents  to  give  M'  Peters  a  formal  infor- 
mation that  his  okim  will  be  heard  before  the  next  supreme  Court, 
and  that  no  delay  will  be  made  in  the  decision  on  the  part  of  the 
j^ate,  and  at  the  same  time  requestioff,  as  a  matter  of  right,  that  he 
bring  before  the  Court  the  book  which  you  mention  to  have  been 
kept  by  the  Rev'  M'  Peters.  This  information  will  leave  M*-  Peters 
no  reasonable  excuse  for  delaying  the  appeal  and  if  he  should  not 
think  proper  to  delay  it,  will  no  doubt  be  a  strong  circumstance 
against  his  claim  in  a  circumstance  so  peculiar  as  this  is. 

Tour  general  knowledge  of  the  land  affairs  of  the  county  of  Cum- 
berland will  enable  you  to  place  this  affair  in  its  proper  light  before 
the  Court  which  will  be  serving  the  state  essentially. 

I  am  Respectfully 

your  most  ob^  serv^, 
T.  M.Seor. 


Col.  Bkodhbab  to  Col.  Lochry,  1779 

Head  Qoarters,  Pittsburgh,  De<f  18*^,  1779. 
D'  Sir, 

I  have  received  your  faV  of  the  13*  instant*^ 

His  Bxcell'y,  the  president,  had  made  me  acquainted  with  your 
authority  for  Stationing  the  Companies,  by  a  letter  I  received  from 
bim  just  befdre  yours  came  lo  hand,  together  with  the  reasons  for 
delegating  the  power  to  you. 

The  officers  have,  doubtless,  received  your  orders  to  march  ie 
Hannahs  Town,&  there  receive  your  further  orders;  «ttd  I -shall  not 
prevent  their  paying  the  strictest  obedience  to  them. 

As  to  the  Provisions,  I  do  not  know  where  they  are  to  be  supplied ; 
and,  as  you  seem  to  be  vested  with  authority  to  station  the  Troops, 
you  will,  doubtless,  be  able  to  get  them  supplied,  by  direding  yovr 
orders  to  the  proper  Commissaries. 

I  apprehend  it  to  be  absolutely  neoessaiy,  that  those  poor  naked 

*  8o»  paga  42. 


FENNSTLVAMIA  AlStOmVlS  17^9.  %l 

nen  ahould  fitst  be  saj^Iied  with  some  kind  of  Oloathing,  before 
they  an  ordered  .ant  of  their  Barnoka  And  at  they  axe  now  under 
your  immediate  Diseretion,  except  in  eases  of  ofiensive  operatiensy  I 
royeet  joa  wll  see  that  the  artiolee  whioh  I  have  fiiniished  them 
out  of  my  Regimental  Store  be  retnrned.  The  offioera  can  inftm 
jOQ  what  they  are. . 

I  am  much  obEged  by  your  land  offer|  and  have  the  honor  to  b^ 
Bear  Sir,  your  most  Obed*  Serv*, 

DANIEL  BBODHEAD, 

Ool*  eommand'g  W.  D. 
IHrecUd^ 

(On  public  Serriee.) 
To  OdP  Archibald  Lochry^  Lieut^  of  Westmoreland  Oounty. 
Hon'  by  L*  Armstrong. 


Col.  Mabstbllir  to  Counoil,  1779. 

Philad-,  Dec  18%  1T19. 

To  the  Honourable  the  6up^  Ex*  Oonncil  of  the  Common  Wealdi  of 
PeiiBsyv*. 

Fhifip  Marsteller,  of  Lancaster  Oounty^  begs  leave  to  represent, 
That  he  has  setl'd  with  M'  Tumbull  respecting  the  Flower— That 
tiiere  u  a  Ballanoe  due  him  of  £4899,  15*.,  in  said  Account,  as 
appears  ^  Certificate  inclosed— and  That  M'  Tumbull  has  not  the 
money  to  pay  him,  &e. 

He  further  represents  that  he  stands  in  need  of  about  JE6200  to 
enable  him  to  pay  off  and  discharge  the  miUtia  of  Lancaster  County 
late  in  service,  and  yet  unp^d. 

Therefore  prays  your  Honors  to  grant  him  an  Order  for  said  two 
Sums  of  money, 

P.  MABSTELLBB. 

P.  8. — Provided  the  State  Treasurer  has  no  money,  an  Order  on  the 
Loan  Office  of  thb  State  now  keptat  Lebanon,  would  be  Satisfaotoiy. 
Your  Hon«  Hum**  Serv*, 

P.  MABSTBLLEB. 
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OoL.  Geo.  Smuh  to  Pbbs.  RssDy  1779* 

Honigomeiyj  December  y*  20*,  1779. 
Sir, 

Last  frrday  I  held  an  appeal  in  Colo'  Carry's  Battalion,  and  I 
Likewise  Ordered  those  Men  that  had  marched  in  y*  two  Last  Caol'd 
Glasses,  to  attend  on  Saterday  to  Beoeve  their  Bounty  as  yoor  Last 
Orders  directed ;  but  y*  men  in  Stid  of  being  Satisfy'd  With  it,  they 
Seemed  as  if  they  Wonld  not  have  taken  aney ;  but  throngh  Per- 
Bwamons  I  got  them  to  take  y*£SO  allowed ;  but  they  Insist^  on  y* 
other  twenty  Pounds  of  Bight,  Using  this  for  their  argument,  that 
from  your  first  orders  promised  to  Pay  it  them  in  their  aosenoe ;  and 
in  an  other  Peas  that  was  published  in  j*  Newspaper  after  ti&ey  Came 
home ;  and  as  they  actuly  Did  march,  that  their  Was  an  absence, 
and  that  We  make  thoes  that  Did  not  march  Pay  their  full  fine. 
They  say  that  all  Justis  and  Equity  Will  Qive  it  them.  This,  Sir. 
Was  their  argument,  and  Ezprest  Very  Warmly.  I  Gave  them  No 
expectation  of  hoping  for  more }  but  before  I  Could  Oit  y*  matter 
Settled  any  fuhion,  and  to  Oit  Rid  of  their  Noys,  I  advised  them 
to  address  y«  Councel  themselves  by  Way  of  a  petition ;  they  then 
Would  Know  of  a  Sertinty  Wheather  any  more  could  be  had  or  no. 
I  Would  begg  Leve  to  Say,  that  if  Councel  Should  find  that  they  of 
Bight  Shoukf  have  y«  other  £20,  that  you  Would  not  Extend  y* 
Orders  in  a  Qeneral  Orders  for  y*  County ;  for  their  Was  but  y* 
4^  &  5^  Battallions  that  hasy  *  Least  Cullar  of  y*  argument  of  absence, 
for  they  Neither  of  them  Was  to  march  till  y«  Saterday  after  y* 
Countermanding  orders,  that  it  makes  a  Wide  Dtfierence  betwean 
those  that  Was  rut  to  y«  trouble,  and  those  that  Wfs  not  Excuse 
my  abrumpnes  of  Biting,  and  I  shall  Ever  Bemain  most  humble 
Servant, 

GEOBGE  SMITH,  &L. 
DirecUd^ 

To  His  Excellency,  Joseph  Beed  Esq',  Ptesedent  of  y  Supremo 
Executive  Council  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


GoL.  Lbwis  Farmeb  to  Council  1779. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common 
Wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen : 

I  beg  leave  to  Inform  Council  that  a  Supply  of  Twenty  Thousand 
Pounds  is  wanted  to  pay  of  Arrerages,  and  for  the  making  of  Officers' 
Cloathihg  and  Shirts.  ^ 
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I  fortber  beg  leeve  to  Inform  Coaneil,  tbat  I  took  the  freedolii  in 
•  former  Memorial  to  obeerve,  that  my  pay  aa  Oloathier  (tis.,  five 
Dollars  per  Day)  la  by  no  means  adequate  to  the  present  Enormona 
Prices;  wonld  therefore  hnmbly  beg  Coonoil  woold  take  it  into  dieir 
Gonsideiationi  by  adding  a  Bation  to  it 
I  am,  QenUemen, 

with  the  greatest  iespeet| 

joor  most  Obedient 

and  Tory  bamUe  Serrenty 

IiBWIS  FABMER* 

Philadelpbia,  Deeember  20<^,  1779. 

.Maoraeciy 

1779,  Deer  20^.    From  Colonel  Lewis  Farmer.    Applieat^n  for 
£20,000. 


Pbxb.  Skid  to  ComcimB  ov  Con&riss,  1779. 

Gentlemen, 

Oar  Anxiety  to  give  Belief  to  the  Army  haa  i&dnoed  ns  to 
defote  a  oonaderable  Portion  of  the  Time  whieh  has  ekpsed  sinoa 
enr  Interview  to  that  important  Servioei  ft  we  now  send  yon  the 
Besnlt  of  our  Prooeedings.  Tour  Commissariea,  we  spprehend,  will 
have  no  Biffionlty  in  proonring  what  is  in  Town,  bnt  should  there 
be  any  Hesitation  in  the  Possessors  to  part  with  what  thev  have,  we 
■hall  ehearfnlly  give  them  oar  Aid.  We  also  find  that  the  Kwidy« 
wine  Mills  do,  in  all  Probability^  oontain  a  rery  eonsidenible  QaaiH 
tity  of  Floor,  prepared  for  private  sale,  which,  on  this  Emergency, 
may  be  obtained.  As  the  Legislatore  of  the  Delaware  State  is  now 
setting  at  Wilmington,  within  a  ^ry  short  Distance  of  those  Mills, 
it  cannot  be  donbted  they  will  exert  themselves  on  the  Occasion. 
We  shall  continne  onr  Inqairies  ft  render  every  Service  which  the 
Natore  ft  Necessity  of  the  Case  requires. 

I  am,  with  great  Bespeot,  Oendemen, 

Tour  obed.  ft  very  H'bbk  Servt.    * 


8*    . 
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Pebs.  Bebd  to  Chaalbs  Hall,  1779. 

Pbilada.1  Decem'  21, 1779. 
Sir, 

Your  Faroor  of  the  27ih  Ult.,  is  now  before  me  &  Hias  been  ootn- 
mtmioated  to  the  Oounoil.  The  mat  Scarcity  of  Money  for  pnbliok 
Use  has  obliged  ns  to  call  upon  all  offieers  wfaio  are  in  the  Receipt  of 
pnblick  Monies  to  pay  what  they  have  in  Hand  &  yon  cannot  at 
present  reader  a  more*  acceptable  Service.  The  Terms  of  Sale  of 
purchased  Estates  which  have  been  forfeited  are  to  be  strictljr  adhered 
to  agreeable  to  the  within  Besoltkidni  which  yon  wffl  odnsider  as  your 
Bnle  of  Conduct  in  that  Eespect.  No  Indulgence  can  therefore  be 
allowed  to  Col.  Crawford  or  any  other  Person,  as  the  Terms  were 
well  known  A  it  would  have  been  more  to  the  public  advantage  to 
have  received  a  less  Sum  with  Punctuality. 

The  Council  by  no  Means  admit  your  paying  any  Taxes  laid  after 
the  Sale.  The  Tax  being  then  |ttstly  recoverable  from  the  Posses- 
sor,  in  fact  there  is  a  very  great  al>surdit^  in  assessing  any  of  these 
Estates  unless  they  are  in  the  Hands  of  Tenants,  as  it  amounts  to 
no  mote  Uian  taking  out  of  cw  Pockot  to  ppl  into  the  other;  But 
in  the  Case  you  have  stated  it  does  not  admit  of  a  Doubt. 

You  will  also  observe  by  the  inclosed  Besolution  that  farther  sales 
are  to  be  forborne  for  the  Beason  therein  specified,  to  whioh  I  woulA 
add  thai  yon  ave  desiiM  to  iniorhi  us  l^  some  early  Opp'  What 
Estates  yet  remain  unsold,  with  a  State  of  their  Value  m  near  iB 
you  can — ft  also  to  reniit  to  Mr.  Bittenhouse  what  Monies  Are  on 
Hand,  with  sil  convenient  Bopatoh. .' 

I  am.  Shr,  your  obed.  H'ble  Serri. 

.      J.  B. 

P*  S.  Should  Judge  Atlee  give  you  any  Directions  respecting  a 
Tract  of  Xjand  formerly  belonging  to  some  Indian^  in  your  County, 
the  CouncU  request  you  to  foSow  them  ft  give  your  Assistance  ih 
that.  Matter. 

To  Charles  HaU,  Esq.,  Agent  fto. 


Pai0.  Bbxd  90  GsHZi.  WAfiUKOTON,  1779. 

Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the  16th  Inst.,*  advising  us  of  the  melancholy 
State  of  the  Army,  oame  to  Hand  cm  Sunday  Evening,  and  was  early 
the  next  Morning  laid  before  the  Council.  Soon  after  a  Committee 
of  Congress  laid  before  us  a  Letter  on  the  same  Occasion  ft  to  the 
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flame  Import.  We  did  not  consider  it  wise  or  pmdent  to  spend  IRme 
in  nnaT^ing  Comphinti  of  MisoiuiigeQeRt  oc  Neglect,  but  net 
endeavour  to  ftpply  a  Bemedj.  For  this  Purpose  we  caosed  Inquiry 
to  be  made  of  tbe  Quantity  of  Flour  in  tbe  Town  k  its  Vidnitji  m 
found  a  greater  supply  tban  at  first  we  ezpectedi  the  wbole  amounting 
to  2500  Barrellsy  whicb  might  be  spared,  of  all  which  we  gaye 
immediate  Notice  to  Congrasa,  pointing  out  the  Pkoes  where  it  layi^ 
&  offering  our  utmost  Aid  k  Assistance  in  procuring  it,  if  the  Po»-. 
sesBOTs  made  any  Difficulty  to  nurt  with  it.  We  also  find  on  fkrther 
IiM|uiry  that  there  are  some. Quantities  of  Wheat  in  the  Brandy* 
wine  9  other  MillSi  which,  with  Attention,  may  be  procured  foe 
pnUick  Purposes.  The  Crops  in  this  State  are  y^y  far  f^om  being 
80  plentiful  as  was  believed  some  Time  ago.  The  Sup^  of  the 
French  Fleat  &  the  Bvaught  of  our  Flour  to  Baltimore  &  Wilming- 
ton, where  the  Embargo  has  not  been  executed  with  the  sa^e  strictM 
11688  as  in  thia  Port,  has  also  very  much  lessened  our  neural  Stock. 
Added  to  this  w^  supply  from  this  State  only  a  greater  Number  of 
Bationa  than  the  whole  of  the  Continental  Army.  Those  drawn  in 
thia  Town  alo^e  amounting  to  9400,  and  that  during  the  whole  of 
this  Summer.  This  heavy  Consumption  muat  necessarily  exhaust 
our  Besouroes  &  prevent  our  giving  that  Aid  which  might  otherwise 
be  expected.  However  your  fixcell^  may  be  assured  that  nothiug 
ahall  be  wanting  on  our  Part  to  give  the  necessary  Belief,  whatever 
we  may  think  of  the  Causes  of  auah  a  Calamity.  The  Assembly 
will  meet  in  a  short  Time ',  Tacea  are  in  vigorous  Collection  through- 
out thia  State  &  if  some  fttal  unforeseen  I&uenoe  doea  not  blast  eur 
Prospects,  we  think  a  similar  Scene  will  never  present  itself. 

I  am  now  abo  to  thank  your  Bxoell'  for  your  Favour  of  the  22d 
November,  demding  the  Dismission  of  the  Militia,  &  for  the  favour- 
able Sentiments  it  contains  of  n  pnbHo  aa  well  as  personal  Nature. 
Happily  the  Orders  given  were  not  marching  Orders,  but  to  hold 
themselvea  in  Readiness^  sothat  aU  Bnenee  of  ProvisiDns  k  ci  every 
other  Nature  Las  been  saved,  except  the  Pay  k  Bounty  of  about  200 
Meuip  which  latter  has  been  reduced  one  third.  About  half  of  ihese 
were  kept  in  Pay  for  2  Months  at  the  Bequest  of  the  Board  of  War 
to  escort  Prisoners  to  Maryland,  80  that  we  have  the  Pleasure  of 
having  avoided  putting  the  States  to  any  Inconvenience  or  Expence, 
k  yet  I  flatter  myself  we  shonld  in  Case  of  Necessity  have  furDished 
as  large  a  Body  of  Men  as  would  have  been  required^  &  as  good  as 
that  ^rviee  intitles  us  to  expect 

I  have  th^  Honor  to  hep  with  vmj  great 
BBSfMt  A  B^ard,  Tmur  BxoeHy'a 

mbst  ebed.  k  very  H'ble  S^rvt. 
Indoned^  Dec.  22. 


6ft  PENNSYLYANIA  AB0HIYB8  1779. 

Pbes.  Bbid  to  Juj>aB  Atlbb,  17T9. 

D-Sir, 

The  Letter  of  which'  the  other  side  is  a  Gopj,  we  reoeived  from 
a  G^Dtlemaii  of  Oharaoteri  in  the  Coantj  of  Lancaster ;  as  it  seems 
to  be  a  Matter  of  some  Oonseqnence,  the  Oonncil  request  joa  to  lake 
the  Trouble  of  making  Inq^uirj,  &^in  Case  the  Facts  are-as  stated, 
to  forewarn  Musser  prooaedin^,  as  the  Lands  are  unquestionably  the 
Property  of  the  State,  havins  been  reserved,  not  for  Proprietary  Use, 
but  that  of  some  Indians,  wno  appear  to  have  forsaken  them. — M' 
Hall|  the  Agent  for  confiscated  Estates,  will  follow  such  Directions 
as  you  may  please  to  give  in  the  Matter.* 

I  had  promised  myself  the  Pleasure  of  seeing  you  before  you  left 
Town,  as  I  wish'd  to  have  had  your  Opinion  &  Advice  on  some  Matters 
of  a  public  Nature — but  your  close  Attendance  upon  Court  deprives 
your  Friends  of  the  Pleasure  of  seeing  you  so  often  as  they  wish. 

This  Opp*"  going  immediately,  I  must  beg  if  you  see  your  Brother 
soon,  to  present  him  my  Regard,  &  acquaint  him  that  I  have  received 
his  Letter,  which  I  shall  answer  in  a  short  Time,  &  am,  with  Com- 
pliment9  to  M**  Atlee  &  Family/  with  much  Esteemi 
Pear  Sir, 

Tonr  most  obed.  ft 

rery  Hbble.  Serv. 

The  Hon.  W*  Atlee,  Esq',.  One  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court. 


Majob  Lbb  to  PftBS.  Rbbd,  1779. 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  in  the  present  enclosure,  a  lei^ 
from  the  Clothier  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  reply  to  an  appli- 
cation made  by  me  in  aeeordance  to  a  late  resolution  of  Congress 
announced  in  general  orders. 

I  pray,  sir,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  order  on  the  subject  of  the 
gentlemen  of  my  corps.  Subjects  of  Pensylvania  are  not  entitled  to 
equal  advantages  with  the  troops  from  that  state,  then  it  behooves 
the  United  States  to  pay  attention  to  them ;  ft  jrour  Excellency's 
decision  will  enable  m^  to  coBclude  wbotfaer  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress was  form'd  to  advantage  the  objeets  of  it,  or  only  to  amuse. 

Should  the  Cloathier  have  misunderstood  his  instructiens,  an  order 
from  your  Excellency  to  Captain  M^'Lane  in  behalf  of  the  three 
officers  from  Pennsylvania  in  my  corps,  will  fully  answer  every  purpose. 

*  See  page  64. 
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n«  genUomen  hayeieoeiyed  nothing  oat  of  the  lihenl  sapplyi  TOted 
tj  the  SteAe  for  the  nee  of  their  troops ;  therefore,  I  nresume  thej 
vill  be  oonaidered  as  entitled  to  their  full  share  of  the  allowanoe 
fcr'79. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  moat  aflbotionate  respeet,  jonr 
SxeeUene/s  most  hnm.  serr^i 

HENKT  IiEBJan% 

onL  ooBS.  aid- 
Men.  Gtj.  23«  Deeb',  79. 
Hia  Szoelleaeji  Joseph  Seed,  JSaq. 


BoABjk  09  Wa&  to  P&sel  Bbbd,  1779. 

War-Offioe,  D«f  28, 1779. 
Sir, 

For  the  informatioa  of  yonr  Bzoellenoj  and  the  hononrable  Conn- 
oQ,  we  inolose  jon  aneztraot  of  a  letter  from  his  Ezoeilenej  Oeneral 
Waahingtotti  relative  to  the  oompanj  latelj  eommanded  bj  oap^  Lee 
St  Oap^  Porter,  proposed  to  be  annexed  to  Proctor's  reg*.* — ^When 
we  receive  the  Generars  final  answer,  we  will  do  oaxeelyes  the  honour 
taooounnnioate  the  same  to  yonr  JBSkeellencji 
We  ha?e  the  bonoov  to  be 
yoor  ICxoeHenoy's 

most  obed^  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

TIM.  PIGKEBINa. 
Hin  EzoeUeney  Joseph  Boed,  Esq'. 


BoABJD  ov  Wai(  to  Pbbs.  Bebd,  1779« 

Sr, 

I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  your  Excellenoy  and  the  honoura- 
ble Gonneil,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Ool.  Wehnerf  to  the  board, 
lespeeting  his  disposition  of  the  Troops  on  the  Frontiers  of  Penos*, 
ft  ami  with  high  respect,  y  Ezoelleno/s  most  obed.  serv. 

By  order  of  the  boaid, 

BAN.  STODDEBT^  8ec>. 
Directed, 

His  Szoelleneyi  President  Beed. 

(War  Office.) 

*  See  page  48.  f  See  page  40. 
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PbSS.  Unn  to  TttlASUBBEf,  1779. 


P,De<f24%1779. 
Sir,  .  .  ' 

^^  preMnl  Ezigenoies  of  publiok  AfEaxn,  a  Mrtionlar  Detail  of 
which  would  Bhow  not  only  how  mnoh  the  genenU  loterestSy  but  the 
Honour  k  Safety  of  the  State  suffer  by  ti^  ezhaosted  OondilkNl  of 
the  Treasury,  has  induced  the  exeoutiye  Power  of  Government  to 
make  this  special  Application  Jo  all  JPersons  who,  haying  been  em- 
ployed in  publick  Business,  have  Monies  in  their  Hands.  The 
JN  umber  of  these  throughout  the  State  must  be  very  considerable ; 
ft,  as  there  is  no  Time  wherein  they  can  make  payment  with  more 
Ease  to  themselves,  we  desire  that  you  wUl  .exert  yourself,  ft  in  faith- 
ful Disoharse^  of  your  Duty,  as  well  as  Justice  to  the  Publick,  make 
Betum  of  &  Persons  in  your  County,  within  the  above  Despripttoni 
who  refuse  or  neglect  your  Application.  The  Emissions  being  now 
Stopi/d,  It  behoves  ns  in  our  respective  Station^  to  see  Justice  dond 
our  Country,  not  only  by  Oeconomy  ft  Pirudence  in  the  Expenditures^ 
but  in  calbng  to  Account  all  publick  Defaulters  by  whatever  name 
or  Office  they  are  or  have  been  distinguished.  We  must  refer  yoti 
to  the  printed  Papers  for  tnr  special  Motives,  ft  have  now  to  re^Jnesi 
ft  direct  you  to  cause  the  Acts  of  Council  to  be  set  up  in  the  most 
distinguished  Places,  ft  to  be  read  in  Courts  or  other  publick  Occa- 
8ions--4  also  to  direct  them  specially  to  any  Persons  whom  you 
know  or  believe  to  fall  within  the  ikbove  Descriptionj  and  in  short, 
to  take  every  other  Measure  for  this  desirable  Purpose  which  your 
Prudence  ft  Judgment  shall  direct.  We  have  also  sent  Diree^ns 
to  the  Commissioners  ft  others  employed  in  the  publiok  Taxes,  to 
quidcen  them  in  that  important  Business,  ft  hope  you  will  forward 
it  as  &r  as  lays  in  your  Power — ^informing  us,  from  Hme  to  Time, 
of  the  State  of  vour  County  in  these  Respects,  ft  we  assure  you  a  due 
Attention  will  be  paid  to  any  Representations  you  may  make  on  these 
very  interesting  Concerns. 

I  am,  Sir, 

four  Obed.,  Hbble  Serv. 

To  ,  Esq.i 

Tressuxer  of  the  County  of  .  • 


PENNSYLVANIA  AECHITia  ITTft  W 

pRBS.  Bbbd  to  Pbothonotaeiss,  1779: 

!?•,  Beop  24*»,  1779. 

The  prHent  IJzigenoj  of  pabliok  Anun,  a  partioalar  Detail  of 
wUeh  woaH  ttlioir,  nei  etily  hifw  niaefa  liiro  geDexmlintereete,  bat  the 
HoDoar  &  Safety  of  the  State  aaSer  by  the  exhausted  Oonditioii  pf 
the  Treasnryi  haa  induoed  the  ezeeative  Powers  of  OoTemment  t^ 
make  a  yery  qpecial  Application  to  all  PerBou  esbpll(7«ld  in  the  Ool- 
leeties  &  Management  of  the  public  Tazee^  to  urge  them  to  the  Dis- 
charge of  this  neoeasary  k  important  Duty,  the  Special  Motives  oia 
this  Occasion  are  so  plainly  expressed  in  the  priiited  Letters  acoDita- 
panving  this,  that  I  need  only  refer  yon  to  tnem^ft  request  yon  to 
send  to  each  Oommissioner  of  yenv-Connty  a  jvoportionate  Nnmber 
of  the  Lettersi  to  be  by  them  sent  to  the  seyeni  Assessors  ft  CoHec* 
tors  to  exdte  them  to  Dilligence  k  Expedition  worthy  the  great 
Ctnse  in  whidhi  we  Itave  been  so  long  &  snccessfnlly  engagd,  & 
equal  to  the  present  Neoelteity. — ^We  recommend  them,  therefore^  to 
yoar  partjenlar  Oare^&  depend  npon  your,  forwarding  them  with  ali- 
eeavenieBt  ^)»ateh. 

I  ami  Sir^.  ToQi'.0be4.  k 
Y^ry  Hbfole.  Setsr* 

lo  ,  Esqh 

Prothonotaiy  of  the  County  .<^  , 


Oaft.  SatiD  %mim&  to  F&is*  Rbid^  1779, 

Honourable  Gkneral| 

Great  Uneasiness  was  ampng  the  G-entlemen  Officers  in  not  receiy- 
ing  Tea  ft  CefieCy  or  some  article  in  Liu  of  said.  After  Informing 
them  that  it'  cddlfl  ftot  be  pf ocnred  they  all  was  Satisfay . 

Humbly  I  beg  your  Excellency  of  a  few  Lines  to  the  Officers 
Cemmaomff  th^  fhwibn  in  i^rd  of  this,  which  would  have  more 
to  lay  than  if  was  Able  to  Speak  a  week  long  to  them,  and  would  take  fk 
'OeniQn)  Satie&Qtien  in  the  liine.  I  am  no  W^'^^^  ^  °^^6  ExspreS- 
Kion  how  weU  it  wbiuld  be  for 'the  Getitlemen  which  takes  my  Place 
a&erthia. 

The  Artillery  4th  ft  llth  P.  Begimeiits  prouosed  to  draw  from 
me  by  the  1st  January.    I  therefore  send  my  Serjeant  to  Philada. 


W  PKNNSTLVANU  AEOHIVBS  1779. 

for  forwarding  a  Large  Cargo,  which  will  be  Traiuqported  by  Land 
from  Philadelphia. 

Honourable  General, 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Tour  moat  humble  and 
.  Terj  Obedient  Servant| 

DA7ID  ZSIGLEBi  Capt  1  P.  Beg't 

DtrtcUd, 

On  publiek  Boainen. 

Hia  Exoellencj,  Joseph  Keed,  Esquire,  Governor  for  the  State  o' 
Pennsylnudia,  Philadelphia. 


OOL.  MaILACK  to  PbB0.  &1AD,  1T79. 

The  Fleet  which  I  mentioned,  in  mine  of  jeatbrdaj,  consisting  of 
upwards  of  an  hundred  sail,  Mr.  Tilghman  tells  me  is  the  homeward 
bound  trade,  under  convoy  of  a  74,  and  two  small  ships.  The 
Transports  with  the  troops  on  board  are  still  at  the  watering  place, 
50  or  60  sail.  It  is  conjectured  these  transports  are  waiting  the  last 
hour  for  intelUgenoe  by  the  October  Packet,  which  has  been 
expected,  impatiendy,  for  some  time. 

T.  MATLAGK. 
Horns,  Deo.  26, 1779. 

Direetedf 
His  Exoelleacy,  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire^  President. 


GoL.  MaiiiAgk  to  Pbbs.  BbbPi  1779/ 

Moris  Town,  Dec  27, 1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  enclosed  letter  for  Mrs.  Burgin  is  from  Head  Quarteif,  aiifl 
contains  an  order  for  provisions  to  be  delivered  to  her. 

His  Excellency,  Gen.  Washington,  has  thought  it  proper  to  pay 
her  thb  attention,  and  I  must  beg  you  will  send  Jimmy  or  Sneider 
with  the  Letter  to  her. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVBS  1779-  61 

No  News  ibiB  monungy  but  a  Free  Mason  Prooesnon  intended 
~  t  day,  will  probably  dday  the  Court  Martial. 
I  am,  witb  the  greatest  respectj 
Tour  most  obt  Servt, 

T.  MATLACK, 
JHrededf 

His  Szoellenoy,  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  state  of 
FieiuisylTania. 


Jambs  McLbkb  to  Pbbs.  Bbbd,  1779. 

P*,  Dec.  27th,  1779. 
Sr, 

Beisff  informed  this  morning  that  in  the  townships  Nesr  Carlisle, 
in  Cnmoerland  Connty,  No  Collector  has  Demanded  the  fifteen  mil- 
lion tez,  (Jb  the  State  Being  much  Beflected  on  for  Being  Dilatory,) 
I  sabmit  it  to  yonr  Ezoel'^  whether  it  would  Not  Be  proper  for  yon 
to  wiite,  or  Direct  Mr.  Bittenhouse  to  write  to  the  treasorer  of 
Cumberland  on  the  Subject,  &c 

I^Bemain  your  Ezoely*  most 

.  obedient  Hbl*  Servt, 

JAS.  MoLENB. 
JHrededj 
His  Excellency,  Joseph  Beed,  President 


Pbbs.  Bbbd  to  Dblbgatbs^  Cobgbbss,  1779. 

Gentlemen, 

I  indose  you  a  Beport  of  a  Committee  of  Council  upon  the  State 
of  the  Barracks.*  These  Buildings  haying  been  given  up  to  the  Use  of 
the  United  States,  it  will  be  expected  that  they  be  repaired  at  their 
Expense,  ft  in  this  view  the  whole  Business  will  probably  fall  under 
the  Direotion  of  Congress,  or  their  own  executive  Board.  Should 
there  be  any  Attempt  to  refer  the  Correction  of  these  Abuses  to  the 
Authority  of  the  State,  we  desire  you  would  object  to  it.  We  can- 
not think  of  involving  ourselves  in  any  farther  Disputes  with  these 
Qffioen,  who  being  under  the  immediate  Appointment  of  Congress, 

*  See  GoL  Beo.,  YoL  XIL,  p.  208,  211 
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'resent  bur  Iniorferenoe  ft  in  Ck^naequeBce  fresii  ns  with  yer j  Httle 
Respect  or  Decency,  ft  W8  think  in  this  Case  it  ia  nnneceflMtr j  beomiae 
they  are  under  the  Inspection  of  their  immediate  Superiors.  At  all 
Events  we  decline  acting  farther  than  giving  you  Information  as 
Members  of  Congress,  l>ein^  resolved  never  again  to  commit 
ourselves  as  Parties  or  Accusers,  ft  with  the  Officers  of  Congress 
incur  the  Imputation  of  indulging  private  Besentment,  when  we 
have  only  the  publick  Interests  in  View.  These  sentiments  are  for 
your  own  Government  only,  unless  any  Measure  should  he  proposed 
which  may  make  it  necessary  for  you  to  disclose  theni. 

I  am,  Gent.|  Your  Obed.  H'bble  servt 


Board  of  Wae  to  Col,  Wbltnbb,  1779. 

War  0^00;  Deo.  28, 1779. 

Sir, 

Indosed  you  have  a  Copy  of  the  President's  Letter,  respecting 
the  Corps  formerly  Commanded  by  Major  Ottenderf.  It  is  repr^ 
sented  to  us  that  forty  two  men  out  of  the  different  Companies  whose 
times  are  at  present  near  expiring,  can  be  engaged  jfor  the  War. 
We  have  sent  you  recruiting  money  for  that  Purpose,  which  you  will 
deliver  to  such  of  the  Officers  (as  shall  be  agreed  on  among  them- 
selves,)  who  are  to  continue  in  service;  the  Proportion  of  officers 
not  to  exceed  the  number  of  Men  who  are  engaged  for  the  War ; 
when  this  arrangement  is  made  and  the  Men  enlisted  for  the  War, 
we  could  wish  they  would  be  annexed  to  your  Regiment^  provided 
it  would  be  productive  Of  no  disturbance  among  the  officers. 

We  also  send  you  recruiting  Mon^  for  your  own  Begiment; 
both  Sums  amounting  to  ten  Thousand  Dollars;  if  you  meet  with 
success^  you  may  have  more  money  by  qqplying  for  it. 
I  am^  Sir;  your  obt.  S^rvt., 

By  order  of  the  board. 

BEN.  STODBEBT,  Soo^y. 
(A  Copy.) 
Col.  Weltner,  Commanding  at  Sunbury. 


{"EMNISTLYANII  ABOHIVEg  177».  '« 

BsafBBLLisB  WiLLUMS  TO  Prbs.  Bxhd,  1779. 

Sir, 

At  the  request  of  M'  Pringle^  I  am  to  acqnaint  yoa  of  tbe  cadse 
of  hifl  stay  here,  which  was  owing  to  the  not  coming  of  Governor 
liyinggton  to  this  place,  who  is  expectM  eyerj  day ;  &  as  nothing 
with  propriety  co'd  be  done  till  his  arrival,  the  weather  setting  in 
\md,  H'  Pringle  thinks  he  canH  stay  for  tbe  answer  that  would  be 
given  after  the  Governor's  arrivall.  Am,  with  due  Esteem^  Sir, 
your  most  Obedient,  Hble.  Serv*, 

BMSELLEK  WILLIAMS. 
Tranton,  Deeem'  280",  1779. 

His  BtzoeUency,  Jos^h  Beed,  Philad". 


PRXSIDWT  Reed  to  Hon.  Thos.  JSoott,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philad*,  December  29*  1779. 
lyRr, 

Your  Favour,  by  M'  Linn,  was  duly  received  &  attended  to  as 
its  Importance  required.  Apprehending  that  any  particular  Direc- 
tions fi^m  this  State  would  not,  in  such  a  Case,  meet  with  due  Respect 
k  Obedience,  we  thought  it  best  to  lay  the  Matter  before  Congress, 
which  we  did  by  sending  them  a  Copy  of  your  Letter,  with  such 
Remarks  as  occurred  to  us.  Yon  know  that  Body  is  not  very  quick 
in  its  Determinations,  which  has  occasioned  our  detaining  M'  Linn 
ao  long — but  we  thought  it  most  for  tbe  publlck  Interest  to  do  so, 
rather  than  the  People  should  be  kept  in  suspense. ,  After  receiving 
tli8  Determination  of  Congress,  we  issued  the  Proclamation,*  50  of 
which  M'  Linn  takes  up  with  him — You  will,  from  its  Import,  see 
that  we  thought  it  best  to  avoid  all  irritating  Measures,  &  express 
a  Oonfidenoe  in  the  Justice  &  Honour  of  Virginia  to  rectify  the 
Measnrea  now  complained  of.  We  were  induct  to  do  this  as  well 
from  Considerations  affeoting  the  general  Interests  of  America,  which 
will  be  miteriallv  injured  by  any  Rupture  between  the  two  States, 
as  Information  that  the  State  of  Virguia  has  been  led  into  the  late 
Meaaores  by  interested,  designing  Men,  which,  upon  better  Infor- 
mation, they  may  retract;  and  that  as  it  is,  they  are  by  no  Means 
agreed  among  themselves  on  this  Business — so  that,  if  treated  with 
mendly  Mo(kration,  we  may  reasonably  hope  an  amicable  Settlement 
-^notwithstanding  the  present  nn&vonrable  Appearances.     We  have 

*  See  CoL  Rec,  YoL  Xn.,  p.  210,  218,  214. 
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sent  you  an  attested  Oopy  of  the  Besolation  of  GoDgresfl,  that  yoa 
may  commanicate  it  to  the  Commissioners  if  they  are  yet  with  yoa, 
— and  we  would  desire  yoa  to  do  it  in  form,  demanding  of  them 
whether  they  will  yield  Obedience  thereto,  &  transmitting  tons  their 
Answer  so  authenticated,  that,  if  necessary,  we  may  lay  the  same 
before  Congress.  We  shall  also  remonstrate  to  the  (Jovernment  of 
Virginia,  &  hope  that  onr  Efforts  will  be  attended  with  the  happy 
Effect  of  relieving  yoa  k  the  Inhabitants  of  the  disputed  Territory, 
who  are  attached  to  the  State,  from  the  Apprehensions  of  farther 
Oppression  &  Injury. — 

But  should  our  Mediations  &  friendly  Desires  on  this  Occacdon  not 
meet  with  a  suitable  Return,  &  our  Overtures  of  peace  be  rejected, 
we  assure  you  that  the  Encouragement  given  in  our  Proclamation 
will  be  fully  complied  with,  so  far  as  lays  within  the  Power  of  this 
Board ;  k  we  doubt  not  the  Assembly,  which  will  soon  meet,  will 
be  equally  disposed  to  maintain  the  just  Claims  &  Jurisdiction  of  the 
State,  k  to  support  those  who  adhere  to  it  in  the  Rightful  Possession 
of  their  Property  k  Estate. — ^If  the  Line  adhered  to  by  the  Com- 
missioners shall  be  ratified  by  Virginia,  we  hope  it  will  have  an 
immediate  Effect  in  restoring  Feaoe  k  Tranquility,  k  we  shall  give 
yoa  immediate  Notice  thereof.  In  the  mean  Time,  we  request  voa 
to  use  your  utmost  Influence  to  preserve  the  Fidelity  k  Attachm* 
of  the  Inhabitants  to  the  State,  k  to  repel  the  Claims  set  up  by 
every  peaceable  Mode,  k  such  as  are  consistent  with  the  Proclamation 
sent  you,  which  you  will  cause  to  be  dispersed  thro'  the  County — 
sending  Copies  thereof  to  Fort  Pitt.  M'  Linn's  Ezpences  amount  to 
above  £600,  which  We  shall  discharge;  k  as  these  incidental  Expences 
run  so  high,  you  will  see  the  Necessity  of  making  use  of  other  Oppor- 
tunities when  they  can  be  obtained  with  safety.  We  hope  the 
Members  of  Assembly  from  your  County  will  be  punctual  in  their 
Attendance  on  the  House,  as  you  must  be  sensible  from  the  consti- 
tutional Limits  of  our  Board,  that  we  must  be  invested  with  farther 
Powers  before  we  can  give  the  adequate  Relief  if  our  Present  Measures 
ful  of  producing  the  desired  Effect. 

I  have  inclosed  the  late  News  Papers,  k  wishing  you  better  Healthy 
so  as  to  give  your  Assistance  at  the  Board,  especially  if  the  Disturb- 
anoes  continue,  remain, 

D*  Sir,  your  sincere  Friend, 

&  Obed.,  Hbble.  Serr., 
JOS.  REED. 
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Col.  Brodhbad  to  Col.  Lochrt,  1779. 

Head  Qaarters;  Pitisburgh,  Deo'  29%  1779. 
Sir, 

The  beuren  GapUdn  Clark  uid  Enngn  Cooper  ^th  a  reomiiing 
partT  will  prooeed  to  Hannah's  Town  to  recruit  some  Men  k  I  have 
DO  yoabt  but  joa  will  give  them  every  possible  assistance.  They 
take  with  them  an  aoc^.of  Shoes  &c.,  furnished  the  different  ranging 
Companiea  which  be  pleased  to  see  replaced  out  of  the  Articles  sent 
vp  by  the  State. 

Our  provisions  (pardoularhr  meat)  is  very  deficient  of  the^antity 
I  had  a  right  to  expect.  I  think  it  adviseable  to  discharge  the 
Banging  Companies  so  soon  as  they  are  mustered  and  paid  which  I 
expect  will  be  done  by  the  time  this  reaches  yon. 

The  recruiting  officers  are  ordered  to  send  up  such  of  the  men  of 
the  ranging  Companies  as  have  been  recruited  into  the  8^  P.  Reg*, 
during  the  war.  And  I  wish  you  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  the 
i^cers  of  these  Companies  that  they  cannot  now  more  essentially 
serve  thdr  Countiy  than  by  encouraging  their  men  to  enlist  during 
the  war. 

If  it  woidd  not  be  too  inconvenient  I  should  be  glad  to  see  Capt* 
Thompson  here  before  he  returns  to  the  interior  part  of  the  Country. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Dear  sir  your  most  obed!^  Serv^ 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 

Col*  commandg  W.  D 
P.  S.     Please  to  present  my  Compts  to  the  officers. 

D.  B. 

On  Public  Service. 

To  Col^  Arch'  Lochry  L*  of  Westmoreland  Cc^. 

Hon'd  by         I 

CaptP  Clark.     § 


Col.  Isaac  Mblohob  so  P&bs.  Bni>»  1779. 

Hay  it  please  your  Excellency, 

A  greater  number  of  Troops  are  expected  in  this  Bay  than  can  pos- 
sibly be  accommodated  in  the  Barracks;  as  there  is  no  law  in  this 
state  to  warrant  my  quarter  them  on  the  inhabitants,  I  addressed 
myself  to  the  Justices  of  this  City  k  they  have  refer  me  to  your  Ex- 
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oelly  ft  Oonncil,  jou  will  be  pleased  to  consider  the  propriety  of  my 
application  and  give  sach  directioBB  i^i  you  may  be  pleased  for  my 
eoverment — ^it  intended  to  pay  the  inhabitants  for  fact  should  any 
be  conBumed  belonging  to  them  or  any  allowance  yon  may  jadge 
proper.    I  am  with  much  Bespeot 

Tour  Exoellys 
most  obe  aer, 

J.  MBLGHOR« 
Phi.  31  Dec,  1779. 
Direciedy 

His  Ezcellencjf  Joseph  Reed  Esq.  President  of  the  sapTeme 
Execative  Council  PennsyWania. 


Col,  Loohrt  to  Col.  Brodhbad,  1779. 

Hannastown,  y  81»*  Dec.,  1779. 
Hon*  Col-, 

Your  fearour  of  29^^"^  Instant  was  handed  me  .By  Cap<  Clark. 
As  for  the  stores  sent  hear  By  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  the  Cap^ 
Own  Recpts  Lies  fer  them.  I  do  Not  Pretend  to  take  any  Charge 
of  them.  I  Mentioned  your  Beqaest  to  the  officers  ft  Doubt  not 
But  what  they  Borroed  will  be  Replaced  as  soon  as  their  Stores 
Com^  to  hand.  The  paymaster  of  the  Rainging  Company's  is  not 
yet  arived,  or  any  orders  from  his  Excellency  the  President  of  this 
State  for  discharging  these  troops.  I  flatter  myself  that  when  the 
Defenceless  state  of  this  Country  is  Represented  we  shall  have, 
orders  to  Reinlist  those  Companys. 

The  officers  of  the  Rainging  Companys  are  under  the  necessity  of 
Directing  there  O^rs  for  Proyitions  to  Col>  John  Erwine  whove 
they  think  will  not  Be  Doubted  to  Be  a  proper  Commisary  of 
Ishues  aithow  the  Board  of  ware  orderd  a  magaziaii  to  be  Laid  in  at 
this  Place  to  support  these  troops,  if  that  is  Not  Done  I  am  deter- 
mined to  Represent  that  with  Every  other  Slighty  and  indifferent 
support  given  to  this  County  since  the  ware  Commenced.  And 
the  Empossibilaty  of  this  County  standing  next  summer  should  the 
Indian  Hostilatys  Continue  without  that  necessary  article  of  Proyi- 
tions. It  would  Be  imprudent  in  me  Circumstanced  as  I  am  to 
Order  any  thing  Consearning  the  men  of  the  Raingeis  who  are  in- 
listed  in  the  8'^  P.  R.  Or  even  to  give  any  aotive  encouragement  till 
I  hear  from  Councel  who  in  that  respect  are  my  shuperiors.  But  I 
do  assure  you  it  Eyer  wass  and  Ever  shall  Be  my  Principal  to  Give 

*  See  page  65. 


FSNITEarLYANIA  ABOBIVES  1779.  67 


Sfery  aanrtanoe  and  use  Every  Effort  in  my  Power  to  Evdry 
recrutiiig  Party. 

A.  LOCHRT. 

Cob  Loohfy'fl  Letter  to  OoL  Brodliead  to  his  Letters  of  Deo^  18«^ 
*21>*,  177». 


Majoe  Leb  to  P&ssibbnt  Bebd,  1779. 

I  did  tnyself  the  honor  of  addreising  your  Ezeellenoy  a  few  days 
ihiee^^.ofi  the  8iib|eet  of  eloathing  for  Siree  offioen  in  my^eorps,  sub- 
jeets  of  the  state  0f  Pensylvanta. 

1  then  totnsmitted  a  letter  from  Mr.  Swain ,  issuing  clothier  at 
camp,  in  ahawer  to  iny  i^lioation  on  behalf  of  the  above  mentioned 
gentleuion* 

Presi»ii*g  that  my  addfess  did  not  reach  yonr  EzoeUency,  I  beg 
lesTe  to  repeat  my  request,  to  know  whether  officers  out  of  the  line 
of  the  state;  eitiflens  of  the  statOi  are  not  entitled  to  equal  privileges 
k  eompensations  with  the  officers  of  the  line,  agreeable  to  the  reso- 
lution of  Congress. 

If  they  are>  I  iatter  myself  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
isnie  an  order  in  behalf  of  the  underwritten  gentlemen. 

If  the  order  can  be  complied  with  in  Philada.,  Captain  McLene 
will  receive  ft  execute  it,  if  it  is  necesd^y  that  all  supplys  should 
eome  thro'  the  state  clothier  at  camp,  I  muQt  request  an  eQclosve 
of  your  directions  under  cover  to  me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

with  the  most  singular  respect, 

your  Excellencys  most  ob.  Servt, 

flENRT  LEE,  Jun.,  Ass.  Com.  Md. 
Hon.  Court  house.  81st  Deo.,  '79. 

MATTHEW  IRWIN,  Surgeon. . 
JAMES  ARMSTRONG,  L*. 

JOHN  60RIX)N,  AcQntant— <^kera  in  the  partiito  corps  ft 
Bttbjeets  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

His  Exoell'y;  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr. 

*  Bee  page  66. 
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Cou  Bbodhbad  to  Captain  John  ClabkE)  1780. 

Head  QoarterS;  Pittsburgh,  Jan.  2nd,  1780. 

Bear  Sir, 

I  have  wrote  to  Col.  Loohry  to  arrest  Captain  Thomas  CampbeH,  for 
for  writing  an  Insolent  letter  to  me,  &c.  Likewise  to  prooare  a  certified 
Muster  lS>ll  of  Captain  Irwin's  Company  &  send  it  to  me ;  and  to 
Captain  Irwin  to  send  up  the  men  of  his  Company  who  are  reinlisted 
into  the  8th  Pen.  Bes^^  during  the  War.  I  have  likewise  desired 
Col.  Loohry  to  arrest  him  tor  disobedience  of  my  orders  should  he 
not  comply.  But  as  Mr.  Irwin  is  CoL  Loohry's  Father-in-law,  he 
will  prooably  disobey  my  instructionsi  which,  if  he  does,  I  request 
that  you  will  do  all  that  I  have  directed  him  to  do. 

I  hope  you  have  made  some  progress  in  recruiting  ft  trust  you  will 
not  suffer  any  thing  that  may  be  said  by  the  people  about  you  to 
prevent  your  engaging  as  many  of  the  Bangers  as  you  can  during 
the  war. 

You  will  probably  see  Captun  Irwin's  men  piyraded,  &  I  desire 
YOU  to  oount  them,  &  among  other  things  write  what  numbers  he 
has,  ft  by  oblique  enquiries  endeavour  to  find  out  how  many  are 
absent,  ft  where  ?    Please  present  my  Compt^  to  Mr.  Coussar. 

I  wish  you  great  success  and  am.  Dear  Sir,  your  most  obed*  serrt. 

BAN.  BBODHEAD, 

CoL  Commanding  W.  D. 
Capt  Jno.  Clarke. 

A  true  Copy. 
Jos.  L.  Finley,  W.  B. 


Col.  Brodhisai>  to  Capt.  Josbph  Ibwin,  1780. 

Head  Quarters  Pittsburgh,  Jan.  ye  2d,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  wrote  to  CoL  Loehry  some  days  aco,  requesUng  him  to  direet 
that  the  men  in  your  Company  which  have  oeen  enlisted  into  the 
8th  Pena.  Beg*  during  the  war  should  be  sent  to  join  the  B^ 
But  he  thought  it  improper  to  give  any  orders  concerning  them ; 
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wbenlbre  yon  are  on  the  reodpt  of  tlds  order  to  Bend  dwm  widMm( 
fas  of  tine. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  Hble  Servt., 

PAN.  BBODHEAD, 
Col.  OoBtmindiiig  W.  D. 

P.  S.    Snaigp  CouaBi^  ia  at  Hannali's  Towa  k  knows  noet  of 
tbei 


To  Oapt.  Job.  Inrio. 

A  true  copy. 
Joe,  L.  Finley,  W.  B. 


Col-  Brodhead  to  Got,  Lochrt,  1780. 

Head  Quarters;  Pittsburgh;  Jan.  2d)  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  JrecPiTed  your  fayor  of  the  29th  ultimo. 

The  president  of  the  State  wrote  me  that  the  ranging  Companies 
were  raised  by  order  of  Gon^pessy  hot  I  know  of  no  Power  he  is 
▼ested  with  to  discharge  or  re-inlist  the  Men. 

It  would  give  me  great  Pleaaure  to  see  the  men  re-inlisted,  during 
the  War,  and  provided  for  as  other  Continental  Troops,  as  otherwise 
they  can  be  of  but  little  Service,  and  if  a  reinforoement  is  not  bad 
by  Spring,  it  will  be  out  of  my  .power  to  afford  the  Frontier  that 
protection  which  I  could  wish. 

Mr.  John  Irwin,  is,  doubtless,  the  proper  Commissary  of  issues, 
but  if  the  Board  of  War  did  order  a  D^lagaisine  be  established  at 
Hannah's  Town,  t^at  Honble  Board  did  not  think  it  proper  to 
acquaint  me  with  any  orders  concerning- it,  but  have  probably  given 
orders  to  the  Comm^  Gknl.  of  Purchases.  I  don't  know  what  you 
mean  by  *'  slighty  and  indifferent  supper^  civen  to  your  County. 
I  am  very  certain  that  your  County  has  recefvea  much  greater  support 
since  I  had  the  Command  of  this  Department  than  any  other  frontier 
County,  and  the  late  expedition  to  Which  your  County  contributed 
a  very  email  force,  was  evidently  calculated  for  the  protection  of 
your  County^  and  in  its  Effects  contributed  greatly  to  the  protection 
of  Bedford  a  Northumberland  Counties.  But  some  Gentlemen  may 
find  a  pleasure  in  complaint,  even  under  the  fullest  gratification.  If 
so,  let  them  be  indulged. 

Since  you  apprehend  an  impropriety  In  giving  orders,  agreeable 
lo  my  request,  I  shall  direct  Captain  Erwin  to  send  up  the  Men,  and 
I  must  request  you  to  send  nke  a  Copy  of  your  Instructions  from  the 
Vol.  Vni.— 4 
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prerfdtiit  of  the  Stato»  I  soppoie  you  are  antkoriied  to  prooinre  ft 
certified  Copy  of  Cftptain  Erwin^  Master  fioll,  and  I  request  yoa 
will  transmit  one  to  mo  by  the  first  opportonity,  or  deliver  it  to  Cap^ 
Clark,  to  be  forwarded  by  him.  And  should  Capt*  JoeephErwin 
refuse  to  eend  the  Men  upon  the  receipt  of  my  Orders,  I  farther 
reqiiest  you  to  arrest  him,  and  send  him  here  for  trial. 

I  have  just  received  a  very  insolent  and  impertinent  Letter  from 
Captain  Thomas  Campbell,  who,  I  request  you  will  likewise  arrest, 
and  send  to  this  place,  where  a  General  Court  Martial  of  the  line  ia 
already  ordered,  a  he  may  have  an  immediate  trial. 

Whilst  the  Ranging  Companies  w^e  under  my  Command,  I  took 
all  possible  care  to  have  them  supplied,  but  I  do  not  conceive  it  to 
be  any  part  of  my  Duty  to  provide  for  troops  who  are  under  the 
immediate  Command  of  any  other  Gentleman.  ' 

I  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  by  the  first  opportunity,  and 
am  with  much  respect  &  esteem,  your  obed^  Serv^, 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD, 

Col.  Commanding  W.  D.* 
Directed,        : 

On  public  Service. 
To  Col.  Archibald  Lochry,  Lieut,  of  Westmoreland  Co* 


Royal  FliM  to  Gbn.  Washington,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  have  frequently  within  these  last  few  days  acquainted  Col*  Ham- 
ilton with  my  prospects  of  supplies — ^and  thought  I  bad  good  authority 
for  all  I  commuoicated ;  yet  I  now  find  the  event  does  not  precisely 
agree  with  what  I  foretold.  As  soon  as  I  was  informed  that  there 
would  be  a  failure  of  Beef  Cattle  from  the  Eastward,  I  used  the 
most  probable  methods  of  procuring  a  supply  in  this  State;  and  I 
had  reason  to  suppose  a  sufficiency  could  be  collected  to  serve  the 
Army  several  Weeks.  Proper  persona  were  employed  to  explore 
every  part  of  this  State.  They  reported  at  first  rather  indefinitely ; 
but  as  soon  as  it  was  known  they  could  expect  no  immediate  sums 
of  money,  their  resources  drew  to  a  point,  and  they  informed  me  with 
exactness  what  they  were  able  to  afford.  Upon  a  Calculation,  it 
appeared  their  succours  would  carry  us  nearly  to  the  middle  of  the 
present  month.  They  gave  me  assurance  of  sending  on  the  supplies 
they  had,  immediately  and,  from  the  distance,  I  had  reason  to  expect 
considerable  before  this  time.  But  it  does  not  yet  come,  and  the 
Army  are  almost  perishing  for  want    It  distresses  me  exceedingly 

*  See  page  70. 
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Omt  I  mm  obliged  to  make  tbia  report;  bat  I  must  mention  fiMta. 
H J  flspeotatiotti  are  as  loQowa : 

Barrele. 
From  M^  Hooper,  in  Sobmz  Gonnty,  Salt^Meat,  400 

AromPitlfrTown^  •  .  60  , 

From  the  Counties  of  Middleaex  &  Someraet,  «  260 

700 


At  die  Nortb  rhrer  ^re  Cattle^  .  .  200  Bead 

In  the  County  of  Orapge,  •  .  .  150 

In  Snasez,  at  least  ...  20 

In  care  of  M'  Dunhanaaj^  ...  50 

420 


Onr  diBtresses  are  known  to  the  eereral  persons  who  have  eharge 
of  the  foregoing  provisiona,  and  I  am  persuaded  they  will  leave 
nothing  nnaone  to  forward  them*  I  have  do  absolute  dependanoe 
on  any  farther  supplies  of  meat  than  are  mentioned  above.  The 
parchasers  here  say  they  would  bay  cattle  ff  they  had  money,  of 
which  I  can  neither  give  nor  promise  them  any,  as  there  is  not  the 
least  proflpeot  that  any  adequate  sums  of  money  will  be  famished 
the  depertmenti  and  our  credit  is  totally  exhausted.  With  respect 
to  Bread,  I  can  ooly  say  that  there  is  Gmip  in  great  number  of  mills 
in  this  State,  which  is  getting  ready  as  fast  as  possible,  and  will  not 
be  delayed  unnecessarily.  I  have  no  more  Bread  at  present  in  Camp 
than  wUl  serve  the  troops  to  morrow.  I  fear  the  Storm  will  keep 
the  waggons  from  moving,  as  well  as  the  Cattle  from  traveUing> 
I  am,  with  Great  respect, 

your  Bxoellency's  most  Ob*  Ser*, 
BOYAL  FLINT, 

A.  Com'y  Purchases. 
Morris  Town,  Jan'y  3*,  1780 
His  Excell'y  Oen>  Washington* 

lndor$emenL 
1780,  ree*  Jaanary  14*^.    Bead  in  Council  the  same  day. 

«  Bee  CoL  Ileo.»  Vol.  XIL,  p.  227. 
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Instructions  of  Council  :to  Lxbutbraiits,  1T80. 

lb  Gouofl,  Jtnuiffy  8, 1780. 
ImtrnotioDs  to  the  Lieutenants  and  Sub-Lieatenants,  apfoiated  io 

-reoeive  the  fieoraits<  '  ' 

Sir, 

Agveeable  to  a  Law  of  this  State^  passed  the  last  SessionSi  impow- 
ering  Council  to  appoint  an  Officer  or  Officers  for  the  Purpose  of 
receiving  the  recruits,  that  shall  be  enlisted  pursuant  to  said  Act,  we 
have  appointed  the  Lieutenants  and  Sub-I^ieutenan^  of  each  Countjf : 
In  which  Duty  you  will  conform  to  the  following  tnstructions : 

1.  You  are  to'  receive  none  but  those  able  of  Body  and  fit  for 
Service,  as  Soldiers, — not  old  Men  or  Boys,  nor  Deserters  from  the 
British  Army,  or  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  United  States,  or  Wag- 
goners engaged  for  any  Term  of  public  Service. 

2.  You  are  to  take  the  Recruits  to  the  most  convenient  Place  for 
subsistiag  ^em,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Commissioner  of  Purchases 
where  they  are  to  be  supported  at  Continental  Expenoe,  by  the  Gom- 
nissary  of  Issues  of  the  United  States. 

3.  Until  ikey  are  marched  to  such  Place,  you  are  to  subsist  them 
at  the  most  jreasonablB  lUte  in  the  County^  not  exceeding  Two  Shit- 
ling  and  jiz  pence  per  Day. 

4.  In  your  service  herein  yon  will  be  allowed 

for  every  Becruit  so  delivered  by  joa 
:to  the  Continental  Officer  ^ho  will  «ofidttot  them  to  Camp. 

6.  In  case  any  Deserter  is  tendered  agre^ble  to  the  4th  Section 
of  the  said  Aet,  you  will  take  charge  of  biffl ;  and  if  by  his  own 
'oonfeseion  signed  by  himself,  or  the  Oath  of  any  Continental  Officer, 
it  shatl  appear  he  is  a  Deserter,  you  will  secure  him  in  Irons  and 
«end  him  to  Goal  till  the  Troops  march,  and  no  Class  is  to  be  deemed 
exempt  from  furnishing  the  Recruit,  until  such  Desertor  shall  be 
ascertained,  as  aforesaid  :  Such  Confession  or  Oath  to  be  forwarded 
to  Camp  with  the  Prisoner. 

^6.  You  are  also  to  receive  from  the  Justices,  with  the  Recruits, 
the  Attestations  and  Certificates,  which  you  are  carefully  to  forward 
'  to  this  Board, 

7.  Regular  Accounts  to  be  kep€  of  all  Expenditures ;  for  reim- 
bursing of  which,  Draughts  will  be  made  by  this  Board,  when  the 
Aocouut  is  furnished  and  approved. 

8.  In  Case  any  Recruit  shall  desert  after  Inlistment,  you  are 
immediately  to  advertise  him,  offering  Twenty  Shillings  Specie  for 
appreheoding  him ;  and  you  are  derfred  to  put  the  Law*  strict^  in 
Force,  against  every  Person  harbouring  Deserters,  by'^which  they 
are  liable  to  pay  £5,  Specie,  for  every  Offence,  to  be  recovered  before 
any  Justice  of  the  Peace.* 

W  MOORE, 

Yioe  President 
*  From  printed  handbill. 
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Wif.  Gtovnr  asd  Wx.  OxDDia  io  Oomiciv  1T80. 

Hod.  Sir, 

We  rebeired  jcnr  Reqnisitioii  of  the  1*<|  &  sboold  be  hapra*is 
waitiDg  on  yon,  but  the  weetber  being  bad^  we  kope  will  pleea  eor 
fiofficient  excaaey  aa  M*  NioholaoQ,  oor  Clerk,  oaa  satisfy  you  as  ta 
what  you  desire  to  koow  respectiDg  Geu^  Aniold's  acooontai  baTeiii|( 
gone  tbroagh  the  whole  of  them  with  us. 

We  have  the  ETonor  to  be  yoar 
Honors^  Moat  ob*  serv^, 

W-  GOVBTT, 


Treasa*y  office,  3  Jaa.  1780. 


WILL.  QEDDES.* 


JOHH'NlCHOLSOir  TO  PBSB.  RllSD,  1780. 

8ii^    . 

I  presented  the  note  I  received  from  yon,  to  MesaF"  Ckyf  ett  ao^ 
Oeddes  aocording  to  your  request^  and  wish  tQ  lay  my  aentimenti 
also  before  yoar  Excellency  respecting  the  Memonndoms  of  Genl. 
Arnold  alluded  to,  which|  if  produc^i  most  evince  the  oontraiT'of 
the  inference  from  Major  Franks  having  had  free  recourse  to  them 
and  his  other  papers,  vix*,  thatthe  General  had  no  oonoema  in  trade 
daring  his  Command  in  this  City. 

I  Tomember  partioakrTy  to  have  seen  a  brge  sou  emdited  on  aoo^ 
of  his  ^  Carolina  concern/'  as  he  termed  it — ^I  Qiink  there  were  several 
entriee  for  ineoes  of  goods  sold,  and  I  am  confident  I  saw  Mr.  Wesf  a 
name  in  them  ;  Mr.  Govett  says  he  also  saw  it,  which  oorroboratea 
my  opinioni  altho'  I  cannot  remember  on  what  occasion  it  was  ased. 
They  also  contained  seVeral  other  things  of  a  commercial  naturOi 
which,  if  proved,  most,  I  think,  militate  against  that  part  of  Major 
Pranks*  evidence. 

I  highly  revere  the  MiRtary  character  g(  General  Arnold,  bnt  at  the 
same  time  am  desirons  of  giving  every  information  I  can  of  his  abase 
of  power,  and  shall  be  happy  if  any  thing  I  know  oaji  be  of  service 
to  the  pnblic. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  With  the 

highest  respect,  yoar  Excellency's 

mo.  obt,  very  homble  serv**, 

J»0.  NICHOLSOK.t 

Chamber  of  Acconnts,  Jan'y  4»>',  1T80. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Eecd,  Esq. 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIL,  page  219.  226. 
t  Setf  Cbl  Efb.v  ^l  XII.^  page  Sl«.  225. 
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BoABD  or  Wab  to  Pbss.  Rbbd,  1780. 

War  Offioe,  Ju't  4, 178^.    ' 
Sir, 

The  board  are  favored  witb  joars  of  yesterday,  &  retam  their 
thanks  for  your  Ezoellency's  attention  to  the  Publie  Interest — ^in 
•onseqnenoe  whereof  they  have  conversed  with  Mr.  Bright^  k  will 
endeavour  to  remedy  the  abuse ;  but  as  it  arises  chiefly  from  peculaF^ 
tion  on  the  road;  it  b  to  be  feared  it  will  be  almost  impossible  to 
prevent  it. 

Inclosed  is  the  cop^  of  a  letter  the  board  wrote  to  Col.  Weltner, 
previous  to  their  receipt  of  the  proceedings  of  the  fible.  the  Council 
<m  the  subject  of  Schott's  Corps. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  respect,  y  Ezoellency's. 

most  obed.j  Humble  serr. 

By  order  of  the  board, 

BEN.  STODDERT,  Sec'y .♦ 
Ptrectedy 
His  Excellency,  Joseph  Beed,  Esq.,  President  of  Pennsylvania. 
(War  Office.) 


Qen.  Ibyihs  to  Gbkl.  Gbobqu  WAflmaraTON,  1779. 

Cranes  Mills,  Jan  y*  4%  1780. 
Sir, 

When  I  wrote  your  Excellency  the  1'*  Inst.  I  had  hope  that  I 
should  not  be  und^r  the  necessity  of  troubling  about  provisions ; 
but  I  was  mistaken,  for  notwithstanding  repeat^  promises  ^m  the 
Commissary  here  I  have  not  been  able  tp  get  more  than  one  days 
bread  since  I  came  here  except  some  Buckwheat  and  a  little  corn, 
this  I  borrowed  from  the  inhabitants^  and  was  obliged  to  promise  to 
pay  them  in  kind.  They  have  been  very  hospitable  but  seeing 
little  prospect  of  being  paid,  my  credit  begins  to  run  low  and  they 
make  a  thousand  apologys  particularly  scarcity  for  their  families. 

My  out  Gwurds  croud  Expresses  on  me,  complaining  of  want  and 
in  short  expressing  fears  that  will  not  be  able  to  keep  their  men 
long  together  without  tlelief. 

The  spirit  of  desertion  still  prevails  six  have  left  the  out  posts  at 
different  times.    The  detached  state  they  are  in  facilitates  their 

•  See  CoL  Bee,  Vol.  JUL,  219. 


PENNSTLTANIA  ABOHiySS  178a  7S 

eeeape,  indeed  is  a  tenptatieD.  I  tttmre  tout  EzceUeDcy  it  dia- 
*WMW»  me  exoeedinglj  to  harass  you  with  Complaints  &  have  for- 
b<sii  tttloDg  as  I  think  ooasiateMt  with  my  duty — Shall  be  happy 
when  in  my  power  to  give  you  more  fiivonible  aoeoaatai 

I  am  &ou| 

WILL-  IEVINK* 
(Copy.) 
DirtcUdj 
Genl.  Washington. 


Extract   op   a  Lbttbr  jrom   GBia.    WAsnnraTOK  to 

CONGRBSS,  1780, 

Bated,  Head  Quarters,  Morristown,  Jan.  y«  6*^  1780. 

''li  gives  DM  extreme  pain  that  I  shoold  Still  be  holding  op  to 
GoDgreea  oar  wanta,  on  the  soore  of  provisicMiSi  when  I  am  convineed 
they  are  doing  ail  they  ean  ifor  ou  fielief,  doty  and  neoeisity,  how* 
orer  oonatrain  me  to  do  it. 

The  enclosed  eopiea  of  letters  from  H'  Flint  the  Assistant  Com- 
BOBsary  and  from  Gen'.  Irvine,  who  oommands  at  present  onr 
advaneed  troops,  contain  a  just  representation  of  onr  situation.  To 
add  to  our  dittioolties  I  very  much  fear  that  the  late  violent  snow 
storm  haa  so  blocked  up  the  roads  that  it  will  be  some  days  before 
the  seanly  supplies  in  this  qnarter  can  be  brought  to  Gamp.  The 
Troopa,  both  Qffiosrs  and  men  have  borne  tl^ir  distress  with  a 
patienoe  scarcely  to  be  conceived,  Many  of  the  latter  have  beeii 
Umt  or  Ave  days  withont  meat  entirely  &  short  of  bread  and  none 
bat  on  very  aeaaty  supplies.  Some  for  their  preservation  have  been 
eempeUed  to  maraud  and  rob  from  the  Inhabitlints  and  I  have  it 
not  in  my  power  to  punish  or  to  repress  the  practice.  If  our  con* 
dition  shoidd  not  undergo  a  very  speedy  and  considerable  change 
for  the  better — it  will  to  difficult  to  point  out  all  the  consequences 
that  may  ensue.  About  forty  of  the  cattle  mentioned  by  M*'  Flint 
got  in  last  night^'f 

*  See  Colon.  Rcc,  Vol.  XTI.,  p.  227. 
""       \^9t  Col.  Bee,  VoL  XII.,  p.  227. 
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Fbakcis  SwAiisTE  TO  Pres.  Rbed,  1780. 

Camp  neftf  Morratoimi  tKaa^  6%  1780. 
Most  Bespeoted  Sir, 

Yoar  Exoelleno/ B  fiivot  of  the  9^  December*  I  reoeived  by  Col* 
HvaplOD,  on  Ghi^stmafl  day  respectiDg  the  Clothing  accoonty  bat 
had  it  not  in  mj  power  to  Concert  any  plan  with  the  Oen^  Officers 
as  none  of  them  were  present  Gen*  S*  Clair  being  gone  to  Potsgrove 
Gen^  Waine  with  the  Light  Infantry^  Qtev}  Irvine  on  Comand  & 
Gen' Hand  gone  home. 

I  wrote  some  time  ago  informing  yonr  Excellency  I  had  oom» 
pleated  the  distribution  of  the  officers  Clothing,  I  have  likewise 
(after  a  long  train  of  difficalthn^  oompleatd  the  distribution  of  the 
soldiers  clothing,  most  part  of  them  being  packed  up  in  such  a  man- 
ner, that  it  Oo^si^n'd  ten  times  the  trouble  whiph  it  woald  have 
clone,  had  they  been  packed  up  properly.  A  vi^w  of  the  Invoice 
will  show  the  Irregular  manner  in  which  Aej  were  pack'd. 

Gen*  Wilkinson  has  receiv'd  a  quantity  of  Shoes  few  the  soldiers, 
hope  the  small  Aambef  which  I  brought  fzon  Philad*  will  not 
hinder  me  from  receiving  mv  quota  for  our  troops. 

Before  f  left  Philadelphia  your  Bxcellonoy  cHrectod  me  not  to 
Issue  any  Clothing  to  the  Artillery  (except  the  offioen)  ae  Coh 
Proctor  had  drawn  Clethiag  for  them  in  Phila^  and  since  I  hwe 
been  here  some  of  the  artillery  Officers  inform'd  me,  that  OoL 
PVoctor  made  n  brag  of  it  at  Head  quarters,  that;  he^  bad  Bttpply'd 
his  regiment  with  Clothing,  and  notwithstanding  that,  Gaptrai 
Oraig  (who  dom mauds  the  Regiment,)  brought  me  a  retnm  of  their 
Wanting,  Hats,  Vests,  Shirts,  shoes  &  Stockisffs,  and  have  (by  Qee^ 
8*  GUi?8  Orders)  supplyd  part  their  wants,  by  dramng  from  the 
Continental  store  at  Morristown.  As  Cole.  Procter  is  in  Phila- 
dclphia  he  can  inform  your  Excelkney  what  quantity  of  Gkthiftg  hb 
drew  for  his  regiment. 

Last  Sunday  being  the  2'  the  month,  there  fell  a  prodigiona 

qualitity  of  snow,  attended  with  an  exceeding  high  wind  which  liai 

fiU'd  up  the  roads  to  the  top  of  the  fences,  and  made  it  Impossible  to 

travel,  and  I  believe  Oocaaion'd  a  scarcity  of  Provisions  in  Camp^ 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respect 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  Very  Humble  servant, 

FRANCIS  SWAINB. 

P.  S.  The  Officers  in  General  has  no  notion  of  the  Caps,  neither 
have  I  foro'd  them  to  except  of  y". 
Directed^ 

On  Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq.  President  of  the  State  Penn- 
sylvania. 

*  See  pages  84. 
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Col.  Lbwis  Nioola  xo  P&e8«  RksDj  1780. 

Sr, 

Fl^  Bfea  wbo  deserted  from  the  Thames  frigtte.lbe  night  nf  Ui0 
1«  ImF  aay  she  i»  Isid  up  at  one  of  the  wharfa  of  New  fork;  tke 
Ig9y«lli8t|  fmrmetiy  the  Oliver  GreaMrell  k  two  armed  Brigaere  hi 
the  seme  sitnatioD,  the  Bainibaw  of  40  <}an8  the  only  ehif  io€  fene 
wew  itt  York  Harbovr,  the  Rose  Ingafte  of  20  gone  pedshddioa  her 
piMngo  liome.  Two  ieets  sailed  the  latter  part  of  laeft  monih^  end 
ftMT  Cork  the  other  for  the  soathfward  A;  ae  a  storm  arose  3  or  3  daw 
after  ii  was  apprehended  they  mnst  have  aoffered  the  di^  after  the 
departwre  of  the  fleet  a  aloop  sailed  with  Horses.  Jast  before  theae 
Ben  deasrted  ft  was  reported  that  a  40  gun  ship  waa  said  to  he  fee# 
off  Bgg-Harhoar  snpposed  to  he  the  Aomley  as  she  was  the  ksief 
the  fleet  that  went  oat  Geoi  OliatoD  on  hoard.  The  Brkania  tf  20 
gone  a  piivateer  eertainly  lost  of  the  Heok  another  a  shN^^  said  ta 
hiave  siiAkj  her  mast  head  only  appearing.  The  Thames  frigate-was 
snrpriaed  by  the  lee  &  with  dlfionity  got  to  the  whsrL  Informantn 
do  not^  know  any  thing  of  more  troops  embarking.  The  shifs  lokff^ 
ably  well  manned  there  being  a  eontinaal  press* 
Permit  me  to  Assure  yov  - 

ih&t  I  am  with  respect  -' 

Tour.Ezeelleocies 

most  obed^  Serv* 

LEWISNIOOLA^T.  M. 
January  C<*,  1780. 

JHrectedy  * 

To  his  EzoelleBoy  Joseph  Beed  President  of  the  State. 


CoL«  LocHjnn.xp  Pbbs.  AssPi  1780. 

Dknnas  Town,  January  0<^  1780. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Z  was  honored  with  your  letter  in  Coonoil  o|  OQtr  30^*  last  by 
Qapt^Erwin* 

The  two  xangiiig  Companies  were  stationed  at  the  Kittening  and 
Fort  Crawfordi  at  mouth  of  a  Qreek  called  Pocatees  Creek,  on  the 
All^ghimyi  Biver,  which  posts  were  well  calculated  to  cover  the 
C^piMay.       ^ 

*  869  VoL  Vn.,  770. 
4f    - 
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Col*  Brodbead,*  for  some  reasons  best  known  to  bimself,  and 
without  oonsnltiog  me  or  any  of  tbe  Gentlemen  of  tbis  Connty 
ordered  both  Companies  to  Fort  Pitt.' 

On  reoeiying  jonr  Exoellenoy's  Orders  for  stationing  these  troops, 
I  made  Colo.  Brodhead  acquainted  with  tbe  authority  I  was  Tested 
withy  (tbe  Copy  of  which  Letter  I  send  enclosed,  with  the  Originab 
•f  such  as  I  reoel?ed  from  him  on  Ibis  subject,  witb  copes  of  m/ 
answers  to  tbe  samci  for  your  Bzoellencies  perusal.) 

The  principal  People  in  the  County,  and  more  partioularlT  on  tbe 
frontier,  begin  to  be  alarmed  al  his  conduct  in  stripping  thai  pari 
entirely  of  troops,  and  laying  it  open  to  tbe  exourtioos  of  the  savages  ; 
and  it  is  reported  tbe  SsTages  are  drove  to  Niagara  and  Detroit,  and 
there  suppwted  by  the  British. .  If  this  be  so  we  may  expect  tbeir 
visits  early  next  Spring,  and,  it  is  generally  thought  in  such  bodiea 
that  we  cannot  withstand  them.  We  cannot  even  call  out  tbe  Mili*- 
tia  of  tbe  County  for  want  of  Provision.  Colo.  Brodbead  will  not 
suffer  a  Magasine  to  be  laid  in  at  this  place,  and  has  refused  giving 
tbe  ranging  Companies  any  subsistance.  We  are  obliged  to  billet 
tbem  out  in  the  Country  by  fours  and  fives  in  a  house,  tbe  distressed 
Inbabitants  being  willing  to  share  the  store  laid  in  for  their  own 
families  rather  than  let  the  men  be  dispersed ;  and,  indeed,  I  see  no 
possibility  of  standing  next  Summer  should  the  Indian  Hostilities 
continue. 

Should  your  Excellency  think  proper  to  give  orders  for  the  rein- 
listing  these  Companies  for  one  year  longer,  the  Officers  think  it 
can  be  done  by  giving  proper  Encouragement ;  ttnd  if  tbeir  service 
is  not  wanted  on  this  frontier,  it  is  probable  it  may  in  some  other 
Quarter,  and  I  assure  you  my  study  shall  be  to  convert  their  service 
to  the  general  good  of  the  United  States. 

Colo.  Brodhead's  recruiting  parties  have  inlisted  a  number  of  the 
men  in  tho  ranging  Companies  before  tbeir  timea  were  expired,  and 
when  the  officers  demanded  the  men  to  servo  out  their  Times  in  the 
Companies  they  were  refused,  and  ordered  to  be  arrested  and  sent 
to  Fort  Pitt  to  be  tried.  I  have  refused  to  send  them,  as  I  could 
not  see  any  right  they  bad  to  be  tried  (if  any  fault  had  been 
committed)  by  those  who  had  totally  refiised  them  even  neoessary 
subsistence. 

Capt.  Moorbead's  Independant  Company,  that  was  raised  for  tbe 
protection  of  this  County  and  stationed  on  its  frontiers  for  near 
three  years  past,  is  likewise  removed  to  Fort  Pitt,  and  annexed  to 
tbe  8th  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  If  that  Company  was  to  be  filled| 
which  I  think  would  soonbe  done  if  proper  officers  were  appointed| 
and  a  magasine  to  supply  them,  and  were  stationed  with,  tbe  two 
ranging  Companies  on  our  frontiers,  tbe  Country  would  be  bettor 
supported  and  able  to  give  a  good  assiatanee  to  the  Continental 
troops  should  any  offensive  measures  be  carried  on  agaii^t  the 
Enemy. 

*  See  page  66-67,  68. 
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I  rest  (heee  matters  to  yoar  Excellency's  Oonsidentioii;  and  beg 
kaoe  to  subscribe  m jself. 

Toot  EaoeUeiioy's  most 

obedieot  bumble  servanty 

A.  LOCHBT,  0.  L. 

His  ExoellMicy  Tbe  President. 


Capt.  JosBPn  Ebwih  to  Pbb&  Bbbd,  1780. 

Hannastown,  January  lO*,  1780. 
Hay  it  please  yoor  Excellency, 

^  I  take  this  opportonity  by  Captain  Campbell  to  inform  yon  of  a 
]neoe  of  Conduct  Colo.  Brodnead  has  been  pleased  this  day  to  adopt, 
which  ia — Gapt.  Clark,  of  his  own  Beg*,  handed  me  a  tieket  in  the 
following  woidS;  teUing  me  I  was  under  anest, 

"^Hannas  town,  Jan'  10*^;  1780. 
"Dr.  Sir, 

''  I  am  ordered  by  Colo.  Danl.  Brodhead  to  arrest  yon  for  detaiii^ 
''  ing  the  Rangers  that  was  reinlisted  into  the  8th  Pensa.  B^oaent 
^  during  the  war  from  joining  said  Begiment,  and  for  disob^ience 
"of  his  Orders. 

"^  (Signed,)  JOHN  GLABK,  Capt.  8th  P.  B. 

^  To  Joseph  Erwin,  Esq.,  Gapt  of  the  rangen/' 

I  must  confess  I  was  not  much  surprised  at  recetring  so  eztraordi* 
nary  a  Letter  when  I  reiected  en  Colo.  Brodhead's  late  Conduct 
and  treatment  of  the  two  Companies  of  Bangers  raised  by  the 
authoritj  of  your  Excellency  and  Council. 

I  fatter  myself  that  since  I  took  the  Command  of  the  rangine 
Company  I  haye  done  every  thing  in  my  power  for  the  benefit  and 
tdrantage  of  the  state,  and  I  trust  your  Excellency  and  the  Council 
will  take  proper  measures  on  this  Occasion,  as  I  am  arrested  for 
strictly  adhering  to  my  Instructions  and  the  County  Lieu*  directiona 
by  Order  of  Council. 

Gapt  Cmpbelt  will  inform  you  further,  and  likewise  of  the  ditf* 
ta0sed  situation  ^f  my  Company  fur  Brotision,  and  I  hope  your 
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Exoellencj  will  afford  mj  Brave  men  evefy  aansUnoe  in  year 
power* 

I  have  ibe  honour  to  be 

Your  Esoelieaene  most 
dbedlcBt  h'ble  servanti 

JOS.  ERWIN, 

Oapt.  Ist  Rang'g  Compy.  - 
Directed, 

On  Pnblio  Serrioe. 

To  His  Exoellenoy  Joseph  Reed|  Esqr.,  President  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania.  .    . 

Pr.  favor  of  Gapt  Oampbell. 

Indorsedf 

1780y  reed.  Pebmary  10th  from  Captain  Joseph  Erwin  of  the  Ist 
zanjpog  Campy. 


€aMlfI8SI0VER8  OV  THIB  COTTKTT  OV  PhIULDELPHIA 
TO  OOUKCIL,   1780. 

To  His  Bzeellency  the  l^residenUn  the  Supreme  Executive  Oounoil 
of  this  Comnronwealth.  * 

Che  Commi8gione»  of  the  County  of  Philada.  most  Respeoifully 

MpT68Snt|, 

'  That  they  are  put  to  a  particular  difficulty  in  the  levying  of  th^ 
fifteen  Million  Tax  by  the  evasive  Behaviour  of  a  number  of  Per- 
B09P  in  the  City  and  Ooanty  ol  Philadelphia  who  refuse  to  give  any 
Account  whatsoever  of  .their  property  made  rateable  by  the  Act  to 
raise  the  supplies  fdr  die  Year  1779^  The  Commlssteners  find  that 
in  the  said  act,  §  4,  the  Township  Assessors  and  two  Freeholdera 
jAall  go  to  the  dwelliog  house  of  each  Inhabitant,  and  shall  by  all 
LawfuH  ways  and  means  diligently  inform  themselves  of  such  pro- 
perty, &C.  But  there  is  no  Clause  in  the  Act  obliging  the  Inhabi- 
tants themselves  to  declare  what  property  they  are  possessed  of.  It 
is  true  that  in  the  §  7  the  penalty  of  paying  four  fold  Taxes  is  set 
on  such  of  the  Inhabitants  who,  in  the  return  which  he  makes  to 
the  Assessorsi  shall  wilfully  conceal  any  part  of  his  taxable  property 
with  intent  to  screen  the  same  from  Taxation.  But  the  Commie- 
boners  are  not  clear  whether  the  visible  property  of  these  Persons, 
as  Houses,  Lands,  Cattle,  &c.|  for  the  sake  of  their  refusing  to  de^ 
jBkra  wh«t  property  they  have^  may  be  considered  undef  the  «fere- 
faid  Act  na  ooncoaled  propjDr^j  ana  the  possessor  thereof  obaqp^ 
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vitb  tk«  foof  foU  Tax.  Tii0  CounnittiionefB  [My  Ae  Ad«fc«  nod 
Direotioii  of  the  Goanoil  how  to  proceed  against  penena  refoaiDg  as 
afimnid,  whether  thej  shall  be  charged  with  the  four  foU  Tax  or 
ML 

JOHN  BROOKE^ 
FRAN'S  GURNET, 
JOS.  DEAN  * 


Opinion  of  Nicholas  Wain,  1780. 

Case. 

In  tli«  Aet  of  Aasettibly  whieh  granta  the  Unat  Million  of  Bollars. 
Cbp.  105  IB  the  foUowing  GImmo. 

)  7.  If  any  peraon  shall  wlllfally  eonoeali  n  the  Retvro  whieh 
he  mftkea  to  the  Township  of  Wavd  Assessor  any  patt  of  his  taxable 
PiopeKjr  within  eueh  Townehip  or  Ward  with  Intent  to  sefeen  the 
saflio  fmm  TaxaUoD,  the  person  so  eoneealing  shall  pay  four  fold 
fkxee  for  all  such  P^perty  so  concealed,  &o. 

Under  this  Act  the  follolring  Case  has  arisen : 

A  Namher  of  Persoj)9,.who  apprehend  they  are  called  upon  to 
bear  a  TestimoDy  against  Wars  and  Fighting,  not  throngh  Obsti- 
nacy.  Fraud  or  Deceit,  bat  from  a  real  Scruple  of  Conscience  decline 
giving  an  Acconnf  of  their  Estates^  as  they  cannot  actively  pay  a 
Tax  to  carry  on  War,  tho'  they  do  not  use  any  Deyioo  to  screen 
tiieir  property  from  Taxation,  but  expect  passively  to  pay  their 
Proportion. 

Qa.  Ace  meh  persons  within  the  meaning  of  the  said  Seotioo 
•nd  liable  to  die  heary  Penalty  of  •  four  fold  Tax  upon  all  their 
Estate? 

A.  Penal  Laws  which  affect  particular  persons  are  to  be  strictly 
eonstnie4  and  not  extended  beyond  what  the  clear  Words  will  bear  ; 
it  would  be  very  unsafe  to  trust  those  who  are  to  execute  Laws  with 
Power  to  create  Offences  by  strained  ImplicationSi  otherwise  they 
might  become  as  Gins  and  Snares  to  entrap  innocent  people  and  be 
prostituted  to  Purposes  very  different  from  what  the  Legislature 
intended.  The  Assembly  have  been  very  plain  in  describing  the 
Fraud  or  Offence  which  they  mean  to  have  punished,  and  I  appre- 
hend not  one  of  the  Characters  which  go  to  make  up  the  Offence  is 

*  See  the  following  opinions,  also  Col.  Keo.,  YoL  Xlh^  p.  244,  and  p.  49 
ofthis. 
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to  be  foond  in  the  Case  stated.  I  know  not  by  what  Train  of 
Reasoning  it  ean  be  made  ont,  that  a  person  who  oonscienlDioiMly 
deolines  makins  any  Return  at  all  for  the  l^asons  stated  and  who 
expects  passiyely  to  pay  his  fall  Tax,  is  one  '<  who  in  the  Return  hm 
<<  rndtes  wiUfuUy  conoods  a  part  of  his  taxable  Property,  Ac.,  with 
'^  Intent  to  screen  the  same  from  Taxation.'*  The  two  Cases  ave  as 
distinct  in  Nature  and  Description  as  Light  and  Darkness ;  the  Act 
of  Assembly  has  Reference  to  something  done  with  a  oovinoos  or 
fraudulent  Intention,  the  Case  stated  has  not  the  least  Mixture  of 
Fraud  or  criminal  Intention,  in  the  one  is  a  Design  to  screen  his 
Property  from  Taxation,  in  the  other  no  such  View.  In  short  to 
constitute  the  Ofience  mentioned  in  the  Act  three  things  are  neces- 
sary. I'S  there  most  be  a  Return  made.  2^'^,  a  wilful  concealing 
a  part.  3'^,  With  Intention  to  screen  the  same  from  Taxation. — 
But  it  may  be  objected  that  giving  no  Account,  must  be  a  greater 
Offence  than  giving  a  partial  Account^  to  this  I  oppose  (upon  the 
(Dase  stated,)  a  well  known  Law  M9ixim,that  the  Act  does  not  make 
a  M^n  guilty,  unless  the  Mind  be  guilty,  and  where  a  person  of 
sober  lSo  and  good  Morals  does  declare  he  acts  irom  a  mere  Motive 
of  Conscience  in  Matters  of  this  kind.  Charity  which  is  the  Perfeo- 
tioQ  «f  Christianity  forbids  to  deny  him  Credit  and  would  indues  to 
proceed  in  the  inost  lenient  Manner.  And  besides  as  the  Act  of 
Assembly  makes  no  provbion  in  the  Case  stated,  it  is  Ccutu  omi$9u$ 
and  it  is  as  Ii  apprehend  out  of  the  Power  of  the  Commiss'*  and 
Assessors  to  impose  the  Penalty ;  neither  would  such  a  Clause  to 
accumulate  Suffering  upon  consoienoious  Men  have  been  just,  con- 
founding the  innocent  and  guilty  together.  I  therefore  conclude 
that  the  Assembly  intended  to  leave  Matters  of  this  sort  to  the 
reasonable  Discretion  of  the  Commiss''  and  Assessors,  who  may  fall 
upon  easy  Means  of  doing  what  will  obtain  a  proper  Proportion  of 
TvLX  from  such  persons  without  any  public  Disadvantage  and  more 
consistent  with  Equity,  which  b  all  that  ought  to  be  desired  For 
the  above  and  other  Reasons  I  am  dear  in  Opinion,  that  the  Penalty 
referred  to  in  the  Question  can  not  by  the  said  Act  or  by  any  Law 
that  I  know  of  exbting  in  Pennsy  Wania,  be  imposed  upon  the  Per* 
sons  stated  in  the  Case. 

Beinff  requested  to  sive  my  Sentiments  upon  the  foregoing  Sub- 
jects, wlich  being  as  abovC;  are  submitted,  &^. 

NICHOLAS  WALN. 

Philadelphia,  1st  Mo.  10th,  1780. 

Note. — ^There  is  another  part  of  the  same  Paragraph,  which  clearly 
shews  the  present  Case  was  not  intended  by  the  Assembly  respecting 
the  Qualification  of  the  Witness  to  prove  the  Concealment  which  in 
Case  of  a  Refusal  officially  known  to  the  Collector,  would  be  super- 
fluous, but  it  is  proper  for'the  purpose  intended.* 

*  See  Colon.  Beo.,  YoL  XII.,  p.  244 
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JOHH  HUBLET  TO  PrES.  RbSD,  1780. 

iMiif,  Swofj  lOih,  1780. 
Hon'  Sir, 
I  wilk  80III6  otiieis  have  beooiae  the  porehaaeTB  of  ao  Bstate  lata 


of  Mieh>  Witmao,  an  attaited  Person  of  this  Ooantj.  The  Ckudr 
BiasbiierB  have  sold  it  to  ns  sobject  to  the  Leases  thereon  whioh 
will  not  expire  until!  the  latter  End  of  April  or  beginning  of  May 
aext,  nntiil  which  Time  they  receive  the  Rentsand  the  Purohasers 
in  to  wait  for  the  Possession,  some  of  the  Tenants  claim  even  a 
Bight  to  a  Way  going  Crop,  which  tho  the  Commissioner  who  Let  it 
denies  saoh  a  Contract,  yet  We  will  haye  to  dispute  it  with  thtf 
Tenants,  as  they  have  aoWB  the  Oionnd  :-^Bttt  what  We  look  hard 
on  is  Mr.  Hall's  informing  us  that  tho  purchasers  are  to  pay  Taxes 
before  Possession  delivered  by  direction  of  the  Council,  and  therefore 
beg  the  Council  will  reconsider  their  directions  to  the  Commissionera 
rapeociDg  the.  Taxes,  as  the  State  not  only  posaosses  the  purchase 
Money  but  receives  the  Rent^  and  Profits  untill  the  Commissioners 
»6  enaUed  to  deliver  Possession.  ^ 

I  am,  Hon'  Sir^  " 

with  great  Esteem, 

your  very  hble  Serv*, 

JOHN  HUBLET* 

Directed, 
His  Excelleney  Joseph  Beed,  Esq',  President 
V  Charles  Hall,  Bsqr. 


Hanrt  Hallsb  to  Pees*  Bbed,  1780. 

Sir, 

It  being  now  verry  near  two  Years  since  the  Hon*^«  the  Supreme 
Bxecutiv^  Council  was  pleased  to  appoint  me  Waggon  Master  for 
the  County  of  Berks^  agreeable  thereto|  I  have  endeavoured  to  dis« 
fku^  the  duty  incumbent  on  me  from  the  time  of  said  appointment 
until  now  ^  In  the  Interim  I  have  several  times  applied  at  different 
plsoes  fw  my  Pay  without  Success.  Col.  Morgan,  Q.  M.  Genl.  at 
this  Post  would  have  paid  me  the  Money  before  this  timcy  was  he 
properly  authorized^  but  as  it  is  as  yet  impossible  for  him  or  me  to 
Aeoertain  the  eiact  amount  of  pay  allowed  me  by  the  United  Stetos, 
the  Pay  of  Officerr  having  from  time  to  time  been  Altered,  being 
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tmaoqaainted  therewith.  I  cannot  prove  my  pay  rol,  &  therefore  am 
obliged  to  lay  oat  of  the  Money's  due  to  me  on'  that  Ac^nt,  suffic- 
ing at  the  same  time  a  considerable  Loss  by  the  depreciation  of  our 
GuiM«#y ;  nndeir  Cbese  Citonmstances  I  beg  leave  to  Commit  tbia 
Matter  to  the  Consideration  of  your  Hon"*  Boddy  praying  your  kind 
Interposition  therein,  that  I  may  be  furnished  with  the  eraot  Pay 
fte.  due  to  me  flrom  time  ft>  time,  whioh  will  enablis  me  ta  profe  fcny 
Aoeooftl. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  Ob«  htfmble  Serv*, 

HBNBY  HALLBB- 

J)ireoted^ 

.   lb  His  Exoelknoy  Jos.  Roed^  ut  Phiiadalphia. 


COJIMISSIOMBBB  FOB  PROCUBUffa-  SliOUB  &C;  fO  PfiBB. 

Bbbd,  1780» 

Sir, 

The  Commissioner  met  Iltb.  lo^ti  to  consult  among  themseWcB 
what  they  should  do  with  the  Salt  as  mentioned  in  the  inclosed 
Report.  It  may  perhaps  be  unnecessary  to  trouble  your  Ezeellency 
w^  many  particulars  respecting  some  of  the  owners  of  the  Salt  on  hand, 
only,  avarice,  together  with  the  various  tempers  &  dispositions  W9 
have  to  combat  with,  Induced  us  to  inform  your  Ezq^IK.  That* 
having  an  Offer  by  John  Challender  of  £60  ^  B^  for  Coarse  Salt  & 
£15  for  fine,  that  is  for  the  Salt  in  Stamper'.s  St;or6|  wbi^  must  be 
taken  thence  in  9  Days  as  the  Store  is  then  to  ^  applied  to  some 
other  purpose,  the  offer  mentioned  is  an  evident  loss  to  the  Public, 
which  the  Commissi  did  not  ^chuse  to  transact  without  advice  & 
direction  respecting  the  inclosed  report.  We  therefore  Beg  Tour 
Ezc'y  would  favor  us  with  ans'  &  direct  as  you  shall  think  proper. 

Cap*.  McCulloch'  infortoed  he 'had  a  DP.  accepted  by  John  Chal- 
lender  for  Salt  sold  formerly,  amounting  to  Four  thousand  &  iy^ 
Pounds,  the  Commiss"  desired  he  ^ould  call  for  the  money  &  retkln' 
the  same  in  hands  untill  His  Exceil'  would  be  pleas'd  to  order  res* 
peoting  the  same. 

I  am  for  Commiss'*. 

Tour  Excelly*  most  Obed<» 
..       &  very  huai»*.  Set*     - 

EOFT.  AETKEN  SecrV.* 
I  PhHad*.  12  Jan^  1780. 

.  *  See  CoL  Beo.,  Vol  XII.J  p.  227. . 
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Tk«  CoBiDinioiiOf9  beg  le&vit  to  xaak^, 

Rspari  of  Sahy  wkkh  has  no*  beea  re-deliveied^  In  MeaB**.  Borgo 
&  SUvper's  flftOBeo. 

Bdongimg  to  C6ar$e  Soli,       Fuu  SaU, 

Pekiiah  Weboter, 

Stevena's 

— ^— •  McHngh 


Gregg 

Price 

Aithnr  Tnaton 
GapeMaj 


^l 

26 

68i 

167 

167 

M' 

15 
.  Barge's 

16 

Total  in 

Store  2451  B^ 

\ 

85 

941 

WJ 

17i 

17* 

110} 

110* 

Total  in  M'.  Stamper's  Store  807}  B*- 

2453 


Total  in  habdi  of  Commia^*  not  re-deliv«  5581 
aOB'T.  AITKEN  Secr'y. 

HiB  ^oellenoj  Joseph  Beed  Prcaid*.  of  Eze**^.  GbonciL 


Prks^  of  Ooirenns  vo  Prbs.  Bbxd,  1780. 

Phifadel]^  Jowrj  12, 1780. 

Ton  win  receiTe  herewitli  enolos'd  an  aet  of  Congress  of  thia  day 
to(sether  with  Extracts  of  three  Letters  to  which  the  Aot  refers. 
Theis lam diieoled  to  by  hefive  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  or  in 
^ir  reoess  before  your  Ezoellenoy  in  Gonnoil,  as  also  the  other 
Btites  therein  mentioned  and  to  nrge  in  the  most  pressing  maencv 
that  Immediate  Supplies  of  proyision  be  by  those  seyeral  States  sent 
to  tbe  Army. 

After  tho.  faots  stated  in  the  papers  enclosed  persuasion  &  impor- 
tom^  seems  unnecessary.  The  Army  must  soon  disband  unless 
nipplied  with  provision.  That  cannot  be  obtained  at  the  prenent 
CoD)anotion  of  Aflfairs  without  the  aid  of  the  several  States  now  called 
vpon.  The  Country  abounds  with  the  necessary  resourcesi  but  private 
g^n  seems  the  only  object  to  many  Individuals  without  any  Concern 
for  the  public  Safety. 

Congress  have  taken  proper  Measures  to  have  Justice  done  those 
States  that  shall  afford  present  Supplies :  The  Exertions  of  New 
Jersey  are  already  called  forth  on  this  occasion.  Must  it  be  said 
that  our  Army  disbanded  for  want  of  provision  in  the  midst  of  plenty  X 
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Since  the  resignation  of  OommiBsary  Wadsworth  tiie  aid  of  ihe 
States  is  absolatelj  necessary  to  afford  Supplier  nntil  such  time  aa 
matters  are  pat  in  a  proper  train  whioh  I  trust  will  not  be  long. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be 

With  the  greatert  respeoti 

Tour  Ezey's  hble.  Servt 
SAM.  HUNTINaXON*  Pkeridenft. 
Direciedf 
His  Exoellenoj  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


In  Goigress,  Jan'  12Ui,  1780. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  tff  6tl|  inataol 
from  General  Washington  inolosing  a  Letter  of  the  8d  from  Bjoful 
Flint  Ass*  Com^  and  one  of  the  4*^|  from  Brig*  Gen*  Irwine  brought 
in  a  report,  whereupon. f 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  Letters  as  fiur  as  they  xespeet 
the  distress  of  the  army  from  the  want  of  provisions,  be  sent,  with 
all  possible  ^spatch  to  the  Legislatores  or  in  their  voobbs  to  the 
supreme  Executive  Councils,  of  the  States  of  Connecticut,  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  and  DelaiNre,  and  that  thev  be  respectively 
urged  in  the  most  pressing  manner  to  send  immediatei  supplies  of  • 
provisions  to  the  army. 

Extract  from  the  n^nutes, 

GHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 

Jndanedf 

Jlead  in  Council  the  same  day.' 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  228.  &  answer,  p.  87. 
t  See  pages  70.  74.  75. 
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GOITNOIL  TO  PrS3.  07    OONeBBBS,   1780, 
In  Gouneil,  PhSadelpbia  Jan'y  15^  1780. 

Tour  btter  of  the  12th  instanty  enolosing  an  order  of  Oongress  of 
die  WB#  date  and  ether  papera  were  yeaterday  reoemd  and  laid 
b^brothiaboaid. 

The  inibnnation  which  had  been  reeeived,  a  few  days  Imtete,  of 
the  diatreaa  in  which  the  army  was  involved  from  the  want  of 
pnmaionsy  had  indnoed  the  Gonnoil  to  iaane  an  order  to  the  Gom- 
auMOMtfa  appointed  by  law^  to  aasiat  the  parobasing  Gommiasary  of 
the  United  States,  te  give  him  every  poesible  aid. 

Thia  oeeaakmed  a  ftnrther  enqniry,  how  far  a  temporaiy  mpply 
•odd  be  proenrad  in  the  city ;  bnt  Uiere  doea  not  appear  to  be 
proviaiona  of  any  kind  in  the  eity  bevond  the  nanal  and  neeeeiaiy 
Bappliea  for  the  mtiaena,  except  only  a  quantity  of  flonr  in  the 
pcflieMion  of  M.  Helker,  Conanl  of  France,  whieh^  if  the  neeeeaity 
ef  dbe  army  should  bo  extreme,  may  probably  be  obtained  of  him 
bj  an  application  from  Congreas  and  tibe  Floor  replaced  in  time  to 
SBfwer  his  porpoaea.  ^ 

From  Ihe  many  inoonveniencies  and  dangers  which  would  arise 
frna  aofih  a  mode  of  proceedings  we  cannot  aappose  it  to  be  the 
desire  of  Congress  that  Gouncil  shonld  appoint  porohaaers  of  pro* 
▼iaoaa  for  the  army ;  indeed  it  appears  to  be  nnneceesary  as  there  is 
httle  reason  to  donbt,  bnt  that  under  ihe  appointment  of  Gongress, 
a  perBon  aoouetomed  to  the  purchase  of  flour  would  be  able  to 
procure  all  the  flour  which  Pennsa.  can  afford  on  terms  more  advan- 
tageous to  the  United  States^  and  more  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
wner  than  in  the  present  expensive  mode.* 

We  beg  leave  to  assure  Congress,  that  on  applicaUon  from  the 
Commissary  or  quarter  master,  this  Gouncil  will,  as  they  have  always 
doDCy  oheeif oily  and  zealously  exert  every  power  committed  to  them 
to  give  effectual  and  timely  assistance  to  the  United  States,  on  all 
occasions  and  more  especiaUy  on  emergencies  such  as  the  present. 
There  ia  but  too  much  justice  in  the  observation  which  you  make 
that  private  gain  seems  the  only  object  of  manv  individuals,  with- 
out any  concern  for  the  publick  safety,  and  although  the  extra- 
ordinary efforts  upon  too  frequent  emergencies,  and  the  great  incon- 
veniences which  arise  from  every  unsuccessful  attempt  to  prevent 
a  further  depreciation  of  paper  money,  fall  with  a  double  weight 
on  the  moet  aealous  friends  of  liberty,  yet  we  dare  assure  vou,  that 
the  great  body  of  the  people  retain  an  iuviolable  attachment  to 
liberty,  and  a  spirit  of  patriotism  which  will  induce  them  to  enforce 
such  measures  as  shall  appear  to  be  necessary  to  support  the  great 
cause  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

*  See.CeL  Bee  Vol.  XH.^  page  228. 


d»  PENNSTLVAmA  ABCHIVB8  T190. 


CoxmmL  10  Libvtenant  Sahxtxl  HuFrnt,  1780. 

In  OoQiieil^ 

Philadelphus  Jan'j  19, 1780. 
Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  29th  of  Deotmber  last  wm  fthifl  da j  handod  to 
the  Council  by  Andrew  Culbertson,  Esqr.,  the  PetStkm  and  omomn 
fial  of  a  Oommittte  of  yonr  eonnty  wm  presented  bj  him  a  Aw 
days  befoto. 

•  The  Oouneil  haive  had  great  anxiety  for  Uie  safety  of  the  fironliarai 
and.espeoially  the  eonnty  of  Northumberiaad,  which  is  nndoobtedlj 
exposed  to  danger  and  diffiedties^  whioh  reqwa  the  atikention  <& 
lUe  stete.  Yon  know  sir^  diat  m.  a  case  of  sooh  ^stensrre  oonse- 
^enoe,  and  attended  with  sooh  a  heavy  ezpenoe  as  the  adopting  • 
pfaim  of  the  kind  mentioned  in  the  memorial ;  the  Conmnl  havB  not 
aiithmty  to  proceed  withont  the  direction  of  the  xepresentativeB  ai 
the  peoploi  even  should  they  folly  approve  of  it.  The  G«nenii 
Assembly  stands  sii^oomed  to  this  time,  and  wiH  probaUy  make  si 
hoBse  in  a  few  day%  wben  the  memorial  shstt  be  laid  befiMR  them 
for  their  consideration,  whioh  is  all  the  Conncil  ean  at  present  do.    . 

There  cannot  be  a  denbt  of  the  General  Assembly  teking  the 
matter  into  tlieir  immediate  consideration^  and  adopting  the  moat 
efieotnal  messnres  for  yoni  relief. 

Yon  may  assoie  the  freemen  of  joxa  ooanty  that  this  coimij  will 
rfieerfttlly  do  every  diing  in  their  power  for  the  protedion  of  yoitf 
county.*         ... 

.Directed^ 
To  Samuel  Hunter,  Esqr.ji  Lieutenant  of  Northumber'd  County. 


Ira  Allbn  to  Council,  178©. 

PMIadelphia,  Jan'y  20th,  1780. 
Honored  Sirs, 

I  Doubt  not  but  your  Excellency,  &  moist,  if  not  all  your  Honors 
have  heard  more  or  less  of  the  CoDtroversy  subsisting  between  the 
State  of  New  York  on  the  one,  &  the  State  of  Vermont  on  the  other 
Part ;  and  as  it  is  thought  by  some  to  indanger  the  Internar  Peace 
of  America,  I  beg  leave  to  m&ke  a  few  observations  thereon ;  and 
first,  said  Controversy  was  occationed  by  the  undue  influence  ^ 
Governor  Colden  and  his  adhearance  at  the  Rotten  Court  of  Britain, 
in  1764,  by  obtoining  jurisdiction  over  that  Part  of  the  then  Pro- 

*  8ee  CoL  Rec.,  T<4  Xlt,  p.  229, 2S4. 


fUM  of  New  ficiDpabure,  aitaa^e  to  the  west  of  CMineotieiit  Biteri . 
and  bj  the  undue  Ezeroise  of  the  same,  in  laying  sabflcqaent  Pat- 
tens on  thoee  antisedantly  derived  from  New  Bampahire,  in  Prejadico 
to  the  first  Grantees  &  Sottlersi  and  by  the  undue  Exercise  of  kw 
(0  bring  aboate  their  Tile  and  mercinary  Purposes^  by  which  means 
the  Contending  Parties  were  greatly  Exasperated  towards  each  other, 
and  had  appeiued  to  armes  before  the  Present  Revolution. 

At  which  time  the  Inhabitants  of  the  now  State  of  Vermont  look 
an  active  Part  with  their  Country,  thinking  to  swaUow  up  their  old 
Qaarrel  with  New  York,  in  their  General  Conflict  for  Liberty. 

Since  which  time  said  Inhabitants  have  assumed  to  themselves 

Smongst  the  Powers  of  the  Earth)  that  Inestamable  Blessing  of 
eaves,  aivil  Grovemment  ^on  the  same  Grand,  Original,  Basis,  or 
Oteat  Rule,  of  Eternal  Right,  that  the  other  free  States  of  America 
did,  and  on  which  a  number  of  the  Present  Powers  of  Europe  re- 
volted from  the  Kingdoms  to  which  they  paid  allegiance),  and  have 
Governed  their  Intirnal  &  External  Police  by  the  same  more  thaii 
three  years. 

Tet  the  uneasy,  and  never-to-be-contented  Citizens  of  New  Torky 
have  Indeavoured  to  surprise  Congress  into  a  Determination  of 
that  Important  Controversy  in  their  favour,  and  as  they  would  have 
it  Exparta  (Thereby  to  carry  into  Execution  the  reduction  of 
Yermonty  an  Enterprise  they  attempted  some  years  ago,  and  could 
Dot  EiFeet,  and  which  their  own  Militia  seam  not  inclined  to  under- 
take), which  has  Occationed  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Vermont 
to  Publish  a  Vindication  of  the  Opposition  of  said  Inhabitants  to 
the  Oovemment  of  New  York,  and  their  Right  to  assume  Govern* 
ment,  and  exhibit  some  of  said  Vindications  to  Congress,  and  to  the 
Legislature  of  Each  of  those  States,  and  to  the  Principal  Officers 
of  the  Continental  Army,  for  their  Consideration. 

The  Citisens  of  Vermont  view  themselves  virtually  in  Union  with 
the  other  free  States  of  America,  ever  since  they  took  Ticondaroga, 
Crown  point,  &c.,  in  favour  of  the  United  States,  and  have  from  the 
beginning  of  this  War,  and  are  still  willing,  to  furnish  their  Quota 
of  men  in  the  field,  and  have  offered  to  Congress  to  Pay  their  full 
Proportion  of  the  Expence  of  the  War,  when  die  Policy  of  America 
will  admit  them  a  seat  in  Congress. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  this  Controversy  was  not  Occationed  by 
the  Present  Revolution,  But  subsisted  many  years  before.  Conse- 
quently it  doth  not  Equally  Effect  Congress  to  settle  it,  as  tho.  their 
own  measures  had  given  rise  to  it.  The  Citizens  of  Vermont  will 
cheerfiilly  submit  to  all  the  Disadvantages  that  doth,  or  may,  attend 
them,  by  not  having  a  seat  in  Congress,  untill  the  Present  troubles 
afaall  subside^  Ra£er  than  to  Crowde  for  it,  while  it  might  be 
thought  Prejnditial  to  the  Common  weale  of  the  America  Empire; 
jei  diey  consicve  themselves  justly  in  titled  to  a  eeat  in  Congress, 
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tud  will  noft  sell  their  Birthrite  for  a  meiM  ^of  Potage^  m  Phi&BA 
Saaandid. 

I  am  with  doe  Refipeot, 

your  Ezcelleocies  &  Honors 

most  obedient  Hum'ble  serv'ti 

IRA  ALLEN.*' 

N.  B.  In  the  yindication  I  herewith  Exhibit,  there  is  no  mention 
inade  of  the  dames  of  the  States  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  or  New 
Hampshire,  as  they  were  not  announsed  to  Vermont  on  the  23d  of 
August  last,  when  said  vindication  was  Published^  But  will  be 
shortly  done,  and  Published  in  a  similar  manner. 

LA.. 
Directed^ 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.^  &  Hon'ble  Goundl. 
Jndonemenif 

From  Ira  AUen^  of  the  State  of  Vermont.  Read  in  OoaBoil| 
January  25.  '  T.  M.,  Secretary. 


MONSIEUB  HOLKBR  TO   PrBS.   RbBD,   1780. 

Philadelphia,  the  28  January,  1780. 
Sir, 

In  consequence  of  your  application  for  money  in  behalf  of  the 
agent  commissioned  by  the  Council  &  your  Excellency,  to  receive 
all  the  flour  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  fleet,  commanded  by  his 
Excellency  d'£.staing,  I  ordered  a  sum  of  117  thousand  pounds  to 
be  paid  unto  William  Turnbull,  Esquire,  I  should  have  continued 
making  further  supplies,  if  a  Committee  of  Congress  had  not  de- 
manddi  the  greatest  part  of  all  the  flour  on  hand  for  the  use  of  the 
army,  under  the  obligation  of  accounting  with  the  state  for  the 
same,  or  of  advancing  the  necessary  sums  to  obtain  a  Reimplacement 
thereof.  On  the  16th  or  17th  November,  952  barrels  were  delivered 
in  Consequence  of  this  arrangement  to  the  Continental  Commis- 
saries as  it  also  appears  that,  since  your  Excellency's  circular  letter 
of  the  11th  November,  Little  or  no  flour  has  been  forwarded  By 
the  State  Commissioners  for  the  use  of  the  Navy.  It  Becomes 
doubtfnll  whether  I  can  expect  any  farther  Supplies.  If  this  should 
be  the  Case  I  should  be  uselessly  in  advance  with  the  agent  of  y* 
Council  for  60  or  70  thousand  pounds,  since  500  barrels  of  floor 
have  not  yet  been  transmitted  for  his  Majesty's  Service,  I  therefbrs 
have  the  honor  of  Requesting  the  favor  of  Being  informed  By  your 
Excellency  what  expectations  I  may  entertain  of  farther  supplieSi 

*  Beferred  to  in  CoL  Beo.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  282. 
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k  if  none  are  to  be  olytained,  that  your  Exeellenoy  will  please  to 
ki  me  know  when  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  for  Bal- 
laaoe  of  aoooants  wiH  be  agreeable. 

I  pioffit  with  pleaanre  of  this  opportunity  to  snbeoribe  mjself 
witfi  sinoeritj  &  Aeepeoti 

ybw  ExeeDency's  meal 

obedient  &  very 

humble  servant, 

HOLKJER.* 

To  his  Exoellency  Joseph  Reed^  Esqr.^  President. 

Bead  in  Conneil^  January  25. 

T.  M.|  Secretary. 


GOMMISSIOKBBS  OF  YlRGIKIA  TO  ThOMAS  SoOTT^  1780. 

Mr.  Soott, 
Kr, 

In  answer  to  yonr  applioation  of  yesterday  we  beg  yon  won'd  in- 
form his  Exoellency  the  President  of  Pennsylvania,  that  we  shall 
e?er  pay  the  greatest  respect  to  a  reoomendation  of  Congress  as  woU 
u  to  an  application  from  the  executive  power  of  Pennsylvania  con- 
sistent with  onr  duty  as  aervants  of  the  State  of  Virginia. 

We  do  not  conceive  an  immediate  application  to  as  (on  the  reso- 
lution of  Congress)  consistent  with  the  rules  of  propriety,  we  rather 
think  saoh  application  ought  to  be  made  to  the  Oovemor  of  Virginia 
under  whose  commission  we  act,  uutil  that  is  done  and  we  receive 
directions  to  the  contrary  we  think  ourselves  obliged  to  oontioue  to 
set  under  our  commission. 

We  are  with  great  respcct| 

Sir,  Your  Obed>  hble  Serv^ 
Cox's  Port,  FRANCIS  PEYTON, 

Jan'y  21-,  1780.  PHIL.  PENDLETON 

JOSEPH  HOLMES, 
JHrecUd. 

Thomas  Scott  Esquire,  f 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  288.    See  answer  26th. 
t  See  CoL  Beo.,  VoL  XIL,  p.  284.    Also  p.  68  of  this. 
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Tebasuet  to  CotTWiri,  1780. 

0:^9017  Office,  '»>  24^  1780^ 
Gentlemen, 

We  find  by  Information  from  Ephraim  Blune  Esq','^  Commissary 
General  of  Purchases,  that  some  of  his  Agents  have  borrowed  monies 
from  Coxintj  Treasurers,  and  he  now  wishes  an  Order  on  ^e  State 
Treasurer  that  he  maj  be  able  to  fulfill  the  Promises  of  his  Agents. 
Drafts  have  been  made  on  the  State  for  one  Million  soTen  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  out  of  seven  million  six  hundj^.thouaaad 
their  Quota  of  the  sixty  millions. 

We  suppose  a  Million  in  favor  of  Mr.  Blaine  would  not  be  too 
large,  and  a  considerable  Part  could  be  negociated  without  putting 
the  County  Treasurers  to  the  Trouble  of  bringing  in  their  Money, 
Though  this  mode  we  confesa  is  not  the  most  apnrovable  in  every 
Eespect,  yet  we  see  not  how  it  can  be  conveniently  avoided  in  the 
present  instance  we  shall  wait  yonr  Notice  before  we  give  the 
warrranty  and  are 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 

and  most  Humble  Servants, 

JOHN  GIBSON, 

By  Order. 

Directed^ 

His  Ezoellenoy  the  President  and  the  Hon'ble  the  SBpr8i&0 
Executive  CouaoU  of  Pennaylvaiua. 

*  Sm  GoL  Beo.,  Vol.  ZIL,  p.  284.       k 
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Rbtubh  of  Officebs  &  Trisosebb  of  Wab,  1780. 


Bdani  of  Offioera  ft  Prisonen  of  War,  tinder  Tho8.  Bradford  Comm'y  PrisoDeni 
for  Slate  of  Pennsylvania  25th  Jan^  '80. 


Kamee. 

lUnk.      1 

Vessel. 

When  taken. 

Where  Lodged. 

Jwob  Cktehioa, 

Capfn. 

Impertinent 

June  10th  '79. 

James  Smiths 

SuBuel  Saandera, 

P.  Master. 

do. 

do. 

Goal. 

Ztdi^.  Hntchina, 

do.    > 

do. 

do. 

do. 

h(er  Christiaa, 

Paaaenger, 

EleooTery, 

August  20th. 

SamTl.  Swerts. 

Jaeob  Wright, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

near  Q.  Burial  G. 

Tbonas  AtkinBOB, 

Captain, 

Polly, 

do. 

Beck's 

WilliMii  Irwin, 

do. 

Terrible, 

Mr.  8.  Swerts 

niooma  Bra^ 

Passenger, 

Richmond, 

Septem'r  8d. 

Maryland 

John  Bromley, 

Captain, 

Two  Friends 

do. 

R.  Turners 

John  Mason, 

Passeng'r, 

do. 

do. 

D.  Bevan's 

Benediei  Byrne, 
Chaike  liUtilleir, 

Captain, 

V- 

S.  Swerts 

Lieot't. 

do. 

J.  LiUillier 

Wmiaa  Wayland, 

2d  do. 

do. 

Goal 

Samnel  Hadnot, 

Cap:  Mas. 

do. 

Goal 

Walter  Smith, 

S.O.  Master, 

do. 

John  Patteson 

laaae  Mitchinsod, 

Capt'n. 

Molly, 

Sept'r.  25th. 

S.  Swerts 

Jonathan  Cooper, 

Captain. 

Try ton. 

do. 

Janea  Peony, 

do. 

Minerva, 

do.    13th. 

Sam'l  Swert's 

Bieh'«  Hill, 

Lieat't, 

do. 

do.      do. 

Goal 

George  SlliB, 

Surgeon, 

do. 

do,     do. 

Sam'l  Swert's 

Wai.  Lawrenoe, 

Capt'n. 

Hope, 

Ootob'r  4th. 

Wm.  Duobee 

Lawrenoe  Latey, 

P.  M'r. 

Benjamin, 

do.     7. 

Goal 

Bieh'd  Blake, 

do. 

Langolee, 

do.    9. 

Haokinsack 

Henry  Bean, 

Lieut't. 

do. 

do. 

Goal 

George  Hay, 

M :  S'man, 

Anthony, 

do. 

EmoaDaly, 

P.  Master, 

Golden  Rose 

D.  Bevan's 

Jehu  Johnson, 

Lieat't 

aieroury. 

Swains 

Jonalh'n.  P.  Child. 

MoCormick 

James  Brightman. 

Captain, 

William, 

Boyles 

W.  B.  Dunlap,  Lt. 
James  Powel^  Gap. 

Passenger, 

do. 

New  York 

do. 

do. 

John  Bichards 

John  Wiikie, 

Captain,     •• 

Sutherland, 

Goal 

Peter  Petrie, 

Lieut' t. 

Meroury, 

do. 

Fraoois  Dorrell, 

Passenger, 

Sutherland, 

Labateajjx 

JamrnHnnter, 

Captain, 

Lexey, 

Carsons 

ThoBtfs  Andenon, 

P.  M'r. 

Betsey, 

Goal 

Johnathan  Bwlale, 

Captain, 

Polly, 

J.  Pembcrtons 

58  privates. 

dif  t  Teasels. 

Goal. 
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Wm.  SciTLL  TO  Prbs.  Rbeb,  1780. 

1  Beading,  Jtauaiy  26"^,  1780. 

Sir,  ... 

I  obtaiaed  permiBsion  of  his  Exoellenoy  General  Washington  m 
September  last  to  quit  the  Geographical  department  in  which  I  had 
assisted  M'  Brskine  since  January  1778,  in  hopes  I  might  procure 
some  establishment  in  my  native  state,  as  I  then  tinderstood  the 
Proprietary  Estate  tras  to  be  regulated,  and  the  Land-Office  opened 
on  a  new  foundation.  The  Commander  in  chief  and  M**  Ei'skine 
have  gi^en  me  certificates  of  their  approbation  of  my  conduct  as  a 
military  Surveyor,  which  I  can  produce  to  your  Exoellenoy  at  any 
time  you  would  cbuse  to  see  them.  I  was  brought  up  in  fhe  Sur- 
veyor General's  office  under  my  Grandfather  Nicholas  Scull,  fbrmerly 
Surveyor  General  of  this  state  &  have  been  in  the  practice  of  that 
business  ever  since,  until  I  entered  the  Line,  which  my  dangerous 
state  of  health  obliged  me  to  leave. 

I  should  be  very  elad  if  your  Excellency  should  think  I  have  any 
pretensions  to  a  birth  in  the  Surveying  way  whenever  the  offioem 
shall  be  arranged  &  that  I  might  hope  to  have  the  hoDoar  of  yo«r 
Excellency's  oountenancing  my  application. 
I  am  Sir 

your  Excellency's  obed*  humble  Serv*, 

W.  SCULL. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  President  of  the  Council  of  ihis 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 


pRBS.  Rbbd  to  Mr;  Holkeb,  1780. 

In  Council, 

PWlad*,  January  26%  1780. 
Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the  23'^  Inst,  has  been  duty  kid  before  the  Botiri 
&  M'  Tumbull  the  Agent  directed  to  wail  on  yoti  to  give  yOu  suoh 
satisfaction  on  the  subject  as  his  Acquaintance  with  it  &  the  Senti- 
ments expressed  by  the  Board  will  enable  him  to  do.  -A.s  wcare 
very  sensible  of  the  Embarassments  of  Congress  in  the  A'rtide  of 
Supplies  we  shalt  do  all  ia  our  -  Power  to  conduct  the  Matter  in  ' 
Conformity  to  their  Views  &  yoar  Desirea  When  H'  Tambnll  ' 
has  ascertained  the  Ballance  the  Council  will  give  the  requested 

*  See  page  90. 
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Order.  As  to  brtlier  Svppliefl  we  fear  die  late  BemaDds  of  Gongren 
viQ  pot  h  Tetj  maeli  Obt  of  oar  Power  to  coaiply  with  yo«r  Beaires 
on  that  Head.  JSnt  as  the  Gommiaaioiiers  may  have  some  Floor  on 
Hand  parriiaaed  on  joor  Aoocmnt  we  shall  pnt  it  into  yonr  Disposal 
wa  most  refer  jon  to  M'  Turoball  for  Information  of  his  Proepeota 
on  that  Head.  The  Thirst  for  an  exorbitant  Prioe  &  the  many 
DiiBcaltiea  that  seemed  to  be  raised  to  onhanoe  it  inlnoed  ns  to 
eoonterinacnd  tiie  Orders  for  Pnrehases;  hopinc  that  when  the 
apparent  Bzpeaee  ft  Neoesuty  oeased  there  would  be  a  Redootioa  of 
Prioea. 

lam  Sir 

with  much  Respeot  &  Regard 

Your  most  Obed.  Hbble  Serr. 
Direciedy 
The  Hon.  M' Holker. 


GoL.  Lewis  Nicola  to  P&bs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Bir, 

Two  German  Deserters  who  lefk  New  York  the  16^^  ins*  aayihe 
Garrison  consists  of  4  Hessian  2  Anspach  &  2  English  reg^  nnder 
the  comnaand  of  Gen^  Kniphansen.  No  paoket  lately  arriyed  that 
tbeyknow  of.  Numbers  desert  now  the  river  is  frosen  over.  When 
the  alarm  of  oor  people  being  on  Staten  Island  reached  New  York, 
a  Detachment  of  50  men  from  each  regiment  was  drawn  ont  bat 
eoold  not  effect  a  passage.  Provisions  plenty  bnt  wood  searoe. 
Two  deserters  from  Staten  island  say  that  two  regiments  arrived  from 
Long  laland  the  day  after  ot^r  people  retnm'd  to  the  Jerseys. 
Pemril  me  to  asanre  yon  that  I  am  with  respeei 
Your  Eicelleneiee 

most  Obed*  serv*, 

LEWIS  NI0OLA,T.M. 
Janr  27**,  1780. 

To  HiB  Sxoellenoy  Joseph  Beed  President  of  the  State. 
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BoAKD  OF  War  to  Dr.  Jon.  Powb,  1779. 

War  Office,  Jany.  27,  1780: 
Sir, 

In  Answer  to  jonr  Letter  on  tbeSubjeot  of  Clotbing  for  the  med- 
ical  Department  we  inform  you  that  were  we  authorised  to  distribute 
ibe  Oletbing  to  your  Pefiartment  there  la  none  in  Store  for  our 
Authority  to  operate  upon.  We  never  had  Money  or  Orders  from 
Congress  to  provide  Gloathing  for  Officers  either  of  the  Line  or  Staff  & 
tho  we  have  repeatedly  pressed  the  wants  of  the  Officers  Congress  have 
not  been  pleased  to  inform  us  on  the  Subject.  A^  present  the  State 
of  the  public  Finances  precludes  the  possibility  of  purchasing  in 
sufficient  Quantities  &  we  have  the  greatest  Reason  to  believe  that 
a  large  Supply  will  speedily  arrive  from  Durope.  Perhaps  these 
Beasons  prevail  with  Congress  for  witholding  their  Directions  on 
the  Bussiness* 

We  are  Sir 

your  obed.  Servant 

BICHABD  PETERS, 
By  Order. 
Directed. 
D'  Jonathan  Potts  Director  of  the  Hospitals. 


Benj.  Bltth  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Shippensburg,  Jan'y  j*  28^  1780. 
Sir, 

In  my  Last,  which  I  think  was  on  the  18tb  of  this  Instant,  I 
mentioned  to  your  ExiseUency  the  Difficulty  that  the  recovering  of 
State  Property  is  attended  with^  In  a  Late  Sute,  for  I  Chused  that 
way,  giving  the  Civil  Magistret  full  oppertunity  of  Executing  the 
Late  with  its  PeHaltys,  notwithstanding  the  offender  Put  Defiinoe 
both  to  the  Magistret  &  Me,  on  this  Presumtion,  that  the  State  must 
Prove  Property,  which  Mode  would  give  offenders  an  uportunit^  of 
Escaping  with  impunity.  I  hope  the  Militia  Law  now  Framing 
will  be  Explicit  on  that  Subject.  Maney  of  both  State  &  Gontinen* 
tal  Arms  are  unmarked  but  yet  well  known  by  their  make ;  the 
fradant  Posesar  of  which  if  put  to  the  proof  would  Deliver  up  to 
Such  Proper  officer  as  might  Demand  them.  Publick  Frads  are 
ruinous  to  aney  State,  and  it  must  affect  Every  good  Sitesin  to  see 
them  Preveal,  &  Espesaly  an  officer  whos  Deuty  it  is  to  be  guardeain 
of  in  his  spheer  of  the  Pabliek  Property. 


jnaSOXBlLVAmA  ABCHIYBS  1780.  97 

In  the  Late  Gall  of  the  Militia  from  our  County  to  Northumber- 
land Coanty,  Ui6ie  was  no  Pro?iaioo  made  By  the  Continental  ofli* 
eera  whoa  Business  it  was  to  suply  the  Troops  on  the  Sarrioe  with 
amoBttioo,  whieh  Case  I  sepose  your  Ezeelinqy  haith  been  made 
aqoent  with,  which  Defisancy  was  8uplyed  by  me  out  of  Sum  State 
amnnition  that  was  under  my  Care ;  the  Qusntaty  was  fifty  Pounds 
of  gan  Powder  &  two  hundred  pounds  of  Leads,  I  give  this  notiee  on 
P^amtion  it  may  be  of  Sarvioe  in  Settling  State  Aoeonnts. 
I  am  your  Bzeelanoys 

most  obedant  Hu*  Sery*, 

BENJ^  BLTTH. 
DtreeUd, 

His  Excelanoy  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  Presidant  of  the  Supream  Ex* 
eeative  Councii  of  the  State  of  PensyWany. 


TflOS.  BaADFOBD  TO   COUNCIL,   1780. 

Philadelphia,  Jan'y  28di,  1780. 
May  ii  please  the  Council, 

In  Oomplianoe  with  your  Commands  of  the  26th  Inst^,  I  am  to 
infonn  you  that  agreeable  to  your  Order  of  deoem'  last,  founded  on 
the  Report  of  Dr.  Rush,  that  Captain  Papley  was  ill,  I  took  the 
Captains  Parole  and  he  remained  at  his  dwelling  till  I  was  informed 
by  the  Doctor^  he  was  perfectly  recover^,  and  supposing  that  the 
Idea  of  Council  was,  that  he  should  remain  on  Parole  till  his  health 
was  restored,  Hud  no  longer;  therefore  on  thought  of  Doctor  Rush, 
and  Knowing  Captain  Papley  was  in  a  family  nom  whence  sev^ral 
PiisQoetB  of  war  bad  absconded,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  return  him 
as  soon  as  I  was  informed  he  was  well. — As  for  H"  Papley'a 
Bepreaentatioii  of  his  being  in  a  weak  Condition,  it  is  only  thrown 
•at  to  deceive. 

I  wou'd  pot  presume  to  offer  my  Sentiments  with  respect  to  Cap- 
tain Papley's  Exchiinge,  but  as  Captain  Armytage  is  saicl  to  be 
detained  in  New  York,  suffering  on  Board  a  Prison  ship  and  denied 
the  Libe^y  even  of  a  Prison  Yard,  I  would  beg  leave  to  Propose 
that  Captain  Papley  shou'd  be  allowed  to  go  into  N.  York  provided 
Captain  Armytage  is  first  sent  out  in  Exobange  for  him. 

Inclosed  is  a  list  of  the  Prisoners  of  War*  agreeable  to  your 
Order  received  a  few  days  since, 
lam, 

May  it  please  the  Council, 

the  Councils  Humble  ServS 

THO  BBAI*ORD, 
Com.  of  PnsTK 

*  See  page  9S.    Also  OeU  Bm.,  YoL.  ZIL,  p.  241. 
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COHORBSS  TO  PRB6.  RbID,   17M.' 

Secretary's  Office,  Feb'j  Ist,  1780. 
.Sir, 

.  I  Aow  •Doloie  yOQ  tbe  Jonmab  of  Gcngran  whtfih  will  oom^it 
the  seta  for  jam  Stete  t(»  tbe  fini  of  Jumafy,  1780.  Horoaftflf 
they  will  be  printed  in  mootbly  pamphlets,'  which  ahall  be  i^gnlarlj 
sent. 

I'lakethe  Ubertj  of  remioding  jou  of  the  request  in  my  letter  of 
20th  Nov'  last,  t4>  which  I  have  not  been  honored  with  an  aosweiv 
The  reqoeat  therein  contained  is  not  saggested  by  idle  curiosity  but 
a  desire  of  promoting  public  utility  and  the  cause  of  America. 
I  am,  Sir, 

with  due  respee#, 

your  hum.  Scrv*, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 

Hia  lUoelfy  The  Preddent  of  the  State  of  PennBylTann. 


Bo&BJD  or  War  to  Pus.  Bked,  1780. 

War  Office  Feb'j  2, 17S0. 
Mr, 

In  1778  Congress  passed  an  order  requiring  the  Boai^  of  War  lo 
cdHect  all  tbe  military  trophies  Belonginir  to  the  United  Stales.  la 
consequence  thereof  the^  Board  directed  Col*  Flower  te  collect  them, 
but  his  embarrassments  &  want  of  health  prevented  the  immediate 
execution  of  the  order.  The  Board  have  lately  repeated  it';  and 
request  your  Ezcelleney  and  the  hon^*  Council  will  cause  to  be  de- 
livered to  Col*  Flowei^s  order  such  trophies  as  are  in  your  po»- 
aesfion.* 

We  have  the  honour  to  be 

your  Ei^ellenoy's  most  obed*  serv*, 

By  order  of.  the  Board, 

TIM.  PICJLBJWNQ. 
Directed^ 
His  IhcsdVenqy  the  President  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania. 
Wai  Oflice. 

«  aeeCcL  Bm.,  ToI.  20.^  p.  MS. 
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Prs3.  Rbbd  to  B&bs.  oif  QouQMjps^  1T80. 

In  Coanoili 

Phiiad^  February  Sd,  1780. 
Bit, 

The  Proceedings  of  th^  Supreme  Executive  CouncQ  <rf  PennsylT* 
in  the  Case  of  Major  Gen^  Arnold,  however  misrepresented  by  some 
k  misunderstood  by  others,  originated  from  the  Oomplaints  Of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  State,  who  apprehended  themselves  injured,  ft 
applied  officially  for  Redress.  The  ill  advised  Refusal  to  have  any 
Gdmmunloation  with  the  civil  Authority  on  that  Subject  led  to  other 
Measures,  which,  however  variously  construed,  will,  we  hope* pro- 
duce this  happy  Effect,  that  both  Civil  and  Military  Powers  will 
find  their  True  Interest  in  preserving  perfect  Harmony  ft  Correspon- 
dence,  more  especially  upon  all  Inquiries  tending  to  correct  publick 
Abuses. — We  do  not  think  it  proper  to  affect  Ignoranee  of  what  is 
the  Subjeot  of  publick  Conversation — ft  the  Sentence  of  the  Court 
Martial  leading  to  impose  a  Mark  of  Reprehension  upon  Oen.  Arnold 
we  find. his  Sufferings  for  and  Services  to  his  Country  so  deeply 
impressed  on  our  Minds  as  to  obliterate  every  opposing  Senti- 
ment, ft  therefore  beg  leave  to  request  that  Conerees  will  be  pleased 
to  dispense  with  that  Part  of  the  Sentence  which  imposes  a  publick 
Censure  ft  may  most  affect  the  Feelings  of  a  brave  ft  gallant  Officer. 

In  the  Assertion  of  our  own  Rights  we  would  not  forget  the  just 
Pretensione  of  others  to  publick  Gratitude  ft  Attention,  and  as  we 
hope  Oen.  Arnofd'a  Merits  ft  Serviees  will  be  remembered  when  all 
Objections  to  his  Conduct  are  long  forgotten,  we  shall  find  a 
Pleasure  io  preserving  the  Memory  of  the  former  while  we  endeav* 
oar  to  efiaoe  that  of  the  latter.  Influenced  by  these  Considerations 
pennit  me  Sir,  in  the  Name  of  the  Board  at  which  I  have  the 
Honour  to  preside,  to  intreat  you  to  lay  our  Request  before  Con- 
mas,  as  well  as  to  subscribe  myself  with  the  greatest  Respect  ft 

Sir,  Tour  Ob^. 

ft  very  HVble  Serv. 
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Ooiu  NiOOLA  TO  Pke8.  Bbbb,  1780. 

Sir, 

A  deserter  who  left  the  gonrdship  last  fridaj  says  the  Falmoath 
packet  &  Vnltore  sloop  from  Jamaica  arrived  four  days  before.  The 
men  of  the  goardship  haal'd  their  cutter  over  the  ice,  &  got  da 
b(Nird  the  pwsket  which  now  lies  in  the  Narrows,  ft  brion  an  ac- 
count that  It  was  reported  in  Eogland  25,000  french  hacT  entered 
BaoMi.  Two  nights  after  the  attempt  on  the  guard  ship  by  Major 
Lee's  porps,  the  militia  brought  a  field  piece  to  bear  on  the  stem  of 
the  ffuard  ship  ft  kiUed  one  man,  a  refugee.  The  vessels  destroyed 
by  Maj'  Lee's  party  were-  a  Schooner,  a  Sloop  with  live  stock  from 
Shrewsbury  for  York,  &  the  admiral's  tender.  No  news  have  been 
received  from  the  fleet  since  they  sailed. 

Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  I  am  with  respect 
Tour  flxcellencies 
most  Obed«  Serv«, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.M. 
.   Febroary  4«,  1780. 

JHrected, 
To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Prendent  of  State. 


Pbes.  Reed  to  Nicholas  Waln,  1780. 

In  Council, 

P%  Feb7  4^  1780. 
To  Mr.  Nicholas  Wain—     • 

Sir,  ' 

Agreeable  to  my  Promise  I  laid  the  Case  of  Daniel  Pearce  before 
the  Council  this  morniog.  I  believe  every  Individual  of  it  pities 
the  Case  of  theee  Persons,  but  there  is  a  Difficulty  in  giving  the 
desired  Belief.  For  upon  looking  into  the  Supplement  of  the 
Militia  Law,  we  find  a  power  given  to  the  Lieutenant  ft  Sub  Lien- 
tenant,  which  having  been  exercised,  we  apprehend  any  Injury  sus- 
tained thereby  must  be  redressed  in  the  usual  Courts  of  Law.  We 
find  a  Clause  in  the  Law  providing  against  Fraud  ft  Partiality  upon 
which  we  doubt  not  those  who  are  injured  would  find  every  one 
disposed  to  exert  themselves  if  the  oidinary  Course  of  Complaint 
was  made.  But  the  Council  are  very  averse  to  judge  in  any  sum- 
mary Way  of  Complaints  to  the  Bediess  of  which  the  Courts  of  Law 
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ttre  follj  oompeteDl,  &  in  which  loqi^y  will  be  made  with  greater 
JosUoe  to  boto  Parties  &  the  Paoishment  would  be  exemplary. 

Tour  ow»  good  JadgmMf  will  enable  jon  to  determine  on  the 
kmi  Bxoeptionfl  to  the  Gommitment,  &  we  doubt  not  in  the  pnmer 
»oe  Hbmj  viU'  bo  My  atlewled  to^  I  baw  oiflv  to.feM  fwther 
duU.  OTttj  oppMriTe  Sxeowtioii  of  .the  Iaws  will  niati  viib  oolr 
DiaapprobadoBy  &  that  we  ahaU  be  mwh  obUgad  to  mtoit  Panoa 
«fa»  oaaisg  aaeb  Praotiaaa  will  exert  hiMelf  to  bfiag  tba  OisQdora 
ter  Pnaiahfeent  'agieeable  to  the  whole80mei'&  aabitarj  Lava  ifr 
Voroa  lor  Jibat  Ptupota.  For  yoot  Information  1  base  aent  jom  tho 
Iav  ott  wUok  Paaroa  baa  been  aaaamlMoii,  Ic  am^ 
witbnach  JBsteam, 

YattrObed.A 

tary  HbUa  aanr.* 


36%nvK  Xldbb  90  Pus.  IBmn^y  1780.  ' 

Hay  !€  please  yonr  Bxoellencji ' 

.  Sometime  laat  Summer^  at  the  fteqaest  of  the  Freebplden.of 
tJpper^Paxton»  I  attended  an  Section  for  Jnatices  oC  the  Peace  in, 
aaid  ]>istriot,  where  the  People  met,  k  very  nnaniinoualy.  ehoee  ibeir 
Inapeotar  &  Jtidgee,  ^  proceeded  to  elect  H^  for  ftla^trates. 
Wim  tl^e  Election  waa  fiqished  &  the  Nambera  cast  up|it  appeared 
thai  Captain  James  Murray  ^  Jamca  Clark  wen  highest  in  YotOi 
but  Wuiuse  the  fojmer  lived  on  the  south  side  of  Peters-moi^utaia. 
the  Majority  of  ^Judges  &  Inspector  wou'd.nqt  make  the  Keport 
to  douncil. 

The  Inhabitaata  still  continue  inuoh  distress'd  for  the  Benefit  of 
the  law,  some  of  them  having  t^  come  upward^  of  thirty  Milea  to 
Justice  Oreeii  or  myself. 

The  Election  was  fair  k  Just;  I  understood  Uiere  had  been  ^duo' 
Notice  giyeoy  as  I  beard  no  complaint  ,at  the. time.  I  wrote  the. 
advertisements  myself  &  desixed  the  Oonstal^le  of  the  Township  tO) 
disperse  ^heoi.  .  The  Election  was  held  above  the  Mountain^  &  tiie 
ehiof  part  of  the  Voters  lived  .tbore  is  9qrtified>  at  t)ie  desire  of  uia 

Elactors^bj     .  ^  z > 

jouf  most  Q^dient,      .•-.!..         •         j 
k  hunible  Servant, 
,  J .,.  .  .   :  JOSHUA  ELDER. 

Paxtoij^t*  FebT,  irSO^^ .  '.  .   ;  , 

To  The  honorable  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire,  President  of  tba  ibEeow- 
llva  GiMtaMft  ftr  iko' etaM  of  I^anni^kaDib 

*  Sea  CoL  Bee.,  YoL  XII.,  p.  244. 


David  Esft.  to  Pbb8  Bebd,  1780. 

I^iMfowidi  «ei4  y<Mi  te tetom  <s£4ui  l&MCiM  of  Jwlioai  heklJht 
tlieT^wwlMpof  BtdiiBNL  The  IimavwMBcieB  lluit  im  hsfit  bMi 
otider  for  wcme.  Tiaa  ptit  tbraogb  ike  ««Bt  of  Jueiioie  Mfteinfil  le 
koU  Comrts  ean  mIj  be  bMMrn  to  Ikoie  wke  are  eo^Mntod-witli 
tibe  wHtertd  «ta»taeo  of  ihU  CeMtj.  Tvowiie  Kfei  mmt  Um 
Toira  h^te  leseeei  mt  of  ihe  Ooa«ty,  tod  tkere  k  mom  4Nil3r  eii# 
besidee  myself  withjn  ifteen  Miles  ef  4he  Tevn,  wd  he  being  8«h* 
Lleaieiuuit  is  often  ebrood.  The  Oeoe^aenoe  is  that  widows  end 
Orphans  often  oome  from  a  gseat  Distance  and  are  either  obliged  to 
retom  ipithont  being,  able  to  oall  a  Ooort,  or  they  most  oollaot  the 
Justioes  firom  a  great  Distanoe,  &  I  am  obliged  often  to  sit  as  one 
when  it  is  not  altogether  proper* 

I  am  oonvinoed  this  InoooTenienee  will  be  remedied  by  one  of  the 
CFentlemen  ^oir  ntajmed;  being  <fi>9missione^  Nff.  nooUx  aeted 
as  a  Jostiee  under  the  former  Gk>Temmenty  from  the  Time  the 
Oonnty  was  eraoted  and  gave  gen«al  satisfaotion.  ^e  is  a  ftvoj^^ 
(jO  the  late  OooQseUor  pf  that  Naipe.  The  other  Gentleman  t  have  not 
had 'Ae  Opportonity  of  being  acquainted  wtth,  as  ho  is  but  l^te^ 
pome  into  the  Couuty ;  but  mal^e  no  doubt  \m\  that  ddier  of  ^^em 
will  do  their  Duty. 

Above  a  year  ag^  there  w^s  a  Return  of  an  Bleotlou  made  froui 
this  Town  of  sii^  (It  being  the  County  Town)  only  two  of  i^hioh 
to  wit  Samuel  Dayidson  and  myself  were  oommis^oned.  th^ 
other  four  were  Oeortfe  punk,  Jacob  3ftyl<»*i  James  Bratly  &  Hpnr^ 
Wittv,  the  firat'then  xinl  and  still  would  decline  accepting  of  it  If  Ike 

KB  appoint^,  hocftuse  he  dpes  not  write  Jinglish  well  enoughl 
e  next  upon  the  Return.  Jacob  Savior,  is  a  'Han  that  would  do 
io  Bishonor  to  the  Oommission.  He  is  a  German  and  universally 
esteemed  by  the  People,  calm,  steady,  honest  &  sensible.  I  had  a 
late  OoDversation  with  Uol.  Piper  on  the  Subject^  and  had  he  beei^ 
downj  the  Recommendation  that  he  would  give  him;  would  satisf^^ 
Oonnoil  that  be  is  a  fit  Person  to  be  appointed. 

It  wiH  be  a  great  Obligation  to  the  Jci^tice8  who  Kve  at  a  DistaniDc. 
as  well  as  of  great  service  to  those  who  may  have  Business  at  spec^l 
Courts,  that  two  such  Persons  as  pojM^cil  shall  think  Proper,  one  tot 
the  Town  &  one  for  the  TownsBfp  sho^d  be  Oommissicmi^  as  soon 
as  possible.  *  r 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir^ 

your  most  obedient  bumble  serv*. 

DAVID  Bspy. 
IVrestMi 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  SeeAS«|air<V  PMideiit^.lfcfi&mflt 
^Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvaniai  Phila- 
delphia. 

|)  Payor  of  CoL  Smith. 


Camp  near  Morristown,  Feb.  6^1 1789»  . 

^eer  Sir, 

I  pfM9Bt  ym  }m,y0  hiMti  nt  i\m  awpri^^owPeilre*  Btut- 
b«tW>w  4  Aewvyft.  I  Mitre  ihej  «m  fieel^  «h»  n  ^ 
l9}TaMM»  kii«.B<^4Me  flffiecvof  OBT^L  Tfa^wtlkJlie 
PBtM^iWi  Jim JW><ftiV>yP  elwtfleOIKifc  .ieMHafO^Iei 
alanned  &  dtetieeeed,  — cannot  eonecMie  «hil  'iiM  eaaae  li.  Oar 
B^meoto  wili  eat  a  bad  fSgore  \ldl  eontimni  Itef^  SIm  Jeada  ne 
to  enquire  wliether  any  Bttrttf  iM  mS^  he  tried— I  think  semal 
nen  aught  be  aql  4hia^»riftgii^  LhaTe  obtained  leare  to  vieit  my 
family^  fl|i<i*?nilbftll:»t  oat  tomorrow.  Gen.  8t  Gbiir  ia  at 
BUMvlktaW  Jk  i  beliere  will  remain  there  a  week  or  perhajM 
lottffer.  ^ 

X  mm^  MM  wm  MqM^  jfM  Ss^Ueaew  kiidm  (SiuilUaff 

a  take  the  liberty  to  do  conld  1 


whieh  I  shoald  by  no  means  take  the  liberty  to  do  conld 
depend  on  the  men  whoee  hnnneat  it  ia.  Mr.  Swain  went  away 
without  informing  any  person,  &  had  not  half  oompleted  hie  boaineeB. 
CoL  FamMf  ^  dq^  W^Mt»,m^nA^^  4(«liig  ttPO  yards  of 
linen,  he  has  sent  only  100,  with  a  few  trifling  articles  which  are 
nojfc  spffiitiijly  ni^qniye  Xbf  filaleolations  have  been  very  erro- 
uoosy  I  sappose  oooanoned  in  soma  measore  by  the  Cloth  not  bsiig 
fmrm  ^"m^^  «eiti^^e4  i«  the  laf  oi0B« 
.  On  §  ^^^m  I  :M  fitade  ttim  daf  we  ahallyat.  mmik  the 
UrtiaMpjn  Aa  mimi  >iat> :  J  w<»HMi»ywif  Krfwftleaey  wffli  b#aa 
f^  as  i^  <^vd^  JM'  I'imer  %o  ftwuaad;  thsm  wilb  all  possUa 
MMditiePi  18  ewr  Taylor.  wiU  be  Idle  heftae  tii»j  can  atriios. 

Xhji  9amy  w^t0h9^m^^h\^  900Q  nwn  «i  ftM  SUgha  ^ 
JBIilga  Vefvy  ^  W9<)i«dla^. Qif^pethaiw  »<ik  a  deiigpi  to aAhI 
ji9ine  mor®  pwrpn^tfowe  i^  Weet  PfoioAf^Ini^  I  ihiak  Dwdbaiy 
^^af  psatviUa  wW«  (b^9  4»ffa  atoai  $00  nMn*    Thsy  #re  leaUy 
f^liUatiiig  9».  o4»  h^wcTar  we  nuat  if  ivmbk  wftej  fbma  wA 
^p^rest.    (  paean  to  tl^e  ?kfMf^  in  my  any  at  I  aslaniAo  ihmf 
hIm^  oMPot  bit  Mm  Uia  jas^.ef  MNh, 
iam  ihv  Hr, 
WMi  great  regard  ft  escoina 
Jpw  B^iOljUpfqra  vaunt  Qiw^  ^fipf. 

ITB  we  ctkUVifA  I^Jt^r^B  9i^  pf  ^l^oea.ef^t vbat  qmm  '\ifm^ 
Jpil  «ta^  0  W^ii^rs  luinds. 

His  BxoeUei^«  jTiittipli  9fl9i  Sill)}!*. 


104        tw[ma,r^Mnui^AtM5a^^ 

.     .  CHiuUiis  Pmif  i  Td  PftSB.  SiiBB^  1780.     ' 

PhiUd%  0^  Feb^,  1780. 

I  htT8  this  morning  reo*  ihe  Draught  of  Gongren  on  TO«r  E^ 
eelleney  ft  the  Council  of  Pennsylvftnia,  for  three  hundred  thousand 
.DoIUr^  whioU  will  he  fremted  hare#Mi.  I  efaould  be  glad  toi  be 
•anfonnMi  as  earl^  as  poiriMe  in  what  mUner  th%  money  if  to  be 
ifaidy  as  I  eannot  M0|xsr]j  make  the*  tieoMaiy  appro)>pkitioiie  tUl 
itkaiu  ia  dime,  and  the  mnmerous  «aUa  opeo  me  wdl  obUge  me  it 
liitldeit  into  aeattal  Aroeka  ' 
'^  I  hate  tlwTHoBor  to  be  Kf,  ' 
]roarmeit.idiwMn( 

;.  •  i  hmmhleeemtaty'     *_     « •  •'    • 

/  oHAJEUiBS  psrrm  "  « 

y.  r  X  i  k.4i.iM.Qt1lflA   ^ 

iHrecUdj 
l4  hie  BsoBlhncy  tiie  PMiteit  of  the  CNatts  of  Pnnstlvaftia. 


r,^ 


J*Hir  OoKMlir  M  Pbm.  Rx»,  1780. 

Oermantowti^  9eb^  lMi|  1T8(K '' 


When  I  was  fayored  with  enlargemMt  in  JFatinary  Vm^VwA 
iiurtter  ebligid  hy  the  restoratieti  of  my  eide^tme  k  PSlMdle.  '  To- 
warda  th«  ooaihniea  of  Mli^h  I  rethrned  to  PhiMolphia^  ptfTBUalft 
"to  an  Qrder  from  th^  Jtieeiltive  COnHdH,  &  was  Very  unexpectedly 
recommitted  to  elaee  confinement.  My  arme,  whieh,  at  this  ttae^ 
kad  ^beeo-  brought  to  the  City  by  my  tfertanti^  to  be  etetnbd,  i^ere 
left  at  my  lodgiage,  eit  which  place  a  disabled  Ofiobr  then  lay,  wb<», 
taking  tipea  Himeeif  t6  eend  my  Portmanteair  to  the  Ne%  Ml, 
theuht  propel^  to-  retein  the  Artidte  mentioned,  together  with  -a 
<Deed  ef  Pai^4$on,  then  in  my  coetody  aleo.  •  B^me  time  enbeeijtient 
<te  this  Ooadtttt^it  eeeme  He  attempted  an  eecepe/in  which  He 
£dled|  k  was  again  made  Prieoneri  when  being  posaeartd  ef  my 
arms  &  the  Deed  alluded  ,tO'^  they  werb,  I  understand,  taken  from 
Himi  k  ^fmk.  |nto  the  oha^,^  the  Honorable  the  SzecatlTC 
Council^     .^ 

lliid  beltog  a' real  state  of  Tactt,  ft  h'a^ng  done  nothing  personally 
sineO'  Ihei.'pericff  of  my  oaptiyity,  to  have  forfeited  the  intended 
Qivility,  I  flatter ,  myself  your,  I^xoellenoy  will^  be  pleased  to  ocder 
ihffta  teiiored.  I  shonhi  'not  have  atteiApted  to  mttude  so  far  upon 
your  Excellency's  more  important  Concerns;  were  not  the  PSstou  4 

*  See  CoL  Rcei|  iTsl.  ^SSLi  p.  a«;«4a  '  ^^^[^ 
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prefeal  fr«na  b  very  partiealar  Friend,  vhioh  abne  ronden  me  solioi- 
tons  for  th^ir'lt4ooytitj. 

I  haye  the  Honor  to  be  with  great  Respeot, 

Jronr  Excellenoy'B  , 

most  obed'  eerv*,  ' 

.  ^N*  CONNOIiLt.  . 
Diftdei,  ... 

^  To  his  ExceUenoj  Joseph  Beed,  Eeq^j  ]l?reaident  of  the  Ezecv- 
tif  e  CounciL 


Col.  BAXm  fo  Pais.  Bjod^  1780i 

1  *   CampitiettrMeHrdiTown^Beb'yllA,  1780.   r 

Sir,    ••' 

Major  fieid*,  who  returned  jedterday' from  Philadelphifi  to  Cainp^ 
W  aeonaint^  me  with  hi^  application  to  yonr  Ezcellenoy'fbr  snp- 
piiea  ot  cloathing^  &o.,  for  a  few  officers 'or  the  Pennsylvania  State', 
ikon  Serving  in  my  Reg't.    I'do  not  censure  his  ^plication,  beoanse 
lam  persuaded  he  Was  prompted  to  li  by  motives  of  mere  Neces- 
sity ;  however  hard  his  Case,  yet  there  are  many  other  officers  in 
die  Regiment  who  are  Equally  sitnated,  and  thtft  &re  not  ^jitftled  to 
uj  Redress  from  aty  one  of  the  iTnited  States. '  The  Copy  of  a 
Memorial  Indosted  will  shew  what  I  have  done  for  the  Regiment  at 
I^rge.     If^  therefore,  His  Excellency  the  Commander  in   CBief. 
eanDot,  or   if  Congress  #111  not  i^i^ffer  us  to  Serve  them  on  eoual 
footing  with  the  Ai'roy,  we  wish  to  be  Dismissed  from  their  Employ'- 
B>edt    The  time,'!  hope,  is  Draidng  near  when  ^her  a  8isati6n  of 
^ea  or  a  Union,  of  Canada,,  will  pnt  this  Regiment  on  a  very 
^liferent  footiog.     Tour  Excellency  will  remember  the  Opposition 
I  made  to  the  Rednotion  of  the  Regiment  in  the  year  1778,  and  t 
tbiuk  it  now  a  part  of  m^  Duty  at  this  Time  to  oppose  any  Partial 
IH^rision  for  Offieei^  or  men  in  it.    Some'  neW  Regulations,  antho- 
^ttd  by  CoDgresis,  will,  I  Dare  say,  soon  take  place  in  the  army, 
Which,  I  hope^  will  pat  this '  Regiment  with  the  6ther  loos  Corps 
(ttot  irmed  or  provided  for  by  an^. State)  on  proper,  foothig,  for 
w^ich  I  am  waiting  with  Idajiatierice.  •:•♦•... 

I  have  Honor  to  be,' '      '  V  !       '  '     ' .!' 

yoor  Exoi^encvs  mbst'obed'  ■•        i  « 

'  '  and  most  Devoted  &nm*  8er#*,  ' 

.        '       \       '  MOSBS  HAZBN.  , 

^Vccfc<7,  '  .       ■•■  .     -    -J 

To  bis  Exoellenoy'Joseph  Reed,  Esqr,  Govefnor'of  the'Sttite  of 

Pennsylvania-  "  '  '  '  ''       ' 

•  See  Col  Rec.,  Tel.  Sit,  p.  262. 


Col.  Brodhkad  to  Pbbs.  Rud,  1T80. 

^ttsbargb,  VeVj  llth,  1780. 
Deur  Sir, 

I9  hy  JlAst  I  wrote  yoo  my  rMsoiui  for  eyaoiuting  Forts  Arm- 
Btimg  s  Crawford  and  drawing  in  the  rangers  to  this  pos^  8in4» 
whica  Colonel  Loqhry  lias  ord^^ed  tl^em,  to  Qannah's  Town  ft  Fon 
WaHaoe.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  ileteraitne  wfmCber  be  was  ioflilieneed  by 
ambition  or  by  Interest  to  call  tbem  from  benoe,  bnt  -the  step  was 
Tery  imprudent  ft  seemed  ealcnlated  to  prevent  me  from  reemitiag 
them  daring  the  War  agreeable  nrfnstruotions  from  bis  Bzeelleney 
the  eommander  in  ohief  (and  oironmstanoed  as  we  are^  to  put  it  oat 
of  the  power  of  She  QfHimlsntfy  <a>sapply  Ihsm. 

Sinee  the  removal  of  the  Rangers-from  hence  several  Letters  have 
pasacd  Mw«eD  CUt  \gHkry  du  msfmii^  Conam^  of  which  I  take  the 
liberty  to  transmit  for  yonr  perosal,  and  hope  those  from  me  yi^ 
ppve  fc^sfactory.  I  Ijjkeivise  inclo«9  a  cppy  of  |  letter  to  Q^t* 
ylark  apd  his  answQr»  also  popy  of  an  order  to  Capt*  Ermii  «94  f 
coDV  of  an  insolepl;  \^U^  I  receive^  from  Gapt*  Campbell 

Cajf t*  H^Intiire  WM  much  to  blafne  for  no^t  majcing  yoq  pf rtioylsi'ly 
aoquainM  w>^{i  \a^  ^rr^odi  af  I  jc»eatedly. charged  bim  to  do..  Tjbf 
'Clothing  remains  at  tbip  fogt  of  tpe  Hill^  and  the  Troops  bfr^  ar^ 
s\iferipg  for  wai^t  of  ff»f 7  articlea,  nor  do  I  kpow  that  they  can  bo 
prbngbt  '^U  ai»me  ti^^  m  t^e  Sprin^^  Capt^  Finley  is  arrive^  and 
infonns  ipe  that  the  Soow  js  foot  feet  oeep  upon  tbe  MoHotains. 

The  ii^ruiting  Servjoe  is  very  duU^  ^  the  Season  is  ao  Vf ry  severf 
^at  tbe  parties  cannot  trayil.  I  iQn^rel^  wish  to  aee  a  reinforce- 
ment froqi  th^  ma|n  ^''^i  ^^'  ^  ani  really  apprehensive  of  a  visi^ 
Iroip  Nifigai^  ai^  this  S\>rt  ia  not  teni^le  for  a  small  niimfbf  r  ^ 

Oapt"  Erwin  iilM>n  his  fimt  arrivsl  at  thi/i  post  informed  me  tha^ 
\kU  Comply  consisted  of  forty  five  men,  but  when  I  required  a 
retan^  &oni  \k\s  Subalterns  they  returned  only  twenty  tbreCi  and 
]Aii|^ed  at  what  their  Capt"  reported  and  declared  they  knew  of  no 
snob  numbar  pf  meqi  belonging  to  the  GompaDy.  I  have  aevera} 
ieaaofiis  to  ix^iio^  ff^  tp  entertain  a  veiry  indifferent  opinion  of  Capt* 
^rwin. 

By  one  of  our  prisoners  who  lately  nmde  his  Escape  from  the 
WyandotSy  ft  who  has  frequently  been  at  Detroit^  am  iaformea 
that  the  new  Fort  erected  t)^re  is  vejry  strong.  ThjB  walls  nfreea 
feet  thick  ft  vevy  l^gbi  vjfh  a  wi^^  deep  Ditch  surrounding  it-— ihe 
Bai^rai^  aae  annk  in  &e  ground  ^  deep  that  the  fioofr  can  soaioe 
be'  seen  from  without — that  the  Ghurison  consists  of  450  JR^lasa 

Kd  that  the  Enemy  have  1800  men  besides,  a  g^»at  numrar  of 
dians  at  Niagara ;  I  conceive  an  appearance  of  an  Expedition  m 

*j8aap^g6f8iH«- 


frontier  of  our  State. 

Qjft  E;(f)ell<mi  Af  Of n^o^er  i]p\  plp/df  li«s  pron^uit^  ve  »  re- 
iDfQpme9i  ^f  J^wiWb  P^w^  <yfgi'»"t'^H»»  W<>«)d  j|4mi4  pf  Mi 
^etpcbin^  tTrQOipe  Tro;p  it^e  i^^  AxmY.  Shouhi  ^  nkh  mm^ 
/LrtiHOT  yrrive  euljr  m  t^^j»riQ|g^  i  »M  bf  i^lp  ff  fip«li|e  eemt 
of  the  V^t^^  TiKiifW  W  protieUjr  fifMl^^  X»I?PH  f^f  P«iUo|t,  M 
to  iMBt  OQ  the  Se&tii^i?e  witih  ibe  Hm  Troops  I  a^  Br«sept  ooqii«ieii4 
901  aniWfir  no  wieiarj  p^jfirfOfie.  Tba  pf la^uree  pootimia  tfiw 
vrbfeenoDS  of  Friebdshipy  and  talk  of  coming  to  aettle  nean^  tf^.Wh 
If  they  do  I  will  make  them  more  naefiill  if  potsible. 

Should  any  Troops  be  raised  for  the  Defence  of  Westmoreland 
aad  the  other  Frontier  Ooanties  of  onr  State  limst  they  will  be 
laieed  for  a  longer  time  thaft/AOBe  noder  Gapt""  £rwin  &  Oampbell^ 
lor^jl«|nMJbM  rfWn^  ^^  subabted  at  a  great  Ezpenee,  &  their 
semoenae  oeen  oat  small. 

JjiflMn«sifa0  veal&er  win  peimit  T intend  lo'detsA  aproporiSon 
•f  ihe #avt  ^  S«>^  Amnslraif  ibOeawibrd  to  eofer  that  part  of 
the  Frontier.    Please  to  present  my  sn^MotMKIiHnplimenls  toX}oh 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's  most  ob^d*  Serr^i 

BANIBL  BBODHBAD. 

His  BzeeD^  Gov'  Beed. 


Oeohqs  Stsvinsoit  to  Council,  1780. 

OueKsIe;  IS^  Febnuoy,  1T80. 

vfrf 

Some  years  since  the  late  Proprietaries  of  PeQ9pylyi|ii^|  iriiei^ 
disposing  qf  their  Lands  near  this  Town,  were  pleased  to  grant  about 
200  «  Part  of  it»  to  the  Rev«  Daniel  Batwel^  who,  at  that  Time,  was 
the  episcopal  Misdonary  torn  ttie  Soelety,  in  England,  for  propa- 
mtipmA^^^fftiffk  JfMtk  in  Parts  beyond  the  Seas,  to  York  and 
CuttSSmina  (Sonffes :  the  Land  was  surveyed  for  him,  and  he 
isqiMrted  me  to  take  Cere  of  it,  and  prevent  the  Inhabitant  of  Oee- 

eaideaTOQrea  to  discharge  ever  since. 

Soon  alter  the  Declaration  of  Independency  the  Parson  became  an 
aetive  Tory,  was  mrn^^j^cM  ky  »  Wmti^  torn  the  Committee  of 
Cumberland  Co^'',  and  confined  in  York  Ooal }  after  Congress  re- 
mored  to  Torkj  he  got  Permission,  of  that  honorable  Body,  to 
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»0mtti«,  Wiftli  liis  Fftmily,  to  New  Tdrk/wUcli  lid  did^  nfter  tiaving 
disposed  of  hi^  personal  Estote. . 

'  The  Tiniber  on  hto  Land  snffei^d  Very  little  Dun^^  tiiitir  tboM 
fomr  last  W«eln,  whilst  I  was  attendtiiiff  the  Oourts,  a  Camber  of 
People  hate  out  and  destroyed  ihe  Wood  off  4boVe  80  '*•  of  it,  against 
those  OflSMideirs  I  hate  bron^t  Snits  In  the  Parson's  Name,  and 
ttop-d  them  6t>m  farther  Destmotion :  Now,  Sir,  if  the  Parson  be 
proseribedy-and  his  JjluA  forfeited  to  the  State,  my  Suits  are  wrong, 
echerwiee  right.    Tear  Information  how  this  Hatter  is.  will  greaClj^ 

^^^^^^^ 

Sir,  •    ' 

.  jOQi;  most  obedieat 

fiBO;  BIBVENSOfN; 

.'  •  • 

P.  a  I  nmd  y  Iietler  6f  Dmf  7*  7  Weeks  aite»ift^Wia  wrilAso. 
I  have  nqt  seen.  Uijot  ^ogut  aiaoe  it eMM.to  imidi  tkenrefoie  hkkf« 
iiot  jat  s^t  II  Niolioe  ta  MnBetenk 

G.  a  ' 

Directed,  .       .  ,;   , 
^in^othj  iMatlacI^  Esq^  Secretary,  Philadelphia. 


Col.  Nioola  to  Sbo'y,  Matlack,  1780. 

FeVy  12th,  1780. 

S', 

I  am  informed  that  this  dsj  the  demand  for  the  equivalent  allowed 
in  lied  of  rations  and  enumerated  articles  is  to  be  laid  before  f be 
Hon^Cquncil,  I  must  therefore  request  joa  wiU  present  theincloQed, 
and  you'll  ot^j^e, 

S',  •  •  .    •  \    -  ,   . 

yqiur  most  obedf  «ecvV 

•         LSWtS  NI06liA. 

'   To  iOol.  Jialbehry  or  ^  tto'  eetiftg  Secretary  to  tbe  Hoii>  Smotivt 
Council.  .  •         .    / 

e  See  GeL  W,  VoL' Xn.,  p.  297. 
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Fbks.  Bbbd  to  Col.  Brodhsab,  1780. 

Ill  Goaa^il 

PWla4*  Febnurj  Mth,  1780. 
To  Colonel  Brodhead, 
Sir, 
Caot.  Campbell  who  commanded  one  of  the  Companies  of  Rangers 
nisea  last  Spring  for  the  Protection  of  the  Frontiers  of  PennsYlyania 
has  Istelj  attended  our  Board  with  a  representation  of  the  Anairs  of' 
his  Company.    Col  Lochrj  the  Lieutenant  of  Westmoreland  County 
has  also  transmitted  sundfy  Letters  received  from  yon  respecting 
the  same  Companies  with  his  Answers.*    Your  Appointment  to  the 
presp-ot  Command  was  a  most  desirable  Event  to  the  Authority  of 
the  State,  as  we  considered  your  Copnection  with  us  &  natural 
Attaehment  to  the  State  to  afford  the  most  substantial  Grounds  of 
Harmony  &  Bxpectation  that  von  would  on  all  occasions  promote  the 
Interests  &  Welfare  of  its  Inhabitants.    These  happv  Prospects  we  had 
endeavoured  on  our  Part  to  improve  by  a  careful  attention  to  the 
Comforts  &  Interests  of  your  Command  of  which  we  gave  you  the  must 
sohetantfal  Ftoofs  in  the  Cloathing  &  Supplies  forwarded  you  from 
Time  to  ISme.    We  cannot  therefore  but  lament  this  Change  of  Pros- 
peet^  for  without  entering  into  any  Discussion  of  the  Causes  of  Dispute 
It  is  easy  to  see  that  the  Friendship  we  had  endeavoured  to  cultivate* 
between  Fort  Pitt  &  the  County  of  Westmoreland  is  most  materially 
interrupted  &  that  unless  some  happy  Measures  of  Conciliation  are 
«do^»ted  there  ia  little  Probability  of  that  Union  of  Sentiment  & 
Aetion  so  essentia]  to  the  publick  Welfare  in  Time  of  great  &  ffenend 
Danger.     Such  measures  we  have  recommended  to  the  Inhabitants 
of  that  County  &  such  we  must  recommend  to  you.    We  have  tho' 
mncb  pressed  declined  taking  any  Measures  for  restoring  the  Men^ 
enlislea  into  the  8th  Pennsylv*  Regiment  out  of  the  rangers  Com- 
panies before  the  Expiration  of  the  Term  of  Servioe,  but  at  the  same 
Time  we  think  it  our  Duty  to  acquaint  you  that  we  cannot  esteem 
the  Inlistment  under  these  Circumstances  proper  for  if  they  might 
be  taken  from  their  Officers  one  Month  before  their  Discharge  they 
Might  have  been  taken  at  any  Time  k  the  very  Design  of  their  In- 
listment frustrated  3till  less  can  we  approve  the  refusing  the  Com- 
panies ProvisionSi  which  must  have  in  a  great  Measure  destroyed 
their  Usefulness  &  made  them  a  Burthen  to  the  Country  instead  of 
a  Benefit.     And  we  doubt  not  on  due  Reflection  you  will  admit  the 
Measures  to  have  bee^  hasty  &  in  their  Consequences  prejudicial  to 
the  publick.     Your  Zeal  to  inlist  them  we  highly  commend  &  had 
von  engaged  them  so  that  at  the  Expiration  of  their  Term  you  could 
have  turned  them  into  your  Regim*.  we  should  have  thought  it  the 
Duty  of  the  Officers  to  have  promoted  your  men  by  any  Means  in 

*  Bee  page  66-49* 
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their  Power.  We  observe  in  your  Letter  of  the  2d  Jan^  to  *Col. 
Loohr J  you  ^xprese.  yanntM  tp  the  Effisot  that  yon  do  not  know  of 
any  Powers  the  President  has  to  discharge  or  reenlist  the  Men,  if 
yon  mean  any  Powers  vested,  in  him  as  an  Individ  aal  it  is  readily 
agreed  no  smqh  Powers  exist  nor  was  it  attempted  to  exercise  any 
but  in  Conjunction  with  the  Coonoil,  it  was  supposed  he  was  fuUj 
authorized  to  discharge  the  Men  at  any  Time  the  publick  service 
would  admit  Not  being  disposed  to  assume  Powers  4o  which  we 
are  not  entitled  we  hope  the  Officers  connected  with  the  State  will 
not  easily  suppose  such  a  Case  much  less  suffer  it  to  influence  theii^ 
Actions.  But  when  they  have  reasonable  Doubt  we  shall  on  propei* 
Application  endeavour  to  satisfy  and  remove  them. 

We  have  carefally  avoided  expressing  our  sentiments  with  Respect 
to  any  of  the  above  Points  to  Col.  L^ry,  or  any  of  the  Gent,  of 
Westmoreland  for  as  we  retain  a  great  personal  Respect  to  your 
Character  &  Services  we  impute  what  has  happened  rather  to  Inad* 
vertency  than  Intention,  and  therefore  would  by  no  means  lessen 
your  Weight  &  Influence  in  your  Command  or  its  Neighbourhood. 
On  the  other  Hand  we  shall  seek  Occasions  to  shew  our  Attention  k 


Regard. 


I  am  Sir, 

Tour  Obed  HbbL 


BoABD  OP  War  to  Pres.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Wat  Ofltcci  Feb^  1S|  1780* 
Sir, 

The  board  have  been  honored  with  your  favor  of  yesterday.  In 
answer  to  which  I  am  directed  to  inform  yodr  Excellency  k  th6 
honorable  Council,  that  the  sever^  return,  which  have  been  trans- 
mitted to'Council  from  time  to  time  together  with  the  return  delivered 
yesterday  to  M'  Secretary  Matlack,  contain  as  perfect  a  state  of  the 
troops  of  Pennsylvania,  attached  to  the  additional  &  Independent 
Corps,  as  can  at  present  be  famished  from  this  Office;  the  whole  of 
the  returns  of  these  Corps  not  having  yet  been  reed ;  tho'  there  are 
not  more  than  three  or  four  remaining,  of  which  Col.  Flowers's  is  th^ 
most  considerable  &  that  is  now  preparing,  &  will  be  sent  as  soon  as 
finished. 

I  inclose  a  list  of  the  returns  already  forwarded  to  Conndlj  &  have 
the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  respect. 

T'  Excellency's  most  Obed.  Hble  Serv. 

By  wd  of  the  board, 

BEN  STODDBRT  Seer. 

Directed^ 
Public  service.    His  Bxoelleaeyt  ^^  President  of  Pennsylvania. 
(War  Office.) 
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PbBB.   RBBD  to  COL4   09  BATALLIOKSy   1780. 

Market  Sfereet  Fbb.  17.  1780. 
8fr, 

The  present  Prospect  of  pablick  Affiitrs  &  tb^  approaching  Season 
mmkes  it  highly  necessary  to  prepare  for  every  Event,  k  particDlarly 
that  the  Arms  belonging  to  the  State  In  the  Hapds  of  the  Militia 
should  be  called  in,  in  prder  to  be  examined  &  repaired.  As  there 
maj  alao  be  a  Change  of  some  Officers  the  ensnfbg  Season  it  is  the 
more  necessary  to  do  it  while  the  present  Officers  continaed  who  have 
receiTed  the  Arnui~&  distributed  them.  Yon  will  therefore  on  Re- 
oeipt  hereof  be  pleased  to  give  tha  necessary  Directions  that  all  the 
pabliok  Arms  now  in  the  Hands  of  yonr  Battalion  be  delivered  to 
you  or  yoar  Order  that  Mr.  Stites  the  State  Commissary  may  take 
them  nnder  his  Charge  &  employ  the  necessary  Workmen  to  pat 
them  in  good  Qrd^. 

As  yonr  Exertions  herein  will  be  very  mnoh  depended  on  yonr 
Bfigani  to  thePaUick  does  not  leave  the  least  Room  to  doubt  you 
will  cheerfully  undertake  this  necessary  Piece  of  Bus\nm* 

I  am  Sir^ 
Your  modt  Obed  Hbble  Senr. 

Isi  Battalion,  Col.  Bradford  or  iu  his  Absence  the  oommanc(F 

Officer. 
2d.         «<         Col.  Boyaid  or  &o. 
3d.        «        Col.  WcU  or  Ac. 
4th.        <<         Col.  Delany  or  &o« 
5th.        '< .       Col.  Copperthwaite  or  &c. 
«tb.        •'         Col.  Knox. 
7th.        «         CoL  Eyres  of  Artill'.  or  Ac. 


Pass.  Bbbb  to  DsLsaATES  of  Conneoticut  in  Conorbss, 

1780. 

Gentlemen : 

^  At  a  late  Conference  between  a  Committee  of  the  Asaembly  no^ 
sitting,  &  Xhe  Council  of  this  State,  there  appeared  a  general  Desire 
to  know  what  Appearance  there  was  of  sn  i^micable  &  friendly 
Settlement  of  the  Dispute  between  this  State  &  Connecticut  respect- 
ing the  Li^nds  at  Wyoming;  in  Consequence  of  the  Propositions 
made  by  the  House  of  Assembly  at  their  last  Sitting,  &  delivered  to 
one  of  the  Delegates  of  Oonaeetieiit  to  be  forwarded  to  his  Excell' 
OoT.  TrambttlL 
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The  Oentlemen  who  oomprised  the  above  Gonfereooe  having  also 
ezpreaeed  a  Desire  to  confer  wilh  yon  mi  thia  Subject  I  am  deaired 
to  ooramnnioato  the  same  to  yon,  referring  the  Time  to  yon.  The 
Coaneil  Chamber  ia  svppoaed  to  be  a  convenient  Place,  as  the  Oom- 
mtttoe  18  pretty  large.  Ton  will  be  pleaaed  to  favor  me  with  aa 
Answer,  that  I  may  give  notioe  to  the  Members  of  Assembly^  &  am, 
Qendemen,  with  great 

Respect  &  Regard,  year 

obed.  &  very  Hbbl.  Serv.* 

Indor9edf 
1780,  Febniary  17^.    To  Delegates  of  Conneoticnt  in  Congress. 


Sbc't  Matlack  to  Thos.  Halb,  1780. 

Philad%  Feb'y  18, 1780. 
Sir, 

The  General  uneasiness  which  prevails  among  the  people  in  oonsc- 
qnence  of  an  apprehension  of  yonr  having  been  ooncerned  in  specu- 
lations while  the  monies  of  the  state  are  supposed  to  be  in  your  hands, 
has  induced  the  Council  to  appoint  D*  Gardner  ft  Hr.  Whitehili  to 
confer  with  you  on  this  subject. 

I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  Oen'  of  this  Committee 
request  you  will  meet  them  at  the  Council  Chamber  to  morrow 
morning,  at  nine  o'clock.    I  am,  with  due  respect.  Sir, 
your  humble  servant, 

T.M.,8ec'y.t 
M'  Thoe*  Hale. 


Dblbgatbs  oe  Connecticut  to  Prbb.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  proposition  referred  to  in  your  Ezcelleno/s  letter  of  yester- 
day, was  duly  transmitted  to  the  Oovemor  of  the  State  of  Connect- 
icut; to  which  their  delegates  in  Congress  have  yet  received  no 
answer. — ^They  are  ready,  however,  to  receive  any  communication 
relative  to  the  Subject  of  it,  from  the  Committee  of  the  State  of 
Pensylvania  which  they  may  think  proper  to  make,  &  to  attend  far 

•  See  answer,  Pebraary  18. 

t  See  GoL  fieo.,  YoL  JUL,  page  266-201. 
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flMft  fwrpoie  at  the  eotaoil  ehtiiiber  this  ereniag  %i  6  o'Glodl;^  or 
mnh  olher  time  as  may  be  more  oonveiiieiit  for  the  Committee. 
We  are,  Sir, 

with  mnob  respeot^ 
Tour  Excellency's 

most  obed*,  hamb>  Serv**, 
BOGER  SHERMAN, 
OLIVER  ELLSWORTH. 
Directed^ 
Hie  Exoellency  President  Reed^  Philadelphia. 


Pbbs.  Rbbd  to  Edmund  Phtsic,  1780. 

In  Couneily 

Philad%  February  19**,  1780. 
Sir, 

Pnrmiaiit  to  an  Act  of  Aaaembly  paaeed  the  last  Session,  entitled 
aa  Act  for  yesting  the  Estates  of  the  late  Proprietaries  of  Pensyl- 
mam  in  this  Commonwealth,  &  particularly  the  Fifteenth  Section  of 
^  Act,  it  becomes  my  Duty  to  demand  of  you  as  Receiver  General 
under  the  late  Proprietaries,  the  Books,  Certificates,  Orders  &  other 
Bocuments,  Instruments,  Reoords,  Writings,  and  Seals  belonging  to 
said  CMIee ;  and  that  the  same  be  delivered  to  Timothy  Matbok,  iSq., 
Seerelary  of  this  Board. 

J  am,  Sir, 

Tour  Obed.,  Hbble.  Senr., 

Joseph  Reed,  President.* 


Thomas  Smith  to  Pkbs.  Bsed,  1780. 

«r. 

If  psUie  conduct  misrepresented,  &  intentions  misunderstood, 
were  sufident  reasons  for  one  to  be  silent  in  all  public  affsini,  I 
sbottld  long  ago  have  declined  all  share  in  them,  but  circumstances 
often  occur  when  it  would  be  criminal  to  be  silent  or  neuter ;  if  any 
misreprssentatioo  of  mine  can  be  the  means  of  saving  the  Life  ^ 
tke  meaBcat  CitiMn,  I  .shall  think  myself  amply  paid  for  more 
undeserved  obloquy  than  I  ever  met  widb. 

My  anxiety  for  the  safety  of  the  frontiers,  my  having  been  witness 

*  |9es  OoL  Beo.,  VoL  ZII',  page  257. 
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to  80  many  scenes  ^  IHslress  tbai  thotBMdIi  of  ^nrilm  fane  iaA 
to  straggle  wttby  for  two  or  tfaf^e  years  past,  wiU,  I  Iwpe,  plead  mj 
excuse  for  taking  this  liberty. 

Your  EzcellcDoy  need  not  be  infomed  that  rstaliatioB  is  a  fonda- 
mental  Law  amongst  the  Indians,  &  seems  to  take  place  eren  of 
self  preservation.  They  have  been  severely  ohastiaed  last  summer, 
k  the  miseries  they  will  undergo  this  winter  in  consequence  of  it, 
will  render  tbem  desperate,  &  they  will  certainly  make  their  last 
effort  as  soon  as  the  season  will  permit,  or  at  least  they  will  pay  us 
in  kind;  and  the  People  on  the  Frontiers  have  been  so  much 
harassed  for  these  several  years  past,  that  they  can  make  but  a  very 
feeble  resistance ;  many  of  them  fled  into  the  interior  Counties,  & 
rented  Places,  which  rendered  those  who  Remain  the  weaker;  without 
speedy  assistance  they  cannot  possibly  stand  it,  but  must  abandon 
their  settlements  on  the  first  invasion. 

It  would  undoubtedly  be  deemed  presumption  in  me  to  give  my 
opinion  on  the  mode  of  defence.  I  am  sensible  that  I  am  a  very 
incompetent  Judge — five  Companies  were  raised  last  year  for  that 
pufpose,  but,  tho',  I  believe  the  officers  who  were  appointed  to 
Command  them,  did  every  thing  in  their  Power,  yet  they  did  not 
seem  to  afibrd  so  much  protection  to  the  Inhabitants  as  oould  have 
been  wished,  &  this  I  doubt  will  generally  be  the  cas»  with  tempo- 
|ary  Troops ;  most  of  the  mischief  will  be  done  before  they  can  be 
ready  for  the  Field,  ft  the  Ezpenoe  is  certainly  more  than  an  equal 
number  of  permanent  Soldiers.  To  call  out  the  Militia  againat 
Indians  is  liable  to  equal  inconveniences ;  not  one  half  are  fit  fot 
that  service,  &.  they  «re  scarcely  arrived  at  the  Place  where  the 
service  is  to  be  performed  before  their  Time  is  eipixed,  putting  qo^ 
of  the  Question  the  expence,  &  the  inoonveniencies  that  we  have 
already  experienced  to  result  from  calling  out  Farmers  from  their 
Farms. 

I  believe,  that  at  this  Time  no  Money  will  procure  a  sufficient 
Number  of  Men  for  the  defence  of  the  Frontiers  even  for  a  season ; 
pardon  me,  therefore,  if  I  suggest  that  if  the  Legislature  was  to 
offer  a  bounty  inXand  to.  such  as  would  engage  during  the  War  for 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers  against  the  Indians,  ft  to  be  employed 
in  that  service  only,  ft  its  faith  Pledged-  that  they  should  not  be 
called  away  on  any  pretence  whatever,  ft  a  certain  portion  of  Cloath* 
ing  given  them.  I  think  something  like  Atb  woiild  be  more  effec- 
tual than  any  other  Plan  that  occurs  to  me ;  for  there  are  many 
young  fellows  who  are  complete  woodsmen,  that  are  eager  to  engage 
against  the  Indians,  if  they  had  any  security  of  sued  a  reward  at 
the  end  of  the  wa(;  they  are  perhaps  fitter  for  that  service  than 
yeteran  Troops,  capaJ^le  to  take  the  Indians  in  their  own  way ;  but 
they  cannot  for  a  considerable  Time  be  broiii^t  to  like  the  regular 
service,  nor  will  they  engage  without  they  have  the  most  expUcit 
assurance  that  they  shall  be  employed  only  against  the  Indians. 

On  every  occasion  that  I  bave  ever  i^j^yed  to  your  ExoeUenoji 
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I  have  always  fboiid  you  so  ready  io  do  eyery  thing  ia  your  Power 
to  defend  us  from  ovt  savage  foe,-  that  I  n^ed  not  urge  you  on  this 
occasion,  it  is  sufficient  for  me  to  suggest  the  necessity  of  speedy 
«seitiote.  I  Test  irmly  assoied  that  nothing  will  be  left  undone 
finr  die  |iroteoCioB  of  those  who  stand  so  much  in  need  of  it.  I 
vish  it  was  in  their  power  to  co-operate  effectually  with  the  assi»* 
tnnce  that  may  be  seiKt  to  them  from  the  interior  parts  of  the 
Country;  their  own  exertions  must  be  feeble  through  want  of 
ProTiaons.  I  am  nally  afraid  of  a  famine  on  th^  frontiers  before 
hairest;  the  hard  winter  has  added  to  the  scarcity  that  was  the 
natural  consequence  -of  their  being  invaded  every  seed  lime  and 
Harvest  for  yean  Past. 

I  am  your  most 

obedient  Humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  SMITH. 
Philadelphia,  February  22d,  1780. 

Directed^ 
To  his  Excellency  Joseph  JEleed,  Esqr. 


P^BS.  Bkbd  so  Thohas  HiXBy  1780. 

Sir, 

Ton  can  be  no  stranger  to  the  Opinion  of  your  having  used  the 
pnhlick  money  in  speculation  the  general  Dissatisfaction  which 
prevails  respecting  your  Conduct.  The  Council,  therefore,  think  it 
Dest  for  you  to  pay  immediately  to  the  Treasurer  the  Money  which 
remains  in  your  Hands,  which,  by  .your  accounts,  appears  to  be 
£79,412  5s.  lOd.  This  will  have  a  good  Effect  to  check  the  general 
complaints,  and  enable  the  Council  to  do  you  such  Justice  as  upon 
&rther  Inquiry  your  Conduct  shall  merit.  The  Council  think  yoii 
ought  to  do  this  by  Friday  at  farthest,  but  if  you  do  it  before  it 
will  be  better- 

I  am- Sir, 

your  obed.  h'bie  aer.^ 

JOS.  KBED.* 
Directed^ 

To  Mr.  Thomas  Hale. 

*  See  CoL  Rec.,  Vol.  Xn.,  p.  261-268. 
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Pbks.  Reed  xo  Col.  Henry,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  send  yon  betewith  the  Letters  respeedng  the  Arms,  ft  ehall  be 
obliged  to  yoa  on  all  Occasions  to  isaggest  what  may  be  neoessary  or 
nsefol  for  the  Militia  Service,  ft  which  the  great  Mnltiplioity  €i 
Basiness  I  am  engaged  in  may  occasion  my  omitting. 
ft  am  with  much  -fisteem,    . 

yonr  Obed.  H'ble  ser^ 
Directed^ 
To  Gobnel  William  Henry. 


Gbnl.  Washington  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Head  Quarters^  Morris  Town  23*  Feb^,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  had  last  night  the  honor  to  receive  your  Excellency's  letter  of 
the  16*^  with  the  papers  you  have  been  pleased  to  refer  to  me. 
There  is  certainly  a  good  deal  of  weight  in  the  observations  and 
objections  which  Colo.  Hazen  has  made,  and  it  were  very  mach  to 
be  wished  that  the  supplies  of  Cloathing  and  necessaries  in  every 
instance  were  perfectly  equal  to  the  officers  ft  men  respectively 
throughout  the  army  ;  but  as  these  from  the  nature  of  our  present 
establishment  proceed  from  diffBrent  sources,  I  do  not  know  how  the 
inconveniences  complained  of  are  to  be  remedied.  It  has  been  the 
pleasure  of  Congress  by  repeated  Acts,  and  by  a  very  recent  one,  to 
recommend  it  to  the  States  to  provide  for  the  Officers  ft  men  belong- 
ing to  them  in  the  additional  ft  other  Corps  not  originally  apportioned 
on  them,  in  the  same  manner  they  provide  for  those  of  their  State 
Lines.  This  being  the  case,  and  as  they  have  no  other  mode  of 
relief,  or  at  least  that  I  know  of,  I  do  not  see  that  it  can  be  objected 
to  in  the  instance  of  Major  Reed  and  the  other  officers  who  have 
addressed  your  Excellency.  It  can  only  be  considered  that  they 
are  more  fortunate  than  the  rest  belonging  to  their  regiment.  Nor 
is  this  discrimination  peculiar  to  Colo.  Hazen's  Corps.  There  are 
many  others  in  the  same  disagreeable  predicament.  It  holds  exten- 
sively between  the  Troops  of  different  Lines )  for  while  the  officers 
ft  men  of  some  enjoy  most  necessary  comforts,  those  of  others  are 
destitute  of  any.  I  return  your  ExceUeuey  the  papers  again,  ft  have 
the  honor  to  be . 

with  the  most  perfect  respect 

ft.  esteem,  your  Excellency's 
meet  obe't  Servant 

G«  WASHINGTON. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq%  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 
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PbE&  RkSD  to  J^MBg  ChLYTOOLBf  SHBUVVy   1780. 

Id  Gminoily 

Philada.,  February  24tb,  1780, 
Sir, 

The  Board  hafving  oeaaideied  yenr  Bepreaeatatkni  e£  the  State  of 
the  PruoD|  the  importaaoe  it  is  to  the  pnblick  that  the  prwonen  ahould 
be  nfcl  J  kepi  for  Xcyal  &  puiiBbnienti  and  also  (he  exp^ee  that  woold 
attend  ^riM  Peraona  e^ipreaBly  for  a  Quard  are  of  opinion  that  pub- 
Mek  Safety  &  poUick  Oeeonomy  will  both  be  eonsnlted  by  aj^ying  tq 
the  Wardena  toiewove  the  Wateh  from  the  Court  Hooae  for  the 
pMaent  to  the  Priaim  BooiD|  and  aa  an  Indneement  to  the  High 
CenataUe  to  eotnply  with  the  Direotion  of  the  Wazdeas,  this  Board 
will  mako  aoase  nasoaable  AUowaaoe  to  hjm  aa  well  as  for  an  addi* 
tioBal  PeraoB  or  two  for  this  speoU  Porpeae* 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Hbble  Serv- 


Feakcis  SwAwi  TO  Pebs.  Rbbd,  1780.* 

Irapib  Phalad*  Coni^y^  Beb.  24%'l780. 
Sir, 

I  hare  the  Honor  of  inmsmitting  Tonr  Ezcenency  and  the'Hon- 
Ofable  Council  returns  of  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  Clotbipg  Issued 
by  sie,  in  Camp,  haying  reeeived  receipts  for  every  article. 

I  drew  from  the  ConUnental  Store  in  Morristown  for  our  troops 
fourteen  hundred  &  Sixty  five  pair  of  horse  Shoes,  and  for  Colo. 
Proeters  Begiment  forty  eight  Coats,  forty  eight  Vests,  five  pair 
lireeehea,  mty  seven  Shirts,  My  seven  pair  shoes,  &  sixty  five  hatS| 
which  I  have  act  taserted  in  the  return. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Tour  Ezcellenqys  ft  the  Honorable  Councils, 

Most  Obedient  ft  very^  humble  Servant, 

FRANCIS  SWAINB. 
Director 

His  Ezoellenoy  Joseph  Beed  Esq%  President  at  Philadelphia. 

Vol.  Vm.— 6 
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Ghab.  Hall  to  Pus.  Bud,  1780. 

Lancaster,  FeV  y  26*»,  1770- 
Sir, 

Yesterday  I  made  Seixnra  6f  ibe  tract  of  Land  in  Manner  Town- 
sbip  known  by  tbe  Name  of  tbe  Indian  Town,  said  to  contain  about 
five  Handred  Acres ;  the  Roads  has  been  very  bad  prevented  m^ 
doing  it  sooner.  This  Morning  Mr.  John  Mnsser  of  this  Town 
came  to  me  seemingly  mnch  displeued  that  private  Property  shoald 
be  Stmck  at,  and  direw  a  paper  oat  of  his  pod[ett,  which  he  said  was 
an  Abstract  from  the  Oreginal  Deed  from  the  Ohief  Sadums  to  Mr. 
Penn  lor  the  Lands  porohaoed  from  them  at  the  treaty  ai  Fort 
Stanwix,  wherein  this  tract  is  perticnlarly  Discribed  and  Conveyed 
to  Mr.  Penn.  He  said  he  was  mnch  Amaied  I  had  not  Received 
orders  not  to  Prpoeed,  as  he  had  shewn  the  Afforesaid  paper  to  yonr 
Excellency  and  the  Honourable  Council,  who,  he  Sud,  was  satisfied. 
The  Land  is  now  in  the  Hands  of  tennents  who  have  worked  it  on 
Shares  and  have  lived  there  since  the  Tear  1771,  and  say  they  have 
made  Snndrey  improvements  in  Buildings  and  fences,  which  they 
hope  they  will  be  Allowed  for.  As  the  season  is  now  approaching 
that  the  Land  shonM  be  prepared  for  Spring  Grain,  I  shall  be  glad 
if  Council  will  send  me  instructions,  if  Possible  bv  tlio  Bearer  of 
thisf  how  I  am  to  proceed  with  the  tennents ;  but  if  the  Land  is  to 
be  Rented  at  a  Certain  Rent  I  shall  bo  exceedingly  obliged  to  Coun- 
cil to  Name  the  Rent  and  Let  mo  luiTe  the  first  Ofbr. 

I  have  Settled  my  Acoompt  with  the  Commissioners  Appointed 
by  Law  to  Settle  the  Acoompts  of  the  Commissioner  for  Confiscated 
Property,  and  have  their  Certificate  that  I  am  in  Debt  one  Hundred 
and  four  Pounds,  seven  shillings,  to  the  State.  I  have  Paid  to  the 
State  Treasurer  Eiffht^  Eight  thousand  fonr  Hundred  and  foity 
Nine  Pounds^  one  shilUng,  and  three  pence. 

I  am  your  Excellency's 

^Yery  Humble  Servent^ 

CHARLES  BALL.* 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  President,  Philadelphia. 

^  favour  Coi*  Crawford. 

*  Bee  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  265. 
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Col.  Bbodhsab  to  Kichard  Petbbs,  1780. 

Pittsburgh,  Feb'j  27*^  1780. 
Sir, 

Your  hoD'ble  Board  haying  by  your  Letter  of  the  80^^  of  last 
August  £i?ored  me  with  its  opinion  relative  to  some  Houses  not 
occupied  by  the  Inhabitants  about  this  Fort :  And  I  haying  reoeived 
Intelligence  horn  Sandusky^  that  at  least  two  thousatad  of  the  Enemy 
Indians  which  were  driven  into  Niagara  wore  eneamped  on  the 
plains  near  that  place,  conceived  that  the  Enemy  with  the  view  of 
preserving  their  interest  with  them  A  to  distress  us  mi^ht  be  pre>- 
meditating  an  Expedition  against  this  Garrison  so  soon  as  the  Alle- 
ghany should  be  filled  with  a  sufficient  Quantity  of  Water  to  favor 
the  attempt  and  as  the  Enemies  approach  by  Water  would  be  exceed- 
ing rapid,  I  thought  it  indispensably  necessary  to  post  a  few  Men 
in  a  House  ocoupied  by  Edwaid  Ward  ft  Thomas  Smallman  Esquires. 
This  House  is  situate  on  high  Ground  within  forty  yards  of  one  of 
the  Bastions  &  commands  the  Cannon  in  two  Bastions  &  all  the 
Glacis  on  the  nde  next  to  it,  and  being  barracaded  would  greatly 
contribute  to  the  Defence  of  this  Post,  Wherefore  I  Issued  an  order 
to  the  Ass*  Quarter  Master  ^the  Pep'y  I  have  not  seen  since  last 
March)  Likewise  Orders  for  toe  Maryland  Corps  (consisting  of  about 
twenty  Men  present)  to  take  Post  in  that  House,  Copied  of  which 
Orders  I  take  the  Liberty  to  enclose  for  your  Perusal. 

Yon  will  see  with  what  Tenderness  I  endeavonrdd  to  treat  those 
Men,  although  the  Suspicions  of  their  want  of  Attachment  to  our 
Cause  are  numerous  &  I  believe  well  founded.  When  the  Assistant 
Quarter  Master  waited  upon  them  with  the  Order  they  immediately 
removed  their  effects  to  places  provided,  in  Consequence  of  a  conver- 
sation I  had  vrith  them,  which  was  intended  to  convince  them  of  the 
Necessity  of  the  proposed  Measure  But  when  the  Troops  marched  to 
the  post  assiffued  them  M'  Ward  &  M'  Smallman  stood  in  the  Door 
to  prevent  their  Eatring  the  House.  The  Troops  did  after  some 
AltereatioB  enter  and  have  remained  there  untill  now. 
.  M'  Ward  soon  after  applied  to  the  Court  of  Toghagania  County 
for  a  Jury  to  enquire  into  what  he  supposed  to  be  a  forcible  Entry 
&  Detainer  whioh  was  accordingly  summoned  &  admitting  the  said 
Thomas  Smallman  to  be  a  legal  Witness  found  accordingly. — ^The 
Sheriff  then  demanded  Possession  for  the  Claimant  which  was  re- 
fused by  the  Officer  and  the  Sheriff  was  sent  to  arrest  me  in  an  action 
of  Trespaas  at  the  Suit  of  M*  Ward  to  which  I  refused  to  Answer 
because  it  did  not  appear  to  me  that  they  had  a  proper  Jurisdiction. 
The  Matter  lay  over  untill  now  I  am  served  with  what  is  termed  a 
eommoB  order  whioh  directs  me  to  appear  or  Judgment  is  to  be  had 
against  me  on  Default— I  was  informed  that  M'  Ward  had  been 
made  ashamed  of  his  Conduct  &  that  the  Action  was  withdrawn  & 
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therefore  did^ot  mention  the  Matter  in  my  last.  But  I  have  now 
employed  Oooncil  to  put  in  a  Plea  to  the  Jurisdiotion  of  that  Court 
&  otherwise  to  proorastinate  the  Trial  untill  I  could  inform  your 
hon'ble  Board  of  the  malicious  Steps  taken  by  M'  Ward  and  reoeive 
your  Directions  relative  thereto. 

The  Delaware  Indians  continue  their  friendly  Professions  and  I 
hope  to  make  them  usefuU  the  ensoing  Campaign.  Their  ohief 
Warriors  are  very  desirous  of  having  eommissioDs  in  our  Servioe 
and  alledge  that  Uie  £nemy  Indian  Captains  have  Mtish  Commia* 
sionsy  I  abould  be  glad  td  indulge  them,  but  must  submit  the  Pro- 
priety of  the  Measure  to  the  WiiSom  of  my  Supeiiora. 

Public  Credit  never  was  so  low  in  this  District  as  at  present,  and 
the  Contractors  have  stretched  their  private  Credit.,  but  with  every 
Effort  I  fear  the  public  Horses  will  perish  before  the  next  Qnsp 
unless  a  Sum  of  Money  can  be  furnished  to  purchase  Forage. 

The  great  Depth  of  Snow  upon  the  Alleghany  &  Laurel  Hills  hag 
prevented  our  Getting  every  kind  of  Stores,  nor  do  I  expect  to  get 
any  now  untill  the  latter  End  of  April. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  perfect  respect 

Tour  most  obed*  Serv*, 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD, 

Colo,  command'g,  W.  D. 
Directed, 

Hon'ble  Bichard  Peters  Esquire. 


Col.  Bbodhead  to  Pbes.  Rbed  1780. 

Fort  Pitt,  Feb'y  28<S  1780. 
Dear  Sir 

It  is  some  time  since  the  Court  of  Yoghagania  took  upon  its  self 
to  order  a  Jury  of  Enquiry  to  determine  whether  or  not  I  bad  com- 
mitted a  trespass  in  stationing  some  men  in  a  Hooee  in  the  tenure 
of  Edward  Ward  ft  Thomas  Smallman  Esq**  Justices  of  that  Court, 
for  the  Defenoe  of  the  Oarrison  ft  now  I  am  served  with  what  is 
called  a  Common  order  to  appear  before  that  Court  or  in  De&uU 
Judgment  for  JDamages  to  the  amount  of  £6000  will  go  against  me. 

I  have  employed  Councti  to  put  in  a  plea  of  Jurisdiction  ft  other- 
wise to  proorastinate  the  trial  until  I  oould  receive  Directions  from 
the  Hon'ble  Board  of  War  aad  I  shall  be  greatly  oblidged  to  yon 
for  your  advice  in  the  matter.  1  once  was  determined  to  let  them 
proceed  without  taking  any  Notice  of  their  determinations  untill 
they  came  to  execute  them  ft  then  send  them  off  with  a  fieft  in  the 
ear  but  lest  any  reflection-should  be  cast  on  me  for  interfering  in  a 
territorial  dispute  I  consideMd  the  latkar  Step  as  the  Aioet  eligible. 
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Bboald  our  State  determine  to  eziend  He  Setdements  orer  the 
Alleghany  Biver  I  should  be  happy  to  have  an  early  hint  of  it 
because  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  serve  several  of  my  Friends. 

I  have  some  times  thought  of  proposing  to  the  Executive  Council 
&  Assembly  the  purchasing  the  late  Proprietaries  Manor  at  this 
plaoe.  But  it  might  perhaps  be  as  well  for  me  to  be  eoncemed  with 
iome  Gent"  of  my  acquaintance  in  a  purchase  I  conceive  it  will 
within  a  few  years  after  a  peace  is  established  be  one  of  the  first 
places  for  Business  of  any  inland  Town  in  America. 

Should  your  £zceUenoy  be  of  opinion  with  me  and  incline  to  take 
in  a  few  Oent*  into  partnership  in  such  a  purchase  I  shall  be  happy 
in  the  connexion. 

My  son  will  have  the  honor  to  wait  upon  yom  with  this  Letteri 
and  as  he  is  out  of  employment  and  itJs  said  that  Colo.  Geo.  Morgan 
will  not  serve  under  Mr.  Blaine,  the  present  Comm'y  Gen^  I  shall 
eeteem  it  as  a  particular  fiivor  if  you  will  be  pleased  to  recommend 
him  to  do  the  Duty  of  Deputy  in  this  District  &  I  will  be  answerable 
&r  his  Conduct. 

I  have  the  hosier  'to  be     '      .      ' 

with  the  most  perfect  regard.  &  esteem 

your  Excellenoies  most  obed^  A  Hble  ServS 

.•.-,•  DANIEL  BKODHEAD- 

Hi8£xcell';r  Jos.  BeedEs^'.    • 


D&AUaHTS  07  CONGBBBS  ON  THB  STATES,  1780. 

Kor.  34, 79.  On  the  Ireararer  of  the  State  of  N.  York  for  a.  Green,  $617,000 
-      -                            ~                               Mai7Un4»  J.  Wadiworth,     700,000 

Penoojlraniay        do.  100>000 

Kew  Jersey,           do.  200,000 

N.  York,                 do.  100,000 

Connfotiooliy           do.  600,000 

Bhode  Island,         do.  100,000 

MassachnseUBay,  do.  800,000 

Kew  Hampshirei    do.  800.000 

Virginia,                 do.  1,600,000 

N.  Carolina,           do.  400,000 

N.  Jersey,               do.  250,000 

PennsyWaniay  G.  Green,  200,000 

Maryland,           do.  400,000 

Virginia,              do.  600,000 

North  Carolina,  do.  200,000 

Connectieuty        do.  160,000 

N.  York,              do.  400,000 

Delaware,            do.  60,000 
K.  Hampshire,  J.  Wadsworih,  300,000 

MassaehusetsBay,     do.  1,000,000 

Bhode  Island,           do.  76,000 

Conneefciont,               do.  1,600,000 
Pennsylvania,           do.    *     260,000 

DeUware,                 do.  76,000 
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Jan.  l«t»  1780. 


Sd,    « 

4tb,  « 

6th,  " 

14th,  " 

20th,  " 


u 

24, 
«  25, 
«  27, 
Feb.  7, 
"  8, 
"IJ, 
"  28, 


OnUieTrs'roftheStftteof  Mtryland,  J.  Wscbwortb,    $500,000 

Do.  Virginia,                    do.          750,000 

Do.  N.Carolina,               do.          750,000 

Do.  Pen.  B'd  of  War,  C.  Howard,  1,000,000 

Do.  S.  Garolloa,  W.  Palf^y,       2,000,000 

Do.  Ditto,      Hall  A  Jervaifl,  1,000,000 

Do.  Pennsylvania,  G.  Green,         200,000 

Do.  Maeeaohnseto,  EL  Blane,         500,000 

Do.  Rhode  Island,        do.             175,000 

Do.  Connectlcat,           do.          1,550,000 

Do.  Delaware,               do.              175,000 

Do.  N.  T.  in  Civdar  of  E.  Blane,    1 83,000 

Do.  PennsylTaaiay        ditto,       1,000,000 

Do.  ditt«,         Wm.  fleniy,    100,000 

Do.  IT.  Carolina,        S.  Moore,        80,000 

Do.  Pennsylvaniay     G.  Green,     300,000 

Do.  Virginia,             Georgia,       800,000 

Do.  Rhode  Island,     G.  Green,       80,000 

Do.  Virginia,                   do.            150,000 

Do.  Delaware,                 do.             50,000 

Do.  H.York,                  do.           150,000 


New  Hampshire, 

800,000 

Masiaehusets,           • 

2,300,000 

Rhode  Island, 

430,000 

8,800,000 

NewYork^ 

1,750,000 

N.  Jersej,                 •               •               • 

450,000 

Penns7lTaai%    •              •               • 

3,160,000 

Delaware,  .               •               •               • 

176,000 

Maryland, 

1,100,000 

Virginia^     .... 

3,400,000 

North  Caroling  • 

1,655,000 

South  Carolina,        •              •              • 

3,000,000 

$21,710,000 

Jndartedf 

Draughts  of  Oongreis  on  the  Mreral  States  from  Not.  24»  1779,  to  Feb.  28, 
1780,  inoloslTe. 


Sir, 


SoARD  OF  War  to  Prxsident  Bbsd/  1780. 

WftT  Offioe,  March  7, 1780. 


We  have  received  from  the  Oommiseary  (General  of  pnrohases,  the 
most  distressing  Accounts  of  the  State  of  the  Magazines  of  Provisions 
at  Camp.  The  Flour  on  Hand  will  not  serve  the  Troops  ahove  ten 
Days,  &  there  is  little  Prospect  of  Cbnltn^to/ Supplies  of  this  Article. 
If  a  similar  Famine  to  that  which  has  already  happened  this  Winter 
should  take  place,  the  Army  must  inevitably  disband,  as  the  Vicinity 
of  the  Camp  is  exhausted  of  its  Provisions,  &  indeed  the  whole  State 
of  Jersey  is  distressed  by  theur  Exertions  for  the  Supply  of  the 
Troops..    We  have,  thereforCi  no  Hopes  of  any  Resource  in  Case  of 
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Necessity  to  be  drawn  from  the  State  of  New  Jersey.  Gonsoions  of 
the  Beadinesa  eTer  showB  |>y  vour  EsceUeooj  to  aaaist  in  Telimog 
the  Distress  of  the  Army,  we  have  thought  it  proper  to  inform  you 
of  the  Matter,  &  to  request  that  you  will  lay  the  Information  herein 
given  before  the  Oouncil,  or  (if  prudent  to  make  it  so  public)  before 
Uie  Assembly,  that  if  any  Belief  can  be  given  by  this  State  in  the 
Axtiole  of  Fioor,  it  nay  be  afforded,  &  the  impending  MiafertiUiet 
of  the  Amy  ptevented. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be, ' 

with  the  greatest-Respeet  &  SsteeBi 
your  very  obed*  Servants. 

EIOHA&D  PBTEBS. 
By  order,* 
Dirttigd. — Onpnblie  Service. 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed|  Esq%  Pferfdent,  fto. 
(WarOffioeO 


F.  A.  MmnjESBua  to  PBteiDBirr  Bbbp,  1780. 

Sir, 

Xr.  MeUieimer,  fcrmerly  Chaplain  to  a  Begiment  of  Dtaffoons  in 
the  british  Sorviee,  having  made  Applioation  to  me,  I  beg  Leave  to 
assnre  your  Ezoellency  that  I  have  known  him  well  ever  since  he 
has  been  in  this  State,  &  have  always  found  him  to  be  a  true  Friend 
to  American  Liberty,  &  desirous  of  remaininff  in  this  Country.  He 
has  to  my  certain  knowledge  saorifioed  his  little  aU,  together  with 
every  Prospect  of  ftitnre  Promotion  in  his  native  Country.  He  has 
hitherto  officiated  in  some  small  Congregations  near  Lebanon,  Lan- 
caster  County ;  but  unfortunately  for  him,  wss  some  Time  ago  sua* 
peoted  of  interfering  in  an  old  Dupnte  between  the  Members  of  the 
Gorman  Luth.  Congregation  at  Leoanon,  which  occasioned  one  party 
of  them  to  apply  to  the  Honble.  Jud^  Atlee,  to  have  him  removed. 
He  mssnree  me  he  never  meddled  either  wiUi  the  one  or  the  other 
Party,  and  is  willing  to  bind  himself  not  to  interfere  in  their  Ghunsh 
IMsputee,  nor  to  officiate  there^  unless  by  the  unanimous  Consent  of 
both  Parties. 

I  ask  Pardon  for  drawing  your  Excellencies  Attention  from  more 
important  Concerns,  &  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  the  most  perfect 
Esteem  ft  Begard, 

Your  Excellencies  most 

obedient  ft  very  humble  Serv^ 

F.  A.  MUHLENBEBG. 
Dirtcied^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esg%  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsilvania. 
hkdoned,  Mar.  7, 1780. 

*  See  page  182. 
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CoMMTLS.  OP  Taxss  FOR  Bbrkb  Ck>.  f  0  pRSS.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Beading,  Maroh  8^^,  1780.  ' 
Sir, 

We  beg  leave  to  ky  the  Indoeed  Letter  of  Jtf  Biddie  Esq'  before 
the  Hon^'*  Conneil,  and  hee  their  advi^se  thereon,  as  Several  very 
Obstinate  Inhabitants  in  mB  County  have  poaitiTe  vefosed  to  make 
any  retun  Ibr  raishiff  the  SapfAiee  for  I77§  which  this  Board  took 
as  an  Conoeahnent  of  the  Bfieeta  in  foot  and  acoordingly  Taxed  them 
fonrfoM.  And  now  &»  Attorneys  of  Law  think  to  make  a  Handle 
thereof,  to  the  ffreat  delay  of  Oolleoting  future  Taxes  and  Irritating 
the  good  people,  (for  if  the  Money  most  be  returned  to  those  by 
them  Called  Tories,)  tkey  wttl.be  very  dissattisfyed.    We  are  Sir 

Yonr  most  Ob* 

Humble  Servants, 

JOHN  KIRLIN, 
iU)AVWIfMAN, 
THO-.  JONES,  Jun'. 
C^mab'*.^ 

Directeif 
His  Ezcelleneyf  Joseph  Heed,  Esq'  President  of  the  Supreme 
,  Esecuiive  Couuoil  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Phila- 
delphia. 


HoK.  Wm.  Atlee  to  Pbes.  Reed,  1T80. 

lAnoaatv,  the  8"^  Mareh,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  am  honoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  S'  instant  and  shall  agree- 
able to  the  request  of  Council  issue  warrants  and  endeavour  to  have 
John  Rein  and  John  Myer's  immediately  apprehended. 

As  to  Rein  there  have  been  several  unsuccessful  attempts  to  take 
him  &  I  must  prevail  on  the  Sheriff  to  send  some  Person  to  execute 
the  warrants  (against  both  of  them,)  who  is  unknown  to  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  part  of  the  Country  where  t^ey  lurk.  Myer's  is  but 
lately  returned  I  believe  and  as  I  had  some  reason  to  think  the  Chief 
Justice  had  a  List  of  James's  Corps  of  Light  Horse,  I  wroto  to 
blm  some  Bays  agoe  to  know  if  Myer's  name  was  among  them 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  275. 
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inUatf  ng  to  faava  kirn  talMO.  Aa  to  the  TnlSek  mnM  «n  ftem 
Bain'a  If  ill,  I  iMd  hintB  aouie  time  nQoe,  tbat  »  quntitj  of  Floor 
Imd  been  taken  firoagi  Ikenee  to  Newport,  and  mentioned  it  in  a  Left* 
ter  to  tbe  Chief  Justiee,  with  the  mtspioieQe  ef  the  iftfonsBeni  tbat  it 
waa  intended  for  tha  Enemy  and  aa  he  waa  in  my  opinion  well 
aoqnainted  with  the  People  of  that  part  of  the  Goontcy  propoaed  to « 
Ua  to  get  aome  Imaty  penoa  there  4o  hwra  an  Eye  npMi  the  Flonc 
part  of  which  waa  thoomt  to  be  aU^ed  with  one  Allen  in  tbat  phoe. 
The  Mill  ia  a  oonaUfiwle  diatanoe  from  Lanoaater,  and  one  ci  the 
Peraonayon  aoppoae  to  be  eonoemedy  to  wit,  M'  Crawford,  ia  the 
Peraon  whom  I  shoa'd  leaat  have  aoapeoted  &  ahouM  have  raqaeatod 
to  attend  to  what  waa  doinff  there,  aa  he  baa  been  a  Colonel  of  oar 
Militia  &  I  thonffht  a  atea^  honeU  Whig  but  shall  now  aay  nothing 
of  the  matter  to  him  &  shall  giye  every  attention  in  my  power  to 
what  b  going  forward  there. 

If  your  Seoaetary  oon'4  fomiah  me.  with  a  lost  of  the  proaoribed 
Peraona,  it  wou'd  muoh  oblige  me  mine  haa  been  handed  abont  at 
the  Goorta  till  loat  to  me. 

I  am  Sir 

yoor  moat  obed^  hum'  aervant, 

WILL.  ATTLEE. 
Directed f 

Hia  BxeeUanoy  Joaeph  Baed,  laqnire,  Pieaident  of  the  State  of 
PenaaylTania. 
ipfh?onrof  1 

W*  ftirr  Baqnire.     J 


Prbs.  £ekd  to  Commbs.  09  Taxbb,  1780* 

Gentlemen, 

The  Gonnoil  haya  been  informed  that  yon  have  atopp'd  the  Cd- 
lectioa  of  the  Taxea  with  Reapeot  to  those  Persona  who  have  deolined 
inaking  a  Recom  of  their  Property  agreeable  to  the  Aot  of  Asa'  & 
We  eannot  by  any  Meana  approve  of  thia  Meaaore  aa  it  must  have 
very  pemicioaa  Gonaequeneea  to  oar  publio  Affaire.  It  ia  therefore 
the  olear  Opinion  of  this  Board  that  untill  the  Aasembly  shall  think 
proper  by  another  Law  to  alter  that  now  in  Foroe  f  which  we  do  not 
understand  they  intend  to  do)  yon  ought  to  prooeea  agreeable  to  tha 
Att^  Oeneral's  Opinion  leaving  any  Peraon  who  may  think  himself 
injured  to  seek  his  Remedy  in  the  Oonrta  of  Law  where  only  a  proper 
Conatrnetion  ean  be  made.  And  you  may  be  assured  of  the  utmost 
Support  of  the  Board  in  a  firm  &  resolute  Discharge  of  your  Duty 

6* 


ttft  PENN8TLVANU  ARCHIVES  1780. 

in  Ms  &  all  other  Respects.  It  is  of  course  the  Sense  of  the  Boatd 
that  yon  as  soon  as  possible  recall  any  Orders  given  to  stay  the 
IVoeeedioffS  of  the  Ootiectors  on  the  other  Hand  that  you  nrge  a 
speedy  Gollectioii  &  Payment  We  are  clearly  of  Opinion  that  any 
Diserimination  will  embarass  this  im^rtant  Business  ft  that  the 
.ezecntire  Branekes  of  Goyerm*  of  every  kind  ought  not  to  ezereise 
any  Bisoretioii  or  Judgment  in  suspending  the  Exeention  of  any 
l^frbut  leate  the  Gonstraction  to  the  Courts  of  Law  A  where  the 
Law  18  pkin  the  tnconToiiences  or  Hardships  to  the  LegidUtture. 

lam. 
In(ton«d^ 
March  9, 1780. 


Aech'd  McClban  to  Pres.  Rbbd,  1780. 

•  York,  March  10**,  1780. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Tour  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  16<*  Day  of  December  last  I 
acknowledge  to  have  received  shortly  after  by  the  Hands  of  M' 
M'Callister,  Together  with  the  several  Papers  accompanying  the' 
same,  and  immediately  on  the  Receipt  thereof,  distributed  the 
sevend  Papers,  agreeable  to  your  Bzcellency's  Directions,  and  whioh, 
had  not  the  great  Fall  of  Snow  and  the  Extream  rigorona  Seaseo  so 
shortly  after  intervened,  good  Effects  would  have  aoemed  to  the 
Treasury  thereby,  And  altho'  so  much  fr(mi  the  above  suggested 
Cause  hath  not  hitherto  been  done  as  coula  have  been  wished,  yet 
I  am  informed  the  Treasurer  hath  been  enabled  to  furnish  the  De- 
partments here  with  considerable  Sums  of  Money,  and  more  is  daily 
coming  in. 

The  Board  of  Commiasioners  for  laying  the  Monthly  Tax  are  now 
sitting  and  seem  disposed  to  press  the  immediate  laying  and  Collect- 
ins  the  same  with  Vigour. 

Inclosed  I  send  to  your  Excellency  and  the  Honourable  the  Coun- 
cil a  Copy  of  a  Deposition*  taken  by  me  some  time  past,  respectiDff 
the  Conduct  of  a  Certain  Robert  Erwin  (alias  Irwin)  of  the  Town  c? 
Hanover,  who  had  been  first  appointed  by  M'  William  Buchanaiii 
to  make  Provision  at  that  Place  for  the  supply  of  the  Marching 
Troops  ftc.,  and  if  I  mistake  not  was  afterwards  farther  empowered 
by  General  Gutes  whilst  he  presided  in  the  Board  of  War,  And  in 
Vertue  of  the  said  appointment  acted  for  some  time  in  divers  Oapaci« 
ties,  Viz.,  As  Quarter  Master,  &  Purchasing  and  Issuing  Commissary, 
&c.  In  whioh  Stations  it  is  but  too  likely  that  he  bath  not  acted 
with  that  Fidelity  which  be  ought  to  have  done,  As  by  the  Affidavit 
of  Philip  Shell  appears.  As  it  will  at  all  Times  be  very  disagreeable 
.  *  See  page  14. 
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te  me  to  ironble  yovr  Bzoelleney  and- the  HoDoorable  CouiMil  with 
any  triTiai  Matter,  or  with  any  Case  whieh  doth  not  strictly  &U 
imder  the  Cognisance  of  the  Ezeoative  t^ower  of  the  State ;  So  on 
the  other  Hand  the  Lioe  of  the  Staff  Department  and  the  Galling. 
persons  to  aosonnt  of  the  Appointment  of  Congress  or  of  those  under 
tbem  who  are  goiiiy  or  Charged  with  Fraud  or  Peculation  is  so  diffi« 
cult  Jtnd  Critical,  as  I  would  not  willingly  mistake  or  mix  the  Powers 
from  whence  Redress  ought  to  come  nor  yet  willingly  and  tamely 
submit  to  wink  at  the  perpetration  of  Frauds  Committed  by  their 
Seirants  or  those  of  their  appointment,  a  desire  therefore  to  be 
&rther  directed  in  this  Matter  by  your  Excellency  b  my  only  Beasoa 
for  troubling  you  therewith. 

Shortly  after  I  had  taken  the  Deposition,  and  finding  thereby  that 
B  Quantity  of  Liquors,  Bacon  Oats,  &c.,  had  been  disposed  of,  and 
hearing  That  the  Rye  and  the  Flour  was  also  likely  to  be  squandered, 
I  issura  a  Warrant  of  Seizure  under  the  late  Law  (tho^  I  was  and 
■till  am  perswaded  the  property  to  be  that  of  the  pablick)  directed 
to  Philip  ShoU,  the  informer,  and  lest  he  should  be  intimidated  or 
deterred  from  doing  his  Duty,  I  rode  to  the  Place  myself,  and  being 
&TOured  with  the  personal  Attendance  of  Col*  M^'Callister  and  Slagle, 
Esq",  both  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  the  County,  we  seized  17  C^ks 
of  Flour,  (being  all  that  then  remained)  and  about  110  Bushels  of 
the  Bye ; — This  Step  was  taken  to  jecnre  as  much  as  we  could  until 
fiother  Enquiry  and  Order  could  be  thereon  had. 

His  Behaviour  on  the  Occasion  was  somewhat  Sullen,  and  insolent 
as  well  as  disrespectful,  pertinaciously  asserting  the  Property  of  both 
were  vested  in  him,  but  would  not  directly  say  by  what  Means, 
excepting  that  sometimes  he  hinted  It  was  allowed  him  for  his  Ser- 
vice^ again  (tbo'  he  did  not  directly  say)  Queried  if  he  had  not  a 
Right  to  purchase  the  Rations  of  Soldiers  f  and  insinuated  that  he 
had  gotten  it  in  that  Way,  and  positively  asserting  that  he  had 
settl^  his  Accounts,  said  the  Property  was  his. 

Notwithstanding  which,  (As  it  can  be  proved  That  the  Whole  of 
the  Flour  had  been  purchased  by  other  Persons  for  Continental  Use, 
and  hauled  there  at  the  nablick  Ezpence  and  delivered  to  him  as 
Issuing  Commissary,  And  as  the  Rye  tho'  purchased  by  Erwin 
himself,  yet  it  can  be  proved  that  when  he  purchased  it  he  did  so 
for  the  Publick,  and  that  the  Quarter  Master  of  the  Place  paid  the 
Teams  for  hauling  it,)  I  have  requested  Col.  Slagle  to  Recognize 
the  said  Robert  Erwin  to  our  next  April  Sessions  to  answer  to  the 
Premises,  Together  with  the  said  Shell,  also  the  Person  from  whom 
the  Rye  was  purchased,  also  the  Waggoner  who  hauled  it,  also  the 
Quarter  Master  who  paid  the  Expenoe  as  well  for  the  hauling  the 
Flour  as  the  Rye-^s  Witnesses  for  the  State. 

Jf  he  hath  settled  his  Accounts  as  himself  saith  I  presume  Col. 
Blain  will  have  some  Knowledge  thereof,  and  who  I  am  perswaded 
would  not  wink  at  such  Proceedings  if  acquainted  therewith. 

As  the  Flour  is  on  the  very  point  of  spoiling,  and  as  1  am  told 
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will  DOW  cmlj  do  to  be  used  for  Biskei,  it  requifes  That  Order  hi. 
taken  thereon  aa  soon  as  possible,  and  as  Col.  Miller  is  now  in. 
Philadelphia,  he  will  be  ready  to  reoeive  whatever  yonr  ExoeHenoy 
and  the  Hononntble  Board  may  be  pleased  to  direot 

After  sSnoeiely  aokaowledging  Tour  Bzoellenoy's  fityourable  Sen- 
timents of  my  Gondact  aa  expressed  in  yonr  Letter,  and  wishing  to 
be  ever  fboiid  worthy  thereof,  as  weU  in  principle  «b  praotioe 
I  remain, 

May  it  please  yonr  Bzoellency, 

yonr  most  obedient 

fiomUe  Serrant, 
ABO&«  M*OUiAN. 

Directedy  

His  Exeellenc^  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executiye  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


GSN.  WASHIHaTOK   1!0  PftlS.   BUBD,  1780. 

Head  Qes.  Merriatowii)  Muoh  10^,  1780. 

Sir, 

Since  I  had  the  Honoic  of  writing  to  your  Excellency  on  the 
20^^ulto,  I  have  obtained  some  Returns  of  Corps  which  I  had  not 
then,  i  find  there  are  in  Moylan's  Regiment  of  Dragoons  a  few 
men  belonging  to  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  of  which  I  inclose  you 
a  particular  Return,  specifying  the  Times  of  their  engagement. 
I  have,  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  leepeet  Jk  esteem, 
•  Yr.  ExceBeney's 

most  Obedt.  Servant, 

&•  WASHINGTON,* 
Directed^ 

Public  Service. 
His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.   President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

a«  WASHINGTON. 
Read  March  25,  1780. 

T.  M.  Secy. 

*See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol  XIl.,  p.  2M. 
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Beiurn  of  non  Commissioned  Officers  &  Privates,  in  the  4  Regi- 
ment of  Light  Dragoons^  (Mojlan's),  belonging  to  the  State  of  Pena- 
Bjlvania;  speoeifjing  the  terms  for  which  they  stand  engaged. 


War. 


11 


April. 


July. 


1780. 
Septr. 


18 


1\)&]. 


Only  Eleven  of  tbe  men  inckded  in  the  above  Reloni,  aw  to  be 
eredifted  as  part  of  the  Slates  Quota ;  as  the  inliatmettta  of  the  Beat, 
cis^dre  befoie  tiie  last  of  September,  1780. 


Adam  Witmait*  to  Pbbs.  BttSD,  1780.    ^ 

Bear  Sir, 

Your  Printed  Lettera  of  the  7th  Deoember,  1779,  Game  to  han4 
the  22*'  Jaunary,  1780.  I  Imediately  sent  to  Eaeh.  of  the  other 
Com**  their  Part,  and  several  of  the  others  to  the  Collectors,  which 
was  yet  in  arrear  for  tax ;  and  now  I  belief  the  first  Qaota  for 
Berka  Goonty,  of  the  supplies  for  1779,  is  settled  with  the  State 
Treasurer,  and  now  we  are  shortly  to  hold  the  appeal  for  the  adi« 
tional  snpplies  ^r  1779.  To  wit.,  the  20th  InsS  &n^  to  Continue 
nntii  the  30th  Inolnsive.  Three  Townships  are  notified  to  appear 
Each  Particular  Day.  But  now  we  are  npstracted  in  Evry  quarter ; 
Bome  threathen  our  Lives,  others  say  they  will  all  Come  in  a  hodj 
at  the  appeal,  &c.  There  are  whole  Townships  wherein  not  a  man 
has  sworn  to  h^s  return,  Even  some  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
as  they  are  sliled,  Have  refused  to  make  their  Betums  on  Oath. 
There  is  a  suit  actually  Commenced  against  one  of  our  Late  Oolleo- 
ton  and  my  self,  by  i  Mean  'Soounderall  att'y,  &c.,  &c,,  who  lives 
Only  three  Boors  from  my  house.  Now  Sir,  and  Grent*  of  the 
Connoil,  if  this  is  Permited,  we  will  be  hard  set  tp  got  any  Body 
to  Collect.  There  are  Five  who  have  already  thrown  up  there 
Duplicates,  and  Declare  they  will  not  Serve ;  when  this  comes  to 
their  Ears,  that  our  Warrants  are  not  to  be  obeyed,  nothing  will  be 
Done.  I  shall  now  Proceed  to  state  the  Case  for  which  the  suit  is 
Brought  exactly  [and  Inclose  you  a  Copy  of  our  Warrants  to  the 
Collectors].  At  our  Last  Appeal  a  Man  appeared,  whotfe  Son  was 
Taxed  for  his  head,  who  asked  why  his  neighbour's  son,  Thomas, 
was  not  Taxed,  as  well  as  his  son,  to  which  some  of  the  Board 
replied  that  he  had  not  been  returned,  neither  Did  any  of  us  know 
if  he  was  of  age  or  not ;  the  man  Insisted  that  he  should  be  entered 
in  the  Duplicate,  if  said  Thomas  was  not  of  Lawfull  age  he  would 
be  Liable  for  the  Tax,  which  Engagement  One  of  the  Board  Entered 

*  "  Commissary  of  the  Tax  in  Berks  Ooanty." 
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on  oar  Minutes,  and  Entered  said  Thomas  on  the  Duplicate  accord- 
ingly.  But  when  the  Family  of  Thomas  heard  of  this,  his  Brother 
Came  to  ns  with  a  small  scrap  of  Paper,  which  he  saith  was  a  Copy 
of  some  record  of  a  Church.  The  Board  was  of  Opinion  that  was 
not  suficient  Proof,  and  told  him  that  his  Father  or  Mother  must 
qualifye  before  some  Justice,  respecting  the  age  of  his  Brother,  and 
if  he  was  not  as  old  as  was  Represented  to  us,  we  would  Instantly 
Discharge  him,  and  Inform  the  Ndghbour  Concerning  his  Engage- 
ment, But  the  Brother  refused  to  Do  this,  and  still  Insisted  that  th« 
Proof  above  mentioned  was  suficient;  thus  the  matter  Hung  to 
the  Last,  naither  the  Father  or  the  Mother  appeareth  with  us.  A 
few  Days  ago  the  Collector  Conveyed  the  said  Thomas  to  Beading, 
with  Intent  to  Make  a  settlement  of  his  Duplicate,  as  also  of  that 
Disputed  affair,  and  went  to  my  house  with  said  Thomas  and  the 
Brother;  the  Collector  requested  me  to  Bead  the  Warrant,  saying 
I  Cant^ad  or  Right,  which  I  Did,  and  told  him  to  Follow  his 
orders.  ^Then  Thomas's  Brother  Begun  to  argue  afresh  about  his 
Church  Book  or  Record.  I  told  him  that  I  could  Do  nothing  by 
myself,  and  iiad  no  orders  from  the  Board ;  on  which  they  left  my 
house,  and  the  Colector  conveyed  him  to  Goal.  Now  I  am  singled 
out,  and  the  said  Suit  is  commenced.  I  am  the  youngest  of  the 
then  Commissioners,  have  Done  no  Better  nor  Worse  than  any  of 
the  other  Com^.  This  must  make  it  appear  to  be  spite  and  vexa- 
tious. One  years  service  in  the  Capacity  of  Com'  or  assT,  is  More 
Burthensom  now. as  Ten  years  formerly.  We  neglect  our  own 
Business,  sink  Money,  and  Get  abused  by  many  Imputant  Scamps. 
I  also  Inclose  you  a  Copy  of  the  Summons  which,  when  you  have 
Perused,  Please  to  return.  I  Humbly  Intreat  you  to  afford  us  some 
useful!  did  on  the  subject. 

If  this  is  Permitted  that  Known  Torys  may  Perplex  us  and 
abuse  us  in  our  office  at  Pleasure,  Taxation  Can  not  be  Carried  on 
with  Dispatch.  I  can  assure  you  Gentlemen,  that  meny,  who  som 
of  you  well  know,  and  who  you  would  not  suspect,  are  Engaged 
aginst  us — I  will  not  mention  no  names  this  time. 

You  may  Belay  on  it  that  the  Fine  mentioned  in  the  Act  of 
General  Assembly  would  not  Compell  some  of  us  to  serve  in  the 
Capacity  of  Com"  &  assessors,  was  it  not  for  the  Love  of  our  Country 
and  the  Regard  of  our  Duty  thereto. 

your  most  oliedient  i  Jumble  Serv*, 

ADAM  WITMAN. 

P.  S.  There  is  an  Evil  attenting,  to  wit,.  We  Do  not  or  at  no 
Time  Get  the  Acts  of  Gen>  Assembly  in  Due  Time,  aItho«  we  are 
But  a  small  Step  from  the  City.  I  can  not  Imagine  how  the  Back 
Counties  Do;  its  a  great  Hinderance^  and  must  Put  Busines  fiur 
back.  A.  W, 

Directedy 

To  Joseph  Read,  Esquire,  President  in  Council,  Philadelphia, 
ift^ritec;.— Received  Match  12;  1780. 
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It  baving  pleased  thd  righteons  Govenior  of  the  World,  for  the 
pdnishment  of  our  manifold  oiFences,  to  permit  the  sword  of  war 
still  to  han«a  ovr  ooimtry,  it  becomes  ns  to  -endeayoiiry  by  httmbUng 
oiRMlyes  before  him,  and  tarning  from  eyery  eyil  way,  to  ayert  his 
anger  and  obtain  his  fayonr  awl  blessing;  it  is  therefore  hereby 
leoommended  to  the  leyeral  States, 

That  Wednesday,  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  April  next,  be  set 

ri  and  obseryed  as  a  day  of  fsating,  humiliation  and  prayer^ 
we  may,  with  one  heart  and  one  yoioe,  implore  the  Soyereign 
Lord  of  heayen  and  earth  to  remember  meroy  in  his  Judgments ; 
to  mfeke  us  sincerely  penitent  for  our  transgressions ;  to  prepare  na 
Inr  .deliyeranoe,  and  to  remoyt  the  eyils  with  whicH  he  hath  been 
pleased  to  yisit  ns ;  to  banish  vice  and  irreligion  from  aming  ns, 
and  establish  yirtoe  and  piety  by  his  diyine  grace;  to  bless  all 
public  Councils  thteughout  the  United  States,  giving  them  wisdomi 
irmness,  and  unanimi^i  and  direoUng  them  to  the  best  measures 
for  the  public  good ;  to  bless  the  magistrates  and  people  of  ey^ry 
rank,  and  animate  anid  unite  the  hearts  of  all  to  promote  the  interest 
of  their  Country ;  to  bless  the  public  defence,  inspiring  all  Com* 
manders  of  soldiers  with  magnanimity  and  perseverance,  and  giving 
vigour  and  success  to  the  military^operations  by  sea  and  land ;  to 
bless  the  illustrious  sovereign  and  the  nation  in  alliance  with  th^se 
States,  and  all  who  iaterest  themselves  in  the  Support  of  our  rights 
and  liberties;  to  make  that  alliance  of  perpetual  and  extensive 
usefulness  to  those  immediately  concerned,  and  mankind  in  general, 
to  grant- fruitfuU  scasonSyand  to  bless  our  Industry  trade  and  manu- 
foctures;  to  bless  all  schools  and  seminaries  of  learning,  and  eveiy 
means  of  instruction  and  education ;  to  cause  Wars  to  cease,  and 
to  establish  peace  among  the  Nations. 

And  it  is  further  recommended  that  servile  labour  and  recreations 
be  forbidden  on  the  said  day. 

Done  in  Congress,  the  Eleventh  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  in  the  fourth, 
year  of  our  Independence. 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON, 
President 
Attest,  CHA.  THOMSON,  Secretary.* 

InJonement, 

1780,  received  March  15th,  Proclamation  of  Congress  for  a  day 
of  fasting  and  prayier*    26th  of  April  next. 

♦  See  Col.  Kec.,  Vol.  XTI.,  p.  27^,  282. 
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Gov.  Qso.  Clinton  to  Prbb.  Bebd,  1780. 

Albany  11**  Mwoh,  1780.. 
Sir, 

The  Legidatare  of  this  state  hare  had  undeir  their  Coneideratiott 
the  aot  of  Ooagresa,  reoommeading  it  to  the  several  States  to  make 
proper  Pvovision  for  their  respeotive  Troops  serving  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  to  take  Place  At  the  £lipirati<Mi  of  the  v«r|  bol 
have  deferred  takins  dieir  final  Measures  npon  the  Sahgect  till  thej 
are  informed  what  Ptovkicm  hae.  been  made  in  the  other  States  of 
the  Union,  being  sollieitoas  that  this  Business  maj  be  eondaetedi* 
partionlarly  with  Respect  to  the  alhywanoes  to  be  made  to  the  Tmopi 
as  nearly  as  possible  npon  one  nniform  System  tfaroogh  theirfaole. 

I  have  therefore  to  reqnest  the  Favour  of  yonr  Exoelleney  ta 
infonof^ne  what  Steps  have  been  taken  in  the  State  over  which  yoa 
preside,  in  Consequence  ef  that  Recommendation,  and  whether  any 
h  what  Provision  has  been  made  for  the  widows  &  Ohildren  of 
snob  Officers  and  Soldiers  as  die  while  in  Service,  and  I  shall  be 
much  obliged  if  I  may  be  favoured  with  yonr  answer  on  this  Sntgeet 
in  Season  to  lay  it  before  the  Legislature  on  the  1st  of  Jane  next 
to  whioh  Time  they  stand  adjourned^ 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  the  hiffhest  respect  b  Bsteem, 
Your  most  obedt.  Servt. 

GEO.  CLINTON.* 
Directed^ 

His  Bzoellency  Joseph  Read  Esqnire,  President  of  the  Bzecntive 
Council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

Philadelphia. 


Prbs,  Beep  to  Board  o?  War,  1780. 

Gentlemen, 

We  received  your  Favour  acquainting  us  with  your  App^hensiont 
of  another  scarcity  in  Camp.  We  hoped  such  Measures  would  have 
been  taken  after  the  Distress  experienced  last  Fall,  as  would  have 
prevented  a  like  Calamity.  We  are  firmly  persuaded  that  temporary 
Expedients  tho  they  give  immediate  Relief  eveatnally  tend  to  create 
fresh  Difficulties,  and  that  nothing  now  can  be  effected  but  a  System 
founded  on  a  settled  Medium  of  Trade.  The  same  Spirit  which  has 
animated  us  hitherto,  will  induce  ns  to  use  every  Means  in  our 
Power  to  prevent  the  melancholy  Consequences  yon  apprehend ;  but 

*  See  Col.  Sec,  Vol.  ZJL,  p.  305. 
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il  is  wUh  infinite  Ooneeni  we  must  iofonn  you  tbat  onr  abilities 
kesen  tbe  oftener  these  eztraordinary  Exertions  are  made,  &  how- 
ever  painful  the  Declaration,  onr  Duty  -to  onrselves  &  the  pnblick 
obliges  nil  to  inform  yon  that  we  4ka¥e  no  reasonable  Prospect  of 
offiBring  any  Speedy  Belief,  &  that  for  the  following  Reasons,  First. 

That  we  ha?e  not  Continental  Money  in  onr  Treasury  having 
hcHionred  the  Orders  of  Congress  as  fast  as  they  were  presented. 
2nd.  The  Confidence  in  it  is  so  much  impaired,  that  we  have  Reason 
to  fear  it  will  not  now  be  held  in  sufficient  Estimation  to  draw  from 
the  Country  the  necessary  supply. 

We  cannot  thij^k  onrselves,  justified  in  keeping  you  in  Suspense 
or  holding  out  an  Expectation  which  we  have  too  much  Reason  to 
fear  will  prove  delusive,  and  therefore  while  we  tender  our  best 
Services  on  this  Occasion,  deem  it  best  to  acquaint  you  however  un- 
pkasaat  die  Duty,  with  the  real  State  of  the  Business. 
I  am  Gent. 

Your  obedt.  Hbbl. 

Servt.* 


Pkxs.  Bbsd  zo  Commis6io5brs  07  Bbres  Co.  1780. 

Phibd%Manhl8,1780. 
Qenflemen  t 

Your  letter  of  the  Inst,f  has  been  duly  received  &  laid  before 
tlie  Council.  As  the  Difficulties  you  have  met  with  in  the  execution 
of  your  Office,  we  believe  originated  here  it  becomes  easier  to  give 
yon  a  full  &  clear  Answer.  Our  Advice  &  Direction  therefore  is 
that  you  proceed  upon  the  Aot  of  Assembly  agreeable  to  the  Opin- 
ion of  the  Att3^  General  which  is  enclosed  &  which  was  obtained  in 
Consequence  of  a  like  Objection  made  here  by  Persons  who  have 
manifested  little  Attachment  to  the  great  Cause  we  have  been  and 
are  yet  supporting.  When  Gentlemen  of  the  Law  give  their  Opinion  to 
their  Clients  they  are  aeUng  in  (heir  Profession  &  if  any  Person  cbootes 
on  such  an  Opinion  to  enter  into  a  Contest  with  the  public  Officers  he 
must  abide  tM  Consequences,  but  then  Opiniena  are  generally  too  int- 
erested to  be  a  safe  Guide  to  pnblick  Officers  &  we  recommend  to  you 
not  to  pay  any  Regard  to  them  in  the  execution  of  your  Office,  but 
in  cases  of  real  Difficulty  to  apply  to  tbe  Board  as  you  have  now 
done,  to  the  Supreme  Court  or  Attorney  General  when  Alone, 

We  therefore  have  only  to  repeat  to  you  what  we  have  already 
said  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  County  that  you  ought  to  proceed 
with  Firmness  and  Temper  in  the  Collection  of  the  Taxes,  leaving  to 
Individuals  to  avail  themselves  of  the  Laws  of  the  Country  for  Re- 

«  See  page  128, 18S.  t  Bee  p.  124. 
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dress  if  they  apprehend  themsel?es  injured  &  while  acting  with 
impartiality  &  Integrity  you  may  rely  upon  our  fullest  Support  & 
Assistance. 

I  am  Gentlemen^  ^ 

Tour  Obed'  Hbble  Serv*, 

JOS  REED, 

President. 


Pbes.  Reed  to  Mons.  Holkbe,  F.  C.  1780. 

Sir, 

One  of  the  Delegates  in  Congress  from  this  State  a  few  Days  ago 
presented  ns  with  a  Resolve  of  that  Hon.  Body  requesting  that  you 
might  be  supplied  before  the  1'*  May  with  6000  Barrels  of  Flour, 
600  Bbls  Pork,  &  200  Bbls  of  Beef  by  this  State.  It  is  with  great 
Concern  Sir,  that  we  are  obliged  to  inform  you  that  we  ha?e  no 
Prospect  of  beinff  able  to  oompiy  with  this  Request  in  our  present 
Circumstances  and  that  we  would  wish  yon  in  your  Arrangement  not  to 
depend  upon,  us  for  this  Supply  least  a  Disappointment  may  pxoye 
injurious  to  your  views.  We  shall  mAe  the  utmost  exertions  to 
oompiy  (as  &r  as  we  are  enabled)  with  the  general  Reauisition  of 
Congress  but  in  our  present  Situation  we  cannot  in  Justice  to  you 
or  ourselves  enter  into  any  such  special  Engagement.  At  the  same 
Time  I  beg  Leave  to  itiform  you  that  we  have  not  the  least  Objection 
to  your  making  any  Purchases  you  may  think  proper  for  the  use  of 
the  royal  Marine  of  France. 

I  am  Sir,  TourObed^ 

&  veij  Hbble  Ser?*.*   j 


Gbk.  Hanb  90  Pbbs.  Rbbb,  1780. 

Camp  near  Horristown,  13^  March,  1780. 
Sir, 

As  it  is  likely  the  State  will  fal  on  some  Better  mode  of  raising 
the  number  of  men  deficient  in  its  Proportion  for  the  Present  year 
than  by  sending  Officers  from  the  Different  Regiments  to  recruit. 
I  think  it  would  be  an  Object  worthy  the  Attention  of  Council  to 
have  the  recruits  distributed  to  the  Several  Regiments  in  Such  pro- 
portions as  their  present  Strength  will  require  in  Order  to  level  the 

*  Col.  Reo.  VoL  XH.  p.  276. 
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regimentB^  if  that  should  not  be  the  Case  the  appearance  of  the 
whole  line  will  be  mnch  hnrt  &  the  weaker  Regiments  rendered 
oontemptable  even  in  their  own  estimation  and  except  the  number 
of  the  Begiments  be  reduced  by  incorporation  I  cant  devise  any 
other  mode  of  leveling  the  different  Corps.  The  4^  &  11^  Regi- 
ments are  deficient  in  the  Article  of  Thread  to  make  up  the  Cloth 
drawn  by  the  last  distribution.  I  wish  there  was  a  j^ossibility  of 
remedying  the  defect^  indeed  there  should  be  an  overproportion 
otherwise  the  Cloths  will  very  shortly  be  unfit  for  Service  for  want 
of  mending. 

I  am  Sir  with  much  respect 

your  Ezc^*  most  obed^  &  most  Hble  serv*, 

EDW*.  HAND.* 
Directed. 

(On  public  service.) 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  the  Supreme 
Bxeeative  Couaoil  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


PRBS.   OF  COKGBBSS  TO  PeBS.  RbBB^  1780. 

Philadelphia,  March  14^  1780. 

Enclosed  your  EzceHency  will  receive  a  Recommendation  of  Con« 
gress  to  the  several  States  to  set  apart  Wednesday  the  26**  of  April 
next  as  a  Day  of  Fasting,  Humiliation  andPnyer.f 
With  great^Esteem  &  respect 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

your  Ezo^'  hble  servant, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 
Directed, 
His  Exc^  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

•  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XU.,  p.  284.  f  See  page  131. 
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Ambb.  Phil,  SocrBTY  to  ComsrciL,  1780. 

Philad^;  14'k  H«roh,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  Amerioan  Pbilosophioal  Society  request  His  Exoellenoj  the 
Presidenti  and  the  Council  of  the  State  to  favour  them  with  their 
preeenee  at  the  delivery  of  their  aunlyersary  Oration  at  the  Uniyer* 
sity  on  Thursday  evening  next  at  six  o'clock.  We  are  with  the 
greatest  respect 

Sir^  your  most  obed't  hble  Serv'ts 

DAVn)  RITTENHOUSB, 
WILLIAM  SMITH, 
OWEN  BIDDLE, 

Committee. 
Dtrecledy 

Hb  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Opinion  of  Jambs  Bipdlb,  1780. 

Sir, 

As  I  am  obliged  to  go  to  Philadelphia,  and  cannot  attend  the 
Commissionere  at  the  Meetiirg  you  psopoaod,  I  reouest  you  would 
represent  to  them  the  Complaint  I  maoe  on  behalf  of  Edward  Qeorge. 
When  you  have  examin'd  whether  there  is  not  some  Error  in  rating 
him  and  have  rectified  the  mistake,  the  next  Consideration  will  be  the 
taxing  fourfold — and.  this  not  only  respects  Edward  George,  but  a 
number  of  other  persons  who  have  had  that  penalty  inflicted  on  them 
contrary  to  the  Letter  and  Spirit  of  the  Law. 

I  have  thoroughly  oonsidered  the  Act  of  Assembly  and  am  clearly 
of  Opinion  that  where  people  have  neglected  or  refused  to  make  any 
Return  they  are  not  liable  to  a  fourfold  tax  for  such  neglect  or 
refusal. 

The  Act  requires  the  two  Freeholders  and  Township  Assessors  to 
go  to  the  Dwelling  bouse  of  each  Inhabitant  and  hy  all  lawful  yoayt 
db  means  diligently  inform  themselves  of  the  names,  &c.,  and  of  all 
the  Real  &  personal  (axable  property  within  the  said  Township. 

If  the  person  to  whom  they  applied  gave  in  a  return  and  wilfully 
oonceal'd  in  such  Return  avy  part  of  his  taxable  property  with 
intent  to  screen  it  from  taxation  the  Legislature  in  the  7th  section 
imposed  a  penalty  of  fourfold  taxation  for  all  property  so  concealed 
— -consideriDg  it  as  %  fraud  which  should  be  severely  punished. 
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Whsa  thtongh  CarelesflMsf,  iiegbot  or  obstiMfly  no  zetani  ftl  all 
made  by  the  piuty  applied  tO|  the  Freeholdera  and  AiMdaoxi 
had  it  in  their  power  either  to  make  a  full  Return  if  they  ooald  not 
oome  to  a  knowledge  of  the  whole  taxable  property  <rf  the  party  by 
any  lawful  ways  or  means  [for  the  Act  does  not  expressly  require 
the  party  to  make  a  Setom. J  Or  if  tbey  were  dissatisfied  atid  oould 
not  thoroughly  inform  themselves  then  they  should  return  the 
names  of  such  persons,  and  they  might  be  omitted  in  the  assessment 
and  the  Commissioners  at  the  time  of  Appeal  might  call  iuchpenont 
be/ore  them  and  on  their  neglect  or  re/tucU  to  appear  before  them 
and  give  an  aoeount  of  their  taxable  Estate— impose  a  doMe  tax  on 
all  their  taxable  l^tate  they  can  get  information  of  according  to  the 
18^  section  of  the  act 

The  18^  Section  provides  a  Aill  remedy  where  the  parties  applied 
to  will  not  make  any  return  at  all.  The  7^  Section  provides  for 
punishing  those  who  pretending  to  make  a  Return  fraudulently  con* 
oeal  a  part  of  their  taxable  property. 

It  is  very  clear  to  me  that  the  Commissioners  have  been  led  into 
an  Error  by  not  thoroughly  understanding  the  Act  of  Assembly, 
and  as  several  people  have  by  that  Error  been  illegally  taxed  fourfold 
I  make  no  doubt  you  and  your  Brethren  will  rectify  the  mistake 
before  its  too  late  either  by  returning  the  money  to  those  who  bsTe 
paid  it  or  giving  them  Citdit  fbr  it  in  their  Subsequent  taxes.  This 
wiil  be  dmng  Justice  to  tiiem  and  to  your  own  Character;  and  pro- 
Tent  all  fiurther  trouble, 
I  am  Sir, 

your  humble  servant. 

JAMES  BIDDLE  * 

Beading,  Maroh  5, 1780. 

Dirtetedj 

Adam  WitmaU;  Bsq'^  One  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  County 
of  Berks. 


Thos.  Irwin,  &o.,  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Pbilad%  18<»  March,  1780. 
Sir, 

We  hereby  take  the  liberty  of  acquainting  your  Ezoellenoy  that 
the  Brigantine  Hetty,  mounting  16  Carriage  Guns,  Commanded  by 
Oap^  Houston,  is  now  detained  here  for  want  of  Powder,  Cap*  Styles 
informs  us  there  is  16  hundred  weight  in  his  possession  belonging 

*  See  pages  40,  80,  81, 183, 188, 
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to  the  Stete,  if  your  Ezoellenoj  will  be  go  kmd  as  to  lend  ns  5 
handred  weighty  we  do  hereby  engage  to  deliver  yon  the  same 
quantity  in  the  coarse  of  three  montli^,  or  if  you  will  receive  pay- 
ment for  it}  we  will  thankfally  pay  yon  the  present  price.* 
your  comply  anoe  will  much  oblidge 

your  Excellency's 
,  most  obd*  hum"*  8erv*«, 

THOMAS  IRWIN, 
JOS.  CARSON, 
WILLIAM  SBMPLE, 

Directed^ 
His  Excellency  Jos.  Reed,  Esq%  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Prbs.  Rebd  to  Cohm'rs  of  Berks  Co.,  1780. 

Sir, 

Tour  Letter  of  the  10  Instf  was  duly  received  &  laid  before  the 
SupreJne  Executive  Council.  In  one  which  is  addressed  by  us  to 
tiie  Commissioners  you  will  see  what  Erections  we  have  given  with 
Respect  to  those  Persons  who  refuse  to  comply  with  the  Iaws  of  the 
State  respecting  the  Return  of  their  Property,  to  that  we  must  on  this 
Point  refer  you.  With  Respect  to  the  young  Man  committed  for  refus- 
ing to  pay  his  Taxes  as  the  Matter  is  stated  the  Council  see  nothing  in 
your  Conduct  to  disapprove— k>n  the  other  Hand  yon  may  depend 
upon  our  Support  &  Countenance  while  doing  such  Duty  with  Firm- 
ness &  Integrity.  As  to  the  Suit  against  you  this  we  are  sorry  to 
find  Persons  so  disposed  to  trouble  the  publick  Officers^  it  is  one  of 
the  Abuses  of  the  Law  which  must  be  submitted  to  in  order  to  avoid 
a  greater  Inconveniency,  but  as  it  is  not  reasonable  you  should  be  a 
sufferer  in  Discharge  of  vour  Duty  the  Council  direct  you  to  employ 
an  Attorney  to  appear  K>r  you  to  defend  the  Suit  k  all  reasonable 
Expences  attending  it  will  be  defrayed  by  the  publick. — As  the 
Powers  of  this  Board  are  very  ample  with  Respect  to  dissatisfied 
Characters  we  would  wish  you  to  acquMut  us  fully  &  truly  with  the 
Names  of  the  Persons  you  describe  as  perplexing  you  in  your  Duty 
they  will  soon  find  that  there  is  both  Power  k  Inclination  in  the 
Board  to  treat  them  according  to  their  Deserts. 

Be  not  discouraged  or  disheartned  in  the  vigorous  Prosecution  of 
your  Duty,  you  will  reoeive  Assistance  k  Support  firom  every  good 
Man  k  Lover  of  his  Country — ^but  on  the  other  Hand  be  careful  to 

*  Seo  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  278.  f  See  pp.  120, 138. 
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prevent  Purion  or  Resentm*  influencing  yonr  Gondnct,  this  will 
giTe  those  bttd  Men  the  onlj  adyantage  ^hey  can  take.  But  if  yea 
■hew  them  that  yon  will  proceed  with  Firmness  ft  Temper  the  Jus- 
tice &  Beason  of  yonr  Case  will  triumph  oyer  all  Opposition.  In- 
doeed  I  send  you  the  Summons  agreeable  to  your  Desire  &  am  Sir 

your  obed.  Hbbl. 

Sery. 

Dirwied, 

To  Adam  Witman^  Esq,  Commiss'  of  the  Taxes  for  Berks 
Coanty. 


Pbes.  Ekbd  to  Gov.  Livingston,  1780. 

PhOad.,  Maioh  16th;  1780. 
Sir, 

Indosed  ia  a  Petition  whieh  I  beg  Leaye  to  request  you  will  lay 
h^ne  the  House  of  Assembly.  I  cannot  belieyo  the  Hon.  House 
eaa  take  any  Pleasure  in  seeing  the  Property  of  any  Persons  wan- 
tonly  wasted  k  destroyed,  but  when  it  happens  to  be  that  of  one 
who  has  risqued  freely  Li&  &  Fortune  in  the  mat  Contest,  I  am 
petBwaded  I  may  safely  rely  upon  the  Justice  £  Attention  of  the 
Aawmbly  of  New  Jersey  k  expect  a  fayourable  Beoeption  of  a  Peti- 
Hon  whieh  has  in  View  &e  Preseryation  of  the  Bights  of  Indiyiduals 
in  perfect  Consistency  with  the  Duty  owing  to  the  State—-!  haye  the 
Honour  to  be  with  great  Bespect 

Sir, 
your  most  obed* 

k  Hbbl  Sery., 

JOS.  B£ED. 


Joseph  Stilrs  to  Oounoil,  1780. 


I  haye  paid  for  repairing  426  stand  of  Arms  £8579  99  and  haye 
yet  to  pay  for  200  more  that  are  brought  in.  I  also  owe  M'  Will** 
TumbuU  Je2400  for  BOOIb  Lead,  k  if  the  other  Arms  now  in  the 
Armoury,  &  to  be  brought  in  by  the  Militia,  are  to  be  repaired;  the 
Sum  required  will  be  at  least  £20,000  more.  I  beg  Sir  to  be  ena^ 
bled  to  pay  the  Workmen  k  M'lTunKbulI  by  a  draft  on  the  Treasury 
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for  at  least  Ten  thousaod  pcmncUu    I  have  sent  tlie  powte  4  Lead 
and  Flints  to  Northampton  CooDtj  which  the  Waggoner  iDfonaa  me 
he  delivered  safe  at  Easton. 
March  18th,  1780.     . 

I  am  Sir 
Your  obedient  hum  Serv* 
JOSEPH  STILES,  C.  M.  Stores. 
Directed, 
Timothy  Matlack  Esq'  Secretary  to  the  supreme  EzecntiveCoiiiieiL 


GoL.  D.  Brodhbab  to  Prbsident  Bebd,  1780. 

V 

Fort  Pitt  March  18th  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  Sorry  to  inform  yon  that  the  Savages  have  already  begun 
their  hostilities — ^last  pnoday  morning  at  a  Sugar  Oamp  upon  mc- 
coon  Creek  five  Men  were  killed  &  three  lads  &  three  Oirls  taken 
Prisoners.  It  is  generally  conjectured  that  the  Delawares  have 
•truck  this  blow  and  ii  i»  probable  enough  but  h  is  poasiUe  it  nay 
have  been  done  by  other  Indians.  If  the  Delawares  are  set  against 
ua  with  their  numeroua  alliances  Uiey  will  gveatlj  distress  the  imiti&i 
as  my  Force  is  quite  too  small  to  repell  their  iavasions.  I  have 
wrote  to  the  Commander  in  chief  for  a  reinforcement  from  die  main 
army  but  I  fear  it  will  not  be  in  hit  power  to  detach  any  of  the 
troops.  I  have  likwise  wrote  to  the  board  of  war  ta  forward  aono 
cirdnance  &  Military  Stores  without  whibh  dur  parts  cannot  well  h$ 
defended  nor  offensive  openttions  carried  on. 

Your  Excellency  cannot  lay  me  under  a  greater  obligaticB  than 
by  having  some  small  Reg^  from  the  main  army  annexed  to  mine 
for  I  see  no  possibility  of  recruiting  it.  The  recruiting  officers 
expenses  takes  all  the  money  to  little  or  no  purpose. 

You  may  rely  on  my  giving  every  possible  protection  &  counte- 
nance^ to  our  settlements  but  I  have  very  little  in  my  power  without 
calHnff  out  the  Militia  &  for  them  I  have  no  provisions.  What  Col*. 
Geo.  Morgan  has  been  doing  this  two  ;7earB  past  I  know  not,  but  I 
conceive  that  if  he  had  been  where  his  employment  required,  we 
should  have  been  much  better  provided. 

I  trust  the  Clothier  Gen^  will  send  ample  supplies  of  linnen  for 
the  Troops  the  ensuing  Season.  I  beg  my  respectfiUl  Comp^.  to  CoK 
Jn*  Bayard  and  that  voor  Exeellencgr  wiU  bttieve  me  to  be  with  -the 
most  sincere  Begard  k  esteem  your  most 

Obed*  Serv*, 
DANIEL  BBODHEAB. 
jDirected, 

His  Ezoeilescy,  Joseph  Beed^  B0q^ 
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Psss.  Bud  to  Boabb  of  War,  1780. 

QenL  ,    ^ 

We  send  yon  iticlosed  an  Affidavit  respecting  some  Mai  Practice 
in  the  Staff  Department  in  York  Connty.  The  Party  Is  bound  over 
to  the  Court  to  be  prosecuted  by  the  civil  Law;  But  as  the  Delay 
in  gacb  Cases  is  oflen  very  considerable  we  cannot  think  it  proper 
the  Party  should  reit)am  in  Office  and  we  should  have  suspended 
him  if  We  could  ascertain  whether  he  yet  continued  to  hold  any 
Office  In  the  Staff.  We  have  therefore  concluded  to  send  the  Affida- 
vit to  you,  with  the  farther  Bemark  that  we  have  so  many  Com- 
l^laintB  fitom  that  County  of  abases  in  the  Staff  that  we  are  persuaded 
there  must  be  some  extraordinary  Mismanagement  in  that  Quarter 
which  requires  particnUr  Care  &  Attention. 
I  am  Qent. 

Tour  Obed.  BhbleServ, 

JOS.  REED. 
.Au^orstt;,— March  18,  1780. 


Pres.  Bbeb,  to  Mrs.  Aknb  Rich^,  1780. 

In  Council,  Philad«  March  20*»»,  1780. 
Madam, 

Agreeable  to  your  Desire  I  laid  your  Letter  &  the  Inclosure  before 
the  Council  &  rfumid  have  beeri  gnid  to  have  had  it  in  my  Power  to 
add  that  the  State  of  Affairs  would  have  admitted  a  Compliance  but 
tke  mnneroua  &  pressing  Applications  that  would  f<Alow  a  departure 
from  the  Bnle  laid  down  induoed  the  Council  to  adhere  to  their  Reg- 
nlatiea  of  giving  no  Passes  to  go  into  New  York  on  private  Business 
k  return  again.— *If  th^  oould  relax  in  any  In^inee  I  am  persua- 
ded they  would  do  so  in  your  Case;  but  hitherto  it-has^heen  held 
inviolate. 

I  am  Madam, 

Tour  Obed  Hbble  Serv, 

J.  R.* 
To  Mrs.  Anne  Riche. 


Gborgb  Strvenson  to  Council,  1780. 

''  '       ^  Carlisle  21st  March  1780. 

Sii^  .  • 

1  take  the  opportunity  by  thiAlietter,  to  inform  nis  Ezcellencjr 
the  President  and  the  honorable  the  Ss^ecutive  Council  of  this  Com- 
mon-Wealthy that  a  certain  Christopher  Kauffman  of  Cslrlisle,  who 

*  Sec  Col  Rec. ,  Vol.  Xlf .,  page  284. 
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in  December  1777,  bad  mortgaged  his  House  ft  Lot  in  Carlisle  to  a 
oertain  Mary  BnchaDQan,  for  fleooring  the  Payment  of  ^150  with 
Interest,  dae  by  two  Obligationsi  the  one  payable  in  De<f  •  1778  with 
Interest  the  other  in  Dec  1779  with  Interest;-  Eiaaffman  sold  his 
House  and  Lot,  and  after  several  ineffectoal  Attempts  to  pay  Mary 
ber  Debts  &  Int^,  be,  at  length,  collected  the  whole  Sum,  Principle 
and  Interest,  in  Money  emitted  by  the  honorable  the  Continental 
Congress,  before  the  6*^  day  of  Feb.  1777^  and  in  the  Presence  of 
two  Credible  Witnesses,  tender^  the  Debt  &  Int.  to  the  said  Maty 
which  She  refused  to  receiye ;  after  4  Days,  tii.  the  6th  day  after 
the  Tender,  Kaufman  waited  on  Stephen  Duncan  Esq^  Treasurer 
of  Cumberland  County,  at  his  House,  and  offered  him  two  thii|d 
Parts  of  the  Same  Money,  which  he  also  refused  to  receive.  Quere 
What  is  Kaufiman  to  do  with  thid  Money.  Kaufman  applied  to  me, 
I  answered  him,  I  will  write  to  Council,  for  the  Act  does  not  suppose 
any  Treasurer  will  refuse  to  do  his  Duty.  Your  Answer  will 
oblidge, 

^  Sir, 

your  most  obed*  H***  Serv. 

GEO.  STEVENSON.* 
Directedj 
Timothy  Matlaok  Esq.  Secretary.' 


Bjssolyb  OP  Coira&Bss,  1780. 

In  Congress,  March  21*^,  1780. 
Besolved, ' 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governments  of  the  several  States 
to  suspend  making  new  appointments  of  Officers  in  the  regiments  of 
their  respective  lines  except  where  the  Commander  in  Chief  or  oom-. 
manding  Officer  in  the  southern  Department  shall  deem  auch 
appointments  indispensibly  necessary. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seer. 


Pbbs.  of  C0KORX88  TO  Prbs.  Bbbd. 

Philadelphia;  March  28^  1780. 
Sir, 

Endoaed  your  EzoeUanoy  will  receive  an  act  of  Coogress  of  the 
21*t  Instant. 

Becom mending  to  the  governments  of  the  several  States  to  sus- 
pend making  new  appointments  of  Officers  in  the  Regiments  of  their 
respective  Lines,  except  when  the  Commander  in  Chief;  or  Com- 

*  See  GoL  Rec.  Vol  XXL,  p.  296. 
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mandiDg  Officers  in  the  Soutbern  Department  shall  deem  such  ap- 
pointmeat  indispensibly  necessary. 

The  Design  of  this  Act  is  to  aid  the  Intentions  of  Congress  in 
retrenching  the  sapernumary  Officers  as  soon  as  Circamstances  will 
admit  wi^out  doing  Injary  or  Injustice  to  the  Officers. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  sincere  Esteem  &  respect 

your  Excy  hbble  servant, 

SAM  HUNTINGTON, 

President.* 
Directed  J 

fiiB  Excellency^  President  Kced. 


M.  FuRMAN  TO  Chas.  Pbttit,  1780. 

Trenton,  March  24*",  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  ha?e  not  troubled  you  with  my  afflictions  for  some  time,  and 
wish  there  was  no  further  Occasion  for  it. 

My  difficulties  increase,  and  will  soon,  I  fear,  be  insurmountable, 
my  Circumstances  therefore,  like  the  Irish  Resolves,  needs  no  pre- 
amble. Our  Army  some  days  fast,  some  days  have  half  allowance, 
and  but  few  days  the  whole  Ration.  Three  or  four  hundred  Barrels 
of  Flour  is  goue  from  this  Post  this  week,  and  about  One  hundred 
Sarrels  is  now  here  which  shall  also  move  on  as  soon  as  in  my 
power,  and  a  little  is  Collecting  in  this  State  and  droping  Slowly 
into  Camp,  butall  does  not  more  than  keep  them  alive.  I  hope, 
and  expect,  Provisions  Sufficient  will  be  procured,  but  how  it  will 
be  transported  to  them  I  know  not,  for  more  than  half  the  Teams  in 
the  Service  has  given  me  Notice  that  they  are  under  a  necessity  of 
qui  ting  it.  The  Wages  being  so  very  low  it  will  not  support  them 
for  a  four  Horse  Team  &  Driver  Ten  pounds  ^  Day,  and  that  of  Two 
Horses  seven  pounds,  10«.  the  former  will  buy  |  in  hard  money, 
the  Latter  §  can  any  ^re^onable  Man  expect,  or  any  honest  man 
desire,  they  will  continue  in  the  Service  on  such  Terms.  Besides 
the  transportation  of  the  Commissary  Stores  und  Forage  through 
this  State  to  Camp,  a  Quantity  of  Stores  for  the  Penns*  troops  1$ 
coming  on  which  will  require  a  Considerable  number  of  Wagons, 
bow  are  they  to  be  got  without  money,  and  almost  without  price. 

To  be  plain  and  to  conclude,  unless  money  is  supplied  to  pay  foT 
Carting,  and  I  am  allowed  to  Pay  a  Reasonable  price  for  it,  I  now 
^ediQ  yoQ  to  take  Notice,  that  I  will  not  hold  my  self  acccuntable 
for  the  Oonaequenoe  after  this  present  month  of  March  runs  out; 

•  See  Col.  Eoc,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  203. 
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And  this  I  beg  jon  will  not  ML  to  Gommnnioate  Immedtdiel^  to 
those  who  can  grant  Relief  in  the  premisea. 
I  am  D'  Sr. 

y  most  ob^  Servant  j^ 

M.  FURMAN,  D.  Q.  M.  Q. 
Directed, 

On  public  service.      ; 

Charles  Pettit  Esquire,  A.  Q.  M.  G.  Philadelphia. 


Major  Benj.  G*  Etrb  to  Council,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  25«»  March,  1780. 
Gentlemen, 

Agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  your  Honorable  Board  of  the  2*  Inst,  I 
have  Collected  Schujikill  Bridge  together  and  have  got  it  well 
Anchored  again,  it  wants  a  considerable  deal  of  repairs,  both  of 
Carpenter's  and  Smith's  work. 

You  request  me  to  make  you  an  estimate  of  the  Ezpenoe  that  will 
attend  it,  the  Carpenters  work  will  come  to  about  £6000,  and  the 
Black-smiths  bill  about  £2500. 

I  have  already  advanced  a  Considerable  sum  of  money  to  pay  the 
workmen  and  am  now  entirely  out,  and  have  therefore  to  request 
that  you  will  be  pleased  to  grant  me  an  Order  for  a  sum  sufficient 
to  enable  me  to  go  on  with  the  business,  which  will  much  oblige 

Your  Ob*  hble  serv*    - 

BENJAMIN  G.  EYRE.* 
DirecUdf 

The  Hon^ir,  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  for  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


pRBS.  Rbed  to  Arch.  McClean,  1780. 

Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the  lOf  Inst,  has  been  received.  It  is  with 
Astonishment  the  Council  have  been  informed  that  the  County 
Treasurer  has  furnished  the  Departments  with  the  Money  received 
by  him  in  his  Office.  You  will  please  to  forward  to  him  the  inclosed 
Letter  immediately  which  we  hope  will  effectually  check  such  a 

*  Seo  Col.  Reo.,  VqI.  XII.,  pi^  266,  298,  317. 
t  See  page  126. 
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IVoeedove.  We  entirely  dirapprove  of  it  nnless  tbe  Treasurer  of 
the  State  has  drawo  Orders  which  may  justify  the  County  Treasurer 
therein. 

We  have  made  Inquiry  into  M*'  Irwin's  Affair  &  laid  before  the 
Board  of  War  the  Affidavit  respecting  him  I  send  you  their  Answer 
indosed.  If  any  Measure  here  pan  oe  taken  for  farther  Detection 
or  Punishment  we  shall  readily  pursue  it  and  at  all  Events  recom* 
mend  the  Matter  being  laid  before  the  next  Grand  Jury  who  we 
trust  will  either  indict  or  prevent  such  Conduct  if  proved  to  their 
Satisfaction.  It  is  now  become  the  Duty  of  every  good  Man  in  an 
extraordinary  Degree  to  check  these  baneful  Practices  which  have  in 
no  small  De^ee  contributed  to  our  present  Difficulties.  We  are 
sensible  that  it  is  a  painful  &  an  invidious  Task  but  it  must  be  done 
or  the  Cause  &  Country  will  sink  &  if  pursued  with  Temper  & 
Furmness  I  am  persuaded  no  Conduct  will  procure  more  solid 
Bespect  &  Affection  from  the  People.    I  am  Sir 

your  most  obed. 

&  very  humble  serv.^ 
J.  K. 
Directed^ 

To  Arch.  M'dean  Esq.,  York  Town.  ' 
Indorud^ 

1780  Hawh25«. 


CiROULAB  OF  GbN.   GbO.  WASHINGTON,   1780. 

Head  (yrs,  Morris  Town,  March  26th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Tour  ExeeHency  will  have  received  I  presume  before  this,  a 
Transcript  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  25th  of  last  month,  calling 
on  the  several  states  for  specific  quantities  of  provisions,  Rum  £ 
Forage  for  the  army,  and  directing  the  articles  of  supplies  to  be 
eoUeeted  and  deposited  at  such  places  in  each  of  the  states,  as  should 
l)e  judged  most  convenient  by  me.  In  the  case  of  a  defensive  War 
like  ours,  which  depends  almost  wholly  on  the  movements  and 
operations  of  the  Enemy,  it  is  difficult,  if  not  impracticable,  to  fix 
on  places  of  deposit  for  stores,  which  may  not  be  rendered  improper 
by  subsequent  events ;  and  all  we  can  do  upon  such  occasions,  is,  to 
oollect  them  where  it  shall  appear  from  a  comparative  view  of  oir- 
oamstancee,  that  tiiey  will  be  probably  secure  and  most  likely  to 
fiuulitate  the  purposes  intended.  I  have  considered  the  point  with 
respect  to  the  suppUea  required  of  your  statej  and  I  beg  leave  to 
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inform  jour  Ezcellencj,  tfaat  it  appears  to  me,  they  should  be 
deposited  at  the  'following  places :  Easton,  Reading,  Lancaster, 
Esterton,  York,  Carlisle,  Sunburj,  Bedford,  Ligonier  and  Philadel- 
phia. All  the  itn ported  Rum  &  the  Salt,  and  a  thousand  tons  of 
Hay,  and  half  the  Corn  required,  to  be  collected  at  Philadelphia — 
the  remaindier  of  the  forage  at  the  other  places  in  proporlion  to  the 
quantity  of  Floor  to  be  deposited  at  them. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  hh, 

with  great  respect  &  esteem. 
Your  Excellency's 

Most  obed't  serv't, 

G\  WASHINGTON.* 
Directed, 
His  Excellency  President  Reed. 


M.  FuRMAN  TO  Charles  Pettit,  1780. 

Trenton,  26  March,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  favour  of  the  24th  lasievening,  will  examine  the  Ain* 
of  money  sent  me,  and  note  any  errors  or  omissions  I  may  discover. 

I  wrote  you  the  24th  Inst.,f  and  gave  you  some  Information  re- 
specting the  Circumstances  of  your  Department  in  Ma  State,  and 
being  anxiously  concerned  for  the  support  of  our  Army,  on  whom 
all  yet  depends ;  I  must  again  mention,  that  unless  money  is  sup- 
plied to  pay  off  the  Teams  for  this  months  service — and  I  am 
allowed  to  advance  their  pay  at  least  to  sixty  dollars  ^  day  in 
future — there  will  not  be  a  Team  left  in  the  service  in  a  few  days ; 
one  Brigade  gave  me  notice  this  morning  they  should  quit  the  first 
of  next  month,  after  they  made  this  trip  to  Camp,  and  so  I  expect 
they ^ will  go  on  to  the  last  Brigade. 

Inclosed  is  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Jacob  Tagart,  Esquire,  of  Saletti 
County,  who  has  acted  as  Q.  M.  &  Collectpr  of  Forage  there  for 
some  time,  and  is  known  to  be  an  excellent  Officer.  I  gave  a  copy 
of  it  to  Coll.  Biddle  when  he  pass'd  through  this  place,  and  as  the 
Ileads  of  the  Department  are  now  together,  I  beg  their  Considera- 
tion of  the  matter,  and  their  orders  upon  it;  I  fear  the  People  will 
make  a  serious  affair  of  it  with  Mr.  Tagart,  and  its  pity  that  a  good 
Officer  should  not  be  Supported. 
I  am  D'  S', 

Y'-  afriy, 

M.  FURMAN. 
Directed, 

PnbFic  Service.  Charles  Pettit,  Esquire,  A-  Q.  M.  G.,  Philadel-' 
phia.     ^  post. 

*  See  Co!.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  S13. 
t  See  page  148. 
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MoNS.  HoLKEH  TO  Pebs.  Bsbd,  1780* 

Philadelpbia,  y«  27^  Marob,  1780. 
SuTi 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  .your  Ezoellenej  a  eopy  of  a 
reaoWe  of  Gongresa,  relative  to  snpplies  for  the  royal  marine  of 
Franoe.  I  have  differred  till  this  day  making  any  applioation  to 
your  Ezoellency  and  the  honorable  the  Bzeontiye  Couneil  of  this 
State,  because  I  knew  the  distrese  of  the  Continental  army,  ft  the 
diffionlties  which  exist  with  leepeot  to  proonring  provisions ;  but  as 
there  still  remains  a  ballaoee  dne  by  the  treasorer  of  the  Stale  for 
advances  made  in  December  last  for  floor,  which  had  then  been  pnr* 
chased  by  the  commissioners  of  the  State,  &  as  the  time  draws  near 
when  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  that  I  have  nnder  my  direction 
the  whole  of  the  provisions  promised  by  Congress  to  be  snpplied  by 
tiie  state  of  Pensilvania  for  oontiuffent  purposes,  &  as  U  is  also 
necessary  that  one  thousand  barrels  <^  flour  be  forthwidi  lodged  in 
the  hands  of  my  aflents,  it  is  my  doty  to  request  from  your  Excel* 
lency  an  answer,  inrorming  me  what  I  am  to  expect  in  consequence 
of  the  aforesaid  resolve,  &  at  what  fixed  &  determined  periods  I  can 
rely  upon  receiving  the  whole  of  the  above  mentioned  provisions. 

As  many  fatal  consequences  might  ensue  from  a  want  of  these 
Essential  objects  &  of  the  precise  Knowledge  of  the  time  when  they 
can  be  obtained  &  stored,  I  trust  you'll  approve  of  my  earnest 
mode  of  application,  and  will  direct  those  measures  to  be  taken, 
which  may  ensure  or  contribute  to  the  success  of  hb  Majesty's  arms 
in  £ivour  of  the  common  cause. 

I  remain  most  respectfully^ 
Your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  & 

very  homble  servant, 
HOLKER.* 
Direcletlf 

His  Bxcelleney  Joseph  Reed,  Bsq~. 


Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  Congress,  dated  March  11th,  1780, 
signed  Chas.  Thomson,  Sec'y,  transmitted  by  the  President  to 
John  Holker,  Esqoire,  agent  for  the  Royal  marine. 

Resolved,  That  the  Legislatore  of  the  State  of  Pensilvania  be 
nqoested  to  deliver  to  Mr.  Holker  or  his  agent,  on  or  before  the 

♦  Bee  CoL  Kee.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  297. 
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first  day  of  May  next,  as  a  part  of  tbe  supplies  called  for  by  the 
said  resolationa  of  the  25th  Febraary  last;  six  thonsand  barrels  of 
Flour,  six  hundred  barrels  of  Pork,  and  two  hundred  barrels  of 
Beef;  for  the  use  of  the  marine  of  France. 

A  true  Copy. 

HOLKER. 


Pre8.  Rbbd  to  Mr.  Hoikbr,  1780. 

Sir;      •  ' 

I  duly  received  yotxr  Favour  of  tKe  27t{i  Instant  &  laid  it  before 
tbe  Supreme  Executive  GoundL  The  Resolution  inclosed  was 
officially  received  firom  Congress  a  few  Dars  agO;  and  being  addressed 
to  the  Le^slature  was  forwiLrded  to  the  Bpeaier  of  the  Assembly  to 
be  laid  before  the  House.  As  we  have  received  no  Communicadon 
from  them  thereftre  I  cannot  infbrm  you  what  Steps  or  whether  B,nj 
irere  adopted  m  Consequence. 

It  is  with  great  Concern  8ir„  tbat  we  are  obliged  to  inform  you  that 
if  this  Requisition  had  been  a&dressed  to  ns  we  have  no  Prospect 
of  being  able  to  comply  with  it  in  our  present  Circumstances,  and  as 
a  IHsappointment  may  be  very  injurious  to  your  Arrangements,  we 
must  submit  to  the  Mortification  of  acknowledginff  our  Difficulties 
rather  than  expose  you  to  the  Inconveniencies  whicn  might  attend  a 
Failure  of  your  Engagements.  We  shall  make  the  utmost  Exertions 
to  comply  with  the  general  Requisition  of  Congress  so  far  as  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  Continental  Army,  but 
as  Embarassments,  which  your  own  Penetration  will  sufficiently  point 
out,  induce  a  reasonable  Apprehension  that  we  ought  not  in  Justice 
to  you  or  ourselves  to  undertake  &rther« 

You  have  been  pleased  to  mention  that  there  still  remains  a  Bal- 
lance  due  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  for  Advances  made  in 
December  last.  We  are  persoaded  that  upon  Recollection  of  that 
Transaction  &  Reference  to  your  Letter  of  the  16th  Nov.  last;  you 
will  see  that  there  must  be  a  Misapprehension  on  this  Subject.  Wo 
had  procured  the  Flour  for  y(m^  &  C<mgtBss  addressed  you  to  obtain 
it  for  their  Use  &  you,  very  properly,  supposing  that  you  had  a  clear 
Right  to  dispose  of  it  without  our.Interference,  gave  your  Directions 
accordingly,  which  were  complied  with.  Tbe  Terms  were  so 
explicit  that  we  apprehended  nothing  was  farther  necessary  on  our 
Part  3  however,  that  there  might  be  no  Mistake  &  that  on  the  Deli- 
very to  Congress  no  Difficulty  might  arise  with  Respect  to  Payment, 
your  Letter  was  forwarded  to  Mr.  Turnbull.  We  acted  entirely  on 
the  Idea  that  the  Flour  was  yours,  snbjeot  to  your  Order  only,  and 
that  in  ddiv^ring  it  to  any  Persons  you  directed  whether  Continental 
Officers  or  other;  we  were  entirely  ^xon^ted  from  any  Ciiarge 
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respeetiDg  ii,  or  the  Payraeat  of  it.     Mr»  Turnbiill  ivill  confirtii  this 
Jadgment  of  the  Matter  as  it  was  often  repeated  to  him  that  I  need 
only  refer  joa  to  him  for  farther  SatisfaotioD,  &  am. 
Sir,  with  great  Goosideratioo  k  Bespeot, 

Your  most  obi.  H'bble  Servt"^ 

P.  8.  I  beg  leare  to  add  that  as  we  oannot  engage  a  Compliance 
with  the  above  Reqnintiony  &  as  somQ  Time  will  necessarily 
elapse  before  the  Purchase:)  of  the  State  will  commence  on  the 
publick  Account,  it  is  not  the  Desire  of  the  Board  that  you  should 
eonsider  yourself  otherwise  than  at  entire  liberty  to  purchase  the 
Artieles  specified,  in  any  Way  you  think  proper:  We  have  been 
indooed  to  express  this  Sentiment  fVom  a  Becolleetion  that  under 
different  Circumstances  of  the  publick  Credit  it  was  formerly  inti- 
mated that  private  Purchases  might  be  attended  with  Inconveniences. 
Jkdarsedy  March  28. 


Prbb.  Rbbd  90  Col.  D.  Bbodhiab^  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  Favours  of  the  11th  &  28tht  Feb.  have  been  duly  received, 
ibe  Letters  inclosed  whioh  had  passed  between  Col.  Loohry  &  your- 
aelf(  had  been  communicated  to  the  Council  k  an  Answer  wrote, 
which  1  doubt  not  before  this  Time  has  reached  you.  We  are  very 
sorry  for  these  Misunderslaudiugs  &  you  <»nnot  do  us  a  more 
acceptable  Service  than  to  endeavour  to  do  them  away  as  much  as 
possible.  Harmony  at  all  Times^  but  more  especildly  at  present,  is 
80  necessary  that  if  it  ean  be  restored  we  cannot  doubt  your  Exer- 
tions for  that  Purpose.  We  have  wrote  to  the  like  tiffect  to  Col. 
Lochry,  recommending  to  htm  to  pay  a  due  Regard  to  your  Situation 
ft  Command — ^with  which  ^e  hope  he  will  comply. 

The  Assembly  have  voted  4  new  Companies  to  be  raised  for  the 
Defence  of  the  Frontiers,  the  Men  to  be  inlisted  for  the  War,  but 
the  low  state  of  our  Treasury  has  hitherto  prevented  our  entering  on 
the  Business.  The  Council,  under  all  Circumstances,  could  have 
wish'd  to  have  appointed  other  Officers,  but  Inclination  of  the 
Assembly  in  Favour  of  former  Anpointments  will  probably  oblige  us 
to  reappoint,  as  no  other  Names  Lave  been  given  us. 

The  Afiair  of  Ward  &  Smallman  is  now  before  Congress,  who  will 
doubtless  give  you  some  Instructions.  We  think  you  have  judged 
right  in  avoiding  to  engage  yourself  in  any  Dispute  on  that  unfor- 
tunate Subject  of  Jurisdiction.    Your  Situation  is  delicate  k  will 

♦  See  preceding  letter,  and  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  Xll.,  p.  2^>7. 
t  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  280,  sod  page  100  of  this. 
I  See  pages  86,  42,  60,  66,  60,  69,  79. 
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reqQif6  yonr  ntmoet  Pradenoe.  I  am  nmeh  obliged  to  you  for  jont 
kind  offers  respecting  LaDdB,*  but  at  present  m  j  SUtion  will  prevent 
my  engaging  in  pursuits  of  that  nature  least  it  might  give  Offenee 
&  give  Reason  to  a  oensorioos  World  to  suppose  I  had  made  an 
improper  Uae  of  my  publiok  Character. 

Col.  Blaine  is  now  appointed  Comm^  Gen.,  to  whom  I  have 
advised  your  Son  to  make  ApplioatioUy  &  if  my  good  officea  are 
wanting  I  shall  chearfully  promote  his  Interest  on  all  Occasions. 

I  send  you  the  late  News  Papers  &  some  Proclamations  of  the 
Council,  as  it  may  be  probable  these  dangerous  Offenders  may  fly 
into  the  back  Country^  and  am,  Dear  Sir^  with  much  Esteem, 

Tour  Obed,  &  very  H'bble  Seryt. 


Maj.  Obn.  Grbbnb  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Phihdelphia,  SO^  Maroh,  1780. 
Sir, 

By  an  aot  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  P^osylvania,  pub- 
lished the  28*^  of  the  present  month,  the  Officers  and  Agents  of  my 
department  are  prohibited  from  purchasing  any  articles  of  Forage ; 
and  from  the  scanty  supplies  of  money  furnisbed  io  the  department 
for  some  time  past,  those  Officers  &,  Agents  have  not  had  it  in  their 
power  to  lay  up  any  magazines  of  Forage,  having  with  diffiiculty 
obtained  what  was  necessary  for  daily  consumption. 

There  are  now  in  ^different  parts  of  this  State  upwards  of  two 
thousand  Horses,  the '^property  of  the  United  States,  some  of  which 
are  in  actual  service,  but  the  greater  part  put  out  to  be  recruited  for 
the  service  of  the  ensuing  Campaign.  The  Officers  under  whose  care 
they  are,  not  being  able  to  pay  the  Farmers  for  their  keeping,  nor 
to  purchase  Forage  to  support  them,  have  been  obliged  to  shift  them 
from  place  to  place  to  obtain  for  them  a  temporary  subsistence. 
Some  have  been  delivered  up  to  the  Officers,  who  are  thus  left  des- 
titute of  the  means  of  subsisting  them,  and  others  are  daily  expecting 
to  be  delivered  up  in  like  manner.  Many  of  the  horses  are  by  these 
means  continued  in  their  impoverished  situation,  and  others  who 
were  in  some  measure  recruited,  are  again  falling  away,  and  unless 
measures  are  speedily  taken  to  afford  them  subsistence  there  will  be 
little  chance  of  their  being  raised  to  be  fit  for  service  at  the  opening 
of  the  Campaign,  and  many  of  them  will  probably  die  in  a  few  days 
for  mere  want  of  food. 

I  shall  inclose  herein  a  copy  of  a  Letter  I  have  this  day  received 
from  the  Assistant  Commissary  Gen^  of  Forage,  which  will  more  fully 
explain  the  wretched  situation  of  the  Forage  Department  in  this  City, 
where  a  number  of  Horses  are  necessarily  kept,  and  others,  from  the 
circumstances  alluded  to,  are  coming  in. 
*  See  page  120. 
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JBy  a  elaose  in  the  act  of  the  Legislature  before  mentioned,  I 
observe  that  the  Forage  to  be  purchased  by  virtue  thereof,  is  to  be 
diaposed  of  as  the  Supreme  ezeoutive  Council  shall  direct ;  I  am 
therefore  obliged  to  trouble  your  Excellency  with  a  Request  that 
Forage  sufficient  for  the  Public  Horses  in  this  State  may  be 
directed  to  be  issued  for  that  purpose  in  such  manner  as  to  your 
Ezoellency  &  the  Council  shall  seem  most  proper. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  & 

most  humble  Servant, 

NATE.  GREENE,  Q  M. 
I}n'ectedf 

His  Ezcellenoy  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in 
Council. 


OwBN  BiDBLB  TO  Maj.  Gen.  Gbskkb,  1780. 

PhOadelphia,  80^  March,  1780. 
Sir^ 

About  forty  horses  urrived  here  the  28*^  Ins*,  from  Col.  Wade,  in  Uie 
Delaware  State — ^they  cannot  be  subsisted  there  any  longer ;  imme- 
diatelj  after  arrival  at  this  place,  I  dispatched  one  of  my  Assistants 
to  all  the  places  in  the  Country  where  it  was  likely  they  mieht  be 
provided  for ;  but  he  has  returned  and  cannot  prevail  upon  the  far- 
mers to  leoeive  a  single  Horse.  At  present,  the  Horses  are  kept  in 
the  Forage  yard,  {but  by  to  morrow  I  do  not  expect  we  shall  have  a 
blade  of  Hay  left  at  this  magaaine ;  it  will  be  in  vain  to  send  them 
further  into  the  Country  for  Subsistence,  as  I  have  daily  applications 
made  to  me  to  receive  the  Horses  already  quartered  amongst  the 
Inhabitants,  and  am  in  hourly  expectation  that  several  hundred  will 
be  brought  in ;  for  some  weeks  past,  many  of  the  horses  have  been 
sabsisted  by  shifting  them  from  place  to  place,  and  by  giving  the 
best  assurance  to  the  people  in  our  power  that  they  should  be  removed 
by  the  first  of  April,  and  the  arrearages  for  keeping  the  Horses,  paid. 

I  am  informed  that  the  Horses  which  are  now  brought  from  the 
Delaware  State  are  so  much  reduced,  that  they  cannot  be  recruited 
80  as  to  bjB  fit  for  service  at  the  next  Campaign ;  besides,  many  of  them 
are  old,  and  otherwise  unfit  for  service ;  you  would  favour  me  by 
your  directions  what  should  be  done  with  them^  as  the  public  is  likely 
to  sustain  a  loss  by  their  death. 

I  am,  with  respect,  Sir, 

Your  obcd.,  humble  Servant, 

OWEN  BIDDLE. 

Major  General  Greene,  Q.  M.  G. 
(Copy.) 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  VqI.  XII.,  page  800. 
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Extract  of  a   Lbttbr  from  Johist  Hacebnwelber  to 
Col.  BaoDHBAD,  1780. 

Coochooking,  MarcH  30«,  1780. 

We  have  heard  nothing  at  all  this  whole  winter  what  the  Enemy 
are  ahont,  the  mow  being  so  deep,  &  the  weather  bo  continoally  cold 
has,  I  suppose,  prevented  this;  but  this  day  I  am  informecl  that 
three  young  fellows,  two  Delawares  k  one  Wyandott,  have  tamed 
back  from  a  body  of  warriors  consisting  of  tw6nty-aiz  men.  They 
inform  that  five  or  six  Companies  of  warriors  are  sone  oat :  two 
parties  of  Wyandotte  towards  Beaver  Creek,  &  the  others  down  thia 
Biver.  The  Half  King,  it  appears,. is  at  the  head  of  one  of  the 
parties,  &  Neeshaws  (a  Mohican)  heads  a  pilrty  of  Munoies  &  Beta- 
wares.  It  is  also  reported  here  this  day,  that  the  Shawnese  &  others 
are  gone  to  fight  with  the  Army  at  the  Big  Bane  Lick ;  likewise 
that  the  Wab^h  Indians  are  all  sone  to  war. 

We  here  intend  to  leave  this  place  intirely  in  about  two  wedc8|  ft 
move  nearer  to  GnadenhuttenI  ^ 

I  am.  with  Sincere  regard,  yoor  most  obedS  Hbb.  Servt., 

JOHN  HACKENWELDBB. 

An  Extract. 


Seo'y  Matlack  to  Major  Qbn.  ARMSTRONa,  1780* 

Philadelphia,  March  80, 1780. 
Sir, 

The  Council  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  appointing  of 
Lieutenants  &  Sub  Lieutenants  of  the  several  counties  of  the  State, 
and  there  being  no  representative  of  the  county  of  Cumberland  in 
Council,  iror  any  Gtent^  of  character,  known  to  the  Council,  now  in 
the  city  to  consult  with  respecting  the  appointment  of  those  officers 
for  your  county,  I  am  directed  by  His  Ezc'y  the  Pros*  to  request 
yoo-will  please  to  give  your  assistance  in  this  Nomination. 

The  recommendation  which  you  gave  respecting  M'  Buchanan  has 
been  adverted  Jbo;  but  there  seems  to  be  some  doubt  whether  it  would 
be  prudent  to  advance  so  young  a  Man  to  so  high  an  office  as  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  county.  Altho  the  former  Lieutenants  are  to  continue 
in  the  exercise  of  their  authority  until  new  appointments  are  made ; 
yet  there  is  too  much  reason  to  fear  the  business  of  arranging  the 
Militia  will  not  be  efiected  until  the  new  Commissions  are  issued, 
which  makes  th^  necessity  of  my  requesting  your  answer  on  this 
Subject  as  early  as  possible. 

I  am  Sir,  with  very  great  respect 

Your  most  ob*  Serv*, 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 
Directed, 

Major  Gen^  Armstrong,  Cumberland  Co. 
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Li^  W.  Huston  to  Pass.  Bbbd,  1780. 

OarMe,  81*«  Umb,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  begg  hre  to  infiMunD  your  EzoeHen^j  Ami  at  an  Ingagement 
with  the  Indians  near  Sbewmong  on  the  13^  Aug*  last,  I  lUoaved 
A  WomKi  in  the  Jojnt  of  my  Right  Elbow,  which  has  Rendred  me 
mnfit  for  Duty  Since,  and  I  fear  will  thia  eone  time,  as  I  baye  bad 
30  peicee  of  Boana  Extracted  &  a  namber  of  looee  ones  Remain  in 
the  Wound— That  I  have  not  Recaved  anny  State  Stoan  Since  I 
have  been  woundedi  bat  haye  been  obliff*  to  Porehee  the  Sane  Ar^ 
des  at  a  moete  Exorbitant  Prise,  which  I  most  asanre  yonr  Excel- 
lency I  am  no  longer  able  to  do,  and  therefore  Moste  Hambley 
Bequest  you  will  be  Pleased  to  ord^r  me  a  Perportion  of  the  Stoars 
jour  Excellency  has  been  so  Instromental  in  Procuring  for  the 
Troops  of  this  State  to  me. 

I  Remain  with  grate  Respect 

Your  Excellenpy's  Mgste  Ob<^ 

and. Very  Humble  Serv*, 

W.  HUSTON,  L*&Adj*. 

4«*  P.  Reg«.* 
P.  S.    I  hope  your  Excellency  will  Excuse  this  I  wrote  it  with 
my  left  hand. 

[Mr*  John  Carson  to  Supply.] 
Directed y 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq^,  Philadelphia. 
Hon'd  by  Coin.  Butler. 
lrulor9ement. 

Read  in  Council  April  14, 1780. 

T.M.,  See'y. 


Board  of  War  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

War  Office,  March  81, 1780. 
Sir, 

The  board  have  been  honored  with  your  Excellencys  favor  of  the 
28'^. — With  respect  to  Capt.  Sohott,  &  Capt.  Selin,  the  board  con- 
ceive that  if  Col.  Weltner}*  cannot  himself  settle  the  dispute  between 
them,  that  a  board  of  officers  (the  usual  mode  upon  such  occasions) 
should  determine  which  is  best  intitled  to  the  preference.  As  to 
Capt.  lUce  k  his  Lieutenant,  Iho  their  conduct  is  highly  reprehensa- 

«  CoL  Rao.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  818. 
t  SteCol.  Reo.,  Vol.  XU.,p.  a07. 
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ble,  yet  the  board  are  of  opinion  that  the  wishes  of  the  Honble 
Council  woold  not  be  gratified  by  the  oonsequences  of  an  arrest — 
They  will  writ^  to  Col.  Weltner  on  the  subject,  &  express  in  strong 
terms  their  disapprobation  o^  the  officers  conduct,  which  tends  to 
discourage  State  supplies,  when  it  is  found  that  the  measures  taken 
by  the  Governments  to  reliove  the  distresses  of  the  officers,  are  thus 
shamefully  abused. 

A  Colonel  should  have  the  internal  Goyemment  of  his  own  Regf, 
and  it  is  his  duty  to  make  his  officer  appear  in  proper  Uniform^ 
especially  where  we  public  is  at  the  ezpenoe ;  and  if  his  orders  are 
disobeyedi  to  arrest  the  delinquent,  in  which  case,^he  act  of  selling 
his  Clothingi  would  militate  very  much  against  the  o£fender. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  the  highest  respect, 

y'  Excellency's  most  obed. 

&  most  Hble  Serrt. 

BEN.  SrODDEBT,  Seo'y. 

Direetedf 

His  Etcellency  President  Beed. 
(War  Office.) 


Council  to  Andrew  Doz,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  IVesident  &  Council  have  appointed  you  to  be  Commissioner 
of  Purohases  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  very  urgent  neces- 
sity for  exery  exertion  in  the  duties  of  this  office  induces  the  Council 
to  request  you  will  immediately  take  the  qualification  required  by 
law  and  proceed  to  purchase— especially  forage  for  which  there  is 
the  most  pressing  necessity  as  the  public  horses  are  now  suffering  for 
want  of  it. 
The  Council  is  now  setting  &  will  administer  the  qualification. 

I  am  &c. 

T.  M.* 
Philad*  April  1, 1780. 

Directed^ 
To  Mr.  Andrew  Doz, 
The  same  To  Col.  Bull  (except  the  last  sentence.) 

*  See  Col  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  801,  808. 
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Gkn,  WASHisaTON  TO  Pbbs.  Resd,  1780. 

Head  Qaarters  Morris  Town  April  Ist  1780. 
Sir, 

I  haye  been  honoored  with  Yonr  Ezoellenc/s  Letter  of  the  2  Ist 
Instant,  alt,  with  the  inclosnres  to  which  it  refers.  The  proceedings 
of  the  Hononrable  Council  on  the  subjeot  of  the  memorial,  were 
eertainlj  founded  in  the  greatest  propriety  and  I  am  snrprised  the 
offioers  in  whose  behalf  it  was  prefemd,  should  have  wished  for  a 
departure  from  a  general  principle  of  arrangement.  ^  At  the  same 
time  that  tfie  determination  of  the  Oounoil  on  the  occasion,  must  be 
appffored  by  all,!  cannot  but  abkaowledge  myself  peculiarly  flattered 
by  their  expressions  of  confidence  and  the  manner  m  which  they  haye 
been  pleased  to  refer  the  business  to  me. 

I  Imtc  the  Honor  to  be  with  great  respect  and  esteem. 

Y'  Bxcellenc/a 

Most  Obed  Serv* 


Directed^ 
His  ExceUenoy  President  Beed. 


Q\  WASHINGTON.* 


Philip  Marstbllsr  to  Pbbs.  Bexd,  1780. 

Lebanon  April  Ist  7180. 
Sr, 

I  haye  this  two  years  past  acted  as  Forrage  Master  for  the  county 
of  Lancaster,  and  being  informed  that  the  Legislature  of  this  State 
haye  made  a  Law  for  Procuring  of  Forrage  ftc.  for  the  Army  and 
haye  appointed  Commissioners  for  the  Parchasing  of  the  same ;  And 
that  the  former  Purchasers  and  Staff  Offioers  are  forbidden  by  a 
heayy  Penalty  to  Purchase  any  of  the  Articles  enumerated  in  said 
Act  And  as  I  would  always  wish  to  conform  aud  demean  myself 
agreeable  to  the  Laws  of  my  Country,  I  would  wish  to  haye  the  Act 
and  know  the  Person  who  is  appointed  for  Lancaster  County,  if  your 
Excellency  would  be  pleased  to  send  me  the  aboye  mentioned  Act 
together  with  the  Militia  Law  you  would  yery  much  Oblige, 

.  Tour  Most  Obed*. 
And  Very  Hum^  Sery*. 

PHILIP  MAESTELLEK. 
Direetedf 
Jo*  Beed;  Esq'. 

*  Col.  Bee.  Vol.  XII.  p.  286. 


169  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1780. 

Wm.  Maclay  to  Prbs.  Rbed,  1780. 

Sunbury  2d  AprU  1780. 
Sir, 

I  will  not  trouble  you  with  the  distresB  of  this  GoaDtj,  They  will 
no  Doubt  be  painted  to  Ooancil  in  lively  Colours,  and  indeed  the 
Pietnre  oannot  be  over  oharged,  nor  should  I  at  this  Time  write  to 
yoU)  But  for  a  strong  Belief  aud  Persuasion,  that  a  Body  of  Indiana 
are  lodged,  about  the  head  of  Fishing  and  Munoy  Creeks. 

They  were  with  us  to  the  very  beginning  of  the  deep  snow  lasl 
year*  they  are  with,  us  now  before  that  Snow  is  quite  cone.  This 
Country  might  be  examined.  This  is. what  we  wish ;  Many  of  our 
Hunters  who  went  late  last  Fall  into  that  Country  (whioh  .is  a  fine 
one  for  hunting)  were  so  alarmed  with  constant  Reports  <tf  Guns, 
which  tbev  could  not  believe  to  be  whitemens  that  they  returned 
suddenly  Back.  We  are  not  strong  enough  to  spare  men  to  examine 
this  Ooutttry  and  Dislodge  them.  The  Oerman  Reg^  are  under  their 
own  Officers,  and  for  my  Part,  I  expect  no  such  service  from  them. 
I  cannot  help  uttering  a  Wish,  That  what  Troops  we  have,  might  be 
ail  B^nnsylyanians,  There  is  a  43ertain  love  of  Country  that  really 
has  Weight. 

This  is  a  strange  divided  Quarter— Whig  Tory,  Yankey,  Penna- 
mite  Dutch  Irish  and  English  Influence  are  strangely  blended.  I 
must  confess  I  begin  to  be  national  too  and  most  siucerely  believe 
every  publick  Interest  of  America,  will  be  safer  in  the  Hands  of 
Americans,  than  with  any  others.  But  I  will  not  trouble  you  with 
any  more  of  my  Opioions.  Help  us  if  yon  can  and  much  oblige  a 
distressed  Country. 

I  am  with  sincere  Regard 

Your  moat  Obed  & 

MostHbleServ* 

WM.  MACLAY. 
Directed^ 

Col.  Matlack. 
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Col.  Samuel  Hunxeb  to  Prbs.  Rbed,  1780. 

Sonbiirj,  April  2d,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  SafyageB  have  made  their  appearance  on  onr  Frontiers  in  an 
Hostil  manner.  The  Day  before  yesterday  they  took  seven  or  eight 
Prisonere^  about,two  mUes  above  fort  Jenkins,  and  two  Days  before 
that  Ganyed  off  several  People  from  about  Wyoming;  this  has 
atruek  such  terror  to  the  poor  scattered  Inhabitants  of  this  County, 
that  all  the  setlera  above  this  will  be, in  the  Towns  of  Sunbury  and 
Northumberland  before  two  Days.  Oar  case  is  Realy  Deplorable, 
and  without  some  9p^y  assistance  being  Ordered  here,  I  am  afraid 
the  County  will  break  up  intirely,  as  the  German  Regiment  tfaats 
stationed  here  is  no  ways  adiquit  to  Grant  us  the  Necessary  Beleife 
Bequired,  aod  as  for  calling  out  the  Militia  of  this  County  its 
impossable  to  Expect  it  in  the  present  sircumstanoes  the  inhabitants 
is  Reduced  to ;  for  if  they  Miss  Geting  spring  Crops  put  in  the 
Oroand  for  the  support  of  their  familys  they  have  nothing  that  can 
induce  them  to  stay,  Except  Council  would  Order  some  of  the 
Militia  from  our  Neighbouring  Countys,  to  Act  in  Conjunction  with 
the  few  Continental  Troopa  thats  here,  and  without  something  like 
this  is  done  to  Encourage  the  People,  I  dred  the  Consequences  that 
xnay  Ensue. 

The  case  is  Quite  altered  with  us  till  what  it  was  this  time  Twelve 
month ;  we  had  a  prity  Good  Fort  Garrisoned  at  Muncy,  of  Conti- 
nental Troops,  Bradya  Fort  and  Freelands,  with  our  Owen  inhabi- 
tants, but  now  we  have  but  about  fourty  or  fifty  at  Montgomerys, 
and  thirty  at  Fort  Jenkins,  the  latter  of  which  was  not  able  to 
spare  men  enough  out  of  the  Garrison  to  pursue  the  Enemy  that 
Carryed  of  the  Prisoners,  suppose  there  was  not  above  thirty  Indians 
and  Toiys  in  the  party,  and  a  prity  Deep  snow  had  fallen  the  night 
before,  which  they  could  be  easily  traoted.  I  ojn  sorry  to  mention 
this,  as  I  have  seen  the  time,  within  this  three  years  past,  that  we 
could  turn  out  some  Hundred  of  Good  Woodsmen,  but  now  the 
case  is  altered,  as  our  County  is  Quite  Drained  of  our  Best  men. 
I  hope  to  have  a  favourable  answer  to  this  by  the  Bearer,  as  it 
would  Encourage  the  Drooping  spirits  of  a  poor  Distressed  Frontier 
County ;  ia  the  mean  time  I  would  be  Desirous  of  your  Particular 
Orders  in  Begard  of  Embodying  the  Militia  of  this  County,  suppose 
I  have  issued  out  Orders  already,  for  that  purpose,  but  your  Orders 
would  Enable  me  to  procure  Provisions  for  any  party  we  can  have 
stationed  out  on  our  Frontiers. 

I  am  Sir,  your  Excelencya  most  obd* 

&  very  Humb*  Serv*, 

SAMi  HUNTEB,  Lieu'  N.  C. 
Directed, 

To  his  Excellency  Josjsph  Beed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  State  of  Pennsylvania.  v 

Favored  by  Lieutenant  Thomas  Grant. 
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Bavid  ZfiiSBBBasR  TO  CoLONBL  Brodheab,  1780. 

Tupaking,  April  y*  2d,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  Been  very  tnnoli  disappointed  In  Sending  yon  an  Answer 
to  your  several  Letters  you  wrote  to  me.  This  Place  is  Qaite  Out 
of  the  Wisiy.  No.  Indians  which  are  Going  to  the  Port  pass  by  here, 
&  though  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Edwards  at  Gnadenhutten  Several  Times, 
to  let  me  know  of  an  Opportunity,  But  all  in  Vain.  In  February 
some  of  our  People  were  on  the  Way  with  them  ;  I  had  also  Wrote, 
but  after  Travelling  a  Day  k  a  half  they  Turned  Back;  Becanse  of 
the  Deep  Snow  they  met  with. 

In  Your  Letter  of  the  26th  of  November  Last,  you  Desired  me 
to  Procure  you  some  Intelligence  from  over  the  Lake,  But  which 
was  not  in  my  Power  to  Do,  &  Much  less  now,  as  I  Live  Such  a 
Distance  from  Cooshocking,  when  I  might,  Perhaps,  bring  it  about 
one  way  or  Other.  Joshua  Intended  to  go,  but  the  hard  winter  & 
deep  Snow  Comeing  on,  he  dropt  it. 

But  Hearing  that  a  white  man  who  Was  a  Prisoner  among  The 
Wiondots,  k  who  was  well  acquainted,  as  I  was  Told,  with  all  the 
Particulars  at  Detroit,  Went  bv  Gnadenhutten  to  th)9  Fort  last 
Winter,  k  I  thought  he  Could  k  would  Give  you  more  Intiligence 
than  any  Indian  Could  Procure,  Because  Indians  have  not  Knowl- 
edge about  such  matters,  k  I  think  it  would  be  of  very  little  service 
to  Send  an  Indian  on  such  an  Errant,  which  is  a  Stranger  to  The 
Place. 

In  your  Second  letter  of  Febuary  y  10th,  you  proposed  That 
Our  Indians  might  Move  nearer  to  the  Fori. 

Sir,  this  Indeed  would  not  Only  Be  Very  hard  k  Difficult,  But 
also  Impossible  for  us  to  undertake  now.  Except  our  People  would 
Leave  All  Behind  what  they  have,  for  they  are  not  Like  the  Rest 
of  the  Indians,  who  can  take  their  whole  Estate  on  their  Back,  k 
go  Where  they  Please,  k  though  they  might  Go  Bound  by  water, 
wo  would  not  be  Abel  to  Procure  such  a  Number  of  Canews  as  it 
would  Require. 

Our  People  have  Been  Travelling  k  Moving  from  One  Place  to 
Another,  till  we  at  Last  came  here  to  this  Place,  where  we  hope  to 
Remain  in  Possession  of  our  Settelments,  k  Enjoy  the  Fruit  of  our 
Labour  at  Least  for  a  Good  many  Years.  I  dare  not  think  about 
moving,  nor  even  Propose  it  to  Our  People,  for  it  would  Quite 
disoourige  them.  Except  there  was  Great  Necessity;  Therefore, 
Pray  Sir,  Let  us  Remain  In  Possession  of  our  Setelments,  have 
we  held  it  out  so  Long,  I  hope.  With  the  Help  of  God,  we  Shall 
Get  over  it  till  Peace  is  Restored  again.  Neither  Warriors  nor 
Other  Indians  Come  to  our  Towns  now,  Because  it  is  out  of  their 
Way,  &  we  live  very  Quiet. 
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Of  the  Murder  Committed  on  Racoon  Creek  I  herd  nothing 
Before  I  Received  your  letter.  About  Eisht  days  Before  we  beard 
of  a  Companj  Warriors  Being  Tracked,  whieh  Came  from  Towards 
the  Wiondotfl  Towns,  But  we  did  not  learn  what  Indians  they  was ; 
thej  must  Be  Either  Mingoes  or  Munzus,  or  of  the  Wisndougha- 
lenda  Gang. 

I  have  not  herd  of  any  hostile  Thoughts  among  the  Cooshockinff 
Indians  yet,  &  if  I  should  Peroeive  any  Thing  of  that  kind  I  would 
give  jou  Inteligenoe  By  an  Express. 

Bat  Yesterday  we  heard  that  a  Party  of  Warriors,  among  which 
was  the  well  known  Munzey  Washnash,  have  attacted  a  Boat  in  the 
River,  Killed  Three  men,  &  have  Taken  Twenty  One  Men,  Women 
&  Children,  Prisoners,  &  Likewise  the  whole  Boat,  no  Doubt  this 
action  will  Encouriage  Them  to  do  more  Mischief.  I  am  much 
Oblidged  for  Sending  me  the  three  Paoketts  of  letters  at  Different 
Times,  &  likewise  for  Commtinioating  to  me  the  agreeable  News 
Contained  in  your  letter.  Those  of  our  People  which  lived  yett 
nigh  Cooshocking,  are  now  all  moveing  up  this  way^  &  in  a  few 
days  More  they  will  Be  all  Gone  from  thence. 
I  am  With  Great  Esteem,  Dear  Sir, 

your  mpst  Humble  Serv*, 

DAY.  ZEISBERGER. 

P.  S.  Pray  Sir,  Send  the  following  Letter,  with  a  safe  Oppor- 
tunity to  Laaeafiter. 

COL.  BRODHEAD,  Commands 

P.  S.  After  I  wrote  the  above  I  had  mor  full  Intiligence.  The 
Murder  on  Racoon  Creek  was  Committed  by  the  Wiondots  &  the 
Other  on  the  Begg  River  By  the  Munsies,  which  is  a  True  account. 

Indanedp 

1780,  April  2d,  Copy  of  Mr.  Zeisberger's  letter  to  Colonel 
Brodhead. 


Board  op  War  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

War  Office,  April  4, 1780. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  the  request  of  General  Washington,  the  board  are 
about  sending  to  Fort  Pitt  several  species  of  Ordnance,  but  upon 
examining  into  the  State  of  the  Stores  on  hand,  they  find  that  they 
cannot  intirely  comply  with  his  Excellency's  •wishes,  unless  it  is 
convenient  for  the  Hon'ble  Council  to  return  one  of  the  8  Inch 


y 
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howitiara,  leat  the  State  of  Pennsjlvania  aome  time  agO;  for  the 
defenoe  of  Mud  Island. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 

with  the  highest  respeot, 
your  Ezcellencyg  most 
obed.  bumble  servant, 
B;  order, 

BBN.  8T0DDERT,  See'. 

To  his  Ezeellencj  President  Beed« 
(War  Office.) 


Prbs.  Rbsb  to  Dblbgaus  IK  CosraRBSs,  1780, 

Gent, 

We  some  time  ago  acquainted  you  with  the  Destruction  of  the 
Barracks,  under  the  care  of  the  Continental  Officers. — ^The  Board 
of  War,  to  whom  the  Matter  was  referred,  thought  it  agreeable  to 
remove  the  Barrack  Master,  but  the  Abuses  &  Mischief  stUl  continue ; 
so  that  in  a  little  Time  these  Buildings  will  be  useless  1o  the  Pnblick. 
We  have  therefore  thought  it  oar  duty  to  take  them  into  our  own 
immediate  Care,  A  propose  to  appoint  an  Officer  for  that  Purpose  at 
the  Expense. of  the  State.  But  as  from  the  nature  of  the  Office^ 
he  will  probably  meet  with  occasional  Opposition  from  Continental 
Officers  military  &  Staff,  we  must  request  you  to  move  Congress  for 
an  Order  to  their  Officers  genenlly  to  pay  due  Regard  to  the 
Barrack  master  who  we  think  in  bis  Departmant  must  be  supreme. 
The  Continental  Troops  will  still  enjoy  the  Benefits  of  the  Barracks, 
but  in  consistency  with  the  Interests  of  the  state,  for  we  are  sorry 
to  inform  you  that  £1000  in  Ould  would  not  repair  the  Damages 
those  Buildings  have  sustained  the  last  Tear  only,  &  principally 
owing  to  neglect  &  Misconduct  of  those  who  were  entrusted  with 
the  Care  of  them. 

I  am  Oent. 

with  much  Esteem  &  Consideration, 
Tour  Obed.  Hbble.  sevt 

J.  R. 
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P&BS.  Bbed  to  Board  of  Wab^  1780. 

We  reoei?ed  jonr  Fayour  of  the  81.  Inat*  [alt]  &  are  very  Borry  to 
find  such  an  abuae  of  the  pnblick  InterestB^  as  the  sale  of  Cloathing 
should  be  deemed  below  or  beyond  Punishment.  If  a  soldier  sells 
his  Cloathsy  the  artieles  of  War  present  a  severe  Pupishment.  It 
was  not  to  be  supposed  that  an  Officer  would  be  guilty  of  so 
nnbeooming  &  ungrateful  an  Action  as  making  Merchandize  of  what 
the  State  had  provided  for  his  decent  Appearance  &  Comfort,  & 
therefore  no  Provision  was  made.  But  we  beg  Leave  to  submit  it  to 
your  Consideration  whether  it  does  not  fall  under  that  Article  of 
unofficer  like  k  ungentlemanly  Behaviour,  under  which  we  appro* 
head  many  Offences  not  described  in  the  articles  of  War  naturally 
fall.  We  cannot  in  Justice  to  the  state  think  it  ought  to  be  passed 
over  without  farther  Notice,  &  therefore  are  desirous  the  Board 
would  put  the  Officers  in  the  German  Beg*  complained  of  in  Col. 
Weltner's  letter  on  Tryal,  if  it  is  not  disagreeable  to  the  Board  to 
do  it,  if  it  is  we  shall  think  it  best  to  lay  it  before  the  Oeneral  for 
his  Opinion  &  advice. 

We  received  the  inclosed  Papers  this  morning  on  which  we  should 
be  glad  you  would  take  sueh  Measures  for  Belief  as  the  Case  re- 
quires. 

I  also  inclose  yon  a  Commission  which  has  been  improperly 
directed  to  us ;  but  so  fiv  as  we  are  concerned  are  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  Besignation. 

I  am  Oent.  with  much  Bespeci  &, 

Begard  Tour  Obed.  Hbble  Servt. 
Indanedj  April  4.f 


Pbbs.  Bbed  to  Col,  Wbitkbb,  1780 

Phili.  April  4, 1780. 
8i^ 

I  feeeived  your  VuYcm  by  Capi.  Shrewder,  &  acknowledge  yomr 
Attention  to  Uie  State  with  Bespect  toCapt.  Bioe,  &  hie  liientepants, 
we  have  laid  the  Mlittev  before  the  Board  of  War,  who  we  expect 
will  give  you  Directions  thereupon.  Any  Measures  you  may  think 
proper  to  take  to  punish  so  un^teful,  &  indecent  a  Transaction  & 
provent  the  like  in  future,  will  be  agreeable  to  us,  &  I  have  no 

*  See  page  153. 

t  See  answer  page  165. 
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Doubt  bat  yoarself  &  the  other  Officers  view  in  the  Light  it 
deserves. 

We  also  forwarded  to  the  same  Board  the  Case  of  Capt.  Schott 
&  Selio  ;*  it  would  Dot  be  proper  for  us  to  decide  a  Point  of  military 
Promotion  which  seems  to  be  the  Province  of  military  Gentlemen 
any  Determination  made  by  them  will  be  acceptable  to  us,  &  meet 
our  Concurrence.  Since  I  wrote  the  above,  I  have  received  your 
Favour  of    the  enclosing  a  Copy  of  Col.  Butler's ;  I  am 

extremely  sorry  for  the  bad  News  it  contains,  &  hope  you  will  exert 
yourself  to  give  the  poor  People  all  the  Protection  you  can.  Col. 
An  tie  is  appointed  Contractor  for  the  State,  &  will  by  the  Time  this 
Letter  reaches  you  have  received  his  Instructions.  The  Contractor  of 
Lancaster  County  will  probably  also  have  Direction  from  the  Com- 
missr'  General^  to  forward  a  Part  of  the  Supplies  of  that  County  to 
your  Relief. 

Rebuilding  Fort  Muney  has  been  deemed  by  many  Persons  here  a 
very  proper  Measure.  1  beg  you  will  consult  Col.  Hunter  &  Col. 
Antis,  M'  Martin  &  other  Gentlemen  of  the  County  on  this  Subject, 
&  if  they  concur  let  this  Business  be  set  on  Foot  with  as  little  Delay 
as  possible. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  some  misunderstanding,  has  happened  be* 
tween  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County  &  Yourself.  You  must  be 
sensible,  of  the  very  great  Difierence  of  Treatment  which  is  necessary 
in  this  Country  from  that  of  Europe,  and  that  it  has  a  Tendency  to 
alienate  the  Affection  of  the  People  from  the  Troops.  Be  assured 
nothing  will  more  effeetually  promote  your  Interest  with  this  Council 
than  Tenderness,,  to  the  Persons,  &  Property  of  the  Inhabitants,  & 
we  hope  .as  this  is  the  first  Instance  so  it  will  be  the  last^f  any 
Complaint  on  this  subject.  We  must  particokriy  caution  you 
against  showing  any  Resentment  against  the  Person  complaining  or 
the  Gentlemen  who  have  recommended  his  Complaint  on  this 
account,  but  on  the  other  Hand,  endeavour  in  a  kind  &  friendly 
manner  to  set  them  right  if  they  are  wrong,  or  if  you  have  been  led 
into  any  Inadvertency  or  even  strive  to  reconcile  t  settle  it  in  an 
amicable  Way. 

Upon  Considering  the  Conduct  of  M*"  Rice,  &  his  Lieutenant, 
some  Gentlemen  seem  to  think  that  if  they  had  a  Surplus  of  Cloaks 
&  can  appear  on  the  Parade  or  elsewhere  in  suitable  Apparell  becoming 
their  Rank  that  their  Sale  of  their  Cloathing  may  be  deemed 
excusable ;  this  may  easily  be  known,  &  if  it  is  found  otherwise  there 
can  be  no  Doubt  of  the  Propriety,  of  your  considering  tken  aa 
DeUnqaeats,  &  treating  them  accordingly. 

I  am  sir,  your  most  obbed  k  very, 

Hbble  serv. 

.*  See  page  163. 

t  See  CeL  Reo.,  YoL  XII.,  p.  809. 
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P&B8.  BbBD  to  QsS.  WASHUfGTONy   17S0. 

Sir, 

By  a  late  aet  of  Asflembly  of  ibis  State  for  procuring  a  Sopplj  of 
Floor  Hajy  Short  ForagQ;  Salt  &  Bum  for  the  Use  of  the  Continental 
Armj;  the  Supreme  execative  are  authorised  &  impowered  to  have 
the  Same  conveyed  to  such  Porta  &  Places  within  the  State  as  jour 
Szoelk  diall  direct  &  appoint.  Our  Purchasers  being  appointed  & 
aedDg  in  their  several  Offices,  it  now  becomes  necessary  for  me  to 
request  your  Exoeli'  to  make  the  above  Appointment.  The  great 
Expenditure  of  Provisions  &  Forage  in  this  State  &  particularly  in 
this  City  will  we  fear  soon  consume  the  whole  Supply  if  it  could  be 
procared  before  the  next  Harvest  but  as  this  cannot  be  done  it  will 
be  the  more  incumbent  to  use  the  utmost  Economy  in  the  Distribu- 
tion, and  as  Gen.  Greene  is  on  the  Spot  we  shall  communicate  fully 
to  him  our  sentiments  not  doubting  his  Concurrence  &  your  Excell^ 
Approbation  in  the  Retrenching  of  every  unnecessary  Expence. 
The  daily  Consumption  of  Hay  in  this  I^ace  is  rated  at  10  Tons  upon 
the  Calculation  of  141b  of  Hay  to  each  Horse  there  must  be  1400  Hor- 
ses fed  in  this  City  who.  will  require  near  4000  Tons  in  the  Year 
whereas  the  whole  Demand  for  the  State  is  but  1700.  We  flatter 
ourselves  that  we  shall  be  able  to  collect  our  full  Proportion  &  that  in 
the  Mode  of  conducting  the  Business  it  will  not  be  found  necessary 
to  keep  up  so  many  Posts  in  the  Country  which  consumed  the  Sup- 
plies in  a  very  great  Proportion. 

Agreteble  to  your  Excell'*  Desire  last  foil  we  sent  Notices  into 
every  Part  of  the  Country  for  the  Officers  on  Parole  to  go  to  New 
Yoik  w^e  do  not  know  of  any  who  being  on  the  Enemys  List  have 
refused  or  neglected  except  Ool.  Hannum  of  Chester  County  whose 
BeasoDS  are  set  forth  in  the  enclosed  Papers  which  I  send  for  your 
Excell'"  Perusal  k  Consideration.  I  am  with  every  Sentiment  of 
Reject  &  Begard. 

'    Tour  Excel!''  most  obed. 
&  very  Hbble  Serv. 

JOS.  REED. 

Indarsedf 
April  4. 
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Iksteuoixon  to  Gou  Bull,  1780. 

i 
In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  AprU  5Ui,  1780. 
Sir, 

You  being  appointed  Commissioner  of  Purchases  for  the  County 
of  Philadelphia  and  the  necessity  of  entering  upon  that  duty  being 
very  urgent  and  requiring  the  utmost  diligence  and  atttention  you 
will  not  fail  to  exert  yourself  to  the  utmost  herein.  Before  you 
enter  upon  the  execution  of  this  trust  you  are  to  giTQ  bond  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  your  trust  with  one  or  more  sufficient  sureties. 
The  sum  required  by  the  Council  is  thirty  thousand  pounds,  and  the 
inclosed  bond  being  executed  is  to  be  deposited  in  the  Office  of  (he 
Prothonotary  of  your  County  who  will  judge  of  the  Sufficiency  of  your 
bondsman.  You  are  also  to  take  an  oath  or  affirmation,  that  you 
will  diligently  and  faithfnlly  without  favour  affection  or  partiality 
execute  the  Duty  and  trust  reposed  in  you  by  an  Aot  of  Qeneral 
Assembly  of  this  Commonwealtli  entitled  *^  An  Act  for  procuring 
a  supply  of  provisions  and  other  necessaries  for  the  use  of  the  Army.'' 

You  are  to  purchase  the  following  articles  within  your  County, 
not  exceeding  in  price  the  rates  affixed  to  eaeh  article  to  wit  three 
hundred  tons  of  hay  at  six  pounds  per  ton,  seventy  five  hundred 
bushels  of  Indian  Com  at  four  Shillings  per  bushel,  or  fifteen  thou* 
sand  bushels  of  oats  at  two  shillings  and  six  pence  per  bushel,  and 
five  hundred  barrels  of  flour  at  thirty  shillings  per  hundred  weight 
gross.  The  flour  you  are  to  deliver  to  Colonel  Ephraim  Blaines  dep- 
uty and  the  forage  you  are  to  deliver  to  Owen  Biddle  Esquire  who 
is  appointed  by  the  Quarter  Master  Q^nend  to  reoeive  the  same. 

For  the  payment  of  the  articles  above  mentioned  money  will  be 
>ut  into  their  hands  as  soon  as  it  can  possibly  be  got  ready  agreea* 
ily  to  th^  late  Act  of  General  Assembly. 
I  am  Sir  with  much  respect, 

Your  obedient  and  very  humble  Servant, 

JOS.  REED, 
President. 

To  John  Bull,  Esquiroi  Commissioner  of  Purchases  in  the  Ooa»ty 
ofPhilad-. 


E 
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Majoe  Qm.  GRxnm  to  Peku  Rbxd,  1780. 

Hiiladelphia,  5th  April,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  inclosed  rdtani  made  to  me  'bytte  Gomm^'  General  of  Forage 
wfll  pohit  ont  tb  jenr  Exe^enej  the  distriofs  in  which,  and  the 
pereoHB  to  whom  it  will  be  reanisite  to  deliver  f\nrage  for  the  imme- 
&uiite  flobeistence  Of  the  pnblie  horses  in  this  State.  I  request  the 
&vimr  of  jonr  Excellency  to  give  the  necessary  orders  to  the  State 
Par^Mksers  accordingly.'^ 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  Bespect. 
Sir, 

yonr  most  obed^  serrant, 

NAIH.  GREENE, 
Q.M.Q. 

Imdoned, 
From  Gen.  Greene,  Bead  in  Conncil  April  5, 1780.    . 

T.  M.  Sec^. 

Directed^  ^ 

Hi3  Excellency  the  President  of  the  State  ai  Pennsylvania. 


BoABD  0?  Wa&  to  Pbbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

War  Office,  April  6th,  1780. 
Sir, 

We  received  yonr  favour  of  the  4th  Instant-f  The  Board  have 
an  eqnal  detestation  with  the  Ooanetl  of  the  Conduct  of  the  Officers, 
wha  were  nngeotlemanly  enovgh  tO'^spCBo  of 'their  Otoathing,  not 
mIj  at  ihs  thing  Is  in  Uaelf  mnpnft  bnt^aa  it  tend»1n  its  example  fo 
diHgiMiMe  Ckmasqninesf*  •  JtWM^oiy'liMrefbire,  from  an  avenfioii 
to  hsf^  ik  QBeaia  pnMsked ;  b^flirom  a'ftar  of  not  sncceediaff 
in  tWr  omrielfatt,  *.*  thai'  an  nnam9i»r  tttMnpt  to  Punish  would 
hiiiiwuiimtiho  IViitioB,  thattto  Bodrtadno^tdke  meatis  to  have 
thattfiiuitad.  itf  any  oontliliett  eau  hehid,  itttostbenndfr  this 
AsAlemMtMnod  ki  yonr  JfaMMnoy's  LoHer,  which  depends  upon 

*  Bee  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XU.,  p.  806. 

t  See  page  169.  .    . 

Vol.  VIII.— « 
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the  Interpretation  the  oflkers  on  the  oonrt  MtrtU  chooie  to  pye  to 
it.  We  win  send  Oopiee  of  the  LeMen  Which  hftv«  pwyd  ^on  the 
eabjecty  to  the  Commander  in  ohief^  and  if  he  is  of  opinion  that  an 
Arreat  &  Tryalahoold  be  had,  we  will  reqaert  him  to  order  the  ofi- 
oers  to  be  immediately  arrested. 

We  are  extremely  ooneemed  at  the  Oondnet  of  Col*  Weltner,  as 
set  fbrUi  m  M'  B^er^s  Memorka  k  W  MaoUj's  Lett*,  Cofto  of 
whieh  we  will  send  to  the  Oeaend  k  give  notice  to  Ool*  Weltner  •f 
the  Complaint  1/  the  oommander  in  Chief  shall  deem  it  proper  to 
order  any  other  Bajpment  into  that  Qaarter^  we  shall  be  peirihellj 
satisfied — ^bat  we  ooold  wish  Col""  WeUaer  ooold  be  oonvinoed  of  the 
impropriety  of  his  Conduct,  as  the  Removal  of  Tro(^  is  attoided 
witii  many  difficulties.  At  any  rate  (supposing  the  all^tiona 
against  Col.  Weltner  to  be  true)  we  are  of  opinion  it  would  be  beet 
to  have  another  officer  stationed  as  Commandant,  for  if  Cd.  Weltner 
is  unpopular,  however  Innocent,  he  wiR  not  have  the  Influence 
among  the  People  such  kind  of  service  requires.* 
We  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  highest  respect, 

your  obed.  Serv*^, 

RICHARD  PETERS,* 
By  Order. 

Directed^ 
His  Excellency  President  Reed. 
(War  Office) 


pRBS.  Bkbd  to  Col.  Samuel  Humtbb,  1780. 

PUlad.,  April  7, 1780. 

8ir, 

I  h«vn  received  your  F«v«lnr  ef  !tii#fi<  Ittf^  k  hH  it  beCmOe 
CooBciL    We  aiaeeacly  f^gmi  k  ifmpathike  irith  you  an  the  n- 
-         "     {hrlaO  -  .    .      - 


stale  of  yowCloiMlgr  laOoM^ueiMaaf  t)M  laie  iDcnsioBa  af 
the'lAdians.  As  the  GeraMtt  BmsHi.  naa  preoared  wkh  wma.Biil- 
aiOty  we  flatteied  oanelvea  it  vmU  bm  «i  van  ,§Bmmd  aaikAaticB. 
CoL  Weltaer  infcma  «» th^tMJuwiwaiai^hhmsit  SBi2mmmam,k 
we  laallytaive  thcrgMilsat  SifiaBllHBiB  onpp^piai^idai-^idMit 
Mannar  thefefors  we  ahoilldlHaM  what  wouM  ha  ntcsssaiy-fiir  ^ 
great  Number  of  Hilitia  in  the  preaent  exhausted  State  of  the 

*Seepagtl61.  t8eepsgel67. 
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Ceaatry I omsotbe  tnftNnudd  hj vaj Peiwii  I haye  yet ooiTened 
with.    You  hme  had  muob  Sxpeneooe  of  Militia  for  aome  Time 
pasly  do  yon  find  that  Aid  to  be  efiei^nal  ia  repreaaing  the  iDcursions 
of  the  Indiana — Do  they  give  effeotual  Cheeks  to  their  Ravages — if 
they  do  ft  the  Servioes  they  render  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Frontiers 
oompensate  for  the  Ezpenoe  &  trouble  whieh  attend  them  we  shall 
endeavour  to  give  you  this  Assistance  as  soon  as  the  State  of  the  Militia 
will  admit  I  make  no  Ponbt  yen  have  observed  that  the  Militia  Lair 
expired  this  Spring,  so  that  there  is  now  a  new  Arrangement  of  that 
Business  which  wUl  require  Time  &  Industry.     The  Council  have 
reappointed  you  to  that  Office  &  I  trust  the  Compensation  will  uow 
be  more  adequate  to  the  Trouble.     You  will  receive  herewith  the 
MiUy&Law — ^yoar  Commission  as  Lieutenant  &  the  like  for  the  Sub 
lieutenants.     We  would  wish  to  give  you  all  possible  Relief  &  have 
as  the  first  step  sent  up  the  Commissions  of  the  Officers  of  the  Com- 
pany voted  by  ibe  Hooae  for  the  Defenoe  of  the  Ftontitf,  we  wish 
we  oould  also  add  thai  we  had  sent  Money  to  begin  recruiiiBg,  but 
that  is  not  in  our  Power  for  the  Reasons  mention^  in  my  Letter  of 
yeaterday— -We  shall,  also  provide  Ammunition,  &o.^  &  it  is  our 
earnest  Desire  that  you  would  encourage  the  young  Men  of  the 
Conntiy  to  go  in  small  Partaea  &  harass  the  Enemy.    In  Jbrmer 
Indian-  Wars  it  was  frequently  done  &  with  great  Advantage- 
Anxious  as  we  are  to  do  you  all  the  Service  we  can  we  have  observed 
with  Concern  that  our  Measures  for  your  Relief  have  been  dreadfully 
expensive  to  the  State  with  little  Advantage  to  you,  we  do  not  reed- 
iect  one  single  Instance  of  receiving  a  single  Captive  or  Plunder, 
idlling  or  taking  any  of  the  Enemy  tbo  so  many  Pursuits  have  been 
Attempted,  which  plainly  sfaewa  that  your  Dependance  on  suoh  dis- 
tant Aid  ia  very  defeetive-^The  Council  would  h  do  for  this  Purpose 
authorise  yon  to  offer  the  following  Premiums  for  ever^F  male  Priso- 
ner whether  white  or  Indian  if  the  forn^r  is  acting  with  the  latt^ 
1500  Dollacs  &  1000  for  every  Indian  Soalp.    The  Proof  must  be 
left  to  your  own  Discretion  not  doubtiuff  your  Care  to  i^event  Impo- 
sition— ^Last  French  War  Seeret  Expeditions  were  set  on  foot  by  the 
Inhabitants  which  were  m«re  effeeftial  tl|an  any  Sort  of  defensive 
Operations.    We  most  eavnestly  recommend  it  to  you  to  revive  that 
same  Spirit  &  any  Plan  concerted  with  Secrecy  &  Prudence  shall 
have  our  Conencrenoe  &  Support.  The  Commissary  Gen.  has  ordered 
frovisiona  for  the  Troops  whidi  I  hope  will  relieve  the  preseni  ne- 
oeasilgr*    We  have  not  been  able  to  prooure  the  Votes  of  di»  Assem- 
bly so  as  to  send  the  recruiting  Instructions  with  the  CommissieBS, 
but  as  soon  as  the  Cleck  of  the  House  retovns  to  Town  we  will 
forward  them  ft  we  hope  accompanied  with  Mpuey,  whiok  we  appre- 
hend to  be  more  neoesssry  than  the  Compissions.    In  tbs  mean 
Time  if  tbe  Qentlemen  accept  4^  naa  able  to  prooure  Men  we  hope 
thev  will  do  it,  ft  if  the  County  can  subsist  them  for  the  present  we 
will  defrv  the  E^qjienbe. .  Our  SiiuatioD  is  so  eritieal  ft  difficult 
that  your  own  Bxertiona  liinst  now  be  depended  on — ft  with  the 
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AfldsttDoe  of  tlie  QermaB  Regiment,  wkleb  is  oontridered  no  ineon* 
siderable  Sapporft^  we  tnut  your  Difioalties  will  grow  lees. 
I  am  Sir,  with  much  Esteem, 

your  obed.  &  very 

HbblServ. 


Gbnl.  St.  Claib  to  P&bs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Camp  near  Morris  Town,  April  8th,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  was  yesterday  waited  upon  by  a  Depntation  from  the  Surgeons 
and  Bfates  of  the  Line  to  inform  me  that  tiiey  designed  to  resign 
their  Commissions  and  appointments  on  the  20<^  Day  of  May  next, 
and  requesting  that  I  might  give  notice  to  the  State  of  th^  such 
Design,  that  it  might  be  in  the  Power  of  the  Executive  Branch  to 
provMe  others,  in  season.  This  was  t)ccaBioncd  by  certain  Proceed- 
ings of  Congress  of  the  8*  of  January  Last,  published  in  Dunkp's 
Paper  of  the  18*^  of  March,  which  they  brougnt  with  them,  and  by 
which  it  appears  the  Allowance  of  half  Pay  for  seven  Years  for  them 
was  refused,  and  the  Gratuity  in  Lands  lost  on  the  Question  by  a 
Division  of  the  House.  I  represented  to  them  that  they  did  not 
depend  npon  Congress  for  either,  but  upon  the  State,  whicn  had,  b^ 
a  Law,  entitled  them  to  half  Pay  for  Life,  and  a  Gratificataon  in 
Lands,  but  as  I  had  not  the  Law  I  could  not  convince  them ;  nor 
indeed  am  I  oertain  that  I  was  righl,  for  1  have  an  imperfect  remem- 
brance of  some  Words  in  the  Law,  as  it  stood  when  published  for 
Consideration,  which  would  perhaps  exclude  them  by  a  rigid  Inter- 
pretation. I  went  however  so  &r  as  to  assure  them  it  was  my  con* 
stant  Opinion  that  the  State  intended  them  the  same  Advantages  as 
all  other  Officers  in  the  Line,  and  that  if  there  was  any  Doubt  about 
it,  or  any  ambiguous  Expression  by  which  that  intention  might  pos- 
sibly be  defeated,  I  was  oertain  an  amendment  would  be  made  at  the 
next  Sestton.  I  am  pretty  sure  that  I  have  not  mistaken  the  Inten- 
tion of  the  Assembly,  but  ft  will  be  very  satisfactory  if  you  will 
please  to  mention  your  Sentiments,  and  if  they  coincide  with  what  I 
nave  said  will  make  them  easy — and  the  Resignation  of  all  the  re^- 
mental  m^ieal  People  at  once,  besides  that  they  cannot  be  wanted, 
would  have  ai^  ill  Effsct  upon  Many  in  a  different  Walk.  Would 
be  glad  that  Congress  would  take  the  Matters  of  the  Army  up  upon 
one  large  uniform  Scale,  and  not  lay  themselves  and  others  under 
the  Necessity  of  continual  patching. 

As  I  expect  soon  to  have  the  Honour  to  pay  yon  my  Ilespectii 
in  Philadelphia,  any  Answer  yoo  may  think  proper  to  send  to  this 
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jou  nill  please  to  direct  either  for  me  or  the  Oifieer  eommaDdiog 
the  IMflifD. 

I  am  Sir, 

with  great  Respeot  asd  Esteem 

Your  Ezoellenc/s  most  obedient  servaAt, 

A'  ST.  OLAIE. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Ezcellencj  Joseph  Beed^  Esquire,  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 
Bfaf  Ge&>  St.  Ckir. 


Owjor  BiDDLB  TO  AiTDBflw  Doz,  1780. 

Philad-,  8«  Aprilj  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  this  momeat  Moeived  Satj.fonr  horses  belonging  to  the 
poblio  bom  the  Delaware.  Stale  where  they  can  be  no  longer;  be* 
sides  these  there  are  forty  whieh  Gol^  Mitchel  ordersd  to  Northwaloi 
which  have  had  no.feed  these  24  hoars,,  as  the  person  who  has  the 
eare  of  them  informs  me.  We  are  intirely  destitnte  of  every  kmd 
of  provender;  onr  leHaaoe  is  wholly  upon  tiie  State  GommMsionen 
lor  a  sapply.  If  yon  ei^uiot  make  an  immediate  provision  for  the 
support  A  these  harass  they  Bwst  perish,  (as  I  cannot  obtain  antho- 
ity  to  dispose,  of  them.)  A  dronmstanceof  this  .nature  will  be 
attended  with  a  loss  of  an  inuaense  Sum  to  the  United  States,  and 
IScewise  prove  the  source  of  many  difficulties  to  the  army. 

I  do  therefiore  request  your  utmost  exet&ms  ta  help  us  in  this 
pressing  emeigeaoy. 

I  am  with  due  esteem, 

Ifonr  Obed' bum«  8erv«, 

OWEN  BIDDLE, 

Ass.  C.  G.  Forage. 
JHrectedf 

Public  Service. 

Andrew  Doz,  Esquire,  GommisflT^  of  Purchases,  Philadelphia. 

Forage  Office. 
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Pbbs.  Bbbd  to  Bbv.  Josbph  Montgomeby,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  Favoar  of  tEe  2"  Inst,  bos  been  dnly  xeoeived.  We  feel  & 
tbaftk  yaa  for  yo^r  kind  Attention  to  the  distressed  Inhabitants  of 
the  Frontiers,  &  hope  while  yon  stay  among  £hem  your  kind  Gon^c^ 
lations  as  well  as  friendly  Aaviee  will  not  be  wanting.  It  has  been 
in  many  Respects  a  most  distresBiBg  Event  ft  affsots  ns  the  more  as 
the  Exhausted  State  of  the  Treasury  ft  the  Renovatitnci  of  the  MilW 
tia  Law  deprive  ns  of  the  Means  of  giving  the  ezpeoted  Belief. 
The  amaaing  Slowness  in  Collecting  pnblick  Taxes  bangs  like  a 
Millstone  round  the  Neck  of  all  our  publick  Operations — ^we  can 
scarcely  command  sufficient  for  the  smaU  ft  common  Purposes  of 
civil  Government,  ft  in  'the  Predicament  Congress  calls  daily  ft 
loudly — ^the  Froatieto  exobiai  witli  Angoash,  ft  we  are  now  reduced 
to  the  painful  Necessity  of  listening  to  Distress  we  cannot  relieve  ft 
Claima  we  camnat  salasfy-«the  poor  People  like  the  Waggoner  in 
the  Fable,  must  put  their  own  Shoulders  to  the  Wheel  as  well  aa 
call  on  Hercules.— On  these  Occasions  our  Aid  is  so  distant  that  I 
do  not  teeolleot  an  Tnstaaiie  \rhea  it  has  psoved  eieatiiaL  W«  will 
endeavour  to  simply  them  with  AmmttnilieB,  ProvinaM,  ft  suc!| 
like  Assistaitce;  we  will  gfve  Bewards  la  Iheaa  who  distiajraiah 
ihemselves — ^in  short  Wfr  will  do  any  Thbg  to  ereate  tha^  Spirift 
Which  is  so  necessary  in  an  India«  War,  a  Spirit  of  Hostility  ft 
Enterpriie  which  will  eaiiy  our  yomff  Mm  to  their  Towns.— ^ur« 
priaes,  Amboseadeay  fto,  have  been  ft  I  fear  will  be  found  the  only 
true  Weapons  to  fight  the  SaasfeSi-'-^ae  offenaiva  Expedition  for< 
aaerly  gave  Peaoe  to  tiie  Weaftem  E^ntiera-^  npt  this  now  praoti* 
oable }  if  anv  Object  presents  miflht  we  not  xeaume  that  System  t 
I  am  persuaded  nothing  else  will  £>.-«>31ie  whole  Cbntinental  Army 
with  the  Riches  of  half  America  to  mpport  it  would  net  prevent 
these  Ravages  if  they  do  not  feel  the  Distress  they  inAiet  on  otiiecsL 
I  do  not  mean  Expeditions  on  a  great  Beak  of  military  Parade^  but 
secretly  concerted,  prudently  conducted,  ft  adapted  to  the  Nature  of 
the  Enemy.    . 

With  many  kind  Wishes  ft  much  Esteem, 
I  am  Dear  Sir, 

Tour  Affect,  ft 

Obed.  Hbble  Senr. 

Directed^ 

To  The  Revd.  Mr.  Joseph  Montgomery  at  Sunbury. 
Indorsed  April  8. 
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Lt.  Col.  WuisrsB  i!0  Boa&d  ov  Wab,  1780. 

Nortliiiaberliiid,  April  9«^,  1780. 

HoD'd  Su> 

Indosed  I  aend  job  %  d^j  of  tlie  dmniioft  of  «m  Petot  B«q« 
vbo  VM  ktolj  takes  maonet  hj  th^  Imhuu  on  tlie  29^  of  HarQli 
LmI  wd  IiAppily  9»ad«  his  Moape  irUh  thveo  more  of  Ut  fellow 

I  have  Iseen  infoniied  by  letter  from  Ou>tiiii  Selin  sUftioned  tl 
Vfjinmnf  thai  iken  were  three  of  tho  AihaMtaBtB  of  that  plaoe 
taken  pnaoners  by  anothar  ptr4gr  of  Indiaiia  and  also  Hade  theit 
aoeapOy  lolled  two  and  wowiaed  three  of  the  IndiaDa  and  bioqgbt  in 
six  rillefli  one  awotd  and  fWa  Tomahawka.  Ther  aaj  npon  their 
waj  urn  the  riyer,  they  ftll  in  npon  two  partiea  of  Ixidiaa%  one  party 
25  and  tlM  ether  8  ooniiag  down  to  fall  on  die  Weat  BranoL 

I  haTO  thifl  monent  reoMTod  an  expieaa  from  tibe  Weat  Branoh 
abont  twelvo  nnka  from  thia  Town  that  the  Indiana  have  killed  and 
pealped  one  man  and  two  Ghildreiiu  took  one  woman  pnaoneri  bnt 


aha  happily  made  her  eaom  from  them  in  the  night  The  Ooontiry 
ia  yexy  mueh  alarmed,  and  lihefy  to  (jo  to  the  Mm  aa  thigr  eannoft 
ba  supplied  with  piotiaiona*  ammnnitionf  or  flinw^  thaoe  C^modi- 
tiee  bein^  ao  Tary  aoaroe.  I  have  manned  three  material  out  poata, 
toS  Fort  Jenkinsy  Fori  Montgomery  and  Boaleya  m31a«  It  la  onl 
of  ihy  power  to  aeatter  my  men  any  more,  aa  I  have  aoaroely  aa 
numy  men  in  Town  aa  will  map  2  pieoea  of  artillenr. 
.  without  there  ia  a  reinforoement  aant  to  man  the  Weat  Branohp 
I  da  really  tbidk  the  Inhahitanta  will  not  be  able  to  atand  tbeb 
gtouudy  aa  alao  a  aofficient  quantity  of  psoTiaiona^  or  I  will  be 
obliged  to  oTaeuate  the  poat  myaelf. 

I  am  Gantlemen  yoor 

moatob*  Serv^ 

LUD.  WELTNERj  L'  CoK 
Com*. 
Copy. 

JXrectsdf 
Hon'ble  Board  of  War  Philadelphia. 
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Wm.  Maclay  to  Council,  1780, 

'  Sonburyi  April  9tk^  1780. 
Sir, 

A  Naml>er  of  PrisonerSj  wlio  were  taken  hj  the  Indians;  and 
carried  near  Tioga,  are  just  come  in^  having  rose  on  the  Ibdians 
killed  some,  dispersed  the  Rest  and oompleatly  effected  their  Escape: 
while  in  Possession  of  The  Indians  they  had  the  following  informa- 
tion :  That  one  hnndred  Indians  left  Niagara  last  Fall.  That  they 
rec'd  as  much  Cloathing  as  they  wanted^  each  man  four  Blanket8| 
when  they  came  about  Tioga,  they  found  Fat  Cattle  which  they 
killed,  and  buih  Themselves  Houses.  They  gave  the  Prisoners 
some  of  the  Beef  which  was' very  Fat.  That  th^  hundred  Indians 
all  set  off  to  war,  when  they  did.  (N.  B.  we  know  only  of  three 
Partieil  having  been  down  on  this  Oounty,  all  of  whom  by  the  best 
Accounts,  amount  to  about  forty.)  Thart  they  expected  Col.  Brant 
with  oujB  hundred  &  fifty  Warmors  ev^  day.  That  as  soon  as  the 
Leaves  were  green'  five  hundred  and  fijty  Indians  ^ould  strike  at 
different  Places  between  Schene<ftady  and'Fortr  Pitt.  That  the 
British  at  Niagara,  paid  them  fifty  shillings  "for  a  Scalp  ft  five 
pounds  for  a  Prisoner  That  Three  Towns  Were  left  untouched,  by 
Qen'  Sullivan,  one  of  them  a  very  large  one:  The  Prisoners  spoke 
to  them  of  Peace,  they  said  some  MohawKs  had  mentioned  it  to^them 
But  they  would  make  none.  Col.  Hunter  this  moment  calls  on  me, 
a  fourth  Party  of  Indians,  struck  last  nisht  at  nineo^Clock  at  his 
Plantation  on  the  West  Branch  of  Snsquehannah  about  fifteen  miles 
from  this  Place;  a  man  and  Child  were  kSled  and  a  Woman  taken ; 
we  do  not  know  the  Strength  of  this  Party;  The  Inhabitants  bave 
been  flying  this  week  past ;  I  believe  there  will  not  be  one  Family 
in  Northumberland  Town  Before  to  nf orrow  morning.  I  will  not 
attempt  describing  our  distress.  The  Ckrman  Reg^  are  posted  at 
four  different  Places,  But  I  do  not  find  that  they  ever  stir  a  foot  out 
of  their  posts  without  sopie  other  Support,  it  seems  likely  That  this 
Countv  will  be  totally  abandoned. 

And  while  the  English  continue  to  supply  the  Indians  at  Niagara, 
pay  them  and  support  them  as  at  Present,  Peace  with  the.  Indians 
(in  my  opinion)  is  nnatainable.  We  ought  to  have  Niagara  cost  what 
it  will;  The  Reasons,  to  me  at  least  appear  many  &  strong;  The 
French  of  Detroit  would  instantly  declare  for  usy'and  by  means  of 
their  Influence,  The  Indian  Disturbances  would  be  quelled  in  the 
Whole  western  Region,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio.  No  Pass  per- 
haps in  the  World  commands  the  Communication  of  so  great  an 
Extent  of  Inland  Country ;  of  what  vast  Consequences  to  the  united 
States,  would  the  Possession  of  this  place  be  ?  should  a  Treaty  of 
Peace  come  on  the  Carpet.  A  Small  armey  well  equipped,  secrecy 
and  dispatch  are  most  certainly  all  that  can  be  necessary  for  this* 
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Purpooe.    Ton  may  easflj  gaeis  that  I  am  mnoh  hnrried  and  (kr 
from  being  easy  in  mind,  aa  I  have  my  Family  amidst  thi^  Confu- 
sion.    I  am  kowever  in  good  health  and  with  great  Regard. 
Sir  y  moat  obed«  ft  most  Hble  Ser?« 


W-.  HAGLAT. 


Dear  Sr, 

Ab  I  have  not  time  to  Writs  EndeaTouring  to  Baiie  a  party  to 
follow  those  SsTages^  my  Sentiments  is  Contained  in  the  aboTO 
Letter. 

Tonr  Homb'  Ser?* 

SAM'  HUNTBB. 

Pablie  Serriee. 

Timothy  Matlaek  Bsqnira  Seeretary  to  the  Hon'Ue  ExeentiTO 
Council  of  PennsylTania. 

10  faTOur  of      ) 
Capf  Boyd.      J. 


Bbsolti  Of  Covaaiss,  1780. 

April  l(h^  1780. 
Besolved, 

That  it  be  and  hereby  is  reeommendod  to  the  Goremora  or  Pms- 
idente  of  the  seyeral  States,  who  grant  oommisaions  for  private 
vessels  of  War,  that  on  the  back  of  the  oommission  there  be  inserted 
a  minute  description  of  the  persons  of  the  captain  and  his  lieutenant, 
with  their  age,  stature,  oomplexion  &  respectively  certified  by  the 
Governor  or  President  under  his  seal  of  office. 

That  where  commissions  commonly  ealbd  lettiM  of  Marque  and 
reprisal,  aie  gpanted  to  armed  vessels-going  on  mercantile  voyages, 
the  master  and  his  chief  mate  be  required  to  undersign  their  dear- 
snoee  in  ike  presence  of  the  naval  officer  of  the  port,  who  is  also  to 
insert  on  the  back  of  the  clearance  a  minute  description  of  the 
persons  iA  the  master  and  claef  mate,  with  their  ase,  stature,'  com- 
plexion fto.  reflectively,  and  to  certify  the  same  under  his  signature 
ft  seal  of  office. 

Extract  ft^im  the  mbutes. 

GEO.  BOND,  Dep'y  sec'y. 
8* 


174  PBNNSTLTANIA  ABOHIVB&  176«. 


Don  Juak  De  Mibaues  to  Pbbb.  Bsxi>^  1780. 

Hon  tgeu  oher  Monsieur, 

Devant  Expedier  promptem*  la  Sohonner  Buk  Skin,  Cap.  John 
WilaoDy  poor  porter  des  Paqoetfi.  »a  Oouvemenr  de  la  Havana  ]  ie 
Soahaite  envoyer  par  lad*  ooasion  trente  Barrils  de  farinne  pour  la 
Provision,  de  ma  famille  k  de  mes  Parents, en oonseqnenoe Jepreods 
la  liberty  de  vous  prior  Monsieur  de  vouloir  m'en  aecorder  la  fihUwii 
de  qqqy  je  vew  en  aunsi  <m»  wilaMe  reoonnoiiiianee.  '^'/ 

J'aj  Phonneur  d'etre  aveetoot  le  Bespect  ftc%  '       ' 

Monneur  Yptre  tr^s  hum  &  tr^s  ob*  servif, 

JUAN*  De  MIBALLEa  * 
Ce  10  avril,  1780. 
A  Son  Exo'«  Jos^  Beed,  Esq. 


lO 


Saml.  Hobgdon  to  Pbes.  Bebd,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  April  10th. 

Sir, 

A  few  dm  sinee  I  waited  on  yon  with  a  request  from  the  hon'ble 
Board  of  War  for  >n  Order  for  One  of  the  eight  howitaers  belonginff 
to  the  Continent,  (\>y  loan)  now  in  the  possession  of  this  State — and 
I  have  called  several  times  since,  for  answer,  \mt  not  having  the 
happiness  to  fiqd  your  Bzoellency  at  home,  have  taken  the  liberty 
to  request  that  I  may  be  favoured  (by  the  bearer  or  as  spon  after  as 
is  convenient,)  with  an  order  for  obtaining  the  hoit,  as,  the  Oentle- 
man  who  is  to  take  it  in  charge  is  arrived  from  Camp. 
With  due  respect, 

.  I  as|  Jquvinait  Obt.  Servt*, 

SAML.  HODGDON,  D.  C.  Q.  Ms. 

His  Excellency,  Jo^ph  Beed,  l^sg,.  Preset  :^  ^, 

Com.  Gen.  Mil*  stores  QKee.  .  «. 

*  See  Col.  Eec.,  yW-  9TIfii9«.^16>  :M«i0  allowed  to  ship  80  barrels  of 
flour  as  requested  aboYe. 
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BoAED  or  Wak  to   Pkbs.  Bbed,  1780. 

War  Qflfoe,  April  11^  1780. 

We  hikve  the  bononr  to  enclose  joa  a  oopy  of  a  resolution  of 
CbnmflS  passed  this  day,  directing  ns  to  apply  to  yov  Ezoellenoy 
&  the  Saprema  executive  oounoiT  of  this  Sute  for  a  quantity  of 
forage  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  horses  at  this 
ppsa.  We  shall  immediate  v  take  measures  to  ascertain  the  number 
of  borses  here  which  are  the  property  of  the  United  StateSi  and 
agreeably  to  the  determination  of  Congress  the  isBues  of  forage  wiQ 
be  restricted  to  them :  in  the  mean  time  we  earnestly  request  your 
Excellency  and  the  Hon^^"  Council  will  be  pleased  to  cause  fifty  tons 
of  bay  &  five  hundred  bnshels  of  Indian  Com  or  other  short  forage 
equivalent  to  be  furnished  to  the  deputy  quarter  master  general  at 
tluB  post  as  speedily  as  possible^  as  the  horsed  are  in  the  utmost  dan« 
ger  St  starving.  Of  the  additional  quantity  of  forage  which  will  be 
wanted  here,  we  will  inform  your  Excellency  when  we  have  ascer- 
tained the  numbec  of  hones  to  be  fed. 

We  have  the  bonoui  to  be  wHh  great  tespeeti 
your  BxeeUenoy's 
most  6bed«  Servant, 
By  order  of  the  Board, 

TIAL  PICKERING. 

P.  &    We  are  »o«r  inforaMd  tlpai  after  tlja  night  there  will  be 
no  forage  for  any  of  the  public  horses. 

To  His  Bxcellency  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


RssoitJTioir  OP  CoNOBBSs,  1780. 

In  Congress,  April  11«^,  1780. 
Bflflohred,  Aat  tiie  Board  Of  War  cause  enquiry  to  be  made  con- 
eemin|  the  State  of  the  Horses  referred  to  in  the  Letter  from  J. 
Oox  of  the  9*  and  take  order  for  the  preservation  of  such  as  are  the 
property  of  the  United  State»-Hmd  for  that  purpose  that  the  Board 
request  of  the  Preddent  &  -supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  so  much  of  the  forage  to  be  furnished  by  the  said 
Qtale  s{g«eably  to  iUb  leiOlvilott  of  GcngMss  of  2i*^  Februsry  last  as 
tiie  Board  may  think  necessary 

Extract  from  thtf  B^nutea, 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 
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P&ES.  Bebd  to  Ool.  Jacob  Stboud,  &c.y  1780. 

Gentlemeiii 

We  received  jour  B^toot  iy  M'  Eortrighfc  &  sympathue  with  you 
in  tbe  Distress  which  this  unexpected  and  cruel  InYaaion  of  .die 
Savages  has  occasioned.  We  have  as  the  first  Step  of  Relief  deliv- 
ered M'  Kortright  200»*  of  Powder  800  Lead  &  500  Flints  whieh 
will  be  delivered  by  him  to  M^  Ejicklin  Lieutenant  of  the  County  to 
be  forwarded  to  the  Places  where  most  wanted.  We  must  recon^- 
mend  to  you  great  care  in  keeping  as  well  as  Oeoonomy  in  using  the 
Ammunition  as  it  is  grown  a  very  scarce  &  difficult  Article  to  be 
procured.  We  have  ialso  directed  UoL  Kaoklin  to  order  out  a  Glass 
of  the  Mititia  on  Tour  of  Duty  to  march  up  to  your  Townships  with 
as  little  Delay  as  possible.  At  the  same  Time  we  cannot  help  ex- 
pressing our  ApprehcDsions  that  the  Benefit  you  will  derive  from 
them  will  not  be  any  way  proportioned  to^he  ezpence,  Trouble  t 
Difficulty  occasioned  by  the  Measure.  We  have  often  used  the  same 
'Expedient  but  do  not  recollect  that  avy  Captive  or  Plunder  was 
regained  thereby  or  any  of  the  Savages  killed — ^We  would  therefore 
'recommend  to  you  to  encburage  the  young  Hen  to  hire  out  in  small 
Parties  to  endeavour  to  strike  the  Enemy  near  Home  &  give  them 
the  Alarm  for  their  own  Safetv.  We  would  gladly  support  k  pro* 
mote  such  a  Measure  k  hove  theri&re  authoriMd  the  Ijeutenant  of 
the  County  to  offer  1500  Dollars  for  every  Indian  or  Tory  Prisoner 
taken  in  Arms  against  us  &  1000  Dollars  for  every  Indian  Scalp. 
We  are  fully  satisfied  that  the  Frontiers  will  never  have  Peace  while 
the  Country  waits  fbr  the  Enemy  but  on  the  other  Hand  it  will  be  in 
their  Power  With  few  and  nuall  Parties  to  harass  k  distress  them 
greatly. 

M'  Vancampen  being  well  acquainted  with  many  of  our  pnbliok 
Difficulties  k  particularly  the  State  of  oar  Treasury  it  will  easily  be 
seen  how  difficult  it  is  to  do  more  than  we  have  done,  k  we  are  per* 
suaded  you  will  believe  that  nothing  has  been  wanting  or  shall  be 
to  relieve  k  support  you.  I  am  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  Qbed. 

k  very  Hbble  Servt 

P.  S.  Having  had  sundry  loose  Oomplunts  against  your  Pay- 
master M'  Beam  we  have  frequently  wrote  to  hnn  but  as  no  particu- 
lar Charge  is  bn>ught  k  he  denies  havinf  given  any  Cause  qf 
Complaint  we  must  desire  you  to  poiut  out  the  Persons  &  Circum- 
stances who  have  been  so  long  kept  out  of  their  Money  that  Jnstiee 
may  be  done  which  is  our  hearty  Wish  k  Deair^ 
JDirecied^  i  lo  x 

To  CoL  J^pb  Stroud  John  Yanoat^rim  ft  JBioholM  Depui  Esf 
Northampton  County.*  •    1^  .       , 

Indorsed,  Ap.  11,  1780. 

»  See  Ool.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  812, 
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Jami8  Gamblb  to  CoNaBXSs,  1780. 

Philadelpliia,  ApriU  11^  1780. 
To  Uie  HonooraUe  OoDgressy 

Your  MemoraUats  same  Ii«di  been  talcen  down  for  a  militia  man, 
whiek  I  won'd  GhoerfoUj  ooneeEDt  to,  did  I  not  labour  under  many 
^ngreeable  ctreutisBtanoea,  which  I  am  in  hopes  jonr  Hononra  wiU 
eonaidery  The  fint  in  this  being  brad  to  the  sea,  I  have  never  learnt 
ilia  naa  of  small  arms,  nor  been  aeeostomed  to  long  marohesy  not 
xnlj.  thai  bnt  unfortunately.  I  Shipt  ^n  Board  tha  Brig  Betsy  of  tb^i 
port,  in  March  1776  for  Cork  &  to  retnrn  here  Immediately  again, 
but  instead  of  that  our  owners  Fork  &  Dowers,  had  gave  private 
Instructions  to  sell  the  Tessel^  so  afler  discharging  our  Giurgo  at 
Cork,  we  got  orders  to  proceed  jto  Bristol  in  England,  there  sold  the 
Vessel,  and  I  chose  rather  to  return  whome  to  Ireland  than  enter  into 
the  British  service,  though  I  had  many  offers  of  preferment,  I  staid 
at  whome  8  years,  still  expecting  an  oppertunity  of  returning  here 
again,  but  cou'd  ^et  none  tiU,  atlast  I  voBtated  to  ship  from  Iion- 
donderry  to  Jamaica,  from  thence  I  shipt  on  Board  the  Sloop  Tarfi- 
able  Bound  to  Newyork ;  but  on  onr  paasaas  the  29^  of  Augast  last, 
with  the  assistance  of  8  New  englaxkd  lads  I  Captur'd  the  Vessel, 
and  Brought  her  in  here,  from  these  Circumstances  I  hope  your 
Hononra  will  excuse  me  from  HiHtia  duty.  But  if  your  Honours 
Should  think  proper  to  order  me  on  board  any  your  Ships  of  War, 
or  shouM  the  enimy  advance  towards  thj9  C^y.I  Will  Cheerfully 
comply  with  your  Uonoura  orders,  your  Honours  sees  the  danger  of 
my  failing  into  the  Enimays  hands  better  than  I  can  des(nibe  there- 
fore I  con'd  wish  to  be  Statioiwd  in  that  Situation  where  I  might  be 
able  to  defend  myself  from  the  merciless  enimyl 

Srom  your  Honours 

Most  obedient  Servt 

JAMES  GAMBLE. 
Dtreded, 

To  The  Honourable  Continental  Congress. 
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0.  J.  Tfios.  McEsAiT  $0  PEttl.  Tbm>j  1780. 

Sii^ 

The  Bdarer,  Seijeant  Oeorge  Dalzell^  brought  a jprlfloaer  from 
York  town  Goal  to  this  city  for  trial,  by  order  of  the  sheriff  of  York 
eontity,  who  paid  him  in  part  for  bit  trouble  (as  die  Bearer  mp) 
thirty  dollars.  I  must  beg  leave  to  rei^r  hivi  lo  Oooueil  for  ftirCMr 
oompetteatioD.  The  prieoner  was  aeoased  of  guiding  the  Enemy  to 
the  crooked  billet,^  and  of  being  Tery  aetinre  in  the  orueltie  aperpe- 
trated  there  on  the  Militia  of  this  State,  but  the  prmolpal  Witneily 
who  was  Hkewiae  eonfiied  in  York  town  Gkiali  haa  made  Ua  opope. 
I  am^  Sir,  with  very  great  regard, 
Your  moat  obedient  seryant, 

THO.  M'KBAN- 

Philadelphia,  Apnl  Uth,  1780« 
JKreeUdf 

Hia  Exediknoy,  Joaaph  Bmi,  Eaqniw^  PieaicleQ*  of  Pwwyl- 

By  SeijeiMtt  Geo.  DabeQ. 


Geo.  Wau  w  Qmbl.  Lmr^  1780« 

My  friend^ 

I  have  been  just  now  informed  from  good  authority,  whi<^h  I 
believe  to  be  true,  that  CoOgler  had  a  large  store  of  wheat  ooaoealed 
in  his  garret,  while  the  enemy  was  in  Philadelphia,  and  that  the  Tories 
brouffht  it  tliere  in  Uie  night — ^his  House  has  been  a  Continual 
Ben&avous  for  Tories,  Befagees  and  Deserters  ever  sinee  the  war, 
and  it  is  my  opinion  he  now  holds  a  Correspondence  with  the  enemy, 
his  Ferry  and  all  his  Boats  ought  to  be  taken  from  him,  as  he  does 
a  Deal  of  Mischief  in  Crossing  Disaffected  People  over  in  these  lines. 
He  is  a  Person  whose  general  Conduct  has  been  an  enemy  to  the 
States,  as  well  as  many  of  his  neighbours. 

GEOKGE  WALL. 

Directed^ 
For  General  Laoey. 

Indorsed,  From  Gen.  Wall,  Agent  for  Confiscated  Estates,  fiueks 
Co.,  April  12, 1780. 

«  See  YoL  VL,  p.  471,  600. 
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Pbb6.  Rbbi>  to  Got,  Qbo,  Cunton  oi  N.  T,,  1780. 

PliiladVAprU12th,1780 
Sir, 

Your  FaTOor  pf  the  11th  Manh'*'  has  been  daly  received  &  in 
Answer  thereto  beg  Lenre  to  inform  your  Ezoell^  That  the  Provisicm 
made  for  the  Pennsylvania  Troops  in  Addition  to  the  Pay  &  Allow- 
ance of  Congress  are  as  follows.  To  the  Officers^  One  Unifbrm  sdt, 
eonsisting  of  a  Goak,  Waistcoat  2  Pair  Breeches,  9  Shirts,  8  pair  of 
Stockings,  3  pair  of  Shoes  &  3  Stocks  annually  daring  their  being 
in  actu^  Service.  To  every  Officer  ft  Private  daring  sndi  Service 
eertain  eonaieiited  Artickf  of  Stores  consisting  of  Bvm,  Sagar,  Tea, 
Coffee  ft  Soap,  in  the  foUow*  Proportions  viz.For  each  &tion  ^ 
Week,  one  Pint  of  Bnm  at  the  Bate  of  &9.  ^  Gall.  }fb  Sugar  at  the 
Bate  of  {  f  ]b,l  OS  of  Tea  at  12s,  ^  ft.  ifb  Tobaoeo  at  9d  «  ft 
liard  BoMp  at  |  ^  ft.  ^ 

By  a  Law  of  the  State  the  half  Pay  ffi^n  by  Congress  for  7  Tears 
k  extended  to  life  nnder  certidn  limltetionB  ft  B^trictions.  And 
at  the  hs^  Sessions  the  Hmbo  of  Assembly  Voted  Land  in  the  fbUoW- 
ifig  Prepertions,  vis. 


A  M«j«r  Qetf 

2000  Acres, 

A  Brigadier 

1600 

A  Colonel 

1000 

I/Ool. 

760 

Boigeon 

600 

Maj(7 

600 

Gbapiain 

600 

Captain 

500 

Lieutenant 

400 

Eangn 

800 

Sergaant 

260 

Private 

200 

These  lands  to  be  free  from  Taxes  while  in  the  ^ands  of  the 
immediate  Grantee.  The  Widow  or  Children  of  evcfy  QJEoer  or 
Soldier  fiJling  in  Battle  is  entitled  to  the  Land  die  Hnsb«ad  or 
Fathor  wonld  have  had  if  he  had  lived. 

The  Provision  fax  disabled  Soldiers  is  a  Pension  ordefed  by  tte 
(hphan's  Court  of  the  Coonty  payable  by  the  Connty  Treasurer  not 
eowaeding  half  Pky  ft  Bations.  The  Provision  for  Widows  ft  Orphans 
is  under  the  same  Direction  but  the  Court  has  a  discretienal  rower 
as  to  the  Amount  of  the  Pension  or  Annuity. 

Thus,  I  have  endeavoured  to  give  your  Ezcell^  a  compendioufi 
View  of  our  System  it  doubtless  admits  of  many  Amendments,  but 
hitherto  it  hM  proved  satisfactoiy  to  the  Army.  In  the  hasty  Bemo- 
val  from  tJm  City  on  the  Invasion  of  the  Enemy,  the  whole  of  our 
Laws  passed  to  that  Period  were  left  so  as  to  fidl  into  the  Enemy's 
Hands.    It  is  in  Contemplation  to  print  a  new-^diiion  as  soon  aa 

«  See  page  182. 
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that  is  dona  or  if  any  of  the  MiauDg  Copies  can  be  prooared  I  shall 
immediately  forward  a  oompleto  Sett.  I  esteem'  myself  happy  in 
this  &  every  other  Oceaaioa  to  express  the  Kespect  &  Esteem  with 
which  I  ami 

Tour  Ezoeiry 

Most  Obed.  &  y&tj 

Hbble  Serv* 
Directeif 
His  Bxoell'y  Oeorge  Clintoa  Esq.  Go?',  of  the  State  of  New  York. 


Obv.  Geo.  Washington  to  Prbs.  Bhd, 

rtv^     Head  Q«.  Morris  Town,  April  12, 1780. 
Sir, 

Since  1  had  the  Hohor  of  addressing  yonr  SsoeUeney  on  the  0th 
Instant  &  of  transmitting  you  at  that  time  a  Letter  of  the  26th  nit  on 
the  subject  of  the  Sap^ies  to  be  famished  by  yonr  Stftte  in  eonse- 
qaenee  of  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  25th  of  Febmaiy — ^I  have^more 
maturely  considered  the  point,  with  respect  to  the  places  at  which 
they  should  be  deposited ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  inform  yon  it  appears 
me,  that  they  should  be  coUeeted  at  the  following  places  &  in  the 
proportions  set  against  them  tospectivoly. 

PllOMOfDeiMMlt. 

Port  Pitt 

Ligonier 

Bedford 

Carlisle 

Yorktown 

Estherton 

Sunbury 

Wyoming 

Lancaster  . 

Lebanon 

Bea^g 

Easttown 

Phikddphia 


Flour. 

2,400 

800 

800 

800 

100 

200 

1,000 

600 

500 

200 

200 

20,000 

18,600 


Otff 
Bun. 

7,000 

860 

850 

4,000 

280 

1,000 

8,000 

1,600 

1,200 

500 

560 

1,000 

8,088 


Bay.  OomBali. 

150 

40 

40 

80 

40 

20 

60 

40 
180 
200 
180 
200 
470 


7,500 

2,000 

2,000 

4,000 

2,000 

1,000 

8,000 

2,000 

14,000 

10,006 

14,000 

TOiOOO 

68,500 


40,000  24,428  l,700te00,000 
-   Tho  ultimate  places  of  deporit  of  the  salt  most  be  governed  by  the 
reqairition  of  the  Commissaiy  General    I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with 
the  greatest  respect  and  esteem. 
'^  Tr  Ezeelleney'a 

""'  ■  Most  Obed«  Servant, 

"  '  .      G«.  WASHINGTON*  ; 

Direeted, 
His  Exoell'y  President  Beed. 

*  See  CoL  Bee.  Vol.  XIL,  p.  818,  and  p.  146  of  this. 
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Col.  L«  Nicola  to  Pbeb.  Rebd.  1780. 


*> 


Sir, 

Two  sailors  who  left  the  Qnard  ship  last  aatnrdaj  morning  say  the 
fleet  constatiDg  of  23  sail,  yiz.,  the  raiohow  of  40  Guns,  the  onlj 
king'a  ship,  the  rest  shipa  &  hrigs,  except  6  schooners  &  aloopsji 
sailed  on  Fridaj  afternoon.  The  Tessels  were  crowded  with  soldiersi 
mad  to  he  2000  j  their  destination  not  known.  In  New  York 
harbour  the  Russel  of  74  &  2  sloops  of  war,  thej  know  nothing  of 
another  emharkation.  It  was  reported  many  inhabitants  of  New 
Tork  were  preparing  to  remove  to  Charleston.  None  of  the  Cork  fleet 
as  jet  arrived|  seyeral  of  them  are  supposed  to  have  been  forced  to 
the  west  indies  by  the  severity  of  the  weather. 

Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  I  am^  with  respect| 
YjfAVt  Ezoellencies  most  obed't  servt, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 
April  18th,  1780. 
Directed f 

His  Excellency^  Joseph  Beed,  President  of  the  State. 


pRES.  Ebbd  to  Boarb  of  War,  1780. 

Gentlemen: 

I  received  your  Favour  of  the  11<^*  Inst  requesting  us  to  cause  50 
Tods  of  Hay  &  500  .Bushels  of  Indian  Com  to  be  delivered  to  the 
jy  Q^  M'— and  also  inclosing  a  Resolution  of  Congress  to  the  like 
Effisct,  both  which  have  been  laid  before  the  Council.  As  they  are 
e^ently  founded  upon  a  Mistake^  it  is  thought  necessary  to  give 
yon  a  State  of  the  Business,  which  it  is  apprehended  will  afford  yon 
the  Information  necessary  to  rectify  it.  Before  we  had  Money  or 
Means  to  procure  any  Supplies,  &  even  before  the  Appointment  of 
our  Oflioers,  we  were  called  upon  to  find  publiok  Horses  then  starving. 
In  addition  to  the  Number  constantly  kept  at  this  Post,  we  were 
informed  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Delaware  State,  tho'  abounding  in 
Forage,  had  refused  to  keep  what  were  sent  into  that  State  upon 
Credit,  &  140  were  arrived  in  this  City,  &  more  might  be  expected. 
We  in  Baste  appointed  our  Officers,  &  sent  them  to  work  on  Credit; 
ihey  were  so  suooessfull  as  to  procure  an  immediate  Supply;-— 
BuL^to  know  the  Extent  of  the  Necessity,  &  the  Provision  to  be 
made,  they  were  sent  to  the  Forage  Master  in  this  City  to  ascertain 
the  Issue ; — by  him  they  were  toid^  that  the  average  Consumption 

*  Page  176. 
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of  this  Oity  was  10  Tons  ^  Dty,  whiob/at  14Ib.  for  each  Horse,  snp- 
poses  1400  Horses  in  this  City  to  be  proYided  by  the  pabliok.  Large 
as  the  Consumption  appeared,  we  were  endeayoaring  to  provide  as 
fkr  as  we  oould  for  present  Neeessity — ^for  as  to  procnrine  Ha^  afe 
this  Time  sufficient  for  such  a  Oonsumption,  it  is  impossible ;  it  is 
not  to  be  had  for  any  Honey  or  at  any  Price  whatever;  it  reallv 
does  not  exist.  While  we  were  exerting  ourselves  to  the  utmost, « 
Straining  our  personal  Influence  &  Credit,  the  Gommisdoner  for 
Purchases  informed  me  last  Sunday,  that  64  poor  Horses  were  just' 
arrived  from  Delaware,  in  Addition  to  the  former,  for  that  the  People 
would  keep  them  no  longer;  200  are  also  sent  up  by  Chester  County. 
I  then  ^ke  to  M'  Ooz,  assistant  Q'  Master,  upon  the  SuUeot,  ft 
asked  him  why  the  City  was  made  the  Receptacle  of  the  poor  Horses 
from  other  States ;  he  informed  me  that  the  People  womd  not  keep 
them,  not  because  they  had  not  Forage,  but  because  they  would  not 
give  farther  Credit.  I  then  told  him  that  it  could  answer  no  Purpose 
for  the  Preservation  of  the  Horses  to  bring  them  here,  beoaose,  how- 
ever wlQing  the  People  might  be  to  assist  ft  give  the  Credit  refused 
by  others,  there  was  not  Forage — ^that  the  old  Stock  was  se  near 
exhausted,  that,  unless  Impossibilities  were  expected,  the  HoBses  must 
also  die  here.  That  to  support  the  present  Consumption  was  imprac- 
ticable; ft  therefore  to  aad  to  it  by  pouring  in  all  the  poor  Horses 
from  distant  Posts  would  only  increase  ft  accumulate  the  Distress. 
Upon  this,  we  suppose,  the  Representation  was  made,  ft  the  Resolve 
ft  your  Letter  framed,  which  implies  an  Ability  we  do  not  possess,' 
unless  it  is  intended  to  consume  the  whole  Stodc  on  Hand  in  a  few 
Days,  ft  leave  the  Distress  of  to  morrow  wholly  unprovided  for, 
however  important  ft  necessary  its  Demands.  We  have  this  Day 
called  upon  the  Commissioners  to  know,  not  what  can  b^  procured  so 
as  to  serve  the  Consumption  at  this  Pt»t,  but  what  there  is  within 
Beach ;  ft  are  informed  they  cannot  learn  that  there  are  more  than 
100  Tons— except  about  half  this  Quantity  heretofore  enga^ 
by  the  Quarter  Masters,  ft  which  still  is  upon  League  Island,  belonging 
to  one  Kinny ,  ft  which  our  Commissioners  were  in  Pursuit  of  to  satisfy 
the  present  Exigence,  when  they  were  informed  that  it  had  been 
already  sold  to  the  Publick. 

We  beg  Leave  now  to  inform:  you  that  there  are  above  8000 
Horses  in  this  State,  which  have  been  kept  thro'  thb  Winter  on 
Credit — that  we  have  used  our  Influence  on  the  Inhabitants  to  con- 
lainue  still  to  keep  them ;  that  there  are  now  20  Millions  of  Dollars  dqe 
to  the  People  of  this  State  from  the  Commissary  ft  Quarter  Master^s 
Departments  on  Cerdicates — that  our  Treasury  is  quite  exhausted 
for  Continental  demands,  so  that  the  most  minute  Expences  of 
Oovemment  are  unpaid — ^that  under  these  Circumstances  we  do  hone 
the  Burthen  may  not  go  on  to  be  increased  beyond  what  we  are  able 
to  bear.  And  that  Congress  would  do  us  the  Justice  to  believe  we 
are  directing  ow  whole  Tlme^  Labour  ft  Credit  ft  Influenoe  to  reliere 
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Ae  pMsemt  OkMi.    Jt  you  MA  thn  tnfomatkm  woM  be  of  wxkj 
Vm  (o  CSOB^^ii,  jon  have  our  OoiMeat  to  ffive  It.    I  aai;  Q%ut., 
Tour  Obed.  ft  wy  HbUo  fienri. 


Phqi4Dbuhu.  IiIBBaet  Co.  to  Couhou^  1780. 

G^ntlenieB : 

The  SabsoribeTS  being  a  Committee  appointed  bj  a  board  of 
Direotors  of  the  Philadelphia  Library  Compaaj  to  make ''  applicatioQ 
''  to  the  proper  Feraons  or  Powers  for  obtaining  a  safe  Passport  for 
«  sundry  B<x>kB  intended  for  the  said  Company^  n^  lying  at  New 
Torky'^  beg  leave  to  lay  the  minute  of  the  board^  Letter  of  Advice 
&  Usi  of  said  books  before  the  honorable  Coanoil,  and  reqnest  the 
fiiTor  of  their  Adyiee  &  Asslstanee  in  oompleating  the  objeot  of  their 
i^ipoiniment. 

Weaw, 

with  sentiments  of  Esteem  and  Bespecty 
Genllemeny 

Your  most  obedient, 

homble  Seryants,'*'  « 

JOSIAH  HEWBS, 
JO.  STANSBUar. 
Phnadelphia,  14«^  April;  1780. 
DirecUdy 

To  His  Ezedleney  the  Fk^denL  Yioe  President  and  Members  of 
the  Supreme  Ezeoatiye  Coonoil  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 


CoL.  Stbphbn  MoTLAir  TO  Prbs*  Bebd,  1780. 

Oolchertet;  U^  April;  1780. 

The  Beeolye  of  Gonmes  passed  the  16^  Mareh,  1779;  respeeting 
Ihe  Cerpe  of  Light  DragooaS;  has  bnt  yery  lately  eome  to  my 
knowledge;  probabfy  owing  to  the  dnty  of  tliat  part  of  the  Army 
whidi  I  hate  the  hanenr  to  oomaand;  being  generally  employed  on 
the  eneBkies  lAnes;  and  of  eovrse  wears  not  regtdarlysi^plied  wtt|i 
the  Ckneral  Oidere. 

I  haye  fonished  fab  Ezoelleney  the  Oonmander  in  Chief  with  a 
General  Return,  oonformable  to  that  Resolye — and  take  this  oppor- 
tnnity  of  inolesing  a  Return  of  those  in  the  4^  Regiment;  who  belong 
to  the  State  of  Pennsylyania,  whieh  I  beg  yon  will  lay  before  the 
hooso;  or  those  who  ace  authorised  by  Uie  jszeoutiye  part  of  the 
Goyemeaent  to  attend  to  that  buuness. 

*  See  GoL  Bee.,  YoL  Zlt,  p.  818. 
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If  joof  Exoelleiioy  ehould  think  it  neoeaflary  to  baT6  a  Betiini  of 
those  whose  times  have  expired,  &  are  dischargedy  belonging  to  you? 
State,  I  will,  on  receipt  of  year  orders,  make  one^out. 

M'  John  Snllivan,  mentioned  in  this  Return  as  belonging  to  the 
state,  has  not  been  long  enough  in  America  to  have  gained  a  Settle- 
ment in  any  part  of  the  United  States,  but  as  I  made  him  the  offer 
of  a  Lieutenanoy  in  the  Begiment  during  his  Sojourn  in  Philadelphia, 
I  have  Sett  him  down  as  appertaining  to  Pennsylvania,  which  ia 
agreeable  to  the  Besolve  of  Congress  before  mentioned,  he  is  a 
yqung  gentleman  of  some .  fortune,  and  one  that  I  have  everr 
reason  to  think,  will  do  honor  to  himself,  and  to  the  State  of  which 
he  is  to  be  a  m^ber. 

I  have  great  satisfaction  in  assuring  the  Legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, that  no  men  in  the  army  have  done  their  duty  with  more 
ala(»nty  than  those  in  the  4}^  Begiment  of  Light  Dragoons,  who 
belong  to  that  State,  have  done. 

I  have  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir,  your  most  obed*  H.  8*, 

STEPHEN  MOYLAN. 
Directed, 

Publick  Servioe. 

His  Ezoellenev  Joseph  Beed,  Esq',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pensylvania,  Philadelphia. 


Qm.  HA2!n)  TO  Pbxs.  Bsbd,  1T80. 

Oamp,  near  Mendham,  April  14%  1780. 
Sir, 

I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  inform  your  Exoelleney  that  Desertion 
still  prevails  in  the  4^  &  11^  Penn*  Begiments  to  a  shameful  and 
surprising  degree ;  no  less  than  24  have  gone  off  from  the  4^,  & 
from  the  11^  41  have  gone  since  the  present  year  commenced.  I 
apprehend  many  of  them  have  gone  towards  Philadelphia,  in  order 
to  get  on  Board  some  of  the  ships  of  war  thai  sail  from  the  Delaware ; 
have  therefore  intrusted  GaptP  MoGowenof  the  4%&  Capt*  JaoksdH 
of  the  11%  who  are  now  in  Philadelphia,  to  endeavour  to  secure  aa 
many  of  th^n  as  possible;  and  as  I  can't  possibly  furnish  them  with 
parties  to  aaaist  Uiem  in  the  execution  of  this  duty,  have  taken  the 
liberty  of  directing  them  to  wait  on  your  Excellency,  not  doubting 
your  readiness  to  give  them  ei^^ery  advice  and  assiatance  necessary  on 
the  occasion. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  Sir, 
<  with  much  respeet, 

Your  E»^  most  obed* 

&  moat  Hbble.  Servant, 
EWD*  HAND, 
His  Excell'y,  Joseph  Beed,  Esq'. 
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BssoLunoN  ov  Congbess,  1780. 

In  Congress,  April  ISth^  1780. 
BesolTodi 

That  any  State  whioh  shall  fdnush  the  offioers  of  the  hospital 
and  medical  staff,  belongiBg  to  such  state  in  the  seryioe  of  the 
United  States,  with  such  articles  of  doathing  aa  those  offioers  are 
reepeotivaly  entitled  to,  hj  a  resoktion  of  Congress  of  the  20th 
Novembor,  1779,  and  make  returns  thereof  to  the  Clothier  general, 
ahall  haTC  credit  for  such  supplies  in  their  aooonnt  with  tiie  United 
States. 

Extract  ^m  the  minutes, 

OHA.  THOMSON,  Seer. 

1780,  April  18th,  Resolve  of  Congress,  recoffitsending  supplys 
for  Offioers  of  Hospital  and  Medical  staff. 


Unitxb  Statko  TRBABtJRBB  TO  Pbbs.  Bebd,  1780. 

Sir, 

We  inclose  you  a  state  of  the  Tax  account  of  Pennsylrania,  to 
whioh  we  begyonr  attention.  We  shall  be  carefnl  to  confine  our 
Beports'  fbr  Warrants,  to  the  exact  Amount,  and,  as  larse  Sums 
are  due  from  the  United  States  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  State, 
shall,  as  <ar  as  possible,  appropriate  Ac  Continental  Taxes  thereof 
withm  the  same,  which  we  suppose  will  be  both  more  convenient  ft 
more  agreeable.  Cases  may  occur  in  which  this  Bule  cannot  be 
adhered  to,  but  thej  will  not  be  more  frequent  than  is  absolutely 
necessary.  The  Draught  lately  made,  and  those  now  making,  are 
faitended  to  discharge,  as  fkr  as  practicable.  Debts  new  owing  from 
the  Public,  as  well  as  to  keep  the  supplies  from  fsiling  in  the  In- 
terim, till  the  Stote  Purchases  take  Effect  The  Resolution  of  Con- 
gress of  the  18th  of  March,  ult.,  will  shew  the  Beason  of  including 
Uie  Taxes  of  January  and  Febmaiyi  1780.  I  haye  the  Honor  to 
be,  with  the  greatest  Respect, 

your  Exoellencys  most  obedient 

and  yeiy  humble  servant, 
By  order, 

JOHN  GIBSON, 
President. 
United  States  Treasury  Office,  Philadelphia,  18  April,  1780. 
Directed  f  '    •   ' 

To  his  Excellency  President  Beed. 
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John  Mitchsix  to  Prks.  'Rksd,  1780. 

IluladelphM,  15  April,  1780. 
Sir, 

Major  BeBj.  Bytve  Inmiiff  oompleated  the  CarpMiten  Work  ne- 
oesflary  at  the  Bridge  over  SehuyUuilat  th6  Middle  Fenj,  and  being 
in  great  want  of  money,  kaying  advaneed  a  oonaderaUe  part  dT 
the  enm  to  the  Workmen,  being  at  present  deetitnte  of  Cash  to 
diseharge  the  Debts  of  my  DBpartment,  and  aprehetteive  that  it 
wUI  be  attended  with  great  lose  to  Major  Eyres  if  he  is  not  paid ; 
and  he  having  inforiMd  me  of  his  aplioation  to  yonr  Ezoellenoy 
and  the  Hon'ble  the  Ezeontive  Conooil|  for  relief  &  assistanee,  and 
in  oonseqnenoe  of  sueh  aplioation,  had  reoeived  a  Letter  from  the 
Seeretary  of  the  Hon'ble  Cooiieil,  in  whioh  they  have  been  pletsed 
to  express  their  Willingness  to  grant  the  assistsooe  neoessary  for 
this  purpose,  If  aplied  for  by  me,  with  promise  to  repay  the  sum 
out  of  the  first  Warrant,  or  moneys  Granted  by  the  Hon'ble  the 
Continental  Congress,  for  the  Payment  of  the  Quarter  Master 
Genwab  Debts. 

I  beff  leave  to  return  your  Exoellenoy  &  the  Couneil  my  sinoere 
aoknowledgement  for  your  assistanoe,  and  will  take  oare  that  out  of 
the  first  moneys  earning  inta  my  Hands  for  PnUiok  nsea,  the  sum 
advanced  by  you  shall  be  ponotiudy  repaid.  There  is  some  Iron 
Work  yet  necessary  to  be  done  to  the  Bridge,  but  the  Workmen 
refuse  to  go  on  with  it  without  a  promise  of  immediate  pay ;  this  I 
am  not  in  a  condition  to  perfionn,  from  tho  reasons  be£D*e  given, 
but  as  I  have  Publiok  Iron  sufficient,  the  ezpence  of  the  Workman- 
ship will  not,  I  believe,  be,  above  three  or  four  thousand  DoUaa. 
If  yonr  Exoellenoy  and  the  Council  will  be  .pleased  to  enable  naa 
to  oompleat  this  Work,  it  will  make  .the  Bridge  perfectly  secure, 
and  I  will  repay  this  sum  with  the  other  out  of  the  first  mcnejps 
that  come  to  my  hands  for  Publick  use. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
with  great  respect, 

your  Ezeellencys  most 

obed.  humble  serv*, 

J-  MITCHELL,  D.  (J.  M.  Q».* 

Directed^ 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Stote 
of  Pennsylvania. 

«  See  CoL  Beo.,  VoL  Xn.,  p.  817,  821. 
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CHEistiAif  WiBTz  TO  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1780* 

LkaonBtety  April  15tii,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  «m  wnty  that  I  tm  neoessHaied  to  take  your  atientioz^  villi 
Kqieet  to  tlie  pmrohafling  of  snp|^8  aooordiiig  to  Uie  direotioiw  «f 
Govaeily  al  ao  early  a  period. 

6iB<ie  mj  af^poiBtment  as  GonmiflBioDer  of  Paroheaee,  and  retorn 
from  the  City,  I  have  been  through  the  different  parts  of  the 
Coauty,  appointing  Assistantay  but,  yery  relnetanily,  am  obliged  to 
inform  yon  that  they  have  since  made  report,  their  not  beimg  abk 
to  pnnmase  a  sineie  Articlei  on  ^e  oredit  of  tiio  money  to  be 
emitted,  of  this,  I  have  also  had  ezperienoe ;  those  supplies  which 
I  hiiTe  prooured  (&  but  trifeling)  have  been  on  my  own  Credit. 

The  Demands  of  Forage  made  by  Cd.  Marsteller,  Commissary 
of  Fotaee,  ate  very  pressing  and  extensive,  even  too  large  to  be 
oollected  at  this  Time  of  the  Season. 

There  are  distributed  in  this  County  between  Four  and  Five 
hundred  Continental  Horses,  exclusive  of  Teams,  &o.,  which  are  ail 
made  retnms  of  4o  me.  These  inevitably  will  eonsome  large  Quan- 
tities of  Food,  and  in  the  present  situation  I  am  unable  to  provide 
sufficient  to  supply  them.  The  old  Department  have  not  a  handful 
of  any  kind  of  Forage  in  Store,  notwithstanding  considerable  quan- 
tities, outstanding  and  Uncollected,  utill  the  demands  by  the  Com- 
missary of  Forage  are  made  so  very  pressing  upon  me.  I  farther 
understand  that  two  thirds  of  the  Horses  are  fit  for  service.  For  a 
more  particular  acootmt  of  the  circumstances  we  are  in,  I  refer  your 
ExcelleBcy  to  my  son  and  assistant  in  the  Department,  who  is  the 
beater  of  this  Letter. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
your  SxeallencyB  most 
obd.  &  Humble  Serv*, 

CHBISTIAN  WIRTZ, 
Oomm'  of  Pttx*  for  Lancaster  Co^. 

Directed, 

(On  fMio  Servioei)  To  his  Bzoelleney  Joseph  Beed,  £sqr., 
Sremdmt  of  tho  Suprsae  Exeentive  Ooundl,  Philade^faaa. 
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OoL.  Harmab  to  Pass.  I^ebp,  1780. 

Gamp^  near  Morris  Town^  April  16Ui,  1780. 
Sir, 

As  the  Inspecting  and  Mustering  Departments  are  now  inoorpo- 
ratedy  I  do  myself  the  Honor  of  transmitting  yonr  EzeeUenoj  an 
abstract  of  the  Master  of  the  Pennsylvania  Division  for  last  month. 
The  Troops  are  in  great  Want  of  Hats^  Shirts,  and  Blankets, 
otherwise  they  are  as  well  (if  not  better)  dothed  than  any  other  in 
the  Army. 

I  shall  continue  to  render  your  Ezoellency;  at  future  Muster,  a 
state  of  the  Diyision,  and  amy 

irith  the  greatest  Respect, 
joar  Excellencies  most 

b'ble  b  obed^  serv^, 

/     JOS.  HARMAR, 
p  Ool.  Com*  e***  P.  R. 

Directed^ 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Honored  ^  General  St  Glair. 


GoL.  Jacob  St&oud  to  Pass.  Eeed,^  1780* 

Lower-smithfield  April  ye  17,1780. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Incouraffemente  we  have  received  from  your  Honour  by  Mr. 
Gourtright  has  Proved  a  great  Satisfaction  to  our  Bleeding  Gantry 
and  their  Distress  which  we  hope  that  by  our  Receiving  assistance 
and  making  a  stand  may  be  a  Remedy  of  some  Relief  to  our  Dis- 
tressed frontiers  and  put  Some  Stop  to  Incursions  of  the  Indians 
being  so  great  that  we  are  putting  our  Selves  in  the  best  Situation 
Lying  in  our  Power  of  Defenc  and  Keeping  out  Small  Scouts  in  or- 
der to  Discover  them  afor  they  fall  on  the  Inhabitaate  aQ4  are  in 
hopes  that  the  body  of  the  Enemy  is  not  so  many  at  tiiis  tuM  aa  lid 
doe  Expect  will  be  when  fiver  the  weather  gets  more  warmer. 

I  would  be  very  fond  of  Embracing  an  opportunity  of  Inform- 
ing you  of  better  times  with  us  than  what  I  am  able  at  this  pres- 
ent time  but  must  acquaint  of  the  incursions  of  the  Indians  Sinse 
we  wrote  to  y  Honours  that  they  have  taking  Samuel  Gonsallies 
and  John   Payley  Prisoners  uppon  which  we  Immediately  Sen- 
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oai  two  Sooato  whioh  followed  ihem  Some  DiaiMiea  and  one  of  the 
iooiitB  Betanied  without  snooeas  the  other  Sooate  his  not,  which  we 
hope  will  have  eacoees  whieh  happened  a  few  milea  np  Pdaway  from 
aiy  honee  which  there  heing  taking  oaqeed  the  Inhabitanta  to  Eyaoate 
their  Plaees  and  Several  to  move  hSow  themoontaina  Towards Eaatoa 
Betliekm  and  Naiareth. 

I  am  Gentlemen  with  Dne  Beapect, 
T'mostH*'»  Ser*, 

.  JACOB  STROUD. 
To  HiB  Excelenoy  Joseph  Beed  President  of  the  Supreme  Ezeo- 
ntive  Coonsel. 


Col.  Samuel  Huntbb  to  Pebs.  Reed,  1780. 

Sunbory  17»  April  1780. 
■Sir^ 

I  have  Reoeived  your  favour  of  the  seventh  Instant^,  with  the 
Commissioners  end  other  Papers  by  Mr.  Grant,  and  previous  to  the 
instruetioDS  from  Goanoil  a  nombcr  of  the  Prineiple  inhabitants  had 
met,  and  oonoluded  nppon  RMstng  partys  of  Yolnnteers  to  go  in 
Quest  of  Indians  offering  them  a  reward  of  twelre  Hundred  Dollars 
for  a  Male  Prisoner  Either  White  or  Indian  aeting  together,  and 
one  Thousand  Dollars  for  every  Indian  Scalp  several  partys  were 
forming  to  go  out  and  is  at  this  time  agreeable  to  your  instructions, 
we  assuring  them  of  Rations  and  amunition  the  time  they  are  out, 
as  all  the  inhabitants  above  this  was  on  the  Eve  of  breaking  up, 
I  give  Orders  to  embody  themselves  for  a  little  time  especially  such 
as  would  enrole  their  names  to  turn  out  upon  duty  and  I  would 
engage  them  pay  and  Rations. 

its  true  the  Militia  is  Very  Ezpcncive  and  not  equally  to  what 
should  be  Expected  from  their  numbers  in  giving  checks  to  the  in- 
cursion of  the  cruel  Subtile  Enemy  we  have  to  deal  with,  for  bad 
we  all  his  Excellency  General  Washingtons  army  stationed  on  the 
frontiers  of  this  state  they  would  not  be  sufficient  to  Guard  against 
the  Savages  making  inrodes  on  oar  Country,  as  long  as  the  English 
is  in  Possession  of  Niagara, — we  have  at  this  time  all  the  l^lilitia  we 
can  Muster  uppon  Duty,  and  constantly  partys  out,  Tet  all  this  will  not 
deter  those  Barbarians  from  Committing  Murders,  the  8*^  instant 
about  nine  o'clock  at  night  there  was  three  Indians  came  in  to  a  poor 
Widdow  womans  House  (her  Husband  being  killed  last  summer  by 
them)  and  took  her  prisoner,  after  killing  and  scalping  her  two  chil- 
dem  that  was  asleep  in  bed,  but  fortunately  the  Woman  made  her 

«  See  page  166. 
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Escape  from  them  before  day  light  and  got  safe  Id,  tbis  last  affair  bas 
Occasioned  the  Scatered  inbabitants  to  collect  in  partys  and  keep  out 
centrys  as  its  a  Singular  instance  of  Indians  coming  in  the  clcmds 
of  the  night, — last  Saturday  a  party  of  twenty  Indians  strack  at  Peter 
Swarts's  Plantation  aboirt  twelve  miles  from  here  on  the  West 
Branch  they  killed  one  man  and  Wounded  three  which  are  now  in 
tbis  Town  under  Doctor  Alisons  care,  at  that  Very  time  there  was 
three  diferent  partys  of  the  Inhabitants  out  on  Scouts  and  some  of 
the  Militia  Stationed  about  two  miles  above  where  the  Indians  struck 
a  party  formed  as  Quick  as  Possible  and  persued  the  Enemy,  three 
or  four  that  was  on  Horseback  Riding  smartly  up  came  in  sight 
of  the  Enemy  which  Occasioned  them  to  drop  their  packs  and  turn 
up  the  mountain  our  party  pursued  them  all  dry  but  could  Qot  come 
up  with  them. 

I  was  on  the  Frontiers  last  Indian  War  when  several  partys  turned 
out  time  after  time  in  persuite  of  the  Savages,  Yet  all  to  a  very  little 
purpose  nor  any  thing  done  last  war  never  put  a  stop  to  them  make- 
ing  Excursions  until  such  times  as  Regular  Expeditions  Marched 
into  their  Country,  and  even  after  the  French  had  Concluded  a  peace 
it  took  a  prity  strong  Army  under  the  Command  of  Generals  Brad* 
street  &  Boquet  to  subdue  the  Savages. — As  the  German  Regiment 
is  but  few  in  number,  stid  not  Considered  by  the  Inhabitants  to  give 
the  imediate  Protection  Expected  from  them  in  the  manner  they  are 
Stationed,  as  no  one  place  can  turn  out  any  party  to  Reoonoiter  being 
in  four  Biferent  Places  on  this  side  Muncy  Hill,  and  if  we  do  not  get 
more  men  up  so  as  to  Rebuild.  Fort  Muncy  and  put  a  prity  strong 
Garrison  there  «o  as  a  party  can  turn  out  uppon  any  sudent  alarm 
thats  given,  otherwise  J  am  afraid  our  County  will  not  be  able  to 
stand  it  long— its  not  in  my  Power  to  make  the  Proper  arangement 
of  th4  Militia  as  the  Law  Requires,  in  the  confused  state  the  County 
is  in  at  present,  but  will  have  it  done  as  soon  ab  Possible  in  the  mean 
time  I  have  assured  those  on  Duty  Pay  Equal  to  what  the  best  Law 
allows. 

This  is  aocompanyed  with  a  petition  from  a  number  of  the  Inhab- 
itants of  the  County,  Seting  forth  the  Real  facts  as  they  are  stated  coa- 
cerning  our  Present  Situation. 

I  am  Sir  Your  Ezoellya  most  Obed« 
and  Very  Hum*»«  Serv'. 

SAM*.  HUNTER,  L.  N.  C. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esqr.  President  of  Council. 
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Pbss.  Rjbbd  to  Dblegatss  of  the  State  in  Gokqress, 

1780. 

The  Hnble.  Delegates  of  the  State  of  Ponnsyjiania  in  Congress. 

Philada.,  April  17, 1780. 
Geotlemeiiy 

His  Ezoellencj  the  President  directs  me  to  transmit  to  jon  a 

copy  of  the  deposition*  of  Mr.  John  Ormsby,  concerning  the  intm- 

nons  of  the  Virginians  on  the  lands  of  Pennsjlyania,  &o.,  for  your 

private  information,  and  the  same  is  enclosed  herewith  accordingly. 

I  am  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedt.  Servt., 

T.  M.,  Secy. 


Pres.  Reed  to  Gov.  Caswell,  1780. 

Council  Chamber,  April  18, 1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honour  of  acknowledging  your  Favour  of  the  24th 
March  respecUng  Jacob  James,  lately  captured  &  now  a  Prisoner  in 
your  State.  He  was  a  distinguished  Partizan  here  in  the  Winter 
1777,  &  particularly  active  in  kidnapping  the  Persons  in  the  Vici- 
nity of  the  City  who  were  remarkable  for  their  Attachment  to  the 
Cause  of  their  Country.  He  was  also  extremely  troublesome  to  the 
Country  by  stealing  &  employing  his  Associates  in  stealing  Horses 
for  the  British  Army.  I  cantiot  Team  whether  he  ever  took  the  Oath 
of  Allegiance  to  the  St-ate,  but  as  he  owed  Allegiance  to  it  he  is  as 
guilty  by  our  Law  as  if  he  had  taken  such  Oath.  I  am  therefore  to 
request  your  Excell^  that  he  may  not  be  exchanged  as  a  common 
Prisoner  of  War,  but  retained  in  close  Custody  untill  a  favourable 
Opp^  shall  present  to  bring  him  into  this  State  for  Tryal,  where  it 
is  to  be  presumed  he  will  suffer  the  Punishment  his  many  Villainies 
&  offences  so  justly  deserve. 

I  am  now  in  Behalf  of  the  State  to  thank  your  Excell^  for  this 
Mark  of  Attention,  &  beg  you  to  believe  that  I  am 

with  great  Consideration  &  Respect,  ^ 

Your  most  Obed.  & 

vcTT  Hbble.  Ser., 
J.  R. 
Dirededj 

To  his  ExcelFy  Richard  Caswell,  Esq.,  Governor  of  North 
Carolina. 

♦  Not  found. 
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Prb8.  Reed  to  Chbistian  Wietz,  1780. 

Council  Chamber,  April  18, 1780. 
Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  15*^*  Inst'  has  been  duly  received  &  eommnnl- 
cated  to  the  Council  We  are  sonrj  to  learn  that  the  Disposition  of 
the  People  of  jour  Countj  is  so  unfavourable  to  the  Supply  of 
the  Army,  which  your  Commission  has  solely  in  View.  We  cannot 
help  ascribing  it  to  Disaffection,  as  no  reasonable  Man  can  doubt 
a  Security  so  safe  &  beneficial  as  the  Money  which  is  to  be  emitted. 
The  Lands  to  be  sold  for  its  Redemption  exceed  in  Value  the  Sum 
emitted  at  least  Ten  fold,  &  the  Interest  will  make  it  preferable  to 
Gold  or  Silver.  Tbe  members  of  Assembly  had  more  just  &  proper 
Notions  of  it  when  they  directed  an  Agent  in  each  County,  that 
every  County  might  have  its  Share  of  the  Sum  emitted. 

We  are  happy  to  find  that  from  present  Appearances  in  this 
Quarter  &  t^ew  Jersey  the  Disappointment  will^not  be  material. 
The  Quantity  of  Flour  from  Lancaster  County  was  small  in  Compa- 
rison of  what  the  Country  can  afford,  but  as  we  are  not  under  a 
Necessity  of  using  any  compulsory  Means  or  gratifying  unreasonable 
Demands,  our  Direction  is  that  you  forbear  making  any  farther 
Applications,  as  we  have  no  Doubt  we  shall  be  able  from  this  City 
&  its  Neighbourhood  to  make  up  the  Quantity  deficient.  If  you  can 
purchase  Hay  &  Forage  at  the  limited  Prices  for  the  present  Use  of 
tbe  Posts  it  will  be  proper,  but  we  cannot  think  of  passing  away  this 
Money  on  other  Terms. 

We  are  somewhat  apprehensive  that  the  Appointment  of  a  Num- 
ber of  Assistants  may  have  given  the  People  an  Idea  of  great  Pur- 
chases which  leads  to  Extortion  &  Carelessness  on  the  Part  of  the  Sel- 
ler, sappoeing  that  he  may  make  his  Market  of  the  publ  ck  Necessity. 
— We  would  advise  you  to  make  few  Appointments,  &  by  no  Means 
discover  an  Anxiety  of  which  bad  Men  will  make  their  Advantage. 
If  the  old  Department  has  Hay  &  Forage  outstanding  &  uncollected 
you  must  insist  upon  their  collecting  it,  &  not  seek  to  embarass  the 
new  Appointments,  as  I  am  sorry  to  say  there  is  some  Reason  to 
suspect. — If  they  act  otherwise  you  will  inform  us  that  suitable 
Measures  may  be  taken. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble.  Ser., 

J.  REED,  President. 
Jndarfedj 

To  C.  Wirtz,  oomm'  of  purchases  at  Lancaster. 

*  See  page  187. 
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Pbbs.  Rbed  to  Oekl.    Washington/ 1780. 

Council  (%amber^  Philada..  April  18^  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  tke  Honour  of  three  of  yonr  Excell^  Favonrs  respeetiDg 
the  Sapplies  fumiahed  by  thia  State  agreeable  to  the  Reaolve  of 
Congress  of  the  25'^  Feb^.  The  Number  &  Distance  at  which  these 
Magasines  are  to  be  formed  will  I  fear  be  found  Tery  diffcult  if  not 
impraoticable,  as  the  Transportation  (for  which  no  Provision  is  made 
by  the  Resolyes  of  Congress)  will  in  many  Cases  prove  more  ezpen- 
nve  &  difficult  than  the  Cost  &  Difficulty  of  procuring  the  Articles 
themselves.  We  submit  to  your  Ezoellenef"  Consideration  whether 
this  Circumstance  is  not  deserving  of  Attention.  It  is  a  Burthen 
which  ought  not  to  be  partially  laid  &  if  not  rectified  will  faU  ez- 
tcemelj  heavy  on  this  State  which  has  its  Deposits  at  such  a  Distance 
k  must  depend  on  the  inner  Counties  to  have  them  filled.  After 
viewing  the  Matter  in  every  possible  Light  &  with  the  most  anzious 
Denres  to  ezert  ourselves  &  raise  as  few  Difficulties  as  possible,  we 
are  obliged  to  acknowledge  that  we  see  no  Prospect  of  ejCscting  the 
Ttansfportation  at  such  Instance  by  the  Bzertions  of  the  State 
flinriy. 

The  inclosed  Representation  has  been  transmitted  to  ns  from  the 
Amy,  as  we  find  upon  Inquiry  it  had  not  been  oomnunieated  to 
yonr  T&xteH^  we  thought  it  incumbent  on  us  to  forward  it  to  you  as 
BooD  asposmbleft  that  before  any  Means  had  been  taken  upon  it 
other  in  the  State  or  Congress.  Its  Contents  are  really  important,  ^ 
ft  may  lead  to  Consequences  the  most  interesting,  we  must  therefore 
intrude  so  far  on  your  Time  as  to  request  your  Opinion  ft  Advice 
both  in  Matter  ft  Manner  by  which  we  shall  be  very  much  directed 
in  our  farther  Proceeding  therein.  As  we  conceive  voluntary  Inlist- 
ment  now  nearly  over  we  confess  the  Incorporation  of  the  Regiments 
would  be  very  agreeable  to  us  as  it  would  prove  a  great  saving  of 
pablick  Ezpence,  a  very  necessary  Consideration  at  all  Times  ft  at 
this  in  particular,  but  we  do  not  seek  local  Qratifications  if  incom- 
patible with  the  general  Good  of  the  Service. 

It  has  been  very  much  the  Wish  of  the  Legiidature  of  this  State 
that  8  or  4  loose  Artill'  Companies  belonging  to  the  State  but  doing 
Duty  with  Col.  Lamb's  Regiment  should  be  incorporated  with  Col. 
Proctor^s  Regiment.  Gen.  Knoz,  when  I  was  at  Camp,  approved  of 
it  highly  on  Condition  some  Vaeanciea  in  Proctors  Regiment  eonld 
be  previously  filled  up— to  this  the  Officers  in  those  Companies  con- 
sented but  by  some  Means  the  Incorporation  is  not  effected.  It 
would  be  trespasshig  on  yonr  Ezoeli'*  lime  to  send  you  the  Resolves 
but  there  have  been  two  ezpress  Recommendations  on  this  Subject 
firom  the  House  of  Assembly  to  their  Delegates  in  Congress.    Tht 


194  PBNNSXLVANIA  AKCHIVB8  1780. 

latter  referr'd  it  to  the  Board  of  War  &  they  informed  na  thej 
waited  joar  Exoell^  Opinion  upon  it^  this  is  now  some  months  post. 
I  am  with  very  great  Respect  &  Regard 

your  EzcelU*  most  obed.  &  very 

Hbble  Serr. 

Directed^ 

His  Exoeiry  G«n.  Washington,  Head  Quarters. 


Pbbs.  Bbxp,  to  Cha*s  Hall,  1780. 

April  18, 1780. 

Sir, 

Tour  Letter  of  the  20th  Ult.  has  been  received  &  laid  before  the 
OonnciL  We  request  yon  would  form  a  State  of  your  Aooonnts-ft 
transmit  the  same,  obeerring  at  the  same  Time  that  the  Council 
consider  tiiat  all  Lands  which  have  not  been  paid  for  agreeable  to 
the  Conditions  of  Sale  are  deemed  the  Property  of  the  Common- 
wealth. It  behig  their  Determined  Resolution  to  make  no  Title 
upon  such  Sale  unless  in  case  of  punctual  Payment  or  the  Deprecia- 
tion made  up.  The  Agents  by  receiving  the  Money  afterwards  were 
Siilty  of  a  great  Mistake  &  assumed  a  Power  of  controlling  the 
irections  of  the  Board  which  they  ought  not  to  have  done.  .  We 
have  this  Day  refused  to  receive  a  Sum  of  Money  from  the  Asent 
of  Northampton  County  or  to  execute  the  Deeds  &  think  ourselves 
bound  to  do  the  same  with  others.  As  to  Dr.  Harris's  Claim  it 
appears  a  very  frivolous  one  &  is  probably  by  this  Time  barr'd  by 
the  Act  which  directs  its  being  offered  to  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  within  6  months  after  the  Estate  of  the  Traytor  is  advertised 
for  Sale.  However  as  the  Judges  will  soon  sit  in  Lancaster  County 
you  will  do  well  to  consult  them  upon  it,  &  if  Harris  does  not  sup- 
port it  take  no  farther  Notice  of  it 

Your  destroying  the  Receipts  k  not  making  Entries  of  the  Times 
of  Payment  were  both  unfortunate  &  irregular,  we  would  have  yoa 
endeavour  to  ascertain  the  Times  of  Payment  as  we  shall  only  have 
the  Trouble  of  refusing  the  Deeds  if  the  Matter  is  not  put  on  such  a 
Footing  as  that  Justice  may  be  done  the  State. — Mr.  Crawfords 
Deed  certainly  will  not  be  executed  &  we  are  the  more  surprized 
you  should  receive  from  him  in  January  as  in  December  we  expressly 
and  publiekly  forbid  the  Agents  to  receive  any  more  Money  upon 
the  broken  Conditions.  This,  therefore,  must  be  settled  Mtween 
yourselvesias  we  cannot  ratify  a  Purchase  when  the  Conditions  were 
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not  only  broken  in  ihe  first  Instanooi  but  oar  farther  Directionf 
disreganled. 

Mr.  Muaaer  promised  to  gire  this  Board  satisfactory  Information 
with  respect  to  the  Indian  LAnds  which  he  has  not  done  tho  he  has 
been  since  in  Town,  it  is  therefore  the  Sense  of  the  Gonncil  that 
they  should  be  in  the  Possession  of  the  State  untill  he  complys  with 
bis  Promise  or  gets  his  Eight  ascertained  in  dne  Course  of  Law. 
Ton  are  therefore  directed  to  take  suitable  Measures  for  this  Pur- 
pose and  as  the  Laws  with  Respect  to  dealing  in  Gold  &  Silver  are 
not  now  in  Force  yon  may  assess  for  a  Rent  in  Specie  with  the 
several  Tenants,  &  if  they  refuse  to  conform  send  down  the  earliest 
NotieCy  as  a  late  Act  of  Assembly  fully  authorizes  Gonncil  to  take 
Possession  of  Lands  thus  circumstanced.  Judge  Atlee,  to  whom 
jou  can  communicate  this  Part  of  the  Letter  wiU  give  yon  his  Ad- 
Tioe  &  Pireotion. 

I  am  Sir^ 

your  very  Hbbl  Serv. ', 

IHrectedj 

To  Charles  Hall^  Esq.,  Agent  for  confiscated  Estates,  Lancaster. 


BESOLUIIOIi  OF  CONQRSSSy  1780. 

In  Congress,  April  18, 1780. 

Besolved, 

That  a  copy  of  Col*  Broadhead's  letter,  of  the  27'^  Feb'y  and  the 
papers  referred  to  in  it  be  sent  to  the  governor  and  Council  of  Vir- 
ginia and  to  the  supreme  executive  council  of  Pensylvania. 

Besolved,  That  Co^  Broadhead  shall  be  supported  by  Congress  in 
any  acts  or  orders  which  the  nature  of  the  service,  and  the  discharg- 
ing of  his  duty  as  commanding  officer  at  fort  Pitt  hath  made  or  shall 
make  necessary. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 
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Tho&  JssmsBBOS  Gov.  of  Ya,  to  P&bb.  Bud,  1780. 

In  Gonnei],  April  18, 1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  reoeive  your  Ezcelleney's  favor  of 
March  27'*'  and  am  to  retam  you  our  linoere  thanks  for  yonr  inter' 
position  in  favor  of  the  operations  oarrying  on  by  General  Clark, 
operations  which  I  hope  will  result  equally  to  the  benefit  of  yonva 
as  of  our  State,  and  whioh  if  snocessfui  will  me  as  future  quiet  in 
our  western  quarter.  I  beg  you  to  be  assured  that  Colo.  Brosdhead 
has  been  altogether  misiniormod  as  to  anj  restriction  having  been 
laid  on  a  M'  Wilson  or  any  other  person  m  purchasing  within  this 
State  cattle  for  the  use  of  Fort  pitt,  or  that  if  such  a  restriction 
actually  took  place^  it  was  a  private  act  in  those  who  presumed  to 
impose  it,  unauthorised*  by  government  &  which  would  have  been 
censured  and  rectified  had  it  been  made  known.  We  are  so  sendble  of 
the  evils  which  would  result  from  such  a  line  of  conduct,  and  so 
sincerely  disposed  to  render  the  union  ^  the  States  more  perfect 
that  we  shall  on  all  occasions  endeavor  to  render  to  our  neighbors 
every  friendly  office  which  circumstances  shall  bring  within  the 
compass  of  our  powers. 

I  am  further  to  thank  your  Ezoellenoy  for  the  kind  dispositions 
yon  entertain  k  the  aids  you  were  pleased  to  render  to  the  expedi- 
tion under  the  Marquis  of  Fayette  which  was  intended  for  the  im- 
mediate relief  of  this  State  in  particular,  as  well  as  for  those 
furnished  to  General  Greene  for  the  southern  servioe  in  general. 
Such  is  the  present  aspect  of  the  war,  that  it  does  not  seem  very 
probable  its  circumstances  should  be  so  reversed  as  to  place  us  in  a 
situation  of  returning  the  iavor  in  kind  however  we  trust  that  while 
the  contest  was  northwarda  our  oontrihotions  of  men,  arms  &  other 
necessaries  were  snoh  as  to  prove  we  shonld  not  be  wanting  ta  our 
friends  under  a  change  of  (Hroumstances  with  respect  to  yonr  State 
particularly  we  shall  take  very  great  pleasure  in  cultivating  every 
disposition  to  harmony  &  mutual  aid ;  that  policy  would  be  very 
unsound  which  should  build  our  interest  or  happiness  on  any  thing 
inconsistent  with  yours. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

with  very  great  respect 

your  Excellency's 

mo  ob  Serv't 

TH-.  JEFFESSON. 

*  Not  found. 
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ChABUS  PsTTIT  to  PkBB..  BBBDy  1780. 

PUlad%  20  April,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  hooor  to  iiMloie  to  yon  herein  the  Dnoght  of  the 
PresideDi  oi  Congrees  on  tbe  Presideni  &  Oonncil  of  ihk  Stoto,  on 
which  I  reqnest  jronr  Ezcellencja  order  for  payment 

This  order  being  for  Two  hundred  ninety  eight  thonaand  six 
hnndred  &  four  IlolTare  {g**^  ia  granted  principally  for  the  immedi- 
ate pnrpoee  of  equipping  k  forwarding  the  Division  of  Troopa  now 
on  Uieir  maroh  to  the  southward,  the  preparatfena  for  which  are 
already  behind  the  oocaaion.  A  conaiderabie  part  of  the  sum  will 
be  appropriated  to  eoUeeting  of  the  pnblick  Horses  disperaed  in 
various  parts  of  the  State,  whose  keeping  for  some  months  past  mnat 
be  paid  for  before  we  can  draw  the  Horses  from  the  Farmers  who 
have  them  in  posseaswa.  Other  purposes  equally  urgent  eaU  for  the 
Benduo. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be  sir, 

your  moat  obedient  aorv't 

CHAS  PETTIT, 

A.  Q.  M.  aen».* 
Directed, 

His  Excelleney,  Joseph  Reed^  Esqr.;  President  of  the  Slato  of 
Pennsylvania*  ^ 


Cou  Brodhbap  to  P&£8.  Bbed,  1780. 

Head  Quarters^  Pittsburgh,  April  20<%  1780 

Sir, 

I  am  honoured  with  your  Letter  Dated  in  Council  the  14*^  of 
Feb'y  lasty-f  and  as  it  expresses  a  want  of  attention  to  my  Duty,  and 
a  doubtless,  of  Becord  in  the  Books  of  the  supreme  Executive 
Oouncil  of  the  State,  whereof  (altho^  at  present  a  soldier)  I  glory  in 
being  a  Oiticen.  I  feel  the  rebuke,  gontie  and  discreet  as  may  seem 
very  sensibly.  It  is  however  a  smidl  consolation,  that  the  Honor- 
able Supreme  Executive  Oounoil  was  not,  perhaps,  at  the  time  of 
writing  this  Letter  fully  acquainted  with  cireumsunces  on  this  side 
the  mountain,  nor  with  my  Instmctiotts  from  his  Excellency  the 
Commander  in  chief*    And  therefore  I  lake  the  liberty  here,  of 

*  Bee  CoL  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  a2«,  «2a  f  ^^69  109  of  this  Vol. 
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mentioning,  that  it  was  by  bis  instractions  that  I  enlisted'  as  many 
men  from  tbe  diffei<eiit  Corps,  whose  Terms  were  iieariy  expired,  as 
could  be  prevailed  on  to  serve  during  the  war,  and  those  of  the 
Banging  Companies  enlisted  into  my  Begiment,  being  destitute  of 
Clothing,  I  immediately  ordered  them  to  be  clothed  by  my  Regi* 
mental  Clothier,  and  after  having  done  this  I  felt  an  unwillingness 
to  have  the  Men  marched  to  places  where  coasidering  the  inclement 
Season  of  the  year,  there  was  but  little  prospect  of  their  answering 
any  salutary  purpose,  or  even  a  probability  of  having  them  subsisted. 
And  the  more  so,  as  their  movement  appeared  to  be  calculated  only, 
to  favor  the  humour  of  a  couple  of  unmilitary  men  at  the  Heads  of 
the  Ranging  Companies,  or  to  prevent  me  from  engaging  them 
during  the  war  into  one  of  the  Begiments  of  the  State,  stationed 
upon  its  frontier. 

As  to  my  refusing  Provisions  I  conceive,  my  letter  to  Col<*  Lochrj 
might  have  convinced  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  that  I  did  not 
refuse  them  to  those  Companies,  but  as  I  had  received  no  Instruo- 
tions  conoeming  them,  and  your  Letter  assured  me  they  were  not 
under  my  Command  untill  some  offensive  operations  should  take 
place,  it  appeared  to  me  that  I  had  nothing  more  to  do  with  their 
subsistence  than  with  the  other  Companies  raised  at  the  same  time 
for  the  Defence  of  the  Frontier  &  stationed  below  the  mountain  and 
therefore  I  thought  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  give  any  orders  respect- 
ing them,  but  left  the  matter  between  Col""  Lochry  &  the  Deputy 
Commissary  of  issues. 

I  have  a  great  personal  regard  foe  Col*  Lpchry  and  by  his  late 
Letters  I  am  convinced  that  tbe  harmony  subsisting  between  us  is 
uninterrupted,  but  I  conceive  that  on  account  of  his  connection  with 
Capt"*  Erwln  &  Campbell  he  has  been  led  to  do  things  contrary  to 
his  own  Judgment. 

The  Inhabitants  of  Westmoreland  in  general  I  flatter  myself,  are 
ready  at  any  time  to  acknowledge  my  particular  attention  &  protec- 
tion. And  I  appeal  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  whether,  considering  the  inclemency  of  the  Season  the  scan- 
tiness of  our  Provisions,  and  the  necessity  of  preventing  every  un- 
necessary expence  to  the  public,  the  Ranging  Companies  ought  not 
to  have  been  discharged  agreeable  to  my  recommendation  to  Col* 
Lochry,  and  whether  Captains  Erwin  &  Campbell  ought  not  to  have 
been  tried  by  a  Gen*  Court  martial  of  the  line  for  their  insolence  ft 
disobedience  of  orders. 

In  your  letter  of  the  SO^*  of  October,*  received  the  80**  November, 
you  say  the  ^*  ranging  Companies  were  raised  by  Congress  at  the 
express  desire  of  the  Assembly  of  the  State  for  the  Defence  of  the 
frontiers,  the  whole  to  be  executed  by  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council.  In  these  Circumstances  and  not  being  personally  ac- 
quainted with  thoee  Stations  where  they  might  be  most  usefoll,  yom 

*  See  Vol.  Vn.  p.  771. 
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*  put  tliem  uncler  the  Direction  of  the  Lient**  of  Counties  where  it  wu 
supposed  they  would  be  neoessarj.^  For  these  reasons  is  I  said 
before  and  not  haying  reoeived  any  instructions  concerning  them  I 
took  it  for  granted  that  the  Lieut**  of  Counties  had  full  and  KnfUe 
Uistra^ons  &  authority  to  draw  proyisione  for  the  Troona  they  had 
the  exmsive  command  of.  I  did  not  understand  from  the  words  of 
jouTlMtpr  which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  recite^  that  the  Hon'ble 
3npreme  Ezecutiye  Council  were  authorised  either  to  discharge  er 
reinlist  the  ranging  Companies. 

I  declare  upon  my  Honor  that  I  do  entertain  sentiments  of  the 
highest  respect  towards  the  Supreme  Executiye  Council^  and  I  sin- 
cerely wish  to  recommend  myself  to  the  notice  &  regard  of  the 
Xiegislature  of  Pens*  in  general.  I  could  therefore  wish  that  when 
other  Troops  are  to  be  sent  to  this  district  under  its  particular 
Command  the  Hon'ble  Executiye  Council  would  be  pleased  to  com- 
municate to  me  or  any  succeeding  commandg  officer  the  Terms  upon 
vhich  they  are  raised  &  from  wl^t  magazines  they,  are  to  draw  their 
proyisions  &  Stores. 

I  haye  the  Honor  to  he 

with  the  most  sincere  regard  k  esteem 

Dear  sir  your  miost  obed*  &  Humble  Sery't 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD, 
Col*  commandg  W.  D. 
Directed^ 

His  Exoell'  Joseph  Beed  E8q^ 


Pbbs.  of  Congress  to  Prss.  Reed,  1780. 

Circular. 

Philadelphia,  April  20, 1780. 
Sir, 

By  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  15^  Instant  herewith  enclosed  yon 
will  be  informed  that  any  State  shall  haye  Credit  in  their  Account 
with  the  United  Sttftes  for  such  Clothing  as  they  may  furnish  to  the 
Officers  of  the  Hospital  and  medical  Staff  agreeable  to  the  act. 
I  haye  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect 

your  Excelly's  hbble  seryant, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 

Dirtctedf 

His  Excell'y  The  President  of  Pennsylyania. 


see  PBNNSTLYANU  ABCHITES  1780; 

JosBPH  Shipput,  Jb.  to  Pbb8.  BbBD)  1780. 

Sir, 

I  thifl  numient  reoeivcd  by  the  Post  your  Letter,  without  Date, 
inclosing  a  Copy  of  an  Order  of  Council  of  the  25^  of  last  month 
directing  me  to  deliver  to  you,  on  or  before  this  day,  the  Records 
Books  and  Papers  belonging  to  the  Office  of  Secretair  of  the  late 
Government  of  Pennsylvania.  I  should  have  obeyed  the  Directions 
of  that  Order  before  this  time,  if  I  had  received  the  Copy  you  refer 
to  in  your  Letter ;  but  it  has  never  yet  come  to  hand.  I  can  there- 
fore only  now  inform  you,  in  Obedience  to  the  Requisition  of  the 
Council,  that,  some  time  in  the  month  of  August  1776,  just  before 
I  removed  into  this  County,  I  delivered  up  all  the  Records  Books 
%nd  papers  belonging  to  the  Office  of  Secretary  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment to  The  Hon^i*  John  Penn  Esquire;  in  whose  Custody  I  have 
no  doubt  they  still  remain,  and  I  request  you  will  communicate  this 
to  the  Council  as  the  Reason  why  it  is  not  in  my  Power  fully  to 
comply  with  their  Order  abovementioned. 
lam  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  Servant, 

JOSEPH  SHIPPEN  Jr.* 

Eennet  Square,  Chester  County,  20th  April  1780  3  o'clock  P.  M. 
Directed, 

Timothy  Hatlack  Esquire,  Secretary  of  The  Council  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


GUSTAVTJS  RlSBSRG  TO  COUNCIL,  1780. 

Philad-,  April  21, 1780. 
Gentlemen, 

By  a  letter  nceived  this  day  from  the  Issuing  Oommifsary  at 
lionoaster  I  am  informed  that  Flour  is  much  wanted  foe  the  use  of 
that  Post,  and  that  application  has  been  made  to  M'  Wirts  the 
County  Commissioner  for  the  Same,  who  returned  for  answer  that 
none  could  be  delivered  without  an  order  from  your  Honourable 
Board. 

Your  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  the  Council  will  therefore 
be. pleased  to  direct  Mr  Wirtz  to  deliver  the  Issuing  Commissary 
such  articles  he  may  occasionally  want  for  the  accomodation  of  the 

*  See  Oolon.  Bee.,  Vol.  Xn.»  p.  327. 
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*  Prisoners  stationed  there,  and  tl^e  marohing  Parties  which  dailj 
passes  to  j<Mn  the  Main  army. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Oentlemen, 
Yoar  most  Obed'  Servant, 
GUSTAVQS  RISBERG, 
D.  a  G.  of  Issues  M  Dept 
DxrecUd^ 

His  Ezoelleney  the  President^  and  the  Honourable  the  Council^ 
for  the  State  of  Penusylvania. 

Present. 


Pass.  Kbbb  to  Nicholas  Lutz,  1780. 

Sir, 

Tour  aooeptance  of  the  Appointment  of  Commissioner  of  Purchases 
is  Tery  agreeaUe  to  utfas  well  as  your  Intelligence,  that  you  do  not 
apprehend  any  Difficulty  in  ezecuiingjt.  The  Money  is  issued  on 
such  good  Security,  redeemable  in  10  Years  that  no  Person  can  Doubt 
Its  goodness,  ft  bearing  an  interest  of  5^  c* ;  it  is  certainly  more 
beneficial  to  the  Holder  than  even  Gold  or  Silver.  It  is  probable 
Indian  Com  may  be  set  too  high  in  your  County,  but  as  Oats  may 
be  substituted  in  Lieu  we  have  not  thought  it  best  to  make  any 
Alteration,  You  will  therefore  proceed  with  as  much  Expedition  as 
may  be  consistent  with  Prudence  by  no  Means  appointing  a  great 
number  of  Assistants,  or  expressing  too  great  Anxiety  to  purchase,  & 
least  of  all  would  have  you  use  any  compulsive  Measures  or  press 
your  Applications  in  any  other  than  the  usual  Mode  of  ^  buying  k 
selling. 

We  expect  the  Laws,  from  the  Press  every  day,  one  of  which  will 
be  for  wanted  you  immediately,  &  as  soon  as  the  Money  comes  out 
which  we  expect  will  be,  in  two  or  8  Weeks  at  farthest  you  will  be 
furnished  with  what  is  needful. 
I  am  sir. 

Your  Obed.  Hbble,  Servt, 

J.  R. 

Nicholas  Lutz  Esq.;  Comms.  of  Purchases  Berks  County. 
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Pbbs.  of  Congress  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  April  23, 1780. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  to  lay  before  your*  Ezoellency  and  Coimcil  an  Act 
of  Congress  of  the  18th  Instant,  together  with  Copies  of  sundry 
Papers  from  Colo.  Brodhesd,  No.  1  &  2,  to  which  the  Act  refers,  by 
which  yon  will  be  informed  that  a  Suit  is  instituted  against  Colo. 
Brodhead  in  Virginia  in  Consequence  of  Orders  given  by  him  as 
Commanding  Officer  at  Fort  Pitt. 

You  will  also  observe  the  Resolution  Congress  have  adopted  to 
support  Colo.  Brodhead  in  any  Acts  or  orders  which  the  Nature  of 
the  Service  and  discharging  his  Duty  as  Commanding  Officer  at  Fort 
Pitt  hath  made,  or  shall  make  necessary,  with  which  Sentiment  I 
doubt  not  the  Legislative  and  Executive  Powers  of  this  Common- 
wealth will  fully  concur,  and  so  far  as  appertains  to  them  support 
him  in  every  Act  that  is  necesBary  for  a/aiih/tU  Discharye  of  hi$ 
Duly  as  Commanding  Officer  at  Fort  Pitt. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  the  highest  respect, 

Tour  Bzcelle/s  obed't  h'bble  servant, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  Presidentf 
His  EzoeU'y,  Preudent  Beed. 


John  Yah  Oampen  to  Pabs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Lower  Smithfield,  April  the  24tfa,  1780. 
Hon'dSir, 

I  hope  my  \hi  by  Mr.  Mixer  is  Come  to  hand  informing  you  of 
the  Incursion  of  the  Indians  at  the  house  of  Manuel  Gunsaleyes.  I 
herewith  inform  your  honour  of  their  later  attempts.  James  MoCarte 
with  his  family  was  Removed  to  the  Jersey,  ou  the  20th  Instant  his 
Sons  went  to  their  home  to  feed  the  Cattle,  Discovered  sings  of 
Indians,  Returned  to  the  Jersey  Immediately  &  acquainted  Major 
Westbrook  and  Captain  Westbrook  the  sings  they  had  Discovered, 
they  Sent  Immediately  for  some  of  their  best  men  k  Croos'd  the 
River  that  night,  about  sun  rise  the  morning  following  Discovered 
the  Indians  Nigh  the  Bamn  and  began  the  attack ;  the  number  of 
the  Enemy  is  supposed  to  be  about  fourteen )  the  Major  Reoeived 
no  Damage  with  nis  party ;  the  Indians  retreated  to  the  woods  \  the 
major  was  Reinforced  by  Capt.  Yannatten,  with  three  of  his  sons  & 

*  See  page  195. 

t  See  Colon.  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  881* 
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ion  in  Lnw,  Pnnmed  tbe  Indians  by  tbe  Blood,  ft  abont  two  miles 
Came  up  with  them.  As  it  is  without  Doubt  three  of  them  was 
wonnded,  Benewed  the  attack,  Dro?e  the  Indiana  in  a  few  minntea, 
thaj  Ran  to  the  edge  of  a  thick  wood ;  Gaptain  Vannatten  main* 
tatned  his  Ground  with  hia  few  men,  the  Major  with  hia  men  also, 
Cq>lain  Weatbrook'a  men  left  him  at  the  first  fire  from  the  Enemy 
in  the  woods,  whieh  was  the  ruin  of  the  whole ;  but  the  ground 
maintained  for  some  time  ft  the  retreat  secured  by  the  Major  ft 
Vannatten ;  Kill'd  ft  missing  on  the  part  of  the  Major  ft  Yannatten 
Captain  Westbrook  missing,  not  yet  found,  Benjamin  Eonis  kill'd, 
son  in  ]»w  to  Capt.  Vannatten,  Richard  Bosekrans  kill'd  and  two 
more  wounded.  Of  the  Enemy  Kill'd,  two  found,  one  an  officer, 
appearing  by  his  Dress,  found  in  bis  pocket  a  Regular  Journal  from 
the  first  of  Bfardi  until  the  16th  Inst.,  at  appears  by  his  Journal 
there  is  three  hondred  ft  Ninety  marched  from  Niagagari,  divided 
into  Diffident  partieS|  the  Officer  was  a  White  man. 

Respective  Sir, 

Tme  now  under  Difficulties  of  mind,  what  the  Event  will  be  Ood 
only  knows,  the  people  are  Determined  to  Evacuate  the  Country^  as 
there  appears  no  prospect  of  Belief  by  the  millitia. 
I  am  Sir,  with  Due  Respect, 

Tour  Most  Huble  servt., 

JO^N  VANCAMPBN. 

P.  S.  The  said  MoCartee,  where  the  attack  began,  is  about  two 
miles  Below  Wells*  ferry,  on  tbe  Banks  of  Delaware. 

Capt.  Vannatten  lives  in  Delaware  Township,  one  mile  Below 
HoCartee's. 

To  his  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  the  Executive 
Council,  Philadelphia. 


ClBOULAR  07  CONOBBSS,   1780. 

In  Congress,  April  24th,  1780. 

It  is  the  duty  of  Confpress  to  be  as  full  and  explicit  in  their  requi- 
sitiona,  ae  the  public  exigencies  are  great  and  pressing,  and  they  are 
confident  that  tbe  Citiaens  of  these  States  are  not  more  desirous  to 
be  informed  of  their  affairs  than  they  are  ready  and  willing  to  afibrd 
the  moat  vigorous  assistance*  It  is  unnecessary  to  mention  our 
embarrassments,  they  are  known  to  you,  to  tbe  means  of  relieving 
them  we  wish  your  attention. 
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The  whole  of  the  momes  due  on  the  qaotas  cf  taxee  to  the  fiftt^of 
March  lasty  are  become  of  immediate  &  indiepensible  aeceeeity* 
Nameroas  debts  have  accumulated  on  the  public  de]>artment8y  and 
justtoe  requires  thej  should  be  forthwith  discharged.  Large  same 
are  also  requisite  for  the  purposes  of  transportation,  and  to  eontinue 
the  purchases  of  supplies  for  the  army  until  the  States  are  prepared 
to  furnish  them.  On  these  quotas  draughts  are  now  making  and 
must  continue  to  be  made  to  the  whole  amount,  nor  can  a  doubt  be 
admitted  of  their  being  punctually  answered.  If  any  State  should 
be  unprepared ;  if  the  collections  are  incomplete,  not  a  moment  is  to 
be  lost.  Delay  will  be  disappointment,  and  may  involve  conse- 
quenqes  too  interesting,  too  fatal  to  be  hazarded.  Should  the  public 
operations  through  languor  and  inattention  be  retarded  and  stoppedi 
should  those  exertions  which  have  hitherto  rendered  this  contest  oouo 
spicuaus  to  the  world,  be  intermitted,  the  fairest  prospects  and  the 
most  promising  occasion  may  be  irretrievably  lost  Urge,  therefare, 
the  instant  execution  of  every  measure  which  has  been  adopted,  and 
the  speedy  adoption  of  such  as  yet  remain  to  be  taken. 

The  speeifick  supplies  reqaired  by  the  resolutions  of  the  25th  of 
February  last,  will  forthwith  become  matter  of  equal  urgettoy  and 
importance.  These  must  be  i^lied  on  in  future  as  the  principal^  not 
to  say  the  only  resource  from  which  the  army  is  U^  be  supported. 
From  the  obvious  propriety  pf  adopting  the  mode  there  described  as 
best  suited  to  the  ease  and  convenience  of  the  respective  States ;  as 
making  a  just  apportionment  of  the  burthens  of  the  war ;  and  as 
necessary  for  correcting  abuses  in  the  expenditure  of  public  money ; 
Congress  have  the  fullest  confidence  that  the  measure  will  be  approved 
and  successful,  and  by  seasonably  and  amply  providing  for  the  army 
enable  them  to  act  and  co-operate  as  circumstances  may  requirCi 
with  vigour  and  decision  through  the  ensuing  campaign. 

The  resources  of  our  country,  even  after  a  five  years  obstinale  and 
wasting  war,  are  still  abuodant,  and  in  articles  the  most  essential, 
scarcely  impaired.  The  spirit  of  the  people  is  free  to  produce  them, 
all  that  is  wanting  is  an  established  medium  of  negotiation,  to  be 
applied  in  effecting  it.  Such  we  are  firmly  persuaded  will  be  secured 
by  a  proper  attention  to  the  resolutions  of  the  18th  March  last,  from 
which,  as  the  object  is  not  confined  to  the  purchase  of  public  supplies 
only,  but  extends  to  the  various  transactious  of  the  communityi  the 
most  extensive  benefits  may  be  justly  expected. 

The  crisis  calls  for  exertion ;  much  b  to  be  done  in  a  little  time ; 
and  every  motive  that  can  stimulate  the  mind  of  man  presents  itself 
to  view.  No  period  has  occurred  in  this  long  and  glorious  struggle 
in  which  indecision  could  be  so  destructive  ]  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
no  conjuncture  has  been  more  favorable  to  great  and  deciding  efforts. 

We  detain  you  no  longer  than  to  mention  the  necessity  of  early 
and  frequent  communications  on  the  subjects  of  this  address ;  and  to 
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remind  yon  bow  mnob  tbey  contribute,  on  all  oceanons,  to  tbe  buo- 
eeas  of  arrangements  for  tbe  public  safety. 

By  order  of  Congress. 

.  SAML.  HUNTINGTON,  President 
For  His  Excellency,  tbe  President  in  Council  &  tbe  liCgislatuTO 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


OoH.  Gbnl.  Wadsworth  to  Pebs.  Bebd,  1780. 

Hartford,  April  24%  1780. 
Dew  Sir, 

I  take  tbe  Liberty  to  request  you  will  favour  me  witb  a  Copy  of 
tbe  letter  from  a  Committee  of  Congress  to  you  on  tbe  subject  of 
Sbipping  flour,  in  wbicb  tbey  inform  Your  Excellency  tbat  tbey 
bave  an  *'  excess  of  flour  wbicb  is  spoiling  in  tbeir. Magazines" ;  I  am 
not  mire  tbeae  are  tbeir  very  words,  but  tbe  sense  is,  I  believe,  tbe 
same.  I  sbou'd  not  take  this  liberty,  but  as  you  expressed  a  wil- 
lingnesa  to  oblidge  me,  wben  I  conversed  with  you  on  tbe  subject, 
you  will  excuse  me. 

I  am.  very  respeetfuUy, 

Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  St., 

JERE.  WADSWQKTH. 
iHreeUd, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq%  President  of  tbe  State  of 
Pensilvania. 


!P£B8«  Bbsd  to  Col.  Samuel  Huntbb,  1780. 

In  Council, 

Pbilad*,  AprU  24t^  1780. 
Sir, 

1  am  now  to  acknowledge  your  Favour  of  tbe  17*^*  by  M'  Chambers. 
We  sinoerely  deplore  the  unhappy  State  of  the  County,  &  have  spent 
a  oonsiderablo  Time  in  devising  Means  of  Relief.  In  tbe  present 
reduced  State  of  the  Continental  Army,  we  are  persuaded  we  should 
only  distress  tbe  Qeneral  by  the  Request  of  Troops,  as  there  is  no 
Probability  tbat  it  would  be  granted.  To  send  a  Body  of  Militia 
seems  generally  agreed  to  be  inadequate,  &  in  some  Respects  distress- 
ing to  those  in  whose  Behalf  they  are  sent.  Added  to  this,  you  are 
aoqoainted  in  a  former  Letter  witb  the  State  of  our  Treasury,  which 

*  See  page  189. 
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18  not  altered  for  the  better ;  tho'  we  hope  in  a  short  Time  the  Gol« 
leotion  of  .th3  Taxes  will  relieve  us  from  the  present  Difficulty;  and 
you  may  depend  upon  it  we  shall  keep  our  Attention  fixed  on  your 
Affairs,  &  forward  a  Supply  with  all  Dispatch.  ^ 

We  have,  upon  farther  Consideration,  thought  proper  to  increase 
the  Reward  for  voluntary  &  private  Excursions ;  &  as  we  hope  the 
Supply  of  Ammunition  has  arrived  before  this  Time,  must  depend 
upon  your  Prudence  to  deliver  it  out  with  Care  &  Frugality. 

Col.  Weltner's  Orders  are  to  consult  with  you,  &  take  your  Advice 
&  Assistance  in  stationing  his  Troops — you  must  spirit  them  to  turn 
out,  &  not  lay  in  their  Posts,  when  their  Exertions  might  bd  honour- 
able to  themselves  &  useful  to  you. 

As  to  Col.  Antis  procuring  Beef,  that  Article  not  being  in  the 
Pemand  of  Congress,  the  former  Commissi  should  certainly  proceed 
as  if  no  other  Apportionments  had  been  made. 
I  am^  Sir, 

Tour  Obed,  Hbble.  Sejvt., 

J.  REED.    . 


Gbn.  Wm.  Irvinb  to  Prbs.  Bebd,  1780 

Campi  near  Moinstown;  April  25;  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  Act  of  Congress  respecting  the  sospension  of  the  appointment 
of  Officers,  is  not  clearly  understood  in  the  Army — however,  most  aT9 
of  opinion,  that  the  Intention  cannot  be  to  put  a  stop  to  the  filling  np 
Vacancies,  with  the  Officers  already  in  the  Line ;  was  it  understood 
otherwise  it  would  create  vast  uneasiness;  indeed,  every  officer  ezpectSi 
not  only  regular  but  instant  promotion.  I  am  certain  it  will  not  be 
possible  to  avoid  it — Tho'  t  believe  dl  agree  that  entire  new  appoint- 
ments may  be  dispensed  with  in  the  present  state  of  the  Troops. 

L*  Colonel  Williams's  Resignation,  &  Major  Bylis's  death  leave  one 
D  Col.  &  two  Majoritys  Vacant.  Alexander  &  Tudor  are  the  oldest 
Captains  in  the  Line ;  but  as  there  is  a  dispute  between  these  two 
Gentlemen,  I  think  it  would  be  best  that  no  Commission  should  Issue 
for  either,  untill  it  is  settled — (whieh,  I  believe,  will!  be  done  in  a 
few  days,  by  a  Board  of  Officers)  as  soon  as  it  is  I  shall  acquaint 
your  Excellency. 

The  Troops  of  every  State  has,  I  believe  been  venr  urgent  that 
each  should  do  the  same  for  them  that  oars  has — ^but  1  can  not  learn 
any  other  uneasiness  that  our  supplys  has  occasioned ;  so  far  from 
it,  we  are  (or  I  should  rather  say)  our  Assembly  &  Council  are  held 
up  a9*a  pattern  to  all  the' others.  We  had  four  Battalions  Reviewed 
to  day,  by  the  French  Mio^r;  he  expressed  equal  pleaaore  & 
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sorpnae  at  their  tppMvmiioe  &  nuinoBQTriiig  &  firing.  Ha  ia  to  paaa 
the  line  of  Encampment  tomorrow  on  his  return  to  Philad*;  every 
body  ia  boay  &  each  Line  wish  to  exoell  Oara  dont  want  Vanity  to 
think  they  will  be  foremoet. 

I  am^  jy  Sir, 

with  real  esteem^ 

Your  Ezcelienoy'a 

most  Obedient  Senr% 
W-.  IKVINE. 
Hia  Excellency  Joseph  Beed^  Eaqnire. 


William  Hbnrt  to  Prbs.  Rbsb,  1780. 

Lancaster,  April  25th.  1780. 
Sir, 

The  Question  yon  are  pleased  to  put  to  me  in  your  Favour  of  the 
18^  In8^  is  not  a  little  im  Darrasaing,  for  in  the  Course  of  my  Answer 
I  shall  not  only  be  obliged  to  aceuse  my  Imployers  but  myself 
also.  The  Board  have  been  rather  remiss,  but  they  have  their 
Ezeoaes.  Their  Phy  will  not  support  their  Horses  while  in  Towvi 
much  less  themselves  and  pay  for  their  Servioes.  I  have  often 
obaervedi  when  they  come  to  Town,  they  hurrv  home  before  Uie 
Buainess  is  done,  which  I  thought  ought  to  have  been  done.  I  liave 
often  taken  the  Liberty  to  tell  them  so,  and  received  for  Answer, 
their  Pay  would  not  support  them.  I  do  not  say  their  Beaaons  were 
good,  but  it  is  a  Certainty,  they  are  such  as  influence  the  Minds  of 
most  Men.  I  couid  wish  the  Assembly  could  be  convinced,  **  that 
it  is  private  Interest  that  executes  Government,''  as  weU  with  Regard 
to  the  Board  as  the  Treasurers.  My  Pay  will  scarce  <dear  the  expenses 
.  twice  to  Philadelphia.  There  are  a  Number  of  Difficulties  to  be 
encountered  in  this  County  whicTi  none  of  the  others  have  to  strive 
with.  There  are  several  of  the  Townships,  which  have  not  more  than 
two  or  three  Persons  which  have  taken  the.  oath  of  Allegiance,  and 
therefore  not  capable  in  Law  to  act  as  Assessors  or  Appraisers.  This  ' 
gives  the  Board  much  Trouble  and  takes  much  time,  before  People 
can  be  found,  who  will  act  and  those  are  generally  of  the  lowest 
Character.  Some  Collectors  have  imploy'd  others  at  their  own 
Risque  and  will  suffer  by  it  I  am  indebted  at  this  Time  to  the  State 
between  Sixty  &  Seventy  Thousand  Pound,  which  I  have  laid  out  in 
purchase  of  Leather  and  Paying  Workmens  Wages  at  the  Shoe-Fao- 
tory  at  Philadelphia,  AUentown  and  Lancaster.  Pressed  by  the 
Board  of  War  and  the  Clothier  General,  as  I  am  to  make  the  utmost 
Exertions  to  furnish  the  Army  with  Shoes  and  Boots  by  the  opening 
of  the  Campain.  I  hope,  Sir,  you  will  excuse  the  Liberty  I  have 
lakesi  aa  it  wab  dona  only  with  an  Intent  to  further  the  Service* 
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The  wbole  of  tbe  Faotorjfl  most  baye  stop'd  ibr  want  of  Paj  and 
Materials,  if  I  bad  boI;  sapported  them  with  Monej.  I  do  net  even 
draw  Commisnont  on  the  Money  furnish'd  the  Faotorye.  I  thie  Daj 
write  to  the  Clothier  General,  who  will  draw  200^000  DoUara  ^m 
GongreBSy  and  replace  what  I  have  used.  There  is  yet  Fourteen 
Townships  out  of  Thirty  three  to  settle  for  the  first  Tax  for  1779 — 
as  soon  as  they  have  settled,  I  will  go  to  Philadel*  and  settle  with 
the  State-Treasurer,  which  I  expect  will  he  about  the  15*^  of  May 
next  or  sooner,  if  I  oan  settle  here  with  the  Board  and  Golleotors. 

I  am  Sir 
Tour  obed*  &  hum.  Ser. 

WILLIAM  HENRY. 

Directed. 
His  Ezoellenoy  Joseph  Reed  Esq*. 


Mbmoeial  John  Dunlap  &  Jamea  Buddin,  1780. 

To  His  Exoellenoy  Joseph  Rebd  Esquire  President,  and  the  Honour* 
able  Supreme  Executive  Gounoil  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Memorial  of  John  Dnnlap  and  James  fiuddin  on  Behalf  of 
tbemselves  and  of  Jacob  Morgan  jun'.,  Joseph  G&raon  and  John 
Ghalloner, 

Respectfully  sheweth. 

That  Your  Memorialists  in  September  laet  purchased  at  public 
Vendue,  of  the  Agents  for  the  Sale  of  forfuted  Eetates  in  Chester 
Gounty  that  Part  of  Tiuicnm  Island  within  said  Gounty,  which  was 
part  of  tbe  Estate  fontterly  of  Joeeph  Galloway  Esquire,  forfeited 
and  sold  in  due  Gourse  of  Law. 

That  your  Memorialists  have  complied  with  the  Terms  of  Sale  in 
every  Respect,  and  obtained  from  His  Excellency  the  President  and 
the  Honourable  Council  a  Deed  or  Grant  of  Confirmation  for  the 
same  Premises. 

That  nevertheless,  Abraham  Kintzing  the  former  Tenant  under  the 
said  Joseph  Galloway  refuses  to  yield  to  your  Memorialist,  the  Poa* 
session  of  the  said  Premises,  notwithstanding  his  having  been  there- 
unto divers  Times  required,  but  detains  the  same  to  the  great  Injury 
and  Damage  of  your  MemorialiAts,  the  present  rightful  Ownera 
thereof. 

Your  Memorialists  therefore  respectfully  pray,  His  Excellency  tbe 
President  and  the  Honorable  Council  may  be  pleased  to  cause  Pos- 
session  of  tiie  said  Premises  with  the  Appurtenances  to  K)e  delivered 
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«nko  them  in  doe  Fonn  of  Lav,  which  Tour  Memorialuts  shell 

gratefully  acknowledge  &^\ 

JOHN  DUNLAP. 
JAS.  BUDDIN  * 
Philadelphia,  April  26%  1780. 


pRBs.  Beed  to  Agents  ojt  Sloop  Aotiys,  1780. 

Gentlemen, 

Sundry  Petitions  haye  been  presented  by  Peisons  pretending  or 
perhaps  who  really  have  purchased  Prize  Money  of  the  Sloop  Active 
belonging  to  Deserters  from  the  Continental  Army.  It  is  the  clear 
Sense  of  the  Council  that  no  such  Purchasers  can  be  admitted  & 
they  expect  you  will  not  pay  any  prize  money  belonging  to  such 
Deaerters  without  the  Permission  ot  the  Board. 

I  am  Oent. 

your  obed.  Hbble  Serr. 
JOS.  BEED. 

April  26, 1780. 


Capt.  David  Zieqlbr  to  Prbs.  Bebd,  1780. 

Honourable  General, 

I  received  yours  of  the  22'  Instant  by  the  hand  of  Captain  Mo 
Gowin,  and  find  me  self  under  the  greatest  Obligations  to  tho  Hon^>* 
Counsil  for  the  Honour  they  Pay'  me  in  finding  me  Capable  of 
Acting  in  my  former  Capacity. 

I  am  very  sorry  to  hear  that  Mr.  Lytic  is  found  unacquainted 
with  the  Post  he  la  in,  and  that  he  Acts  Contrary  to  the  Acts  of 
Assembly. 

By  his  Estimate  send  to  the  Honble  Counsil  he  only  made  Calcu- 
lation for  the  Absent  Officers  &  men  on  furlough,  &c,  &Cy  but  it  is 
not  Issued.  I  should  be  very  happy  if  Mr.  Lytic  Could  fulfil  the 
poBt — as  I  would  rather  do  my  duty  in  the  regiment,  but  as  it  is  the 
desire  of  the  Honble  Counsil  that  I  should  resume  the  Office,  I 
should  be  very  happy  if  agreeable  to  the  Honble  Counsil  that  Mr. 
Lytle  should  Is6ue  and  other  Cargo,  and  then  if  he  does  not  get 

*  8ee  Col.  Eeo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  381. 
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Aoqnainted  with  the  Business  I  eannot  refuse,  as  my  Present  Health 
wont  Permit  me  of  taking  it  at  this  Time. 
Honourahle  General, 
I  have  the  Honour 

to  ho  your  most  Humble 

&  very  Obedient  Servant^ 

DAVID  ZIEGLER, 

Captain  !•*  Penn*  Rgt. 
Camp  27**  April,  1780. 

Directed^ 

On  Publick  Service. 

His  Ezoellenoy  Joseph  Reed,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Philadelphia. 


Col.  Dakl.  Bkodhead  to  Pres.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Pittsburgh,  April  27th,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  favor  of  the  80th  ultimo  the 
22nd  instant,  and  find  that  the  paragraph  respecting  the  difference 
of  sentiments  between  Col"  Lochroy  &  me  is  answered  in  my  Letter 
of  the  20th  instant. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  of  the  four  Companies  voted  to  be  raised  by 
the  authority  of  the  State  for  the  Defence  of  the  frontier,  and  as  I 
flatter  myself  the  Eastern  parts  of  the  State  are  at  present  freed 
from  apprehensions  of  Danger,  so  I  hope  these  Companies  when 
raised  will  be  ordered  to  this  District,  where  the  Enemy  are  remarka- 
bly hostile.  Between  forty  &  fifty  men,  women,  &  Children  have 
been  killed  &  taken  from  what  are  now  called  the  Counties  of  Yo- 
ghagania,  Monongalia,  &  Ohio  since  the  first  of  March,  but  no  da- 
mage has  yet  been  done  in  the  County  of  Westmoreland.  It  is  to  be 
lamented  that  our  treasury  is  low,  but  as  I  always  avoid  an  anticipa- 
tion of  Evil,  so  I  hope  for  better  accounts  from  thence. 

I  am  much  at  a  loss  to  guess  the  cause  of  prepossession  in  the 
Assembly  to  favor  former  appointments.  They  must  conceive  a 
mean  opinion  of  my  Jndgmefit  in  re^rd  to  Officers  if  they  know 
my  opinion  of  these,  and  they  must  be  sensible  that  many  excellent 
Officers  of  the  State  are  Supernumerary.  I  will  only  take  the  liberty 
to  mention  Captn.  Stokely,  Captn.  Hoffinagle,  Captn.  SweaHngen,  & 
Captn.  Jack,  either  of  .which  are  far  superior  to  either  Erwin  or 
Campbell.     But  were  I  at  liberty  to  recommend  officers  I  should 


PENNSYI-VANIA  ARCHIVES  1780.  211 

prefer  raoh  who  are  altogether  anoomiected  with  the  lea^ng  people 
of  the  CoantieS;  and  have  neither  Families  nor  Farms  to  support  or 
eoltiyate  at  an  expence  they  do  not  choose  to  pay.  The  kte  Captn. 
Morehead  &  others  oonsidered  their  men  as  their  Serranta,  k  em* 
ployed  them  to  labour  upon  their  farms  instead  of  the  Benrioe  for 
which  they  were  intended  by  the  public. 

It  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  from  Congress  with  respect 
to  the  half  Whigs  of  this  place,  Ward  &  Smallman,  because  I  have 
rec*  another  writ  for  £40,000  Damages  for  taking  the  Demised 
King's  Orchard  for  Soldier's  Gardens. 

The  world  is  indeed  very  censorious,  but  I  cannot  conceive  what 
it  has  to  do  with  our  private  property.  I  conceive  we  are  armed  for 
the  very  purpose  of  securing  to  ourselves  &  posterity  a  right  of  dis- 
posing of  our  own  as  we  think  proper. 

I  am  under  great  obligations  for  the  kind  attention  &  regard  yon 
have  shewn  my  son,  likewise  for  the  news  papers  &  proclamations, 
and  shall  seek  occasion  to  render  you  every  agreeable  Service  in  my 
power. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Delaware 
Council,  &  Extracts  from  the  rev''  Missionaries  Zeisburger  &  Hack- 
enwelder's  Letters. 

I  have  requested  a  number  of  the  Militia  from  these  Counties  to 
be  drafted^  and  if  I  get  them  you  will  possibly  hear  something  im- 
portant from  the  Shawnese  Towns  in  the  Course  of  six  weeks. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  most  sincere  respect 

&  esteem  your  Excellencies 

most  obed*  &  H'ble  Serv*, 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 
Direcledj 

His  ExcelPy  Jos.  Reed,  Esq'. 


CfiAS.  Pettit  to   Pbes.  Reed,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  27«*  April,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  have  this  morning  received  the  inclosed  draught  of  Congress  on 
your  Excellency  and  the  Council  for  two  hundred  thousand  Dollars, 
which  I  take  the  liberty  of  thus  presenting  for  acceptance  &  pay- 
ment This  order  amongst  others,  is  given  to  me  on  the  pressing 
call  for  an  immediate  supply  of  money  to  expedite  the  march  of  the 
Troops  ordered  to  the  southward,  who  are  detained  for  want  of  divers 
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artioles  withoat  whiofa  they  cannot  proceed,  and  whicb  it  is  not  in 
my  power  to  oomnmod  withoat  money.  I  beg  the  early  answer  of 
the  Council  that  I  may  know  how  far  to  rely  on  thia  order  aa  a 
aupply. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect 

your  Ezoellenc/s  most  obed* 
humble  servant^ 

CHA-  PJBTTIT, 
A.  Q.  M.  Gen*. 

Directed^ 
To  His  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


pRBS.  Reed  to  Wm.  McCalla,  1780. 

Sir, 

In  Answer  to  your  Letter  of  the  25  received  this  morning  acqnaint 
yon  that  the  like  Instructions  were  forwarded  to  you  as  the  other 
Commissioners  to  which  you  will  carefully  conform  by  no  means  inter- 
mixing your  former  Accounts  with  these  or  discovering  Mk  Anxiety 
to  purchase  of  which  your  past  Experience  must  convince  yon 
Advantage  will  be  taken.  Nor  would  we  have  you  use  compulsive 
Methods  out  in  the  Case  of  the  last  Necessity  as  we  have  the  utmost 
Reason  to  believe  the  Money  will  be  in  Credit  sufficient  to  answer 
all  Purposes  if  therefore  any  Difficulty  is  made  with  you  we  can  only 
transfer  the  Orders  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  other  Counties. 

But  as  the  Assembly  directed  an  Appointment  in  each  County  we 
csnnot  deviate  from  it  while  there  is  a  Prospect  of  being  supplied  in 
the  County  in  a  reasonable  Time  &  at  reasonable  Rates^ 

It  is  expected  the  Money  will  be  ready  the  latter  End  of  next 
Week  when  yon  will  do  well  to  attend  or  send  down  a  careful  Hand 
You  have  herewith  sent  you  the  Law  which  yon  must  regard  as  the 
grand  Rule  of  yonr  Conduct  in  the  Business. 
I  am  Sir 

Your  obed.  Hbble  Ser. 

J.  REED. 

Jndanedf 

1780,  April  27*^.  To  W-  M<CaIla  Com'  of  Purchases  for  Bndn 
County. 
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Lt.  Nicholas  Kern  to  Lt.  Bah'l  Bba,  1780. 

Northampton  Gountj^  TomenBion  township. 

Sir, 

Excuse  haste,  we  have  thi^meiunet  returned  from  a  soont,  where 
we  found  mr.  Benj^man  Gilberts  hoase^  And  gice  mill  &  saw  mill 
totaUj  oonsumed  with  phire,  and  likewise  Benjaman  Peirts  honse, 
ind  the  people  Carrjed  of  prisoners  fifteen  in  Number  by  the  enemy, 
Bat  as  the  were  taken  the  25*^  instant  in  the  morning,  We  were  not 
able  to  over  take  them,  bat  we  oonld  have  Followed  there  tracks  to 
Sasquehannah ;  the  15th  instant  Benedick  Sneider  &  son  was  also 
takeo  and  carryed  of  by  the  Indians,  which  has  spread  a  general 
fleight  in  three  townships,  Penn,  tomension,  &  Gheusnnt  Hill.  Now 
we  earnestly  Beg  your  relievf  by  calling  out  the  melittia  on  our 
frootere  as  the  people  on  this  side  of  the  mountain  is  all  Fled  except 
a  few  familyes,  and  the  begin  to  move  on  your  side  of  the  blen 
mountain.  We  hare  had  some  scouting  partyes  But  as  Yallenteers 
will  not  stay  above  two  or  three  Bayes  from  home  at  once,  it  is  of 
DO  Qse  to  the  inhabitants  as  security.  We  find  now  the  want  of  not 
haTeing  our  new  officers  elected  &  we  hardly  know  now  who  to  apply 
to,  but  by  report;  but  our  case  is  deploreable  At  present,  not  knowing 
the  moment  that  we  shall  be  either  killed  or  taken  and  all  we  have 
consumed  with  Phire,  it  is  now  out  of  my  power  to  embody  five  men 
io  all  this  township,  but  I  think  if  the^were  proper  Oards  sent  up 
Boon  the  people  would  com  back,  much  Depends  on  your  activity  in 
the  matter,  I  am  with  Grate  respect  your  very  Humble  Servant, 

NICHOLAS  KERN. 

April  27th,  1780. 

Directed^ 
To  Samuel  Ray,  County  Leivtanenant. 

*  A  iMrticular  aooount  of  the  capture  and  sufferings  of  Gilbert  and  family, 
^  published  in  a  pamphlet.    See  a  portion  of  it  in  Reg.  of  Pennsa.,  VoL 

HI.,  p.  8u. 


Vot.  VIII.— 10 
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Gbnl.  Washington  to  Pkes.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Head  Qaartera,  Morris 
Town,  April  28**,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  baye  had  the  honor  to  reoeiye  your  Excellenc/s  Loiter  of  the 
18**  Instant.^  I  am  sorry  to  find  the  Council  are  apprehensive  that 
difficulties  will  attend  the  collecting  of  the  supplies  required  of  the 
State,  by  the  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  25th  of  February ;  but 
I  cannot  see  that  it  is  in-  my  power  to  prevent  them  in  any  degree. 
Your  Excellency  and  the  Council  will  perceive  on  recurring  to  the 
proceedings,  that  all  I  could  do  on  the  occasion,  was  to  appoint  such 
places  of  deposit  in  each  State  for  the  articles  they  were  to  furnish 
respectively,  as  I  should  judge  convenient,  or  in  other  words  accom- 
modated to  the  Public  service.  This  I  have  endeavoured  to  do  in 
the  best  manner  I  was  able  from  a  full  consideration  of  all  circum- 
stances, as  well  with  respect  to  Pennsylvania  as  to  every  other 
State ;  and  I  am  happy  in  the  persuasion  that  your  Excellency  and  ' 
the  Council  will  believe  it  has  been  the  case.  It  was  owing  I  ima- 
gine to  the  pressing  necessity  of  the  case  and  the  very  unhappy  state 
of  our  Public  finance,  that  this  mode  of  obtaining  supplies  was 
adopted;  and  it  appears  evidently  to  me,  to  be  the  spirit  and  the 
expectation  of  the  system,  founded  I  suppose  in  the  same  unhappy 
necessity  which  led  to  the  requisition  for  specific  supplies,  that  each 
State  should  tnuiq>ort  the  articles  they  are  to  furnish,  to  the  places 
appointed  within  them  as  d^osits. 

With  respeot  to  the  representation  of  the  field  officers  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania line,  which  your  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  transmit 
me — it  leads  without  doubt  to  consequences  of  an  important  and 
interesting  nature.  The  objects  in  general  to  which  it  goes  are  of 
such  magnitude  and  delicacy,  that  I  cannot  undertake,  either-  to 
decide  or  hardly  to  give  an  opinion  upon  them. .  It  is  however  eer- 
tainly  to  be  wished  and  the  general  interest  requires  it,  that  the 
Regiments  which  the  Public  think  proper  to  keep  up,  should  be 
more  respectable  than  they  are  in  many  instances  at  present. — How 
this  is  to  be  effected  is  with  the  particular  States  to  determine.  But 
two  modes  occur  to  me — either  to  do  it  by  voluntary  enlistment  or 
by  drafting — ^most  of  the  States  from  which  I  have  heard,  have  in 
consequence  of  the  late  requisition  of  Congress  adopted  the  former, 
and  it  is  said  the  business  is  attended  with  some  success;  but  should 
this  not  be  the  case,  the  States  must  if  they  mean  to  continue  the 
War,  have  recourse  to  the  other  expedient.  I  am  also  persuaded 
that  there  is  too  much  countenance  given  to  Deserters — ^and  if  proper 
Laws  could  be  devised  &  effectually  executed  against  those  that  do 
it,  that  our  force  would  be  much  more  respectable  than  it  is  at 

*  Bee  page  198. 
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present.  There  bare  been  many  instances  wbere  Deserters  wbieb 
have  been  apprehended  bj  effiemv  have  been  reeoned  by  tbe  People, 
and  but  very  few  where  the  officers  have  received  their  aid  &  sup- 
port.— As  to  a  reduction  and  incorporation  of  the  BegimentS|  il 
mast  depend  on  Congress — and  be  the  effect  probably  of  some 
general  system  of  arrangement.  I  have  expected  for  some  days 
past  a  Committee  at  Camp,  whose  powers  possibly  may  extend  to 
Ibis  point.  If  they  do  &  the  measure  is  thought  eligible  and  adopted, 
it  will  I  suppose  of  course  comprehend  a  {»an  of  provision  for  the 
offieers  who  are  reduced  The  wishes  of  the  Legislature  with 
respect  to  the  Independent  Companies  of  Artillery,  will  also  be  with* 
OQt  doubt  in  such  case,  attended  to  &  the  incorporation  made  if  it 
can  be  done. 

With  respect  to  the  depreciation  of  the  money-^  making  it  np 
to  the  Officers  &  Soldiers — ^it  were  to  be  wished  that  it  could  be  the 
result  of  some  common  general  svBtem--rthat  all  might  stand  upon 
an  equal  footing.  But  whether  this  will  or  can  be  the  case,  I  cannot 
pretend  to  say.  Most  if  not  the  whole  of  the  new  England  States 
as  I  have  understood,  have  acted  upon  the  matter  and  provided  for 
it  in  the  instance  of  their  Troops ;  but  I  do  not  know  the  principles 
on  which  they  have  conducted  this  business.  This  being  the  case 
with  respect  to  them,  those  of  the  other  States  who  have  the  same 
pretensions,  will  naturally  expect  relief  from  some  quarter.  It  is 
certain  the  depreciation  of  the  money  has  operated  with  singular 
severitv  against  the  Army,  as  their  pay  has  not  been  encreased  and 
gives  them  an  equitable  claim  to  a  compensation ;  but  it  may  be  a 
nutter  of  difficulty  to  say  how  the  compensation  should  be  made. 
If  it  is  to  be  in  money — the  payment  at  a  future  day  would  be 
attended  with  less  injury  to  the  Public  and  more  advantage  to  those 
receiving  it,  as  our  finances  would  then  be  in  a  better  train  and  of 
course  the  money  more  valuable;  whereas  at  this  time  it  would 
require  a  yery  extraordinary  emission  and  add  to  the  Public  emba3> 
rassments,  while  it  afforded  but  little  or  no  relief  to  the  parties. 
I  haye  the  honor  to  be 
With  great  respect  k  esteem 

your  Excellency's 

most  obe't  hum.  Servant, 

G«  WASHINGTON. 

Directed, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire. 
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P&ES.  Bbkd  to  Col.  Sam'l.  J.  Atlbe,  1780. 

Sir,  ' 

Your  Favour  of  the  18th  Inst,  has  been  duly  received  &  commu- 
nicated to  the  Council.  In  Consequence  of  your  Recommendation 
Commissions  have  issued  to  Messrs.  Carpenter,  Barber,  &  Clark, 
which  you  will  receive  herewith.  It  is  not  the  Expectation  of 
Council  that  the  new  Officers  will  be  responsible  for  the  former 
Arrearages  or  farther  than  they  themselves  receive.  But  as  the  Non- 
CoUeotion  will  be  attended  with  many  Inconveniencies  &  Heartburn- 
ings to  those  who  have  turn'd  out  with  the  Militia  or  paid  their 
Fines,  We  doubt  not  you  will  see  the  Propriety  of  urging  the  former 
Officers  to  finish  this  Business  or  it  will  be  probably  a  disagreeable 
Bar  to  your  executing  your  Duty  with  Satisfaction  to  yourselves  & 
the  Publick.  We  have  observed  the  greatest  Difficulties  have  arisen 
in  these  Counties,  particularly  York  &  Northampton,  when  the 
Collectors  from  Motives  of  false  Tenderness  &  Desire  to  please  every 
one  have  given  Indulgencies  &  shewn  Partialities.  The  Consequence 
has  been  that  the  well  affected  &  spirited  have  been  discouraged,  k 
when  they  have  been  called  a  second  Time  they  have  complained  of 
the  Advantages  which  the  timid  disa£Fected  &  lazy  have  gained  by 
their  Backwardness. 

A  firm  &  vigorous  Line  of  Conduct  adhering  strictly  to  the  Law 
has  been  found  the  most  desirable  Method  of  pleasing,  &  I  am  satis- 
fied is  attended  with  the  least  Trouble  in  the  End. 

Wishing  you  &  the  otAier  Gentlemen  Health  &  Success,  I  remain 
Sir,  your  obed.  Hbbl  Serv., 

JOS.  REED. 

Directed, 

Col.  Samuel  Atleo,  Lieutenant  of  Lancaster  County. 


David  Hall  &  Hbnry  Fisher  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1780, 

Gentlemen, 

As  we  are  Informed  there  are  a  number  of  small  armed  Boats  from 
New  York  now  cruising  in  our  Bay  which  have  taken  several  small 
Vessels  on  their  passage  to  &  from  Philadelphia,  we  thought  it 
necessary  to  inform  your  honorable  Board,  in  hopes  that  some  plan 
will  be  fell  upon  to  clear  our  Shores  from  these  Refugees  and  render 
our  trade  free  and  unmolested. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  two  of  your  State  Barges  with  twelve  or 
fifteen  men  in  each  will  sufficiently  answer  every  purpose,  as  those 
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piandera  keep  dose  in  with  the  Shores  and  in  the  small  creeks  & 
Gats  which  afford  them  shelter,  should  yon  he  of  opinion  with  us 
that  they  will  be  Decessary,  hope  you  will  send  them  down  as  soon 
possible,  and  we  will  give  them  every  assistance  in  our  power. 
We  are  Gentlemen 

yonr  most  obd* 

hum'l  Serv«« 

DAVID  HALL,  Col-, 
HENRY  FISHER.* 
Lewniown,  Apr  29th,  1780. 
Directed. 
(On  pnblick  Service.) 
To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  War,  Philadelphia. 


P&BS.  Rebd  to  Col.  John  Proctor,  1780. 

Sir, 

It  is  with  great  Concern  lam  obliged  to  inform  yon  that  the  State 
of  the  pnblick  Treasury  since  you  left  us  has  been  such  as  absolutely 
prevented  our  sending  the  Money  necessary  to  raise  the  Companies  & 
we  therefore  declined  sending  the  Commissions.  The  Demands  of 
Congress  have  been  so  various  so  pressing  &  great  that  we  have  seen 
ovrselTea  reduced  to  a  Necesity  of  private  Loans  for  the  common 
Purpose  of  Govemm* — ^A  most  unhappy  Delioquenoy  in  the  Collec- 
tion of  pnblick  Taxes  has  prevailed  which  will  be  attended  with  very 
&tal  Consequences  if  a  speedy  Remedy  is  not  applied.  Nothing  has 
been  wanting  on  our  Pkrt  &  we  flatter  ourselves  with  more  Punctu* 
ality  ft  Attention  in  the  Counties  for  the  future.  It  is  a  melan- 
eholy  Trnth  that  the  Counties  in  greatest  Safety  as  Lancaster, 
Cumhsrland  ft  York  are  the  most  delinquent. 

After  much  Consideration  on  the  State  of  the  Frontiers  ft 
Anxiety  to  relieve  them  we  thought  it  best  to.  issue  a  Proclamation 
encouraging  the  young  Fellows  to  turn  out  in  small  parties  as  the 
Enemy  do — we  are  convinced  a  few  Parties  of  this  Kind  will  give 
you  more  real  Protection  than  many  Garrisons  ft  Forts. 

Inclosed  I  send  you  some  of  the  Proclamations  which  you  will  do  well 
to  distribute  ft  particularly  to  send  some  to  Col.  Loohry,  to  whom 
you  will  also  communicate  this  Letter  as  I  have  not  Time  by  this 
Oppr  to  write  him. 

I  am  Sir  with  Esteem 

your  most  obed  ft  very  H'bble  Seiv^ 
Directed f 

To  Col.  John  Proctor,  Westmoreland  County. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  Xn.,  p.  882. 
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Prb8.  Rbed  to  Col.  Brodhbai),  1780. 

Philad.,  April  29;  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  Fayoar  of  the  18  March*  &  am  sorry  to  find  the 
Delawares  whose  ProfessioDs  have  been  so  great  &  who  have  actually 
received  so  many  Marks  of  Kindness  should  have  acted  so  ungrateful 
&  barbarous  a  Part  It  confirms  the  Melancholy  observation  long  made 
that  the  Savages  are  not  to  be  gained  or  preserved  on  any  other 
Principle  than  Fear. 

We  wish  it  was  in  the  Oenerals  Power  to  send  you  the  desired 
Reinforcement  but  we  fear  the  reduced  State  of  the  Army  under  hb 
Command  in  Consequence  of  the  Detachment  to  Carolina  will  pre- 
vent his  doing  more  than  sending  you  the  Detachment  of  ArtiU^ 
under  Capt  Craig  which  has  gone  from  this  2  Weeks  ago. 

The  Assembly  in  their  last  Session  voted  4  Companies  to  be 
raised  for  the  Frontiers  but  the  deficient  State  of  the  Treasury  has 
prevented  our  carrying  it  into  Execution  as  the  Demands  of  Congress 
upon  us  greatly  exceed  any  Supplies  we  yet  obtain  by  Taxes — Toa 
will  thereforo  render  a  very  important  &  acceptable  service  to  us  if 
you  can  cover  Westmoreland  in  any  considerable  Degree.  After  many 
Consultations  ft  much  Deliberation  we  have  concluded  to  oiFer  • 
Reward  for  Scalps  &  hope  it  will  serve  as  an  Inducement  ^to  the 
yoong  Fellows  of  the  County  &  others  to  turn  out  against  the 
Indians.  I  herewith  send  you  several  of  them.  We  are  sensible  it 
may  be  attended  with  Inconveniences  but  it  occurred  to  us  as  e 
Measure  of  Necessity  ft  the  only  effectual  Weapon  agains  die 
Savages  we  hope  it  is  so  guarded  that  many  abuses  will  not  happen. 

I  bive  the  satisfiMtion  to  find  that  Congress  have  fully  justified  ft 
will  support  you  against  the  improper  Proceedings  of  the  Vir^nia 
Court  ft  as  far  as  Prudence  ft  a  due  Regard  to  your  Duty  will  admit  I 
flatter  myself  the  Right  of  this  State  against  the  Usorpatioii  ft 
Injustice  of  Virginia  will  be  countenanced  ft  supported, 
lam 

with  much  Esteem 

Sir  your  most  obed  . 
ft  very  H'bble  Serv' 

JOS.  REED. 
Directed, 

To  Col.  Brodhead  Comand'  at  Fort  Pitt. 

*  See  page  140. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1780.  219 

F£FX>K.  Antbb  to  Pbks.  Rbed,  1780. 

Northamberland  May  ilie  1-^  1780. 

Bir, 

I  Beoeiyed  my  appointment  as  Commisaioner  of  purcbaaea  for  tbis 
Connt^  about  Two  weeks  ago  wiob  gave  me  grade  Gonoem  bow  to  act 
Especially  at  tbu  Critical  Juncture  of  Time  wben  tbc  beat  part  of 
our  County  is  upon  tbe  moving  order,  and  preparing^for  a  flite.  If 
ao  Releve  very  snne  apears  I  do  not  doubt  you  bave  heretofore  beard 
by  way  of  petition  tbe  Calametys  this  County  Is  in  at  this  time  by 
wieh  means  you  will  Readlf  aprehend  that  it  will  be  out  of  my  power 
to  do  much  at  present,  as  the  County  bath  heretofore  been  prety 
reely  Scoured  by  the  former  purchasing  Commissariea  and  Foridge 
Miners  BO  that  there  is  but  litelleft. 

Several  people  that  are  going  out  of  the  County  have  offered  thare 
grain  tbay  have  for  their  one  family  Use  if  they  Could  have  other 
Unun  for  it  below  in  Exchange  (as  tbay  could  not  spare  it  on  any 
other  Terms)  wbicb  might  perhaps  answer  a  good  purpose  and  save 
Eipenoes  of  l»ringing  it  here  for  tbe  use  of  Uie  Troopsy  liqur  may 
be  got  here  for  that  use,  and  tbereiis  none  in  the  stores  at  present  by 
which  means  the  Troops  must  do  without  any. 

I  ehi^  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  forward  tbe  Business;  and 
sbculd  be  glad  to  be  supplied  with  som  money  and  the  Law  for  that 
pupoae  as  sun  as  possible. 

Sins  M'.  McCelog  heard  of  tbe  new  apointment  be  declined  purcbis- 
u^g  aay  tking  for  tbe  use  of  the  Troops,  by  wbicb  means  there  is 
great  Lamantationa  for  vegetables  and  som  fresh  provitions  Espe- 
Gially  for  tbe  officerB,  and  nobody  appointed  to  provid  the  same,  tbay 
■ftj  it  is  to  hard  to  live  Intirely  on  Salt  or  Fried  Beef  and  not  as  much 
tt  a  fue  potatoes  [which  may  be  bad.] 

I  am  Sir  with  grate  Respect^ 

Your  obedient  and  vety  bumble  Servant, 

FD*  ANTES. 
kdorted, 

To  Jos.  Beedi  Pre^dent 
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Samuel  Bxa,  to  Prbs.  Beed,  1780. 

Northampion  Gonnty. 
Gentlemen^ 

By  this  I  b^  leftTe  ta  inforia  Coundl  of  the  aUnniog  and 
distreaaed  situation  of  the  fro&tiera  of  this  Gouoty,  since  the  aeoount 
Trmnsmitted  from  Mesa'  Depni,  Stroud  &  Vancampen. 

By  express  sent  from  Lieut  Gol  Kern*  of  the  4^  Batalion  who  says 
that,  this  moment  I  returned  from  a  Scout  and  that  they  fouud  Ben- 
jamin Gilberts  House,  Grist  mill  &  Saw  Mills,  totaley  burnt  by  the 
Enemy,  and  likewise  Benjamin  Peerts  house  and  the  People  15^  in 
number  carried  of  Prisoners,  taken  on  the  25*^  ult.,  in  the  morning 
and  Benedict  Snyder  and  son  were  Oaptured  on  the  15*^  of  last  Month 
By  the  Indians, — ^By  the  late  Repeated  Incursions  greatly  alarmed 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Townships  of  Tomensing,  Penns  and  Chestnht 
Hill  so  that  (bj  the  above  relation)  was  entirely  evacuated  the  extent 
of  the  Frontiers  intirely  abandonded,  so  that  at  this  Critical  juncture 
the  Inhabitants  may  be  justly  looked  as  in  a  most  deplorable  Situation 
And  as  the  Militia  of  this  County  ia^not  as  yet  properly  arranged,  Our 
present  Officers  do  not  seem  to  act  with  as  much  vigor  as  I  would 
wish,  nor  the  Privates  as  cheerfully  to  obey  as  might  be  expected. 
Theliieu^  Ghambers  &  Burkhaller  have  they  inform  me,  called  upon 
the  Militia  Agreeable  to  the  Orders  of  Council  Sent  Mr.  Kaghlin 
bat  have  been  universally  disobeyed. 

Therefore  must  beg  leave  to  Request  of  Council  as  speedy  Relief 
«s  Poflsible  from  the  adjacent  Lower  Countys.  As  the  Commission 
Yon  have  been  pleased  to  honor  me  with  came  but  lately  hands  have 
not  had  Time  to  have  the  Militia  properly  arranged  and  will  still 
requirjB  some  farther  Time  before  it  can  be  regularly  compleated : 
And  &om  the  prevailing  Panick  &  Terror  on  the  verge  of  the  Fron- 
tiers, will  not  be  almost  impracticable  if  not  impolitic  to  impose  any 
duty  that  can  be  avoided  upon  those  who  are  daily  exposed  to  the 
Savage  Fury  of  the  Enemy. 

I  must  further  Request  that  a  Suply  of  Fire  Arms  may  be  sent 
and  an  additional  Suply  of  Amunition  as  soon  as  may  be^  as  tho 
Nnmber  already  will  not  be  adequate  to  the  present  necessity,  and 
unless  there  be  a  Speedv  Relief  of  Men  from  some  of  other  Countys 
&  Amunition  the  Frontier  Inhabitants  will  repair  back  and  in  a  little 
time  it  mav  be  hard  to  know  where  the  Frontiers  of  this  County 
may  be ;  please  to  excuse  haste  &  incoherence. 

I  am  Gent  your  most  obedient, 
and  most  Hum^***  Servant, 

SAMUEL  REA.t 

Honntbethel  !•*  May  1780. 

*  See  page  218. 
t  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  Xn.,  p.  886. 
10* 
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P.  S.   Please  to  oomtnniiioaie  your  pleasnre  by  the  bearer  Mr. 
Peter  Middagh  which  will  be  my  Government. 

Directed^ 

On  Pablick  Service. 

To  HiB  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Eaq.  President  of  the  Exe«^ 
Goaacil  for  the  State  of  Penosylvania. 

Indorsed, 

From  Samnel  Bhea,  Bead  in  Conncil  May  2nd  1780. 


pRES.  Beed  to  Sauuel  Bba,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  received  yonr  Letter  advisiDg  of  the  Irmption  of  dte  Savages  & 
their  several  Movements.  It  is  indeed  a  distressing  Cirenmstance  ft 
the  Inability  or  Inattention  of  the  People  to  make  a  snffioient  De- 
fence render  it  more  so.  It  is  mnch  to  be  wishM  that  the  leading 
People  of  the  Oonnty  had  intended  themselves  to  fill  Gapt.  Shraw- 
der's  Company,  then  they  would  have  had  a  permanent  &  constant 
force  which  woold  have  been  ready  for  Scoots  &  other  Service. 
We  would  recommend  this  to  be  done  without  Delay  &  to  fttcilitate 
it  Council  have  altered  the  Terms  of  Inlistment  from  the  War  to  three 
Tears,  which  we  hope  will  have  a  good  Effect.  We  observe  you 
have  called  the  Militia  which  we  approve  provided  they  will  serionsly 
employ  themselves  in  their  proper  Duty  but  we  must  express  our 
Disapprobation  of  their  rendezvousing  in  Large  Bodies  in  Tkvems  & 
spending  their  time  in  Amnsements.  We  most  earnestly  wish  some 
Method  could  be  fallen  upon  to  prevent  the  great  Waste  of  Ammn* 
nition.  The  Demands  are  constant  for  this  Article  &  the  Supplies 
have  been  great  but  how  it  is  consumed  we  are  at  a  loss  to  judge. 
Exclusive  of  the  Expenoe  which  is  great  it  is  becoming  very  difficult 
to  procure ',  our  Commissary  cannot  get  10001b  of  Lead  in  the  City. 
Surely  this  should  be  a  strong  Motive  to  make  every  one  eautioafl 
how  he  wastes  it. 

Considering  your  Distance  from  the  Seat  of  Danger  &  the  Neoes* 
sity  of  some  farther  Belief  we  have  sent  up  to  Mr.  Yaneampen  a  mem- 
ber of  our  Board  ^1000  in  State  Money  to  be  applied  to  raising 
Scouting  Parties  rewarding  any  who  shall  take  scalps  or  Prisoners 
&  otherwise  used  as  the  present  Emergency  shall  require. 

As  soon  aa  the  Ammunition  is  procured  it  will  be  sent  under  the 
Care  of  Capt  Shrawder  who  will  deliver  it  to  yon  &  we  hope  you  will 
examine  into  the  Expenditure  &  Distribution  as  we  rely  mnch  on  your 
Care  in  this  Particular. 
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We  must  reoommend  to  yon  to  a  Strict  Collection  of  tbe  Fines  A 
wifih  yon  to  recommend  a  Paymaster  of  tbe  M iUtia  aa  Mr.  Ralaton 
baa  deelined  the  office. 

I  am  air, 

Yonr  Friend  &  Hbbl  Serr 
J.  R. 
To  Col.  Bea  Lient.  of  the  County  of  Northampton*. 
Indorsed,— U^j  1. 1780. 


Owen  Biddlb  to  Chaelbs  Pbttit,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  2d  May,  1780. 
Sir, 

Yeaterday  I  received  a  note  from  Oeneral  Wayne,  advising  me 
that  in  oonseqoence  of  the  Forage  Master  of  Chester  Connty  not 
sopplyiDg  him  with  forage  on  hu  application,  he  was  reduced  to 
the  necessity  of  parebasiog  some  for  his  horses,  and  that  he  shall 
call  upon  me  for  the  payment  of  his  accoant. 

There  are  several  other  officers  who  are  in  similar  circumstances, 
who  have  likewise  applied  to  me.  You  know  it  has  been  the  practice 
to  pay  such  accounts  for  forage,  when  it  eonld  not  be  had  from  the 
lasueiog  Forage  Masters,  and  where  the  accounts  were  properly 
certified ;  but  as  the  officers  of  the  Staff  are  prohibited  from  pur- 
chasiug,  a  ^doubt  has  arisen  with  me,  whether  it  would  not  be  a 
violation  of  the  Law  for  any  of  the  Staflf  to  pay  those  accounts, 
aa  it  would  reduce  the  emoluments  of  the  State  purchasers,  and 
might  render  us  liable  to  be  suspected  of  having  an  intention  to 
elude  the  Law ;  from  this  view  of  the  matter,  I  have  declined  pay- 
ment of  some  accounts,  but  unless  there  is  some  person  for  the 
officers  of  the  Line  to  have  recourse  to  for  payment,  they  wiH  be 
mueh  oppressed,  by  the  ezpence  of  keeping  their  own  horses,  and 
the  public  service  obstruoted. 

I  do  therefore  request  you  would  advise  me  how  to  proceed,  that 

I  may  not  be  chargeable  on  the  one  hand  with  an  infraction  c^  the 

Xiaw,  nor  on  the  other,  that  the  public  service  be  not  impeded,  or 

the  Gentlemen  of  the  Army  subjected  to  unreasonable  difficulties.  ^ 

I  am  with  great  Regard, 

your  obed^  humb*  servant, 

OWEN  BIDDLE, 
Ass.  C.  Gen.  Forage. 
Directed, 

Public  service.  To  Colonel  Charles  Pettit,  Assistant  Quarter 
Maater  General.    Present. 

♦  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XIX.  p.  886. 
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Ohaelk  PiRTiT  TO  Prbs.  Bsid,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  2d  Maj,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  oaaea  mentioned  by  the  Assistant  Gommissaiy  General  of 
Forage  in  his  letter  to  me  of  the  Ist  Instant,  which  I  shall  inclose 
herewith,  seem  not  to  be  fully  proTided  for  by  the  Act  of  Assembly 
of  this  State,  though  they  may,  perhaps,  by  a  fair  construction, 
come  within  the  meaning  of  it.  But  as  military  officers  are  not 
always  the  most  candid  expounders  of  Statute  Laws,  I  request  the 
directions  of  yonr  Excellency  and  the  Oonneil  upon  the  matter, 
which  may  relieve  the  Officers  of  the  Forage  Department  from 
unjust  censure  on  yielding  due  obedience  to  the  Law. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect, 

yonr  Excellency's  most 

obedient  tramble  servant, 

CHA.  PETTIT, 
A.  Q.  M.  Gen'l. 
Directed^ 

To  his  Excellency  The  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


Board  o?  Wak  to  Prbs.  Rbbp,  1780. 

War  Office,  Hny  2d,  1780. 
l>Sir, 

The  enclosed  Letter  fell  into  my  Hands  when  the  Board  was  not 
sitting.  But  as  the  Subject  of  it  is  entirely  out  of  our  Line,  I  do 
myself  the  Honor  of  sending  it  to  you,  that,  if  you  think  propery 
you  may  lay  it  before  the  Council. 

I  am  with  much  Esteem, 

your  very  obed.  serv*, 

BICHABD  PETERS. 

The  Gentlemen  who  write  the  Letter  are  much  to  be  depended 
unon.  Mr.  Fisher's  Exertions,  while  the  Enemy  were  in  Philadel- 
phia, do  him  much  Honor.  I  mention  him  as  being  more  particu- 
larly acquainted  with  him. 

Directed^ 
To  his  Excellency  President  Reed. 
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GxNBRAL  Wm.  Irvikb  TO  Pbss.  BXSDy  1780. 

Camp,  near  Morriatown,  May  2d,  1780. 
Bear  Sir, 

The  Inspector  General  lospeoted  our  Division  this  day,  &  insists 
it  is  ineompatible  with  the  dignity  of  an  officer  in  the  Line,  to  act 
as  State  Agent ;  &  addft  that  the  Commander  in  Chief  makes  a 
point  of  having  all  snoh  appointments  diseonntenanced. 

I  told  liim  I  wonld  inform  your  Ezoelleney  of  this  matter ;  at 
the  aaoQie  time  I  most  beg  to  remind  yon  that  Mr.  Swaine  is  of  no 
manner  of  Use  to  ns  in  the  Character  of  State  Cloathter.  As  he 
is  of  the  Oonneils  appointing,  I  did  not  like  to  apply  to  the  General 
to  disouss  him.  Bnt  I  hope  yon  will  appoint  one  in  his  stead,  as 
it  is  a  great  disadvantage  to  the  Troops^  not  having  one  allways 
present. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  one  good  man  oonld  do  the  duties  of  State 
Oloathier  &  Agent  of  ^Stores. 

Desertion  still  prevails  to  a  vast  degree;  not  less  than  47  from 
my  Brigade  last  month.  Want  of  Provision  &  oihfiT  hardships,  I 
helieve  are  leading  oanses,  together  with  the  little  Value  of  their 
pay.  (The  Resolution  for  making  up  the  deputation  heing  looked 
on  only  to  amu8e~«I  mean  by  the  soldiery.;  There  is  another 
cause  which  excites  uneasiness.  Officers  who  are  now  out  of  service 
are  too  ready  to  give  Men  Certificates  respecting  the  term  of  Inlist- 
ment,  most  of  which  are  false,  as  many  of  the  Original  Inlistmenta 
are  yet  in  the  hands  of  Officers  Commanding  Regiments. 

The  deluded  men  look  on  these  Certificates  as  an  over  Ballanoe 
for  the  Inlistments ;  some  of  them  have  had  the  audacity  to  say, 
The  Officers  have  Forged  them.  I  am  sorry  to  say  a  number  of 
Magistrates  have  acted  at  least,  unguardedly  in  these  matters,  by 
taking  ezparty  Oaths,  or  administenng  them  to  old  Serjeants,  & 
even  some  of  the  Soldiers  themselves,  in  their  own  behalf.  Certifi- 
eates.  of  these  Oaths  are  poured  down  in  torrents  on  us  by  almost 
every  man  who  has  returned  from  Furlough. 

Mr.  Scott  of  York  Town,  seems  to  have  taken  the  lead.  General 
Lacey  has. given  some  Certificates  in  which  he  must  have  been 
grossly  mistaken ;  in  short  they  are  numerous  from  all  parts  of 
the  State.  It  is  a  pity  so  many  inadvertancies  should  be  committed 
— I  call  them  so,  as  I  can  not  suppose  they  mean  to  injure  the 
service.  I  wish  I  could  say  so  much  for  the  Supemumary  officers, 
but  am  too  well  convinced  they  are  prompted  by  a  low  &  designing 
cunning. 

The  Baron  Steuben  informs  me  that  unless  I  could  assure  him  that 
400  Beeruits  wonld  arrive  in  Camp  for  our  Line  before  the  first  of 
June,  a  Reform  must  take  place  for  the  Campaign.  His  calculations 
are  to  level  the  10  Begiments  to  form  8  Battalions,  these  to  turn 
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out  one  Battalion  of  Infantry,  whicli  are  to  be  kept  allwaye  oom- 
pleat;  even  this  Plan  will  take  at  least  200  Beoraitfli  on  a  moderate 
oalculation  to  keep  up  the  Battalions,  which  he  says  must  be  260. 
Tljis  will  be  a  Terj  disagreeable  bnsiness,  more  so  as  he  says  no 
other  Line  will  have  to  undergo  a  reform,  as  eaeh  State  have  pro- 
mised to  send  as  many  Recruits  as  will  tSotd  the  arrangement  he 
proposes.  He  will  not  admit  a  total  Reform  of  the  Regiments,  he 
means  it  for  the  Campaign  only  3  he  also  says  if  some  few  should 
Bot  joyn  he  fears  toe  whole  must  be  dirown  into  one  Brigade ; 
should  the  ten  Regiments  be  thrown  into  even  the  Difiaion  it  will 
brake  up  Oeneral  Band's  Brigade ;  this  will  neeeisarily  bring  on 
Bn  enquiry  whether  he  belongs  to  Pennsylvania.  I  have  at  length 
obtained  a  Resolution  of  Congress,  authorising  General  Washington 
to  order  an  enquiry  made  into,  &  finally  determine  my  claim  of 
rank.  There  has  not  yet  been  time' to  get  aiiy  thing  done  in  it,  & 
£  believe  a  Bo»rd  will  pot  be  i^le  to  determine  it  till  it  is  previ- 
ously ascertained  what  State  he  really  belongs  to. 

I  wrote  Col.  Farmer,  requesting  he  would  fnmuh  me  with  an 
account  of  the  Articles  of  Summer  Cloathing,  &  when  we  may  expect 
them.     The  Troops  ard  extremely  in  want  of  Shirts  in  particular  ;- 
two  weeks  time  will  make  linen  overalls,  not  only  most  oomfortabloi 
but  really  necessary,  as  the  Woolen  ones  are  worn  out. 
I  am,  with  the  greatest  esteem, 
Dear  Sir, 

your  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

WM.  IRVINE. 
Directed, 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire. 


Shc.  0^  CouNoiL  TO  Thomas  Paikb,  1780. 

PhQad*^  May  2nd,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  Council  have  had  some  intimation  of  a  private  resolution  of 
the  house  of  General  assembly,  respecting  the  defence  of  the  Fron- 
tiers. If  there  be  any  such  resolution  the  Council  request  you 
will  furnish  them  with  it  as  soon  as  possible,  the  frontiers  being  in 
extreme  distress. 

I  am  with  due  respect, 

your  hnmUe  servant^ 

T.  M.,  Seo'y, 
To  Thos.  Paine  Esq., 
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Pue.  Bbbd  to  OoL.  Sahubl  Bba,  1780. 

Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  ihe  iMj  hiBt,*  inelosiag  Lt  CoL  Eeroa  whieh  oon- 
teina  a  paitiauUr  Aooi*  of  ibe  Depredationa  of  the  S^vagos  has  beem 
dolj  received,  &  laid  before  the  Supreme  Executive  Council.  We 
are  extremely  coneeraed  at  the  unhappy  State  of  the  County,  which 
we  would  do  every  Thiag  in  our  Power  to  relieve,  but  are  sorry  to 
obeerve  by  your  Letter  that  there  appears  so  little  Disposition  in  the 
County  to  adopt  the  only  Means  of  Kelief  which  the  Nature  of  tho 
Case  admits.  Every  one  acquainted  with  the  Nature  of  Indian  War 
most  be  senmble  thai  Aasistance  drawn  from  remotd  Parts  must  be 
very  inadequate  to  the  desired  Purpose,  whereas  a  regular  ft  well 
formed  Militia  supported  by  tho  State,  &  being  on  the  Spot 
must  certainly,  be  the  surest  Defence  &  best  Safeguard  te  the 
Inhabitants.  We  observe  you  express  a  Desire  that  the  Militia  of 
the  adjoining  Counties  should  be  called,  but  it  seems  extraordinary 
that  if  your  own  People  are  as  mentioned  in  your  Letter  disobedient, 
they  can  expect  that  others  who  are  more  distent  should  go  to  pro- 
teoi  them*  A  very  considerable  Part  of  Northampton  County  must 
he  from  ite  Situation  as  secure  as  some  Parte  of  those  who  are  called 
Qpon,  it  ia  our  opinion,  therefore  that  you  should  with  all  expedition 
form  the  Militia  in  your  County,  &  require  their  Service,  after  which 
you  will  have  a  very  just  Expeotetion  of  Assistance  from  the 
adjoining  Counties,  &  we  shall  most  certainly  comply  with  every 
feasonabiB  Request  for  that  Purpose.  As  an  Encouragement  to 
repulse  the  Savages  &  form  volunteer  Parties  we  have  ofiered 
Howards  for  Prisoners,  &  Scalps,  agreeable  to  the  Proclamations 
herewith  which  we  would  have  you  communicate  as  generally  as 
possible,  &  by  all  Means  in  your  Power  encourage  the  young  Men 
of  the  County,  &  even  of  New  Jersey  to  turn  out  in  small  Parties 
endeavour  to  fall  in  with  them  on  their  Marches,  &  even  fallow 
them  to  their  Towns,  This  from  Experience  has  been  found  the  moat 
effectual  Plea  of  Contending  with  this  subtle,  &  dangerous  Enemy. 

In  addition  to  these  Measures  we  have  oonduded  to  raise  a 
Company  immediately  upon  the  Terms  proposed  in  the  enclosed 
Papers,  &  that  no  Time  may  be  lost,  we  desire  you  in  Conjunction  with 
M'  Arndt,  or  if  he  is  come  away  with  two  of  the  Sub-Lieutenante 
to  appoint  the  Officers  agreeable  to  the  Plan  inclosed,  &  set  them 
immediately  to  recruiting  Men  reporting  to  us  the  Names  of  the 
Officers  so  that  Commissions  may  be  sent  them,  &  other  arrange 
mento  made  fbr  their  Support,  &  Equipment :  if  they  will  find  their* 
own  Blankets,  &  Arms  they  shall  have  a  reasonable  allowance,  &  as 
the  Terms  are  very  liberal,  we  hope  there  will  be  no  difficulty  ixi 
gettjng  good  Officers  as  well  as  active  vigorous  young  Men  to  serve 
*  See  page'  221. 
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under  them.  Tbey  are  to  be  under  your  immediate  Directions,  & 
hope  they  may  be  found  useful.  Having  lately  forwarded  up  some 
ammunition  we  cannot  think  it  necessary  to  send  up  more  as  we  do 
not  see  how  the  last  Supply  can  yet  be  expended.  In  a  little  Time 
the  Country  will  remove  the  Panniok  which  seems  to  have  struck 
them,  &  we  have  no  Doubt  will  exert  themselves  with  suitable  spirit 
&  Vigor, 

I  am  Sir; 

Tour  Obed.  Hbble.  Sev. 

J.  B.* 
Indorsedy  May  3d,  1780. 

To  Col.  Samuel  Rea,  Lieutenant  of  Northampton  County. 


Sau'l  M0BRIS9  Bsa.  TO  Sec.  Matlace,  1780. 

Sir, 

About  half  after  one  o'clock  M'  R.  Morris  attended  at  the  Office 
with  Miralle's  Will  &  Translation,  I  took  notice  to  him  that  there 
were  no  persons  expressly  named  Executors,  for  which  reason  he 
said  he  would  have  y*  advice  of  Coansel,  and  said  that  he  thought  it 
might  also  be  proper  for  me,  and  he  thought  the  fittest  person  to  advise 
with  was  the  President;  vou'l  do  me  the  Favour,  to  let  the  President 
know  how  much  I  shall  think  my  self  Obliged  to  him  for  his  advice 
in  this  matter^  and  will  wait  in  expectation  of  it  before  I  proceed 
farther. 

I  am,  his  &  tour's  &c., 

SAML.  MORRIS,  REG. 
Monday  8  o'Clock  P.  M. 
I  have  sent  the  Translation  done  as  M'  Morris  says  by  his  Clerk. 

Directedy 

Timothy  Matlaek  Esq**. 

Present. 
Jndortedj 

1780  May  4th^  from  Saml.  Morris  Register  of  Wills. 


Instructions  to  Capt.  Nathan  Boys,  1780. 

You  are  with  all  Ezpedidon  to  engage  Yolunteers  not  exceeding 
80  exclusive  of  Officers,  &  proceed  down  the  River  Delaware  in 
Pursuit  of  several  Boats  manned  by  Refugees  from  New  York' whom 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  886. 
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yon  are  to  iareftt  as  the  most  iD^eterate  Bnemiee  of  these  States. 
As  an  Eneonragemeat  to  these  yolaDteen  they  shall  receive  Pro- 
Tiflioiia,  Arms  ft  Aannnnitioii,  from  this  State  for  the  Arms  k 
AmmnBicion  the  *  Officers  are  to  be  aooonntable  od  their  Retam, 
and  for  every  Prisooer  taken  or  Man  necessarily  killed  yon  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  1000  Dollars,  the  same  to  be  divided  among  the 
Officers  &  Men  in  the  following  Proportions. 

CommandiDg  Offioer,  4  Shares. 

2ndy  in  Command,  8  Shares. 

Sd,  in  Command,  2  Shares 

ft  every  private^  one  Share 

Indaned,  May  8d,  1780. 


OwKN  Ferris  to  Pkbs.  Besd,  1780. 

Esteemed  Sir, 

Necessity  absolute  Necessity,.  Compels  me  to  apply  in  Behalf  of 
the  Troop  raised  in  Philad'  County,  for  a  few  Hor&emen  Swords,  as 
they  cannot  properly  Equip  themselves  under  two  months,  knowing 
that  it  is  a  Desire  near  to  your  Heart  that  they  Shonld  be  properly 
trained,  it  Imboldened  me  to  make  this  application. 

Suffer  me  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  we  shall  be  ready  at  yonr 
call,  ft  all  ways  happy  to  have  you  at  the  head  of  us 

Should  the  favour  be  granted  us  of  30  Swords,  I  will  be  accountable 
for  them,  ft  return  them  Whenever  I.  am  ordered, 
ft  am  Sir,  with  Esteem, 

Tour  most  obe*  Serv*, 

OWEN  PEBKIS. 

German  Town  5*^  May  1780. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Esq'  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


Pbes«.  Reed  to  Pres.  of  Congress,  1780. 

In  Council, 

Philad%  May  6th,  1780. 
Sir; 

'  Wo  have  the  meet  anthentick  Information  that  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Delaware  have  taken  off  all  Restrictions  upon  the  Ex- 
portation of  Provisions  from  that  State,  in  Consequence  of  which  a 
Number  of  Yessels  ave  going  from  this  Port  to  Uke  in  Cargoes 
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of  ProvisioiM  at  WilniiiigtoD  &  other  Plaoes  there. — ^Tfae  Contignitj 
of  Chester,  Lftocaster,  &  other  Wheat  Oonntiee  of  this  State  to  those 
Porte  leases  no  Room  to  doabt  but  that  every  Preoaotion  od  our 
Part  to  prevent  the  Passage  of  Floor  to  those  Ports  wonld  be  fimil- 
less— the  Exportation  of  Provisions  will  therefore  be  ss  unrestrained 
from  this  State  as  if  the  Embargo  was  discontinued  here ;  with  this 
Difference  that  the  State  will  be  deprived  of  the  Advantages  of 
Export  without  benefitting  the  ¥nit6d  States  in  any  Respect.  We 
have  been  &  ever  shall  be  anxious  to  shew  our  Respect  &  Attention 
to  the  Desires  of  Congress  &  most  sincerely  lament  every  Deviation 
of  this  Nature.  But  we  h^ve  too  much  Confidence  in  the  Candour 
&  Justice  of  Congress  to  suppose  they  will  desire  a  Continuance  of 
the  Restriction  when  it  can  only  distress  other  States  without  serving 
the  Common  Cause.  We  alsQ  beg  Leave  to  add  that  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  in  the  Embargo  Law  have  clearly  expressed  their  Ideas 
on  this  Subject  by  providing  that  in  Case  the  Embargo  should 
appear  unnecessary,  or  in  Case  the  neighbouring  &  adjoining  States 
shall  not  concur  in  equal  Restrictions  upon  the  Exportation  of  Pro- 
visions this  Board  should  suspend  the  Embargo. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  great  Respect  &  Regard 
^  your  Excell'ys  most  Obed. 

&  very  HbhL  Serv., 

J.  B. 


CoIm  Michael  Ltndbkmood  to  Pass.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  lay  the  distressed  Situation  of  the  Inhabitants  over 
the  blue  Mountains  befpre  you  and  the  Hon^**  Council,  sevend 
Families  have  already  moved  together  on  the  Waters  of  Little 
Schuylkill,  they  are  within  about  15  Miles  of  Gnadenhuth,  where 
some  of  the  Inhabitants  have  been  Murdered,  and  this  Settlement 
is  nearer  to  Susquehanna  than  that  the  Savages  fell  on  in  North- 
ampton  County,  and  of  Course  more  liable  to  an  Invation.  They 
have  therefore  Applyed  to  me  to  Lay  their  Critical  Situation  before 

iour  Hon^^*  Board,  and  to  request  an  order  to  Col.  Morgan,  the 
lieutenant  of  the  County,  for  some  Arms  and  Amunition  to  be 
delivered  out  to  those  who  are  too  poor  to  furnish  themselves,  from 
the  Public  Stores  now  in  Reading,  they  given  Security  for  the  safe 
return  of  the  same.  Those  People  are  allreadv  Imbodied,  and  if 
tolaiably  Supp<»ted,  are  deternined  to  defend  themselves  and  pro- 
perty, until  a  better  relive  can  be  given  them. 

The  Inhabitants  of  Northumberland  ar^  still  defending  themselves, 
and  if  by  proper  Assistance  can  be  kept  from  removing,  I  hope  the 
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Savages  will  be  prevetited  to  come  in  small  parties  into  oar  Settle* 
neBtSy  whioh  otherwise  will  be  uDdoabtedlj  the  Case.     I  lelj  on 
fdl  the  Asaistanoe  in  the  power  of  the  H^*  Ooanoil,  and  am 
Sir, 

your  mo.  Humble  Serv*, 

MICHAEL  LYNDERMOOD,  Col.  4«^  Batt«, 

Berks  Conntj. 
Beading,  May  6th,  1780. 

Directed, 

On  public  serrioe. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  P^sident  Supreme  Ezeou- 
tiTe  Council  of  Pensylvania,  Philadelphia. 


Pbm.  Bje«d  to  Wm,  Lbwis,  1780. 

Sir, 

Capt.  M^'Olean  has  applied  to  the  President  of  the  State  officially 
to  support  him  on  the  Part  of  the  State  in  defending  if  Suit  or  Suits 
brought  by  you  ag^  him  while  in  the  Execution  of  the  Orders  of 
Qeo.  Washington,  a  Certificate  of  whioh  he  has  produced.  On 
a  Representation  to  the  Council  it  is  thought  proper  to  direct  Capt. 
HK>lcan  to  attend  to  morrow  at  12  •Clock  in  the  Couneil  Chamber 
when  it  will  be  determined  whether  the  Att^Oen.  shall  be  directed  to 
defend  the  s'  Suit.  As  you  are  the  Attorney  in  this  Suit  it  is  also 
thought  {NToper  to  desire  your  Attendance  &  more  e«ipecially  as  Capt. 
M'^Ciean  suggests  some  Circumstances  personally  affecting  yon. 


pRBS.  Bbeb  to  Marihib  Committbb  of  Conqbess,  1780. 

In  Council, 

Philad*,  May  8, 1780. 

Gentlemen, 

There  are  a  Number  of  Boats  mann'd  by  Refugees  from  New 
York  who  infest  Delaware  Bay,  interrupting  the  Navigation  &  Inter- 
course between  this  City  &  the  adjoining  States  &  Country.  This 
is  a  Matter  whioh  affects  the  common  Interests  as  well  as  those  of 
this  State  in  particular,  we  have  therefore  fitted  up  some  Boats  & 
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ordered  the  Offioera  heretofore  commanding  the  Oallies  of  the  State 
to  proceed  down  the  River  against  them.  It  was  fally  expected 
that  the  Encouragement  offered  would  have  induced  a  sufficient 
Numher  of  Volunteers  to  join  the  few  Sailors  in  the  Pay  of  the 
State,  hut  we  are  disappointed.  We  haVe  therefore  to  request  that 
you  will  spare  a  few  Men  from  the  Frigate  on  this  special  Emer- 
gency. They  will  be  supplied  with  Arms,  Ammunition^  &  Provi- 
sions, k  receive  a  Bounty  on  every  Refugee  taken  Prisoner  or  killed, 
&  Oapt.  Boys  or  commanding  Officer  will  be  careful  to  have  them 
returned.  We  flatter  ourselves  this  Request  will  the  more  readily 
be  complied  with  as  the  Ship  was  almost  entirely  mann'd  last 
Voyage  by  the  Seamen  of  this  State,  &  indeed  many  of  them  im- 
pressed with  Circumstances  of  particular  Hardship. 
I  am^  Gentlemen,  with  Respect  &  Esteem, 

your  most  obed.  Hbbl.  Serr. 


Gbn.   Wm.  Iryikb  to  Prba.  Bebd,  1780. 

Camp  near  Morristown  May  8th,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  received  lyour  Excellency's  letter  of  the  18th  ult«  &  have  in- 
formed the  Field  officers  of  the  contents,  shall  forward  Certificates 
of  the  Vacancies  as  soon  as  some  claims  of  Rank  can  be  adjusted. 

As  our  supplys  are  all  out,  &  have  been  a  considerable  titne,  I 
have  sent  M'  Little  down,  (who  acts  as  State  agent  at  present)  I  fear 
there  has  been  some  misunderstanding  about  his  calculations,  which 
were  handed  to  the  Counsel  by  General  S^  Clair,  he  calculated  for 
the  supposed  number  that  might  be  present  in  April,  &  May,  taking 
for  granted  the  w  hole  would  be  then  present,  as  there  was  a  standing 
General  Order  that  neither  officer  nor  Soldier  should  be  absent  after 
the  1*^  of  April.  Lieut.  Little  has  been  bred  to  business,  &  I  believe 
the  line  have  no  objection  to  his  oontinuing  provided,  any  Officer 
can  with  propriety.  I  wrote  to  your  Excellency  the  objection  to  this 
by  Major  Hamilton. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  esteem. 

Your  Excellencys, 

most  Obedient 
Humble  Servant, 

WM.  IRVINE. 
Directed, 

On  Publick  Service. 
His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed  Esquire. 

Philadelphia 
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LnuT.  OoL  Wbltnbb  to  Pbbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

NoHhamWland  8th  May  1780. 
Hay  it  Pleaae  your  Excelleney, 

I  bad  the  Hon'  of  receiving  your  Excellencys  favonr  of  the  4th,* 

of  april  Ult  Bat  flatter  myself  that  I  have  taken  snch  measures  as 

will  Effectually  prevent  the  like  misfortunes  for  the  remaining  part 

of  the  Campaign,  I  have  fortified  the  Frontiers  with  a  Chain  of  4 

out  Posts,  Extending  from  the  North  to  the  West  Branch  Viz* :  !•* 

Fort  Jenkins,  2»*  Bossley's  Mills,  3«  Fort  M*  Gomery,  k  4*^  the 

West  Branch  near  Boens  Mill,  all  which  are  Garrissend  by  my  Own 

Begiment,  which  is  so  much  to  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Inhabitants 

together  with  the  uncommon  Harmony  Subsisting  between  us,   that 

I  make  no  Doubt  but  that  we  should  make  a  most  Noble  stand 

against  a  very  formidable  Enemy.     As  to  the  Bebuilding  F^  Muncy, 

rhave  Consulted  the  Gentlemen  you  mentioned,  the  result  of  which 

was,  that  it  would   tend  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Service;  as   the 

Distance  is  so  great,  that  the  Number  required  for  that  purpose  could 

not  be  furnished  out  of  the  few  Troops  here,  without  leaving   the 

remaining  part  of  the  Frontiers  Open  to  the  Bavage  of  the  Enemy, 

but  should  a  Beinforoement  come,  should  be  Exceeding  Happy  in 

Executing  your  Orders,  which  should  be  done  with  the  Utmos!^ 

Expedition.    Am  Extremely  sorry  to  Inform  your  Excellency  that 

we  are  ill  Supplyed  with  Provisions  we  Seldom  or  ever  having  above 

Six  days  on  band,  &  lately  some  of  the  out  Posts  have  been  on  half 

allowance,  which  should  the  Enemy  attempt  to  Block  up,  they  must 

Innevitably  Surrender,  or  Perrish  ;  I  sent  to  Lancaster,  Carlisle,  & 

Coxtown  but  received   little  Supply  ]  whether  the  Default  is  in  the 

Staff,  or  for  want  of  the  Necessary  Orders  Cant  Determine,  but 

Earnestly  request  your  Excellency  will  give  the  Necessary  Orders 

for  forwarding  a  Sufficient  Supply  in  Case  of  an  Exigency.     As  Col. 

Antis  Instructions  prevents  his   buying  any  fresh  Provisions  the 

Officers  &  Sick  are  much  Distressed  for  want  thereof,   therefore 

hope  your  Excellency  will  Instruct  him  to  purchase  such  Articles  as 

may  be  absolutely  Necessary  for  their  Supply.  *which  may  be  Easiy 

had  at  this  Post.,    Mess**  M^  Gomery,  k  Martin,  the  two  Gentlemen 

who  are  Bepresentitives  for  this  County,  Can  Inform  your  Excellency 

of  our  Circumstances  on  this  Account,  Occasioned  by  the  Conduct 

of  our  former  Commissary ;  the  Uncommon  Delay  of  the  Boats,  k  the 

great  Consump*  happening  thro  Neglect,  or  Embezlement,  of  the 

Hands,  has  Induced  me  k  the  Gen*  to  endeavour  to  find  out  a 

Kemedy,  k  have  found  a  Gen*  one  Col.  Henry  Antis  who  has  a 

Boat  of  20  Tons  Burthen,  who  is  willing  to  Contract  for  Delivering 

the  Stores,  &c,  forwtirded  for  the  ustf  of  these  posts  in  good  Order,  £ 

with  the  Greatest  Expedition;  which  I  am  fully  Convinced  will  be  a 

*  See  page  161. 
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much  less  Expense,  k  without  Consamption,  or  Embezlement,  there- 
fore would  be  Olad  of  jour  EzcelleDcj's  Sentiments  on  the  Matter. 
As  I  am  Certain  nothing  will  break  the  Harmony  between  us  &  the 
Militia  Ibcoepi  the  Shortness  of  Provisions  &  Ammanition ;  with 
which  if  we  are  well  supplied,  I  think  We  &  this  County  will  be  ' 
able  to  Defend  our  selves,  Ezoept  an  uncommon  Number  of  the 
Enemy,  more  than  is  to  be  Expected  will  attack  us  As  to  the  Cbm* 
plt>  a^  me  from  Sunbnry,  I  hope  my  Short  Defence  laid  before  the 
Board  of  War,  together  with  the  Vouchers  from  Eminent  Gentlemen 
to  the  Contrary;  with  their  own  Contradictions  on  the  Subject 
will  SttflSciently  Evince  your  Excellency  the  Charges  being  Malicious 
ft  Groundless. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  an  Exact  return  from  the  County 
Lieu'  of  the  Militia  in  Actual  Servise,  otherwise  would  have  Trans- 
mitted you  a  return  of  the  Number  of  Rations  drawn,  but  ^m  Cer- 
tain, My  Regiment,  Militia,  Boatmen,  &  others  passing,  &  Repassing, 
Intitled  to  Provisions,  Amount  to  600  pr.  day  at  an  Avarage  I  Ear- 
nestly request  your  Excellency's  Immediate  Answer,  with  your 
Special  Instructions,  Respecting  the  Different  matters  herein  Con- 
tained, &  Conclude  with  Due  Respect 

Your  Excellencys  most  obedient 

Humble  Sev*, 
LUD.  WBLTNER. 
Lt.  Col.  Commander  G.  Regiment. 
Direciedy 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Governor  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
Tania. 

Philadelphia 

^  Seo*y  Wyantt. 


Pebs.  Reed  to  C.  J.  McKeaf^  1780. 

In  Council, 

PhUad%  May  9th,  1780. 
Sir, 

We  have  received  a  very  particular  Representation  from  the  Army 
of  the  great  Inconveniencies  &  Injury  done  the  military  interests  (tt 
this  Country  by  the  Conduct  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  who  under- 
take to  judge  of  the  Eipiration  of  the  Terms  of  Service  of  the 
Soldiery.  It  is  found  that  they  often  proceed  upon  the  loosest  Jk 
most  uncertain  Evidence  but  it  seems  to  perplex  the  Officers  i 
injure  the  Service.  We  cannot  help  thinking  the  Justices  assume 
a  Jurisdiction  only  vested  in  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  k 
therefore  request  you  would  as  Opp^  offers  caution  them  against  this 
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Iblerferenee.    M'  Soott  of  Todc  Town  is  mraied  m  partioakrly 
Uamable  on  this  Aeoonnt. 

The  General  complains  mnoh  of  the  sapernnmefary  Offioen  giving 
Certificatefl  to  the  Soldienbot  I  do  not  know  how  that  earn  w  pre- 
vented the  Gonaeqnenoea  wcfhld  be  less  iDJariona  if  the  Jnstioes  did 
not  act  in  the  Matter. 

The  Desertion  of  the  Army  is  very  alarming  &  the  Officers  com- 
plain that  when  they  go  into  the  Country  they  get  little  Assist- 
inoe  from  the  oonit  offieers  ft  people  perhaps  some  pnblick  Obserra- 
tions  might  be  of  Use  with  snoh  Directions  as  may  be  proper  t6  be 
given  to  the  Magistrate  k  Constables  to  apprehend  Deserters. 

We  have  no  News  from  Charlestown  the  Marqnis  de  Fayette  is 
said  to  be  arrived  at  Boston.  M'  Jay  &  M'  Gerard  are  arrived  at 
Cadis.  The  British  k  French  Fleets  of  21  and  23  Sail  ate  ont  so 
that  we  are  in  hoorly  Expectation  of  some  important  Intelligence 
from  that  Qaartor. 

Be  pleased  to  present  me  respectf  ally  to  yonr  GoUeagne  k  believe 
me  with  mnoh  Esteem. 

Yonr  most  obed.  k  very  Hbble  serv. 

J.  R. 
Directed^ 
'    Ch.  Justicfd  M^Kean. 


Pbb8.  Rbbd  to  Col.  John  Piper,  1780, 

In  Council, 

Philad*,  May  9th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Yonr  Favours  of  the  8<^  April  k  by  Major  Cluggage  have  been 
duly  received. 

At  the  same  Time  there  camedown  a  Col.  M^Leavy  with  a 
Petition  from  a  Number  of  Inhabitants  from  your  County.  The 
Amount  of  his  Request  was  that  Relief  should  be  sent  to  the  Valley 
where  he  lives  &  be  pr6posed  it  should  be  done  by  Volunteers 
receiving  Militia  Pay.  Major  Cluggage  beiog  present  in  Council 
they  seemed  to  differ  in  Opinion  as  to  the  Mode  of  aflsisting  the 
County  in  its  present  Distress  whereupon  they  were  desired  in 
Concert  with  M'  Soott  the  Member  of  Westmoreland  to  give  us  a 
Plan  for  the  Relief  of  the  County  at  the  same  Time  assuring  them 
that  we  should  assist  with  Money,  Arms  k  Provisions  if  necessary 
that  a  Company  of  Rangers  should  be  raised  as  soon  as  Money 
could  be  procured  for  the  Purpose  of  which  we  have  daily  Expecta- 
tions. Many  k  great  Difficulties  occur  in  calling  out  Militia  from 
the  inner  Counties,  but  still  we  should  not  hesitate  to  comply  with 
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ibis  when  the  State  of  the  Militia  will  admit  in  the'mean  Time  we 
recommended  the  getting  the  Militia  of  the  County  in  the  beat  ' 
Order  so  as  to  be  ready  to  repel  any  Inoarsions.  Ool.  M^'Leavy 
appeared  very  much  dissatisfied  &  has  returned  without  receiving 
our  Answer  or  settling  the  Affm  on^  which  he  had  come  down. 
From  the  Temper  in  which  he  left  this  Place  it  b  probable  he  may 
make  a  discouraging  Report  to  the  People  which  you  will  do  well  to 
explain.  In  the  mean  Time  to  give  all  the  Encouragement  in  our 
Power  we  have  appointed  the  Officers  of  the  ranging  Company  k 
sent  up  to  be  employed  by  you  in  raising  the  Company  unless 
the  Exigences  of  the  County  should  require  it  to  be  laid  out  for 
immediate  Defence  &  Protection.  We  also  send  you  several  of  the 
Proclamations  lately  issued  &  as  Experience  has  fully  shewn  the 
Inadequacy  of  every  Mode  of  Defence  heretofore  used  against  the 
Savages  we  hope  this  with  the  Encouragement  you  &  the  other  Gen- 
tlemen of  the  County  give  will  have  good  effects.  The  Officers  nom- 
inated to  the  Companies  were  rec9mmended  by  the  Members  of 
Assembly^  we  must  request  you  to  nominate  the  third  officer  if  such 
Nomination  is  immediately  necessary.  But  as  the  Security  of  the 
County  is  the  great  Object  of  our  Care  if  the  Appointments  are  not 
such  as  to  answer  this  End  we  hope  as  it  is  your  Duty  you  will  let 
us  know  it  in  Time.  We  observe  there  are  many  Complaints  against 
Capt.  Cluggage  in  Col.  M^Leavy's  Petition  which  we  wish  had  been 
presented  in  Time. 

Wishing  you  much  Safety  &  assuring  you  of  our  Intentions  to 
render  you  every  necessary  Service.   . 
I  remain  Sir 

your  obed.  &  very  Hbble  Serv., 

J.  R. 


Pres.  Reed  to  Michael  Lyndermood^  1780. 

Sir, 

I  received  your  Letter  of  the  6'^  Inst.*  k  laid  it  before  the  Council. 
We  are  much  pleased  with  the  Spirit  shewn  by  the  Inhabitants  as 
described  in  your  Letter  &  are  resolved  to  give  them  all  possible 
Encouragem.  for  which  End  have  wrote  to  Col.  Morgan  to  give  you 
such  Assistance  of  Arms  &  Ammunition  as  may  be  neeessary.  .  We 
hope  a  prudent  Use  will  be  made  of  them  &  that  as  the  Arms  are 
publiok  Property  Care  will  be  taken  that  they  shall  be  returned. 
We  have  directed  the  Lieutenant  of  Northampton  to  raise  a  Com- 
pany of  Rangers  immediately  &  intend  to  persevere  in  every  kind  of 
Relief  which  their  distressed  Circumstances  require  &  our  Affiiirs 
will  admit.  The  Want  of  Money  is  the  principal  Article  of  Necessity 

*  fiee  page  280. 
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owing  to  the  great  Delay  of  the  Taxes  you  and  &  every  other  Friend 
to  bis  Goantry  &  these  poor  People  will  aerve  it  effectually  by  for- 
warding the  pttblick  Taxes  every  Way  in  yonr  Power* 

I  am  Sir 

your  moat  obed.  k  very  Hbhle  Set. 
J.  BEED. 

Indoned, 

1780,  May  10*^    To  Hich^  Liademood  Eaq'  Colonel  of  4«^  b>  of 
B.  (V  MiHtia. 


P&BS.  Bebd  to  TflOMAS  Ebwabds,  1780. 

Sir,  • 

In  anewer  to  yonr  Letter  of  the  28*^  April  I  take  the  Oppo'  to 
inform  yon  that  it  is  the  Desire  of  Gooncil,  that  you  will  settle 
the  Acooant-allnded  to  withont  Delay^  As  the  Whole  Money  stands 
diarged  to  you,  it  is  expected  yon  will  acquit  yourself  thereof  by 
showing  how  it  is  disposed  of,  &  it  may  be  proper  for  you  to  let 
those  among  whom  it  was  distributed  know  that  it  is  expected  they 
reader  an  Account  of  their  Trust,  as  soon  as  possible.  There  are 
Auditora  now  sitting  lor  the  Settlement  of  the  publiek  Acconnta  & 
tbe  Boeinies  to  the  Cause,  &  Qovemment  take  great  Occasion  to 
rtproaeh  ns  fear  the  Neglect  we  have  shown  in  the  publiek  Accounts, 
k  tbe  iioputed  Misappucatbn  of  the  publiek  monies.  Of  the  large 
Bum  issiied  last  Fall  for  the  Purchase  of  Sloor  of  which  you 
received  a  considerable  Part,  not  one  Tenth  Part  has  been  accounted 
far.  From  faeooe  Qovemmient  is  censured^  &  private  Characters 
suffer. 

Aa  no  Flour  was  received  from  Lancaster  County  we  cannot  con- 
ceive how  the  Charees  should  be  such  as  to  make  the  Residue  in 
yon?  Hands  inconrioerable ;  but  whatever  it  is,  the  Justice  due  the 
Country^  requires  it  should  be  settled  k  paid.  Which  it  is  our  Desire 
you  would  do  withont  naneeessary  Delay. 

lamSiry  j 

Tour  Hbblo  Sevt. 
Mr.  Thomas  EdwardS;  Lebanon. 


Vol.  Vm.— 11 
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Pees.  Bjbbd  to  Col.  Jacob  MoRaAN,  1780. 

Philad.  May  10, 1780. 
Sir, 

Col  Lyndemood  of  the  i^  Baittalion  of  Berks  County  has  repre- 
sented to  us,  that  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Northampton 
having  embodied  themselves  for  Defence  against  the  Savages, 
request  to  be  assisted  with  Arms  &  Ammunition  for  the  Safe 
Itetnm  of  n^ieh  they  will  give  Soourity.  We  think  g»  laudable  a 
Spirit  ought  to  be  encouraged  &  therefore  direct  you  to.  give  them 
the  requested  Assistance  in  such  manner  as  to  relieve  them  &  do 
Justice  to  the  publick.  We  abo  send  you  sundry  Proclamations 
which  should  be  glad  yon  would  forward  to  suitable  Places. 
I  am  Sir^ 

with  Esteem  &  Regard, 
your  Ob^.  Hbble.  Seyt. 


Pees.  Beed  to  Brig.  Obn.  I&vinb,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the  25  April  ft  2*  Inst"^  oame  duly  &  safely  to 
Hand.  We  are  sorry  that  a  Point  of  Punctilio  with  respeot  i»  the 
State  Agent,  should  be  taken  up  at  this  Time  of  Day,  &  in  the 
present  State  of  our  Affitirs  when  Frugality  is  so  indispeqsably  neces- 
sary. Whatever  may  be  the  Custom  of  European  Armies  il 
certainly  rests  in  our  own  Opinion,  whether  such  an  Appointment 
shall  be  derogatory  to^the  Character  of  an  Officer.  One  Thing  I  am 
very  sure  of  that  if  the  Person  who  is  to  undertake  it  is  not  sup-' 
poiied  &  respected  by  the  Officers,  his  Office  will  be  a  v^  difficult 
if  not  an  impracticable  one.  If  the  Thing  is  not  too  far  gone,  I  should 
be  gkid  you  won  Id  iMm&r  with  the  Baron  Steuben,  &  endeavour  to 
divert  him  from  a  Measuro  whioh  appears- to  us  attended  with  many 
locenveniences  without  any  real  advantage  to  balance  it.  If  I  had 
Time'  I  would  trrito  myself,  but  I  have  no  Objection  to  your  using 
my  Name  &  Opinion.  Mr.  Swaine^s  Conduct  is  by  no  Means  pleasing 
to  us,  but  if  you  have  the  Resolve  of  Congress  of  23'  March  1779, 
you  will  find  that  tho'  nominated  by  us  he  is  an  Officer  of  Congress 
&  removable  only  by  the  Commander  in  Chief.  It  will  be  there- 
fore quite  acceptable  to  us,  if  his  Conduct  could  be  taken  up  in  its 
proper  Place  &  Justice  done  both  to  him  &  the  Publick.  We  have 
frequently  intimated  to  him  our  Desire  that  he  should  reside  at 
Camp  but  it  has  not  had  the  desired  Effect. 

We  had  fluttered  ourselves  that  Desertion  had  nearly  ceased,  & 

*  See  pages  206,  225. 
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theoght  ovrselTM  wimnled  m  ow  Opmieii  by  the  Estimsfte  of 
Stores  Ifttely  eeot  us  in  which  oar  Line  was  computed  pJL 
OiBoer%&  non-oommiasioDed  Offioersi  &  privates.  TheJostioes 

of  the  Sopreme  Oouri,  hayiDg  gone  upon  Circuit  we  have  recom- 
mended to  them  in  the  Strongeet  Manner  the  putting  a  Stop  to  the 
Interference  of  the  Justices  in  the  Case  of  discharging  Sdidiers*  I 
am  dearly  of  Opinion  that  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  only 
upon  a  Habeas  Corpus  have  a  Right  to  determine  the  Expiration  of 
Service,  &  would  advise  that  the  Offieers  in  such  Case  should 
decently,  &  raspeetfuliy  dedine  their  Aathority.  Oen.  Lacy  will 
wnte  to  you  on  tbe  Subject,  ft  we  have  taken  particuJiMr  notice  of 
Mr.  Soottof  York  Town* 

i  do  not  know  how  wn  oan  ohecdc  the  Supernumerary  Officers  but 
if  we  oaa.Stop  the  Justices  their  Gertifieaitea  will  have  little  con- 
parative  £fEeot. 

I  must  acknowledge  my  good  Sir,  that  in  the  present  State  of  our 
poblick  AfftSn  as  to  money,  I  see  no  Prospect  of  recruiting  the 
Number  of  Men  Baron  Steuben  qMb  for^  We  mfist  therefore  eon- 
cvr  in  some  Plan  for  .levelling  the  Regiments,  I  am  sensible  it  is  an. 
mipIeasHig  Businese,  bnt  the  all  powerful  Law  of  Necessity  admits 
of  no  Alternative.  I  as^  told  that  nt  this  SUge  of  the  Business,  The 
Taxes  are  found  too  burtkensome  at  least  Relaxation  is  called  for 
which  shows  they  have  been  imprudently  required  or  very  iojuri- 
ously  withheld.  I  am  very  glad  you  are  likely  to  bring  your  affairs 
to  an  Issue ;  I  think  it  is  quite  Time  it  should  be  setded,  &  your 
Raok  detcrniiDed,  &  have  no  Doubt  Justice  will  be  done.  Col. 
Farmer  has  Orders  to  prepare  a  Quantity  of  Linuen  Overalls,  &  a 
Supply  of  Shirts,  which  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  they  are  got 
ready— Pray,  inform  me  with  Respect  to  Hats — ^if  you  can  do  with- 
out them,  till  the  Fall  Clothes^  it  would  be  best. — I  am,  with  much 
Regard,  Tours,  &c. 

Indorsed,  May  10^  1780. 


ExTBACT  OJ  A  Letter  fbom  the  Committee  op  Congress 
AT  Head  Quarters,  1780. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  tho  Committee  of  Congress  at  Head 
Quarters^  dated  10  May,  1780. 

'Unless  money  is  immediately  furnished  to  pay  for  the  Transporta- 
tion of  Supplies  from  the  different  magazines  in  hired  Carriages,  and 
to  redeem  the  publick  working  Cattle  which  the  Farmers  in  every 
Quarter  hold  in  Fledge  for  the  Payment  of  their  Subsistence  through 
the  winter,  every  Plan  of  Supply  must  prove  nugatory,  and  all  we 
have  done  or  can  do,  relative  to  the  arrangements  of  those  Depart- 
ments frill  be  inadc(|uale  to  the  greivt  ObjecL 
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Sucb  are  ttie  aoouibulated  DistresBes  of  the  Army  at  this  CoDJii 
tare,  and  auoh  the  Effects  of  a  re]>etitioii  of  want^  that  it  has  bad  a 
rerj  pemieioos  Inflacnce  on  the  Soldiery ;  their  Patienoe  is  ezhavated 
by  being  exposed  to  such  frequent  Sufferings,  that  they  already 
begin  to  ascribe  to  a  Defect  of  resonroes  what  they  ha^e  hitherto  been 
taught  to  believe  was  from  accidental  impediment  Their  starving 
Condition,  their  want  of  Pay,  and  the  variety  of  Hardships  they  have 
been  driven  to  sustain,  has  soured  their  Tempers,  and  produced  a 
Spirit  of  Discontent  which  begins  to  display  itself  under  a  Complexion 
of  the  most  alarming  H  ue.  &  this  Spirit  should  fully  establish  itself, 
it  must  be  productive  of  some  violent  Convulsion  infinitely  to  our 
Prejudice  at  home  and  abroad,  as  it  would  evince  a  want  of  means, 
or  a  want  of  wisdom  to  apply  them,  either  of  which  must  bring  our 
Cause  into  Discredit,  and  draw  in  its  Train  Consequences  of  a  Nature 
too  serious  to  be  contemplated  without  the  deepest  anxiety. 

On  exsmining  into  the  State  of  Provisions  in  Camp,  we  find  there 
is  not  more  meat  than  will  last  until  the  12th  Inst*.  M'  Blune  is 
come  up,  and  we  learn  from  him  that  he  has  no  Prospect  of  an 
immediate  Supply  of  this  Article.  The  only  resources  we  can  turn  our 
Eyes  to,  in  this  Exigency,  is  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  If  th^y 
fail  to  make  instantaneous  Exertions,  for  the  relief  of  the  Army--' 
we  will  not  pretend  to  say  what  may  be  the  Event—  V 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Commissaries  General  of  Purchases  and 
Issues,  to  the  CommaDder  in  Chief,  dated  Morristown,  9  May, 
1780— inclosed  in  the  above  mentioned  Letter  of  the  Committee. 
*  It  is  truly  distressing  to  us  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the 
Supply  of  Meat  will  be  totally  exhausted  on  Friday  next  at  farthest. 
The  Flour  here  will  suffice,  if  made  into  Bread,  as  has  lA^elv  been 
the  Practice,  for  fifteen  or  sixteen  Days,  and  by  advice  from  Trenton 
we  ascertain  that  fifteen  hundred  Barreb  of  Flour  are  at  that  Post, 
and  on  the  road  from  thence  to  Camp ;  one  Hundred  Barrels  of  which 
Charles  Stuart  has  ordered  to  King's  Ferry  for  the  use  of  the  Gar- 
rison at  West-point,  and  one  other  Hundred  to  be  delivered  to  the 
Confmissary  General  of  Prisoners,  for  the  use  of  the  Prisoners  at  New- 
York  and  Long'Island.' 


Obn.  Geo.  Washinqton  to  Pubcl  Bbsd,  1780. 

Head  Quarters,  Morris  Town,  llth  May,  1780. 
Sir, 

It  has  been  represented  to  me,  by  Brig.  General  Irvine,  and  by  L^ 
Col.  Hay  of  the  10th  Penn*  Reg*,  that  Michael  Everiy,  a  Sergeant 
of  that  Jleg*,  was  promised  sn  Enaigney  by  Col*  Humpton  for  his 
extraordinary  exertions  in  inducing  the  Soldiers  toreinlist^  and  upon 
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SM»j  otber  aerrioea.    Prom  the  above  oonridenticn,  and  from  the 
want  of  Subaltern  Offioers  in  the  Regi,  I  would  reoommend  M' 
£verl J  to  the  promotion.whieh  has  been  promised  to  him,  and  whicby 
if  eonfirmedy  ia  to  bear  date  the  let  October,  1779. 
I  ha?e  the  honor  to  be^ 

with  great  Bespeot, 

Sir,  Y'  Excellency's  most  ob«  Serv*, 

G»  WASHINGTON. 
Appointed  May  16, 1780. 
T.  M.,  Sec'y. 
Directed^ 

Hie  Szoeileney,  Go?'  Reed,  Philad*. 


Fbahois  Hopkinson  to  Pjrbs.  Rkbd,  1780, 

Philad%  11«»  May,  1780. 
Bit, 

I  request  the  PaTour  of  your  Excellency  to  procure  me  a  warrant 
of  Oouncil  for  Nine  months'  Salary,  due  the  l(5th  of  April  last,  as 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  for  the  State  of  PennsyWania. 

In  doing  which  you  will  greatly  oblige 

Your  Excellency's  most 

obedient,  humble  Servt, 

FBAS.  HOPKINSON.* 
Directedj 
His  Excellency  President  Beed,  Phila. 


Col.  Atlbb  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Pequea,  May  11th,  1780. 
Sir,    .  ^ 

Agreeable  to  the  wish  of  Council,  I  haye  seen  the  former  Lieu- 
tenant in  Lancaster,  and  have  endeavoured  to  preyail  with  him  to 
inish  the  Business  of  the  old  Department,  but  to  little  purpose. 

It  will  not  be  done  unless  some  proper  persons  were  authorised 
for  that  purpoee. 

This  being  done  I  flatter  myself  I  should  be  able  fully  to  answer 
the  expectations  of  Council  with  respect  to  the  Militia  of  this  County. 

«  See  Col.  Res.»  Vol.  XII.,  p.  49,  847. 
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The  people  wbo  have  served,  and  paid  greatlj  grumble  at  the  par- 
tialities (as  they  term  it)  shown  to  those  who  have  done  neither ;  thej 
think  it  hard  to  be  obliged  to  render  treble  service,  when  numbers 
have  satt  at  Home,  and  reaped  every  Benefit  without  oontribating. 

The  above  business  being  finished  nothing  woa'd  be  wanting  to 
render  us  respectable  herp^  but  Arms  to  be  occasionally  putt  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Militia. 

The  Battalion  of  Lancaster  I  think  might  be  made  a  very  respect- 
able one,  they  have  chosen  a  sett  of  exceeding  good  officers,  many  of 
them  such  as  have  been  in  the  Continental  Line,  the, remainder  Qen- 
tlomen  of  Caracter,  who  are  determined  provided  they  meet  with  the 
proper  encoaragement  to  take  particular  pains,  and  wish  to  be  fore- 
most in  service. 

Arming  this  Battalion  I  think  weald  be, attended  with  good  oon- 
sequences,  where  so  many  of  the  British  officers  are,  who  as  often  as 
the  militia  meet,  view  oar  enfeebled  situation,  and  no  doubt  embrace 
every  opportunity  of  living  information  thereof. 

It  would  give  me  great  pleasure,  and  for  which  I  shall  thank 
Oounoil,  if  Arms  cou'd  bo  ordered  me  for  a  part  of  the  militia ;  it 
woo^d  bring  to  Life  the  dying  spark,  kindled  at  the  beginning  of  this 
fllorious  Contest,  and  give  a  shock  to  the  Enemy,  who  wou'd  be 
Immediately  apprised  of  it 

The  Officers  have  collectively  bcg'd  I  would  request  it  of  Councill 
and  have  assured  me  the  greatest  care  shall  be  taken  to  keep  the 
Arms  fitt  for  Service. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  but  great  numbers  of  the  publick  arms  are 
distributed  in  the  different  Counties,  these  cannot  be  got  at  by  the 
modes  prescribed  in  the  law  as  few  will  care  to  give  information  to 
the  Magistrates,  I  shou'd  think  it  wou'd  be  best  for  Councill  to 
issue  their  proclamation  demanding  those  who  are  possessed  of  such 
arms  and  accoutrements,  under  such  pehalties  as  Coancill  shall  judge 

[proper  to  deliver  them  forthwith  to  iho  Lieutenants  of  the  different 
)ounties,  and  therein  authorize  them  to  jippoint  proper  persons  to 
search  for  and  seize  the  same* 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  and  the  Couneills 
Host  Obed^  k  very  Hble  Scrv«. 

SAM.  J.  ATLEB. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Esq'  Presid*  of  Oeuncill. 


#^"\ 
^    . 
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CrSK.  John  Akmstrokq  to  Pbes.  Rbsd,  1780. 

Carliale  12«  May,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  Excellencys  favour  of  tbe  18th  ulto,  19  oomo  to  Laud  some 
time  ago,  since  the  reccit  of  which  I  have  necessarily  made  an 
ezcaraion  thro,  some  parta  of  this  County,  and  have  noV  faikd  to 
attempt  awakening  the  minds  of  all  that  came  my  way,  fespect- 
in^  the  necessity  of  expedition  &  punctuallity  of  paying  in  the  Tax, 
a  delinquincy  as  shameful  as  it  is  like  to  be  fatal  to  our  affairs. 
I  shall  urge  &  I  believe  prevail  with  the  Board  here  to  issue  a  fresh 
circular  letter  on  the  Occasion  to  the  Collectors,  who  in  my  Opinion 
are  greatly  in  fault  notwithstanding  the  various  appologiea  by  them 
made,  the  greatest  whereof  is  the  money  due  them  from  the  Con- 
tinent without  which  many  say  they  cannot  pay.  The  Treasurer  of 
this  County  teils  me  he  haa  aaTonced  to  the  Staffe  department  near 
je60,000. 

Altho'  no  Tcry  late  Indians  depredations  have  been  committed 
^thiu  this  State,  yet  is  the  Situation  of  our  inhabitants  on  the 
Suaqnehanah  deplorable  indeed,  and  if  not  Speedily  relieved  I  should 
not  think  it  at  all  strange  if  by  next  Harvest  Carlisle  should  be  a  Fron- 
tier, nor  is  their  One  Moment  to  be  lost  in  Sending  Troops  into 
that  Country  however  little  we  are  to  Expect  from  measures  merely 
defensive,  which  in  the  first  instance  is  perhaps  aU  that  can  be 
promised.  The  Militia  is  the  Only  refuge  I  presume  we  have,  to 
begin  with,  necessity  compels  the  measure,  and  if  nothing  in  the 
way  of  State  Troops  (I  mean  now  to  be  raised)  oan  be  done,  may 
not  some  of  our  Regiments  in  the  Line  be  procured  to  Strenthen^  k 
lead  on  the  Militia.  In  Case  of  this  or  any  Other  effort  of  con* 
sequence  intended  for  the  Security  of  this  State,  let  me  reeommond 
to  y  Excellencys  consideration  the  bearer  of  this  Col.  Richard 
Butler,  a  very  Capable  &  well  disposed  Officer.  If  he  Should  be 
thought  of  for  a  Command  North  or  Westward,  you  will  no  doubt 
manage  that  matter  with  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  Shall  only  at 
present  Say  that  of  this  Oentlemans  discretion,  &  abilities  as  a 
military  Officer  and  especially  in  this  back  Country  where  his 
aoquaintanoe  must  give  him  an  advanta^^e,  I  have  a  very  good 
Opinion;  and  on  an  interview  or  two  you  will  find  him  a  genteel 
man,  as  well  as  an  Officer  in  high  repute  thro'out  the  State. 

I  am  hurrying  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  &  under  private  diffi- 
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calties  as  well  aa  general  discouragement,  to  get  down  to  Congress, 
hopeing  to  set  out  in  eight  days  or  thereabout. 
And  am  with  great  respect^ 
Your  Ezcellencys  Most  humbl.  Senrt. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG 

Major  Armstrong  begs  leaire  to  present  his  Compliments  being 
lafely  oome  down  from  OenL  GateS;  whom  he  left  in  health. 

Directed^ 
His  Ezoellency  Joseph  Reed  Esquire  President  of  the  State. 

Philadelphia. 

Favoured  by  Coll  Richard  Butler. 


Council  to  Col,  Haknum,  1780, 

To  CoV  Hannum : 

Sir,  The  Council  having  had  a  general  acoount  of  the  murder  of 
M'  Boyd,  of  your  County,  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  as  a 
public  officer  ^  And  being  determined  to  pursue  the  most  vigorous 
mud  effectual  measures  for  bringing  the  perpetrators  of  so  horrid  a 
erime  to  the  most  exemplary  punishment,  have  requested  H'  Brad- 
ford, the  bearer  hereof,  to  go  down  to  the  neighbourhood  where  the 
erime  was  committed,  and  collect  on  oath  a  full  sccouQt  of  it.  Ha 
is  also  requested  to  obtain  an  exact  and  full  description  t>f  the  mur* 
derers  (in  order  that  they  may  be  advertized)  as  it  is  probable  the 
Council  will  issue  a  proclamation  for  apprehending  them.  The 
Council  request  you  and  the  good  people  of  your  neighbourhood  will 
afford  M'  Bradford  every  assistance  and  civility  in  your  powegr.  I 
am;  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obed*  servant, 

T.  M.,  Sec'y.» 
Phila.  May  12,  1780. 

*  See  proclamation  in  OoL  Rec.,  Vol.  XIl.,  page  849. 
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Gekl.  Wm.  Ibvine  to  Prbs.  Bbbb,  1780. 

.    Gamp  near  MorrUtown  May  12th  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  your  Exoellency,  herewith,  certified 
lists  of  the  promotions  which  are  to  take  place  in  the  Bivision.  I 
have  eyery  reason  to  helieve  they  are  jnst,  as  the  mode  I  took  to 
ascertain  k  adjust  them  was  to  issue  a  Division  Order  calling  on  the 
Colonels  &  Adjutants  for  accurate  Rosters  &  Returns.  This  done  so 
jmhliokly  gave  every  officer  an  opportunity  to  lay  in  claims  if  they 
had  any,  none  has  heen  made.  I  also  inclose  a  Division  Return, 
Colonel  Harmar  assures  me  Gen^  St.  Clair  took  one  with  him  for 
the  Council.  I  wish  to  know  whether  this  kind  of  Return^  or  what 
IB  called  an  Inspection  Return  will  he  most  agreeahle,  the  latter  shows 
in  a  clearer  point  of  view  the  state  of  the  Regiments  either  shall  he 
sent  regularly.  I  need  not  urge  the  necessity  of  expediting  the 
forwarding  the  Commissions,  As  Council  must  be  sensible  how 
much  spirit,  regular  promotion  gives  an  Army. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Your  Ezeellenoy  Most  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

WM:  IRVINE. 
DvrecUdj 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esquire. 


Fkancis  Hopkinson  to  Pebs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

May  12th  '80. 
Sir, 

I  am  much  obliged  to  your  Excellency  for  the  Order  on  the 
Treasurer  in  my  Favour  but  beg  leave  to  point  out  an  Error  in  the 
Sum.  Nine  months  salary  at  £500  ^  An.  should  be  £975,  &  the 
crcbr  is  ob\j  5>r  £837  10  as  I  suppose  this  was  not  intended,  I  have 
inclosed  the  order  for  Re-examination.  I  know  not  whether  it  is  the 
will  of  Council  that  this  should  be  paid  in  the  same  manner  other 
salaries  are  pud  or  in  the  depreciated  Currency,  as  the  Order  now 
stands  the  Ti^asuref  thinks  himself  authorised  to  pay  it  in  Continental 
Dollars  only  at  J  ^  Doll'.  I  urge  nothing  but  wish  to  know  the 
Intentions  of  Council. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  with  all  respect  and  Esteem^ 
Tour  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  and  humble  Serv*. 

FRA-  HOPKINSON.* 
Dtreciedf 

His  Exc'y  Freed*.  Reed. 

%  *  See  page  241. 

II* 
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University  op  Pbnn'a.  to  Pees  Reed;  1780. 

Ao&demj  May  the  12tli  1780. 
ffir, 

We  understand  from  the  Be?'  Doct'  Ewing  that  the  fbrmer  liaws 
of  the  College  are  in  the  Council  Chamberi  and  as  a  proper  digest 
for  preserving  decency  &  good  order  is  much  wanted,  you  will  greatly 
oblige  the  Professors  by  ordering  them  to  be  sent  to  them. 

The  Whitsun  Holidays  commencing  on  Monday  next  if  the  Com- 
mittee for  Repairs  would  order  some  to  be  made  in  the  english  school 
necessary  before  any  of  the  latin  Classes  can  come  in  to  write  it 
would  give  satisfaction  to  the  Parents  of  the  youth  under  our  care  & 


Sir,  your  v«ry  Hbbl.  Servts. 

J.  CANNON, 
ROBT.  DAVIDSON. 
Directed^ 

His  ExoeUenoy  Jos&ph  Reed,  Esq'. 


Col.  Brodhbad  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1780. 

Fort  Pitt  May  18th  1780. 
DeaT  Sir, 

The  Miz^oas  ar9  agun  preriuled  on  by  Enslish  Goods  &  address 
to  disturb  our  repose.  They  have  lately  killed  and  wounded  several  * 
^  people  in  Westmoreland  County  &  the  Tracks  of  four  parties  hava 
been  discovered  on  that  frontier  within  the  last  four  Days,  and  two 
parties  of.  Indians  have  crossed  the  Ohio  between  Logstown  aid  this 
place  since  Mornins. 

I  have  only  the  Culling  of  the  last  years  men  left,  and  can  do  but 
very  little  to  prevent  their  incursions,  but  do  all  I  can. 

The  Delaware  Indians  continue  their  professions  of  Friendship  and 
some  of  them  are  now  with  my  Scouts  but  having  nothing  but  fair^ 
words  to  give  them  I  expect  they  will  soon  be  tired  of  this  Service. 

For  heavens  sake  hurry  up  the  Companies  voted  by  the  HonBle 
Assembly  or  Westmoreland  county  will  soon  be  a  wilderness. 

I  have  received  a  flemish  acc't  of  the  Regimental  Stores  part  of 
which  remain  at  Bedford,  as  soon  as  the  residue  comes  up,  I  will  send 
you  an  account  of  the  articles  rec''.  at  this  place. 

If  it  is  possible  prevail  upon  his  Excel^y  the  Commander  in  chief 
to  send  up  only  five  hundred  good  regulars  and  I  i^U  pledge  my 
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repatation  to  ^iye  a  tolerable  account  of  tbe  Copperbeada  provided 
proTisions  (which  ara  yary  aaaroe)  ara  furnished  in  time  for  an  Expe- 
dition. 

I.  have  tbe  Hono?  to  be  with  the  greatest  regard  &  Esteem  your 
Excellencies 

Most  obed't.  Serrt. 
DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 

P.  S.  Please  present  my  lespectfull  Comp'ts.  to  Col**.  Jno.  Bayard. 
Directed^ 

His  Exeell'y  Jos.  Beed  Esq^ 


Sec'rt,  Matlack  to  J.  Bayard,  1780^ 

An  applioation  has  been  made  to  His  Exo'y  the  President,  by  Mr. 
Kinlochy  Delegate  in  Congress  from  S.  Carolina,  requesting  that  Mr. 
Cannon  may  be  permitted  to  go  express  to-Charlestown  on  very  spe- 
cial business.  The  President,  unwilling  to  take  the  weight  of  a  refusal 
on  himself,  desires  a  board  of  tbe  Trustees  to  decide  on  tbe  applica- 
tion immediately.  His  Exc'y  the  President,  Hn'ble  Vice  President, 
yourself,  D'.  Shippen,  M'.  Seorle,  M'.  Muhlenburgh  and  myself  will 
form  a  board  if  yon  will  please  to  tarry  after  this  conference  ends, 
the  answer  may  be  given. 

T.  M. 
Directed^ 

Hn'bre  J.  Bayard,  E8q^ 


Jacob  S.  Howbll  Ta  Council,  1780. 

Philadelphia  May  16tb  1780. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Honorable  board  of  War  have  given  direetiona  for  a  Quantity, 
of  old  &  damaged  Clothing  to  be  disposed  of,  of  whioh  Inolosed  is  a 
copy,— by  order  of  General  Wilkinson  I  request  your  Honorable  board. 
iHll  be  pleased  to  grant  permission  for  tbe  City  Vendue  master  to  sell 
them  at  public  sale.  General  Wilkinson  would  have  made  tbe  appli- 
cation himself  but  on  the  receipt  of  the  order  of  the  Board  of  War 
he  was  in  his  Carriage  going  out  of  town. 

I  hava  the  Honor  to  be^  with  the  gfeateat  respect,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient 
And  very  Humble  Servant 
JACOB  S.  HOWELL,  D.  C.  Gen. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq'.  President  of  the  supremo 
Executive  Coancu  of  tbe  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Board  of  War  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

War  Office,  May  17, 1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  inclose  your  Excellency,  a  Letter  from  Oap- 
tidn  Alexander  of  the  7th  Pennsylvania  Regiment  on  the  subject  of 
promotions,  which  has  reference  to  some  returns  lately  transmitted 
the  Hon*  Council  from  Head  Quarters,— as  the  Board  have  no  powers 
to  justify  a  compliance  therewith,  they  request  your  Excellency  will 
be  pleased  to  furnish  them  with  such  authority  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  execution  of  the  Business. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  highest  respect, 
I  Y'.  Excellency's 

Most  obed.  Hble  Servt. 
JOSEPH  CARLETON  Secy.  P.  t. 
By  order. 
Dirtciedj 
His  Sxoellenoy  President  Reed. 


Chalonbr  akd  Whitb  to  Prss.  Bbbd,  1780. 

PhUada.,  May  18, 1780. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  the  request  of  your  Excellency  we  have  taken  par- 
ticular pains  to  inquire  what  fat  Cattle  were  for  Sale  in  the  vicinity 
of  this  City.  We  have  been  on  the  Meadows  k  Islands  below  Darby, 
and  find  but  few  fit  for  Slaughtering,  k  those  that  are,  the  persons 
on  whose  Farms  they  are  feeding  say  that  they  are  already  engaged. 
The  Cattle  that  now  are  feeding  in  a  general  way  are  not  yet  Beef, 
but  will  in  a  few  Weeks  be  of  good  quality.  To  slaughter  such  noW| 
either  private  or  publick,  we  think  is  incurring  a  public  loss. 
We  are  your  Excellency's  most 

Ofiedt  h'ble  servts., 

CHALONER  &  WHITE,  A  Cof  PH. 

His  Bxoeiry,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq. 
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Matthew  Smith  to  Pees.  Rebd,  1780. 

Northnmberkad  Town,  Maj  18th,  1780. 

I  am  unbappy  Enoagh  to  loform  you  the  Savage  Enemy  have  on 
the  16th  Inst.,  made  a  Stroke  on  the  Inhahitants  of  this  much  Dis- 
iresbM  Gonnty  at  Bnffaloe  Valley.  At  French  Jacoh  Qrozong's 
Hills  fonr  Men  kill'd,  viz.,  Jno.  Forster,  Jan., — Eytzwiller,  James 
Chambers  &  Samuel  M'Laaghlen.  The  Enemy  Got  only  one  of  the 
Scalps.  The  Neighbouring  Inhabitants  on  hearing  the  fireing 
Briskly  tnm'd  out  and  pursued  the  Enemy  Very  Brave,  But  was 
not  Able  to  Overtake  them,  the  Inhabitants  have  stood  here  Indeed 
longer  than  Gould  Been  Expected,  were  it  not  Desperation.  But, 
Sifi  unless  Some  Support  Can  be  Instantly  afforded  the  State  must 
Shortly  Gount  one  County  less  than  formerly — which  God  forbid. 
I  Refer  you,  D*  Sir,  to  the  Bearer,  Gen,  Pottery  for  further  Infor- 
mation, as  he  waits  on  horse  Back,  whilst  I  write  this  Imperfect, 
IMstreas'd  Accct.  Provisions  none,  Gash  none,  nor  Can  it  Be  had  in 
thb  plaoe.  Gen.  Potter^s  Accts.  from  this  place  to  the  Hon'ble,  the 
Assembly,  which  I  Doubt  not  you  will  see.  Will  fully  satisfy  you  of 
the  state  of  this  place. 

I  am,  D'  Sir,  your  most  Obt.  Humble  Servt., 

MATTHEW  SMITH. 
Directed^ 

His  BxeeUency,  Joseph  Bead,  Esq',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 
Pt.  Gen.  Jas.  Potter. 


Coil.  Brodhbad  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780« 

Fort  Pitt,  May  18th,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  your  favor,  in  Council,  of  the  29th  ultimo.,* 
and  am  happy  in  the  assurance  that  the  Delawtre  Indiana  were  not 
concerned  in  the  Murders  of  our  Inhabitants,  as  was  at  first  expected. 
On  the  contrary  some  of  them  act  with  our  Scouts,  and  seem  very 
desirous  of  discovering  the  Enemies  parties.  And  I  have  great 
reason  to  believe  that  a  considerable  number  will  join  me  upon  the 
first  capital  enterprise  I  can  undertake. 

It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  our  Treasury,  &  of  course  resources, 
are  so  low  as  to  prevent  our  raising  the  necessary  Troops  to  Defend 
ourselves  against  the  Inonrsions  of  a  few  Savages.    But  I  trust  the 

*  See  page  218. 
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wont  is  past  and  we  may  expect  a  great  plenty  of  every  necessary  at 
the  close  of  this  Campaign^ 

Yoa  may  rely  on  my  giving  an  eqnal  protection  to  Westmoreland 
whilst  tha  means  are  in  my  power.  Bat  as  the  Commissaries  aro 
forbid  making  Parohases  of  future  supplies,  I  expect  my  endeavourft 
will  soon  be  at  an  end  for  want  of  Provisions.  In  this  exigeney 
I  shall^  however,  venture  to  direct  the  purchase  of  such  provisions , 
as  may  be  necessary  to  subsist  my  Troops,  but  the  public  credit  is  so 
much  wasted  that  I  fear  it  cannot  be  bad  without  great  difficulty. 

The  encouragement  given  by  the  Hon'ble  Executive  Council  is 
great,  and  I  wish  it  may  have  the  desired  effect,  but  I  apprehend 
that  it  will  be  construed  into  a  License  to  take  off  the  Scalps  of 
some  of  our  friendly  Delawares,  and  produce  a  general  Indian  War. 
I  am  not  ignorant  of  the  influenoe  of  the  Delaware  Councils  over 
near  twenty  different  Nations,  and  it  is  for  thi^  reason  only  why  so 
much  notice  has  been  taken  of  them.  There  are  villains  amongst 
them  as  well  as  other  People,  but  it  must  be  oonfest  that  their 
Councils  have  been  steady,  and  their  young  men  serviceable,  and  if 
a  small  assortment  of  Goods,  Paint  &  Trinkets  could  be  had  for  them 
they  might,  in  my  opinion,  be  brought  to  take  a  fall  benefit  of  your 
proclamation.  But  paper  money,  without  goods,  they  oannot  bo 
taught  to  consider  as  a  proper  reward. 

The  Hon'ble  Congress  has  done  me  great  Honor  by  the  attention 
paid  to  my  situation  with  regard  to  the  troublesome  part  of  the 
Inhabitants,  and  the  imprudence  of  a  neighbouring  set  of  Justices. 
And  I  have  a  happy  presage  that  by  its  intervention  things  will  be* 
riMiaoed  to  a  degree  of  oettaintj  an  this  side  the  AJleghany  HilL 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  the  ntmost  respect  &  esteem, 
Dear  Sir,  your  most  obedt.  Servt., 

I>ANIEL  BRODHEAD, 

Colo,  commanding  W.  J). 
His  Excellency,  Jos.  Beed,  Esq. 


Saml.  J.  Atlhb  to  Pbes.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Pequea,  May  lOth^  178(y. 
Sir, 

I  find  great  difficulty  in  getting  the  Companies  properly  officered 
in  some  part  of  the  County,  owing  to  the  irregularities  in  the  former 
Lieutenancy.  The  best  men  are  much  sour'd,  and  will  neither, 
accept  of  Command  or  appear  at  Elections,  untill  the  delinquents 
under  the  late  Law  have  been  obliged  to  pay  the  Fines  mcurr'd  by 
their  non-performanoe  of  Military  §erwke^  &c. 
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I  bave  attended  several  Elections  and  have  been  obliged  |>erQmp- 
torilj  to  refase  reporting  to  Council  sundry  persons  chosen. 

Few  freeholders  attend ;  the  Choice  maae  bj  such  as  Montesquieu 
describes  in  his  Spirit  of  Laws  <<  to  be  in  so  mean  a  situation  is  to  bo 
deemed  to  have  no  will  of  their  own/'  and  consequently  fell  upon 
such  as  were  not  fit  to  Command,  and  some  of  infamous  carracters. 

I  have  deferred  nominating  Officers  to  Council,  in  expectation* 
that  I  shall  prevail  with  the  principal  Inhabitants  to  meet  and  choose 
for  themselves.  I  hope  at  length  to  succeed,  having  assured  them 
that  Couacit  will  endeavour  to  have  the  outstanding  Fines  collected  ; 
this  being  compleated  I  expect  I  shall  have  little  difficulty  in  exe- 
cuting my  office. 

The  purchasing  departments,  from  the  prices  of  the  articles  being 
stipulated,  I  fear  Sir,  oannot  succeed,  higher  prices  in  hard  Money 
are  given  in  the  Country  for  Com,  Oats  and  Hay  than  allow'd  by 
Connoill  in  their  Instructions  to  be  given  in  the  new  money  to  be 
emitted.  Untill  the  Credit  of  the  new  money  can  be  fully  established 
higher  prices  must  be  given  in  that  than  are  demanded  and  received 
in  Specie,  or  little  will  be  purchased. 

I  am;  Sir,  with  the  greatest  esteem  and  Respect, 
Tour  Excellency's  most  obed. 
and  very  H'bble  Servt.; 

SAM.  J.  ATLEE. 
DtreOedj 

His  Ex^Hency,  Joseph  Beed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennaylvaniia. 


Circular  of  CoNaRsss,  1780. 

In  Congress,  May  W^^jlTSO.  - 
Sir, 

Congress  have  received  authentic  information  that  his  most  Chris- 
tian Majesty  is  preparing  to  send  a  powerful  Naval  and  Land  force 
to  some  part  of  the  Continent  of  North  America.  This  force  gene- 
rously calculated  either  to  produce  a  diversion  iii  our  favoi,  or  to 
forward  the  operation  of  our  arma  by  being  directed  to  the  same 
object,  may  either  by  our  Exertions  be  made  the  means  of  delivering 
our  Country  in  the  course  of  the  Campaign  from  the  ravages  of  war, 
or  being  rendered  ineffectual  through  our  supineness  serve  only  to  sully 
the  reputation  of  our  arms,  to  defeat  the  benevolent  intention  of  our 
great  ally,  and  to  disgrace  our  Confederacy  in  the  Eyes  of  all 
Europe. 

Every  State  that  reflects  upon  the  depreciation  of  the  currency^  and 
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their  own  deficiency  in  the  payment  of  their  taxes  mnst  necessarily 
conclude  that  the  Treasury  is  exhausted.-— The  Military  departments 
are  at  a  stand  for  the  want  of  money  to  put  them  in  motion :  Con- 
gress have  no  resources  but  in  your  spirit  and  virtue,  upon  these 
they  confidently  rely.  You  know  the  value  of  the  prisse  for  which 
you  contend;  nor  need  you  be  informed  how  much  you  are  interested 
in  a  speedy  termination  of  this  distressing  and  expensive  war. 

But  as  the  smallest  disappointment  in  the  requisitions  they  make 
may  be  attended  with  the  most  serious  consequencesi  they  have  en- 
deavoured so  to  limit  their  demands  as  not  to  exceed  your  power  to 
comply  with  them. 

The  sum  for  which  you  are  called  upon  by  the  within  resolution 
they  flatter  themselves  you  will  furnish  to  the  Treasury  by  the 
fifteenth  of  June  at  furthest  without  neglecting  to  discharge  the 
orders  that  have  been  drawn  upon  you  for  the  whole  of  which,  you 
will  receive  credit  on  your  account  of  taxes  due  on  the  first  of  March 
last. 

As  this  money  is  absolutely  necessary  to  put  the  army  in  motion 
independent  of  the  purchase  of  provisionS|  we  trust  you  will  by  no 
means  remit  your  attention  to  the  forwarding  your  quota  of  supplies, 
which  the  present  exigency  renders  more  requisite  than  ever. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  suggest  to  you  that  if  a  strict  and 
immediate  collection  of  taxes  should  be  insufficient  to  procure  the 
necessary  sums  within  the  time  limited|  it  may  perhaps  be  more 
speedily  obtained  by  loans. 

Congress  for  the  greater  dispatch  have  thought  it  expedient  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  assist  the  Commander  in  Chief  in  drawing 
out  supplies.  As  their  powere  will  be  inadequate  to  the  purposes  of 
their  appointment  unless  they  shall  derive  force  from  the  States  to 
whom  they  will  be  under  the  necessity  of  applying,  they  most 
earnestly  request  you,  if  you  should  find  it  inconvenient  to  continue 
your  Sessions  to  lodge  such  powers  in  your  Executive,  or  some  part 
of  your  Legislative  body,  as  will  enable  them  at  this  interesting 
period  on  the  application  of  the  Committee  to  call  forth  the  resour- 
ces of  your  Siatc. 

Congress  trust  that  these  requisitions  will  not  appear  unnecessary, 
when  compared  with  the  information  on  which  they  are  grounded. 
In  the  importance  of  which  they  doubt  not  that  you  will  find  a  suffi- 
cient apology  for  the  demand  and  the  warmth  with  which  they 
intreat  you  to  carry  these  measures  into  immediate  execution. 
By  Order  of  Congressy 

BAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President 

Ills  Excellency  President  Beed. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIYES  1780.  258 

Gekl.  Enox  to  Tsm*  Reed,  1780, 

Moms  Town,  19**  May,  1780. 
Sear  Sir, 

I  ha^e  received  your  Ezcellencys  favor  of  the  10^  inetant,  res- 
pecting the  incorporation  of  the  loose  companies  belonging  to  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  with  Col.  Proctors  regiment.  This  has  been 
80  ardently  my  wish,  that  I  have  endeavor'd  to  the  ntmoet  of  my 
power,  to  have  it  effected,  and  so  long  ago,  as  the  80^*  of  last  Janu- 
ary^ 1  wrote  pressingly  to  the  board  of  war  on  the  subject,  but  I 
have  not  received  any  answer  from  them. 

I  inform^  the  board,  that  late  Lee's  and  Porters  companies,  had 
lean  part  of  CoL  Lambs  battalion,  since  its  first  formation,  and  that 
it  would  be  injurious  to  take  those  oompanies  from  it,  without  giving 
it  an  equivalent,  therefore  I  proposed  that  New  Jersey  shoiud  be 
eall'd  upon  by  Congress,  to  raise  two  companies  of  artillerymen,  to 
be  added  to  Lambs  in  lieu  of  Porters  and  Lees.  There  could  not 
have  been  any  impropriety  in  this  measure,  as  New  Jersey  have  had 
two  companies  of  artillery  in  the  field  from  January  '77,  to  last  Jan- 
nary,  when  the  times  of  engagement  of  almost  all  the  men  expir'd. 
I  should  suppose  policy  would  induce  this  State,  to  raise  the  compa- 
nies immediately  on  a  requisition  of  Congress.  However,  nothing 
has  yet  been  done  with  respect  to  the  matter. 

A  committee  of  Congress  are  in  Camp,  to  make  every  arrangement 
which  shall  be  thought  necessary;  I  shall  lay  this  subject  before 
them,  and  do  not  conceive  of  any  further  difficulty  than  what  I  have 
mentioned,  of  the  injury  Lambs  regiment  will  sustain ; — I  cannot 
suppose  Colonel  Procters  officers,  can  have  any  reasonable  objections 
as  all  the  vacancies  in  that  regiment  are  filled  up.  It  is  mv  earnest 
wish  that  the  whole  Corps  of  Artillery  should  be  as  completely  or- 
gania'd  as  the  nature  of  the  establishment  will  admit,  and  nothing 
on  my  part  shall  be  wanting  to  effect  it. 

The  field  pieces  borrowed  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  by  the 
Continent,  can  be  retum'd  without  any  inconvenience  to  the  Public 
Service.  I  believe  there  are  two  under  that  description  now  in  the 
paik,  I  do  not  know  whether  there  were  any  more  borrowed,  if  there 
should  have  been,  and  your  Excellency  can  obtain  the  marks  of 
them,  and  an  order  from  the  board  of  War  for  their  delivery,  I  shall 
take  particular  pleasure  in  returning  them  to  the  State,  in  perfect 
repair  with  my  hearty  thanks,  for  the  services  they  have  render'd. 
I  am  with  much  respect.  Dear  Sir, 

Your  Ezcellencys  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

H.  KNOX. 
Directed,    His  Excellency  President  Beed. 
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Pres.Rbbd  to  Pres.  Powell,  of   Massachusetts  Bat, 

J780. 

Sir, 

We  are  informed  tb&t  one  Samuel  Chapman,  a  Babjeet  of  this 
State,  who  joined  the  British  Armjr  jn  December,  1776,  &  took  a 
Commission  in  that  Service,  has  been  captured  by  a  Vessel  of  War, 
&  carried  into  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  &  is  treated  with  an 
Indulgence  due  only  to  Officers  of  a  different  character.  Being 
attainted  in  this  State,  &  peculiarly  obnoxious  as  an  Officer  of  a 
Corps  employed  in  harassing  the  Inhabitants,  stealing  Horses,  &  such 
like  Practices,  we  request  he  may  not  be  exchanged,  in  the  ordinary 
Course,  bnt  kept  untill  a  fiironrable  Opp'  offers  to  bring  him  into 
this  State,  that  he  maybe  dealt  with  according  to  his  Demerits. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  much  esteem  k  regard, 
Sir;  Tour  most  Obed.  & 

very  HbbL  Servt 
Jndoraed. 

May  19,  Hon.  Jeremiah  Powell  Esq.,  Pres*  of  Mass.  Bay. 


Isaac  Roach  to  Capt.  Boys,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  hare  the  plasnre  of  Informing  you  of  my  Arriveinfl;  Safe  at  this 
place  yesterday.  We  have  heard  no  Intillaganee  of  any  of  the 
Enemies  Boats^only  one  that  was  Drove  a  Shore  a  few  miles  to  thi 
Southward  of  Cape  henbpen,  the  Crew  supposed  to  be  lost  Aa  fiva 
or  six  men  has  been  found  on  the  Beach  Drownded ;  this  happened 
about  ten  Days  ago.  Our  Beef  &  pork  Is  half  Expended..  I  have 
made  application  to  Major  Fisher  for  a  Supply  &  he  has  promised 
to  furnish  me  with  it.  I  shall  wait  here  a  few  Days  to  Conv<yy 
several  Shallops  from  this  place  up  the  Bay,  Which  I  hope  will  meet 
with  your  approbation.  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  any  more  men 
as  yet.  Haveing  not  to  ad,  I  have  the  Hon'  to  subscribe  my  Sel^ 
Sir,  your  very. 

Hum"  Serv*, . 

ISAAC  ROACH. 

On  board  the  Delawar  Schooner,  in  lewistown  Creek,  May  20*^, 
1780. 

Dirwt€d, 
lo  Nathan  Boys,  Esqr.,  at  Philadelphia. 
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BBSOLTJTIOir  OP  CONORBSS,   1780. 

In  Congress,  May  19«,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  the  States  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  Delaware,  Pean- 
aylvania,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  Oonneetiont,  Rhode  Island,  Massa- 
ohosetts  bay  &  New  hampshire  be  most  earnestly  called  on  to  oolleet 
A  fmy  into  the  continental  treasury,  immediately  if  possible,  &  at  all 
events  within  30  days  from  this  time,  ten  millions  doUare  for  the 
9peoial  purpose  hereafter  mentiooed,  in  the  following  proportions; 
the  payments  to  be  credited  to  the  said  States  respectively  on  their 
quotas  of  money  due  to  the  United  States^  the  fintof  March  last,  viz., 


Virginia 

1,953,200 

Marjland 

1,234,350 

Delaware 

132,800 

PensylTania 

1,796,950 

New  Jersey 

708,950 

New  York 

585,950 

Connecticut 

1,328,050 

Bhode  Island 

156,250 

Slaasaohnsetts  bay 

1,796,950 

New  Hampshire 

312,450 

Resolved,  that  bills  be  immediately  drawn,  under  the  direction  of 
the  board  of  treasoiy,  on  the  honble.  Docf  B.  Franklin  for  25,000 
and  on  the  hon^^  John  Jay  for  25,000,  payable  at  sixty  days  sight ; 
That  they  be  offered  for  sale  in  Massachusetts  bay,  Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut,  Pensylvania,  Maryland  and  Virginia  in  the  following 
proportiops,  vis. : 


Massachusetts  bay   . 

20,000 

Bhode  Island 

...           .             3,000 

Conoeetiont 

8,000 

Pennsylvania 

10,000 

Maryland 

.            .           .             5,000 

Yir^niA  • 

i> 1 J    mi t  x\ A^  "L. 

.           .            .             4,000 

Resolved,  That  the  money  to  be  raised  as  aforesaid  be  app 
and  applied  solely  to  the  bringing  the  army  into  the  field,  & 
ing  their  supplies  in  such  manner  as  the  exigency  and  nature  of  the 
service  may  require. 


Resolved,  That  the  committee  at  head  quarteif  be  directed  to 
expedite  the  drawing  forth  the  supplies  for  the  States,  required  by 
thd  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  25  of  Feb'y  last,  as  the  exigency 
&  nature  of  the  service  of  the  case  may  require,  and  the  commander 
in  chief  shall  judge  them  necessary. 

That  in  case  of  any  extraordinary  emergency,  more  of  any  of  the 
articles  enumerated  in  the  said  resolution  shall  become  necessary 
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than  is  therein  provided  for.  That  the  said  committee^  with  the  advice 
of  the  oommandei  in  chief,  do  apply  to  the  Legislature,  or  executive 
powers  of  anj  of  the  States  aforesaid,  from  New  Hampshire  to  Vir- 
ginia inclusive,  as  may  be  most  oonvenient,  to  have  them  immediately 
purchased  at  tne  expense  of  the  United  States,  or  otherwise  procured 
on  the  credit  of  the  same,  if  necessity  shall  so  require. 

That  the  said  com**  give  directions  for  procuring  any  other  articlee 
notfrovided  for  in  the  said  resolution  of  the  25  of  Feb'y,  which  th 
exigency  of  the  service  may,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commander  in 
chief,  render  necessary,  &  direct  the  proper  application  to  the  civil 
magistrates  of  any  of  the  States  for  obtaining  them  in  such  manner 
as  shall  not  admit  of  delay. 

That  the  said  com**  bo  also  authorized  to  give  assurance,  where 
any  of  the  aforesaid  articles  shall  be  purchased  or  otherwise  procured 
on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  that  the  just  value  of  the  same 
shall  be  paid  with  interest  at  6  per  cent,  as  fast  as  money  can  be  raised 
for  that  purpose. 

That  the  said  com**  report  their  proceedings  to  Congress  once  a 
fortnight. 

Resolved,  That  the  Legislatures,  from  New  Hampshire  to  Virginia 
inclusive,  be  requested  to  invest  their  executive  authority,  or  some 
other  persons,  with  such  powers  as  will  eAable  them  on  the  applica- 
tion of  com**  aforesaid,  to  draw  forth,  al  this  critical  period^  the 
resources  of  the  State. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


In  Congress,  May  20%  1780. 
Resolved, 

That  the  several  States  be  earnestly  requested  io  forward  their 
quotas  of  Troops  to  join  their  respective  corps  of  the  Army  as  soon 
as  possible. 

•  Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y* 


Resolution  of  Congress,  1780. 

In  Congress,  May  20»,  1780. 

An  Extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 

Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  was  laid   before  Congress,  pur- 

porting  that  "  M'  Peale,  M'  Blewer,  M*  Hayes,  M'  Wynkoop,  M' 

J.  Anderson,  M'  Orr,  M'  Smith,  M'  Jones,  M'  Dresbach,  M»  Pow- 

«  See  Col.  Rec^Tol.  XII.,  p.  860. 
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ell,  M'  Sloan,  &  M'  Hartin  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  oonfer 
vith  Oongressy  in  company  with  a  Oommittee  of  ike  Bopreme  Bieo- 
ntive  Gonneil,  on  the  snbject  of  the  loan  Office  oertifioates  iaaoed  bj 
ilie  0£Boera  of  the  atate  department 

Beaoked,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  oonfer  witk 
the  aboYe  Committees. 

The  members  choaen,  M'  Elsworth,  M'  Honaton,  and  M'  Henry. 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 

GEO.  BOND,  Dep'ySeo'y.* 


P,  PisKXT  TO  Council,  1780. 

To  the  Han^>  Got*  k  Conndl  of  Pennsylvania. 
Gentlemen : 

The  misfortunes  I  suflbr'd  on  board  the  Confederacy  having 
retarded  my  arrival  in  Europe,  I  am  sorry  to  tell  you  it  is  out  of  my 
power  to  send  at  present  the  five  thousand  Fusees  conformable  to  the 
Tenor ^f  my  Treaty  with  yoo :  they  were  to  be  dispatchM  in  January 
last ;  I  arriv'd  in  France  only  in  March,  &  are  now  here  in  the  store- 
houses. Knowing  your  immediate  want,  I  wou'd  fain  forward  them 
to  you  though  thd  Time  for  their  Expedition  is  pass'd:  But  no 
vessels  nor  men  can  be  found,  they  are  in  the  Qovernment  Service. 
For  all  I  went  to  Versailles  to  sollicit  an  Exemption  for  some  of 
them,  ray  sollicitation  was  not  Granted.  The  Royal  Navy  must 
Lave  the  Preference  is  all  what  is  urged  at  this  Time :  Consequently, 
the  Circulation  of  Commerce  is  intercepted.  My  House  was  forc'd 
to  charter  our  vessels  to  the  King  four  months  before  my  arrival  in 
France.  But^  we  hope,  our  disagreeable  Circumstances  are  soon  to 
be  alter'd.  By  the  first  opportunity  as  soon  as  I  can  find  a  good 
sailing  vessel  in^his  place  bound  to  your  Parts,  I  will  ship  your 
muskets. 

I  must  inform  you  that  I  am  determined  to  stay  here  during  the 
war.  For.  your  advantage,  &  that  of  the  Americans  in  Qeneral,  I 
will  endeavour  to  promote  every  Opportunity  tending  to  give  you 
satisfaction.  An  exact  &  immediate  compliance,  as  much  as  possible, 
with  your  orders  is  what  I  recommend  to  my  House ;  I  shall  be 
happv  to  receive  them  &  contiuue  to  be  your  constant  Correspondent. 

I  bespoke  your  Standards  in  Paris ;  I  expect  them  every  day. 
They  will  be  soot  to  you  by  some  French  frigate.  Cap*  Sam^  Smith, 
who  has  been  ready  to  sail  for  some  time,  wUl  deliver  to  you,  as  soon 
as  he  arrives  in  Philadelphia,  the  seals  representing  the  arms  of  your 
State.    As  you  desired,  they  were  enerav'd  at  Paris. 

Were  you  to  appoint  a  Commercial  agent  in  France,  I  beg  you 

*  See  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.  p.  860. 
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would  bestow  ihni  Honor  npon  me.  Xovr  BzceneDcy  was  bo  kind 
as  to  promise  me  before  my  departure  yon  woold  make  a  motion  in 
my  Favor  in  your  OouueiL  If  I  oould  be  so  bappy  as  to  obtain  tbat 
mark  of  your  Confidenoe,  my  Conduct  would  soon  eyinee  the  Utility 
&  ProprietY  of  your  choice. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  profound  Respect. 
Qentlemeni 

Your  most  Obedient,  deyoted| 
Humble  Servant, 

P.  PENET. 
Nantes,  the  20th  May,  1780. 


Capt.  Allbh  MXahe  to  Prbs.  Bsbd^  1780. 

Head  of  Elk, 

May  20«,  1780. 
Sir, 

A  desire  to  be  comprehended  by  the  State  of  pencelvania  as  one  of 
their  offisors,  induces  me  to  trouble  your  fizcell'y  to  lay  my  request 
before  the  Honourable  House  of  Assembly.  I  flatter  my  self  you 
will  think  with  me  i  have  every  neoesary  pretention  to  the  notice  of 
the  State  -,  it  is  the  place  of  my  nativity ;  i  have  long  made  up  my 
mind  to  remove  my  residance  their.  As  i  wass  under  the  necescaty 
of  Disposing  of  my  property  in  pensylvania  or  deleware,  i  chose  to 
sell  out  in  deleware,  and  directly  after  the  Eueroy  Evacuated  phil.  i 
rcmioved  my  family  to  the  City,  ware  tbay  now  breathe. 

It  is  true  i  had  the  misfortune  to  live  in  deleware  when  I  reoi'd  a 
commission  in  one  of  the  Additional  Reg^.  When  the  arrangement 
took  place  i  Requested  to  be  annexed  to  the  Delaware  RegS  as  I  wass 
injured  in  point  of  rank  in  the  one  I  had  served  in  ^  the  Hon.  Con- 
gress was  pleased  to  annex  me  to  Maj'  Lee's  Corps.  I  am  the  only 
offisor  of  said  Corps  that  is  not  provided  for  by  some  one  State. 

I  am  now  on  my  march  to  the  Southward,  and  may  not  have ' 
another  opcrtunity  of  having  my  situation  coifsidered. 

Should  you  take  up  Idea  and  present  my  request|  the  service  - 
will  be  acknowledged  by  your  Exell*  most  obed.  Serv*, 

ALLEN  M'LANE. 
Directed, 

His  ExcclFcy  Joseph  Read^  Esq.;  President  State  Pensilvania. 


PENNSYLYAMIA  ABOHIYBS  1780.  2S» 

Samuel  Rba  to  Prssidbnt  Rbsd,  1780. 

Haj  ifc  please  your  Exoellenoy : 

I  embrace  tbb  Opportunity  by  tbe  Rev'  M'  Treat,  to  inform  your 
Excellency,  tbat  since  my  last,  Signed  by  Mr.  Ordt,  the  13'^  Ins*, 
That  Col.  Bond,  of  New  Jersey,  baveinff  receved  Intelegcnce  that  a 
Party  of  Terries  on  the  12th  Instant  had  appointed  to  meet  near  the 
Wal^r  Gap  of  Delaware  in  this  Township,  and  from  thence  make  off 
to  the  Indians  Headed  by  a  Certain  Kobert  Land,  late  of  Gasheotong, 
an  old  offonder,  whom  I  had  made  Return  of  aboat  2  years  ago  to 
Council,  and  was  Confined  some  time  in  Easton  Goal;  but  at  the  last 
Supreme  Court  of  this  County  has  been  admitted  tb  Bail,  as  the  . 
judge  did  not  find  his  name  in  the  Proclamation.  Col.  Bond  having 
found  out  the  very  time  of  their  march,  placed  a  few  Volunteers  in 
Ambush,  who  foro'd  upon  them  and  Wounded  two  of  the  enemy, 
upon  which  two  of  them  were  made  Prisoners,  viz* :  Ralph  Morden 
and  a  British  Prisoner,  who,  it  seems,  had  leave  to  run  at  large; 
they  had  each  of  them  near  30  >^  of  Flour  on  their  Backs.  lAud, 
'ds  said,  was  seen  to  fall  when  fired  upon,  and  dropt  his  knapaaok, 
Beaver  hat  &  Cane;  His  supposed  he  was  Mortally  wounded,  as  there 
was  plenty  of  blood  discovered  next  morning ;  dilligent  search  has 
been  made,  but  to  no  purpose ;  ,tis  thought  he  was  either  killed  or 
Conveyed  away,  Probably  by  the  Tories,  as  a  number  of  them  reside 
near  the  Place  where  the  action  hapn'd.  Morden,  it  seems,  made 
some  Confession,  but,  as  the  particulars  have  not  come  to  hand^ 
cannot  favour  you  therewith. 

I  am  Likewise  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  when  tbe  Alarm 
of  the  Inhabitants  when  Gilbert's  Mills  was  burnt,  and  the  People 
Captivated,  the  Sub  Lieut,  in  that  Quarter  have  called  upon  and 
placed  near  100  Men,  and  stationed  them  near  the  Lehi  Gap,  under 
Col.  Kern. 

And  as  the  Township  of  Lower  and  upper  Smithfield  &o.,  remains 
as  yet  unguarded,  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  my  Lett'  of  May  Ist. 
Have  called  upon  the  next  Class  in  rotation,  under  the  new  arrange- 
ment, to  march  U>  their  relief.  I  must  again  renew  my  request  to 
Council  for  a  sunply  of  Ammunition,  as  what  hath  come  to  hand  is 
nearly  exhausted  to  the  needy  Inhabitants,  tbat  lived  most  exposed 
to  danger ;  so  that  but  very  litle  remains  to  supply  the  Militia  in 
future.  As  the  Returns  of  all  the  Officers  names  in  the  several 
Battles  of  this  County,  is  not  yet  com  pleated,  must  defer  that 
affair  to  some  future  Opportunity.  I  have  wrote  to  CoL  Kem  tor 
an  exact  list  of  the  Men  under  his  Command,  which  will  shortly  be 
Transmitted  to  your  Excellency.  I  am  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  &  most  Humble  Servant, 

SAML  REA;  Lieut. 
Direetedy 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed^  Esq',  President  of  the  Executive 
Council  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 

^  favour  of  the  Rev*  M'  Treat. 
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Ephriam  Blaike  to  P&es.  Beed,  1780. 

Philad*,  20th  May,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  left  Head  Quarters  late  on  the  eycDing  of  the  eighteenth,  ttd 
find  it  will  he  impossible  to  feed  the  Army  without  the  Aid  of  the 
Legitlative  authority  impowering  their  Commissioners  to  purchase 
or  to  take  Cattle  wherever  they  can  find  them  fit  for  use. 

The  want  of  Money  last  fall  deprived  the  Agents  from  securing 
any  large  quantities  of  Salt  Provisions,  and  the  severity  of  the  winter 
has  deprived  many  of  the  Connecticut  Farmers  from  feeding  Cattle, 
on  whom  our  principal  dependance  was  for  Beef:  those  circum- 
atanoes,  and  our  Salt  Provisions  being  exhausted,  has  reduced  the 
Army  to  half  allowance  of  Meat ;  indeed  on  this  day  there  is  not  a 
single  pound  in  Camp. 

This  State  is  capable  of  furnishing  a  considerable  number  of  Stock 
Cattle,  which  will  make  good  Beef  if  proper  means  are  adopted  to 
collect  them.  I  would  beg  leave  to  point  out  to  your  Excellency  the 
proper  places : — the  County  of  Chester  and  the  Meadows  on  Del- 
aware, Lancaster,  Bucks  &  York  Counties;  indeed,  a  few  may  be 
provided  in  each  County.  The  States  of  Jersey  and  New  York  have 
been  so  drain'd  we  can  expect  very  little  Assistance  from  them; 
therefore,  without  your  speedy  Aid  in  giving  a  Supply  of  Meat,  the 
Army  must  undoubtedly  disband  for  want  of  that  necessary  Article. 
Would  beg  your  Excellency  to  give  immediate  Orders  to  the  County 
Contractors  to  enter  upon  the  Execution  of  their  respective  Purchases 
with  all  possible  dispatch,  as  a  very  few  Days  will  reduce  me  to  want 
every  neoessaiy  for  the  Army,  and  oblige  me  to  call  on  the  Con- 
tractors for  the  Supplies  required  from  this  State. 
I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  Excellencies  most  obedient 
&  most  Hble.  Servant, 

EPH.  BLAINE,  C.  G.  K, 

Direcied^ 

Public  Service. 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire.    Present. 
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'    RSSOLUTION  OF  COHeRXSSj^  1780. 

In  Congress,  May  22d^  1780. 

Hie  Cbmittittoe  to  whom  was  referred  President  Beed^s  Letter  of 
ftthy^  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration,  ft 
thereupon. 

Besolved,  Thatin  the  opinion  of  Congress  it  is  highly  inexpedient 
for  any  of  the  States  to  permit  the  exportation  ot  provisions,  to 
forergn  parts  until  the  exiffencies  of  the  public  Service,  afe  mora 
fully  ascertained  and  provided  for  than  at  present. 

Tliat  it  be  earnestly  reccommended  to  the  Delaware  State  again 
immediately  to  lay  an  Embargo  on  the  exportation  of  provisions 
fiom  that  State  and  to  oontiiuie  the  Same  until!  it  Shall  be  consistent 
with  the  pnbHc  Safety  that  the  like  embargoes  Should  be  discon- 
tinued in  all  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  a  Copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  transmitted 
to  the  President  of  the  Delaware  State  and  also  to  the  President  of 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania  in  answer  to  his 
Iietter  of  the  6th. 

Extract  from  the  minutes 

GEO  BOND,  Depy.  Secy. 

May  22-  1780. 


OlITSK  ElL8W(»ITH  to  PfiBS.  RSBB,  1780* 

Sir, 

The  Committee  of  Congress,  are  ready  to  confer  with  the  Commit- 
tees of  Ae  Supreme  Executive  Council  and  Assembly,  of  the  Common- 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  Subjects  of  the  enclosed  Kesolation 
at  such  Time  and  Place  as  they  shall  appoint. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
on  Behalf  of  the  Commee. 

your  Excelly's  most  obedt. 

and  very  hble.  sert. 
OLtVBB  BLLSWORTHf. 

Monday  May  22><  1780. 
Directed^ 

His  Excy.  The  Prest.  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Conneil,  Penn 
sylv. 

*  See  pane  229. 

t  See  Col.  Rec.,  YoL  XU.  p.  SCO. 
Vol.  VIIL— 12 
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PrB8.  RsED  to  SpSAKSB  07  ASSHMBLT)  1780. 

Sir, 

The  ^ndoted  Hinnte  of  Gtmgimi  iraa  bronght  to  this  Botid  on 
Sfttordajy  bat  your  Hon.  House  iukviag  adjourned;  no  Besoliition 
ooald  be  bad. 

We  riiall  be  ready  to  attend  tbe  proposed  Committee  wbenever  it 
enits  tbe  Oonveiiienoe  of  tbe  Honse,  onr  iDformaUon  of  whieb  will 
enable  M  to  notify  tbe  Committee  of  Coogroea  as  to  Time  and  Plaee. 
I  am  Sir,  witb  great  Reapeot, 
k  Regard,  Yonr  moit  Obed.  Hbble*  Sert. 

JOS.  RESD. 
Ikcbr$edf'^^o  Jobn  Bayard,  Esq.,  i^Makerw 


GOL.  L.  NiOOLA  TO  P&BS  BssD^  1780. 

Gentlemen, 

M'  M«  Enigbt  informs  me  be  spoke  to  seToral  members  of  iba 
CouDcils,  in  re^rd  to  bis  claim  of  half  of  Johnstons  prise  money, 
who  all  told  him  those  matten  were  entirely  left  to  me  to  finally 
determine,  bnt  desired  I  would  lay  his  claim,  as  far  as  appears  to  ma 
before  yoa,  supposing  I  can  take  bis  word  as  to  tbe  latter,  I  send  it 
enclosed,  but  do  not  think  a  rerbal  message  sufficient  for  the  former, 
&  would  rather  fall  short  than  extend  any  authority  beyond  tbe  inten- 
tion of  those  Testing  me  witb  it,  therefore  request  your  directions  as 
to  this  matter,  asBuring  yon  that  if  H'  M"  KnigbtB  inforsaation  is 
right  I  shall  determine  the  matter  as  speedily  as  possible  with  due 
regard  to  equity  &  the  interests  of  the  State. 

'A  Tory  valuable  prise  being  sent  into  this  port  by  three  privateers  on 
board  of  wbieh  we  may  reasonably  snppese  there  are  several  deserters 
from  tbe  American  Army,  &  as  buying  shares  or  parts  of  shares  baa 
become  a  great  article  of  speculation,  I  beg  leave  to  propose  my 
publishing  an  advertisement,  as  agent  for  the  State,  cautioning  all 
persons  from  buying  from  deserters  or  suspected  persons,  and  as  my 
discovering  deserters  is  very  precarious,  offering  a  reward  of  60 
dollars  to  every  person  who  will  give  me  information  of  the  names 
of  such  as  may  eome  to  their  knowledge,  if  by  this  means  we  dis- 
cover apy  the  60  dollars  will  be  well  laid  out. 

Permit  me  to  assure  yon  that  I  am  with  respect. 

Gentlemen,  your  most  bomb.  A  obedt.  servt 
LEWIS  NICOLA.  T.  M. 
JMonedj 

23  May,  1T80. 
J)ire(Hed, 

To  His  Excellency  tbe  President,  &  tbe  Honbe  Executive  Council 
of  the  SUte. 


rvtsanazhYAmA  asxsbstbb  im*        set 


James  Johnston  Entered  on  board  theBloep  Aothrea  ^dfseEter 
froBi  the  eight  Yir^nia  taken  and  sent  to  his  fiegimenU 

Mr  Robt  H"*  Knight  clafn^B  half  this  mans  share  in  conseqaepoe 
of  a  purchase  made  at  Chester  the  18th  of  April  1780|  for  vbioh  he 
paid  Johnston  13  Guineas  in  Gold. 

Johnston  deposited  part  of  the  purchase  money  in  the  hands  of 
Alex'  Tindal^  Sailing  mastef  to  the  sloop  Active.  When  19  the  New 
Ooal  he  obtained  permission,  I  suppose  from  M'  Robert  Jewel,  to  go 
to  Alex'  Tindal  to  take  this  mcinej  out  of  his  hands,  &  in  preseBoe 
of  M'  M*"  Knight  demanded  nine  guineas,  the  Amo<  of  the  Peposit, 
Tindal;  informed  of  the  resolve  of  the  ooundl  refused  to  giye  the 
monej^  tiQ  M"  Knights  Claim  was  setUed. 

I  wrote  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Tindal,  then  out  of  Town,  requesUnghe 
would  paj  the  deposit  monej  into  mv  hands,  for  which  I  would  give 
him  a  proper  receipt,  thb  letter  M'  M"*  Knight  undertook  to  fere- 
ward  and  yesterday  informed  me  Mr.  Tindafwas  returned  to  town 
and  that  he  had  given  lay  letter  and  Rec'  a  verbal  answer  tliat  he 
(Tindal)  would  pay  the  five  guineas  deposited  in  his  hands  when  his 
(M«  Knights)  claim  was  settled. 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 


Prbs.  07  GoMQBias  TO  Pass*  Bjued,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  24  May,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  am  now  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  an  Act  of  Congress  of 
the  ^^2^*  Isst^nt,  in  Consequence  of  your  Letter  of  the  6^  Instant, 
by  which  you  will  be  informed  of  the  Sentiments  of  Congress,  and 
the  Measnte  thev  have  adopted  relative  to  EmhargOrand  in  pafticolar 
respeotini^  the  Pekware  State,  in  the  present ,  Situation  of  public 

I  bftfe  jthe  boaoi  to  be^ 

with  Ike  higheetTegaird,  . 

your  Bxodly'shbMe-fiervairt, 

8AM.  HUNTINGXdiJ,  Pieflideot, 
Hia  BzedlV;  VnMatki  Beed. 

*  Col.  Kee.  Tel.' XII.  p.  8ft2. 
t  8fepii(a861o{  this. 
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MSMOBUL  OV    OfFIOBBS  OV  PBirNSYLYAHIA  LiNB,  :|,780. 

May  it  please  jom  BzeeUeney : 

We;  the  Subsoribere,  Officers  belonging  to  the  Pennsylvania  linOi 
beg  leave  to  represent,  that  we  have  been  frequently  informed  that 
many,  if  not  most  of  the  places  to  which  the  unfortunate  Prisoners 
were  appointed|  have  been  since  filled  up  by  others,  and  that  many 
of  the  Captive  Officers  who  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  be  ezchancedi 
have  met  with  no  o*her  reward  for  their  painfull  imprisonmenti  out 
a  dismission  from  the  Service. 

We  must  confess  the  verry  Idea  of  meeting  with  such  a  reoeptioOi 
when  good  fortune  shall  restore  us  to  our  Country,  wounds  our 
feelings,  and  renders  Captivity  more  Irksome ;  we  have,  howeveri 
the  most  perfect  Confidence  that  your  Excellency  will  not  willingly 
Patronize  such  proceedings,  and  flatter  ourselves  that  a  short  time 
wilt  put  an  end  to  our  already  long  Captivity,  and  give  us  an  Oppor* 
tunity  of  once  more  serving  our  Country  in  the  Banks  we  are 
Entitled  to. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

Your  EzoeUencies  most  Ob'  Humble  Serv^^ 

JOHN  DUGUID,  Lieut, 
WILLIAM  CRAWFORD,  Lieut, 
THO-  JANNEY,  Lieut, 
JOHN  RUDULPH,  Lieu*, 
ANDREW  DOVER,  UeuK 

Long  Island,  Flat  Bush,  May  24%  1780. 


Prbs.  Rbed  to  Adam  Witman,  1780. 

Philada.,  May  24«»,  1780. 
Bir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  ^  Ult.  was  duly  received,  and  it  ffives  us  great 
Concern  to  see  so  unhappy  a  Spirit  prevail  in  several  Districts  of 
your  Ooiinty.  Prudenoe,  aooompanied  with  Firmness,  &  a  strict 
iUsolntion  not  to  be  frightened  or  seduced  from  the  PerfoniJkanoc  of 
your  Duty,  is  the  Line  which  will  carry  you  ihvov^  with  &fetj. 
And  yon  ma^  depend  upoii  our  Support  therein.  There  has  been  a 
M'  Shnlti  with  a  Complaint  a^aiast  the  Commissioners,  but  we  did 
not  think  proper  to  enter  into  it — at  the  same  Time  reoommendiuff 
him  to  apply  himself  to  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Who  Yill 
sit  at  Beading  in  a  short  l^me.  To  them  have  also  forwarded  TOur 
Letters  setting  forth  the  various  Obtftraetioiis  ft  Difficulties  yon  have 
met  witL    We  would  have  you  apply  ia'them  on  their  coming  into 
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die  Ceanty,  ft  reoeiye  their  Advice  ft  Direction,  which  will  afford 
yon  a  wfe  Guide  for  yoar  Oonduot,  as  well  in  bringing  turbolenft 
Oppoeers  of  the  Lews  to  Justice,  u  enabling  you  to  proceed  with 
Satisfaction  to  yoorselves  ft  Benefit  to  the  Pabliok. 

They  will  also  take  snitable  Notice  of  those  (}entlemen^  of  the 
Law  whom  yon  Yepresent  as  prosMting  Opposition,  ft  hanuMing  the 
psblidL  Offioem  in  the  PerfcNrmanoe  of  their  Daty. 
I  am;  Sir, 

Tour  obed.  ft  very 

Hbble.  Sery., 

JOS.  REED. 
P.  8.  You  win  communicate  this  Letter  to  the  other  Commissioners. 

1780,  Hay  24<^.    To  Adam  Witman,  Esq%  Com'  of  the  Tax  for. 
Berks  County. 


Pbes.  Bked  to  Officbes  07  Militu,  1780. 

The  President  of  the  State  with  Pleasure  embraces  the  first  pub* 
lick  Opp'  to  thank  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Troop  of  Light  Horse,  of 
Artillery  ft  Infantry  Militia,  for  their  numerous  ft  military  Appeap- 
smee  list  Tuesday — so  respectable  a  Body  of  Oitizens  armed  in  Defence 
•f  Amemsn  Liberty,  after  fire  Years  cruel  War  waged  against  ity 
must  afford  true  Delight  to  every  Lover  of  his  Country,  ft  strike  our 
Bnemies^  both  internal  ft  external,  with  Despair.  The  Spirit  ft 
Attention  shown  by  the  Officers  in  so  short  a  Time  since  their 
AppMitment,  is  a  most  happy  Omen  of  their  future  Improvement  ft 
BaesssB,  ft  we  may  justly  flatter  ourselves  that  their  Example  will 
diffuse  its  influence  through  the  whole  State,  combining  the  three 
great  Qualities  which  censlitute  the  Pkitriot  Soldier — Courage,  Dis- 
eiplincy  ft  an  ardent  Love  of  his  Country. 

JOS.  REED,  Prerident 

IndoTBedf 

1780;  Kay  25<^.    To  the  Officers  of  the  Militia. 
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PrSS.   RBtD  TO  MiRO&ANTB  07   PhTLA.   1780. 

Q^nilemeii, 

'  Having  tool*  Time  igo  repreMBted  to  the  Hon.  CongreM  tli* 
interesting  Sitaetion  of  this  State,  rader  the  BeslriotioDS  of  Export 

tation  while  the  neighboring  State  of  Delaware  baa  opened  itsPortS| 
I  shall  be  glad  to  oommonicata  the  Answer  this  day  reoeiyed  to  you, 
&  reoeiving  any  Information  on  this  important  Sabjeet,  for  whioh 
Purpose  I  reqaest  the  Favour  of  yoor  Attendance  at  the  City  Tavern 
to  morrow  at  12  o'clock, 

And  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obed»  &  very, 
'  Hbble  SeVt 
To  the  Merchants  of  Philaddphta. 


CoMMiTTSf  OF  CoNaBBSS  (at  Camp)  TO  Prbs.  Bbed,  1780. 

In  Committee  of  Congress. 
Morris  Town,  May  25th,  1780. 

Sir, 

Btnee  we  had  the  Honor  to  addroes  our  letter  of  this  day,  Hia 
]Bxej«  The.  Gommander  in  Chief  has  fitvooredna  with  ott»--Gopy' 
whereof  is  inclosed. 

Had  the  necessity  of  Compleaiing  the  Segiment^  to  the,  ConpI»- 
ment  he  Stated,  appeared  to  us  as  indispeasiUe  before^  as  it  hath 
done  aiaee  the  receipt  of  his  letter,  we  shonU  not  have  hesitated  % 
moment  in  reeommeading  the  meaauBO,  being  perfeotly  pemMdad 
of  its  propriety. 

We  hav«  the  Honor  to  be. 
With  the  greatest  respect, 

Y'  Excys.  most  Obed*  Sevt 
PH  SCHUYLER, 
JNO  MATHEWS, 
NATH  PEABODY. 
His  Excy.  Joseph  Reed  Esq,  Gov*  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Gm.  Wjusxuxmov  so  GoMMirru,  1780. 

(Copy.) 

Morris  Town,  May  25th,  1780. 
Gentlemen^ 

I  have  attentively  oonsidered  the  Circnlar  letter  to  the  different 
States  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  |oommanicate  for  mv  perusal 
and  I  am  happy  to  find  that  my  ideaa  perfectly  correspond  with  those 
of  the  Commttee. 

The  view  they  have  given  of  our  situation  is  just,  full  and  ez- 
plioit ;  the  measures  they  have  reccHumended  are  well  adapted  to 
the  emergency  and  of  ipdispensable  necessity.  I  very  freely  give 
it  aa  mj  opinion,  that  unless  they  are  carried  into  execution  in 
the^  fallciBt  extent  and  with  the  greatest  decision  &  rapidity,  it  will 
\fQ  imposaible  for  us  to  undertale  the  intended  Cooperation  with 
fAY  reasonable  prospect  of  Success. 

The  consequences  you  have  well  delineated.  The  succour  designed 
for  our  benefit  will  prove  a  serious  mbfortune;  and  instead  of 
reaoning  ua  firom  the  embarrasments  we  experienced  and  from  the 
ganger  with  which  we  are  threatned,  will  in  all  probability,  precipi* 
tate  oar  ruin.  Drained,  t  Weakened  as  we  already  are,  the 
exertions  we  shall  make  though  they  may  be  too  imperfect  to 
aaciure  auecess,  will  at  any  rate  he  such  as  to  leave  us  in  a  state  of 
relaxsation  and  debility,  from  which  it  will  be  difficult  if  not  imprac- 
ticable to  recover.  The  Country  exhausted — The  people  dispirited 
^^The  eonsequence  and  reputation  of  these  States  in  Europe  sunk 
"— Oar  friends  chagrined  and  discouraged — Our  Enemies  deriving 
new  credit — ^new  confidence — new  resources. 

We  have  not,  nor  ought  we  to  wish  an  Alternative, — ^The  Court 
of  FraBce  has  done  so  much  for  us,  that  we  must  make  a  decisive 
effort  on  our  part.  Our  situation  demands  it^  His  expected.  We 
ha^e  the  means  of  success  without  some  unforeseen  accident,  and  it  only 
leuaii^s  to  employ  them.  But  the  conjuncture  requires  all  our 
wisdom,  and  all  our  energy.  Such  is  the  present  State  of  this  Country, 
that' the  utmost  exertions  of  its  resources,  though  equaly,  is  not 
more  than  equal  to  the  Object,  and  our  measuiree  must  be  so  taken 
M  to  call  them  into  immediate  &  full  effect. 

There  is  only  one  thing,  I  should  have  been  happy  the  Com* 
mittee  had  thought  proper  to  take  upon  a  large  scale.  I  mean  the 
supply  of  men  by  Draught.  Instead  of  compleating  the  deficiencies 
of  the  quotas  assignedby  the  Resolution  of  Congress,  of  the  9th  of 
Febuary  last,  it  would  in  my  apprehension  be  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance  that  the  respective  States  should  fill  their  Battallions  to  their 
complement  of  five  hundred  and  four  rank,  &  file.  Considering  the 
different  possible  dispositions  of  the  Bnemy  and  the  different  pcwsible 
operations  on  our  part,  we  ought  not  to  have  less  than  Twenty 
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Thousand  Continental  efficient  Troops.  The  whole  nnmber  of 
BattalHons  from  New  Hampshire  to  Pennsylvania  indtnive  if  com- 
pletOy  wonld  not  amoant  to  this  force.  The  total  would  be  Twenty 
three  thousand  one  hundred  &  eighty-four  rank  &  file,  from  which 
the  customary  deductions  b^ing  made,  there  will  not  remain  more 
than  about  Eighteen  Thousand  fit  for  the  service  of  the  field.  To  this 
may  be  added  the  remainder  of  the  Sixteen  Kegiments  amounting  to 
about  One  Thousand. 

Unless  the  principal  part  of  the  force  be  composed  of  those 
regularly  organized,  and  on  the  continuance  of  whose  serrices  we  can 
rely,  nothiog  decisive  caii  be  attempted.  The  Militia  are  too  pre- 
carious a  depeudance  to  justify  such  an  attempt,  where  they  form  a 
material  part  of  the  plan.  Militia  cannot  have  the  necisssary  habits 
nor  the  consistency  either  for  an  assault  or  a  siege.  In  employing 
those  essentially,  we  should  run  a  risk  of  being  abandoned  in  the 
most  critical  moments.  The  expense,  k  the  consumption  of  pro^ 
visions,  &  stores  (which  we  are  bound  by  every  motive  to  economise,) 
will  be  very  considerably  increased.  As  we  should  not  be  able 
to  keep  the  same  bpdy  in  the  field  during  the  whole  campaign,  we 
should  a  great  part  of  the  time  have  a  double  set  of  men  to  pay 
&  feed, — those  in  actual  service,  those  on  the  march  to  relieve  them 
or  returning  home  when  relieved.  The  operations  of  husbandty 
win  suffer  in  proportion. 

The  mode  by  draught  is,  I  am  persuaded  the  only  efficacious  one 
to  obtain  men, — it  appears  to  me  certain  that  it  is  the  only  one  to 
obtain  them  in  time,  nor  can  the  period  you  have  appointed  for 
bringing  them  Into  the  field  be  delayed  without  defeating  the 
object.  I  have  little  doubt,  that^t  any  time  and  much  less  at  the 
proposed  jancture,the  powers  of  government  exerted  with  oonfidenoe 
will  be  equal  to  the  purpose  of  draughting.  The  hopes  of  the 
people  elevated  by  the  prospects  before  them,  will  induce  a  chearful 
compliance  with  this  and  all  the  other  measures  of  vigor  which  have 
been  recommended  and  which  the  exigency  requires. 

Notwithstanding  the  extension  of  the  Draught  which  I  have  ti^eii 
the  liberty  to  advise,  occasionally  aids  of  militia  will  be  stiil  wanted 
but  in  much  less  number  in  this  case  than  in  the  other. 

I  have  entire  confidence  that  the  respective  Legislatures  will  be 
fully  impressed  with  the  importance  and  delicacy  of  the  present 
juncture,  and  will  second  the  views  of  the  Committee  by  the  mosi 
speedy  and  vigorous  efforts. 

With  every  sentiment  of  respect,  &  esteem, 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Gent., 
Yr.  moat  Obede.  &  Hble.   servant 

Q-  WASniNQTON.     • 

The  Honble.  The  Committee  of  Cooperation. 
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Jaxss  WiLKmsov,  0.  G.,  to  Pbbs.  Bbkd,  1780. 

^  Twos,  May  25%  1780, 

l)ear  Sir, 

Suffer  roe  to  employ  «  few  moments  of  your  Ezcelleney'a  Ume 
Tespeeting  the  warrant  drawn  on  yOu  in  my  favor^  as  it  really  has 
lleoome  a  sonrce  of  great  distress  to  the  Persons  I  emploV;  &  of 
extreme  perplexity  to  myself;  I  flatter  myself  you  will  find  it  eon- 
listent  to  wave  the  'objection  to  its  immediate  payment,  which 
originates  in  the  precedence  of  other  Warrants,  when  I  assure  yon 
that  this  was  granted  me  in  discharge  of  arrearages  dne  my  Assistant, 
Deputies  k  Glerfcs,  agreeable  to  an  abstract  presented  by  me  to  the 
Board  of  Treasury  for  that  specific  purpose.  Should  your  £zoellenoy, 
on  ^18  information,  view  the  matter  in  the  light  it  strikes  me,  I  will 
take  the  liberty  to  in  treat  that  your  order  may  Issue  to  H'  Bitten- 
boose,  from  whom  the  money  can  be  occasionally  ree* ;  and  I  have 
4lie  honor  to  be,  with  the  purest  regard, 
Yeor  Szcelleney's 

much  obliged,  obed*  ft  ready  Servant, 
JAMES  WILKINSON  * 
Dtreefedf 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Beed,  Esq%  President  of  Pennsylvania^ 


Board  of  War  to  Prbs.  Bebd^ 

War  Office,  May  25%  1780. 
Sir, 

The  Board  requests  the  attention  of  your  Excellency  and  the 
Hon*  Ooundl  to  the  enclosed  extract  of  Colonel  Weltner's  Letter. 

The  Board  have  it  not  in  their  power  to  give  Colonel  Weltner  any 
asauranoea  of  supplies  of  provisions,  and  must  depend  altogether 
on  the  State  to  support  the  post. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
jour  Exoellency'a 

most  obedV  Hbl.  Serv«, 
By  order  of  the  Board, 
Directed f 

(Public  Swvioe.) 
'  His  Exoellenqr  PMident  Beed. 
War  Office. 

JOSEPH  CARLETON,  See'y  pro  tem. 

•  See  Oel.  Bee.,  Tol.  XII,  p.  868. 
12* 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  L*  Col*  Ludk.  Weltner,  eonmanding  the 
German  Battalion^  dated  at  Northumberland;  the  6th  May,  1780. 

<' Am  exceeding  sorry  to  inform  joQ;%at  if  I  do  not  get  a  speedj 
ipplv  of  provisions,  there  being  but  six  days'  on  hand^  am  afraid 


I  shall  be  obliged  toouit  my  post;  altho'  I  have  wrote  to  LanoasteTy 
Carlisle  &  Coxtown^  t  cannot  be  supplied  except  forwarded  by  your 
honours/' 


BAmoN  Stsubbv  %o  Pkbs.  Bjekb,  1780. 

Camp;  near  Morristown,  25*  May,  1786. 
■Sir, 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  your  Exoelleiiey  the  effeptivis 
State  of  the  Troops  of  Pennsylvania.  As  the  Matter  at  present 
respeoto  the  formation  of  the  Army^.  I  shall  not  reckon  those 
employed  as  Artificers,  Wa^oaers,  &c.|  but  only  the  effective  fight- 
ing men,  of  whom  the  Regiments  and  Companies  are  formed^  £  of 
whom  we  should  form  Divisions  &  Platoons  m  the  Order  of  Battle, 
Agreeable  to  the  Regulations;  all  our  Arrangements  are  tnade  in 
consequence  of  these  Regulations,  agreeable  to  which  each  Re^ment 
should  be  formed  in  Nine  equal  G<»ipanies ;  of  which  the  Ninth  is 
to  be  Light  Infantry,  &  the  other  Eight  to  form  a  Batallion. 

It  is  fixed  in  these  Regulations,  that  each  Batallion  shall  be  oom- 
posed  of  4  Divisions,  each  Division  of  2  Platoons,  &  each  Platoon  of 
not  less  than  ten  files;  so  that  a  Regiment  having  less  than  80  files 
under  Arms,  not  including  Officers,  Serjeants  &  Music,  cannot  form 
a  Batallion,  but  must  be  formed  into  2  Divisions  making  half  a 
-B&talfion— such,  sir,  is  the  system  we  have  adopted  in  our  Army  ; 
if  we  deviate  from  this,  we  are  without  any,  ft  shall  fidl  into  that 
Confusion  we  have  with  so  much  pains  been  drawn  from. 

After  this  Explanation,  which  I  thought  necessary,  I  must  rqueit 
your  Excellency  to  examine  the  State  of  your  Regiments,  ft  to  judge 
yourself  in  what  manner  they  can  be  formed. 

The  extract  annexed  is  ftom  the  latest  Returns,  excluding  those 
Men  who  ure  not  to  be  reckoned  on  in  time  of  Action — add  to  this 
that  each  negiment  will  diminish  from  the  opening  of  the  Campaign, 
by  Sickness,  Desertion,  fto.  . 

I  must  also  observe  to  your  Excellency,  that  during  the  last  winter 
your  Line  has  lost  near  800  Men  by  Desertion,  which,  unhappily, 
sdll  continues  daily  to  diminish  its  Strength. 

..The  Resolve  of  OoogMs  of  I^bniaq^^  for  the  state  to  Augment 
the  number  of  Troops  in  the  Field,  has  unhappily  produced  an  Effect 
destructive  to  the  Army^  atadit  is  very  aJFeetlng  to  myself  ft  to  all 


• 
wlio  wish  to  see  an  End  to  this  War,  ft  the  Independenoe  of  Amerioa 
finnlj  established,  to  peroeive  Aat^  in  Che  moukenl  when  the  most 
TigorouB  exertions  are  neeeasary,  the  States,  instead  of  vyeing  with 
oaoh  pCberirho  should  do  i^  mosti 'observe  a  oontary  oonduot^  and 
ealenlated  only  to  famish  the  least  to  the  j^neral  good. 

I  beg  your  Excellency  to  snbmit  these  ObserYHtions  to  the  As- 
sembly of  Pennsylvania  with  every  assnranoe  of  my  seal  ft  respect. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

With  the  greatest  Bespect 
Yonr  Exeellmoy's  mo*  oheft  serv^. 

STETOEN. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed^  Eaqr.,  President  of  ttkb  Slate  Of 
Pentk^yhrania. 


Btate  of  t^ennsylvanift  Begiments  for  this  Campaigni  1780« 

IBeg'-    nSBadkftfile^  3Begt  216 

t  lU  6  1^9 

10  219  11  220 

7  140.  0  101 

2  289  6  196 

1817 

945  872        —— 


Beekooing  each  company  at  only  84  He*,  which  is  the  kast 
nnmber  that  should  be  redcened  at  the  opening  of  ^e  Ounpaiga, 
there  wants  to  Complete  the  ten  Begt*  1243  Kaak  ft  ileh*«bai  to 
'sppport  the  Begiments  dnnog  the  Ge«ipAign^tbe  OotaDpaoies  sh#nld 
at  least  be  40  Men  each  to  complete  the  mgiments  to  iha  nwmhor 
there  is  wanting  1963  Men,  whkh  number  #o«kl  bring,  ihe  ten 
.Begimenteto8780» 

The  QnoU  of  Pemsylvfnia  ftr  tUs  year  was  4^66 

sttpposiBg  I4ey  had  in  their  Beg«*  8780 

there  wimld  tftyi  be  left  1075 

irhiA  is  abont  the  number  they  h&te  in  the  Re^  lit  fort  PHt,  in 
the  artifiery  and  dispersed  in  dilibrent  Corps; 

It  most  also  be  observed  that  the  state  of  Pennsylvania^  has  this 
%filtant«ie  of  tlM  others^  that  they  have  so  great  a  number  of  Stran- 
gers in  Ai^  Service. 


en         rmJsaniYASiA  jjiohivsb  iisq. 


Bj8S0LVTi<ms.  0^  OosaBBSS,  1780. 

In  Ootigfess,  ftay  26di;  1780. 

WliereaSi  it  is  represented  that  large  arrears  are  due  to  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  sundrj  of  these  States  for  provisions^  forage  k  other  articles 
famished  bj  them  to  the  departments  of  the  Commissary  General  of 
purchases  and  quarter  master  Oenl.,  for  the  public  service,  and  f(^ 
which  thej  havo  received  notes  or  certificates,  signed  by  persons 
appointed  io  pnrohase  the  said  articles,  the  payment  whereof  hath 
been  delayedi  to  the  prejudice  of  many  of  the  holders,  and  for  which 

•  money  cannot,  in  the  present  cireumntances,  be  issued  from  the 
Treasury;   therefore, 

Besolved,  (That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the 
respective  States  wherein  such  notes  or  certificates  have  been  here- 
tofore given  and  remain  unpaid^  to  empower  the  collectors  of  conti- 
nental taxes  due  to  the  first  of  March  last,  to  receive  in  payment 
thereof  such  notes  or  certificates  from  the  persons  in  whose  names 
they  have  been  given,  on  the  following  conditions. 

That  the  persons  paying  in  the  siud  notes  or  certificates  indorse  the 
same  to  the  collectors  who  may  receive  them,  and  also  take  an  oath 
or  affirmation  before  a  magistrate  that  they  have  been  obtained  for 
the  value  of  the  articles  therein  expressed,  delivered  for  the  use  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  which  no  payment  hath  been  made ;  which 
oath  or  alBrmation  shall  be  endorsed  on  each  note  or  certificate.. 

That  in  cases  where  the  notes  or  certificates  held  by  any  person 
shall  exceed  the  amount  of  the  taxes  due  from  such  person  at  the 
time  they  are  paid  in,  the  surplus  be  credited  by  the  State  to  such 
person  and-  allowed  in  future  taxes  under  such  checks  &  securities 

'as  die  fsspeotive  fegialaturQe  may  think  best  suited  to  their  different 
modes  <ifeollectton,  and  tlMt«ucb  surplus  bear  an  interest  of  six  per 

<eeftt  till  thus  dlsooented. 

Beselved,  that  the  said  notes  or  eertifieat^  so  endorsed  and 
leoeived  by  the  eoUeotors  as  aferesaid,  being  by  the  Treasurer  of 

isuch 6tate,delivered  to  the  prisoifab.of  the  respective  depmrtments 
from  whom  payment  is  due,  or  their  agents  in  the  oityd  Philsdel- 

,|ihia;  and  the  receipts  of  the  said  pdnapals  er  agents  making,  the 
principals  accountable  for  the  amount  of  the  notes  er  eerttiBaitA 

.paid  in  as  aforesud,  being  lodged  with  the  board  of  Treasury  of  the 

.  United  States,  the  respective  States  shall  tKereupoa  have  esedil  fer 

.the  sasoe  OB  their  quotas  of  taxes  due  to  the  fipt  of  March  Isstr;  aB4 
if  the  amount  shall  in  any  ^aae  exiceed  the  said  quota9,  the  balaaey 

.shall  be  paid  to  the  respective  States  to  whom  they  may  h^  due. 

Proviiied,  That  nothing  contained  in  the  loregeiqg  r^solotiopi 
shall  be  construed  to  exonerate  any  State  from  the  payment  of  orders 
already  drawn,  or  to  affect  the  requisition  of  Congress  of  the  19Ui 
day  of  the  present  month. 
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May  27*,  1780. 

GottgTMS  4ook  iafto  eoniiderfttioii  tha  TejMrt  of  Um  MmBittee 
appotnled  to  eonte  viib  ike  koa'bloy  the  Miniflter  of  FrtMo  and 
toefeopoa. 

Resolved;  That  the  board  of  Admiralty  be  directed  to  iBt  for  sea, 
witb  tbe  Qtmoet  expedition,  the  several  ships  of  war  and  frigates 
now  in  port. 

That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  respeotiye  States  within 
whose  ports  any  of  the  said  ships  or  frigates  may  be  to  atford  evenr 
assistaiioe  to  the  board  of  Admiralty  on  their  application  for  artin- 
oersy  labourers  &  materials  for  preparing  the  same  for  sea  and  for 
oompleating  their  complement  of  men. 

BesolTod,  That  Congress  will  defray  every  necessary  ezpenoe 
whicb  any  State  shall  ineor  in  consequence  of  the  above  resolation. 

And  for  the  piomoiing  of  harmony  and  forwarding  the  common 
^iew8  of  France  and  America,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  Legislatnres  of  these  United  States  to  pass  laws  for  the  punish- 
ment of  such  persons  as  shall  encourage  desertions  from  the  fleets  or 
armiea  of  any  foreign  power  who  shall  prosecute  the  war  in  America, 
in  conjunction  with  these  United  States,  and  for  recoveriog  such 
deserters  as  shall  endeavour  to  conceal  themselves  among  the  inhabi- 
tants. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 
Indanedj 

Read  in  Council,  May  W,  1780,  and  ordered  that  the  same  be 
laid  before  the  Hon'ble  Hoose  of  OenL  Assembly.  T.  Matlaek, 
fiec'y.    Read  in  Assembly,  May  80th,  1780. 


Xt.  Jacob  Morgan  to  Pbbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Reading,  27  May,  1780. 
Sir, 

^^  I  reo^ved  your  Excellency's  Instructions  of  April  last  for  anang- 
ing  the  Militia  of  Berks  County;  and  also  yours  of  the  tenUi 
Instant,*  for  the  delivering  Arms  and^Ammnnition  to  ColL  Linde- 
mnth. 

We  used  the  utmost  of  our  endeavours  to  get  the.  Militia  properly 
arranged ;  bat  very  few  Elected  their  Officers  at  the  time  appointed 
by  Adver&emeat.    We  indulged  them  with  aseoond  Election,  but 

*  Btepags2S8. 
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to  litde  purpose,  which  has  delayed  the  sending  in  the  inclosed 
Return  until  now. 

Wesre  7«t  k  dtmbt  whether  tJl  the  offieers  appbiiited  bythe 
liautoBinte  in  said  Betum  will  ser?e,  as  they  have  not  all  b^eu  com- 

suited  with,  therefore, 

If  Blank  Commissions  could  be  obtained  it  would  be  attended 
with  much  less  trouble  and  ezpenoe  than  sending  down  another 
Return  of  them  that  should  be  re-elected  or  appointed  in  the  place 
ot  those  that  should  refuse  to  serre,  or  resi^  hereafter. 

If  Council  would  be  pleased  to  Commission  David  Morgan  or 
Some  other  proper  person  for  a  Sub-Lieutenant  in  the  ihlii  iBattalioi^ 
which  would  he  one  for  each  BattalioOy  the  Business  would  be  oac- 
ried  on  with  more  regularity. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  Excellency's 

most  Ham.  and  most  obedt  serr'ti 

JACOB  SfOROAN, 

LI.B.G. 
pirectedj 

To  His  fikoellency.  Joseph  Reed,  fe^.,  P)pesident  of  the  Sapreme 
'Executiye  Council,  Philadelphia. 


Frakceb  Wa3>b  to  President  Reed,  1780, 

WilmitKgton,  &8th  May,  1780. 
Bif, 

I  am  induced  from  the  present  alarming  situation  of  our  Bay  & 
River  trade,  to  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  with  the  following 
information,  received  last  eventng^,  which  may  be  depended  on,  from 
a  certain  David  Slaughter,  who  arrived  at  this  place  from  Duck  C^, 
&  declares  that  he,  with  six  others,  were  tiAen  last  Thursday  mom- 
ing,  by  fourteen  men  in  a  large  whale  boat.  Commanded  by  one 
TayloTi  supposed  to  be  Taylor  formerly  of  Marcus  Hook,  in  the 
followih^  maniker,  « 

The  evening  befpre  the  boat  took  a  Schooner  loaded  with  Indian 
Com,  from  Lewis  Town,  and  left  her  at  Anchor,  as  the  Wind  nor 
Tide  did  not  answer,  with  one  man  on  board,  whb  hiad  belotoge^  to 
her,  when  he  took  the  Opportunity  of  Cntting  the  Cable  and  mnnitfg 
her  on  Shore,  and  in  the  morning  Slau^ter,  with  others,  astfstfifd 
In  getting  into  the  Greek,  &  went  to  dbg  fbr  the  Anchor,  which 
they  had  not  been  long  about,  when  the  Whale  boat  appeared,  sur- 
rounded ft  took  them  all,  ft  soon  after  a  Small  Shallop  loaded  wi^ 
Oats  &  Com,  and  a  new  Schooner  from  Senepuzin  Inlet^  loaded  with 
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Staves,  pork,  fur,  tallow,  &c.,  thej  were  ashore  for  a  Gonsiderable 
time,  made  fire  &  Cook'd  breakfast  in  the  Presence  of  near  twenty 
men,  at  the  other  side  of  the  Creek,  that  were  fishing,  and  went  off, 
without  Intermption,  with  their  Prises,  thej  said  what  they  had 
BOW  taken  woald  do  for  the  proiMit ;  this  man  says  there  was  a  lusty 
fresh  Cbloiir'd  man  (m  board  the  Schooner  from  Lewis  Town,  of  the 
name  of  Fisher,  I  fear  from  his  description  its  one  of  onr  best  friends. 
Major  Henry  Fisher,  of  that  place ;  they  iSeemed  to  langh  at  oar 
Armed  Schooner  &  boats,  &  did  not  let  on  to  be  nnder  the  least 
Aprehension  of  danger  from  them ;  if  some  Spirited  Measnres  are 
not  speedily  fiillen  on  to  pat  a  stop  to  such  depredations,  our  bay  ft 
TiYeT  trade  will  be  soon  totally  stoped  &  no  small  Crafl  left  to  carry 
it  on,  which  must  be  Injurious  not  only  to  the  Oitizens,  bat  the 
States,  ta  a  Considerable  deal  of  the  Public  Stores  is  to  cotne  ttott 
the  lower  part  of  this  State ;  the  only  plan,  in  my  Opinion,  to  catch 
the^e  kind  of  gentry  is  by  decoying  them,  which  i  have  scarce  4i 
dbult  of  Succeeding,  if  secretly  managed,  for  no  Boats  that  we  have 
can  coine  up  with  them ;  their  Boat  b  very  lengthy  and  light  k 
rows  with  ten  Oars  ]  they  gave  this  man  his  liberty,  and  took  otheiH 
with  them  to  condemn  the  Vessals ;  they  took  a  Small  Schoenet 
with  Clambs,  and  after  consulting  what  to  do  with  her,  agr^  to 
let  her  go,  as  there  was  a  man  on  board  sick  and  not  fit  to  be  moved, 
which  Slaughter  brought  up  to  this  place.  Being  Informed  by  it 
^ent'n  from  the  City  Ye&terday  that  he,  with  others,  had  been 
Called  on  by  some  of  the  members  of  bur  house  of  Assembly,  who 
Wanted  Information  respecting  tlxe  late  laws  passed  in  this  State, 
respectitig  the  taking  off  all  restraint  on  exports,  &c.  I  httv^  Inclosed 
one  of  the  Printed  laws  for  yours  &  their  better  Information,  which 
I  hope  wlH  get  to  hand  in  timie  to  answer  the  Purposes  Sit&nded. 
I  am,  with  Bespeotful  Regards, 

Yoar  Szeellsnoy's  Most  obt., 

and  Most  HamUe  Servt.| 

FBAN'S.  WADE.  : 
Dirededf 

^    Hit'  S2»eMe»7,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  Ooveraor  of  the  State  of 
vPetasyltania,  Pfasiadelphis. 
Fsv'd  by  Mr.  McCulloh. 
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Bbsolutions  of  General  Assembly^  1780. 

State  of  Pennaylvaiiia. 
In  Geneml  Assembly,  29tfa  May,  1780. 

Whereas  tbe  present  just  and  necessary  War  iras  entered  into  for 
the  attainment  of  the  inestimable  blessings  of  Liberty  and  secure 
Enjoyment  of  property ;  the  benefits  whereof  will  extend  not  only 
to  the  present,  bnt  future  Generations ;  and  it  is  therefore  highly 
reasonable  that  Posterity  should  bear  a  proportion  of  the  ezpenseS| 
which  have  already  accumulated  upon  us  with  considerable  incon- 
venience. And  as  the  fluctuation  of  the  medium  of  Commerce  has 
proved  one  of  the  greatest  sources  of  the  present  evils,  which  it  is  our 
duty  and  desire  to  remedy  as  soon  as  possible. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  or  Vice  President  in  Conncil,  to- 
gether with  the  Speaker  of  this  House,  be  authorized  to  procnre 
upon  Loan,  from  such  persons  as  may  be  disposed  to  leiid  the  same, 
and  upon  the  most  advantageous  Terms,  a  ^m  not  exceeding  Two 
.Hundred  thousand  pounds.  Sterling  in  Specie,  subject  to  the  fouowing 
conditions  and  limitations,  viz.  That  the  annual  Interest  thereof  do 
^ot  exceed  Fire  pounds  per  Centum;  and  that  the  same  maybe 
repaid  at  any  tiine  after  the  expiration  of  Ten  years;  if  the  eircuvi- 
stanoes  and  situations  of  the  State  shall  require  it. 

Besolved,  That  the  Faith  and  Honor  of  this  State  be  most  solemnly 
pledged  to  satisfy  any  agreement  to  be  made  by  the  anthoriljy 
aforeeaid,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid;  and  also  for  the  honorable  and 
fiuthful  repayment  of  the  sums  so  lent,  with  the  Interest  as  aforesaid, 
according  to  the  tenor  of  the  Contract  or  agreement  so  to  be  made 
in  behalf  of  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  this  House,  at  their  next  Session,  will  provide  by 
Law  specific  Funds  for  tbe  immediate  payment  of  the  Interest  of  the 
money  so  borrowed  or  so  be  borrowed  or  contracted  for ;  and  also  for 
the  repayment  of  the  principal  thereof,  aa  ihe  Same  shall  hereafter 
become  due. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will  alao  provide  for,  and  honorably 
discharge,  the  expences^  which  may  accrue  in  carrying  the  akote 
Resolutions  into  effect 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 
SAM.  STERETT,  Asostant  Clerk 
of  the  General  Assembly. 

JXrecUdf 

'His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed;  EsquirC;  Plresident  &c  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 
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OIBO0LAE  Of  Congress,  1780 

Phtladelphm  Hay  29, 1780. 
Sir, 

Yoar  Excellency  will  receive  herewith  enclosed  two  Acts  of 
Congress  of  the  26th,  <fc  27th,  Instant'*',  The  former  recommending 
to  those  of  the  States  where  Dehts  are  due  to  their  Inhabitants  from 
the  Qoartermaster  and  Commissarys  Department  by  Notes  or  Cep* 
tificates  given  as  mentioned  in  the  Act;  to  make  Provision  for 
disoounting  and  discharging  snch  Debts  by  impowering  the  Col- 
leotons  to  reoeiye  them  in  Payment  of  the  Taxes  dne  to  the  first  of 
March  last  in  the  Manner  prescribed  in  the  Act.  It  is  hoped  this 
mode  may  prove  beneficial  in  those  States  where  Considerable  Debts 
are  due  under  the  Circumstances  before  mentioned,  and  in  those 
States  only  can  the  act  be  properly  applied. 

By  the  other  act  of  the  27th,  you  will  be  informed  of  the 
Measinres  adopted  by  Congress  to  equip  for  Sea  the  naval  Force  of 
the  United  States  with  the  utmost  Expedition,  as  also  their  reoom- 
mendatioo  to  the  Several  States  ibr  promoting  Harmony  and  for- 
warding the  common  Views  of  France  and  America  as  expressed  in 
the  resolfition  enclosed  which  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  will  meet  with 
due  Consideration  and  Attention  from  the  Several  States  and  receive 
the  neoessary  Aid  of  the  Legislatures  to  carry  the  same  into  Exeoo- 
tMm  as  speedily  as  the  nature  of  the  Case  will  admit. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
'  with  the  greatest  respect 

your  Excelly'fl  hbble  servant, 
SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 
His  Sxeelly,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Pbks.  Kebd  to  Gommbs.  op  Purchases,  1780. 

In  Council,  P».  May  30th,  1780. 

Sir, 

Since  you  went  from  hence  an  unexpected  Event  has  made  it 
necessary  to  revoke  the  last  Instructions  given  you  with  respect  to 
the  Ibices  of  the  Articles  i,  also  with  Kespect  to  the  Kates  at  which 
the  Money  is  to  be  issued.  We  have  now  full  Confidence  that  this 
Money  wUl  pass  as  Qold  &  Silver  and  therefore  direct  yon  not  to 
exceed  upon  any  account  the  Qold  &  Silver  Price  &  keeping  nearly 
as  yoo^well  can  to  the  Prices  fixed  by  us  in  our  first  Instructions. 
*  Sat  page  272,  278/ 
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Ton  will  soon  fiod  Persona  parobasing  Articles  in  the  Quarter  Mas- 
ters Department  with  this  Money^^-we  wish  you  to  wait  the  Effect 
of  these  Purchases  &  ohsery'e  the  Temper  of  the  People  with  Respect 
to  this  Money  when  we  flatter  ourselves  you  will  soon  find  all  your 
apprehended  Difficulties  cease.  I  am  also  to  inform  you  that  th« 
Proceedings  of  the  House  of  Assembly  fixing  the  Money  at  40  for 
one  have  not  been  carried  into  a  Law  but  are  rescindedT  And  as 
we  have  now  no  Occasion  to  press  the  Money,  we  would  have  yon 
tender  it  without  expressing  any  Anxiety  or  feamestness  thereupon. 

I  am  Sir/ 
Your  Obed. 

Hbble  Ser?t, 


MAjob  Robert  Clucigaqe  to  Col.  Johk  Pipbr,  1780. 

Huntingdon,  May  the  30^^^  1780. 

I  make  free  to  Write  you  Concerning  the  difficulty  of  the  Tisae^ 
in  those  parts  at  Present  which  ought  to  be  the  Gonceam  of  Bvery 
good  man.  A  party  of  men  from  Cumberland  and  from  those  parts 
was  Marched  out  to  Wayley  the  Gaps  of  the  aligenia  Mountain 
Before  we  arived  from  your  house  when  they  went  to  the  new  gap 
above  Frankstowi)  the  Found  that  a  small  party  of  the  Enemy  had 
Betumed  that  Rout  sume  days  Before  the  got  there  and  had  Taken 
with  them  a  number  of  horses,  yet  still  we  supposed  a  part  of  the 
Enemy  to  be  left  behind  which  we  have  found  to  be  true  by  the 
Discovery  of  William  Phelaps.  Last  Friday  where  he  had  a  Noble 
Chance  of  twoo  Indians  Near  the  Threespring's  at  Aughweek  had  it 
not  been  for  one  of  his  Children  that  was  with  him  which  he  was 
Doubtful!  w'  have  Falen  into  there  hands  if  he  had  a  fired  on  them| 
he  Emadiatly  Alarmed  the  Neighbours  the  Baised  a  party  and  pur- 
sued them  for  sume  Miles  Came  to  their  Fire  where  the  had  Boasted 
a  turkey  and  was  just  gon  the  indeans  seamed  to  hed  towards  Preg^ 
mor's  mil  when  the  party  Lost  thire  Tracks  a  Discovery  has  be  ma^ 
lately  at  Capt"  Simontons,  from  those  Discoverys  we  may  draw  this 
Conclution  those  are  spys  a  makeing  a  proper  Discovery  of  the  Oon- 
tery  and  when  Reinforced  I  am  doubtfuU  will  Make  a  Heavy  streak 
if  not  timely  prevented  Comberland  County  have  showed  a  deal  of 
spirit  on  This  Last  Ocation  to  do  Every  thing  in  their  power  they 
ac  willing  to  keep  out  a  scout  Constant  and  Run  there  Chance  for 
pay  if  the  could  be  found  in  provitions  Squ**  Brown  proposes  to  find 
Flower  Salt  and  Whiskey  there  is  Nothing  but  Meet  a  Wanting,  the 
People  of  this  place  ar  mush  I^issatie^^  about  the  Stoars  JSeing 
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Moved  the  pnrtest  against  Leting  them  go,  what  the  Gonseqaenee 
will  be  I  Canot  tell  as  the  party  is  net  as  yet  arived.  M'  Oil  BreaUi 
and  bis  party  have  Extraordinary  hard  Duty  on  aconnt  of  Gnardins 
thir  ProvitioDB  anoh  a  Distance  and  haveing  only  4  pack  horsea  I 
thiiik  that  by  applying  to  M'  Smith,  the  might  be  some  horses  pro- 
ooredf  same  Baggs  is  Likewise  much  a  wanUo^^  if  the  eaanot  be 
proeured  in  that  Line  I  think  you  w'  be  Safe  m  ^ving  orders  to 
hire  same  for  one  trip  or  twoo.  I  am  informed  that  there  are  some 
Beef  Catle  at  Bedford  I  think  twoo  or  three  Drove  Down  by  this 
Guard  that  is  going  up  w'  Save  a  mit  deal  of  Trouble,  I  hope  that 
poet  in  Sinking  Yaxley  may  be  Defended  as  it  is  of  Essential  service 
in  case  men  should  wayley  the  Gape  of  the  aligenia  asu  it  is  handy 
for  the  men  to  Beeeive  aume  assistance  from  I  hope  you  will  not  Fail 
in  doeing  Every  thing  in  your  power  as  the  times  is  Despert  I  think 
it  will  he  Justifiable  Before  god  and  man  to  Take  disport  measures, 
I  tbink  it  w'  not  be  a  mis  to  send  down  sume  money  to  sume  Care- 
foli  person  to  be  laid  out  for  meet  or  flower  in  Case  of  Needeasiety 
pray  spare  no  paina  in  hav^ff  an  Bzpress  sent  to  Philadelphia  with 
a  fiiU  ac^  of  the  State  of  this  Ooanty.  I  have  Directed  sixteen  men 
of  a  guard  for  Huntingdoa  which  is  to  do  proper  Duty  as  inlisted 
troops  and  in  Case  of  Misbehaveing  to  be  punished  as  the  B&mfi  I 
hope  the  will  have  your  approbation;  any  orders  yon  send,  send  it 
in  Writeing  and  keep  a  Copy  of  the  same.  Every  thing  .diat  is  it 
my  power  to  assist  yon  ia  at  this  Gritioal  time  is  at  jonax  8ervioe« 
I  Remain  your  Friend  and  well  wbheri 

ROBT.  CLU6AQB. 

N.  6.  I  Drew  out  Capt""  Johnsons  apd  Clxigages  pay  Rolls  for 
there  time  of  Service  and  was  obliged  to  mentions  Sumes  to  Satisfy 
them  as  the  intend  to  have  them  Judged  at  the  Next  Coart.  I 
Todc  Beep*  cm  the  Ba^^k  iA  there  pay  Rolls  for  the  Money  Payed. 

B.  C* 
Directed, 
On  PUblie  BusinM,  To  Odo^  John  Piper,  Ltn.  B.  0. 
V  Express. 

*  Bec*d  In  letter  of  CoL  Ffper  of  June  8. 
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Prb8.  Bbeb  to  Asbbmblt,  1789. 

Sir, 

The  yerj  interesting  &  important  Intelligence  contained  in  tbe 
inclosed  Papers  added  to  the  critical  situation  of  the  Honl.  Hoase 
which  would  otherwise  have  finished  its  Session  immcdiatelyi  induce 
me  to  lay  them  before  you  without  Belay,  not  having  communicated 
them  yet  to  the  Council.     Tou  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  direct  your 
Clerk  to  return  them  to  me  as  soon  as  the  House  shall  be  sufficiently 
possessed  of  the  Contents  I  submit  to  the  wisdom  of  the  House  bow 
far  it  will  be  proper  they  should  be  read  with  open  Poors,  k  would 
beg  Leave  to  express  my  Wish  that  they  might  on  the  first  reading 
be  communicated  to  the  Members  only,  after  which  the  House  wifl 
exercise  its  own  Judgement  on  the  Occasion. 
I  am  Sir, 
with  great  Respect  &  Begard, 
Your  most  Obed.  &  very  Hbble.  Benrt 
JOS.  BEBD^  President. 
Market  Street^  May  81^  1780. 
Directed^ 
The  Hon  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assy. 


Albx,  McCleak  to  Thomas  Scott,  1780. 

Bedstone,  May  Slat;  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

Mr.  Adams  was  with  me  the  other  day  who  seems  greatly  oon- 
eemed  about  the  progress  of  the  new  state,  he  informs  me  that  ft 
number  of  the  persona  over  the  Baver  who  bad  signed  tbie  Pettlidns 
in  your  hands  have  been  prevailed  upon  to  vote  for  a  new  State  and 
be  informs  me  that  there  is  to  be  a  meeting  at  Colic.  Cooks  tbe  26th 
if  I  mistake  not  of  June  in  order  to  take  the  Sense  of  the  people 
largely.  Woe  unto  the  Virginia  lawers  for  they  have  (I  believe) 
taken  away  the  key  of  Knowledge  and  are  never  like  to  return 
again  themselves.  They  have  so  blinded  the  Western  world  that 
they  will  not  see,  they  are  become  so  obstinate  that  nothing 
lees  than  a  new  State  can  come  under  consideration.  I  hope  they 
will  at  last  consider  it  properly.  Mr.  Adams  was  to  have  wrote 
largely  but  this  opportunity  could  not  be  made  to  suit  us  both. 

Mr.  Power  was  here  two  days  ago  at  which  ^time  your  Family 
were  in  usual  health  as  far  as  he  knew,  we  have  had  a  very  dry 
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aettflon  ao  ikr,  the  worms  have  been  destrootiTe  to  flax  &e,  but  I  tkink 
this  moHiiog  will  And  them  stto  onplojr  Via.  awiminiDg. 

God  Bless  yoa^  farewell, 

ALEXANDER  MoCLEAN. 

Direeiedf 

To  Thomas  Soott  Esqr.  Member  of  the  CouqI.  at  Philada. 
To  be  fbrwaidjBd  by  Axchd.  McCIean  Esq.;  to  Mr.  Jno.  Smith  of 
York  Town. 


Ooiunnn  ov  OoiraBxsB  to  P&eb.  Bxxd,'  1780. 

Wednesday,  May  81^  1  o'eloek  P.  M. 
Sir, 

We  beg  leave  to  inform  yonr  Exoelloncy  that  Congress  have 
appointed  a  Committee  to  eonfer  with  a  Committee  of  the  Supreme 
ezeontive  Coancil  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  on  a  letter 
joat  reoeived  from  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  of  these 
United  States  respeetiog  Recruits  k  Supplies.  The  Committee  of 
Congress  are  ready  to  confer  at  such  time  ft  place  as  the  Committee 
of  the  CoQnoil  and  Assembly  shall  appoint. 
We  are  with  the  greatest  Respeot 
Tour  Exoellenoyi 

most  obed.  humbl  ServantSi 

OLIV.  ELLSWORTH, 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG, 
JAS.  DUANE.* 

IHreeiedj 

His  Bzoellenpy  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Exeontive  Coonoil 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  CoL  Rsc.,  Vol.  zn.,  p.  870. 
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Wjc.  McMuuBir^  Acbkt,  to  OouvctL^  TJ&k 

To  hia  Eioelleney  Joseph  Beed,  Era',  and  the  Snpream  Exeoutire 
Council  of  the  Common  Wealth  of  Pennsjlvania. 

On  searching  Becords  it  is  found  that  Thomas  Oordon,  hy  th# 
Will  of  Us  Father,  is  entitled  to  i  part  of  140  Acres  of  Land  in 
Oxford  Townshipi  adjoining  Land  of  Ljndford  Lardner,  Bee*,  on 
the  Sonth  West,  John  Wood  on  the  North  West,  William  MoMoiw 
trie  &  Bryan  Wilkinson  on  the  North  East^  &  the  Biver  Delaware  on 
the  East. 

The  above  Thomas  Gordon  joined  the  Enemy  in  Philadelphia^  & 
entered  on  Board  the  Boe-Back,  in  which  ship  he  sailed  from  henoOi 
ft  hath  not  returned. 

There  is  an  infonoDation  lodged  of  a  Tfaet  of  Laad  in  Blookley 
Township,  svid  to  be  the  Property  of  Marsh,  containing  about 

100  Aera,  bounded  South  by  Lani  of  Jenkins  &  Sandham,  Bast 
by  Mitchell's  Land,  North  West  by  Isaac  Warner,  and  South  West 
by  J.  Supplee^  Isaac  Kite  &  J.  Blankney. 

It  also  appears  that  a  number  of  People  are  cutting  &  destroying 
tibe  Timber  from  off  this  place. 

I  request  to  know  how  to  proceed  in  these  Cases, 
&  am  Your  Excellency's 

ft  Honor'a  Humble  Servant, 

WILLM.  MoMULlilN,  Ag*. 

Philad-,  June  Ist,  1780. 

Directedf 

To  His  BxceUenoy  Joseph  Beed,  Esq',  ft  The  Supream  ExeontiTe 
Council. 


Col.  a.  Loohbet  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Twelve  Mile  Bun,  (West  of  Ligoniei',)  June  1st,  1780. 
May  it  please  your  Exeellsnoj, 

In  duty  to  my  Country  I  find  it  absolutely  necessarr  to  hire  a 
Gentleman  in  this  County  at  a  very  high  Expence  to  lay  the  dis- 
tressed situation  of  this  County  biefore  your  Excellency  and  the 
Hon'ble  Council.— ^Since  Mr.  Sloan,  our  representative,  left  this 
County,  we  have  had  three  parties  of  the  Savages  amongst  ns— >they 
have  killed  and  taken  five  persons  two  miles  from  Lagonier,  and 
burned  a  Mill  belonging  to  one  Laughlin. — They  killed  two  men 
and  wounded  one  near  Brushey  Bun. — They  likewise  killed  two 
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tt  Bmdloclf  B  IUmmI  wai  Bniah  Ore«h.~ThB]r  strftmg  us 
aguA  ia  8Q  SMOjp^diflSareiii  ptrts  of  the  Omuity  aa  agan  drove  the 
gnetaei  paii  of  the  Coanty  mtk  the  north  of  Yohogeny  River  into 
Grerriaon. 

Col*"  Brodhead  oalled  on  ne  to  Fort  Pitt  to  oonllir  on  measoiea 
for  the  proteotion  of  the  Frontien.  I  aas  sorry  to  iaforaa  your 
fiaseelleney  that  he  ia  able  to  give  very  little  aaaiataDee  to  onr  aettle- 
menta  firon  the  Go&tiDeBtal  troopa,  altho'  I  am  eertaia  he  will  da 
every  thiag  in  hie  power.  -  He  reqaeated  me  to  eall  oat  sixty  Bank 
and  file  of  the  militia  of  this  County  to  oover  o«r  Froatiera  and 
atatkm  them  at  poets  we  tiiea  agreed  on.  I  aonaalted  the  priudpal 
offieers  of  this  Goaaty  oa  this  snfaject — it  was  generally  tboaght 
that  men  for  that  parpose  ooald  not  be  got  by  I^nghting  Militia, 
as  ranging  Companies  reqaireyouagaotive  Hen.  We  fell  on  this 
method  of  raising  that  Complement  of  men  ^for  six  months.  The 
County  in  general  hate  subscribed  very  liberal  to  make  their  pay 
eonsiderabloj  and  I  am  happy  m  informing  your  BxceUenoy  that  I 
have  got  forty  of  the  men  out  to  their  stations,  ^greed  to  with  Col* 
Brodhead,)  and  expeet  in  a  short  time  to  have  tne  remainder. 

I  am  likewise  under  the  neciessity  of  applying  fDr  five  or  six  hun* 
dred  Weight  of  Powderj  or  what  your  Exoellenoy  may  judge  neees- 
sary,  and  the  Isame  quantity  of  Lead,  as  I  have  near  four  hundred 
Weight  of  the  last  article  in  store,  and  a  quantity  of  Flints  will 
likewise  be  wanted. 

Tour  Excellency  may  perhaps  think  there  is  too  large  a  quantity 
of  Ammunition  expended  in  this  County,  but  as  there  is  scarce  any 
such  thing  to  be  purchased  here,  and  every  man  on  the  Frontiers 
obliged  to  carry  their  Arms  even  at  the  plough,  and  being  still 
obl^ed  to  keep  tfaeir  Arms  in  the  best  order ;  it  consumes  a  lar^e 
quantity  of  ammunition.  Besides  I  have  furnished  the  militia 
called  into  actual  Service  with  our  State's  ammunition,  which  the 
Condaeat  is  charged  with.  I  received  200  lbs.  Powder,  and  a  pro- 
portion of  Lead  from  Col*  Hays  of  the  ammunitioa  he  brought  for 
the  Use  of  thiii  County,  which  I  had  to  pass  my  receipt  for.  Since 
the  hostilities  commenced  this  Spring  I  sent  for  more,  and  I  am 
sorry  to  inform  yoar  Exoellenoy  that  I  received  but  six  ponnds,  and 
was  inforaied  by  bim  that  a  large  quantity  of  it  was  damaged  in  the 
parciage  over  the  mountains,  so  Uiat  at  this  time  I  think  we  have  not 
20  lbs.  of  good  powder  in  the  <3oaaty  of  public  pn^ierty. 

I  reeaved  a  ptLtk^t  witk  prdclamations  offsring  a  large  preminm 
Ibr  ladba  Prisoeaers,  Scalps,  or  Tories  in  arms  with  them ;  I  hope 
the  reward  offered  will  anawer  a  good  End,  as  a  number  of  people 
seem  determiaed  to  exert  themselves  that  way,  for  winch  asasoa  the 
smmnnitioa  now  applied  for  will  be  the  more  wanted. 

I  am  determined  to  spend,  two  months  this  fall  in  the  Baemies' 
Country  with  your  Exoellency's  approbation,  for  which  t  will  be 
very  thankful.  What  volonteeis  I  raise  for  that  purpose  will  be  of 
no  expenoe  to  the  state  forther  than  what  ammunition  is  expended. 
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I  ha?e  been  under  the  neoeesit^  of  Temomg  ihe  Public  Recordi 
of  the  Gouatj  ^om  HMiiiwtowD  to  my  own  plantation  on  the  twelve 
mile  Bun — ^not  without  consulting  the  Judge  of  the  Gourt|  who  waa 
of  opinion  it  would  be  no  prejudice  to  the  Inhabitants.  My  princi- 
pal reason  for  moving  them  was,  I  did  not  think  them  safe  as  the 
plaoe  is  bat  weak,  and  is  now  a  real  Frontier.  - 
-  I  am  informed  that  some  designing  and  adf-ihterested  persons 
about  Hannastown  have  formed  a  petition  against  me  to  your  Bxcel- 
lenoy  and  the  Honorable  Council,  and  have  carried  it  about  in  a 
clandestine  and  private  manner.  If  any  such  petition  should*  come 
before  Council  I  most  humbly  request  that  a  Copy  may  be  trans- 
mitted to  me,  as  I  apprehend  there  is  names  signed  to  it  that  never 
saw  it,  or  at  least  did  not  know  what  they  signed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  - 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant, 

A.  LOCHREY,  C.  L.* 
Directedy 
To  His  Excellency  The  President  in  Council. 


Col.  John  PjaocroR  to  Prbs.  Rbsp^  1780. 

Westmoreland,  June  Ist,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  received  your  Excellency's  favor  Dated  April  ye  29th^f  it  givues 
me  greate  concearin  to  hear  that  the  money  neeery  to  rats  the  com- 
mmies  could  tiot  be  collected  &  That  the  countycQ  of  IkBoastor 
York  A  Oumboriand  are  so  Definquent;  the  being  the  three  Cottntys 
in  the  greatest  safety  of  aney  in  this  State,  I  am  well  ashured  of 
your  anciety  to  relivue  the  fironteaxa;  I  havue  the  Biest  oppinion 
of  your  Ezoelencys'  Proclamation  if  small  Partyea  would  turin  cut, 
I  am  in  hopes  there  will  sum  be  in  redynes  in  fue  Dayes  for  that 
Pnrpoee,  the  Enemy  has  made  several  stroke  latly  .on  out  frontiers 
and  has  kild  sevond  Porsons  k  Captavoted  seveiid  m<in  wiMil  'A 
dkildren,  we  are  in  a  deplorable  situation,  we  havue  not  sixirondtf 
of.  Powder  a  man  in  this  part  of  the  country^,  the  People  in  the 
fronteenr  are  detennined  to  stand  as  bog*  as  Pcaeabto,  flili  Sspeotkig' 
that  every  thing  Possible  will  be  Don  for  tbera. 

*  See  answer  June  12. 
t  See  page  16L 
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i  h&Tue  the  Pleaahor  to  inform  yon  that  we  haviie  had  parfict 
Quietnes  from  Yirgiaia^  the  haye  laid  Beveral  new  Plans  for  new 
I>esput8  hat  the  People  being  so  oftin  Desaved  by  them  will  not  fall 
in  with  them,  and  the  seem  know  at  their  wits  end  I  have  maid  seyeral 
new  frends  to  Pennsylvania,  by  teling  the  People  in  the  Despnted 
Part  that  the  Comisionors  only  want'd  to  fill  there  own  Pockets 
vith  money  whitch  is  taokin  from  the  Poor  unjustly,  and  that  Penn- 
sylvania will  not  pay  aney  regard  to  aney  thing  Don  by  them. 
I  am,  Sir, 
•         Your  Exelenoy's 

Most  obedant  Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  PROCTOR. 
Directed; 

On  Publick  Service. 

To  His  Ej^cekncy,  Joseph  Reed,  President,  Philadelphia. 

Indorsed, 

Westmoreland,  Jane  1st,  1780,  from  Col.  Proctor,  of  Westmore« 
land. 


Besolution  ov  Congress,  1780. 

In  Congress,  June  1st,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  the  Supplies  which  any  of  the  States  shall,  upon 
requi^tion  for  that  purpose,  furnish  of/  articles  not  required  from 
them  by  the  resolution  of  the  25th  day  of  Feb'y  last,  or  to  a  greater 
amount  than  is  required  by  the  said  resolution,  shall  be  credited  to 
them  in  a  future  requisition  of  specific  supplies  from  the  several 
States,  or  in  lieu  of  the  like  value  of  other  articles  which  such 
States  are  already  called  on  to  furnish,  or,  at  the  election  of  the 
Stale,  shall  be  paid  for  with  interest  at  six  per  cent.,  as  fast  as 
money  can  be  procured  for  that  purpose. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sec'y* 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Yol.  XH.,  p.  878. 
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Bamttel  Bea  to  Pees.  Reed,  1780. 

Mountbethel^  Jane  Ist^  1780. 
May  it  pleaae  your  EzeelleDoj, 

Herewith  I  send  to  jonr  Ezoellenoy  a  list  of  the  Officers  Cbosen 
ID  the  several  Batalions  of  Millitia  of  this  Goanty,  including  the 
Lieut.  Colonels,  Majors,  Captains,  and  Lieut.  Ensigns,  having  an 
Expected  safe  Opportunity  by  the  Hon'ble  Mr.  Ofndt.  Fou  may 
please  to  observe  that  I  have  been  Obliged  with  the  concurence  of  the 
Sub-Lieutenants  to  nominate  three  Officers  in  the  second  Battallion, 
the  Inhabitants  having  neglected  to  Choose  any  in  that  quarter. 
Those  we  have  nominated  from  the  best  information  we  could  obtaia 
are  well  affected. 

Since  my  last  of  the  20th  ult.,^  I  have  received  an  answer  from 
L^  Colonel  Kern,  by  which  return  I  find  he  hath  at  and  near  Fort 
Allen  112  Men  Stationed,  and  having  lately  received  information 
that  a  party  of  Indians  has  been  seen  skulking  up  Delaware,  and 
knowing  those  parts  to  be  unguarded.  Notwithstanding,  I  have 
used  my  best  endeavors  to  have  sent  relief  to  the  Townships  of 
Smithfield  &  Delaware,  I  have  by  express  ordered  one  half  of  Colo- 
nel Kern's  men  to  March  to  those  parts  &  to  be  under  the  direction 
of  Lieut.  Chambers,  untill  farther  Orders,  which  I  hope  your  Excel- 
lency and  Council  may  approve.  Since  the  Clerk  was  sent  for  to 
transcribe  the  return  of  the  Officers,  I  amu  nhappily  seized  with  the 
Pleuresy  and  acute  pains  of  that  dangerous  malady  &  continual 
Fever  k  Pain  in  my  Head,  I  shall  be  under  the  disagreeable 
necessity  to  omit  giving  your  Excellency  as  full  and  minute 
relation  of  affiiirs  I  could  have  wished  at  this  Time,  tho'  at  the 
same  time  that  I  harbour  a  very  good  opinion  of  the  Officer^ 
lately  chosen  of  every  rank  in  general^  and  hope  they  answer  the 
Purpose  of  their  several  Stations. 

I  am  your  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant^ 

SAMUEL  RSA,  GoL 

P.  S.  As  a  proper  person  will  be  wanted  as  Paymaster  of  the 
Millitia  for  this  County,  I  do  recommend  to  Council  Mr.  John 
Hays  of  AHenstown,  &  John  MoTerren,  of  JMtbuntbethel,  as 
suitable  persons. 

Dtrectedj 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
IP  Favor  of  the  Hon.  John  Omdt,  Esq'. 

*  See  p.  259. 
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Gaob€is  Ma80H  to  Major  BklLi  1780* 

KeighbcmrBell, 

I  have  matarely  considered  thj  reqaesi|  and  hope  no  offence  will 
Im  taken  at  my  £efasal  to  saw  the  Timber  to  Rebuild  thj  Hoasei 
when  I  have  given  the  following  reasons  : 

First    Becanae  it  will  interfere  with  mj  other  business. 

Beeondly.  Because  that  House  hath  been  kept  like  a  Shamblesi 
to  sell  the  Property  of  PeaoeaUe  People  at^  &  very  often  at  a  prieo 
inadequate  to  its  real  worth. 

Beeanse  that  House  afforded  Entertainment  and  Proteetiou  to  a 
set  of  Men,  whose  Inteations^  (Manifested  by  their  Conduct)  was  to 
fiorioh  themselves  by  the  Oppression  of  Others. 

Beeauae  they  who  afford  them  EntertainoMOt^  ti  sell  them  Liquor 
are  paid  for  it  with  Monay  unjustly  Gained,  whioh  I  should  not 
wish  to  Receive  for  Property  or  Work  of  Mine,  & 

Because  it  is  Probable  that  House  when  Rebttilt,!wiU  be  Oeeupied 
aa  formerly,  for  whioh  reasons  I  shall  Decline  doing  any  thing  my* 
ael^  er  BentiDg  tUa  Mill  for  that  purpose. 

Signed^ 

GEORGE  MASON. 

A  True  Copy. 

June  Isty  1780. 


PaB6.  BbBB  to  CoMMISSIONS&S  0?  SUPFLISSy  1780. 

In  CouncUi 

Philad%  June  1, 1780. 

Sir, 

The  Continental  Armv,  upon  which  our  Prospects  of  Safety  ft 
Liberty  so  much  depend,  have,  by  various  Disappointments  been 
reduced  to  ^reat  Distress  for  want  of  Provisions ',  &  the  Assembly, 
being  duly  informed  of  all  Circumstances,  have  passed  the  inclosed 
Law  the  EzeeutioQ  of  which  with  all  possible  Expedition  is,  in  our 
present  Circumstances,  a  Matter  of  the  most  indispensable  Necessity. 
We  have  therefore,  from  the  Confidence  we  repose  in  you  on  this 
occasion,  appointed  you  one  of  the  Commissioners  for  this  Purpose. 
It  is  not  expected  that  this  will  be  a  matter  of  any  Oonti&uancey  but 
merelv  as  a  present  supply  for  a  few  weeks.  As  our  Distress  on 
this  Occasion  is  too  well  known  to  make  it  necessary  to  use  Conceal- 
ment,, we  are  sorry  U>  inform  you  that  the  Troops  have  been  for 
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Days  together  witboat  Meat,  that  the  Discontents  arising  therefrom 
have  been  carried  to  an  alarming  Height,  &  that  there  has  been  no 
Time  nor  Occasion  when  the  Exertions  of  every  good  Man  &  sincere 
Friend  to  his  Country  were  more  necessaryi  or  would  redound  more 
to  his  own  Credit.  Besides  the  LaW|  you  will  receive  a  Parcel  of 
blank  Certificates  to  be  men  to  such  Persons  as  you  procure  Cat- 
tle or  Sheep  from — any  Person  bringing  you  the  Number  ment'd 
in  the  Sect,  of  the  Law  will  be  entitled  to  an  Order  on  us, 
which  we  shall  endeavour  punctually  to  answer.  As  the  Necesdty 
admits  of  no  temporizing  with  disaffected  or  neutral  Characters,  we 
also  hope  you  will  put  the  law  fully  in  force  against  them,  when  you 
find  them  possessed  of  Cattle  or  Sheep,  &  refuse  to  part  with  them. 
In  all  which,  besides  the  support  you  will  derive  from  the  Law,  you 
may  rely  upon  our  Direction,  Advice  &  Aid  on  every  Occasion.  We 
flatter  ourselves,  that  in  less  than  6  Weeks  the  Duty  will  eease }  but 
we  have  it  much  at  Heart  to  shew  the  Spirit  &  Zeal  of  this  State  on 
60  critical  an  Occasion.  Your  services  will  be  honourably  compen- 
sated, as  well  as  necessary  Expenses  of  sub-Purohasers  &  Drivers, 
of  which  you  will  keep  as  regular  an  Account  as  may  be.  In 
delivering  Certificates,  you  will  bs  careful  to  keep  one  sett  of  Num* 
bers  as  a  Cheek  &  enter  the  name  cf  the  Person  &  the  Sum  i&  « 
Book  of  every  Certificate  given. 

The  Cattle  and  Sheep,  when  procured,  are  to  be  driven  to  the 
Commissary  Gen.  of  Purchases  in  this  Place,  or  his  nearest  Deputy, 
from  whom  you  will  take  Beceipts,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  avoid 
future  Disputes.  Economy  &  Frugality  are  also  to  be  attended  to, 
&  as  it  has  been  observed  that  Advantage  has  been  taken  of  these 
Exigencies,  so  as  to'occasion  an  immediate  Accumulation  of  Iron,  we 
hope  the  Reproach  will  not  now  be  made,  but  that  Care  k  Prudence 
will  be  used  in  this  as  at  other  Parts  of  the  Duty.  The  Nature  of 
the  Business  &  Necessity  of  the  Case  will  not  admit  your  declining 
the  Service,  or  delaying  the  Execution  a  single  Day,  as  there  is  no 
other  Chance  of  preventing  the  Misfortunes  apprehended  but  an 
immediate  Supply  from  Pennsylvania. 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obbed.  Hbble.  Sev. 
To ,  Esq.  Commiss.  for  procuring  supplies  for  the  Army. 


Col.  Tho's.  Edwards  to  Christopher  Kucher,  1780. 

Lebanon,  June  let.  1780. 
DcarS', 

Capt.  Moore  has  resfsned,  and  of  Cap*.  Immels  District  I  cannot 
procure  a  return,  Immel  wont  Serve  and  Cap*  Wendle  Weaver  who 
was  appointed  in  his  room  likewise  declines  Serving,  this  prevents 
me  from  sending  you  a  return  df  the  Officers  of  the  Battalion  in  order 
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to  have  oommissions  made  out  for  tbem.  I  am  afraid  we  are  in  a 
fair  way  of  getting  in  confasion.  Cap^  Weiser  attempted  to  oolleefc 
Fioee  for  Non  Attendance  of  Exercise  but  received  111  Treatment 
and  Blows  in  lien  of  Money,  and  declares  that  he  will  not  attempt  to 
lift  the  Fines  nnless  he  be  properly  Assisted,  which  I  hope  you  will 
cause  to  be  done,  for  you  heard  my  short  harangue  to  the  People  on 
the  Fields,  and  my  assurance  of  having  the  Fines  regularly  Collected, 
now  Aould  this  not  be  done  I  cannot  possable  Serve,  and  shew  my 
Face  to  the  People  with  any  Credit.  You  are  well  Convinced  of  my 
readiness  to  serve  my  Country  to  the  best  in  my  power,  but  never- 
theless would  wish  to  do  it  in  such  a  manner  as  will  give  Honor  to 
myself,  and  such  who  were  pleased  to  appoint  me. 
I  remain  S*.  with  due  regard. 

Your  Hum*"  Serv* 
THO'S.  EDWARDS  Col. 

Direetedy — ^The  Honorable  Christopher  Kucher,  Esq.,  Philadelphia 
favored  ^  Mr.  Forsyth. 


Ch&istophjsb  Kuchxb  to  Prbs.  Bbkd,  1780. 

The  Trapp  on  my  Road  home,  June  2d.  .1780. 
Bono"*  Sir, 

I  thia  moment  have  Received  the  Inclosed  Letter  from  Cpl.  Thomaa 
Edwards  of  the  Second  Battalion  of  our  County.  I  Need  Not  say 
further  on  the  subject  than  what  the  Letter  will  Convey  which  i 
Think  (if  Right)  there  should  be  some  mode  fell  upon  by  Council  to 
act  apart  as  many  of  the  Militia  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  those 
men  appointed  to  Collect  fines  from  (Non  attendants)  as  would 
Effectually  suport  the  Laws  and  at  same  time  convince  the  Refractory 
part  that  they  are  to  submit  to  those  Laws.  I  most  smcerely  Lament 
that  this  is  the  Case,  and  most  sincerely  Beg  pardon  if  any  thing 
herein  Contained  should  Convey  an  Idea  that  I  would  in  any  wise 
Dictate  to  your  Excellency. 

I  am  Hon'ble  Sir, 

your  moat  oh'*.  Hum*l. 
CHRISTOPHER  KDCHER,  S.  L.  L.  C. 

P.  S.  Please  to  Oive  me  Your  answer  to  the  above  by  the  first 
Possible  opportunity. 

Publick  Service. 
DtVeelA//— To  his  Exeellency  Joseph  Reed  president  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  favored  by  Mr.  John 
Forsyth. 

♦  Col.  Bee.  Vol.  XII.  p.  892. 
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PfiEB.  Bbbd  to  Col.  A.  Lochrt,  1780. 

Sir, 

Yoa  will  receive  herewith  £10,000,  for  the  supply  &  senrice  of 
jonr  CouDtj.  It  is  in  the  first  Case  to  be  employed  in  recruiting  the 
Company  of  Hangers  agreeable  to  the  inclosed  Instructioosj  and 
should  there  be  any  particular  Exigence  yon  must  nse  it  with  Discre- 
tion &  Judgment  ever  remembering  that  Money  has  now  a  fixed 
Valtie  k  that  there  is  an  Attention  to  Expenditure  which  has  not 
been  observed  heretofore.  One  Commission  in  the  Ransers  Company 
is  sent  up  blank  to  which  yoa  will  appoint  some  suitaole  Person  as 
Ensign  of  the  Company,  x  on*  will  observe  by  the  Papers  which  we 
send  by  Mr.  Sloan  that  your  Affiiirs  &  Situation  have  engrossed 
much  of  our  Time.  We  request  you  to  lose  no  Time  in  getting  the 
Militia  in  Order  &  co-operate  with  your  Friends  in  this  Quurter. 
We  have  sent  you  a  Parcel  of  blank  Commissions  which  you  aro  to 
fill  up  with  the  Names  of  the  Field  Officers  &«s  many  of  the  Cap- 
tains as  there  are  Commissions  for.  We  have  already  loaded  Mr. 
Sloan  so  as  that  we  could  not  send  any  more  Commissions  bnt  they 
will  he  forwarded  as  soon  as  may  be.  Mr.  Amberson  the  Commis- 
sioner must  endeavour  to  subsist  the  Company  of  Rangers  &  draw 
upon  us.  We  hope  he  will  consult  you  &  that  you  will  study  Econ- 
omy as  much  as  possible^  the  People  in  these  lower  Counties  being 
BO  heavily  taxed  that  it  is  necessary  to  convince  them  that  Justice, 
Care  &  Prudence  will  be  exercised. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble  Serv.* 
Indorsed.— Jme  2, 1780. 


Instbuoiions  to  BEOEuiTiHa  OniOK&Sy  1780. 

Sir, 

Herewith  you  will  raoeiTS  a  Oommission  as  Capt^n  of  a  company 
of  Rangers  in  the  service  of  this  State,  which  company  is  to  consist 
of, 

One  Captain,  One  Lieutenant, 

One  Ensign,  four  Serjeants, 

Four  Corporals,  One  Drummer, 

One  Fifer,  and  Sixty  Privates. 

In  recruiting  the  said  company,  you  are  to  enlist  none  bnt  able 
*  See  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  872. 
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bodied  Meo,  free  from  Jameness,  raptares,  and  O&er  diaordersi 
which  maj  disable  Ihem  from  doing  active  datj. 

First  YoQ  are  to  enlist  them  to  serve  nntil  15^  Jan^  ncxt^  unless 
sooner  discharged  by  the  Supreme  £zeoati?e  Council^  nnder  whose 
orders  and  direction  they  are  to  be,  daring  service. 

And  as  an  encouragement  for  jour  self  and  the  Officers  to  enter 
into  t\\fi  said  service,  and  the  Men  to  enlist — the  Officers  will  be 
entitled  to  receive  from  the  State,  seventy  five  dollars  levy  money, 
for  every  able  bodied  recruit,  who  shall  pass  muster,  to  be  paid  to 
the  Officer  enlisting  him. 

To  every  non  Commissioned  Officer  and  Soldier  who  shall  enlist 
in  the  said  service,  two  hundred  dollars  bounty — Two  hundred  upon 
enlistment  and  three  hundred  when  he  shall  pass  Muster. 

Every  Recruit  is  to  take  the  following  oath,  upon  his  enlistment 
and  passing  Muster  viz.     . 

I,  A.  B.  having  been  duly  enlisted  in  the  Service  of  the  State  of 

Pennsylvania  in  the  company  of  Bangers  commanded  by  Captain 

do  promise  to  be  true  and  faithfull  to  the  said  State, 

agreeable  to  the  terms  of  ;ny  enlistment  and  to  be  obedient  to  my 

Superior  Officers 

So  help  me  Gh)d. 

The  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  Westmorland  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  muster  the  said  Becruits,  and  is  not  to  admit  any  under 
eighteen,  or  above  fifty  years  of  age,  able  of  body,  and  at  least  five 
feet  six  inches  high.  Every  recruit  is  to  sign  an  enlistment,  in  a 
book  to  be  kept  by  the  Lieutenant,  specifying  the  terms  and  time  of 
his  enlistment,  which  book  he  is  to  keep  carefully,  to  prevent  future 
mistakes  or  imposition. 

You  are  to  be  specially  careful,  not  to  enlist  any  deserters  from 
the  Continental  army  or  prisoners  of  War,  and  if  any  Officers  shall 
enlist  any  recruit  contrary  to  these  instructions  he  6hall  be  charged 
with  the  whole  ezpence  thereon  arising. 

Ton  are  from  time  to  timer,  to  make  reports  of  your  proceedings 
to  the  President  and  Council,  with  the  State  of  your  Company — and 
unless  in  case  of  special  orders  from  them,  you  are  to  obey  the  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  County  in  the  disposition  of  your  corps  when  duly 
formed. 

Jndoned^ 
June  2, 1780. 
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CiRCTTLAR — GkITL.  WASHINGTON  TO  PrES.   ReSD,   1780. 

Peansylvania^  Head  Quarters,  Morris  Towd^  June  2d,  1780. 

Circular^ 
Sir, 

By  a  letter  from  Tho  Honoarable  The  Committee  of  Congress  at 
Morris  Town,  ^hich  this  accojnpanies,  your  Excellency  will  find, 
that  those  Gentlemen  and  myself,  after  maturely  considering  the 
matter,  deem  it  essential  to  the  success  of  the  measures  in  eontem- 
plation  to  be  carried  on  against  the  enemy — ^to  call  on  the  States  for 
certain  aids  of  Militia,  in  addition  to  the  requisitions  for  men  already 
made,  and  that  they  should  be  at  places  of  rendezvous  appointed 
by  me,  by  the  fifteenth  day  of  next  month.  The  aid  requested,  in 
this  instance,  of  your  State  is  founded  on  a  principle  of  apportionment 
common  to  all  the  States  from  New  Hampshire  to  Maryland — in- 
clusiye  (the  others  on  account  of  their  distance  and  the  operations 
in  tho  Southern  Quarter  not  being  now  called  on)  and  is  stated  at. 
Three  thousand,  four  hundred  and  sixty  five  rank  and  file.  This 
number  of  Militia  well  armed,  and  equipped  in  every  other  respect 
for  the  field  in  the  best  manner  circumstances  will  admit,  under 
proper  ofiicers,  I  wish  to  be  at  Easton  and  Trenton,  at  the  time  men- 
tioned by  the  Committee  which  appears  to  be  a  suitable  place  for 
their  rendezvousing  in  the  first  instance,  and  from  whence  they  will 
proceed  on  my  orders  as  occasion  may  require.  It  will  also  be  ma- 
terial, on  account  of  disciplining  and  organizing  the  men,  as  well  as 
on  account  of  public  oeconomy — that  they  should  be  formed  into 
full  regiments.  If  this  is  not  done,  it  will  render  our  arrangements 
extremely  difficult  and  irregular,  and  will  add  by  greatly  increasing 
the  number  of  officers,  very  considerable  to  the  public  expense. — 
I  would  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  I  think  the  whole  number  of 
Militia  requested  from  your  State  should  be  comprized  in  Seven 
Begiments.  This  additional  aid  will  not,  I  trust,  and  earnestly  en- 
treat impede  in  the  smallest  degree,  the  filling  up  the  Regiments  of 
the  State  by  draft  to  their  full  complement  as  requested  by  The 
Honourable  The  Committee  in  their  letters  of  the  25^  ulto.  This 
is  a  point  of  such  vast  importance  so  absolutely  essential  to  give  the 
least  prospect  of  success  to  our  operationah— and  indeed  on  which 
they  depend,  that  I  could  not  forbear  mentioning  it  If  the  Regi- 
ments are  completed  by  drafts — it  is  possible  our  demands  for  Mili- 
tia may  be  a  good  deal  diminished ;  but  this  must  be  governed  bj 
events ;  and  therefore  for  objects  so  very  interesting— so  important 
as  those  arc  to  which  we  at  present  look,  we  should  provide  whatever 
may  be  possibly  requisite. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  great  respect  and  esteem, 

yr.  Excellency's  Most  obedient  hum.  Serr. 

G»  WASHINGTON. 
Directed, — His  Excellency  Qov.  Reed. 
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OOMMBB.   OV  CONORBSS  TO  PbBS  BbBD,  1780. 

PennfljlTania, 
In  Committee  of  Congress  Morris  Town  2  June  1780. 

Ib  a  letter  of  the  Slat  alto,  froiki  the  Commander  in  Chief,  which 
we  had  the  honor  to  leeeive  on  the  same  day.  His  Ezoellenoy 
obaerred.  *^  Thai  in  the  expected  oo-operation  with  the  force  of 
^  our  Ally,  againat  that  of  the  Common  Enemy,  it  u  of  great 
^  moment  that  .we  should  proceed  with  curcqmspection  and  on  the 
'<  Barest  ground.  Before  we  can  determine  what  ought  to  be  under- 
'<  taken,  we  should  be  able  to  appreciate  the  means  we  shall  have  it 
**  in  our  power  to  employ,  on  some  precise  scale.  To  begin  an 
^  finterpriae  agsinst  any  point  in  possession  of  the  Eoemy,  on  a 
<'  general  presumption  of  sufficient  resonrcea  in  the  Couniy,  and  pro- 
*'  p<»rtionable  exertions  in  the  respective  Governments  to  bring  them 
<'  forth,  would  hardly  be  justified  by  success— could  never  be  defen- 
<'  ded  in  ease  of  misfortunes,  to  say  nothing  of  the  fatal  oonsequencca 
^  that  night  eaaue.  It  appears  to  mo  necessary  to  assertain  the 
<'  number  of  men, 'and  the  quantity  of  supplies  which-^f^, States  are 
.  *^  capable  of  furnishing  in  a  given  <tm«,  and  to  obtain  ^sturaneu 
^  from,  them,  founded  on  experience  of  their  continuing  supplies  in 
^  the  same  proportion.  I  esteem  the  plan  adopted  by  the  Com- 
'^mittee  in  their  circular  Letter,  an  extremely  ^od  preparatory 
'^  one :  but  I  think  it  of  indispentable  importance,  in  the  next  place 
*<to  eome  to  something  fixed  and  determined,  I  therefore  take  the 
'<  liberty  to  submit  to  the  Committee,  the  necessity  and  propriety 
''  of  o^ing  immediately  npon  the  States,  for  specific  aids  of  f»«n, 
^* pro9iiion$,  foragCf  and  the  means  of  transportation.'' 

His  fixeeilency  next  states  the  Enemy's  number  and  position, 
mentions  the  points  against  which  combined  Armes  will  probably  be 
directed,  and  furnishes  us  with  an  estimate  of  the  force  which  America 
ought  to  draw  into  the  field,  with  others  exhibiting  a  state  of  the 
provisions,  horses,  Carriages,  and  a  variety  of  other  Articles  indis- 
pensably neicessary  to  give  vigor  and  a  probable,  prospect  of  success 
to  our  operations.  Duty  and  inclination^  equally  impelled  us  to  a 
oonference  with  the  General,  and  to  the  most  serious  jsonsideration 
of  the  Bubjebt  The  resuU  was  a  determination  specifically  to 
apportion  to,  and  request  from  the  States  referred  to  in  the  Keso- 
lutioa  of  Congress  of  the  I9th  nlto.,  to  furnish  the  requisit  supplies 
by  the  first  day  of  Jujy.  In  estimating  those  we  have  paid  all 
possible  regard  to  the  probable  resources  of  each,  and  to  their  rela- 
tive position  to  those  scenes  of  operation,  which  are  at  present  in 
contemplation.  We  shall  accordingly  annex  the  kind  and  quantum 
of  sappliea  which  are  monthly  expected  from  your  State,  and  we 
have  to  entreat  that  you  will  fully  comply  with  the  requisition  we 
have  the  honor  to  make;  and  that  they  will  be  jLcpt  up  in  the  same 

13* 
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proportion  tiDtil  the  last  of  November^  if  necessity  should  induce  us 
to  continue  the  upplication  to  thai  period,  e?eii  altkoc^h  any  of  the 
Articles  now  called  for,  should  exceed  the  quota  assigned  you  by 
the  aot  of  Congress  of  the  25th  of  Febuary  last,  and  you  will  please 
Sir,  to  signify  to  us,  without  delay,  the  determination  of  your  State 
on  this  important  subject. 

Here  it  beoomes  our  duty  to  advise  you  as  upon  exaxnimitioB  you 
will  perceive  that  we  have  stilted  your  quota  ^  month,  ia  aome 
Articles  beyond  what  it  would  have  been,  could  we  have  a^riotiy  ad- 
hered to  the  proportion  on  which  the  aUotmenla  macle  by  the  act 
of  the  25th  Febuary  last^  were  adjusted,  but  this  was  found  imptae* 
ticable  because  of  the  exhausted  condition  of  seikie  of  the  Statea^  in 
which  the  Army  and  its  principal  Detatohment  have  wintered.  But 
as  those  in  the  Course  of  the  Campaign  will  be  enaUed  to  aifibrd 
more  than  they  can  at  present,  ]^our  quota  as  now  stated,  will  of 
eourse  diminish.  The  reqtiisition,  Sir,  ir  large  bnt  it  is  beftrij 
competent  It  is  the  last  adequate  to  the  intended  operations,  as  it  is 
calculated  on  the  most  limited  expendituree  without  th«  jmaliest 
allowance  for  aeoidentally  losses,  or  extra  ootisumption* 

Having  given  the  States,  a  fixed  point  to  regulate  tbemselvea-byy 
their  me^mbs  will  be  equal  to  it,  and  their  exertions  oompetent  to 
the  magnietide  of  the  object.  In  mattera  of  svrii  high  import  it 
appeared  to  the  Qeneral  and  to  us  essentially  that  there  aheuld  be« 
proper  understanding  on  all  hands.  That  theStites  should  know  the 
wants  of  the  army,  and  what  is  expected  for  it.  That  the  General  & 
the  Committee  should  be  already  and  explicitly  advised  of  their 
abilities,  both  individually  and  collectively,  and  to  have  detemnaed 
with  precision,  what  may  be  expected.  We  do  not  fear  to  disoonr* 
age  by  the  largeness  of  the  demand;  as  we  oonceiveit  impossible 
they  should  not  bear  with  the  knowledge  of  the  wants  of  their 
Army,  and  because  knowing  them,  we  are  persuaded  their  wisdom  ^ 
'  and  patriotism,  will  impel  them  to  every  exertion  fully  to  afford  the 
supplies. 

T.he  suppHes  alloted  to  be  furnished  by  your  State  are  5000 
Barrels  of  Flour  per  month,  1000  Barrels  of  which  to  be  delivered 
at  Baston  1000  barrels  at  Coryeh  Ferry  and  the  Remainder  at  Tren- 
towo ;  166,  885  pounds  of  beef  or  pork  per  month  to  bo  delivered  in 
Philadelphia  with  •  80^000  pounds  of  baoon  in  three  equal  paroels 
monthly  to  the  last  of  September,  225  Hogshead  of  Rum  per  month 
delivered  at  the  army,  9142  Bushells  of  GHm  for  forage  per  month, 
1500  of  which  to  be  delivered  at  Easton,  1500  at  Coryefs  Ferry  & 
the  remainder  at  Trentown,  250  Waggons  with  faamese  eompleat  & 
with  four  Horses  to  Each,  and  1500  Horses  witheut  harness,  all  these 
to  be  attached  to  the  army  and  to  be  delivered  where  the  quarter 
Master  General  shell  direct  and  on  or  before  tbe  first  day  of  July 
next;  The  first  monthly  quota  of  supplies  to  be  delivered  by  tbe 
first  day  of  July  next,  and  tbe  subsequent  ones  monthly  mfkin  the 
Bonths  sQceeeding^  as  the  quarter  master  or  Commissary  Genciml 
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majaifeet  TW  Beif,  BaooBy  Howm,  a«t  WaMPUg  fe  ■Mitiwwl 
BTticIes  to  those  aMad  in  ike  aet  af  Ooagraaa  of  the  25  of  Vakriiary 
last  but  the  requiaitioa  on  jour  alate  as  an  othen^  for  Extra  aop* 
pliea  oottid  not  Ve  ^Aapeamd  with  aad  the  aarasnt  thereof  together 
with  tha  ioaaaportitbD  of  ao^^  moBt  ba  charged  in  aocoant  with  the 
United  States^  We  believe  it  would  be  advantageooa  to  the  States 
in  goneml  thii  the  Horses  and  Waggons  should  be  procured  by  hire 
in  prefereiiaa  to  pnichase,  as  the  Drivers,  who  will  then  accompany 
thoBi  will  be  mote  careful  af  the  Cattle.  Should  yotw  Statt  adopt 
that  mode,  we  recommend  that  the  Contratcts  may  be  made  peya- 
Ue  in  specia  or  piper  money  equivalent^  and  that  the  value  of 
the  Horses  &  Waggons  should  be  appraised  on  oath  and  a  return 
made  of  the  appraisement  to  the  Quarter  master  General. 

As  the  Object  against  which  the  military  operaliena  will  be 

^  directed|  cannot  be  positively  ascertained,  we  have  it  not  in  our 

power  to~  call  on-  you  for  a  determinate  quantum  of  transportation 

but  believe  it  will  be  considerable  and  probably  amount  to  150 

Waggons,  to  be  constantly  employed  for  90  days.* 

The  Continental  Troops  already  engaged  and  wi A  the  army, 
together  with  the  addition  requested  by  the  Generals  Letter  of  the 
25th  ulto  to  compleat  the  Battallions  to  504  rank  &  file,  will  still  in  his 
opinion  and  in  our  own  be  adequate  to  ensure  snccess  in  intended 
operations.  In  our  Oiroular  Letter  of  the  25th  ulto  We  intreated 
your  Legislature  to  adopt  measures  for  drawing  forth  your  Militia 
on  the  shortest  notice  we  have  now  to  request  that  such  arniDgd* 
ments  may  be  made  as  that  your  quota  of  militia  which  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  Commander  hi  Chief  we  state  at  3465  rank  A  file 
shall  rendeavous  at  the  Army  or  at  such  posts  and  places  ss  the 
General  shall  direct,  by  the  fifteenth  day  of  July  next,  at  farthest, 
and  lo  continue  in  service  for  the  term  of  three  rnenths  eompnting 
from  the  d%j  of  their  arrival  at  such  Rendeavoua  aa  aforesaidv 

Sswh  of  the  aappiies  her«n  required  as  make  part  of  the  quota 
assigned  to  your  Bute  by  the  sot  of  Congress  of  the  25th  of  Feb- 
ruai7  last  And  which  it  is  requested  you  will  transport  to  and  deliver  ^ 
where  the  Quarter  Master  or  Commissary  Genl  lidudl  direct  wHl  be 
tnceipted  for  by  the  Continental  Oficers  appointed  for  that  purpose 
before  either  they  or  your  Agents  convey  or  transport  tha  same  beyond 
the  Limita  of  your  State.  If  However  anoh  ContinenUl  Officers 
.ahould  not  be  present,.3rou  will  give  directions  that  the  wdght  or  quan- 
tity of  the  artiolea  may  be  estinrnted  and  an  aceount  or  Invoice  tmns- 
mitted  with  each  parcel.  We  have  to  observe  that  in.  the  beef 
requested,  hides  and  tallow  are  not  included,  allowance  must  therefore 
be  made  for  these  when  Cattle  are  sent  to  the  Army.    If  drivers  are 

*  «  Circular  from  hence  except  as  to  the  number  of  militia  requested  from 
£aeh  state." 
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MDt  with  the  draft  bofset  and  Gatde  required  ef  joor  Sitto,  we 
with  to  have  one  for  every  four  horses  and  Oxeiu 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be  with 

great  Bespeot  &  Esteem  Yovr  Ezoelleney's 
most  Obedient  Hiimble  Servants 
PH  SCHUYLBE, 
JNO  MATHBWS, 
NATHL  PBABODY  * 
P.  8.  We  do  most  earnestly  intreat  that  the  requisition  now  made 
on  yonr  State  for  the  qnota  of  militia,  may  not  be  suffered  on  any 
oonsideration  whatever  to  retarii  the  completion  of  the  OonMnental 
BattalUons,  as  recommended  in  our  second  ciroolar  Letter  of  the  26 
nlto.    The  neeesfdty  of  that  measure  becoming  daily  more  striking 
and  important.  . 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  tho  State  of  Pennsylvania 
Indorsed^ 
June  8th,  1780. 


JsHU  Roberts  to  Fres.  Besd,  1780. 

To  the  President  &  Supreme  Ezecutive  Council  of  the  State  of 

Pennsylvania. 
The  Petition  of  Jehu  Boberts  on  behalf  of   himself  &  seven 

sisters. 
Bespeetfttlly  sheweth, 

That  the  Family  having  presented  a  Petition  to  the  Hoose^  of 
Assembly  in  November  last^f  praying  the  Restoration  of  the  Estate 
of  John  Roberts^  deceased,  &  the  Assembly  not  having  yet  eocne  to 
any  result  in  the  matter,  the  Petitioner  on  behalf  of  himself,  his 
Mother  A  seven  Bisters,  begs  of  the  Council  that  they  will  be 
I^eased  to  direct  the  Suspension  of  the  Sale  nntiU  the  next  meeting 
of  the  House.  That  Thomas  Roberts,  eldest  Brother  of  the  PM- 
tioner  having  received  part  of  the  said  Estate,  by  a  Decree  of  the 
Court,  he  does  not  propose  td  make  application  for  a  Share  of  the 
Besidne.  That  a  Petition  to  the  House  was  prepared,  praying  a 
Revival  of  the  Matter,  but  their  sadden  Adjournment  prevented  its 
Delivery. 

JEHU  ROBERTS.^ 

Philada.,  June  3rd,  1780. 

♦  See  Col.  Rco.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  880. 

f  See  Vol.  VII.,  p.  122. 

I  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  874— it  was  rejected. 
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Col.  John  Pipsb  to  Prb&  Bbsd,  1780. 

B^ford,  Jane  3;  1780. 
Bit, 

I  MB  hdnoived  with  the  Paoket  and  oish  from  Coanoil  by  Major 
Clnggage,  I  sent  the  Recruiting  Instruotiona  to  Capt.  Bard  bat  I 
am  sorry  to  inform  Coanoil  that  He  sent  Me  hia  Reaignation,  the 
Sitnation  of  Hia  affairs  being  autoh  that  he  cannot  Poaaably  Serre. 
I  mentioned  in  My  Laat  by  Gennerall  S'  Clair,  that  the  Indiana 
Had  Made  an  Incurtion  into  thia  county,  which  to  our  miafortane  is 
More  Oenerall  than  I  at  that  time  auppoaed|  there  Being  upwarda  of 
twenty  People  Killed  and  taken,  the  conaequence  ia  that  the  Settle-  . 
menta  adjacent  to  where  the  Mardera  wen  Done  ia  Abandoned,  the 
Militia  turned  out  but  for  want  of  PrOviaiona  they  could  not  follow 
the  Enemy  far,  I  have  Done  Every  thing  in  My  Power  to  Procure 
aome,  and  thinking  My  aelf  juatifiable  by  the  neceaaity  of  the  caae 
and  warranted  by  the  Letter  I  had  the  Honour  to  receive  fifom 
Connolly  I  have  aplyed  Part  of  the  Money  I  Receved  and  ahall  be 
oblidged  to  apply  More  towarda  Procuring  Proviaiona.  Spiea  or  at 
Le^t  thoae  who  are  Suspected  to  be  spies,  have  Been  Diaoovered  in 
Diffirant  PartSy  and  we  Have  Every  Reason  to  Dread  the  full  of  the 
next  Mood  will  be  fattall  to  us,  without,  speedy  and  vigoraa  aaaiat- 
ance  we  cannot  atand  our  ground,  Ezcaae  My  urgancy  upon  thia 
occasion  when  eur  all  ia  Depending,  I  cannot  forbear  being  urgant.  < 

I  underatood  by  Major  Glugg^ge  that  Charlea  Ceana  waa  apointed . 
Parohaaer  for  thia  County,  fimmediately  wrote  to  Him,  and  Have 
Rode  to  Hia  Houae  upon  the  occaaion.  But  He  haa  heard  nothing  of 
the  apointm*,  I  would  Have  him  go^  down  but  he  could  not  think  of 
Leaving  hia  family  upon  autoh  an  uncertainty,  but  aaored  Me  that 
if  hia  apointment  came  up  He  would  Do  Every  thing  in  hia  Power, 
it  Might  foe  of  considerable  Service  to  oa  upon  this  occaaion  if  the 
PetBon  who  ia  nominated  waa  enabled  apeedily  to  act,  as  our  Greatest 
Demand  at  present  seems  to  be  for  flour  and  Horace  to  transport  the 
floor  i^d  other  neoeaaarya  to  the  froutoer  Poata,  in  Hopea  of  a  apeedy 
anawer  I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  ail  Dae  Reapeot  your  Ezeellen- 
cysmoat 

obedient  and  verry  Humble  Serv* 
.■^'  JOHN  PIPER. 

Please  turn  to  Poatoript. 

P.  S.  Indoaed  I  aend  you  a  Letter  I  Reeev'  from  Major  Cluggage, 
which  will  Be  a  Coroborating  Sircumatanoe  that  our  fears  are  not 
groundleaa,  if  Council  would  Pleaa  to  grant  Me  an  order  to  Draw  a 
further  auf  W  ol  Amnnition  if  necessity  ahould  Require  it,  I  had  and 
allwaya  shall  bo  as  Moderate  in  My  Demands  as  Possable^  but  our 
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Bituation  Requires  that  there  should  always  be  a  quantfty  in  Storey 
I  am  as  BeforO|  yoors  &o. 

J.  P. 

Directed, 

On  PubTik  Seryioe. 

His  Eroellenej  Joseph  Reed>  Bsquire^  Presidenst  in  OimftciI| 
Penejlvania. 

Pr  favor  of) 
Mr.  Barclay.  ) 


C.  J.  M'Eean  to  PA«a.  RiBEBy  1780. 

Philadelphia,  June  8, 1780. 

Sir, 

Amongst  the  records  of  ths  conyicHons  and  attaitiderfl  of  the  capi- 
tal off^dce8.iii  the  ootmty  of  Camberkndy  your .  Bzc^lency  and  the 
Goimcil  will  find  one  or  two  of  William' Richardson.*  He  was  con- 
victed npott  his  own  confession,  which  was  obUii^d  from  him  by  a 
certain  John  Vance  nnder  promises  of  favor,  Ac.  It  Is  believed  he 
discovered  every  thing  he  knew,  and  that  he  never  had  more  thati 
three  counterfeit  Bills,  two  of  which  he  passed  to  Janres  Glaric 
and  Martha  Brown,  and  which  was  known  only  by  his  own  declara- 
tion, as  they  did  not  appear  to  prosecute  him.  He  also  seemed  a 
weak  young  man,  drawn  in  by  one  John  Rosenborongh  late  in  the 
last  Winter,  and  firom  other  circumstances  a  proper  o^ect  of  mercy. 
I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  accordingly  to  your  Excellency  and 
the  Council  for  a  pardon. 

Margaret  Mathewsf  was  convicted  of  a  Bnrglary  committed  when 
inebriated,  and  found  in  the  Store  she  had  broke.  Her  example 
will  be  of  little  consequenoo  any  how,  as  I  apprehend ;  but  as  she  is 
recommended  to  your  Excellency  and  the  Council  for  a  pardon  by 
all  the  Oentlemen  and  other  Inhabitants  of  Oarlisle,  and  also  by  the 
Ladies  of  Qeneral  Irwine,  Mr.  Stevenson^  Colo.  Davis,  Ac,  I  aib 
induced  to  join  in  the  request. 

Negro  Sukey^  pleaded  before  judgment  was  pronounced,  that  she 
was  pregnant  of  a  quick  child,  but  as  enseinture  is  no  cause  to  stay 
Judgment,  she  was  sentenced  to  die ;  however  as  it  Is  a  good  cause 
to  stay  execution,  and  as  we  were  informed  by  the  Sheriff  and  others 
'that  it  was  the  fact,  we  thought  it  advisable  to  reprieve  her  lintil 
next  sessions  of  Oyer  &  Terminer  and  General  Goal  Delivery  for 

*  See  Col.  Rei.,  Tol.  xn.,  p.  875,  87d,  877. 
ilh.m.  tid-«W» 
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Gnmborlandoonnty,  without  the  formalitj  aod  ezpeirae  of  an  inquiry 
by  twelve  Women ;  Hr.  Bnrd  iiforma  he  haa  omitted  making  this 
Entry  on  her  Beoord;  I  beg  therefore  it  may  be  returned  for  this 
porpoae. 

I  am  with  the  moat  perfect  eateem, 

your  Excellency's  &  the  Councils 

moat  obedient  humble  Servant, 

THO-  M'KBAN .♦ 
Philadelphia;  June  8d,  1780. 

JDireciedf 
Hia  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire,  President  &c.  of  PennayU 


Tania. 


Prbs  op  CoNaRKss  TO  Pres.  Bbed,  1780. 

Gironlar. 

Philadelphia,  June  3, 1780. 
Sir, 

Your  EkeelleBey  will  reeeive  herewith  enclosed  an  Act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  first  Instant,  in  addition  to  the  resolutions  of  the  25th 
of  February  last ;  making  farther  Provision  respecting  such  Supplies 
as  any  State  may  furnish,  other  than,  or  over  &  above  their  Quotas 
of  Sapplies  required  by  the  Act  of  the  25th  of  February. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be 

with  the  greatest  respeot 

your  Exoell/s  obed^  hbble  servant, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON, 
President't' 

Directed, 
fiia  Jlxaell'y  PMHfent  Beei 

*  «ae  Col.  Red.,  Vol.  XII*,  p.  877. 
t  S««  Col.  Roc.^  Vol.  Jm.,  p.  878. 
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Datip  C.  Djbhub  to  Pubs.  Sm»,  1780. 

GenUeneii, 

I  bara  beeo  latdj  appoioted  CoBmiaaoiier*  of 
NortluuDptoa  County  &  hare  aljo  reeeiTcd  a  tut  of  the  ImI  Nov 
monej  Stroek  bj  the  house  of  anemblj,  and  am  vcrj  mntj  to  In- 
foffm  joa  thai  tbe  Farmers  are  verj  loath  to  take  it  I  have  beea 
three  days  oot  for  graioy  Bat  Could  get  none,  I  think  If  joa  wen  to 
fend  a  few  adTertLiemcnta  ap  here,  That  the  merdiants  in  Philadel* 
phia  will  tak^  it,  I  believe  the  fiumeri  woiM  sooner  take  it  lor 
grain,  I  have  (band  in  one  plaee  upwards  of  600  Boahels  wheat  h 
other  gnin,&  have  heard  of  more  sinee.  I  most  b^  of  yon  to 
send  me  some  Coni'L  money  to  Porehase  some  Cattle  for  the  nae  of 
the  militia,  which  are  now  op  at  the  Moontains,  or  ktt  me  know 
who  is  appointed  to  parchase  for  them,  as  the  Lievtenants  of  this 
Coonty  are  dayly  tnmbling  me  aboat  Provisions^  and  I  have  none 
for  them. 

Gentlemen  yoor  advice  by  the  Bearer 

will  mnch  Oblige  yoor  meet 

Obedient  Homble  Servt, 
DAVID  DSSHLEB, 
CHARLES  DBSHLBR. 
.    To  Che  HoooaraUa  the  CoanoU  of  Safety,  Philadelphia. 


Col.  Dakl.  Bkodhsad  to  Pass.  Rbsd,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  ioform  yon  that  since  my  Isst  no  misebief 
has  been  done  to  the  Inhabitants,  and  I  expect  a  supply  of  Salt 
Provinons  from  the  magasines  below  the  mountains,  which  will 
enable  me  to  keep  out  Scouts,  and  support  the  Dependant  Posts 
until  die  first  of  September. 

It  is  near  four  weeks  afo,  sinee  I  sent  a  French  Oenikman  wiih 
speeches  to  the  Indians,  threatning  them  with  the  force  of  France, 
Spain  k  America,  if  they  did  not  immediately  desist  from  further 
hofltilities.    This  Gentleman  is  in  the  service  of  the  SUte  of  Yir- 

finia,  he  speaks  several  of  the  Indian  languages  to  perfection,  and 
is  address  is  well  calculated  to  influence  them.    When  he  returns 
I  will  write  you  what  success  attends  the  Messages. 

*  See  Colon.  Bee,  YoL  XII.,  p.  878. 
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Some  of  the  Indian  natioDB  oortainly  merit  m  total  extirpation, 
but  whilst  we  want  the  means  to  ohastise  themi  it  may  be  good 
poliey  to  amuse  them,  as  they  haye  as,  and  I  have  directed  the 
Fieneh  Gentleman  (Major  Lanetot)  to  do  it  as  mnoh  as  in  him  lies. 
I  wish  the  Honble  Exeontive  Council  had  held  out  the  reward  for 
Soalpa  ft  Prisoners  to  the  Officers,  Soldiers  and  Friendly  Indians, 
beonnse  I  ooneeive  it  woold  hare  been  a  sure  method  to  saye  the 
Friendly  Indians,  and  to  destroy  eome  of  the  hostile  ones,  and  per- 
haps to  inyolye  the  Indians  in  a  war  against  one  another.     Bnt  a 
few  Indian  Qoods  would  have  greater  weight  with  the  Mendly  In- 
dians, than  all  the  Continental  money  we  can  raise.     Capt*  Brady 
with  five  white  men  ft  two  Delaware  Indians  set  out  for  Sandusky 
with  a  view  to  bring  off  a  british  Prisoner  or  some  Indian  Scalps. 
One  of  his  Indians  left  him.  and  returned  Ux  this  place  sick  or 
eowardly.    He  has  been  out  ten  days  and  in  as  many  more  I  expect 
him  baek  again,  if  he  is  fortunate.     I  beg  leave  to  recommend 
Cap*  Brady  to  the  notice  of  the  Hon'ble  Exeoutive  Council  as  an 
exoellent  officer,  and  I  sincerely  wish  he  may  not  leave  the  service 
for  want  of  the  promotion  he  has  merited,  and  is  justly  entitled  to, 
ever  since  the  resignation  of  Captain  Moore.^ 

I  had  lately  <MiUed  out  some  of  the  militia  with  a  view  to  attack 
some  of  the  hostile  tribes,  but  finding  it  impracticable  to  subsist 
them,  I  was  constrained  to  postpone  Uie  attempt  untili  a  sufficient 
supply  of  provisions  can  be  obtained. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  most  sincere  respect  and  esteem 

Dear  Sir,  your  most  Obedt.  Servt. 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 

To  His  Excellency  Jos.  Beed,  Esqr. 


Nicholas  Lutz  to  Pres.  Rebd,  1780. 

Beading,  June  5, 1780. 

Sir,    . 

I  must  request  you  would  inform  the  Council  that  in  consequence 
of  their  Instructions  of  the  27th  nit.',  I  proceeded  Immediately  on 
my  Return  Home  to  Contract  for  the  necessary  Provisions  at  the 
following  Prices,  Viz ,  Flour  SOs.  ^  C'^.,  Com  6s.  6d.  ^  Bushel, 
Oats,  8s.  9d. ^  Bushel,  Hay  80s.  ^  Ton,  Buckwheat,  4s. ^Bushel, 
(Exclusive  of  Carriage,  Bags  &  Casks,)  assuring  the  people  at  the 
same  Timt  that  the  Merchants  would  take  the  new  money  at  the 
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iame  Rale  as  Spede,  and  also  tkal  in  Oaad  higher  piiees  were  given 
in  ether  Oonndes ,  they  Bhonld  hare  the  eame. 

I  thought  it  also  (Mreper  to  acquatat  them  that  Hie  Money  would 
be  reeeiv^  in  Taxes  at  one  for  Forty  of  the  present  Onrrenoy,  which 
I  looked  upon  myself  anthorieed  to  do  by  the  late  Resolves  of  As- 
eembly.  I  also  thought  proper  to  offer  for  Carriage  2s«  ^  Tan, 
for  each  Mile ;  as  also  58.  for  each  Bag  and  Ss.  piece  for  d^ES  all 
which  I  ooncoive  are  tbe  lowest  prices  I  could  get  them  at  even  for 
<Jold  or  Silver. 

Since  the  foregoing  Trausaettons  I  had  the  Honour  to  receive 
your  Letter  of  the  90th  ult.,  revoking  my  former  Instructions  as 
to  prices  to  be  offered,  and  acquainting  me  that  the  House  had 
reseinded  their  Resolutions  for  fixing  the  money  at  Forty  for  one. 

I  shall,  however,  proceed  in  the  purchases  in  the  manner  already 
begun,  as  Orain  is  growing  very  Scarce,  and  may  not  be  to  be  had 
and  must  beg  tbe  Favour  of  Council  to  inform  me  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble of  the  Prices  allowed  in  other  Counties  which  I  am  Confident 
will  not  be  lower  than  those  agreed  for  here.  If  higher  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  make  it  up  to  the  people  purchased  of  in  Uie  County.  I 
must  also  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  the  Council  would  let  it  be 
known  (if  proper)  that  the  Money  will  be  taken  in  Taxes  at  the 
Rate  of  One  for  Forty ;  as  I  am  doubtful  whether  the  Farmers  will 
receive  it  en  any  other  Terms. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  most 

Obedient  Humble  Servt. 

NICHOLAS  LDTZ. 

P.  S.  The  Articles  purchased  since  I  received  the  Money  are 
4  Tuns  of  Flour^  172  Bushek  of  Oats  ft  19  Bags. 


Col.  Jno.  Pipbb  to  Pbbs.  Rbed,  1780. 

June  5th^  1780. 
Sir, 

I  would  Beg  Leave  to  Request  a  further  supply  of  Amunitionfor 
the  use  of  the  Militia,  and  volunteers  of  this  County,  as  there  are 
a  number  of  spirited  Men,  Both  in  this  County  and  Cumberland, 
who  are  forming  themselves  into  Companys  to  be  ready  upon  Every 
ocasion  to  give  the  frontiers  Every  assistance  Possable,  and  ingages 
to  Me  to  raise  a  constant  Petroling  Party  upon  the  frontiers  of  this 
County,  Provided  I  Can  support  them  with  Provisions  and-amuni* 
tion.    As  I  wrote  a  true  state  of  our  Sitnatian  to  Councill  io  Mj 
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Letter  of  the  fourth  Inst.i  I  shall  not  Enlarge,  in  Hopes  yonl  Pleaa 
to  aasver  Mj  Present  Plmand  by  this  Bearer. 
I  am  Sir;  with  Due  Respect, 

Your  Ezoellenc/s  Most  Obedient 

and  very  Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  PIPER.* 
On  Publick  Service. 

To  Hia  BzeelleBoy  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  Presidant  in  Cooneili 
Pennajylvaaia. 

P  (hvour  of  M^  William  Oampble. 


Adam  Witmak  and  Tho8.  Jokb0  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Reading,  June  Sth^  1780. 
Sir, 

By  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  County  of  Lancaster,  one  of 
our  Board  was  informed  tiiat  they  did  not  Continue  the  double  Tax 
on  those  that  have  not  taken  the  Oath  or  Affirmation  to  their  Re- 
turns for  the  Monthly  Supplies.  Jona.  D.  Seijeants,  Esq.,  Gouoeil 
to  tifl  was  that  the  double  Tazesf  are  to  be  Continued,  on  which  we 
liave  Issued  our  Duplicates  to  the  Collectors,  but  should  we  act 
Contrary  to  what  other  Counties  do,  evenly,  should  it  be  the  perfeot 
meaning  of  the  Law,  we  think  we  are  not  able  to  Support  it.  We 
therefore  beg  your  advice  thereon  if  Possible  by  this  Post. 
We  are,  Sir, 

Your  mo.  Obi.  H'ble  Servt., 

ADAM  WITMAN, 
THOS.  JONES,  Junr. 

P.  S. — ^We  are  likewise  Informed  that  it  is  discontinued  in  Ches- 
ter County. 

Direcfedj 

Public  Service. 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  Supreme  Bzeeth 
tive  Council,  Pensylvania. 

*  Seean8irer,-Jane  18. 

t  Bee  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  ZII.,  p.  879. 
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Col.  Ephraisc  Blaike  to  Christiak  Wirtz,  1780. 

Lanoaster  County,  June  6th,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  Otrrisons  at  Sanbnrry  and  Wyoming  being  nearly  ezhanated 
of  what  Flonr  they  bad,  and  as  the  supply  of  those  places  are  an 
Object  of  Immediate  Concern,  have  therefore  in  the  most  pressing 
Terms  to  request  your  utmost  ex^ion  in  procuring  three  hundred 
Barrels  Flour,  and  delivering  the  same  into  the  Magazine  at  Esther- 
ton,  in  order  that  it  may  be  forwarded  to  the  above  mentioned  posts, 
while  the  River  admits  of  Navigation — ^beg  your  attention  to  this 
Business  in  preference  to  any  other,  as  the  Wants  of  the  Troops  at 
those  places  will  admit  of  no  delay,  and  their  supplies  depends  on 
your  County  and  Cumberland.  Am  with  Esteem,  Sir, 
y  most  Obd«  H.  Serv*, 

EPHRAIM  BLAINE,  C.  Q.  Pfc  * 

Christ.  Wirti,  Contract'  for  Lane.  County. 


Christiak  Wirtz  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Sir, 

A  Letter  from  the  Council  of  the  80th,  with  yours  of  the  81st, 
I  have  before  me,' and  am  exceedingly  pleas'd  to  hear  that  the 
Credit  of  the  State  money  is  increasing.  I  shall  observe  to  make 
no  further  progress  in  laying  it  out  untill  I  have  Advice  from 
Council. 

The  Situation  of  Sunbury  &  Wyoming  for  want  of  Flower,  re- 
quiring Immediate  attention,  (which  you  will  perceive  by  the  In- 
closed, being  a  Copy  of  Col.  Blaine's  Letter,)  I  Could  wish  how 
soon  I  could  be  favor'd  with  the  prices  k  Rates  I  am  to  proceed  in. 
The  Success  I  have  yet  met  with  not  being  great 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be.  Sir, 
T'  very  H.  Serv», 

CHRIST.  WIRTZ,  Com.  P.  L.  C. 
Lancaster,  June  6th,  1780. 

Directed^ 

(On  public  Service.) 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  Presid.  of  the  State  of  Pen- 
sylvania. 

*  Inclosed  in  C.  W.*8  letter,  6th  June. 
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AUQUSTIH  WiLLETT  TO  PrB8.  BbSD,  1780. 

Sir, 

Agreeable  io  ihe  order  of  Goaneel,  I  haye  peraeaded  to  parohiog 
of  GatUe  &  Sheep ;  if  theay  an  to  go  to  Gamp,  it  would  be  the  moat 
proper  to  have  a  persoa  appointed  to  reoeive  them  at  Briatoly  or 
Newtown  ;  I  shall  partioolar  atend  to  yonr  direotions ;  a  Saturday  i 
ezpeot  to  have  a  Number  Gollected  to  dri^e  of. 

N.6.  I  must  request  more  Gertificates  the  first  Oportuniiy,  as  i 
am  Oblidge  to  piok  up  Sheep  three  or  four  in  a  place,  or  a  single 
bullook  that  is  any  ways  meat,  which  oblidge  me  to  Qiye  a  GerUfi- 
oate  for  every  small  Number. 

Sir,  I  remain  your.  Most  Obedient, 
humble  Servant, 

AUQDSTIN  WILLETT. 
Trevose,  June  y  6th,  1780. 

Directed, 

To  His  Szcelleney,  Joseph  Beed,  President  of  the  SUte  of  Pen* 
aylvania. 

per  favour  Gen.  Wilkinson. 


Col.  Saml.  J.  Atlsb  to  Prbs.  Reisd,  1780. 

Pequea,  June  6th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the  1st,  by  Mr.  Gunntngham,  has  been  dnly  re- 
ceived, with  the  blank  Gommission,  Ac.  ineloeed. 

The  necessary  orders  in  consequence  have  been  given  for  the  pro- 
viding and  assembling  the  men  required  for  the  Belief  of  the  Frontier. 
The  officers  shall  be  appointed  as  Gouncil  direct,  as  the  men  are 
collected. 

The  next  step  to  be  taken  will  be  to  see  that  they  are  properly 
Arm'd  k  Accoutred,  for  which  purpose  I  believe  I  must  myself 
attend  in  Philadelphia. 

If  they  are  to  be  armed  with  Musquetts  &  Bayonetts,  I  would 
wish  the  Oartridges  to  be  made  up  with  a  ball  &  six  buck  shot 
if  the  musket  will  well  chamber  them;  And  that  Gouncil  will 
please  to  order  that  they  be  immediately  prepared,  that  the  Troopa 
may  be  ready  at  a  Moments  warning. 
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From  the  76  Battalions  of  this  State  upwards  of  1200  men  will 
be  procured,  a  number  soAoient  for  two  ine  Battalions ;  if  Gonnoil 
mean  to  Regiment  them,  I  would  beg  leave  to  reocommend  for  the 
Command  of  this  West  Battalion,  Lt.  CoL  James  Boss,  the  present 
commanding  Officer  of  the  Battalion  of  Militia  in  Lancaster,  I  look 
vpoa  him  a  Vigilent  and  good  Officer,  and  acquainted  with  service, 
having  bourne  afL*  Cob  Gommissioo  in  the  Line  of  the  State.  He 
seems  very  desirous  of  serving,  and  doubt  not  he  will  do  Honor  to 
the  State  and  himself. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Sir,  jour's  and  Cooncills 

Most  oVt  Hble  Serv't, 

SAM.  J.  ATLEB. 
IHrectedy 
His  Excellency,  Joseph  Beed,  Esqr.,  Pk'csident  of  Pennsylvania. 


^Pns.  Bbxd  to  CoBfMiTTVB  OF  Mbrcanhts  ov  Phila.,  1780. 

Philad, 
Gentlemen, 

The  spirited  &  patriotick  Exertion  made  by  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Oity  which  was  the  Subject  of  the  Visit  you  favoured  me  with  this 
Morning  was  too  deserving  our  attention  to  delay  a  moment  In 
acquainting  you  with  our  sentiments  on  the  proposition  you  then 
made. 

Upon  considering  the  Progress  already  made  under  the  Law,  the 
Danger  of  the  Country  not  understanding  the  principles  upon  which 
we  departed  from  the  strict  line  of  the  Act  of  Assembly,  the  Advan- 
tage which  the  mercenary  &  disaffected  would  probably  endeavour 
to  take  of  such  Departure  when  the  Assessment  came  to  be  laid 
together  with  the  Bisque  of  resuming  the  plan  of  the  Law  again  if 
necessary.  I  say  all  these  Things  being  considered  &  having  advised 
with  some  Gentlemen  well  acquainted  with  the  temper  of  the  Militia 
.we  think  it  most  advisable  to  proceed  under  the  law,  &  when  the 
Quota  is  furnished  for  the  Oity  we  shall  most  heartily  co-operate 
with,  the  association  in  making  such  Addition,  of  Becruits  as  we  can 
&  for  this  purpose  shall  procure  some  suitable  Officers  from  Camp  to 
go  upon  the  Duty  &  in  Behalf  of  the  State  add  a  suit  of  Cloatha  te 
the  Bounty  you  may  think  proper  to  o£fer. 
I  am  Gl«ntlemeI^ 

With  much  Bespeot  k  Begptrd, 
Your  Obed.  k 

VeryfibbleServt, 

JOS.  BEBD.* 

June  8,  1780. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  2JL,  p.  881. 
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OmoBES  Of  LAi!n>  OfFics  to  Pbeq.  Abed,  1780. 

His  Excellency  The  Preudeni  and  the  Honorable  £xecatif« 
CmuuMl  <tf  Pe&DayUania. 

Gentlemeni 

Haying  examined  the  Land  office  Law  which  paaaed  the  laai 
Seasioii  of  AsMmbly,  and  attended  particularly  to  tfaoee  Clansea 
wkieh  relate  to  our  respective  offioeS;  wo  with  aabmiBsion  oonceiyo 
that  there  are  aome  Ombaioos  which  ahould  be  remedied  preyiooa 
to  our  entering  upon  bosines. 

We  therefore  beg  leaye  to  propoie  the  following  qneriea  for  the 
consideration  of  jour  Honorable  Board  praying  year  Opinion  and 
Instmctiona  thereon,  &  at  the  same  time  wish  that  your  Excellency 
in  Council  would  be  pleased  to  fitiyour  us  with  general  Instruc^tions 
for  our  Goyemment  in  office. 

Sect  3d  As  the  Beoeiyer  General  was  formerly  paid  by  the  Pro- 
prietaries for  his  SeryiceSy  no  Law  providing  him  either  a  salary  or 
Fees  of  office,  should  not  this  Law  therefore  particularly  stipulate 
his  Salary  and  Fees  ? 

Sect  5th  Does  Location  in  this  section  mean  only  the  Locations 
or  Applications  entered  in  the  Books,  &  numbered  and  sent  to  the 
Surveyor  Generals  Office  as  was  the  custom  on  the  apdiication  plan^ 
or  does  it  mean  the  bare  Location  or  Description  of  Lands,  left  in 
the  Seoretoiys  office  upon  which  no  farther  Proceedings  were  or 
money  paid  ?  some  of  such  there  are. 

Sect  lOtfa  Does  the  Law  empowering  the  President  or  Yice 
President  to  sign  a  Patent  likewise  enable  him  to  ngn  a  Wanvit  of 
Aeoeptanee  <tf  a  Survey  made  on  Application  or  any  other  Warrant 
of  Aeoeptanee  of  Resurvey,  or  Petition  ? 

Is  the  Reeeiver  General  empowered  to  return  Gash  to  the  Par- 
ehaasrs  of  Land  where  the  quantity  specified  in  their  Warrant  is 
deicieat,  or  where  no  such  Lands  are  to  be  foand  ?  Aad  at  what 
Exohaage  shall  the  Beoeiver  General  receive  the£&  Sirs  ^  owt,  at  1 
We  have  only  to  add  that  as  onr  respective  seales  of  Office  are  not 
yet  made,  we  should  be  happy  to  have  the  Directions  of  Council  like- 
wise on  thfa  head. 

We  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  ourselves. 

Tour  most  obedient  Hbble  Servants, 
JNO  LTJKENS  S.  G. 
DAVID  KENNEDY  Secy.  Ld.  Off. 
FRA8  JOHNSTON,  E.  Genl 
Philada.,  6th  Juno,  1780. 
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Samubl  MoEBiSy  JuN.,  TO  Prisidbht  Rbsd,  1780. 

June  9;  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  shall  ^¥6  orders  for  Twenty  of  the  Troop,  properly  officered,  to 
be  ready  to-morrow  morning,  agreeable  to  your  orders  jnst  Receiyed. 
Be  so  good  as  to  order  us  some  ammunition,  &c.,  as  the  Troop  are 
Entirely  without.  I  have  not  been  out  of  my  Chamber  these  Ten 
days,  being  Confined  with  the  Gout,  otherwise  should  have  Wuted 
on  you  on  the  Receipt  of  your  orders  of  this  morning,  &  now  take 
this  oppt'y  to  Inform  you  that  they  shall  also  be  Complyed  with. 
I  am,  Sir, 

with  great  Respect, 

Your  most  obed't 

H'ble  Serr'f 
SAHL.  MORRIS,  Jun. 
Friday  Erening,  June  9th,  1780. 

Directed, 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed;  Esq.,  Preudent  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylyania. 


Board  of  Wab  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

War  Office,  June  9, 1780. 
Sir, 

The  General  writes  us  that  the  Enemy  are  out  in  Force,  k  lie 
below  Springfield  in  Jersey.  What  their  object  is  remains  nndis* 
ooTcred.  He  complains  of  the  Want  of  Hone,  k  desires  Major 
Lee's  corps  may  be  ordered  on  to  counteract  the^  Cavalry  of  the 
Enemy,  which  are  yety  numerous.  We  have  done  ourselves  the 
Honour  of  communicating  this  Intelligence  as  well  for  Information 
as  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  Propriety  of  holding  the 
Phikdel*  Liffht  Horse  in  readiness  to  march  in  Case  of  Exigency. 
We  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  great  Req)ect, 

Your  very  obed.  Servants, 
RICHARD  PflTERS, 
By  order. 

P.  S.     Genl.  Washington's  letter  is  dated  from  The  Heights 
above  Springfield,  the  8**^  inst. 
Directed, 

Public  Service. 

His  Excellency,  President  Reed,  Fhilad*. 
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Ihsteuctioks  of   Coukcil   to    Col.    oi  .City    Batta- 
lions, 1780. 

June  9. 1780. 
Sir, 

Tbe  PresidoQt  &  Council  have  directed  tbafc  a  JDctachmonI  bjS 
jBMide  from  every  Companj  in  joar  BattalioD,  under  the  Command 
of  at  Officer,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  seize  the  Horse  or  Man  of 
.every  Person  Resident,  within  this  City  or  Districts,  who  does  not 
produce  a  Certificate  of  having  taken  the  oath  or  Affirmation  of 
Allegiance  to  the  State,  Delegates  in  Congress,  Foreign  Ministers  ft 
Persons  holding  any  office  or  Commission  under  the  United  Statesi 
this  Stated  or  any  such  Person  always  excepted.  The  Horses,  when 
#eiie<),  to  be  delivered  at  the  Continental  Forage  Yard  in  Walnojfc 
atreet 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  H'ble  Scrvt. 

N.  6.  Care  must  be  taken  not  to  stop  Persons  coming  to,  or  going 
from  Market. 


Iottbdctions  to  Col.  Wm.  Henry,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  Necessities  of  the  service  requiring  that  a  Number  of  Horses 
be  immediately  sent  to  Camp,  it  has  been  deemed  expedient  to  seize 
the  Horses  of  the  disaffected,  giving  them  certificates,  to  be  paid  at 
a  future  day.  You  are,  therefore,  desired  to  call  upon  the  Colonels 
of  the  several  Regiments  of  Militia,  to  order  their  Captains  to  parade 
their  Companies  at  6  o'clock  to-morrow  Morning,  when  they  will 
deliver  to  each  Captain  an  order  to  the  following  Import :  viz.  To 
seize  the  Home  or  Man  of  every  Person  not  having  taken  the  Oath 
or  affirmation  of  allegiance  &  Fidelity  to  the  State.  The  Horses,  as 
Uken,  are  to  be  delivered  at  the  Continental  Troop  Yard,  when  they 
will  be  appraised,  &  Receipts  will  be  given,  which  being  carried 
to  M'  Doz,  the  State  Commiss',  Certificates  will  be  given  bearing  In't. 
The  Horses  of  Delegates  in  Congress,  foreign  Ministers,  &  Persons 
holding  any  office  or  Place  of  Trust  under  the  United  States,  any 
such  State,  or  this  State,  &  Persons  not  resident  in  this  City  &  Dis- 
tricfs,  are  always  excepted.  This  order  to  be  executed  by  a  Detach- 
ment from  each  Company,  under  the  Direction  of  an  officer,  &  with 
as  little  noise  &  Confusion  as  may  be. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  obed.  H'ble  serv*, 

JOS.  REED,  Presid*. 
Indonedf—Jime  9, 1780. 
Vol.  Vni.— 14 
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Instructions  to  Capt.  Samuel  Morris,  1780. 

Philad-,  June  9%  1780. 
Sir, 

The  very  critical  sitaation  of  Gen.  "WashiDgton's  Army,  destitnte 
of  Horses  to  remove  his  Artillery  &  valuable  stores,  has  made  it 
necessary  to  send  forward,  without  delay,  a  Number  of  Horses,  which 
cannot.be  obtained  otherwise  then  by  taking  them*  from  the  dis- 
affected, accordingly,  orders  have  issued  to  seize  them  :  but  as  it  is 
probable  many  will  attempt  to  get  them  out  of  T<ywn,  we  bare 
thought  it  necessary  to  direct  a  Patrole  of  Light  Horse  on  each  Road 
leading  out  of  Town,  viz.  at  Frankfort  Bridge,  on  the  Gkrman  Town 
iload,  the  Wissahiceon  Road,  the  Middle  k  lower  Ferrys,  on  Schuyl- 
kill, the  Moyamensing,  Passyunk  &  Oioucester  Point  Roads,  whose 
Duty  it  will  be  to  stop  all  Persons  leading  Horses,  or  whom  they 
BtiU  have  Reoson  to  believe  are  taking  Horses  out  of  Town,  to  avoid 
.  Seizure,  securing  the  Horses  &  delivering  them  at  the  Forage  Yard 
in  Walnut  street,  with  the  Name  &  Person  to  whom  they  are  said  to 
belong.  The  Patroles  may  come  in  by  1  o'clock,  by  which  Time  it 
is  presumed  the  Business  will  be  finished. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obed.  H'ble  serv*, 

JOS.  REBD, 

President. 
Indorsed, — To  Sam.  Morris,  Esq.,  command*  the  Light  Horse. 


Prbs.  Bbbd  to  Christian  Wirtz,  1780. 

June  10,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  6th  Inst.,  enclosing  Col. 
Blaine's  Requisition  for  300  Barrels  of  Flour^  to  be  forwarded  to 
Sunbury,  with  which  I  would  wish  you  to  comply,  but  the  Council 
Are,  at  present,  of  opinion  that  the  demands  of  that  Post,  &  the  situ- 
ation of. the  Country,  as  well  as  other  Circumstances,  do  not  admit 
of  sending  any  to  Wyoming*  You  will,  therefore,  please  to  direct 
it  accordingly,  and  confine  yourself  to  the  supply  of  Sunbury  only. 
M'  Hambright  will  send  you  by  this  Opp'  the  agreement  of  the 
merchants,  &c.,  to  receive  the  money,  printed  in  Dutch  &,  English, 
which  we  hope  you  will  be  able  to  use  to  advantage.  The  situation 
of  affairs  is  such,  that  if  supplies  cannot  be  otherwise  obtained,  we 
roust  have  Recourse  to  disagreeable  Means,  which  we  most  earnestly 
desire  to  avoid.  I  therefore,  intreat  you  to  use  every  exertion  to 
procure  the  supplies  in  the  ordinary  Course. 
I  am,  Sir,  Your  obed.  & 

very  H'ble  Serv,t 
Directed^ 

To  Migor  Wirti,  Gommiasioner  of  Suppli^,  Laneait«r. 
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<ic(L.  8am'l.  J.  Atlbb  70  Pbb6«  Bssd,  1780. 

Peqim,  Jane  10tli>  1780. 
Bir, 

Tbe  Dttth  of  a  very  promisiDg  joang  man  a  Brother  of  Mn. 
Atleei's  has  prevented  my  coming  to  Philada.  as  I  intended. 

I  purposed  waiting  on  yon  for  the  Anna,  &o.  neoeasary  ior  the 
■sen  demanded  by  the  late  Iaw,  and  to  have  returned  before  tbey 
could  be  oollected,  I  most  now  wait  their  arriyal  in  Lanoaater  before 
I  can  leave  tbe  County,  the  Quota  of  which  will  be  160  men. 

I  mast  beg  Counciil  to  order  me  200  Stand  with  the  acoontrementa 
and  ammunition  necessary,  as  you  know.  Sir,  there  ought  always,  to 
be  spare  Arms  &c.  in  case  of  Accidents. 

Mr.  Carpenter  whom  Counoill  was  pleased  from  my  Beeommend- 
ation  to  appoint  a  Sub- Lieutenant,  having  been  chosen  L*.  Col.  of  one 
of  the  Battalions  of  militia,  has  resigned  to  me  his  Lieutenancy.  That 
the  Business  might  not  be  at  a  stand,  1  have  stretch'd  my  Powers 
in  giving  Instructions  to  a  Mr.  Bobert  Good  of  the  same  Distrioi 
-who  will  I  think  with  Biore  Beaolntion  and  -  activity  perform  the 
Duties  required. 

-  I  must  peg  forgiveness  of  Cooneill  for  this  Trespass  upon  their 
prerogative,  and  pray  a  Commission  as  Snb-Lientenant  for  Mr.  6ood| 
whom  I  have  seen  and  prevailed  upon  to  accept. 

Tbe  Law  I  thtnk,  Sir,  has  made  no  provision  for  persona  under 
age,  at  the  Time  the  oath  of  allegiance  could  be  tendered,  some  who 
have  since  attained*  this  age  have  been  returned  to  me  as  officers  anl 
profess  themselves  willing  to  take  the  Oath. 

I  must  beg  your  oppinion  in  this  Case  as  I  have  declined  accepting 
Ihem  uniill  1  hear  from  yon,  judging  myseK  not  authorised  under  the 
Law. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  my  best  Begards  for  Gonncill. 
Tour  Excellency's 

Moat  Obedient  and  most  Hble  Serr't 

SAM.  J.ATLEK 

To  his  Eleellency  Joseph  Beed  Esq'  Prerideat 


Pbis.  Rbbd  to  Major  Wm.  Armstrong  k  Mr.  Smith; 

1780. 

€kn^tlomeny 

.  Yoa  are  hereby  appointed  to  value  the  Horses  that  will  be  brought 
you  to-morrow  taken  in  Pursuance  of  our  Order.  For  whieh  Purpose 
you  wiU  aitend  at  the  Forage  Yard  in  Walnut  Street  in  the  Morniu 
$i  9  9?eloek.    When  yoa  wUl  o^^emtioualy.af praise  the  «i^v^ 
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Horses  thai  maybe  brongbt  in  GontiDeotal  Money  making  an  Entry 
in  a  Book  for  Uiat  PurpMe  of  the  Name  of  tha  Owner  the  Ag«  sin 
&  Colour  of  the  Horse  or  Mare  &  the  Price  by  you  fixed  Copies  of 
whidi  yon  will  cfterwardt  give  to  such  as  may  apply  to  you  therefore. 
A  proper  Compensation  will  be  made  you  for  your  Trouble  herete 
4sua  also  for  Owrks  you  may  find  it  neoessnpy  to  employ.  As  the 
service  will  be  of  short  Duration  &  admits  of  no  Duty  yoa  eaiuitft 
be  exouied  from  the  Dvty  on  any  acteouot. 

It  maybe  prop^  to  brand  the  Horses  as  appraiaed  with  tka 
Continental  Brand. 

I  am  Oeni 
Tour  very  Hbble  Serv. 

JOS.  BEED  President. 


.    Copy  of  letter  of 
GJBiCfu  Washikotost  to  Gomm'ss  of  Conqeess,  1780. 

Sead,  quarters,  Spring^eld^  June  llth|  1780. 
Gentlemen/ 

It  appeaes  to  me  to  be  a  ^ry  eligible  st^  at  tbs  pi^esent  junotiire, 
,lo  reiterate  our  iBstanoeA  with  the  several  States  to  engage  them  t^ 
press  the  measares  recommended  in  your  former  letter.  Not  only 
•^e  time  is  sUdiog  away  very  fast,  every  moment  of  which  ought  to 
,be  improved  £or  lihe  intended  eo*operatiou,  but  the  movements  of 
ibe  enemy  demand  early. exertion  in  our  power  for  the  purposes  of 
defence.     There  can  now  3Pemai|i  no  doubt  that  Charlestown  and  itf 

Sirriaan  have  fsdlen.  There  19  every  reason  to  .believe,  that  Sir 
enry  Clinton  with  the  whole  or  the  greatest  part  of  his  force  wSi 
shortly  arrive  at  New- York.  The  expectation  of  the  Freoeh  fleet 
and  Army  will  certainly  determine,  tho  enemy  to  unite  their  force. 
Oeneral  Knyphausen  still  continuea  in  the  Jerseys  with  «I1  the  force 
which  can  be  spared  from  New- York;  a  force  greatly  superior  to  ours. 
Should  8ir  Henry  join  hltn,  the  superiority  will  be  decided,  and 
equal  to  almost  any  thing  the  enemy  may  think  proper  to  attempt. 
It  is  true,  they  are  at  this  time  inactive,  but  their  continuao'oe  whei^ 
they  are,  proves  that  they  have  some  project  of  importaaoe  in  ^n- 
templation  perhaps  they  are  only  waiting  till  the  Militia  grow  tired 
and  return  home  (which  they  are  doing  every  hour)  to  prosecute 
^eir  designa  with  less  apposition.  This  would  be  a  critical  moment 
for  us.  Perhaps  they  are  waiting  the  arrival  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
either  to  push  up  the  North  river,  against  the  highland  posts,  or  to 
bend  their  whole  force  against  this  Army,  in  either  case,  the  tnoat 
disastrous  coneequenoes  are  to  be  apprehended.  You  who  nfe  well 
acquainted  withttur  situation,  need  no  arguments  to  eviaoo  the ttanger; 
Use  Bfilitia  Of  this  state  have  run  to  arms,  and  behav«d  with  an 
wider  and  spifit  t£  wbieh  there  m  iew  «zample».    But  fenMreimoea 


ill  enduring  the  rigon  of  military  servioe  is  not  to  be  ezpeoted  from 
thfm  w.ko  ^re  not  hj  profeasion  obliged  to  it  Tbe  teyene  of  this 
opinion  bae  been  a  great  mbfortune  in  oar  affairs,  and  it  ia  higb  time 
we  ftkonid  reeover  from  an  error  of  so  pernioious  a  nature.  We  must 
mbeolutelj  bave  a  foroe  of  a  different  oomposition;  or  we  most  relit- 
qniah  the  eonteak 

la  a  few  daya  we  may  expoet  to  ba?e  to  dc^nd  almeat  wbol^  oft 
oar  Continental  feree,  and  tbia  from  yonr  own  obaemtion^  ia  totally 
ioadeqiiate  to  ow  ealety.  Tbe  exig eaey  ealls  iondlj  vpon  tbe  Slatea 
%o  earry  all  tbe  reoommendations  of  tbe  eemmittee  into  tbe  mea4 
yigoioiui  and  immediate  esecationi  bnl  moat  pertioolar^  tbat  of 
cempleati^  omr  biM^taliona  by  a  draft,  mid  witb  all  tbe  espaUtiott 
possible. 

I  beg  leave  to  advMe^  that  these  ideas  be  all  dearly  baU  ep  to  tbe 
Qtntea.    Whatever  inoonyenieQoe  tbers  auiy  be  in  difiiaiDg  the 
knowledge  ef  onr  eironmstanees^  delicate  as  Uiey  are^  these  is  in  n^ 
opinion,  more  dangec  in  oonsealing  than  diselosing  them. 
•  I  have  the  hon^  to  be,  with  perfect  reapeot  &  esteem. 

Qentlemeo, 
Tear  moat  obedient  &  bnmb  serv'^ 

a.  WASHINQTON. 

Directed^ — Committee  of  Congress  far  eo-epwatioiw 


KiCHOLAS  LuTz  TO  Pres.  Bbbd^  1780. 

Beading,  Jnne  11, 1780.  . 
fSaty 

I  mnst  request  yon  would  inform  Council  tbat  in  Oonseqnenae  of 
your  letter  of  tbe  I*'  of  June,  I  proceeded  immediately  to  pnrehase 
Cattle  &  Sbeep  bnt  found  them  to  be  very  Scarce,  as  there  had  been 
so  many  Butchers  &  drovers  from  Philadelphia  and  other  plaoeS| 
tbat  bad  bought  them  ap  before. 

I  procured  10  Head  of  Cattle  &  40  Sbeep  most  of  which  I  was 
obliged  to  take  according  to  the  Act.  I  would  have  sent  these  down 
immediately  bwl  am  abort  in  ^Saah  to  beav  the  eznenfes  on  their 
way.  If  you  think  proper  to  send  me  an  order  on  the  Treaanry  fat 
a  flnppiy  ef  Gash  L  oould  farwartl  them  immediaiely  withont  thai  I 
ean't  be  abb  to  get  any  body  to  assist  me. 

1  am  jnet  setting  off  to  try  anodier  Soot,  shall  do  what  an  mj 
powmrtoSupnly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
yoyp  Ssoellanoy's  meat 

obedt  and  bnnblo  Servt., 

NICHOLAS  LUTSL 

H.  B.  Bhottld  be  ghid  ymt  would  send  me  an  answer  as  soon  at 
•OBsIblv. 

Directed,— To  His  Eao^Uemj  Jowpb  Bed  Eaqr^  Philadelphu. 
Ill  Post 
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Gov.  Wm.  LiviHasToir  to  Psbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Treatoo,  11*^  Jnne,  1780. 
Kr, 

It  appears  by  a  Letter  from  Lord  Sterling  of  jesterdays  date  that 
tike  Bnemy  weire  still  reinforoing  behind  their  lines  on  Bliiabeth 
Town  point,  and  he  supposes  their  design  is  to  tire  oat  the  militasy 
k  when  they  feave  ns,  to  attaek  the  army,  or  that  they  are  in  daily 
ezpeetations  of  Troops  from  Carolina,  k  wait  till  they  are  able  to 
attack  OS  in  still  greater  foroe  k  make  snre  work  of  it^  ^*  k  he  thinks 
il  will  be  nMMssaiy  to  make  ourselves  as  strong  as  possible  by  get- 
ting in  all  the  militia  we  can." 

As  I  have  had  no  other  oflleial  notice  of  the  Matter  except  the 
ftboTS  Letter,  k  only  received  that,  this  morning,  as  part  of  our 
mHitia  Kve  at  a  prodigioos  distance  from  the  place  invaded,  k  a# 
several  of  oar  Regiments  along  the  frontiers  cannot  be  called  front 
their  own  Ooonties  without  exposing  them  to  the  ravages  of  the 
Refugees ;  it  would  be  of  singular  service  to  the  Common  Cause  to 
have  the  assistance  of  the  militia  of  your  State  as  soon  as  possible— 
I  have  the  honoor  to  be  with  the  greatest  regard, 
Your  EzceUency's  moiit  humble 

k  Obisdieut  Servant, 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON.* 
Directed^ 

(Public  ServioQ,)  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq.,  President  of 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  PennsyU 
imnia,  JPhiladelphia. 

Governor  Livingston* 


Copt — Gekl.  Washington  to  Committeb  of  CoNaaBsa^ 

1780. 

Head  quarters,  Springfield^  June  12%  1780* 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  received  information  which  though  not  offieial,  I  deem  wa^ 
thentic,  that  some  of  the  States  have  taken  up  the  measure  of  aiig« 
aieatuig  their  Battalions  by  a  draft  on  a  less  extensive  footing  than 
was  urged  in  your  circular  letter  of  the  25*^  of  May.  Thoagh  E 
wish  to  pay  in  every  instance  implicit  deference  to  the  determination 
of  the  respective  States,  I  think  it  my  duty,  in,  the  present  crisis, 
once  more  to  declare  wkh  freedom,  that  I  conceive  the  measure  of 
filling  our  battalions  to  their  full  complement,  fundamental  to  a  co- 
eperadon  on  a  large  scalc^That  every  thing  short  of  this  will 
infallibly  compel  us  to  confine  ourselves  to  a  more  defensive  plan, 

#  See  OoL  Bee.,  YoL  XIL,  p.  886. 
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exoept  as  to  some  littie  puiial  indeeisiTe  enterpriies  agtiDst  remote 
points ;  and  will  of  oonrae  disappoint  the  ezpeetations  of  our  allies, 
aad  protnct  the  War. 

The  force  which  has  been  stated  as  neoessarj  is  as  small  as  ean 
give  OS  any  prospect  of  a  decisive  effort.  If  it  is  not  famished  we 
must  renounce  every  hope  of  this  kind.  It  remains  with  the  States 
Ur  realiae  the  consequences.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greaW 
est  respect  and  esteem, 

Gentletnen, 

Your  most  obedient  servanti 

G»  WASHINGTON. 
(Copy.) 
DirecUdy 
The  Committee  of  co-operation. 


COMMITTBB  OF  CONaRESS  AT   CaMP  TO  PrES.   ReBD,  1780. 

.Circular. 

Morris  Town,  June  12;  1780. 
Sir, 

We  have  the  honor  te  enclose  yon  a  copy  of  a  letter  addreswd  te 
us  by  the  Commander  in  Chief.  The  Contents  wiU  advise  you  to 
what  an  alarming  crisis  our  affairs  are  reduced.  The  General 
observes,  with  great  propriety,  that  this  Committee  <'  need  no  argu- 
ments to  evince  the  danger.'^  Indeed  we  do  not ;  our  own  observa- 
tions have  led  to  the  fullest  conviction  that  unless  the  force  stefed 
in  our  second  letter  of  the  25*^  ult.,  is  drawn  inte  the  field  with  a 
celerity  equal  to  the  urgency  of  the  occasion,  the  period  which  is  to 
end  our  liberty  and  commence  the  most  disgraceful  state  of  slavery 
which  human  nature  has  ever  experienced  is  not  far  distant.  But 
dark  and  gloomy  as  the  prospect  is,  America  has  it  in  her  power  to 
dbpel  the  Cloud  by  those  exertions  of  which  she  is  abundantly 
capable,  and  to  which  it  is  her  duty  to  rouse  from  every  considera- 
tion which  can  ^ect  the  human  heart.  W^e  are  most  indubitably 
possessed  of  the  means  wherewith  to  expel  the  enemy  from  every 
part  of  the  Continent,  but  it  requires  a  display  of  that  virtue  which 
distinguished  the  Citizens  of  Kome  when  their  stete  was  as  ours 
now  is,  on  the  brink  of  ruin ;  and  we  trust  Americans  impressed 
with  a  proper  sense  of  the  blessings  of  pe^e,  Liberty  k  Indepen- 
dence will  follow  the  bright  example,  and  evince  to  future  ages  what 
great  minds  are  capable  of  when  driven  to  the  extremity  of  distresm 

We  dare  not  suppose,^  Sir,  efficient  measures  have  not  been 
adopted  by  your  stete  to  oompleat  your  battallions  to  th^  esteblish- 
jnent  recommended  in  the  letter  above  referred  to.  On  the  contrary 
ire  believe  that  the  men  are  raised  or  raising^  but  we  have  to  oonjura 
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jott  to  haaieo  ihem  on  to  iho  Army  iritlioat  a  tnomeot'i  ddlajr.  We 
ijitreat  you  likewise  to  give  the  most  pointed  direction  to  induse  an 
unremitting  attention  to  forward  the  supplies  allotted  to  joor  stata 
to  be  furnished  as  specified  in  onr  letter  of  the  2^  Instant. 

Had  the  Enemy  on  Wednesday  last  parsned,  what  was  generally 
helieved  to  be  their  object,  our  heavy  Gannon  &  stores  wodd  inoTi* 
tably  have  fallen  into  their  hands,  as  our  military  foree  was  Incom- 
petent to  their  protection,  and  the  means  of  eonveying  them  to 
places  more  distant  for  want  of  horses  &  Carriages  out  of  oar  power. 
Since  writing  the  above  a  second  letter  from  the  Gen*  has  been 
handed  us,  a  copy  whereof  we  inclose.  Previous  to  our  recommenda- 
'  tion  to  com  pleat  the  Battallions  to  504  Rank  &  file,  we  had  a  con- 
ference with  the  General  on  t^e  subject,  in  which  the  matter  was 
thoroughly  canvassed  and  the  necessity  of  the  augmentation  clearly 
evinced,  the  reduction  of  Gharles  Town  was  then  still  problematical. 
We  had  even  hopes  that  it  would  have  been  saved,  and  the  Mary- 
land &  Delaware  lines  have  returned  to  this  Army,  which  then, 
with  the  quota  requested  of  the  states  would  have  amounted  to 
about. 25,000  men,  the  number  which  Congress  had  promised  our 
Illustrious  ally  should  be  brought  into  the  field  to  Co-operate  with 
his  troops.  It  is  now  believed  that  Charles  Town  is  reduced,  and 
tbo  troops  which  defended  it  prisoners,  consequently  we  shall  cer- 
tainly not  have  the  Maryland  &  Delaware  troops ;  hence  those  in 
this  carter  will  be  less  by  nearly  three  Thousand  men  than  Our 
eiAiftiato.  We  therefore  most  earnestly  intreat  that  no  deduction 
may  be  made  from  the  numbers  we  have  stated  as  necessary. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  the  greatest  respect  &  Esteem, 
Tour  most  Ob*  servants, 

PH.  SCHITTLER, 
JNO.  MATHEWS, 
NATHL.  PEABODY. 
Directed^ 
To  the  Qovemor  of  the  Stato  of  Pennsylvania. 


GoL.  L.  Nicola  to  Pres«  Rbeb,  1780. 


' ;_ 


I  am  just  favoured  with  your  Ezeelleneies,  &  am  to  inform  yo« 
that  Lt.  Blgham  was  set  off  with  the  Horses  before  I  returned  to 
the  barracks ;  he  complained  to  me  in  the  morning  of  several  delaya 
he  met  with,  particularly  in  procuring  halters. 

His  conduct  has  been  so  reprehensible  that  I  thought  it  necessary 
to  send  for  him  this  morning  ft  tell  him  very  freely  my  opinion 
theteol    In  oonseqnence  of  an  arraBgement  with  Qenl.  Wayne,  I 
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bad  ordered  him  to  set  off  Friday  afternoon  with  all  the  small  par- 
ties in  town  beloogiDg  to  the  annj.  Want  of  arms  &  ammunition 
detained  him  till  Saturday  morning  when  I  directed  him  to  take 
two  deserters  then  in  th^Jiew  Gaol  under  his  csre  3  this  he  neglected. 
He  took  charge  of  the  horses  without  any  orders,  tho  another  officer 
was  appointed  for  that  ssrvioe;  he  took  a  corporal  ft  11  men  of  the 
Maryland  lAnSj  who  were  waiting  here  for  an  officer  to  conduet 
them  to  the  Sonthwardi  without  orders.  I  shonld  have  stopped 
them  had  he  not  told  me  he  knew  not  where  to  procure  other  men, 
&  had  given  them  80  dollars,  which  was  a  needless  waste  of  the 
public  money,  as  they  must  have  gone,  if  ordered,  as  soldiers.  He 
further  told  me  he  would  not  take  them  farther  than  Bristol,  where 
a  Seij*  &  12  men  were  to  wait  for  him,  tho  his  orders  on  Friday 
were  to  march  his  party  to  camp  with  all  expedition. 

A  hessian  Deserter  has  been  with  me,  but  as  he  says  the  enemy 
came  to  the  Jeiseys  on  Tuesday  night  k  he^  deserted  early  the  next 
morning,  cannot  give  any  information,  nor  can  he  tell  how  many 
corps  were  on  the  expedition. 

A  frenob  man,  who  bar  been  in  that  service,  but  produces  a  regu- 
lar discharge,  has  been  with  me  to  enlist ;  he  appears  feeble,  but  he 
says  it  is  owing  to  a  late  sickness.  I  have  sent  him  to  you  to  know 
your  Excellencies  opinion  as  to  his  being  taken  as  a  substitute  or 
vecruit. 

Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  I  am  with  respect 
Tour  Excellen&ies 

Most  obedt.  Servt. 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 

12  June,  use. 
Dtrectedf 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  the  State. 


Jomr  Hatbs,  Jr.,  to  I^bbs.  Exeb,  17S0. 

Northampton  Oounty,  Allen  Township,  Juno  12, 1780. 
Sir, 

I  Reeeved  your  appointment  of  Comisery  of  Purohes  for  the  fed^ 
ral  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  accordingly  have  made  as  much 
Intrest  as  is  in  my  Power  for  To  Purches  Beef  Gattel  or  Sheep  with 
the  Note  of  Credit,  But  I  Could  Not  Pass  any  of  them  But  Tow  in 
Three  Days.  The  Beson  of  their  Not  Passing  in  this  Pairt  is  oft 
account  of  the  old  Purohesers  Which  Bought  up  all  the  Oattel  they 
Gould  on  Their  Credit,  and  the  Peopel  Cannot  Oct  their  Pay  for 
what  they  sold  them  Last  fall  for  to  Discharge  their  Dots  with. 
Which  makes  the  money  so  much  wanted.  I  Wase  Apointed  by 
the  Levts.  of  this  County  for  to  Purches  Beef  and  Sheep  for  the 
malatia  that  is  Called  out  on  the  front  Teers  of  this  Countyi  and  U 

14» 
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Is  with  Great  Deffcotnaltf  that  I  got  them  Saplyed  nntil  Now.  The 
Beef  Gattel  is  very  Scerce  and  havtl  to  be  Got }  if  there  is  not  Sam 
other  waj  Lead  oat  for  to  Snpplej  them  I  will  Oive  up  and  Resino 
ID  J  Post.  If  There  were  Sun  money  in  hand  it  would  Jncorige  the 
Seller  for  to  Give  what  the  Can  Spair,  as  there  is  maney  that  want 
money  for  to  Pay  their  ElAts  with.  tThe  times  is  very  Dangerous 
with  us  at  the  Present.  Last  Satarday  there  ware  an  attaeke  made 
on  the  House  of  Rinehart  By  A  Party  of  Indians  in  the  inomiiig  of 
.  The  were  Thought  to  Be  about  the  Number  of  12  or 
fifteen,  But  did  no  Damage  But  killed  one  Hors.  I  have  Lead  th« 
Case  Before  you  By  these  Lines,  and  want  that  you  would  Send  an 
Answer  By  the  Berer  what  must  be  Don  with  the  malatia  at  Present 
This  is  all  from  your  friend 

and  Humttel  Servent, 

JOHN  HAT8>  JnoBi* 


Fris.  Bbsd  to  Ool*  A.  Lochbt,  1780. 

Sir, 

y  Your  Letter  of  the  Ist  Instf  has  been  duly  received  &  Ammuni- 
tion ord*  according  to  your  Desire.  The  present  State  of  publick 
affairs  of  which  Mr.  Scott  will  give  yon  «  particular  Aocouat,  is  so 
'^alarming  that  we  cannot  at  present  do  any  Thing  farther  for  your 
Belief.  The  Enemy  have  made  a  Lodgment  at  Elizabeth  Town,  in 
New  Jersey^  scarcely  two  Days  Journey  from  this,  &  should  any 
Aetident  t>efal  Gen.  Washington  the  Consequences  would  be  very 
fatal  to  this  City — at  all  Events  he  requires  our  Supfli-t*-We  must 
therefore  on  this  Occasion  entreat  you  to  use  every  Exertion  for  yonr 
own  Safety  within  your  Beaoh^We  are  much  conoerned  to  find  so 
many  Accidents  befal  the  Supplies  sent  into  the  back  Counties.  At 
the  same  Time  that  you  desire  Losses  replaced  we  think  you  would 
do  well  to  inquire  into  the  Causes  of  these  real  or  pretended  Acci- 
dents &  bring  Persons  to  some  Account,  as  we  cannot  but  think 
there  must  be  acme  Imposition. 

Your  Intentions  to  go  ag*  the  Indians  are  very  pleasing  to  me  ft  I 
Jbav9  na  Doubt  the  Example  will  prove  very  uaefuL  The  Bem^val 
of  the  fi^oorda  may  also  nave  been  a  very  proper  Measure,  aa  Loosea 
of  that  Nature  are  irretnavable. 

No  Petition  has  been  sent  here  against  yoa  or  a  Copy  ahoald  have 
beeli  forwarded  as  yoa  desiro'^Aa  we  are  sensible  that  Prajudioes  k 
Beaentments  are  often  hastily  taken  up  ag^  publiok  officers  we  do 
not  trust  them  without  due  Inquiry. 

,  When  you  see  Col.  Proctor  vou  will  inform  him  I  have  deceived 
bis  Latter  whieh  tdia  Hairy  of  the  Meaeenger  does  not  give  mo  lime 

*  See  GoL  Reo.,  Yd.  XU.,  p.  876. 
t  ^^  VH^  282. 
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to  «n«W!6r — Ton  irffl  thevefira  oommiwioatA  this  to  him,  ft  Im 
tasured  that  every  Thing  will  be  done  for  yow  Belief  whieh  our  Gi» 
eircumstanoee  will  admit 

■  I  ^m  in  Haste  Sir, 

yonr  Friend  &  Hbble  Serr. 
Indorsed. 

1780,  Jane  12th^  to  Colonel  Archibald  Loohry^  Lieut:  of  W 
County. 


Pbks.  Reed  to  Chaeles  Wilson  Pealb,  1780, 

Sir, 

The  Council  return  you  their  Thanks  for  the  obliging  Mark  of 
your  Attention  this  morning  by  pnesenting  th^  P^MTtvait  m  the  late 
worthy  President  Wharton.  A  Gbaraeter  so  amiable  ft  dis^gvishod 
in  the  great  Contest  eannot  be  toe  much  honoured  or  his  Kemem- 
brance  too  well  preser^d.  It  will  therefore  be  pkoed  neatp  the  Pov^ 
trait  of  our  excellent  Gen.,  with  whom  in  his  Station  be  so  nobly^ft 
fidtfafixlly  co*operated. 

I  am  Sir,  your  most  obed.  ft 

very  Hbbl.  Setv. 
Indorsed^ 

1780,  June  12tb,  To  Charles  Wilson  Peale,  Esq. 


1^88.  Reed  to  Col.  John  Pipbb,  1780. 

Kr,  •        ^ 

Your  Favour  of  the  5th  June*  was  duly  received.  ^  We  have  obi- 
served  with  much  Concern  that  Supplies  of  Ammunition  intended 
for  the  Frontiers  as  well  as  other  Articles  sent  by  casual  Opportoni' 
ties  «ldom  arrive  at  the  Place  of  tbeir  Destination  without  mneh 
Loss.  The  Bearer  of  this,  Mr.  Campbell,  not  going  back  thro  your 
County  we  have  deferred  sending  the  Ammunition  requested  till  a 
good  Oppy  offers.  But  we  would  reqtMst  you  on  all  Occasions  of 
this  kind  to;  mention  the  Quantity  ft  to  send  some  suitaMe  Persos 
allways  to  take  Care  of  it.  We  find  much  more  Difficulty  in  tho 
Means  of  Transportation  than  procuring  the  Articles. 

The  publick  Business  has  sometimes  been  delayed  a  whole  Day 
while  Members  of  the  Coundl  were  employed  in  looking  for  Waggona 
or  fiprses — which  is  not  only  inconvenient  but  degrading. 

I  do  not  mention  these  Circumstances  as  discouraging  to  you  to 
apply  when  &  for  what  is  necessary  but  that  the  Business  may  be 
conducted  with  more  Advantage  to  you  ft  Care  to  us— ^As  it  will 
*  Sse.PMt^  30S. 
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•Uways  giye  vs  PleaBore  to  ifford  all  poadble  Bdiaf  &  gratify  tfvetf 
feaaonaua  EzpeotatioA— -I  am 

Sir  your  obed.  Hbbl.  3enr.| 

JOS.  REED. 
Directed^ 

Col.  John  PipeTi  Bedford. 
Indonedy 
1780^  Jane  18tb,  To  Colonel  John  Piper. 


CHABLB0  PbTTH  to  P&B8.  £beD|  1780. 

Philadelphia,  18  Jane,  1780. 
Sir, 

•  I  had  the  honor  to  present  to  yoar  Ezoellenby  on  the  27th  of 
Aprili  the  Drangfat  of  Gongreer  on  the  President  &  Council  of  the 
Stale  of  Pennsj^vania  for  two  hundred  tbouaand  Dollars,  which  I 
am  informed  has  not  yet  been  transmitted  to  the  State  Treasurer. 
As  that  order  is  now  my  only  resonroe  for  contingent  ezpences,  I 
must  request  it  may  be  directed  to  the  Treasurer  for  payment  that  I 
may  be  enabled  to  draw  the  money  as  he  can  find  it  convenient  to 
pay  it. 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  yery  respectfully 

Tour  Excellency's 

most  obed^  Ser?*, 

CHARLES  PETTIT 

A.  Q.^.  Gen>.» 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


OoL.  SahvieIi  Rba  for  OoL.  Ohambbrs  to  Pbbs*  Bbbd, 

1780. 

Lower  Smithfield,  y«  14"^  of  Jane,  1780. 
7o  The  Honourable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  in  &  for  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Qentlemen, 

Col.  Rea  Beiqg  indisposed  With  a  Plueritick  Disorder  Hath 
Directed  me  to  3end  to  Your  Board  for  the  Arms  Ammunition  & 
JWesisarry  Equipment  For  the  Yolantier  Company  Raised  in  this 
County  As  also  four  Instructions  for  Their  Distination  and  Service 
they  are  To  Perform.    We  Have  Concluded  to  Muster  Them  On 

*  Bee  Colon.  Bee.,  YoL  XIL,  p.  895. 
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thimday  ibe  22-<  Instant  at  Eaaton  Where  they  WUl  Be  funushed 
with  their  Arms  If  ap?ed  And^  Ordered  to  the  Care  and  Charge  of 
Gap*  Johannes  Vanetton  The  Bearer  M'  Ab*  V.  Cortright  Will 
leoeiTe  and  Take  Charge  of  the  Above  Articalea  I  Have  Nothing 
Sew  to  relate  the  S^agctf  Have  Not  been  Seen  hier  Since  the 
iBgagement  of  Cap*  Vanetten. 

I  am  Gentlemen, 

With  mnoh  Respect 

Tour  Hum.  Serv*., 

JOHN  CHAMBERS,  S.  L* 
Directed^ 

(On  Publiok  Service,)  To  His  Ezoelloncj  Joseph  Reed,  President 
of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  In  &  for  the  State  of  Pennsjlvap 
nia^  fttt  Philadelphia. 


James  Clatpoole,  Shbf.  to  Pres.  Rbed,  1789. 

Spruce  Street,  U^  Jane,  1780. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  your  intimation  I  now  have  the  Honor  of  relating  to 
jour  Excellency  some  particulars  respecting  the  Sheriff's  Office  as 
it  regards  myself. 

Mr.  William  Masters  and  Col.  William  Coats  were  retum'd  to  His 
late  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton  Esquire,  the  then  President  and 
the  Hon^'*  Supreme  Executive  Council  as  Sheriff's  Elect  in  Octdber 
1776  continued  uncommissioned  as  Sheriffs  Elect  and  appointed  by 
Council  but  without  Commission  or  actios  till  the  said  President 
and  Council  the  13'^  of  June  1777  were  pleased  to  Commission  me 
on  Mr.  Masters  finally  declining  to  act  or  Qualifye.  I.  continued  to 
do  what  business  came  to  the  Office  'till  September  following  and  in 
October  the  British  Army  having  taken  possession  of  the  City  and 
great  part  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia  no  Oeneral  Election  was 
held  for  said  County  except  at  the  upper  District  at  Jacob  Wents's 
and  no  return  as  I  understand  except  for  Members  of  the  general 
Assembly — ^During  the  Reaidenoe  of  the  English  in  Philadelphia  no 
one  was  either  commissioned  or  apointed  'till  on  my  return  from 
General  Washington's  Head  Quarters  to  York  Town  in  May  1778 
I  had  a  Letter  from  The  £U>n^'''  George  Bryan  Esquire  signifying  a 
desire  I  should  oome  down  to  Lancaster  where  I  received  a  Commis* 
sion  as  Sheriff  18^  of  June  and  came  down  to  Philadelphia  as  soon 
as  possible  and  on  the  IS^th  of  October  following  was  returned  with 
Mr.  Christopher  Ludwig  as  Sheriff  Elect  and  likewise  at  the  follow* 
kig  which  was  the  last  general  Election  so  that  I  have  been  but 
twice  eleeted  to  that  Office— I  beg  leare  to  mention  to  your  Excel* 
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lenoy  that  I  have  executed  the  Offiee  under  peculiar  diaadvautqieB 
Buch  as  the  great  Diffioaltj  of  procuring  suitable  Aaaiatants  so  many 
of  our  Citieens  being  engaged  in  the  Army  departmenta  and  the 
lowness  of  the  fees  they  being  during  the  tiaae  of  nay  first  Commis- 
sion only  the  same  nominal  sum  altho  it  woarid  not  purchase  abore 
one  third  it  would  formerly  they  were  increased  two  for  one  at  La» 
caster  just  before  my  second  appolAtment  at  which  rate  and  three  for 
one  the  fees  continued  'till  some  time  in  December  last  when  they 
were  increased  to  Thirty^  unt^l  which  time  the  Execution  of  the 
Office  brought  me  manifestly  and  unavoidably  in  Debt  more  especi- 
ally in  every  Instance  of  Executing  Process  at  any  distance  from  the 
City  when  the  necessary  expenses  to  myself  have  frequently  cost  me 
more  than  ten  times  that  all  the  fees  have  amounted  to  and  for 
which  I  have  in  no  way  received  any  compensation  and  increased  as 
the  fees  now  are  require  the  best  (Economy  to  afford  a  sufficiency 
for  the  support  of  myself  and  Officers  I  beg  leave  to  add  that  if  I 
should  by  any  means  be  deprived  of  having  the  Office  another  year, 
after  tfiS  ensuing  Election  I  know  of  no  way  by  which  I  should  be 
enabled  to  make  np  for  Deficiencies  of  the  fees  for  the  far  greatest 
part  of  the  time  past — I  hope  your  Excellency  will  pardon  the 
length  of  this  and  am, 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant, 

JAMES  CLAYPOOLE,  Sberifii 
IXreeUdy 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esquire,  Preudent  of  the  Supreme 
Bxeealive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


CoE.  Andrew  BoTD  to  Prbs.  BbeP)  178ft. 

Sadsbary,  14th  June,  1880. 
Sir, 

I  was  honour'd  with  your  Excellencies  Letter,  resp^rcting  the  hyrc 
of  Teams  for  the  publiek  service,  and  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  dial 
that  plan,  though  well  calculated  to  serve  the  publiek  demand,  and 
not  to  injure  tbo  Farmers,  has  not  answered  the  end  proposed,  nor 
do  I  ezspect  that  we  shall  be  capable  of  supplying  the  Quarter 
Master  department  with  one  Brigade  of  Waggons,  but  by  ootupulsive 
measures,  however  disagreeable  that  mode  may  be. 

They  greater  part  of  the  Teams  in  this  County  that  waa  formerly 
employed  in  the  public  service  hath  either  sold  them  to  the  pnUick 
or  is  now  employed  in  farming,  and  them  that  do  yet  exist  ia 
engaged  at  the  bead  of  Elk  ;  it  is  hard  that  this  Connty  should  be 
called  on  for  their  quota  of  Waggons,  and  have  a  number  of  (Teami 
constantly  employed  in  doing  the  business  that  belongs  to  another 
StatC;  that  quarter  has  allways  prevented  us  in  tliis  County  of  sop- 
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pljiog  the  pablick  with  Waggons,  under  the  law,  the  aervioe  at  Elk 
is  more'  easy,  and  Forrage  more  plenty  than  at  or  near  the  Army ; 
which  induces  the  owner  of  Teams  to  prefer  that  service  to  any  other. 
I  iiaye  the  honour  to  be, 
with  lauoh  respect, 

your  Excellencies  very  Hnmble  ServLi 

ANDW.  BOYD,  W.  M.  G.  0.  0. 
,J)%r€ciedf 

His  Excellencji  Joseph  Beed^  President^  Philadelphia. 


Abchibald  McElbot  to  Pees.  Kjeed,  1780. 

Sir, 

Ab  an  officer  of  the  Militia  I  beg  leave  to  lay  a  state  id  things  befon 
you  thai  I  Could  Wish  to  have  Kemedy  if  possible.  JL  have  Beceiv' 
Orders  to  have  the  Battalion  I  Command  in  Constant  readiness. 
Should  the  be  wanted,  which  I  Wish  to  do  with  great  Pleasure,  but 
we  have  no  arms  fit  for  Use,  or  third  the  Compliment  we  ought  to 
jMive  of  any  kind.  As  I  am  Informed  there  is  a  Great  Number  of 
guns  Dispersed  through  the  County,  I  have  to  Request  you  to  sivo 
Orders  to  bave  them  Collected  and  put  in  Order.  I  have  AppTv'd 
to  Mr.  H^rt|  o^r  Lieut.,  and  have  not  heard  of  any  Move  in  that 
matter  yet }  the  Militia  on  the  Old  Establishment  Complains  much 
that  the  former  fines  has  not  been  Collected,  and  the  Torys  triumph 
in  and  Expect  it  will  be  the  Case  Under  this  New  Jaw,  This 
Negleat  in  the  former  officers  has  hurt  the  spirit  of  the  well  affected 
people  hear  as  the  have  Attended  or  paid  on  Muster  days,  whilst 
the  others  has  made  sport  of,  them.  The  late  Kesolve  of  Counsel 
for  the  Inlisting  two  men  Out  of  Each  Company  is  not  Comply 'd 
with  yet,  hear  the  men  is  to  be  had,  but  Expect  a  Large  Bounty. 
As  I  have  no  Directions  how  to  do  in  the  Matter,  I  Could  wish  it 
was  put  on  such  a  footing  soon  so  as  to  Answer  all  the  Good  purpose 
Government  Intended  it  for. 

Sir,  I  am.  With  J&espect  and  Differancci 

ARCH.  MoELROT. 
Bristol)  June  15. 

Directed^ 
His  Exeellenoy;  Joseph  Reed|  &o. 
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Colo.  Ch&istophbr  Edcher  to  Pbes.  Beed,  1780, 

Lebanon;  June  15tb;  1780. 
Sir, 

By  Mr.  Phillip  Weiser  Yonr  Excellency  will  Receive  the  Roll  of 
the  Officers  of  the  Seeond  Battalion  of  Lancaster  Goanty  Militiai  To 
Whom  Ton  will  be  Pleased  to  Grant  Gommiasions. 

The  Pressing  Demands  and  Penetrative  Reqaesta  of  the  well 
Affected  People  for  the  Golleotion  of  the  Old  Fines,  Necessitating 
me  to  make  Application  for  Yonr  Excelleno/s  Order  and  Direction 
In  the  Premises,  to  Attone  the  Heavy  Complaints  of  the  Good  Peo- 
ple who  have  allways  Rendered  their  Personal  Services  in  the 
Militia,  and  to  Silence  the  Ridicule  and  Tantalizing  of  the  Disaf- 
fected, who  never  have  done  any  Duty,  neither  in  Person  nor  in  the 
Pecuniary  Way. 

Should  Your  Excellency  be  Pleased  with  the  Recommendation  of 
Mr.  Adam  Orth,*  then  it  is  hoped  You  will  Please  to  Direct  him  to 
put  the  Law  in  Execution  against  such  as  were  Delinquent  under 
the  Late  Militia  Law,  and  to  Prevent  to  Total  Pernicious  Oonse* 
quenoe  which  will  Attend  the  Collection  of  the  New  Fines,  before 
the  Old  shall  be  ^lly  Discharged.  i 

Your  Excellency  will  Therefore  take  the  Premises  in  Consideration, 
and   Grant  the  Good    People  Such  Reasonable  Satisfaction,  *  and 
Enable  the  Present  Officers    to  discharge  the  Farther  Servioea 
Required  of  them,  as  Your  Excellency  Shidl  think  Proper. 
I  am,  with  due  Respect, 
Your  Excellency's  most  Obedt.  Humb.  Servant^ 

GHRISTOPH  KDCHER,  8.  L.  L.  C. 
Directed^ 

On  Public  Service. 

To  his  Excellency,  Joa.  Reed,  President,  at  Philadelphia. 

FavQored  per  Mr.  Weiser. 


GffLO.  JOHK  HaNNUM  to  P&Ed.  BtBD,  1780. 

Bradford,  June  W\  1780. 
Sir, 

Pursuant  to  your  orders  I  have  Collected  Twenty  Eisht  Cattle 
and  one  Hundred  and  one  Sheep — All  that  I  conld  ooTleet  in  so 
short  a  time,  having  not  recv^  your  Orders  till  the  Eleventh  Inst ;  they 
are  not  so  good  as  I  oould  wish,  but  They  are  the  beat  that  I  could 
get.    It  gives  me  Concern  that  the  army  is  reduced  to  the  Extremity 

*See  Col.  Beo.,  ToL  XII.,  p.  892. 
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tbey  ArOy  b«il^  w«Il  teswred  thit  «tto  paiioii  i»ay  B«  fbviid  thai 
will  Engageno  faniBh  the  peDnajlvania  Troopa  with  Evety  neeesery 
proTisioMy  And  to  suffer  Death  the  Day  They  are  Deetitnie  thereof. 
You  will  please  To  Order  Gapt*  SimiBfion  to  Reeeve  the  Am*  of  Two 
Thousand  pouftdsi  the  Etpeaae  Inour'd  in  fomiaUilg  the  said  Oatib 
aad  sheep. 

I  Benaiii)  with  all  Due  Beapeot, 

your  Boet  Obt.^  Huvsh.  8ert., 

JOHN  HANN0M, 
Bis  Etcselleucy  Joseph  Beed^  Esq. 


Pres.  of  Congrbbb  to  Pubs.  Bbbb,  1780. 

Ciroular. 
Sir, 

Gonmss  repeat  their  applications  to  your  State*  They  would 
willingly  hope  that  their  former  representations  have  not  been 
ineffectual,  and  that  thd  States  are  patsuttig  measures  to  eaable 
our  armies  to  take  the  field  with  a  force  superior  to  that  of  the 
Enemy,  and  with  such  ample  Supplies  of  provisions  as  will  not  only 
maintain  thetii  U  plraty^  bat  enable  the  Coflsmander  in  Chief  if 
necessary  on  any  extraordinary  occasion  to  avail  himself  of  the  aid 
of  the  milUia.  But  on  these  hopes  Congress  dare  not  rely,  every 
moment  presses.  It  is  necessary  they  should  have  the  most  expiioK' 
•ftraraaoes  not  dnly  that  their  requisitions  will  be  compiled  with  but 
thaisooh  eompliaoee  will  be  as  immediate  as  thepublto  wante  ari 
mgeat  The  letters  liom  our  Committee  at  Head  quarters  to  yon, 
Slale  thoae  wants  without  exaggeration.  They  state  eome  faeti 
•Ad  leave  to  ydur  judgemente  to  Supply  others  which  it  would  hav« 
heea  impreper  to  Commit  to  paper.  The  object  of  this  address  ia 
Pkly  to  enforce  their  requests  and  to  entreat  you  not  to  repose  youi 
Safety  upon  the  spirit  and  vigilance  of  others  while  any  meana 
within  yout  own  power  are  Irft  untried.  The  present  oceasion  catls  fof 
Ihe  united  foroe  of  Amerioa.  It  gives  us  great  oonsolat&on  that  not* 
withstanding  the  difficulties  in  which  we  are  involved  the  vseourees 
of  the  staes  if  SpeedUy  appUed,  are  Sufficient  to  relieve  «t  from 
them. 

Eveiy.  State  in  ibe  uiuon  m  bound  by  the  Strongest  ObligatioM 
to  afford  us  their  aid,  and  we  trust  that  at  thia  oritieal  emergency^ 
no  present  ease  or  convenience  of  individuals  will  be  put  in  com- 
petition with  the  laating  happiness  of  millions — ^That  the  rulers  of 
States  will  not  hesitate  to  exert  their  utmost  authority  and  that 
the  people  have  too  much  understanding  to  refuse  a  temporary  Sub- 
Mtsion  to  sueh  vigorous  exertions  as  are  necessary  to  Secure  them 
ffom  eontiDued  oppression  &  established  Tyranny. 

A  oootmon  couneil  involves  the  power  of  direetioik    Let  not  out 
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\  be  eheokwl  or  eontrolM  by  the  negligenee  or  partial  Tiewi 
and  interest  of  seperateoommuDities  while  they  profess  to  be  member^ 
of  ooe  body-— too  long  have  the  dearest  interests  of  Amerioa  been 
saerifioed  to  present  Ease.  Too  many  of  ns  have  slept  in  false 
aeonrity*  Let  ua  awake  before  the  season  for  sncoessfnl  exertion  is 
passed.  Judge  you  whether  the  loss  of  Charlestown  and  the  aitn*^ 
ation  of  your  grand  army  does  not  call  for  every  spirited  effort. 
The  objects  whieh  claii^  your  immediate  attention,  are  clearly 
pointed  out  by  the  requisitions  of  Coogress  and  their  committee  at 
Head  quarters.  Let  them  be  complied  with.  Enable  ns  to  co- 
operate vigorously  with  the  Fleets  and  armies  of  our  ally,  and  we 
may  reasonably  hope  through  the  blessing  of  divine  providence  for  a 
speedy  and  happy  termination  of  a  controversy  which  is  to^ive  free- 
dom and  Independence  to  millione. 

By  order  of  Congress, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President 
Philadelphia,  June  15th,  1780. 

Hia  ExoeHeney  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


J08BPH  Hart  to  Prbs.  Bbsd,  1780. 

Warminster,  Jany  ISth,  1780. 
fioii.  Sir, 

At  my  return  from  the  Oonrt  this  afternoon,  I  rood.  Connmla 
Letter  of  the  13th,  with  a  Eesolve  of  Oonncil  for  ordering  four  Glasses 
of  the  Militia  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  &c., — and 
BCHne  other  papers  Enclosed ;  and  Coonoil  may  be  assured  that  no 
time  shall  be  lost  in  lettin/r  the  Collonela  know  of  ad.  Resolve,  bni 
fear  it  will  impeade  the  raising  the  Volunteers,  which  now  seems  to 
be  going  on  prety  cleverly,  and  I  am  in  hopes  to  have  i  the  number 
ready  to  send  down  in  the  Begining  of  Next  Week.  The  loss  of 
Charfea  Town  is  a  most  allarming  Circumstance,  and  ought  to 
rouse  every  American  to  the  highest  Kxertion,'  but  I  fear  it  will  have  a 
very  contrary  Bffiect  with  many. 

We  JM  but  few  Ind<*  this  Court,  and  but  one  Jury  Tryal,  which 
was  a  Fellow  for  Stealing  a  horse  he  suffered  all  the  Punishoaent 
directed  by  the  late  act  of  assembly,  and  his  Ears  remains  yet 
Nailed  to  the  pillory. 

I  am  Hond.  Sir, 

Tour  most  obedt  humble  Servt 
JOSEPH  HART. 

P.  S.  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  add  a  Coppy  of  a  Letter  I  have  joat 
reed,  from  Doctr.  Mcllvain,  which  you  have  in  his  own  Words  aa 
foUoweth.  <<  Bristol  June  y6ldthl780  Dr.  Sir  Being  in  Philad. 
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about  ten  days  ago  I  waited  on  hta  Ezoellenoj  Qovernoor  Reed,  to 
ask  him  a  few  questions  relative  to  the  Determination  of  Council  on 
Mr.  McElrojs  Case  He  informed  me  that  what  was  done  was  in 
Consequence  of  a  Letter  from  one  of  the  Sub  Lieuts.  of  the  Countji 
but  upon  a  full  and  clear  State  of  the  Circumstances  delivered  in 
writing  by  you  to  Conncil,  that  they  would  take  up  the  matter  again 
and  giye  their  opinions  accordingly.  I  promised  to  give  you  the 
above  Notice  and  hope  you  will  get  the  affair  finally  adjusted  witb 
that  Expedition  which  your  ffood  senoe  points  out  absolutely  nesses- 
sary  at  our  present  juncture,  I  am  with  much  Esteem  your  humble 
Servt.  WILLIAM  McILVAIN. 

Now  what  your  Excellency  desires  of  me  more  than  I  have  already 
done,  I  oannoi  tell,  for  previous  to  the  granting  the  Commission  I 
stated  the  matter  to  Council  (in  a  Letter)  as  fully  as  I  oonld  do  il 
now,  and  upon  which  I  shall  rest  the  matter  till  I  hear  again  from 
you. 

JOSEPH  HAET. 
J)ireeted^ 

His  Bzeelleney  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  aapreme 
Ezeevtive  Council  fto.,  Philadelphia. 


JosBPH  Hart  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1780. 

June  15th,  1780^  at  4  in  the  afternoon. 
Hon.  Sir, 

I  just  now/eoeM  yours  of  the  14th  &  15th,  Instant  together  with  the 
Crim&e.y  &o,y  and  am  sorry  to  say  we  are  not  as  foreward  with  the 
recruits  as  I  could  wish.  In  mine  of  yesterday  I  mentioned  i  being 
ready  to  send  down  in  the  begining  of  next  week,  and  I  do  not 
think  more  than  that  can  be  done,  as  I  find  many  of  them  are  not 
yet  Inliflted,  and  a  general  backwardness  to  the  Service  is  but  too 
obvious.  None  of  the  men  are  yet  attested  tho  many  have  Signed 
the  Inlistments ;  as  that  may  bo  done  when  they  are  Collected 
ready  to  march.  I  shall  psy  due  obedience  to  this  Resolve  of 
Council  for  Collecting  the  Publick  arms  &  Disarming  the  dioaffeeted 
as  far  as  lies  in  my  power;  but  for  2  or  3  Days  past  have  been 
aomewhat  Indisposed^  tho  not  quite  laid  by. 
1  am  Hon.  Sir, 

your  most  obedt. 

and  very  Humble  Servt. 

JOSEPH  HART. 
Directedf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esqr.  President  of  the  suprema 
Executive  Council  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania^ 
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Chaisiiah  Wirtz  to  Pass.  Bsbd,  1780. 

Lanoastor,  Jane  16Ui,  1780. 
Sir, 

As  1  bave  no  other  Obj«ot  in  View  bnt  the  good  of  my  Country, 
t  am  induo'd  to  be  more  Troublesome  to  Oouncil  than  I  could  wish 
^be. 

.  It  would  be  a  yery  disagreeable  Task  to  Perplex  and  Tiese  your 
Attention,  was  it  not  realy  neeeasaryy  Therefore,  let  me  assure  you 
that  the  daily  supplies  which  are  required  from  this  County  cannoli 
be  procured  on  the  present  mode  adopted.  The  terms  foentioued  by 
the  President  in  a  Letter  of  Slst  Ult.,  I  have  strictly  attended  to^ 
but  on  such  mild  prinoiples  nothing  will  be  procured.  If  Gknerom 
Terms  are  too  long  offered  Council  will  effectually  be  sensible  of  the 
Delay  which  perhaps  may  be  attended  with  111  Consequences.  I 
should  conceive  it  highly  necessary  to  proceed  according  to  Law,  in 
the  Exeeuthm  of  which  a  few  Militia  would  not  be  amiss  to  obtain 
the  sufficient  Quantity  demanded ;  of  the  Propriety  of  this  Oonmoil 
Will  please  to  give  their  oipinieny  aAd  tmch  further  InitriidtioBe  as 
they  shall  think  fit,  together  with  the  amendments  made  sinee  tb4 
adjournment  of  the  Assembly.  Col.  Blair  has  resumed  his  request 
for  one  thousand  Barrells  of  Flower. 

This  you  will  receive  "^  Express,  would  be  fond  of  y'  Immediate 
Answer. 

I  have  wrote  to  the  president,  but  have  received  no  Instmctiona 
sinoe. 
Directed, 

Public  Servioe. 

His  Excellency,  Joaeph  Beed,  Esq.,  Presid*  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Philadelphia. 

Per  Express. 


Phillip  Maestsllbr  to  Pr».  Rabb,  1780. 

Lebanon,  June  I6t1i,  1780. 
Sir, 

A  Fatcket  from  yonr  ExoeHency,  Inclosing  a  Number  of  CeHaft* 
cateSy  The  Act  for  procuring  an  immediate  Supply  of  Provisions  fof 
the  Army,  and  an  Appointment  as  one  of  the  Oommisaioners,  came 
duly  to  Hand  on  the  Evening  of  the  7th  Inst.  I  must  confess  how- 
ever willing  and  ready  I  am  to  serve  my  Country,  nothing  less  than 
BO  brave  Soldiers  in  Distress  as  those  of  the  United  States,  could 
ever  have  induced  tiie  to  undertake  so  weighty  and  troublesome  a 
Task  in  my  present  declining  State  of  Health ;  but  considering  wfaal 
Time  would  be  losv  should  I  decline  this  Service,  until  your  Excel- 
lency should  have  Notice  thereof,  and  make  another  appointment,  I 
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Bat  out  tbe  afiernoon  of  the  Day  followiDg,  and  haye  since  pnrcliaaei 
-31,  and  seiied  18,  amonntiiig  in  tke  mhoie  to  44  Head  of  Oattle,  as 
yon  will  obeerTe  by  tbe  indoaed  Aooomnt.  All  of  th«m  eatable  and 
fit  for  iiimediale  nae.  The  13  Head  of  Cattle  aeised  I  took  from  a 
eertain  Adam  Ridrard,  a  noted  Drover  and  Dealer  in  Hu^  Money,, 
frrai  Chester  County,  wbo  kas  taken  Um  greatest  Pains  to  reprasent 
o«r  Cause  and  tbe  Continental  Money  in  the  Uaekest  Dyeimaginable, 
in  dider  to  dispose  of  the  Metal  he  was  dealing  in  to  the  greateat 
advantage  to  himself^  therefbre,  was  rery  glad  to  embrace  thisOppoi^ 
tanity  to  oifrb  bis  pemleioos  Designs  in  some  Measure. 

Tbe  Cattle  fit  for  iaaedinte  Use  are  exceedingly  searoe  and  har4 
ta'be  had  wider  the  Rnle- Established  and  laid  down  in  the  Law^ 
neverthelesfl^  it  is  with  Pleasure  I  inform  your  Exeellency  ^t  the 
whole  of  this  Drove,  (except  the  IS)  I  procured  with  tbe  CoDsent  of 
the  Owners  without  Colour  of  Seizure ;  from  the  well  disposed  Fech 
jrie  out  ef  «flfiMstion  and  good  Will,  and  irom  the  Disaffected  ont  of 
Foar.  And  hope,  if  neoessaiy,  to  be  able  in  about  10  or  12  Days  to 
tfond  about  40  or  50  more,  without  scouring  the  North  and  8ottik 
Meuatains,  which  must  be  done  in  Case  of  any  further  Demands.   - 

¥ow  fixoellency  will  please  to  observe  that  many  of  the  wealthy 
Msnonists  and  others  wlio  live  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  LancsBtex^ 
Maufaetm  and  Cooostegoe,  drive  Flocks  St  Cattle  over  the  Moun- 
tains in  the  Spring  Season,  to  the  great  Distress  of  the  poor  Inbabl- 
tants ;  Those  Men  undoubtedly  have  them  to  spare,  otherwise  they 
would  keep  them  on  their  own  Farms,  and  thereforo  ongfat  to  be 
taken  from  them ;  but  this  can  not  be  done  without  the  iuBsistanoe 
•ft  10  or  12  Men  to  drive  them  together,  which  would  be  attended 
with  Extra  Chai^ges.  TherofcHre  wait  your  Excellency's  partioular 
Instructions  in  the  Premises. 

The  Expence  of  collecting  and  drivine  the  Cattle  is  so  very  high, 
(being  oat  of  money  and  shall  not  be  able  to  pay  for  the  Expence  of 
those  already  procured)  should  therefbre  be  glad  that  some  Money 
would  be  sent  by  the  Bearer  to  deb^j  the  Charges,  otherwise  can 
send  no  more  Cattle. 

Xa  a  former  Letter  your  Excellency  bjw  been  pleased  to  reqiiest 
me  to  have  my  old  Accounts,  as  Pay  Master,  in  Readines  for  a  Set- 
tlement; in  Answer  to  which  I  would  beg  Leare  to  mention  That 
iny  Accounts  are  fully  settled,  excepting  Five  Thousand  pounds, 
being  the  last  Monies  drawn  in  Consequence  of  an  Order  from  the 
Hon^ble  Council,  which  I  shall  settle  by  the  very  first  Opportunityi 
fiodiDg  a  small  Ballance  due  to 
four  Excellency's  moat 

Obed't  humble  Servt, 

P.  MAB8TELLEB. 
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fiir. 

The  inclosed  Aooonnt  of  Pvrchaees,  together  with  the  InoideDtal 
Charges  thereon,  at  first  View  may  appear  high,  but  Considering  the 
JBtate  of  onr  Money,  the  Soarcity  of  Beef  Cat^e,  and  the  Inoonve- 
Aienois  of  procuring  them,  I  flatter  my  self  of  having  Bought  thea 
reasonable,  they  being  of  Such  a  Sise  and  Quality  ra&er  beyond  my 
£rst  Expectation.  The  wh(de  of  the  Charges  I  have  added  to  tha 
Hour  of  Starting  the  Cattle  for  Philada.  The  Expence  from  this 
plsoe  down  cannot  be  ascertained  until  the  drovers  return. 

Mr.  Edwards  has  delivered  me  4  Head,  and  trying  to  get  mon^ 
and  means  to  deliver  me  Cattle  to  the  amount  of  the  PnUic  Money 
he  imprudently  made  use  of;  and  hopes  that  this  will,  in  some 
Measure,  Attone  for  his  former  Conduct,  when  he  shall  deliver  me 
the  remainder  of  the  Cattle  I  shall  give  him  an  order  on  the  H. 
Council.  « 

Kespeoting  the  11  Head  of  Cattle  charged  in  &e  name  of  Adam 
Orth  ;  2  of  them  I  purchased  from  him|  1  was  my  own  property,  and 
Ahe  Remaining  8  I  purchasedtfKpm  Sundry  Persons  at  the  prieeS| 
makii^  in  the  whole  the  Actual  Prioe  Charged  in  the  account,  and 
gaTd  my  own  Cash  and  Ifotes  for  them,  as  they  belos^d  to  such 
People  who  had  already  p*  their  Taxes,  and  did  not  indine  to  take 
Certificates,  and  I  did  not  like  to  take  them  by  Seizure,  finding  the 
People  ready  to  sell  for  the  Money ;  Therefore,  hope  your  Exoel- 
leney  will  send  me,  by  the  bearer,  Mr.  Weiser,  the  £4372  10,  and 
the  further  Sum  of  £2000  for  Expences  paid  and  Cash  advanoed  to 
Mr.  Weiser  for  driving  the  Cattle  to  Philada.  Should  this  not  be 
done  I  cannot  attempt  procuring  any  more  Cattle,  as  I  hare  not  Moi^ 
to  besr  mj  Expences  one  day.  I  have  the  Honour  to  Subscribe 
myself, 

Your  ExceUency's  Very  Humble  Servt., 

P.  MARSTELLEB.* 

Joseph  Beed,  Esq.,  President. 


PftBS.  Bbbd  to  Gk)TBBiroB  Lbb,  of  Mabtlakd,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  very  interesting  &  alarming  Accounts  received  from  Gamp, 
which  I  doubt  are  also  commuDicated  to  your  Excellency,  the  pres- 
sing Necessity  of  filling  up  the  Continental  Line  k  reserving  the 
various  Supplies  of  the  Country  for  immediate  publick  Use,  have 
induced  this  Board  to  lay  a  general  Embargo  on  all  Vessels.  But 
you  must  be  sensible,  Sir,  that  Precautions  of  this  Kind  &il  very 
much  of  the  desired  Effect  unless  there  is  aeoncurrenee  of  the  Neigh- 
bouring Ststes.  The  Number  of  Men  who  have  set  out  immediately 
for  Baltimore  since  the  Embargo  has  been  laid  evince  the  Justice  of 
this  Remark  &  make  it  my  Duty  to  request  your  Excellency  if  it  is 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  892. 
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ooDsistent  with  joar  Judgment  to  oo-operate  with  ns  at  so  critioml 
a  Junotare,  The  GirmiQiatauceB  of  the  Port  are  snob  that  the 
Bestriction  is  in  many  Respeots  highly  ioconyenieDt  fteven  injarioas 
to  the  Merchants,  who  will;  therefore,  set  very  uneasy  under  it  if  they 
find  the  Benefits  proposed  eluded  by  open  i^orts  elsewhere.  Shonld 
Giienmstances  change  so  as  to  obviate  the  Necessity  of  its  Continu- 
ance here  I  shall  communicate  our  Proceedings  to  your  Ezceiry, 
with  all  Despatch,  it  appearing  to  us  that  the  general  Interest  will 
be  greatly  promoted  by  a  Harmony  of  Measures  at  this  Time. 
1  am.  Sir,  with  much  respect, 

Your  Excelly"  most  obed't 

&  very  ff  ble  Servt.* 

nSO,  June  16th^  To  Thomas  Sim  Lee,  6'  of  Maryland. 


C.  J.  McKbak  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1780. 

June,  16th,  1780. 
Bir, 

Herewith  your  Excellency  and  the  Council  will  receive  a  copy  of 
the  record  of  Conviction  of  Daniel  Zuber.  His  confession  of  the 
crine  wherewith  he  was  charged  was  obtained  by  Justice  Hubly,  on 
a  promise  of  hb  being  made  an  approver;  this  Mr.  Hubly  acknow- 
ledged to  the  Judges  at  last  October  Sessions  of  Oyer  and  Terminer 
for  Lancaster  county,  and  intercy^ed  with  the  Judges  in  his  behalf. 
The  man  Zuber  principally  charged  as  his  Seducer  is  Valentine 
Shockey,  at  the  head  of  the  Banditti  in  York  county,  who  debase  the 
Continental  Currency  by  counterfSeits;  as  he  lives  on  the  Maryland 
Line,  and  is  not  only  artful,  but  daring,  we  have  not  yet  been  able 
to  apprehend  him.  Zuber  would  be  intitUd  to  the  benefit  of  Clergy, 
if  the  Court  proceeded  to  Sentence ;  but  as  we  were  informed  by  the 
Attorney  General,  that  Council  intended  to  pardon  him  after  he  was 
convicted,  we  bailed  him  until  the  next  sessions  of  Qencral  Goal 
Delivery  at  Lancaster,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  to  procure 
his  pardon  in  the  meantime,  and  then  plead  it  in  stay  of  Judgment; 
if  we  had  proceeded  to  Sentence,  it  must  have  been  executed  imme- 
diately. Upon  the  whole,  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Court,  that 
eon^dering  all  the  circumstances  of  his  case,  it  would  tend  most  to 
the  benefit  of  Government  that  he  should  be  pardoned. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  Excellency's  and  the  Councils 

most  obedient  humble  Servant. 

THO.  MoKEAN. 
Dtreeied, 

Em  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XIL,  p.  887^ 
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David  Form ak  vo  Ghhl.  WASHCKnoir,  1780. 

•  (Copj.) 
Sir, 

Yesterday  aflemoon  Tbree  Frigates  arrived  within  Saody  Hook. 
In  the  EyeDiog  a  fourth  ehrp  of  War  ran  in.  The  torj  report  of 
this  day  is,  that  Admiral  Arfcathnot  was  on  board. 

This  afternoon  a  large  f^eet  appeared  standing  fbr  Sandy  Hook. 
The  air  my  Intelligencer  says,  was  too  foggy  for  good  observation, 
but  that  before^  sundown  he  doanted  sixty-five  sail  of  Ships  of  War 
and  transports  distinotly — and  saw  a  number  more  in  the  offing. 
That  immediately  they  run  within  the  Hook  as  they  arrived. 

From  their  running  imfnediately  into  the  Hook  as  thev  iirrived,  it 
will  not  I  presume  admit  of  a  doubt  of  their  being  Bntish  and  I 
think  it  is  very  likely  from  Carolina. 

By  day  light  I  wiJl  myself  be  on  the  Highkndft  of  Middle-town 

— from  that  place  some  time  in  the  day  (as  early  as  possible)  I  will 

do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellenoy  as  much  an 

account  of  the  Fleet,  as  can  be  got  from  observation  or  information. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Y' Ezcell^cy'a  Most  Obed.  S*. 

DAVID  FORMAN. 

Saturday  nighl  11  o'clock  17  Jane  1780. 
Dtrectedf 

His  Exc'*'  Gen'>.  Washington.    - 


Bbsoltjtiok  o>  CoNGjaxss,  1T80. 

In  Congress  17th  June  1780. 

Whereas  it  is  essential  to  the  due  direction  of  public  affairs  that 
the  Superintending  power  should  be  intimately  acquaioted  with  the 
measures  that  have  been  pursued  in  oonsequenoe  of  their  resolves  by 
those  on  whom  from  the  nature  of  the  government  the  execution  of 
them  devolves^  And  whereas  it  is  equally  necessary  to  examine  the 
source  from  which  the  public  embarrassments  spring. 

Resolved,  That  the  United  States  from  New  hampshire  to  South 
Carolina  inclusive  except  such  of  them  as  have  made  returns  of  their 
transactions  be  requested  at  this  critical  conjuncture  to  inform  Con- 
gress with  the  utmost  expedition  what  measures  they  have  taken  in 
consequence  of  the  several  resolutions^  a  list  of  which  is  hereunto 
annexed."^ 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

GHA.  THOMSON,  Eeo'n 

*  Bee  them  ia  Colon.  Eee.,  Tol.  Xn.,  p.  898. 
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Pbss.  Bsed  to  Gou  Atlbb,  1780. 

To  Col.  Atlee,  Lieatenant  of  LancMter  Ooniitj. 

Sir, 

The  interesting  &  alanning  Aeoonnts  received  from  Oen.  Wash- 
ington of  the  Progress  of  the  Enemy,  k  their  apparent  Intentions 
again  to  penetrate  the  Conntrj  &  invade  this  State,  make  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  forward  the  Hccrnits  raised  under  the  new  Law 
without  Loss  of  Time.  Those  from  your  County,  under  this  Change 
of  Ciroumstanoes,  are  to  be  forwarded  to  this  City.  The  Recrjits 
of  this  City  &  County  are  sent  in  well  oloath'd,  which  we  hope  will 
be  the  Case  with  yours;  but  we  would  not  have  them  delayed  on 
this  Aooount — ^Arms  &  Aoconirements  will  be  prepared  for  them 
here  or  at  Camp. 

Your  Favours  oi  the  6**  ft  10**  Inst.*  are  duly  received.— The 
Number  of  Offioers  in  the  Continental  Service  will  not  make  it 
.eligible  to  appoint  more  than  are  absolutely  necessary,  ft  therefore 
no  Field  Officers  are  to  be  appointed — and  we  hope  these  will  reach 
you  in  Time  to  prevent  the  Commissions  sent  you  being  filled  up. 
If  not,  wo  would  wish  you  to  represent  to  those  Officers,  that  under 
the  great  Change  of  Circumstances,  if  they  will  waive  those  Appoint- 
ments, it  will  serve  the  Publick,  ft  we  will  cheerfully  pay  any 
Ezpenoes.  But  it  is  a  delicate  Point,  which  we  must  leave  you  to 
manage  in  the  best  Way  yoa  can.  At  all  Events  the  Men  must 
come  on  as  fast  as  possible.-  Gen.  Washington's  Letters  are  a/ 
alarming  as  those  in  1776,  ft  have  operated  here  so  as  to  call  forth 
2  Classes  of  Militia — ft  lay  an  Embargo  on  the  Vessels ;  in  short, 
•there  never  was  a  Time  when  Animation  ft  Exertion  were  more 
necessary. — Council  have  confirmed  your  Appointment  of  M'  Good 
—ft  we  see  no  Difficulty  in  admitting  those  young  Men  you  describe 
to  take  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  to  qualify  them  for  the  Purposes  you 
mention. — ^It  is  very  pleaung  to  us  to  see  such  a  Disposition  in  the 
young  Men  growing  up.  Our  Clerk  forwarded  you  a  Recommendation 
ai  one  Adam  Ort,  of  Lebanon,  as  Collector  of  the  outstanding  Fines 
• — ^Yea  will  obaerve  by  the  Law  the  new  Lieutenant  or  Sab  Lieu- 
teoante  are  appointed  to  this  Duty,  but  it  appears  to  us,  that  an 
Aathority  derived  from  ns  will  have  more  Weight  ft  be  easier  to  the 
aew  Offioers.  Your  Appointment  acoord'ng  to  the  Beoommendation 
may  be  proper  ft  Necessary. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obed. 

ft  very  Hbble.  Serk 

P.  S.— We  also  send  yon  inclosed  Orders  from  the  Board  of  War 
to  those  Commissaries  ft  Q**  Masters  to  accommodate  the  new  Recruits; 
ft  we  would  wish  that  one  of  tho  Sub  Lieutenants,  or  other  suitable 

*  See  page  305. 
Vol.  V1IL~15 
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Persons  appointed  by  yon,  should  condact  them  down  &  deli?er 
them  heroj  iufi  Care  most  be  taken  to  prevent  Desertion. 
Indoned, 
1780,  June  17th.    To  Colonel  Samnel  J.  Atlee. 


P&JSS.  BbBD  XO    JoHK  MiTCHiiLL,   1780. 

Sir, 

As  wo  are  oalled  upon  by  the  Committee  of  Congress  at  Camp  for 
Horses,  we  took  it  for  granted  they  were  to  be  delivered  to  the  Q' 
M'  Gen*  or  his  ^Deputies,  &  that  on  such  Delivery  sttitabfe  Reoelpts 
would  be  given:  we  cannot  think  Mr,  Bigham's  Receipt  by  any 
means  sufficient  or  proper  to  found  a  Charge  thereupon  ag^  the 
United  States — ^When,  therefore,  Mr.  Armstrong  presents  the  List 
with  the  Prices  affixed,  we  shall  expect  that  an  official  Receipt  be 
given.  Oen.  Washington  hsA,  in  his  Letters,  directed  the  Delivery 
of  these  Articles  to  the  Q^  M'  Gen.,  &  Gen.  Greene,  when  in  Town 
gave  your  Name  as  one  of  those  to  whom  Delivery  was  to  be  made. 
I  am^  Sir;  your  Obed. 

*  &  very  Hbbl.  Servt. 
Ifidonedf 

June  17th,  1780. 


Note  ssmibb  au  CoNaBES,  lx  18  Juin  1780. 

Le  Ministre  de  France  soussign^  a  ^t^  tdmoin  des  efforts  que  le 
Con^^  a  faits  pour  mettre  le  G^n^ral  en  chef  en  4tat  de  commenoeor 
gloneusement  la  campagne ;  11  est  convaincu  du  zdle  dont  tons  lea 
membres  qui  le  composent  sont  anim^  et  si  Tarm^  n'a  jusqu'^  ce 
moment  regu  aucune  des  augmentations,  annonc^s  dka  le  mois  de 
Janvier  d**.  il  est  persuade  que  le  Congr^  est  vivement  pein^  de  oea 
d^lais  et  desire  sinc^rement  de  pr^venir  les  consequences  fiwhaoses 
qu'ils  peuvent  avoir.  Le  soussign^  n'a  oess^  depuis  le  commence 
ment  de  cette  ann^e  de  faire  les  representations  les  plus  pressantes 
h  cet  egard  et  toutes  les  reponses  qu'il  a  reyues  tendoient  k  rassnier 
que  les  arrangemens  annonoes  recevroient  leur  enti^re  execution  a« 
commencement  de  ce  mois.  Aujourd'hui  que  le  terme  fix4  poor 
mettre  I'Armee  sur  un  pied  respectable  est  ecouie  et  qu'il  n'est  que 
trop  certain  que  les  recrues  demand^es  il  y  a  quatre  ou  cinq  mois 
ne  sont  point  arriv^es;  il  prie  instament  le  Congr^  de  youloir  bien 
s'oocuper  immddiatement  de  lour  envoy  et  de  Faccomplissement  de 
ses  promesses.  Le  Roi  d'apr^  les  assurances  positives  qu'il  a  regueA 
ne  doute  aucunement  que  PArmie  AnUricaine  ne  wit  aetuettement 
forte  de  25000  homme$  non  compriz  les  officien  ayani  C<mmxm<m 
et  qu*ett^  ne  9oU  en  ce  moment  en  4tat  cPentreprendre  leg  op4raium$ 
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tiffmnvu  le$  pltt9  vujounuseB  contre  Uz  ennemis  cfans  tons  let  gosU» 
5ti*t&  occupent  tur  le  territoire  des  Etat  unis,  Le  Congr^  en  don- 
nani  ce»  aasnrsnces  a  exprim^  d^une  mani^rc  pressante  Id  d^sir 
qu'une  JBscadre  fVan9oi8e  pdt  faciliter  les  operations  des  troupes  de 
terre.  Le  Roi  s'est  empress^  \  repondre  aux  voeuz  des  treize  Etats. 
LeuTB  aaanranoes  sont  la  baze  des  mesures  qtie  8.  M.  a  prises :  une 
Sscadre  est  dor  le  point  d'arriver  et  les  g^n^ranz  Francois  s  attcn- 
dent  k  tronver  des  forces  respectables  pretes  k  entrer  en  action.  Si 
an  moment  de  leur  arrive  ils  sent  deponrvUs  da  conconrs  sur  lequel 
lis  ont  dft  cotopter^  le  moment  le  plus  pr6sieax  pour  op^rer  sera  perduj 
I'ennemi  anra  le  tems  de  prendre  les  mesures  &6cessaires  pour  sa 
deffense  et  pent  Mre  de  recevoir  des  renforts,  Tardeur  du  Soldat 
s'^teindra  dans  Tinaction  et  cette  lenteur  fera  perdre  le  fruit  d'une 
tsampagne  qn^on  eut  ^t^  s^  de  rendre  de  la  plus  grande  utility  h,  la 
tsanse  comnnine  et  peat  6tre  decisive  en  y  mettant  la  del6rit6  et 
Fafitivit^  convenable. 

La  n^oessit^  de  compl^r  FArm^  ^tant  manifested  le  Soussign^ 
He  doUte  pas  que  le  Congrte  antant  par  la  consideration  de  Tinterdt 
pnblio  qtie  pour  sa  propre  gloite  et  Fex^cation  de  ses  promesses  ne 
prenne  d^  oe  moment  pour  j  parvenir  des  mesures  plus  efficaces  que 
oeiles  ^ont  on  a  us^  jnsqu'k  ce  jour.  H  esp^re  aussi  qu'on  fera 
d'avanee  les  dispositions  propres  k  maintenir  constament  le  nombre 
a]inoD06  pendant  la  dnr^  ^e  la  campagne^  et  il  prend  la  liberty  de 
feoommander  Element  cet  dbjet  important  k  la  Consideration  du 
Congr^  Le  Ministre  de  France  convaincu  du  z^le  dont  cette 
Ammbled  est  ammee  ponr  le  bien  public  ainsi  que  de  to  sagesse  et 
de  fla|fnidencd  esp^re  qn'elle  ne  verra  dans  ses  representations  qu^une 
nonTBlle  preave  ae  son  attachement  k  la  cause  commune,  qu'elle  lui 


{MrreuiT  i 

asBnranoea  qu'^  Ini  a  tranamises  d^  le  mois  de  JanV.  d'. 

Philadelphie  le  18  Jain  1780. 


OoL.  Sam*l  J.  Atlbb  to  Pees.  Reed,  1780. 

Pequea,  June  18tb9 1780. 
Sir, 

The  Recommendation  of  Adam  Ort  as  Collector  of  the  outstand- 
ing Fines  has  been  reo*  together  with  your  Excellencies  Letter  of 
the  14'^  Inst. 

Mj  sentiments  with  respect  to  the  Business  of  the  old  Department 
hare  been  fnlly  communicated  to  Conncill,  I  must  still  continue  to 
decline  having  any  thing  to  do  in  the  matter. 

I  am  very  glad  to  find  Councill  have  somebody  in  view :  Ort  I  believe 
to  be  a  very  good  man^  but  fear  will  not  have  the  Resolution  that 
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will  be  found  neoessar;  for  the  efectaal  pcosecation  of  tbat  ardnons 
Task.  I  hope  however  he  will  perforin  better  than  I  apprehend : 
At  any  Rate  the  Busineas  must  have  a  Beginning,  and  unleaa  {htos- 
secnted  with  vigour  will  answer  very  little  Purpose. 

The  accounts  from  the  General  are  truly  alarmingi  but  trust  the 
Spirit  of  the  people  which  seems  to  be  rousing  as  danger  approaches, 
will  convince  our  Enemies  that  this  State  is  not  be  invaded  with 
impunity. 

I  am  using  my  utmost  Industry  for  the  collecting  the  BecruiU, 
and  hope  in  a  very  few  Days  to  be  able  agreeable  to  the  Bequest  of 
Councill  to  send  off  the  greatest  part  of  those  demand'd  from  this 
County,  such  as  I  have  yett  received  are  exceeding  good  men, 
promise  myself  the  Remainder  will  be  equally  so. 

The  Rout  of  these  Troop  being  altered  from  the  Change  of  circum" 
stances,  I  fear  will  cause  some  uneasiness  in  many  of  them  particu- 
larly those  from  the  upper  District ;  who  apprehended  they  were 
destined  to  sucour  their  Neighbourhood  upon  the  Frontiera. 

I  shou'd  be  glad  one  company  at  least  cou'd  be  spared  for  thai 
purpose,  as  I  have  lately  assured  Col.  Hunter,  that  I  hope  shortly  t^e 
find  him  some  relief. 

I  had  appointed  but  one  Ensign  before  I  rec*  your  Ezcellenoeys 
Letter,  to  receive  and  draw  for  the  Recruits  as  they  should  arrive  in 
Lancaster,  I  shall  order  him  as  one  to  conduct  them  to  Philadelphia, 
where  you  may  either  prevail  upon  him  to  relinquish  or  continue  him 
at  your  pleasure. 

Your  Clerk  I  apprehend  thr'o  mistake  instead  of  the  Board  of 
Wars  orders  for  Lancaster,  inclosed  me  the  order  for  Northampton 
upon  the  Commissaries  &  Quarter  Masters.  I  must  endeavour  to 
rectify  it  in  my  Instructions  to  the  Officers  who  shall  have  the 
Charge  of  the  Recruits. 

I  thank  Councill  for  the  Confirmation  of  Mr.  Good's  appointmeaty 
and  shall  be  glad  the  Clerk  will  forward  me  his  CommisaioD. 
I  am  your  Ezcellencys 

most  ob*  and  very  Hble  Serv* 

SAM'L  J.  ATLEE. 
Directed^ 
On  Public  Service. 

To  His  Excellency  Joeeph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 
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GoiuirtTBB  ov  CoN«KB88  AX  Camp  TO  Pbsb.  Rbxd^  1780. 

(Circular.) 

Morris  Town,  Jane  19th.  1780. 
Sir, 

We  inclose  you  a  copy  of  Oen>  Washingtons  letter  to  ns  of  this  day. 

We  have  in  our  former  letters  dwelt  so  forcibly  on  the  several 
natters  contained  in  the  Generals  letter  that  it  is  now  become  almost 
unnecessary  for  ns  to  say  any  thing  more  on  them.  Bat  when  we  oon- 
ttder  the  season  for  operation  wears  fast  away,  the  small  force  we  now 
haTB  in  the  field  being  still  fed  in  a  scanty  and  uncertain  manner,  the 
koorly  expectation  of  the  Fleet  &  Army  of  our  ally  on  our  coast  and 
that  the  Oommander  in  Chief  as  well  as  ourselves,  are  as  yet  totally 
uninformed  what  are  to  be  our  expectations,  on  the  subject  of  our 
former  letters.  Be  assured  sir,  we  feel  an  anxiety  congenial  with  his, 
you  will  therefore  we  are  persuaded  pardon  us  for  being  thus  solicit 
tons,  when  we  agun  intreat  you  in  the  most  urgent  manner  to  use 
every  exertion  in  your  power  to  engage  your  state,  to  a  i^eedv  & 
decisive  oomplyance  with  our  former  requisitions.  The  two  pomts 
we  wonld  wish  to  impress  most  forcibly  on  yours  and  the  minds  of 
the  Legislature  of  your  state  are  immediately  forwarding  your  quota 
of  troops  necessary  to  compleat  your  Battallions  in  the  Continental 
Army,  and  of  supplies  of  provision,  agreeable  to  the  estimates 
indosed  you  in  your  letter  of  the  ^Ins^  at  the  same  time  we  would 
not  wish  you  to  consider,  an^f  part  of  our  former  requisition  as  be- 
come in  the  least  degree  unnecessary.  On  the  contrary  we  are  more 
strongly  convinced,  that  they  are  already  as  small  as  the  important 
objects  in  view,  can  possibly  admit  of.  We  only  mention  the  two  first, 
as  the  most  immediately  and  indespensiUy  necessary  for,  reinforced 
as  the  enemy  now  are  by  the  return  of  their  troops  from  the  reduc- 
tion of  Charles  Town,  we  momently  expect  an  attack  will  be  made 
on  our  weak  and  almost  resistless  army.  Should  this  event  happen 
whilst  in  this  State  we  seriously  dread  the  result. 

From  the  well  known  indefatigable  attention  of  your  State  to  the 
welfare  of  the  United  states  we  cannot  entertain  a  doubt  of  its  exer- 
tions at  this  interesting  conjuncture,  and  we  most  earnestly  intreat 
you  to  give  us  the  earliest  information  of  the  final  determinations  of 
your  State  on  the  subjects  of  this  and  our  former  letters. 

We  take  the  Liberty  of  again  calling  your  attention  to  the  urgent 
necessity  of  forwardiog  the  flour  to  West  point.  The  reasons  for 
this  pressing  call  are  fully  contained  in  our  letter  of  the  Inst.,  to 
which  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you. 

We  are  sir,  with  the  highest  respect, 

your  most  ohsid'  serv., 

JNO.  MATTHEWS. 
NATH.  PEABODY. 

Directed, — ^To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esqr. 

*  12th?  See  page,  815. 
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Gen.  W48PXtfQT9N  to  Oomhixtbk  of  Conqrbss,  1780. 

Head  quarters,  Springfield,  June  19th|  1780. 
Oetttlemen, 

From  the  vast  importance  of  the  thing,  I  hoped  that  I  should  have 
been  informed  before  this  of  the  measures  which  the  several  Stfitea 
meant  to  adopt  in  consequence  of  your  late  requisitions ;  but  as  I 
have  n5t,  I  am  certain  jou  are  unadvised  jourselve&s  and  have  only 
to  lament  with  you,  the  delay.  This  is  a  point  of  primary  conse- 
quence. We  are  now  arrived  at  the  period  when  we  may  momently 
expect  the  fleet  from  France.  For  want  of  information  it  has  been 
impossible  for  me  to  digest  a  system  of  co-operation.  I  have  no 
data  on  which  to  proceed— and»  of  course  were  the  armament  to 
come,  I  should  find  myself  in  the  most  delicate,  embarrassii^  and 
cruel  situation.  The  french  commanders,  from  the  relation  in  which 
I  stand,  the  instant  they  reach  our  coast  will  look  to  me  for  a  p)an 
of  the  measures  to  be  pursued,  and  I  ought,  of  right,  to  have  one 
prepared.  But  I  cannot  even  give  them  conjectores.  The  interest 
of  the  states,  the  reputation  of  their  councils,  the  justice  and  grati- 
<>tude  due  our  allies,  a  regard  for  my  own  character,  all  demand  that 
I  should,  without  delay,  be  enabled  to  ascertain  and  inform  then^ 
what  we  can,  or  what  we  cannot  undertake.  Besides,  there  is  a  point 
now  to  be  determined,  on  which  the  success  of  all  our  future  opera- 
tions may  turn,  which  for  want  of  knowing  our  prospects  1  am 
altogether  at  a  loss  what  to  do  in. 

To  avoid  involving  the  Fleet  and  Army  of  our  allies  in  circum- 
stances which  if  not  seconded  by  us  would  expose  them  to  material 
inconvenience  and  hazard,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  suspend  a  step,  the 
delay  of  which  may  be  fatal  to  our  hopes.  I  therefore  beg  leave  to 
suggest  to  the  committee  the  indispensible  necessity  of  writing  again 
to  the  different  states,  urging  them  to  give  immediate  and!  precises 
mformation  of  the  measures  they  hi^ve  taken,  the  sncoesa  they  have 
bad,  and  the  probable  result  of  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  Nspeet  &  esteem,  OentlenieD, 

your  most  ob*  &  hum"  ser?*, 

G«  WABHINQTOH. 
(Copy.) 

Direciedf 
Honble  Committee  of  Co-operation. 
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Isaac  Boach  to  Prb8.  Rsbb,  1780. 

Sir, 

Incloa*  you  have  a  LisI  of  the  Prieoi^en  names  Taken  bj  me  In 
the  Delawar  \my  On  ike  26tk  of  May  last. 

Prisoners  Names. 
Thomas  James,  Prise  M'. 
John  Bobinson^ 
John  FarriBi 
W-  Han. 
I  am  Sir,  your  Honr^  most 

Obedient  &  very  HambL  Setf\ 

ISAAC  ROACH. 
Jane  19th,  1780. 

Direciedf 
The  Hon*'  W-  More,  Esqr.,  Vice  President. 


Gbh.  Washistgton  to  Pass.  Bbbb,  1780. 

Head  Qaarters, 
Springfield,  June  19th,  1780. 
D'Sir,  ' 

The  arrival  of  Admiral  Arbuthnot  at  New  York  with  a  fleet  of 
firom  sixty  to  seventy  sail  said  to  oontain  a  part  of  the  Soatfaem 
army  is  an  additional  motive  for  extraordinary  exertions  at  this  jnno- 
ture.  West  Point  is  far  from  being  in  secarity.  Onr  stores  and 
baggage  in  this  State  are  almost  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy  if  they 
advance  in  force.  A  great  proportion  of  the  Jersey  teams  are  in 
service,  and  they  are  quite  ioadequate  to  the  exigency. — We  are 
therefore  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  your  State  and  to  solicit  the  aid 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  teams,  as  expeditiously  as  they  can  be  eol- 
lectod ;  those  obtained  in  the  counties  of  Philadelphia,  Bucks  and 
Chester,  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  More  Foreman,  at  Trenton ;  those 
procured  in  the  npper  counties  to  take-in  loads  of  flour,  if  ready,  and 
proceed  directly  by  Easton  to  the  North  River. 

It  were  much  to  be  wished  that  the  teams  now  furnished  may  go 
to  the  account  of  those  required  by  the  Committee,  but  if  they  cannot 
be  drawn  out  with  suflMent  expedition  in  the  proper  proportion  for 
this  purpose,  they  may  return  after  performing  the  present  Servioci 
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Hill  a  farther  arraDgement  can  take  place  for  the  demanda  of  the 
campaign,  for  supplying  whioh^  howcveri  the  period  ia  arrived.* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  respect 
yonr  Ezcellencr's 

most  obecuient  servant, 

G-  WASHINGTON. 
J)irectedf 
Pablio  service. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Seed,  Pensylvania. 
.    The  Express,  the  bearer  of  this,  is  to  ride  night  and  day  &  should 
he  be  in  want  of  a  fresh  horse  all  Q.  M'"  &  other  well  wishers  to  the 
independence  of  America  are  hereby  requested  to  furnish  him  with 
suoh  horses  as  will  answer  the  purpose  of  forwarding  this  Letter. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

BENJ»  BROWN,  Ass  D.  Q.  M.  G. 


Seorbttart  of  Congrbss  to  Pres.  BbbD)  1780. 

(Circular.) 

Secretary's  Office,  June  20th,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  commissions  to  private  armed  vessels  of  war  were  heretofore 
ordered  tp  be  attested  by  the  Secretary  of  Congress.  But  upon 
establishing  a  board  of  admiralty  it  was  judged  proper  that  they 
should  issue  from  tbat  board  and  be  attested  by  their  Secretary. 
Accordingly  on  the  2d  of  May  last,  having  made  some  alterations  in 
the  form  of  the  commission,  bond  and  instructions  for  commanders 
of  private  armed  vessels  of  war,  Congress  passed  the  following 
resolutions : 

^<  Resolved,  Tbat  the  board  of  admiralty  be  empowered  and 
directed  to  cause  to  be  printed  so  many  copies  of  the  said  forms  as 
tboy  shall  judge  necessary. 

'^  That  the  President  transmit  to  the  Governors  or  Presidents  of 
the  respective  States  so  many  copies  of  the  said  forms  as  the  board 
of  admiralty  shall  advise." 

You  will  therefore  please  for  the  future  to  apply  to  the  Qoard  of 
Admiralty  for  the  commissions,  bonds,  kc.,  which  may  bo  wanted 
Sn  your  State,  and  transmit  to  the  said  board  the  bonds  given  by 
the  commanders  to  be  lodged  in  this  office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 

your  obedient  hum.  scrv*, 

CHA.  THOMSON.f 

His  Ezcell^  the  President  of  the. State  of  Pennsylvania. 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  894. 
t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  890. 
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Col.  Lub.  Welxkbe  to  Pass*  Sbed,  1780. 

Sir, 

An  Indian  Priaoner  wa0  Uken  about  ten  Days  ago  by  one  of 
tbe  Inhabitants  about  ten  Miles  up  the  North  Branch  and  oon- 
ducted  to  Sunbury  Jail.  About  die  same  time  Mr.  Lewis  was 
kill'd  in  his  own  Houses  upon  the  Road  leading  from  Sunbury  to 
Beading,  being  about  seven  Miles  from  Town.  Mr.  Currey  was 
shot  off  his  Horse  about  seven  Miles  up  the  North  Branch,  and  his 
Wife  taken  prisoner,  who  was  in  Company  with  him»  but  the  first 
Night  being  very  rainy,  took  the  ^»portunity  of  making  her  Escape 
and  came  in  the  next  Mornine,  There  was  but  two  Indians  she 
informs  mer,  that  they  had  usea  her  very  S[ind.  It  appears  to  me 
that  there  is  not  many  on  our  Frontiers  at  present,  as  my  Scouts 
in  Company  with  some  Yolty^teers  is  reconnoitring  all  the  Country 
for  forty  Miles  up,  from  the'  North  to  the  West  Branch,  and  made 
but  little  Discoveries.  One  Officer  and  five  Volunteers  went  up 
the  Waters  of  the  West  Branch  better  than  one  hundred  Miles ; 
they  discovered  nothing  but  old  Encampments  and  old  Indian 
Tracks.  I  often  reconnoitre  my  Out  Posts,  and  shall  go  to  morrow 
again  to  see  what  Discoveries  I  can  make;  five  or  six  Gentlemen  in 
this  Town  and  two  of  my  Officers  are  commonly  my  Escorts  as 
Yolunteers. 

Although  lean  content  myself  very  well,  yet  it  is  highly  disa- 
greeable for  a  man,  who  has  always  beep  generous  in  his  own  House, 
and  now  when  he  serves  his  Country  with  every  Nerve  in  his  Body, 
must  after  a  Patigne  of  two  or  three  iDays,  and  those  Gentlemen  who 
suffered  the  same  must  then  go  home  without  any  Refreshment  from 
me,  as  this  Place  has  not  afforded  a  Drop  of  good  Liquor  since  the 
Beginning  of  March  last.  This  makes  a  Commanding  Officer  look 
little  at  the  Post  where  he  is  Kept  so  poor  and  other  Gentlemen 
before  him  were  used  in  anoClrar  Manner,  which  I  was  often  obliged 
to  hear  here.  Your  Exoelleney  will  excuse  my  stile — I  do  not 
mean  to  complain  (only  to  acquaint)  how  I  live  here  and  how  happy 
I  formerly  lived  when  in  the  Main  Armv  well  esteemed  by  the 
Commander  in  Chief  and  a  Number  of  valuable  officers,  and  now 
deprived  of  their  Company  and  other  Benefits  of  Discipline,  which  I 
often  think  hard ;  but  sll  this  shaU-BOt  make  my  Spirits  sink  with- 
out my  life  sinks  with  it 

On  aooonnt  of  the  Provisions  I  thought  propel  to  acquaint  your 
Excellency  that  no  Beturns  go  to  the  issueing  Store  but  are  sign'd 
by  my  Name,  and  in  my  Absence  by  the  commanding  Officer 
(excepting  the  continental  Staff.)    The  Bearer  Mr.  Bees  can  give  a 

15* 
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better  Account  of  onr  Situation  than  I  can  inform  yonr  Excellenqr 
in  writing. 

I  am  with  dae  Respect 
your  Ezoelleno/s  mose 

obedient  and  humble  Servant, 
LUD.  WELTNBR,  Lt  OoL 

Gommand'g  O.  Begm^ 
Northumb*,  June  20%  1780. 
Directed, 
His  Ezoellency  Joseph  Beed,  President^  Philadelphia. 
^  fiivor  of  Mr.  Rees. 


Nicholas  Lutz  to  Pbss.  Rsed,  1780. 

Reading,  20th  June,  1780. 
Honor'dSir,  ♦ 

The  great  difficulty  in  procuring  Persons  to  Assist  in  ooltecting  & 
driving  Cattle  &o.,  without  Money  to  pay  them  down,  has  hitherto 
much  retarded  me  in  fumishiuff  the  Supplies  which  I  expected  to 
have  done  by  this  time,  had  I  Money  to  pay  persons  for  Assisting, 
&  defraying  the  Necessary  expenses  Consequently  accruing  on  that 
branch  of  business :  which  circumstances  lays  me  under- the  disagree- 
able necessity  of  making  a  second  application  to  you  for  Cash,  or 
an  Order  on  the  County  Treasurer  for  such  a  Sum  as  you  may  think 
Adequate  for  the  above  purposes :  without  which,  I  must  with  Re- 
luctance acquaint  you,  that  I  will  not  be  able  to  procure  many  more 
Cattle,  nor  perhaps  get  those  I  already  have  on  hand  to  Philad\ 

I  would  be  exceeding  Olad  you  could  comply  with  the  above 
request,  you  will  please  be  so  kind  as  to  Honour  me  with  a  Line  bj 
the  return  of  the  Post,  or  as  soon  as  convenient. 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  Exoellencys 

most  Obed*  Hum««  Servant, 

NICHOLAS  LUTZ. 
Directed, 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire. 


Chas.  Pbttit  to  Pres.  Resd,  1780. 

*  Philadelphia,  20  June,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  herein,  the  Draught  of  CongrettS 
on  Your  Excellency  &  the  Council  of  Pennsylvania  for  250  000 
PoUars,  on  which  1  am  to  request  your  order  for  payment,  j 
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'  Ton  will  obflervB  ibis  Branghi  is  pariieularlj  intended  to  enable 
Col.  John  Davis  to  eoicply  with  eertain  Speeid  Contraots  made  for 
the  pablio  Servloey  and  I  beHeve  orders  on  the  County  Treasarers 
westward  of  Sasqoehannah  would  answer  the  purpose,  partionlarly 
tfioee  of  Cumberland  ft  York. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed.  Serv*, 

CHA.  PBTTIT, 

A.  Q.  M.  Oenl.* 
Direetedf 
.  His  Ezoellenoy  Joseph  Seed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Stato  of 
Pennsylyania. 


Prbs.  07  CoKGRsss  TO  Pebs.  Rked,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  June  21, 1780. 
Oireular. 
Sir, 

Congress  haye  at  different  Periods  reeonmended  Measures,  whieh 
they  deemed  essentiallT  necessary  to  the  publia  Good* 

They  now  request,  of  those  States  which  have  not  made  returns  to 
Congress  of  their  Transactions  in  that  respect,  the  most  expeditious 
Information  of  the  Measures  they  have  taken  in  Consequence  of  the 
several  Resolutions,  a  list  of  which  is  annexed  to  the  enclosed  Act 
of  the  17*^  Instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect, 

your  Excelly's  most  hbble  Sert., 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 
Directed, 
His  Exc'y  Presid«  Reed. 


Board  of  War  to   Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

War  Office,  June  21, 1780. 
Sir, 

There  aie  dispened  thro'  the  States,  but  principally  in  this  Stato^ 
many  prisoners  of  war,  part  of  them,  both  British  &  German,  but 
more  of  the  latter;  had  license  from  this  board  to  work  with  the 
furmers  and  others  in  the  country  during  Uie  last  winter,  when  it 
was  diflicnlt  to  maintain  them  at  this  post :  All  these  have  soma 
time  since  been  ordered  into  confinement ;  but  the  people  who  hate 

«  See  Col.  Reo.  Vol,  Xa,  p.  S9e, 
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%%i  the  benefit  of-  their  semces  are  anwilling,  &  dd»j  to  deliver 
th^m.  Otiier  pcisqaers  have  escaped  from  their  places  o{  oonifioe* 
meoty  and  are  scattered  thro'  the  coaDtrjj  where  aoipe  of  then^ 
doubtlesa  mean  to  fix  their  abode ;  others  are  working  along  froo^ 
town  to  town  till  they  shall  find  opportonitie^  of  gettiiig  into  Ne^ 
York.  Many  have  very  improperly  been  allowegi  by  the  magistrates 
to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance,  &  others  have  passports  or  certificates 
(some  true  &  some  counterfeit)  by  means  of  which  they  are  enabled 
to  pnrsue  their  designs  unmolested. 

As  yot^r  Exc^Uency  tezpressed  a  readiness  to  give  orders  to  the 
lientenants  of  the  counties  to  apprehend  all  such  prisoners^  wf 
thought  it  best  to  communicate  the  above  mentioned  facts  A,  ciroi:|m- 
stances ;  and  to  inform  you,  that  there  are  no  prisoners  out  of  con^ 
finement,  with  our  consent,  except  officers  on  parole — the  servants 
of  such  officers  actually  attached  to  their  persons,  &  for  whom  the 
officers  have  respectivdy  given  their  paroles.  AH  othec^  whether 
they  were  of  Burgoyne's  army  or  absolute  prisoners  of  war^  we  wish 
mav  h&  taken  up  and  confined  in  the  nearest  ffoals  (where  these  are 
sufficiently  strong)  or  brought  to  the  New  Goal  in  this  city ;  as  shall 
be  most  convenient.  And  your  Bzeellency  will  greatly  oblige  ub  ^^ 
well  as  do  an  important  public  service,  by  issuing  the  necessary  orders 
for  that  purpose.  Any  necessary  expenses  oocaeiotied  by  the  execu- 
tion of  such  orders,  it  appears  to  us  will  be  a  proper  charge  against 
the  United  States. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 

very  respectfullyj 
your  Excellency's 
most  obedt.  Servai^ts^ 
'-  In  behalf  &  by  ordi^r  of  y*  board, 

TIM.  PICKERING. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esq'. 


Col.  Jacob  Morqan  to  Pbbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Beading,  2l6t  June,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  received  your  Excellency's  orders  of  the  Day  of  June  for  pro* 
Quriag  two  Yolunteew  fieosi  each  Company  oif  MiHtin  to  be  offieered 
wilih  ene  Captain  two  Lieuts.  and  two  Ensigns  agreeable  td  6aM 
order  the  greater  part  of  the  Men  are  procured  with  ekpeetation  of 
Aelr  being  ordered  for  the  defecoe  of  the  Frontiers,  which  are  si 
pmsent  in  a  defenoelesa  aitiMtion  and  Houriy  expeeed'-to  the  ravi^etf 
of  4lie  Ittdiana. 

On  the  receipt  of  yonr  Exeellency'a  second  order  of  the  llthj 
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Instant  I  oolleetel  those  men  already  inlisted  and  am  exerting  my- 
self in  having  the  real  procured,  bat  being  made  aoquainted  with 
their  destination's  being  changed  there  is  great  uneasiness  amongst 
them.  Numbers  of  them  Living  on  the  Frontiers  are  anxious  to 
eontinae  for  the  ^eCsnea  of  their  property  which  they  consider  at 
present  much  ind^uoigered. 

If  your  Excellency  does  not  think  it  mjurioua,  I  could  wish  tb%t 
the  original  intei^t  (as  to  the  destination  of  the  Troops)  may  be  com- 
plied with,  as  I'm  convinced  there  will  be  great  discontent 
amongst  them,  &  retard  my  procuring  the  residue.  But  if  your 
Excellency  should  think  proper  to  have  them  marched  to  the  army 
you'll  please  to  inform  me  whether  I  am  still  to  comply  with  that 
part  of  the  first  orders  which  directs  my  appointing  of  officers,  as 
the  last  orders  seem  to  imply  that  they  are  not  to  be  officered  in 
the  County. 

I  am  Si/,  your  Exccllencys, 

most  Humb.  and  most  obet  servt. 

JACOB  MORGAN,  Lt  B.  County. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Bsqr.  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  Philadelphia. 


I^STBTTOTIOVS    TO  THll  AaBNTS  FOR  THB  8aLB  Off    COKPIS* 
OAISD  ESTATBS,   1780. 

1.  Ton  are  to  inform  the  Bidders  that  specie  &  the  Stale  Money 
lasoed  kat  Maroh  will  be  taken  in  payment  as  such,  via.  at  the 
Ezflliango  cf  60  for  one. 

2.  These  Lands  being  sold  as  will  to  raise  Money  for  the  State  as  to 
create  a  Fund  for  the  Support  of  the  University.  Three  fourths  of 
the  Money  to  be  paid  according  to  the  Terms  of  sale,  &  the  Remain- 
ing fourth  to  be  left  in  the  Hands  of  the  Purchaser  on  the  following 
Terms,  viz.  The  Exchange  to  be  fixed  as  above,  &  the  Interest 

?'  xsruing  at  6  %  ct.  to  be  a  charge  on  the  Land  payable  in  Wheat  at 
bn  ShiUings  ^  Bushel,  The  Wheat  to  be  delivered  half  yearly  at 
the  publick  Market  Place  in  Philad.  or  in  Cash  at  the  current  Price 
at  the  Election  of  the  Trustees  of  the  University.  The  same  sub* 
ject  to  be  purchased  off  at  any  Time  after  3  Years  &  within  10  Tears^ 
such  Purchaser  paying  15  Years  purchase  Money. 

3«  The  Crops  in  the  Ground  not  to  pass  with  the  Land. 
Indomedj 
June  21, 1780. 
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Navy  Board  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,.1780. 

Navy  Board  midl.  dista. 

Phila.  Jane  Slat  1780. 
The  honorable  the  commiaaionera  of  the  Admiralty  have  directed 
ihia  board  to  aell  by  pablick  auction  five  negro  Slavea  belonging  to 
the  continental  armed  aloop  West-Florida.  We  haye  therefore  to 
request  yonr  excellency  will  grant  permission;  and  authorize  the 
auctioneer  for  that  purpose. 

We  are  your  ezcellency'Si 

most  obedient  servantSi 

WILLIAM  WINDER, 
JAMBS  BEAD, 
Directed 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Bced  Esq.  president  of  the  atate  of  Penn- 
aylvania. 


BBgOLunoN  OF  GoHaRBSS,  1780'. 

In  Congress^  June  21st;  1780. 

Whereas  Congress  did  in  the  Behalf  of  the  United  States  assure 
his  moat  Christian  Majesty  by  their  act  of  the  Slat  of  Jan'y  last  thai 
they  we'd  bring  into,  the  field  25^000  efPective  Men  exclusive  of 
Officers,  &  at  the  same  time  solicit  a  naval  force  to  cooperate  against 
the  common  Enemy.  And  Whereas  advice  has  been  received  from 
the  Court  of  JE'ranoe  that  his  moat  christian  Majesty  in  Complyanea 
with  the  solicitations  of  Congress  hath  not  only  directed  a  oonaider- 
able  naval  force  to  repair  to  North  America^  but  hath  subjoined 
thereto  a  respectable  Body  of  Land  Forces. 

And  Whereas  Congress  in  consequence  of  their  Eogagements  by 
their  Act  of  Feb'^  last  did  call  on  the  several  States  to  compleat  their 
Quota  of  Troops  to  the  Establishment  mentioned  in  the  said  Act, — 
Which  Quota  they  have  since  from  the  Disasters  at  Charles  Town 
found  it  necessary  to  increase,  and  have  accordingly  approved  the 
requisitions  of  their  Committee  at  Head  Quarters. — And  Whereas 
none  of  the  States  whose  Battalions  were  deficient  have  yet  sent  on 
the  Recruits  to  compleat  the  same,  nor  afforded  any  assurances  that 
the  Requisitions  of  Congress  and  their  Committee  will  be  complied 
with.  And  Whereas  the  Execution  of  the  above  Requisitions  will 
be  extremely  hazardous  k  expensive  unless  the  further  Demands  of 
Congress  &  their  Committee  for  provision  are  punctually  complied 
with,  therefore, 

Resolved,  that  the  said  States  be  requested  explicitly  and  without 


See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XII.,  page  898. 
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the  letst  delaji  to  inform  Congress  bow  fur  they  may  rely  upon  their 
furnishing  the  serend  Snpplies  of  Men,  Honey  and  prorisions  ealled 
for  by  Congress  or  their  Committee  at  Head  Quarters. 

And  Whereas  the  Legislatnre  of  many  of  the  United  States  are 
not  now  oonfeoed  tho*  earnestly  requested  by  Congress  to  oontinue 
their  Sessions  or  to  vest  in  some  Persons  sueh  Powers  as  woM  enaUe 
them  on  the  reqnisitipn  of  Congress  or  their  Committee  to  draw 
forth  the  military  fiesonroes  of  the  State.  And  Whereas  Congress 
.are  not  fully  informed  whether  their  Magistrates  are  so  empowered. 

ResolTod,  that  the  supreme  ezeentive  Magistrate  in  each  State 
where  the  LegisUture  is  not  oonvened  be  requested  immediately  to 
inform  Conjpnress  what  Measures  they  have  taken  or  are  empowered 
to  take  in  Oomplyanee  with  the  aboTO  Requisitions  of  Congress,  In 
order  that  Congress*  whose  duty  it  is,  may  proride  that  effeotual 
Measures  be  taken  that  eyery  State  in  the  Union,  oontribute  their 
Quota  to  the  eommon  Defenee. 

Sesolved,  that  the  exeeattve  Magistrate  of  eyery  State  be  requested 
to  eorrespond  weekly  with  the  Committee  of  Congress  at  bead  Quar- 
ters, adyising  them  of  the  Measures  actually  taken  from  lime  to  time 
in  pursuanoe  of  the  aboye  redted  Requisitions  of  Congress  and  their 
Committee. 

Eztraot  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON  Seo'y  * 
Directed^ 

Pennsylyania. 


MoNS.  HoLKBK  TO  Prbs.  Rsed,  1780. 

Philadelphia^  y«  21st  June,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  baye  the  honor  of  inclosing  to  your  Ezoellenoy  a  Letter  I  haye 
this  moment  receiyed  from  M'  Btheard,  Commander  in  chief  of  his 
Majesty's  store  ships  at  present  in  thb  port — ^you'll  pereeiye  by  it  the 
necessity  of  the  measures  I  took  the  liberty  of  Solidting  from  your 
Sxcellency  a  few  days  Since,  &  without  which  or  some  other  effica- 
cious remedy,  it  will  be  iinpossible  to  apnly  these  three  yessels  to  the 
purposes  for  which  they  are  reseryed.  I  baye  only  to  add  that  yerr 
lately  near  20  Siulors  haye  made  good  their  way  towards  Baltimore  & 
Boston  :  It  is  »adi  to  be  feared  that  the  Remuning  few  will  also 
effect  their  escape. 

I  remain  with  Respect, 

Your  Excellency's, 

Most  obedient  &  yery 

humble  Seryant, 

HOLKER. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'*. 

»  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XII.,  p.  40S. 
t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  897. 
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P|LB&  OF  C0Kqi^B8S  TO  P&B8,  BeBP,  1780. 

Giconlar. 

PhiladelpUa,  Jane  22,  1780. 
Sir, 

Tonr  Ezoellency  will  h^ewith  receive  an  Act  of  GoDgroBS  of  tbe 
21**  lostant,  which'  will  do  doubt  be  duly  attended  to. 

Those  Parts  of  the  Act  in  particular  that  relate  to  giving  Infonnas- 
tion  to  Gongreaa  and  their  Gommittee  at  Head  Qaarters,  it  is  most 
earnestly  requested  may  be  attended  to  with  the  utmost  EzpeditioQ 
&  Punctuality. 

The  Time  is  oeme  when  we  may  hourly  expect  the  Arrival  of  the 
Forces  of  our  Ally,  and  the  Plan  of  Operation  ought  to  be  com- 
pletely formed  and  ready  to  be  oompunicated  upon  their  Arrival, 
which  cannot  be  done  for  want  of  proper  &  certain  Information  of 
the  Number  of  ForoeS|  Quantity  of  Supplies,  &c.,  which  the  States 
will  furnish. 

Under  these  Circumstances  you  will  easily  perceive  that  Oongress 
and  the  Commander  in  Chief  are  placed  in  a  most  painful  Situation^ 
and  that  the  Interest,  Honour  &  Safety  of  the  States  are  too  much 
affected  to  admit  of  the  least  Delay  or  Neglect  of  any  &  every 
Bzettion  which  the  present  Situation  of  our  affairs  demand. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  highest  respect, 

your  Excellency's  most  obed*  servant, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President 

June  23. 
Since  writing  the  foregoing  I  have  received  a  Letter  from  his 
Excellency  General  Washington,  an  Extract  of  which  is  enclosed, 
together  with  an  Act  of  Googress  of  this  Day,  by  which  you  will  be 
further  informed  of  the  pressing  Necessity  of  immediately  forwarding 
on  the  Supplies  of  Hen  &  Provisions  with  the  utmost  Expedition, 
and  the  repeated  request  of  Congress  to  transmit  to  them  &  their 
Committee  at  Head  Quarters,  the  Proceedings  of  the  State  over 
Vrhiph  you  have  the  honor  to  preside,  in  such  manaer  that  the 
Commander  in  Chief  may  rely  &  be  enabled  to  regulate  his  futur«^ 
Operations  thereon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  highest  Esteem, 

your  Excellency's  humble  Servant, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President 
Directed, 
His  Exo^  President  Reed. 
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Obkl.  H.  Ksrox  to  Pbbs.  Bbed,  1780. 

Trentoiii  22<  Jane,  1780. 
Bear  Sir, 

His  Ezcellenoy  General  Washington  has  dispatched  me  to  this 
plaoe  in  order  to  have  the  floor  here  instantly  forwarded  on4o  West 
Point.  He  informed  me  that  he  had  reauested  of  jour  Exoellenoy 
an  immediate  supply  of  250  teams,  ana  desired  me  on  my  arrivu 
here  to  send  an  express  to  yon,  requsting  to  know  when  they  can  be 
famished.  It  is  impossible  to  say  how  much  the  teams  are  wanted* 
The  enemy  threaten  West  Pointy  and  much  is  to  be  feared  in  this 
moment  of  oar  impotence  for  the  safety  of  that  post^  except  it  shall 
haye  an  ample  sapply  of  provision  previous  to  its  investiture.  The 
General  with  his  small  army  assumes  a  position,  dangerous  enough 
if  the  enemy  comprehend  our  strength,  in  order  to  cover  the  trans- 
portation of  the  flour.  The  probabk,  nay  almost  certain,  movements 
of  the  enemy  up  the  North  Eiver,  or  against  him,  will  make  him 
quit  it  in  four  or  five  days,  during  which  time  it  is  of  infinite  conse- 
quence to  have  the  flour  forwarded.  Every  thing  is  done  here  and 
in  the  neighbouring  counties  of  this  State  for  this  purpose, — ^but 
all  will  be  in  vain,  except  we  derive  assistance  from  Pennsylvania* 
If  possible,  my  dear  Kr,  let  us  have  200  or  260  teams  to  load  at 
this  place,  in  one,  twO;  three,  and  not  exceeding  four  days  from  this 
time. 

I  am  dear  sir 

with  great  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most 

Obedient  Humble  Serv% 

H.  KNOX.* 
Directed, 
His  Excellency  President  Seed. 


Col.  John  Pipbr  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Huntingdon,  June  22d,  1780 
Sir, 

The  Situation  of  the  Frontier  Inhabitants  must  be  my  ApaIo[^ 
for  troubling  you  upon  this  Occasion.  One  of  our  greatest  Difficul 
ties  at  present  arises  from  our  Want  of  a  proper  Supply  of  Provi- 
sions  and  Horses  to  transport  Provisions  to  our  frontier  Garrisons. 
Mr.  Brown  has  been  pleased  to  make  us  an  Offer  of  some  Flower 
that  he  has  on  hand  for  our  present  supply,  provided  we  can  furnish 
Horses  to  carry  it  off.    I  would  therefore  earnestly  request  you  to. 

*  See  Col.  R^.,  Yol.  XH.,  page  898. 
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consider  oar  present  Situation,  and,  if  possible,  famish  as  with 
about  six  good  Horses  and  one  Driverj,  which,  with  four  Horses  we 
already  have,  1  apprehend  might  Be  sufficient  for  the  present. 
Being  well  assured  of  your  good  Disposition  and  Readiness  to  do 
every  Thing  in  your  Power  for  our  Relief  I  shall  not  farther  arge, 
but  request  that  if  the  Horses  pan  be  obtained  you'll  please  to  order 
them  to  the  Care  of  Mr.  Franois  Oluffgage  at  this  Place,  who  I  ana 
confideift  will  take  proper  Care  of  t^m,  and  wHl  punctually  obey 
your  Directions  from  Time  to  Time.  In  Hopes  you'll  please  to 
consider  our  present  Situation  and  grant  us  a  speedy  Reliefj 
I  am  Sir  with  great  Respect^ 

your  most  obedient  and 

Yery  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  PIPER. 
Copy. 

P.  S.  I  would  further  Request  that  you  would  please  to  order 
Mr.  Cluffgage  to  procmre  a  Quantity  of  Forage  for  the  Supply  of  the 
public  HOTsee  that  are  frequently  under  the  Neoesaity  of  caUfog  at 
this  Post 

I  am,  J.  P. 


Pains*  Bbsd  to  Mb.  Holkse,  1780. 


M 


I  took  an  early  Opp^  to  communicate  to  the  Council  your  Reqnesi 
touching  the  French  Sailors* — ^The  urgent  Business  of  the  Army 
prevented  any  Act  being  passed  till  this  morning — ^the  Council 
ever  desirous  to  promote  Uie  Interest  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty 
&  his  Subjects  having  taken  it  up  have  agreed  to  the  inclosed  Re- 
solves—which we  hope  will  prove  both  satisfactory  &  effectual. 

The  Council  has  dso  taken  into  Consideration  the  Representation 
made  by  Mr.  Slough  of  his  Difficulties  in  passing  the  State  Money- 
And  tho  we  have  Reason  to  believe  there  has  not  been  all  the  Dia- 
position  or  Exertion  which  in  such  Case  could  be  wished,  we  cannot 
think  it  consistent  with  the  Honour  of  the  State  that  it  should  be 
considered  as  an  Embarrassm*  to  an  Individual,  &  therefore  it  will 
be  quite  agreeable  to  us  to  receive  it  whenever  you  please  &  cancel 
the  Inrtrument-— You  will  please  so  far  as  you  judge  necessary  to 
communicate  to  the  Minister  the  farther  Progress  of  this  Transao* 
tion,  with  our  Senoe  of  his  kind  Intentions  manifested  on  this 
Occasion. 

I  am  Sir^ 

your  Obed.  &  very 

Hbbl.  Serv. 
hidonedt 

17aO;  June  22^  To  Honble  Mr.  Holker,  Consul  of  Fnnoe. 

*  See  page  847. 
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P&XS.   IftSftD  TO  D£JiSeATE6  IN   CONaRBSS,   1780. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Commander  in  Chief  has  oalled  upon  as  in  the  most  pressing 
Manner  for  250  T^ms  to  be  im mediately  forwarded  into  New  Jer- 
sey with  which  we  are  determined  to  comply  with  all  possible  Ezpe- 
ditioD.  Bat  when  we  reflect  upon  the  trifling  Sam  allowed  by  the 
United  States  compared  with  the  necessary  &  unavoidable  Ezpenee 
which  attends  this  Service  we  cannot  wonder  at  the  Seluctanoe  of 
the  People  to  enter  into  it.  The  present  Pay  is  not  more  than  6s.  8d. 
Specie  ^  Bay,  whereas  heretofore  when  there  was  a  greater  Plenty 
of  Wagons  &  Labour  ft  Forage  much  cheaper,  the  Rate  was  2  Dol- 
lars '^  Day.  The  manifest  Injustice  nf  the  Price  will  also  be  more 
striking  as  the  Agents  under  Mens'  de  Cornay  noif  offer  one  third 
more  than  the  stated  Price  allowed  by  Congress,  ft  yet  have  made 
little  Progress. 

We  would  also  wish  you  to  make  ^  Seasonable  Application  to 
Congress  that  a  Number  of  Arms  may  be  supplied  the  Militia  who 
are  ordered  to  \>e  in  Readiness  to  join  Gen.  Washington  in  Case  of 
Necesdty.  There  is  a  peculiar  Justice  ft  Propriety  in  our  Reque9t  as 
the  United  States  have  availed  themselves  at  all  Times  of  our  Arms 
hj  leaving  them  at  Camp  pursuant  to  the  Directions  of  the  Comman- 
der in  Chief  ft  delivering  them  out  here  on  Request — Ot^er  States 
who  have  not  the  same  Plea  have,  as  we  are  informed,  been  supplied 
ont  of  the  Continental  Stock,  and  it  will  be  of  little  Service  to  take 
Men  to  the  Field  without  Arms. — ^You  will  therefore  take  a  suitable 
Oceasion  to  urge  these  Points  as  of  indispensable  Necessity  to  the 
pablick  Service. 

I  am,  Gentlemen;  most  respectfully 

your  Obed  Hbbl.  Serv. 
Jndoriedf 

1780,  Jane  23'^;  Honble  the  Delegates  of  P%  in  Congress. 


Col.  Sahl.  J,  Atlss  to  Pbes.  Rbsd,  1780. 

Lanoa^r,  June  23d,  1780. 
Sir, 

Tour  Ezcellencys  Letter  of  the  20th  I  have  received,  and  hope 
youll  credit  me  when  I  assure  you  I  am  exerting  my  utmost 
abilities  for  the  forwarding  the  Recruits  to  you,  The  men  are 
easily  prooared  here,  if  the  provision  cou'd  be  as  easily  made  in  the 
several  Townships  for  their  pay. 

I  hope  to  be  able  by  Sunday  morning  to  send  off  at  least  100 
good  meni  the  rest  shall  be  sent  off  as  fast  as  they  arrive. 

It|pTe9  me  reed  pain  to- hear  of  oar  good  Generals  distresied 
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8itaatioii|  we  were  in  anctioiis  ezpeotation  of  the  armal  of  the  Fle«t 
of  Fnnoe,  which  I  hope  hiings  him  a  Beinforoement  to  thwar^  the 
intentions  of  S'  Harry. 

I  am  yonr  Ezoellenoys 

most  oV  and  most  Hble  Serv*; 

SABL  J.  ATLEE. 

Directed, 

On  pnUick  Service  ^ 

His  Ezcelfency  Joseph  Beed;  Esqr.;  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylyania. 


RbSOLUTIOK  Of  OONGRBBSy  1780. 

In  Congress,  Jnne  23, 1780. 
A  Letter  of  20  from  Oen>  Washington  was  read,  Ordered,  That 
an  extract  thereof  be  sent  by  express  to  each  of  the  states  from 
Newhampshire  to  Haryhind,  inclnsive,  and  that  the  exeentiye  powers 
bo  most  earnestly  reqaested  to  forward  on  the  supplies  of  men  & 
provisions  with  the  utmost  expeditioni  and  transmit  to  Congress  and 
the  committee  at  head  quarters  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  their 
respective  states  on  which  the  commander  in  chief  can  rely  and  by 
which  he  may  be  enabled  to  regulate  his  future  operations. 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Resolution  of  General  Assembly  op  Virginia,  1780. 

In  the  House  of  Delegates, 

June  the  23d,  1780. 
The  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  have  had  under  their  consid- 
eration the  agreement  entered  into  between  the  Commissioners  of 
this  Commonwealth  and  those  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Baltimore,  on  the 
thirty  first  day  of  August,  in  the  year  1779,  respecting  the  disputed 
territory  and  boundary  lines  between  two  states,  together  with  the 
papers  and  proceedings  thereupon ;  and  altho'  the  General  Assembly 
of  Virginia  are  far  from  thinking  the  reasoning  of  Pennsjrivania 
Commissioners  in  support  of  their  claim  conclusive,  or  that  this 
Commonwealth  is  bound  by  the  ageucy  of  Commissioners,  whose 
powers  were  restrained  to  an  agreement  for  ascertaining  boundaries 
to  be  referred  to  their  respective  assemblies  for  their  ratification  or* 
rejection ;  yet  actuated  l>y  the  same  prinoiples  and  motives  which 
induced  the  Convention  of  Virginia,  in  that  act  which  formed  our. 
BOW  Government,  to  make  a  cession  and  release  of  the  ierritorjs  eon* 
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tebed  wUku  ikeir  lespeetive  ohartefs  to  tiie  Deighboaring  sUtes,  to 
promote  the  oommoii  eanae  of  America ;  to  prevent,  as  far  as  in  their 
power,  fatare  dispate  and  animositj,  and  to  prove  the  ainoerity  of 
their  professions  and  desire  to  cnltivate  and  maintain  the  most  cor- 
dial harmony  with  their  sister  State  of  Penaylvania,  united  with  ns 
by  the  most  sacred  ties,  in  the  defence  of  our  common  rights  and 
liberty,  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  are  willing  to  ratify  the 
aforeeaid  agreement^  on  the  Conditions  ejpresaed  in  the  following 
resolve,  corresponding  with  the  reservation  in  their  offer  of  December 
the  18th,  1776. 

Resolved,  therefore,  that  the  agreement  made  on  the  31st  day  of 
August,  1779,  between  James  Madison  and  Robert  Anarews,  Oom- 
misflioners  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  and  George  Bryan, 
John  Ewing  and  David  Rittenhouse,  Commissioners  for  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pensylvania,  be  ratified  and  finally  confirmed,  to  wit., 
that  the  line  commonly  called  Mason's  and  Dixon's  line  be  extended 
due  west  five  degrees  of  longitude,  to  be  computed  from  the  river 
Delaware,  for  the  southern  boundary  of  Pensylvania  and  that  a 
meridian  drawn  from  the  western  extremity  thereof  to  the  northern 
limits  of  the  said  States  respectively,  be  the  western  boundary  of 
Pensylvania  forever,  On  Condition  that  the  private  property  and 
rights  of  all  persons  acquired  under,  founded  on,  or  recognized  by 
the  laws  cf  either  Country  previous  to  the  date  hereof  be  saved  and 
confirmed  to  them,  altho'  they  should  be  found  to  fall  within  the 
other,  and  that  in  the  decision  of  disputes  thereupon  preference  shall 
be  given  to  the  elder  or  prior  right  which  ever  of  the  said  states  the 
same  shall  have  been  acquired  under,  such  persons  paying  within 
whose  boundary  their  lands  shall  be  included  the  same  purchase 
or  consideration  money  which  would  have  been  due  from  them  to 
the  state  under  which  they  claimed  the  right ;  and  where  an^  such 
purchase  or  consideration  money  hath,  since  the  declaration  of 
American  Independence  been  received  by  either  state  for  lands  which 
according  to  the  before  recited  agreement  shall  fall  within  the  terri- 
tory of  the  other  the  same  shall  be  reciprocally  refunded  and  repaid, 
and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  disputed  territory,  now  ceded  to  the 
State  of  Pensylvania,  shall  not  before  the  first  day  of  December,  in 
the  present  year,  be  subject  to  the  payment  of  any  tax,  nor  at  any 
time  to  the  payment  of  arrears  of  taxes  or  impositions  heretofore  laid  , 
by  either  state. 

Resolved,  that  upon  the  acceptance  and  full  ratification  of  this 
•^•adition  and  agreement  on  the  part  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pen- 
sylvania, the  Oovemour  be  empowered  with  the  advice  of  the  Council 
to  appoint  -two  Commissioners  on  behalf  of  this  Commonwealth,  in 
conjunction  with  Commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pensylvania,  to  extend  the  line  commonly  called  Mason's 
and  Dixtfn's  line  five  degrees  of  longitude  from  Delaware  River,  as 
aforesaid,  and  from  the  western  termination  thereof  to  run  and  mark 
a  mejudJHQ  line' to  the  Ohio  River,  which  is  as  far  as  the  General 
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AsBetakblf  coDoeive  tb)9  same  esii'ftt  present  be  e:^tended  wA  marked 
without  danger  of  umbrage  to  the  Indians ;  giving  to  the  said  Com- 
miasionerB,  on  the  part  of  Virginia,  auoh  inatructions  therein  iaa  this 
mdviee  of  the  Gotmeii  ahall  jadge  prepcfr. 

Teste.-  JOHN  BECKLEY,  C.  h.  d. 
A  Copy.    JOHN  BECKLEY,  C.  h.  d. 
1780^  July  ist)  agreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

WILL.  DREW,  as. 
Indorsed, 

1780.  Received  Augaat  4tfa,  Resolatioii  of  the  Virginia  Aoiem- 
bly  r^peoting  the  disputed  boundary  with  Pensylva&ift.  28d  Jahe, 
1780.    Sept  2^dj  1780.    Agreed  to  by  the  Assembly  of  Pennaa.- 


GovSRlroB  Les  of  Martland  to  Pres.  Besd,  1780. 

In  Counoil;  Annapolis^  2dd  Junoi  1780. 
Sir, 

We  reeeired  yonr  favor  of  the  16th,  and  have  laid  it,  with  the 
Besolution  of  your  Excellency  &  Council,  before  the  General 
Assembly.  As  soon  as  the  result  of  tbeir  deliberation  thereon  ia 
made  known  to  us  we  shall  communicate  it  to  your  Ezcellencv.  We 
are  sensible  that  your  design,  in  laying  the  Embargo,  may  be  frus- 
trated, unless  a  similar  R^olution  is  adopted  by  this  State,  and 
therefore  we  should  not  have  hesitated  in  the  Recess  of  the  Assembly 
to  have  imposed  such  a  Restriction  as  would  have  prevented  the  evU 
suggested  in  your  Letter. 

Nothing  has  a  stronger  Tendency  to  preserve  that  Harmony,  so 
desirable  between  our  States,  as  mutual  Endeavours  to  facilitate  the 
Execution  of  Measures,  concerted  by  either,  for  the  (General  good, 
and  being  under  that  impression,  we  shall,  on  every  occasion,  cheax- 
fully  co-operate  with  your  Board  in  furthering  them. 
We  are,  with  perfect  respect  &  Esteem, 

Tour  EzoeUy'a  mo.  obedt.  &  mo.  H'ble  Servft., 

THO.  SIM  LEE.* 

Directed, 
His  Ezo'y,  Jos.  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  SUte  of  Peniisyl- 

vania. 

*  Seo  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  400. 
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COMMITVEB  OF  CoNORBSS  IX   CAlilP  TO    PrES.   ReKD^  1780. 

Circular. 

MonrU  Town,  June  23S  1780. 
Sir, 

Impressed  with  the  neoestity  of  giving  you  the  earliest  informa- 
iiou  of  every  iiDportant  ocearraiioe.  We  therefore  inolose  you  a 
copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Commander  in  Chief  this  moment  reoeived. 

From  the  aceamulated  dbtresses  of  onr  Army  which  we  are  daily 
spectatoiB  of-— From  the  jeopardy  we  have  twice  seen  them  in — &. 
from  the  fatal  eonseauenoes  that  must  have  resulted  from  a  defeat 
(which  would  inevitably  have  been  the  Consequence,  had  the  enemy 
at  first,  and  «till  will  be,  should  they  even  now  pursue  their  object) 
We  are  oonstrained^  again  to  call  on  you  in  the  most  pressing  man 
ner  to  forvrard  your  quota  of  men  and  supplies  agreeable  to  our 
estimate  of  the  2*  Instant  &  prevent  the  total  Sacrifice  of  the  few 
brave  and  intrepid  spirits  that  at  present  oompose  our  army  and 
avoid  the  indelible  stain  that  must  ecmsequently  be  fixed  on  these 
States,  should,  sueh  an  event  take  place.    .^Thus  &r  Circular.) 

That  part  of  the  Generals  Letter  r^pectmg  the  state  of  the  storai 
here,  u  a  matter  of  such  pressing  necessity,  that  we  oonoeive  it  to 
be  our  duty  to  give  the  earliest  attention  to  it.  The  situation  of 
the  magasines  at  this  post,  is  truly  deplorable,  the  enemy  are  cer- 
tainly pushing  at  them,  and  we  are  in  no  condition  to  move  them 
for  want  of  teams,  if  they  do  not  effect  their  purpose  at  this  time,  it 
is  evident  they  mean  to  persist  untill  the  situation  of  our  affairs 
renders  it  necessary  for  the  remains  of  our  Army  to  move  Arom 
hence,  when  there  will  be  no  impediment  to  the  execution  of  their 

K*  n.     We  hope  therefore  Sir,  you  will  enable  the  officers  of  the 
partment  to  improve  this  interval  so  as  to  effect  their  removal  to 
a  place  of  greater  safety  by  having  the  teams  which  are  requested  of 
your  state  immediately  sent  forward. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  the  highest  respect  &  Esteem, 

Your  Excellency's 

Most  Ob«  Hum.  Serv*, 

JN*  MATHEWS, 
NATH.  PEABODY. 

Directedy 

.  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq*. 
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GbN.  WaSHIKGTON  to  CoMMITTBB  of  CONChRBSi^  1780. 

Head  QaartorSy  Rookawaj,  Jane  23%  1780. 
Oentlemen, 

The  enemy  are  now  in  full  foroe  bending  their  march  towards 
Morris  Town  and  by  my  last  advices  had  advanced  beyond  Spring- 
field. They  were  vigourously  opposed  by  our  advanced  Corps ;  Bat 
what  could  the  valour  of  a  handful  do  against  so  infinite  a  superiority 
of  numbers.  The  enemy  can  effect  any  particular  object  they  may 
attempt.  Besides  the  Army  they  can  have  no  other  in  the  State 
than  our  Stores.  As  we  cannot  defend  them  we  must  endeavour  to 
remove  them.  I  am  so  entirely  engaged  in  attention  to  our  military 
operations  that  I  must  intreat  yoii  to  write  to  the  executive  of  Pen- 
syl*  and  Jersey  pressiug  them  to  bring  out  all  the  Waggons  they 
can  to  our  relief,  an  application  has  been  already  made  to  Pensyl* 
for  two  hundred  &  fifty  Waggons — these  ought  to  be  instantly 
furnished. 

But  we  do  not  know  what  may  be  the  ultimate  designs  of  the 
enemy — all  we  know  is  that  they  are  very  strong  and  that  we  are 
very  weak.  1  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  th6  States  may  be 
.again  called  upon  to  redouble  their  exertions  to  comply  with  the 
demands  that  have  been  already  made  upon  them.  It  is  essential  to 
our  immediate  safety  to  say  nothing  of  the  expected  Oo-operation. 
If  she  means  to  be  free  this  is  the  moment  for  America  to  exert 
herself. 

With  every  sentiment  of  Esteem, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Gentlemen, 

Your  Most  Hbble  Sev., 

G-  WASHINGTON, 
Directed, 
.    Honble  Committee  of  Co-operation. 


Col.  Joseph  Hart  to  Pass.  Rebd,  1780. 

June  y  23-,  1780.' 
Hon'd  Sir, 

Councils  Letter  of  the  20*'*  came  safoilo  hand  last  Evening ;  and 
that  nothing  might  be  wanting  on  my  part  have  sent  Expresses  to 
the  Sub  Lieutenants,  'tho  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  they  were  has- 
tening on  the  Business  as  fast  as  possible.  I  suppose  Col.  Kaohlines 
men  are  in  the  Barracks  before  now,  as  he  told  toe  they  were  to 
March  last  Thursday.  I  cannot  say  so  much  of  Col.  Wall  or- 
Anderson,  but  think  they  must  be  well  forward.  I  have  got  all  my 
Men  but  one,  and  send  a  part  down  this  Day.  It  realy  is  very  hard 
getting  the  men  to  Inlist,  and  when  Inlistcd,  almost  as  hard  to  get 
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them  away.  I  will  however  if  Possible  have  the  remainder  of  mine 
down  iii4he  Beginning  of  next  Week;  and  sooner  I  cannot^  bat  I 
hare  not  to  add  more  than  I  am, 

Yonr  Ezcelies 

moat  Obt  Hmble  Serr^ 

JOSEPH  HART. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Seedi  Esq.;  President  of  the  Sopreme 
£xecntive  Council  &c. 


Nicholas  Lutz  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1780* 

Reading,  24th  Jnne^  1780. 
Sir, 

i  rec'd  your  Excelleneys  favour  of  the  21"*  Ins*  as  also  an  Order 
oa  the  Odttnty  Treasvrer  for  One  Thousand  Pounds.  I  shall  decline 
purchasing  Flesh  agreeable  to  your  Ord^, — have  sent  all  the  Cat- 
tle A  Sheep  I  had  on  hand  to  Philad*  as  I  had  agreed  with  the 
Hands  to  take  them  there  before.  I  reed  your  Excellenoys  Orders  of 
Sending  them  to  Camp. 

I  have  a  few  Sheep  &  one  Ox  which  is  cot  yet  brought  in,  which 
the  Issuing  Commissary  at  this  Post  presses  me  to  driver  him,  as 
the  provisions  are  Nigh  out,  &  a  Number  of  Prisoners  &  Marching 
Parties  of  our  own  Troops  must  be  supplied  :  If  you  give  mo  Orders, 
I  shall  deliver  them  acQQrding  to  his  request  &  endeavour  to  Safely 
him  further. 

I  shall  do  every  thing  in.  my  Power  to  procure  the  Flour  you  have 
Ordered,  but  I  must  acquaint  you  that  Wheat  is  Scarcer  than  I  ex- 
pected, and  am .  in  some  doubt  I  will  not  be  able  to  futnish  that 
Quantity  before  Harvest. 
I  am  Sir, 

Yonr  Excellency's  Most  Obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

NICHOLAS  LDTZ. 
J}ireei€dy 

(Public  Service) 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'.,  President  of  the  Supreme 
ExeQUtive  Counci)|  Philad*. 
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Col-  L.  Nicola  to  PaES.  Eeed,  1780. 

Gentlemen : 

The  nnmber  of  reeniits  enoreMing  I  tbongbt  it  proper  to  enquire 
on  the  parade  this  morning  what  nnmber  was  ready  to  go  to  oamp 
&  found  only  about  60,  all  of  Backs  &  Philadelphia  oonnties,  none 
of  the  city  being  yet  setled  with,  judging  it  highly  improper  to  keep 
them  longer  in  this  place  I  haye  ordered  Cap'  M^'Elhalton  &  a  sub- 
altem  of  the  Invalids  to  conduct  them  to  the  army,  possibly  before 
they  set  out  the  number  may  be  encreased  from  the  Country.  The 
Cap*  will  wait  on  you  to  receive  any  orders  you  may  judge  necessary. 

Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  I  am  with  respect, 

Gentlemen  your  most  obed.  Serv* 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 
J^ireeted, 
To  his  Excellency  the  President  &  Hoo>*  Ezeeatiye  GooooiL 


COL.  Lewis  Nioola  to  Pbes.  Reed,  1780. 

I  am  favoured  with  your  Excellencies  letter  of  this  day  with  the 
book  which  is  preparing  for  the  purpose  intended  ft  shall  be  eom- 
pleated  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

'^  By  the  wording  of  the  attestation  it  appears  as  if  a  particnlar  one 
was  to  be  drawn  out  for  each  man  which,  considering  the  number; 
will  take  up  much  time  ft  prevent  the  mens  setting  out  for  a  day 
or  two,  I  bog  your  opinion  whether  it  would  not  answer  the  purpose 
to  have  the  attestation  copied  into  the  book  in  a  form  less  particular, 
as  I  having  enlisted  into  the  Corps  of  Pensylvania  volunteers  do 
swear  fto.,  and  underneath — We  who  have  sabscribed  our  names, 
or  made  our  marks  in  this  ft  the  following  pages  have  sworn  or 
affirmed  to  the  above  attestation. 

A.  B.  of  1"'  Bat.  of  Bucks  County  each  page  to  be  certified  at 
bottom  by  the  Justice. 

I  am  with  respect. 

Your  Excellencies 

most  obed  Serv* 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 

24  June,  1780. 

Direciedf 
To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  President  of  the  State. 
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Qm.  H.  K50X  TO  Paes.  IUbbp,  1780. 

Trenton,  27  Jane,  1780. 
Hj  dear  Sir, 

From  the  exertions  that  have  been  made,  I  am  in  hopes  that  all 
the  floor  at  thb  place  will  be  in  motion  towards  New  Windsor 
before  to-morrow  night.  The  Country  is  animated,  and  turn  out 
their  teams  with  great  spirit— «nd  now  is  the  time  to  improve  it,  bj 
supplying  flour  to  be  formed  into  a  magazine  above  our  posts  in  the 
highlands.  This  hint  will  be  a  sufficient  inducement  to  jour 
Bxoellency,.  to  use  your  influenee  that  all  the  flour  which  can  be 
procured  be  forwarded  on  instantly  to  this  place.  If  the  spirit  shall 
oontinue,  and  I  believe  it  will,  we  mAy,  by  managing  it  properly,  be 
able  to  form  such  a  magazine  on  the  North  Biver  as  will  place  us 
beyond  feeling  (unching  hunger  from  the  failure  of  a  brigade  of 
teams,  and  wluch  will  greatly  aceelerate  the  proposed  operations  off 
Ae  campaign. 

From  the  information  of  Col.  Cos  of  a  conversation  he  had  with 
jour  Excellency,  and  the  Executive  Council,  respecting  the  pay  of 
the  waggons  which  might  be  drawn  forth  as  part  of  the  quota  of 
Pennsylvania,  we  were  induced  to  promise  that  the  hire  of  th^ 
waggons  which  should  be  procured  by  us  in  Bucks  County  on  the 
present  occasion,  and  which  we  presumed  would  be  reckoned  as 
part  of  the  State's  quota,  should  be  paid  immediately  by  John  Oliver 
Esq'.,  at  Bristol,  at  the  rates  I  informed  you  yesterday.  CoL  Cox  and 
myself  therefore  shall  be  under  great  obligations  to  your  Excellency 
and  the  Executive  Council  to  order  as  much  of  the  new  state  money 
to  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  said  M'  Oliver  as  the  amount  of  the 
estimate  of  Uie  hire  of  the  said  waggons,  which  estimate  CoL  Coi; 
will  transmit  to  your  Excellency  as  soon  as  he  shall  obtain  the 
jsamber  that  are  employed. 
I  have  the  honor  Sir, 

to  be  with  great  Respect, 

Your  Excellency's 

most  Obedient 

Humble  Servant 

H.KNOX. 
Directedy 

Uis  Excellency,  President  Beed. 

♦  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  400. 
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Wm.  Lank  to.  CJouifciL,  1780. 

His  Exoelleoey  Joseph  Beed  Esqaire  President  to  the  Sapreme 

Exeoative  GoaDciL 
OeQilemen, 

Haying  Engaged  with  M'.  Peter  Deheaven  to  Stoek  Thirty  Mns* 
kets  in  July  1777  he  the  Said  M'.  Debeaven  being  Imj^oyed  by  the 
State  &  baring  the  Direction  of  the  factory  at  French  Greek,  Having 
finished  Sixteen  of  the  above  Mnskits  A  Delivered  them  to  him  at 
French  Greek  Afiis'^.  Intending  to  Garry  the  Remainder  there  as 
soon  as  finished,  bnt  before  I  got  the  Remaining  Fourteen  done  Sf**. 
Debeaven  Affs'',  had  moved  to  Hnmels  Town  near  to  Harrises  Feiry^ 
k  Intended  GarryiDg  them  there  to  him,  General  Waynes  Division 
having  moved  to  the  Trapp  Glose  to  where  your  Petitioner  lived  from 
the  Action  at  the  Peoley  Gapt'*.  Thomas  Church  hearing  your  Peti* 
tioner  had  Publick  Mu^its  Stocking  for  M'.  Debeaven  Said  Cap'^ 
Church  then  Gomm''>>  the  5th,  Pennsylv'*  Reg'^  Came  to  me  .lb 
desired  that  I  should  Deliver  to  him  the  Pnbli<^  Mnskits  which  I 
had  stocked  he  told  me  that  A  number  of  the  men  of  that  Reg'^  had 
lost  their  Arms  in  y«  Aetion  Affs'*  &  he  Expected  the  Reg''  would 
be  .called  in  action  before  he  Gould  get  the  men  Armed  Elsewhere, 
your  Petitioner  told  Cap'^"  Church  he  was  to  Deliver  Said  Muskits 
to  M^  Deheaven  or  his  Order,  he  ssid  he  would-  take  them  as  thd 
Service  then  Required  them  much  at  that  time,  &  Sent.  A  Seij. 
and  six  men  &  took  them  leaving  a  Receipt  for  the  same  whidh  I 
inclose. 

Some  Short  time  after  I  applyed  to  M«  Peter  Debeaven  for  Pay  for 
Stocking  the  thirty  Muskits  Affs'<.  Which  be  Refused  to  Pay  for 
any  but  the  Sixteen  which  he  ReC*'  I  Shewed  the  Receipt  got  from 
Captain  Church  he  said  your  Petitioner  had  no  Right  to  lei  Captain 
Church  take  the  Remaiuing  Fourteen,  I  likewise  told  him  Gapt'n 
Church  took  them  without  my  leave,  he  said  I  should  fnroish  Fourteen 
in  their  Place  as  he  was  Accountable  for  them,  your  Petitioner  was 
Oblight  to  go  &  buy  Fourteen  Muskit  Barrels  &  Locks  &  Stock  & 
Mount  them,  and  Delivered  them  to'  M'.  Peter  Deheaven  Affs''.  & 
your  Petitioner  never  has  Reo'*  any  satisfaction  from  any  Person 
what  Ever  for  the  Affs**  Fourteen  Muskits,  the  Value  of  them  being 
£3  0  0  Each  which  makes  £42  0  0  Specie. 

May  it  therefore  Please  your  Honours  to  grant  your  Petitioner 
Pay  for  the  Affs'*.  Fourteen  Muskits  and  shall  Ever  Pray. 

June  ye  25th,  1780. 

WILLIAM  LANE. 
Direetedf 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  Commander  in  Chief  of 
Militia  k  Navy  of  the  State  of  Pennsylv*. 
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GsN.  WAamsQTON  to  Pass.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Head  Qiuurte»  Wfaippeny  near  Morrii  Town  25th  Jane^  1780. 
Dear  SiTy 

I  have  been  honored  with  yonr  Bzeelleney'a  favor  of  Ae  20th  and 
22d  instant  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  to  find  yon  express  a  donbt  of 
being  able  immediately  to  proeore  the  nnmber  of  250  Waggons  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvaniai  if  we  should  be  disappointed  in  that  quarter 
I  know  not  where  we  are  to  apply.  The  Quarter  Master  Gknerai 
hasy  as  you  ebiwrve,  a  considerable  number  of  Waggons  laying  idle 
for  want  of  Horses,  could  you  procure  a  sufficiency  of  them,  to  put 
these  Waggons  in  motion,  it  Would  answer  »  very  valuable  pQrpoea>* 
— ^that  of  moving  the  Baggage  and  necessary  Stores  of  the  Army, 
which  are  now  scattered  in  a  most  inconvenient  manner  upon  the 
whole  communication-— subject  to  loss  and  peculation,  and  making 
an  amazing  draft  from  the  strength  of  the  Army,  as  an  extra  number 
of  fiuaide  must  be  left  to  take  care  of  them. 

The  Enemy  abandoned  this  State  the  night  before  last;  .  Thej 
advanced,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  in  very  considerable  force  as  far 
as  Springfield,  which  they  burnt  intirely  (two  Houses  excepted)  with 
several  buildings  in  the  neighbourhood.  They  were  warmly  opposed 
in  their*  progress,  by  the  advanced  troops  under  the  command  of 
General  Greene.  This  change  of  position  will  render  the  service  of 
the  Philad^  Troop  of  Light  Dragoons  unnecessary  at  this  juncture. 
Hearing  they  were  upon  their  march,  I  yesterday  desired  CoP* 
Moylan  to  meet  them,  with'  my  thanks,  for  their  rMdy  oomplianco 
wfth  my  request,  and  to  inform  them  that  there  was  no  occasion  fojf 
them  to  come  forward. 

I  very  much  admire  the  patriotic  Spirit  of  the  Ladies  of  Philad% 
and  shall  with  great  pleasure  give  them  my  advice,  as  to  the  appii- 
cation  of  their  benevolent  and  generous  donation  to  the .  Soldiers  of 
the  Army.  Altho'  the  terms  of  the  association  seem  in  some  nea« 
sure  to  prselude  the  purchase  of  any  article,  which  the  pubHo  is 
bound  to  find,  I  would,  nevertheless,  recommend  a  provisiott  of  shirts 
in  preference  to  any  thing  else,  in  case  the  fund  should  amount  to 
a  sum  equivalent  to  a  supply  of  eight  or  ten  thousand.  The  Soldiery 
are  exceedingly  in  want  of  them,  ajid  the  public  have  never,  for 
several  years  past,  been  able  to  procure  a  sufficient  quantity  to  make 
them  comfortable.  They  are  besides  more  capable  of  an  equal  and 
satisfactory  distribution  then  almost  any  other  Article.  Should  the 
fund  fall  short  of  a  supply  of  the  number  of  Shirts^  I  have  mentioned 
perhaps  there  could  be  no  letter  application  of  the  money,  than 
laying  it  out  in  the  purohase  of  refreshments  for.  the  Hospitals. 
These  are  my  Ideas  at  present.  When  I  have  the  pleasure  of  hearing 
more  particularly  from  M".  Beed,  I  shall  probably  be  able  to  form 
a  more  complete  <^plnion. 

I  shall  agreeable  tp  your  Exoellency's  request,  send  down  a  feiv 
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Offioera  to  take  charge  of,  and  bring  forward  the  DrafU.  As  to  the 
bosinesB  of  recraiting  by  volontarj  inliatoMatB,  joa  may  be  assured 
that  its  operation,  if  attended  with  tolerable  success  in  the  end,  will 
be  too  slow  to  answer  our  present  purposes.  I  would  therefore  most 
earnestly  recommend  to  you,  to  place  no  dependanoe  upon  any  such 
Measave,  but,  by  an  immediate  augmentation  of  Drafts,  sup^y  the 
Men  required  from  PennaylTanta  by  the  Committee  of  Congress. 
They  make  so  ccmsiderable  a  part  of  the  force  estimated  as  necessary 
to  give  a  probabiUty  of  oeitainty  to  our  expected  operations^  that  they 
eannot  be  dispensed  with. 

Be  kind  enough  to  deliver  or  forward  the  inclosed  to  M**.  Wash- 
ingtoo.  I  am  iiSaitely  obliged  to  your  BxoeUenoy  and  to  M**.  Seed 
iw  your  polite  attention  to  her.  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Begard  Dear  Sir 
y*  most  ob't  and  h'ble  Senrt 
G-.  WASHINGTON. 

Gov.  Reed. 


Philip  Mabsxbllbr  to  P&ks.  Ebsd,  1780. 

Lebanon,  Jnae  25th,  1780. 

Four  Bxcellendes  &vor  of  tiie  1%^  by  Cap*  Weiser  name  dpTy  to 
hand,  and  aoknoiriedge  the  raoeipt  of  an  Order  of  Oonneil  fot 
^372.  From  the  time  I  started  the  other  drove  of  GaUIe  nnta 
yoor  fiivor  came  to  hand,  I  had  purchased  Forty  odd  Heads  more, 
whieh  I  shall  cause  to  be  driven  for  Philad*"  on  Wednesday  nesi» 
and  do  now  according  to  direction  Cease  making  any  further  Pnr« 


I  thank  the  Honourable  Connml  for  their  appobtm*  aa  Vwf  Maa* 
ter,  which  appoint*  eame  to  my  Hands  festerday. 

My  opinion  as  to  the  price  of  Flour  and  Wheat  is,  That  Flour 
my  be  had  from  20s.  to  22s.  6,  and  Wheat  at  7s.  6,  hard  money, 
which  prices^  I  think,  will  pufchaae  all  the  Grain  k  Flouer  whieh 
can  be  spared  in  the  County,  and  in  Continental  Money  it  will  at 
St  be  near  60  Prices,  but  if  the  Taxes  and  other  Pnblie  Monies 
collected  with  Spirit,  it  will  naturally  lower  the  Contineatal 

ee.  I  have  heard  a  gei^  say  that  if  he  Imd  Speda  he  would  get 
^heat  from  6s.  9  to  7s.,  but  I  have  tm  much  reason  to  differ  witb 
him  in  opinion,  and  am  well  assured  it  cannot  be  made  a  General 
h  Cumnt  price.  As  to  the  <|uantity  whieh  might  be  depended  on 
fipom  this  County  is  a  question  to  whioh  I  can  give  no  pomtivo 
answer,  but  beUeve  that  some  Flouer,  and  4  or  5  thousand  BusheU 
•f  Wheat  may  be  lendSy  fiuxehaaed  in  this  part  of  the  Countiy, 


rient 
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price. 
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flBpMuiHj  iof  9p«ouL  And  if  jonr  BzcellMiey  In  jrotir  QiiesiioB 
indndes  the  Crop  now  in  the  Fields,  I  will  venlnre  to  8aj  that  n 
Ywj^  large  quantity  of  Wheat  m^y  he  had,  provided  the  Person 
intmated  with  the  management  ja  a  man  of  Buainesa  and  Industry, 
for  our  Crops  are  very  pleasing,  and  if  nothing  further  happens  ta 
destroy  them  it  will  be  a  year  of  jdenty. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  give  it  as  my  Opinion  that  it  would  be 
Cheapest  to  purchase  the  Wheat  and  not  the  manufactured  FJouer, 
for  there  is  never  a  proper  allowance  made  for  the  Value  of  the 
OfiFals,  which  is  of  great  use  for  Horse  food,  and  might  be  the  saving 
of  many  pounds.  And  if  the  whole  of  the  Business  be  intrusted  to 
one  Man  only,  he  being  a  man  of  Charaoter,  Honesty,  Industry  and 
Frugality,  I  make  no  doubt  but  money  may  be  saved ;  for  Ambition 
and  Self  Interest  is  to  often  dear  paid  for  in  the  Transaction  of 
public  Business.  As  your  Excellency  wants  my  opinion  fully  upon 
the  Subject  I  make  fr^e  to  add  the  above  Hints.  Col.  Kucher  gives 
his  best  Complym**  to  your  Excellency,  and  begs  the  Commissions 
for  the  Ofl&oers  of  the  2d  Batl.  of  militia  may  be  sent  by  the  bearer. 
The  Yoiuntiers  are  set  out  from  this  end  of  the  County.  I  am 
anxious  for  the  news  of  the  Jersies,  and  dread  the  Consequence. 
The  bearer  is  Waiting,  therefore  must  Conclude  by  reminding  your 
Excellency  of  my  readiness  to  serve  my  Country  to  the  best  of  my 
weak  abilities. 

After  ^hich  I  crave  the  Honor  of  Subscribing  my  self 
Tour  Excellencies  most  Obed^ 

and  Very  Hum'  Serv*, 

P.  MARSTELLER. 
DtrecUdf 

Publie  service. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  Prekid*  of  the  Sup""  Exe' 
Council  of  Pennsylv*. 

^  Express. 


GoL.  Lewis  Nicola  to  Prss.  Rebb,  1780. 

Oentlemeui 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  of  123  volunteer^  that  were  in  this 
city  yesterday,  I  could  not,  with  my  utmost  exertions  send  off  more 
Chan  42  in  the  afternoon.  As  it  is  unnecessary  for  two  officers  ta 
march  with  that  nnmbcr  I  have  directed  Lieut.  Honeyman  to 
remain  in  Trenton,  as  I  propose  sendiug  to  him  by  every  continental: 
shallop  that  goes  up  such  men  as  may  be  ready,  that  he  may,  when 
a  sufficient  number  are  collected,  march  them  to  camp. 

I  endeavoured  to  have  the  volunteers  from  the  city  sworn  this 
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moroiiig  &  their  DeMriptio&s  entered  in  the  beeflTy  hal  Ihey  ironld' 
not  do  either  'till  fallj  settled  with. 

Inclosed  is  ft  copy  of  my  instmotions  to  Gftp*  McElhatton,  wUdh 
I  send  for  the  iDspection  of  the  Oonnoil  that,  in  case  any  allerationfl 
are  thongfat  requisite,  I  may  be  favoured  with  directions. 

As  6  or  7  of  the  bad,  soon  after  their  coming  here,  obtained  per- 
mission to  return  home  in  order  to  receiye  their  money  &  get  olothsi 
under  a  promise  specified  in  tbe  farloff  to  meet  the  party  at  Trenton 
this  day.  I  hare  famished  Capt  MoElhatton  with  proper  papers 
for  their  being  sworn  A  described. 

Permit  me  to  assure  yon  that 

I  am  with  respect,  Gentlemen, 

*  Tour  most  obed*  Servant, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 

26  June,  1780.  , 

Inst&uotiokb  iroR  Oapi.  MgElhatton,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  25«^  Jane,  1780. 
Instructions  For  Capt*  MoElhatton  of  the  Invalid  Beg** 

You  are  to' embark  on  board  the  Shallop  provided  for  the  purpose, 
with  L^  Honeyman  and  such  recruits  for  the  Pensilvania  line  as 
shall  be  ready  to  go,  a  list  of  which  will  be  giv^n  you  ;  with  these 
you  are  to  proceed  up  the  river  to  Trenton,  and  there  land  the  men. 

Some  men  Who  obtained  furloughs  are  to  meet  you  at  Trenton ; 
these  you  will  have  attested  before  a  magistrate  agreeable  to  the 
form  given  you,  each  man  to  sign  the  paper,  and  after  his  name  the 
county  and  Battalion  must  be  specified. 

You  will  be  furnished  with  another  paper  properly  colomn'd  aad 
headed  in  which  you  most  insert  a  description  of  each  of  these  men, 
joiniDg  you  at  Trenton. 

The  men  being  furnished  with  rations  only  for  this  day  and  to 
morrow,  you  are  to  draw  a  necessary  supply  from  the  GiDmmissary  at 
Trenton  and  such  other  post  as  may  be  requisite. 

Making  as  little  delay  as  possible  at  Trenton,  you  are  to  proceed 
and  join  the  Pensilvania  Line  wherever  it  may  be,  shewing  your 
Instructions  to  and  receiving  informations  from  such  Generals  or 
other  officers  as  may  be  on  your  march. 

When  Joined  the  Pensilvania  line  you  are  to  deliver  the  men  to 
'  Qcn*  St.  Clair,  or  Officer  Commanding,  and  take  proper  Receipts. 

When  you  have  executed  these  orders  you  &  L*  Honejman  are  to 
Bcturn  to  this  city  or  where  else  the  Beg'  may  be. 

The  number  of  men  being  greatly  short  of  what  I  expected,  L^ 
Honeyman  must  remain  in  Trenton  till  I  send  another  party. 
Directed, 

To  his  Excellency  the  President  &  Hon**  Executive  Coancil  of 
the  State. 
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Wm.  Scott  to  P&b&l  Bbed,  1780. 

Tork^  Jane  26th;  1780* 
Sir, 

'  I  Reoeived  jonr  Excellencys  iDstmoiions  an  the  5tk  instant  and 
immediatelv  prooeeded  to  execute  the  same }  and  had  great  difiooalty 
at  first  setting  out  to  pass  the  new  Money  bnt  am  now  in  hopes  it 
will  pass  Currant  I  have  the  Promise  of  five  or  six  hundred 
Barrels  of  FIouTi  Forage  is  no  so  Plenty.  I  spared  no  pains  in 
search  of  Meat,  and  have  got  ahove  one  hundred  head  of  sheep,  half 
of  which  are  for  Certificates ;  Beef  is  very  ecearse — the  bearer,  Mr. 
Armor,  will  deliver  you  an  Order  for  three  thousand  six  hundred 
&  seventy  six  Pounos  seventeen  shillings  &  six  pence  for  a  flock  of 
,  sheep  which  I  Purchased  of  two  young  Men,  and  as  they  were  in 
ffreat  want  of  the  money  a  gentle  Man  in  Town  (Mr.  Wm.  Alexan- 
der) was  kind  enough  to  advance  that  sum  and  takes  this  opertunitj 
of  sending,  which  if  answer'  will  greatly  Oblidge. 

I  am  at  a  loss  how  to  draw  Orders  on  Council  for  the  People  who 
deliver  me  such  numbers  of  Cattle  or  Sheep  as  entitles  them  to 
orders  for  their  money,  wou'd  thank  your  Eice^  for  a  few  lines  of 
directions  and  whether  I'm  to  Purchase  Whiskey  or  not.  We  hope 
in  few  days  to  have  #irr  Militia  araaged|  and  have  made  considerable 
Progress  in  Proeureing  our  Volunteers. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

your  Excellency's  Obedient 

Humble  serv*, 

W-  SCOTT. 
Direetedf    .  . 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  President  in  Council. 
^  Mr.  > 
Armor,     t 


Moirs.  HoMBit  TO  PRES.  Rbbj),  1T80. 

Philadelphia,  y  26*»  June,  1780. 
Sif, 

'  I  hare  the  honor  of  remonstrating  to  your  Excellency  that  since 
the  departure  of  W*  Tumbnll,  Esq'*,  merchant  of  this  City,  into 
irhoee  hands  &  to  whose  care  the  immediate  negotiation  k  manage- 
ment of  all  affairs  respecting  the  service  of  the  marine  of  his  most 
christian  majesty  has  been  entrusted  by  me  with  the  approbation  of 
bis  Excellency  the  minister  plenipotentiary,  the  said  affairs  are  be- 
come so  intricate  &  so  embarrassing,  that  I  cannot  proceed  therein 
without  Exposing  those  veiy  importaiit  cimcerni  to  utter  eonfosion, 


8^8  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1780. 

&  perhaps  to  sonio  fatal  consequences :  all  settlement  of  accounts 
arc  at  a  stop ;  the  sale  of  my  Bilk  on  france  is  committed  to  the 
care  of  persons  much  less  capable  of  transacting  business  of  this  con- 
sequence, &  on  whose  prudence  I  cannot  place  sufficient  confidenca 
&  Reliance  ;  it  is  for  these  reasons,  though  I  applaud  to  M'  Turn- 
bull's  Zeal  for  the  wel^re  of  his  country,  &  must  acknowledge  thai 
his  obligations  to  the  public  were  previous  to  those  contracted  on 
behalf  of  the  service  of  his  majesty,  yet  I  think  myself  bound  to 
request  the  interference  of  your  Excellency  &  the  Supreme  Execu- 
tive Council,  in  order  that  this  Gentleman  may  be  recalled  to  a  sta- 
tion where  his  activity  &  intelligence  will  be  much  more  usefoll  to 
y*  General  cause  &  the  public  of  america  than  his  personal  Exertions 
in  the  american  Army ;  the  more  So  as  it  may  be  the  case  that  I 
shaH  be  called  upon  to  attend  personally  to  his  majesty's  naval  forced 
when  arrived  on  the  Shores  of  thiis  continent. 

I  trust  your  Excellency  &  Council  will  condescend  to  excuse  this 
application,  &  will  vouchsafe  to  take  the  measures  which  may  be 
necessary  to  procure  me  a  speedy  relief,  &  which  I  cannot  but  beg 
leave  to  commit  to  their  Judgment,  Prndence  &  benevolence. 
I  Remain  with  Respect, 

Sir,  your  Exoellepicy's 

most  obedient  k  very 

humble  servsnt,    ' 

BOLKER.* 

His  Excellency  J^  Reed,  Esq"*,  Pros'*  of  the  State. 


MoNS.  HoLEER  TO  Prbs.  Rbed,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  y*  26^  Jun^,  1780. 
Sir, 

It  is  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  that  I  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  the  letter  with  which  your  Excellency  honored  me  on  y«  22' 
instant ;  the  resolve  of  the  honorable  supreme  exeontive  coancil 
respecting  French  Seamen  affords  an  additional  proof  of  the  support 
granted  to  his  majesty's  officers  in  the  Execution  of  their  duties*  I 
shall  readily  seize  every  opportunity  of  testifying  my  sense  thereof 
and  of  the  attention  with  which  your  Excelkncy  has  ailways  been 
pleased  to  favor. my  remonstrances  to  this  purpose. 

The  day  after  I  had  the  honor  of  communicating  to  you,  sir,  tb^ 
objections  made  to  the  state  money  by  the  inhabitants  of  I^noaster 
Oounty  to  mr.  Slough,  who  appears  by  all  lean  learn  to  have  exerted 
himself  to  the  bc3t  of  his  abilities  in  order  to  give  it  currency,  Jk 
who's  sncoesa  in  procuring  the  important  .articles  entrusted  to  his 

*  gee  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIT.,  p.  442.  ' 
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oare  would  have  been  fall j  Effeotnaly  eoidd  ha.  have  baaa  able  to 
Bstablisb  this  deairable  objeet;  I  directed  tbo  remainder  of  the  money 
on  hand  to  be  fitH*wanled  to  him,  informing  him  that  I  had  no  other 
reeonroe  far  the  present  ia  addition  to  the  small  qnantttj  of  oonti* 
Dental  ft  hard  money,  which  was  sent  at  the  same  time,  he  was  in* 
formed  of  all  the  stefM  that  had  been  taken  in  order  to  ensure  the 
Cinmlation  of  the  said  state  money,  every  additional  and  desirable 
Beenrity  was  <^ered  to  promote  it,  &  he  was  warned,  that  if  it  did 
not  beoome  current,  we  should  probably  fall  into  an  Embarrassing 
dilemma  which  might  have  sc^e  very  fatal  consequences. 

I  however  expect  soon  to  hear  from  mr.  Slough,  &  in  consequence 
of  your  Excellency's  observations  if  necessary,  I  shall  direct  him  to 
forward  here  immediately  all  the  monies  he  may  have  by  him  un- 
appropriated, in  case  he  has  not  a  fair  prospect  of  Employing  it 
forthwith,  &  I  shall  have  the  same  reposited  in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  stato. 

I  shall  not  fail  communicating  to  his  Excellency  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  that  part  of  jour  letter  which  relates  to  him. 
I  Remain  with  due  CoasideratioD, 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  & 

very  humble  scrvantj 

HOLKER.* 

Directed^ 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed. 


Pbbs.  .Bbbd  TO  Nicholas  Lutz,  1780. 

Sir, 

In  Answer  to  your  Letter  of  the  21st  Inst.  reed,  inform  you  that 
the  Flesh  purchased  on  this  Occasion  is  by  no  Means  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  Part  of  the  supplies  called  for  from  this  State,  &  which 
the  Gommissry.  cannot  purchase.  The  special  Exigence  of  the 
army  oecasiotted  a  special  Exertion  &  we  cannot  consent  to  have 
any  Part  of  it  diverted  to  any  other  Purpose.  If  the  Commissy.  of 
Beading  is  disposed  to  purchase  any  of  the  Cattle  or  Sheep  on  Hand 
&  whifch  it  may  not  be  worth  while  to  drive  down  you  may  let  him 
hive  them  in  Preference  to  any  other  Purchaser,  but  it  is  not  our 
i&tait  to  have  our  Commissioners  considered  as  purchasing  Commis- 
saries for  the  Posts  in  the  County.  Nor  are  you  on  any  Occasion  to 
deliver  the  issuing  Commissary  any  Article  purchased  by  you  except 
by  our  special  Direction. 

You  win  now  hav^your  whole  attention  engaged  in  the  Purchase 
of  Flour  &  short  Forage,  &  in  which  I  most  earnestly  request  you  to 
exert  yourself.    The  season  of  the  Year^  &  the  supply  already  pro- 

».  See  Cot  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  409. 
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eiir«d  has  made  ns  easy  on  the  seore  of  Flash  Bat  im  the  artiole^f 
Floor  V6  are  still  miieh  unprovided,  the  State  Money  haying  been 
reeeived  hero  at  the  sab  of  eonfiacated  Estates^  &  in  Taxes  has 
made  it  very  cnrrent^  &  you  may  be  quite  satisfied  that  it  will 
receive  fall  Gonfidenee  &  Correney.  Col.  Marsteller  writes  me  from 
Lancaster  Ooanty^Tbat  he  thinks  good  Flonr  maybe  procured  for 
Three  Dollar  ^  Ct.  Bat  we  mast  desire  yon  to  inform  us  from  Time  to 
Time  what  Progress  yon  make  in  the  artioles  of  Flour  &  Forage  «a 
we  are  daily  urged  on  these  subjects  by  Congress  &  the  Genorid. 

I  am  Sir^  Yours. 
Jndor$edf 
Jone  26, 1780. 


PiiBS.  Bbeb  to  Cheyalibr  db  la  LuZBRNBy  1780. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  Honour  of  inolosing  yonr  Ezcell^  a  Passport  for  Greg* 
ory  West,  the  English  Prisoner  referred  to  in  your  Excell'"  Favour 
of  yesterday.  As  we  find  many  inconveniences  in  permitting  British 
Prisoners  to  continue  in  tbis  Gity,  I  beg  Leave  lo  express  my  Desire 
that  he  would  not  remain  here  longer  than  b  absolutely  neossary. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  great  Bespeot  &  Regard,  . 

Sir,  ¥ear  EzcelU*  most 

.obed. Avety  Hbbl  Servt.* 
Indorsed, 
June  27, 1780. 


Col:  Jacob  MoROATiT  to  Majok  Edtt.  Scttll,  1780. 

Reading,  27th  June.  1780. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  we  send  you  the  Muster  Roll  of  the  "Men  that  Marehei 
jinder  your  Command  to  Philadelphia,  together  with  Oertified  Oopies 
of  their  Inlistmcnts.  Please  enquire  of  Secretary  Matlaek  whether 
David  Morgan  ia  appointed  for  one  of  the  Sub  Lieu**  for  Berkli 
Countj — ^if  he  is,  be  pleased  to  bring  his  commission  if  ready. 
*       I  am,  Sir,  your  Hum.  Servt.j 

JACOB  MORGAN,  L.  B.  0. 
Diretudj 
'    To  Major  Edv«  Senll,  Philadelphia. 

*  See  Ool  iCee.,  Vol.  Xlt.,  p.  40t. 
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Cozu  Jacob  MoaaAK  to  Pass.  Bebd,  1780. 

Reading,  27th  Jmie,  17«0. 
Sir,. 

I  aeni  to  PhiU*  yeeterday  QnOAr  the  Command  of  Major  Ed^ 
SeoU  fifty  two  Yoliuiteera  raised  lo  the  County  of  Ferks,  together 
with  a  Mudter  Roll  and  Certified  Oopies  of  their  Inlistmenta,  being 
all  that  we  oould  get  ready,  we  could  not  get  them  attested  without 
leas  of  time,  the  remainder  I  expect  wiU  be  got  ready  to  march  by 
Monday  ]iej;t. 

lattSir 

your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  Hum.  Ser*, 

JACOB  MORGAN,  L.  B.  C. 

P.  S.    The  Men  we  sent  down  have  aii  been  paid  their  full 
Bovnty  ibr  Inlisting. 
Directed^ 

To  Hia  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  for  the  Supreme 
Execntire  Council  Philadelphia. 


Col,  Sam,  Hunter  to  Prbs.  Rkbd,  1780. 

Sunbury,  27**  June,  1780. 
Sir, 

Your  fayour  Dated  this  month  withe  Commissions  for  the  Vol- 
intier  Company  of  this  County,  came  safe  to  hand,  I  have  filled  up 
the  Captainsey  for  John  Dougherty  but  no  other  Officers  as  yet^  as 
we  have  only  twenty  five  men  that  can  be  Raised  agreeable  to  the 
leat  act  pass'd/or  Each  Company  to  find  two  men,  those  men  I  have 
on  duty,  as  no  Others  has  Arrived  from  any  of  the  interiour  Countys 
to  Reinforce  us,  so  that  we  are  Obliged  to  do  all  we  can  for  our  own 
Preservation,  and  indeed  the  People  of  this  County  haa  beheaved  on 
this  Occasion  as  well  as  many  others  with  spirit,  suppose  they  are 
Very  much  Reduced  Boath  in  numbers  and  otherwise,  yet  they  still 
keep  out  ^uting  Partys  on  the  Frontiers  and  sometimes  is  joined. 
by  some  of  Col^  Weltner's  Regiment. 

There  has  been  several  partys  has  made  Attempts  to  get  Scalpsor 
nieoners  Agreeable  to  the  Proclamation  bnt  baa  Betorned  without 
Success  in  that  way,  anppose  thoy  discovered  several  Indian  traeta 
but  oould  not  make  out  which  way  they  wore  bound,  there  has  been 
no  murders  Commited  since  y  12th  Ins^  that  there  was  one  man 
Killed  and  his  son  taken  Prisoner  about  seven  miles  from  this  on  the 
Reading  Road,  the  same  day  there  was  an  Indian  man  came  to  the 
field  where  one  Thomas  Bowyer  and  some  of  hia  family  was  Working 
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at  Cora,  aboat  ten  miles  aboye  tbis  on  tbe  nortb  Branch,  S'  Indian 
Clubed  his  Gun  and  Bteped  up  to  Bowyera  to  shake  hands  with  him, 
at  the  same  time  Bowjers  Daughter  desired  the  Indian  to  go  to  the 
Hoas^  and  there  they  would  give  him  Bread  and  milk — ^The  Indian 
Redily  oomply'd  and  went  to  the  House  carrying  his  own  Oun  all 
the  time  but  never  Attempted  te  do  them  the  least  injury,  when 
they  went  to  the  House  there  hapened  to  be  a  son  of  Bowyer's  that 
was  abroad  that  day,  came  home,  he  took  and  tyed  the  Indian  and 
brought  him  to  me,  whome  I  ordered  into  Goal  where  he  Remained 
till  last  friday,  that  CoP  Mathew  Smith  took  him  down  to  Lanoaster, 
and  from  thence  to  be  sent  to  Council.  We  had  him  fixtained 
here  by  an  interpretor  but  give  us  very  little  Satiisfaction,  he  says 
he  is  of  the  Tuscorora  tribe  but  talks  the  Mohawk  tongue  well,  he 
says  he  was  not  with  tbe  party  that  had  done  the  murder  that 
morning,  nor  did  not  intend  doing  any  harm  to  the  White  Peoplci 
but  wanted  to  come  and  deliver  himself  up.  Bowyers  has  demanded 
certificate  from  me  to  iiktitle  him  to  the  Reward  Offered  for  Prisoners 
agreeable  to  the  Proclamation,  I  told  him  I  could  not  with  any 
Propriety  give  him  that,  but  would  Refer  him  to  Council  Releating 
the  manner  he  took  him,  which  I  have  mentioned  above. 

When  those  Volintiers  comes  to  this  County,  I  am  afraid  we  will 
be  scarce  of  Provisions  as  there  is  but  little  here  in  store,  and  but 
Very  little  of  any  kind  can  be  had  to  Purchase  in  this  County,  the 
Harvest  is  now  aproaching  and  the  inhabitants  is  geting  afraid  as  it 
has  been  the  time  this  two  years  past  that  Indians  came  down  in 
large  partys  on  our  Frontiers,  and  if  the  Indians  begins  to  Return 
from  the  Expedition  they  intended  Carrying  on  against  Fort 
Schaylar,  I  am  afraid  we  shall  havathem  here  this  Harvest  likewise* 

We  are  Scarce  of  Ammunition  in  this  County  as  that  you  made 
mention  of  to  me  in  your  letter  of  the  24<^  of  April*  last  has  never 
come  to  hand  so  that  I  am  a  little  Aprehensive  it  has  been  mis- 
car  ryed,  I  have  Wrote  to  Cap*  Hambright  on  this  Subject  with 
Daniel  Roes  who  has  promised  to  forward  whatever  AmmonitioQ 
will  be  sent  at  this  time  for  the  Militia  of  this  County. 
I  am  Sir  with  Great  Esteem 

your  Exoellency's  most  Obe4* 
&  very  HumV  Serv* 

SAM'  HUNTER,  L.  N.  0. 
Di'reeiedf 

His  Bxcelleney  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  Preeident  of  ^be  Sapreoia 
ExeooUve  Connoil  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  page  205. 
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Col.  Philip  Marstkllkr  to  Prbs.  RteD,  1780. 

Lebanon,  June  28*^  1780. 
Sir, 

Immediately  on  Beceiving  your  EKoellencies  last  favor  I  Ceased 
purchasing  any  more  Cattle,  but  having  had  40  purchased  before 
your  Order  eame  to  band  I  have  now  sent  them  by  the  bearer  M' 
Weiser — ^I  have  procured  them  Reasonable  and  with  Consent  of  the 
Owners,  the  whole  40  with  all  the  Ezpence  and  Charges  to  the 
Hour  of  driving  them  as  far  Philad*  comes  to  £11.330.2.6,  Avaraging 
at  £358.  5.  Ofeach^  and  shall  transmit  a  Regular  Act  of  the  whole 
proceedings  to  the  Hon'  Council  by  the  first  opportunity  offering ; 
more  CatUo  may  be  had  should  they  be  wanted. 

Should  my  further  Services  be  wanted  your  Excellency  will  please 
to  Command. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  Subsoribe  myself 

your  Ezoellencies  most  Ob*^ 

and  Very  Hum**  Berv* 

P.  MARSTELLER 

P«  S..    How  Fares  our  iirmy  ? 
Jo^  Reed,  Esq',  Presd*. 


Pass.  Rsbd  to  Michabl  Rtak,  1780. 

Sir, 

As  your  office  was  ereoted  in  Aid  of  the  Lieotenaney  &  is  not 
Dotiesdin  the  Law  on  which  the  Militia  is  framed,  it  will  be  besi 
for  you,  on  all  Occasions,  to  make  Use  of  his  Authority  to  draw  out 
the  Troops  or  to  carry  any  other  Measure  into  Effect  which  may 
make  your  Office  useful  &  efficacious.  As  the  Matter  is  misunder- 
stood I  tbii](k  any  Imipection  had  better  be  deferred  for  a  few  Days, 
&  then,  in  Concert  with  the  Lieutenants  &  Colonels,  you  may  be 
able  to  fix  on  some  Plan  which  will  not  meet  with  Difficulties. 
I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  Obed't 
&  very  H'bble  Servt. 

Indonedj—Jnne  28,  '80. 
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BoBSRT  Morris  to  Prbs.  Bebd,  1780. 

PhUadft.,  Jane  28th,  1780. 
Genf , 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  yon  that  350  Mnekete  are  arrived  at 
Baltimore  from  Cape  Francois,  in  the  Brig  Hawke^Gap.  Taylor,  Ida 
of  which  are  for  the  state  of  Pensylvania,  &  H  for  Maryland,  being 
part  of  1500  Muskets  shipped  by  Mr.  John  Boss,  in  1776  or  1777, 
for  this  Port ;  that  is,  1000  were  intended  for  Pennsa.  &  600  for 
Maryland,  they  were  pnt  in  different  Boxes,  &  properly  marked  & 
distingaished  from  each  other,  bat  the  ship  being  blown  off  this 
Coast  put  into  Cape  Francois,  landed  her  Cargo  &  retamed  to  France. 
I  have  constantly  been  endeavoaring  to  get  these  &  other  articles  of 
her  Cargo  brought  here,  but  it  is  only  now  and  then  a  Yessell  will 
take  any  of  them  in,  as  they  make  better  fre*"  with  West  India  Com- 
modities. This  Brig's  Freight  is  33id  ^  C^  on  the  value,  or  one 
third  of  the  Muskets,  234  of  these  Muskets  shall  be  d^ivered  to 
your  order  in  Bak",  but  your  Honovrs  will  please  to  give  orders  for 
payment  of  the  freight  in  Money  or  Muskets,  at  your  option ;  if  the 
former  they  must  he  valued,  or  if  more  agreeable,  I  will  pay  the 
freight,  order  them  here  to  your  armory  &  pay  all  charges  on  your 
agreeing  to  reimburse  me  when  the  binineas  is  «>mpleated.  I  am 
very  respcctfally  your  Excellency's  &  their  Honour's  moet  obed't 
Serv't. 

BOBT.  MOBBIS. 

P.  S.  The  Boxes  in  which  they  were  originally  shipped  were 
broke  in  landing  &  storing  at  Cape  Franooia,  which  rendered  it  im- 
possible to  distinguish  which  were  the  Pensylv*  or  Maryland  Mus- 
kets, for  which  reason  I  have  constantly,  as  they  arrived,  divided 
Ihem  as  now  proposed ;  two  parcella  huve  already  been  delivered  in 
this  way,  &  this  State  has  leeeived       814  Muskets  &  800  Looks 

.     167      do. 
&  now,  234      do. 

715  part  of  1000  shipped. 

Directed^ 

His.Exo'y,  The  President,  &  their  Honours,  the  Council  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


Prbs.  Beed  to  Bobbrt  Morris,  1780. 

Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  yesterday  was  duly  received  &  laid  before  the 
Council.  As  you  have  been  so  obliging,  among  the  Modes  proposed 
of  adjusting  this  Matter,  we  think  it  will  be  attended  with  the  least 
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Trovble  io  httre  the  Arms  brought  hilfbeV  nniw  your  Order,  ft 
therefore  accept  the  Offer  yon  have  obHgingly  made  in  this  Respect. 
We  shall  ehearfoUy  reimburse  all  Expenses  ft  Charges  which  may 
attend  the  fkrther  Progress  of  the  Matter  whenerer  presented.  In 
the  present  State  of  oar  Armonry  it  will  be  more  convenient  to  pay 
the  Freight  in  Money  agreeable  to  a  Valuation. 

I  am  Sir, 

Tour  Obed.  Hbble  Ser. 


Qbkl.  Gbo.  Washington  to  Pbes.  Rbed,  1780. 

Head  Quarters,  Ramapaugh,  29th  June,  1780. 
]>ear  Sir, 

I  have  agreeable  to  your  Excellency's  request  sent  Col*  Johnson 
with  five  Officers  from  the  line  to  take  charge  of  and  forward  the 
Levies  to  the  army.  I  make  no  doubt  but  they  will  meet  with  sll 
possible  assistance  from  Your  Excellency  and  the  Oounoil  in  procur- 
ing such  equipments  as  are  necessary  for  the  men  previous  to  theif 
marching. 

Tarn  with  the  greatest  respect 
and  regard,  Your  Ezcellency'a 
most  obe't  aervao^t, 

G-  WASHINGTON. 
Direciedf 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esq'. 


John  Mason  to  Prbs«  Bbxd,  1780. 

Philadelphia. 
May  Please  Your  Exceleney, 

8',  Bdog  Oppressed  by  a  Late  Law,  wich  Causes  Great  murmer'g 
amcmg  yow  faithfnll  militia  men  ^and  Offercers — we  are  very  Un<^ 
equally  Tax'd,  therefcHre  very  Unjust;  in  front  Street  their  are 
Tax'd  TenSbillings  in  the  hundred ;  in  Second  Street  20  Shilling ; 
in  third  40  ShilFg;  in  fourth  Street  50  Shill'g;  in  fivcth  Street  50 
md  three  pound  in  the  hundred,  wich  is  a  Great  deal  more  than  wo 
are  in  the  45  million,  an  if  your  Excellency^Ear  is  open  to  ourCom* 
plaint.  Give  us  Leave  to  say  we  think,  that  the  Sub  Lieuts  ought  to 
be  brought  to  a  Riged  acct.  for  the  vast  sum  in  their  hands. — for 
Instance — the  money  Collected  when  Exchange  at  20— &30 — ^and  if 
now  paid  in  at  60 — Leaves  a  vast  ballanoe  in  their  hands — further 
money  now  due  for  non-assosiaters,  in  our  square  45000  Dollars 
major  Carr  amounts  to  a  vast  sum  with  submission  we  think — 
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I>oabIe  the  Number  of  men  might  ha?e  bees  Bacnited  far  Dom|f 

the  war — for  the  same  monej  thats  to  be  Eaked  for  two  men. 
Not  to  say  too  much  Give  me  Leave  8r.  to  sajyour  hnmble  Sevt 
N.  B.  5  or  6  Taxes  Coming  at  once  toffetber  with  JEIS  Ot.  for 

Baising  two  men,  makes  my  Tax  £160  and  I  Intend  to^go  to  Camp 

when  Called  on. 


Directed^ 
To  his  Exoellency  Joseph  Reed  Esqr. 


JOHN  MASON. 


Oenl.  Arthur  St.  Clair  to  Pbbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Camp  at  Bamapongh,  June  29th9 17801 

I  lecoived  a  Letter  from  Colonell  Nicola  some  time  ago,  intimating 
e  Request  of  the  Council  that  some  Officers  might  be  seat  down  td 
take  the  Charge  of,  and  convey  to  Camp,  a  Party  of  Reomits  thafe 
vere  then  in  Town.  We  have  been  so  constantly  employed,  and  in 
motion  siooe,  that  I  could  not  sooner  atend  it ;  but  as  I  am  informed 
that  the  Number  is  greatly  encreased,  and  that  you  wish  some  Field 
officer  to  superintend  the  Business;  Colonel  Johnston,  who  will 
deliver  this,  is  sent  for  that  purpose,  with  two  officers  from  each 
Brigade.  These,  I  presnme,  will  be  sufficient,  but  should  it  be 
found  that  more  are  necessary,  they  shall  be  sent  likewise.  Colonel 
Nicola  seems  to  be  in  doubt  whether  the  Recruits  should  be  armed 
and  equipped  in  Town  or  here.  I  do  most  heartily  wish  it  may  be 
done  in  Town,  both  because  I  believe  it  will  be  difficult  here,  and 
that  they  will  be  got  on  with  more  Ease  and  less  Danger  of  Deser- 
tion. 

I  am,  Sir,  Yoor  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Servant, 

A.  St.  CLAIR. 

Colonel  Chambers  has  just  applied  to  me  about  a  Commission  for 
a  Mr.  John  MoMurtrie,  whom  he  appointed  an  Ensign  in  his  Regi« 
ment,  in  Consequence,  he  says,  of  his  having  been  approved  of  by 
You.  In  that  Case  I  can  have  no  Objection,  but  in  the  present 
weak  state  of  our  Regiments  we  have,  in  general,  more  offioeM  than 
are  in  any  wise  necessary,  but  this  Gentlemen  has  been  noting  as  on^ 
for  some  time. 
Direcied, 

Public  service. 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvauia. 

Fav*  by  Col.  Johnston. 
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PfiBS^  OF  Ccma&ESS  to  Pres.  Rebd,  1780. 

Philadelphia.  June  29, 1780. 
Sir, 

,  The  argent  necessity  of  drawing  into  the  public  Treasury,  the 
ten  millions  of  dollars  mentioned  in  the  Act  of  the  19*^  Maj"*"  was  so 
fblly  pointed  out,  that  Congress  exceedingly  regret  the  failure  of 
this  nece^ary  supply — the  conjuncture  is  already  arrived  when  it  is 
become  essential  not  only  to  the  operations  of  this  Campaign,  but  to 
the  very  existence  of  the  army. 

Congress  therefore  can  no  longer  delay  reiterating  the  mosfr 
iniportunate  solicitations,  that  the  proportions  of  each  of  the  States 
be  forwarded  immediately — For  this  purpose  they  have  dispatched 
a  special  messenger,  &  they  trust  he  will  not  meet  with  disappoint- 
ment. A  further  sum  must  also  be  speedily  had  or  it  will  be  impos- 
sible for  the  Operations  to  proceed.  Congress  have  therefore  drawn 
on  those  States  for  the  remainder  of  their  quotas  to  the  first  of 
Harok  last  iaclvsire^  and  it  is  their  duty  to  conjure  the  several 
States  if  they  should  still  be  unprepared,  that  they  will  at  all  events 
transmit  their  arrears  to  the  period  last  mentioned  to  the  Continental 
treasury  within  thirty  days  from  the  date  of  the  warrants. 

The  moBihly  estimates  of  money  hertofore  made  were  but  barely 
sufficient  at  that  time,  their  value  has  since  greatly  diminished  & 
the  payment  has  been  delayed  long  after  it  became  doe.  Thesa 
eiroamfltanoeB  have  already  involved  oitr  afiairs  in  muoh  perplexity 
k  driven  to  ezpedieots  which  nothing  but  the  last  neeesaity  could 
justify.  Permaneney  and  arrangement  in  the  public  finanees  must 
at  every  hazard  be  introdaced  &  supported.  In  this  view  Congresa 
do  again  with  the  most  earnest  solicitude  ptess  on  the  several  States 
the  neeeasity  of  vigorous  &  decisive  measures  for  oonveying  into  full 
k  iaunediate  ezeontion  their  resolutions  of  the  18<^  of  March  last. 
The  doing  which  at  the  same  time  that  it  plaoes  publio  credit  on  the 
sorest  basis  will  in  the  coarse  of  the  year  give  all  the  relief  that 
could  possibly  result  from  a  further  emission  equal  to  the  whole  that 
it  now  in  oireitlation.  These  resolutions  Congress  are  persuaded  are 
tvray  day  better  understood  and  that  upon  giving  them  their  full 
effsot  very  much  depends  the  final  ostabliahment  of  our  Liberties. 

It  is  unnecessary  that  Congress  should  suggest  to  the  several 
States  the  expediency  of  providing  by  Loans  against  any  deficiency 
they  may  have  reason  to  apprehend  from  their  taxes. 

The  bUnk  bills  for  the  several  States  will  be  forwarded  as  fast  as 
the  Acts  of  their  Assemblies  providing  funds  for  them  are  trans- 
mitted  to  Congress. 

By  Order  of  Congress, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 
DireeUdf^^'BU  Excellency  President  Reed. 

*  See  page  225. 
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BBeM>LtrTXON  07  GONGRI86,  1780. 

In  GoDgresB,  Juie  29<S  1780. 
Ordered, 

That  warrants  be  drawn  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States  on  the  treasurers  of  the  several  States  from  New  Hampshire 
to  Maryland  inclusive  for  the  respective  proportions  of  the  ten  million 
dullars  specially  called  for  by  the  resolutions  of  the  19*^  May  last 
and  that  expresses  be  despatched  with  the  same  accompanied  with 
a  letter  from  the  President  of  Congress  to  the  executive  powers  of 
the  said  States. 

That  warrants^  be  also  drawn  in  favor  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
>  United  States  on  the  treasurers  of  the  several  States  above  men- 
tioned for  the  remainder  of  their  quotas  of  assessment  due  to  the  1*^ 
of  March  last  inclusive  and  sent  by  the  same  expresses. 

Extract  from  the  minute% 

CHA.  THOMSON,  See^. 


Ooiu  Lewis  KicoLii  70  Prbs.  Reed,  1780. 

Gentlemen, 

I  had  the  honour  of  ac(|itainting  you  last  monday  of  a  party  of 
Volonteem  I  had  sent  off  the  evening  before,  also  that  'several  of 
those  m>dered  had  not  attended,  nor  have  they  since  made  their, 
appearance. 

At  roll  calling  yesterday  morning  I  found  &5  ready  &  ordered 
them  to  attend  ready  to  march  at  4  in  the  afternoon,  at  whiefa  tiavd 
only  17  appeared  whidi  were  immediate  embarked  &  sent  nadet 
the  care  of  a  Serj*  of  the  Invalid  reg*  to  Lt.  Honeyman  at  Trenton, 
of  the  defaulters  none  were  at  roll  oallmg  last  night  &  only  4  ihm 
morning. 

Yesterday  50  from  Berks  county  and  this  morning  2  more  arrived, 
they  are  now  at  Mr.  Millers  and  I  propose,  if  possible,  sending  then» 
o£f  this  afternoon  with  as  many  more  as  shall  then  be  ready.  I  have 
objected  to  one  of  these  men  because  he  was  formerly  in  ^e  service 
d&  dismissed  being  unfit  for  field  duty. 

I  reo*  the  inclosed  this  morning  but  cannot  find  the  name  of  Cook 
among  my  lists  possibly  the  Council  maj  think  it  proper  some 
further  notice  should  be  taken  the  2  men. 

Permit  me' to  assure  you  that  I  am  with  respect 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obed.  Serv% 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M- 

29  June,  1780. 
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GsN.  WASHmaxoN  to  Pkes.  Rhbb,  1780. 

(Circular.) 

Hejui  Quartera^  Baminspaugb,  30th  JonOi  1780. 
Sir, 

Afl  the  Jevies  required  of  the  States  for  filling  their  battallona 
bave  not  yet  joioed  the  army  or  the  Freoch  fleet  arrived,  I  beg  leave 
to  inform  yon  that  it  will  be  unneeessary  for  the  militia,  which  the 
honorable  the  committee  of  Congress  were  pleased  to  call  for  on  a 
late  oecaaion,  to  be  at  the  place  appointed  for  their  rendezvous  before 
the  25  th  of  next  month.  By  this  time  I  would  willingly  hope  that 
things  wiU  be  in  such  a  train  as  to  enable  us  to  commence  our  ope- 
ntbiWy  and  to  make  their  aid  essential.  The  present  crisis  is  by  far 
the  most  important  and  delicate  that  this  country  has  ever  expe- 
rienced, and  it  pains  me  in  the  extreme,  that  we  are  so  backward  in 
all  our  meaaares.  I  hope  a  moment  will  not  be  lost  in  pushing  on 
the  levies  to  fill  the  battalions.  Our  allies  would  be  chagrined 
were  they  to  arrive  to-day,  to  find  that  v^  have  but  a  handful  of 
men  in  the  field,  and  would  doubt  it  is  more  than  probable  whether 
we  had  serious  intentions  to  prosecute  measures  with  vigor.  If  we 
do  not  avail  ourselves  of  their  succour  by  the  most  decisive  and 
energetic  steps  on  our  part,  the  aid  they  so  generously  bring  -may 
prove  «ur  ruin,  and  at  beat  it  will  be  in  suoh  case  among  the  most 
unfortunate  events  next  to  that  of  absolute  ruin,  that  could  have 
befallen  us.  I  think  it  my  duty,  ^s- often  as  I  have  the  honor  of 
addressing  the  States,  to  forewarn  them  that  the  completion  of  their 
battalions  to  their  full  complement  of  five  hundred  and  four  rank 
and  file  is  a  measure  of  indispensable  necessity  to  the  intended  co- 
operation, Bnd  that  without  it  we  cannot  even  attempt  any  thing 
decisive. 

I  have  the  honor  lo  be  with  the  greatest  respect  and  eateem^ 
your  Exoelleney's 

most  ob*  serv*, 

G«  WASHINGTON. 
Directed f 

His  Exeellency  Governor  Reed,  Esq'. 


S7S  PENNSTLYANIA  ABGBITS8  1780. 


eot.  L.  Nicola  to  Pmsl  Rjmp^  1780.     • 

Gentlemen^ 

Yesterday  afternoon  I  sent  off  59  men,  mostly  Berks  County 
men,  &  sent  direcUons  to  Lt.  Honeyman  to^marob  them  off  to  oamp 
with  seventeen  men  sent  before,  I  shall  have  a  oonuderable  party 
ready  to  go  to  morrow  afternoon,  but  have  not  an  offioer  to  send  with 
them,  nor  any  one  there  to  receive  them. 

By  a  letter  I  rec*  last  night  from  Cap^  MoElhatton,  I  am 
informed  5  of  the  Yolenteers  who  had  permission  to  go  home  oil 
condition  of  repairing  immediately  to  Trenton  had  joined  him, 
several  of  the  men  mentioned  in  my  former  reports  to  the  Council 
have  not  yet  returned,  Col.  Coats  informs  me  he  has  reason  to  be* 
lieve  several  have  gone  to  Trenton,  if  so  the  men  will  not  be  lost  but 
the  book  will  be  incompleat  as  some  were  not  sworn  or  registered,  & 
Cap*  MoElhatton,  to  whom  I  have  given  directions,  set  off  fr(»H 
Trenton  the  twenty -seventh  Tnst. 

Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  I  am  with  respect,  Qentiemen, 
your  most  obed*  Serv*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  Inv, 

30  June,  1780. 
Directed, 

To  his  Excellency  the  President  &  Hoa*  Executive  Oo«im»L 


Col.  B&odhxad  to  Pbes.  B££d,  1780. 

Fort  Pitty  June  SQth,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  to  inclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  jost 
received  from  the  Reverend  Mr.  Grabe^  No.  1,  likewise  a  Copy 
of  the  invoice  of  Stores  forwarded  for  my  Reg*  and  a  Return  of 
Stores  received.  By  the  first  you  will  see  what  improper  use  is 
made  of  your  proclamation  and  by  Comparing  the  2nd  &  third,  the 
vast  deficiency  in  the  Stores.  I  have  not  as  yet  heard  how  the 
deficiency  has  been  occasioned,  but  certainly  some  body  is  blame 
worthy,  and  I  wish  the  matter  may  be  investigated. 

Captain  L*  Brady  is  just  returned  from  Sandusky.  He  took 
Prisoners  two  youug  Squaws  within  a  mile  of  their  principal  Yilltge, 
one  of  them  effected  her  esoape  after  six  Days  march,  the  other  he 
brought  to  Cuscusky,  where  he  met  seven  warriors,  who  had  taken  a 
woman  &  Child  off  Chartier's  Creek.  He  fired  at  the  Captain  & 
killed  him,  and  have  brought  in  the  woman,  &  the  Indians  Scalp, 
but  the  Squaw  made  her  escape  at  the  same  time    When  Captain 
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BTa<fy  fired  st  tlie  Indians  he  had  only  three  men  ^ith  him,  &  but 
two  rounds  of  powder.  He  was  out  thirty  two  Days,  six  of  which 
he  was  quite  destitute  of  Provisions  of  any  kind,  but  he  has  brought 
his  party  safe  io  this  place.  Captain  Lieu*  Brady's  Zeal  perseyerence 
ft  good  Conduct  certainly  entitles  him  to  promotion,  there  has  been 
a  vacancy  for  him  ever  since  the  Death  of  Captain  Dawson,  which 
happened  in  last  September,  and  I  must  beg  leave  to  recoommend 
him  to  the  Hon'ble  Executive  Council  as  an  officer  of  merit. 

I  am  informed  that  an  Expedition  is  carrying  on  from  Detroit 
against  the  new  Settlement  at  Kentucke.  The  Lieut'  of  that 
County  applied  to  me  for  assistance,  but  it  was  not  in  my  power  to 
comply  with  his  request.  I  have  only  one  months  Provisions  for 
my  Troops,  and  how  to  obtain  another,  I  cannot  devise,  unless  by 
force,  for  publiek  money  or  Credit  cannot  be  found  in  this  Depart- 
ment. I  have  wrote  to  the  Hon'ble  Board  of  War  for  Instructions 
on  this  point,  but  when  I  shall  reeeive  an  answer  is  doubtful. 

A  Report  prevails  that  Charlestown  &  our  Garrison  are  in  the 
Hands  of  the  Enemy,  I  hope  there  ia  no  truth  in  it,  but  bad  news 
18  seldom  false. 

I  beg  you  to  present  my  respectfull  Compt*  to  Colo.  Bayard;  and 
believe  me  to  be  your  Excellencies  sincere  & 

B'ble  Servant 

DANIEL  BRODHBAD. 

P.  8. 

The  officers  of  my  Reg*  are  very  anxious  to  know  when  they  are 
to  expect  their  promotion.  They  have  been  informed  that  other 
officers  of  our  line  have  received  promotion  respectively. 

To  His  Exceiry  Jos.  Reed,  Esq'. 


Pb]||*  Ebbd  to  Wm.  Scott,  1780. 

Sir, 

Yoor  Letter  of  tie  26th  June*  wu  duly  received.  We  would  have 
you  earefally  distinguish  between  your  Office  aa  Comnnssioner  of 
PurchaKs  under  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  the  28  March,  &  aa 
Appointment  under  the  late  Act  passed  Ist  June.  The  latter  was  a 
Mistake  of  our  Clerks,  as  we  did  not  intend  to  have  any  Cattle  or 
Sheep  pMchased  beyond  the  Susquehanna,  these  Counties  being  too 
refliote  to  give  a  proper  or  speedy  Supply  to  the  main  Army  in 
Distreso.  Yon  wiU  therefore  tUxp  immediately  in  your  Purehasesof 
Vleeb,  k  dii^se  of  what  you  have  procured  to  the  best  advantage  | 
the  Lo«^  if  any,  wemnst  be  content  to  bear.  We  must  beg  yon 
woukl  attend  te  the  Imw,  Jtnot  permit  any  Orders  to  ooaiie  down  te 
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ii8|  but  when  Persons  have  proenred  Cattle  bj  their  Credit  &  lafliftneei 
or  Advance  of  Money,  &  by  no  means  to  draw  Orders  in  favoar  of 
Persons  who  were  Owners  of  the  Cattle.  The  Beadiness  which  the 
Commiasionera  have  shown  in  giving  Dranghts  upon  us,  has  greatly 
distressed  &  embarass'd  us,  &  the  more  so  as  many  Conntiesi  youra 
in  particulaiv  are  extremely  deficient  in  Taxes. — ^Flour  &  Forage  we 
Inust  reqaest  you  to  procure  as  fast  &  as  soon  as  possible.  We  hope 
^on  will  be  able  to  get  rid  of  the  Cattle  &  Sheep  with  little  Loss,  M 
in  that  Case  yon  will  be  able  to  reimburae  the  Sellers,  at  least  in  gnat 
Part.  The  State  Money  passes  ourrent  here,  &  will  do  so  every 
where.  You  will  please  to  inform  us.  from  Time  to  Time  h&w  yoo 
proceed  in  the  Purchases  of  Flour  &  Forage. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  obed.  Hbbl.  Servt. 


Wh.  HfilTBT  TO  Peb&  Bbsi>,  1780. 

Lancaster,  July  the  8<,  1780. 
Sir, 

In  a  Letter  from  Col*  Atlee,  of  the  l***  Inst^  I  have  the  following 
Paragraph  from  your  Exoelfeucy's  of  the  22'  Ult« : 

'*  The  Deficiencies  of  Lancaster  Couuty  in  the  Taxes^is  beeome  a 
most  serious  Consideration.  The  Treasurer  informs  us  that  enly 
Three  Townships  have  paid  off  their  Fifteen  Million  Taxes,  while 
the  Counties  here  which  have  been  invaded,  distressed  &  plundered, 
have  paid  off  their  Fifteen  Million,  their  Forty  Five,  and  Three  of  their 
Monthly  Taxes.  Is  not  this  meknoholy  V* — ^I  am  sorry  M'  Ritten* 
house  has  not  understood  my  last  Letter  to  him  on  that  Subject, 
though  perhaps  the  Fault  may  be  my  own }  be  that  as  it  may,  the 
Fact  is,  that  the  whole  of  the  First  TtLZ  for  177d,  except  a  Ballanoe 
in  the  Handsiof  Three  of  the  Ccrflectors  (who  aw  sued)  is  paid  into 
my  Hands  j  and  I  have  paid  at  Sundry  Times  ab^  £163,000  to  the 
Treasurer,  and  by  his  Order,  Ac* ;  and  have  Orders^of  Congress  for 
norethan  the  Amount  of  the  First  Tax ;  at  the  Time  I  wrote  to  the 
fitate  Treasurer  there  were  but  Three  Townships  who  had  made  th«tr 
first  Payments  on  the  second  Tax  for  1779,  Sinee  which  Three 
others  have  made  each  a  small  Payment ;  But  there  lays  an  order  of 
the  Treasurer  in  Favour  of  Col*  Blajne  for  150,000^  m  the  hnnds  of 
H'  Slough,  30,000  of  whioh  I  have  di^isoharged.  I  was  obliged  to 
knd  Col.  Atlee  £1,500  to  forward  the^Penn^lVania  Yolunteorsi 
except  which  1  have  not  lent  or  laid  out  any  Moiiies,  either  in  Trade  or 
ptherways^  belongbg  to  the  publick.  I  beg  Leave  to  observe^  that 
ihere  seems  to  be  more  expected  £rom  I4moa0ter  County  Ihaa  wtt 
im  our  Power  to  perform.  The  Aot  Levying  the  seoond  Tax  te 
1779,  was  made  in  November  last,  and  the  Laws  were  not  sent  up 
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iM  JFamMty.  To  my  Knowledge  the  CommMoiiera  begta  to  lay 
the  TuK  by  the  Act  publiebdi  in  the  New^impery  and  as  tfaey 
feodved  Instniction  from  Gonnoil  whieh  differed  from  the  Method 
they  had  panued,  were  obliged  to  Order  the  Retnms  to  be  made 
over  again.  Hie  Weather  then  set  in  so  severe  that  there  was  no 
TravelUng  till  April.  The  Tazea  were  laid  as  soon  as  the  Ketoms 
eonld  be  got  in ;  and  the  Appeals  were  held  in  May  and  Collectors 
appointed. 

That  Philadelphia  City  &  Connty  Taxes  are  so  far  forward  is  no 
Merit  I A  their  Board  of  Oommissioners,  as  the  Sdow  was  not  a  fonrth 
Part  of  the  Depth  there  that  it  was  here ;  besides,  there  is  little 
PiffiooUy  in  proomririg  Assesson,  Appraisers  &  Collecters  in  Phila- 
delphia City  A  County y  &o^,  to  what  there  is  here  where  there  are  few 
mofie  in  many  of  the  Townships  but  such  as  are  disaffected.  I 
Jbope,  SiTi  yon  will  do  me  the  Justice  to  believe  that  I  have  done,  ft 
am  doing,  ell  that  is  in  my  Power  to  forward  the  OoUeotiog  the 
Taxes.  The  large  Soma  owing  by  the  Quarter  Masters  &  Oom- 
missaiys  of  Purchases,  &o*,  will  very  much  lessen  the  8nm  of  Monqr 
expaotod  Croili  the  Taxes  of  this  County. 

I  am;  with  due  Reepeoti  Sir, 

Your  most  bum.  Serv*, 
^  WILLUM  HENRY,  C.  T. 

Hia  BxceUesoy  Joseph  Beed,  E9q^ 


'    Obn.  Kath.  Greene  to  Pebs.  Bbed,  1780. 

Camp,  Precaness,  8d,  July,  1780. ' 
Sir, 

I  fovesee,  from  the  manner  in  which  the  several  states  are  to  fur- 
nish horses  for  the  use  of  the  army,  that  the  loss  of  public  property 
will  be  intolerable,  fmless  necessary  precautions  are  taken  to  prevent 
it.  I  am  therefore  to  request  your  Ezcelleucy  to  give  orders  that 
all  the  State  horses  which  are  sent  from  PoDDsylvaDia,  be  branded 
well  on  the  near  shoulder  and  near  buttock,  with  the  letters  U.  S.  P.^ 
This  brand  will  serve  to  diatinguish  them  from  Continental  and 
private  property,  and  at  the  same  time  serve  to  show  which  State 
they  belong  to,  and  enable  us  to  return  to  each,  at  the  end  of  the 
T7ampai^,  their  own  property.  In  an  army  where  there  are  such  a 
multitude  of  horses ;  where  there  are  such  a  mixture  of  public  and 
private  property ;  and  where  there  are  such  a  variety  of  characters 
who  will  avail  themselves  of  every  opportunity  given  them  to  impose 
upon  the  Continent,  the  loss  would  be  endless,  without  a  brand  to 
disiinguiah  them.    If  theife  is  no  brand  the  Country  people  will 

♦  See  CeL  aeo^  VoL  XIL,  p.  428. 
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also  think  ihemselTetf  entitled  lo  everj  stray  they  find ;  ner  ete  we 
ehum  them  unless  theve  is  some  particular  mark  to  know  tbem  bj. 
I  ami  with  respeot.  Your  Exoellmioj's 
most  obedient,  Humble  Servant, 

NATH.  GKEENB,  Q.  M.  Q. 
His  Excelleneji  Governor  Beed. 


David  Davis  to  Pees,  Beed,  1780. 

X  Bobeson  Township,  8d  July,  1789. 
Sir, 

I  have  purchased  Twenty  head  of  Beef  Cattle  and  seventy  Sheep, 
which  I  shall  be  ready  to  send  off  in  a  day  or  two ;  but  the  impos- 
sibility of  procuring  drivers  without  Gash  to  pay  them  &  other 
Necessary  expenses  of  collecting,  paying  for  pasture  on  their  way, 
&e.,  lays  me  under  the  Necessity  of  requesting  you  will  be  so  oblig- 
ing as  to  send  me  about  One  Thousand  Pounds,  in  order  to  eaabte 
me  to  get  the  Cattle  sent  to  Camp. 

Salt  Beef  &  Bacon  is  so  exceeding  Scarce  in  my  district  tb%t  I 
have  not  been  able,  as  yet,  to  procure  ^more  than  two  hundred 
weight. 

I  am,  Sir,  Your  Excellency's 

Most  Obed't  Humble  Servant,  ^ 

DAVID  DAVIS,  Cemm^ 
IHreeted, 

Public  service. 
His  Excellency,  Josepli  Beed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  Philada. 


Wm.  Scott  to  Pkes.  Beed,  1780. 

York,  July  4th,  1780. 
Sir,  •       • 

We  have  been  Procuring  and  Collecting  ouf  Volunteers  and  are 
in  hopes  to  have  them  all  Ready  as  soon  as  arms  can  be  had  to  equip 
them.  I  have  engaged  a  Waggon,  which  is  to  set  off  on  to-morrow 
or  next  day  to  Philaidelphia,  in  order  to  fetch  such  arms  and  other 
things  as  Council  may  think  proper;  with  which  we  expect  to  recdve 
orders  where  to  send  the  men  for  service.  Captain  Wain  (the  bearer 
hereof,)  will  wait  on  Council  and  can  inform  of  particulars  better 
than  I  can  write  and  will  forward  any  orders  which  may  be  for  us. 

The  number  of  Men  to  be  raised  here  will  amount  to  near  one 
hundred  &  thirty. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  Excellency's 

Obedient,  Humble  servt.. 

WM.  SCOTT. 
Directedf 
'    To  His  Excellency,  Joseph  Beed,  Esq.,  President  in  Council. 
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MoKS.  Di  CoBHT  90  Prbs.  Bebb,  1780* 

Providenee,  July  the  4thy  1780. 
Sir, 

I  am  informed  by  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Holkeri  thai  it  was  im- 
posfiibre  to  make  the  Decessarj  Purohasea  for  the  French  army,  with 
the  new  Paper  money  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania;  the  Reason 
without  Doubt,  is  that  the  Credit  thereof  b  not  yet  suffieiently 
established.  I  have  therefore  reqaested  the  Chevalier  Do  La  Luaeme 
to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  repay  immediately  to  the  Treasurer  of 
the  State  the  17000  Pounds  that  I  borrowed  through  his  mediation 
to  the  Intent  that  I  may  be  liberated  from  the  Engagement  into 
which  I  entered,  and  also  to  transmit  me  the  Deed  which  I  signed 
in  Consequence  of  the  Loan.  ^ 

I  am  perswaded  no  Difficulty  in  the  Settlement  of  this  Matter 
will  arise,  and  I  doubt  not  that  the  Principles  by  which  the  publie 
administration  of  the  United  States  is  actuated,  are  too  equitable  to 
suffer  the  Settlement  of  this  affair  ^the  only  object  of  which  was  to 
cooperate  in  the  Intention  of  establishing  the  Credit  of  the  Paper 
Money)  to  be  in  the  least  burdensome  to  His  most  Christian  Majesty. 
I  have  not  therefore  the  least  apprehension  that  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, will  desire,  this  Sum  to  be  replaced  in  specie,  as  I  have 
not  been  able  to  make  any  use  of  it. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
with  Respect  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient, 
and  most  humble  servant 


JHreefedf 
His  Exoelleney  Joseph  Reed  Esq. 


D»  CORNY.* 


Philip  Marstbllbb  to  Pubs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Lebanon,  July  4th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  Favonr  of  the  2d  Instant  is  now  before  me,  and 
find  myself  extremely  happy  that  my  small  Service  hath  met  with 
your  approbation,  and  shall  always  think  it  a  pleasure,  when  in  my 
Power  to  do  my  Country  a  piece  of  Service.  Your  Excellency  is 
pleased  to  Say  ''  That  yon  very  much  regret  that  the  state  of  mv 
Health  will  not  admit  of  my  assisting  you  in  Flour  &  Forrage. 
This  expression  of  your  Excellency's  induces  me  to  think,  that  you 
have  not  given  full  attention  to  my  Letter  of  the  25th  June  last.f 
Neither  do  I  remember  that  I  have  this  while  past  had  so  much 

«  See  answer,  p.  416.--^kristia&  name  illegible*  f  ^H!^  ^^ 
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reason  to  Complain  as  formerly,  although  I  am  far  from  being 
as  Harty  aa  I  eoald  wish,  and  aa  I  have  oftimea  in  a  Sickly  state 
Transacted  the  Business  of  a  healthy  man,  I  etill  flatter  myself  of 
b^ng  yet  of  some  serrice  in  time  of  need. 

I  believe  I  recollect  the  CircumsV^nce  on  which  your  ExoellencyB 
'Expression  is  founded,  vrhieh  in  my  opinion  mn9t  be  from  the 
following  Oircumstance.  ''  Some  time  past  Mr.  Wirtz  the  Com- 
**  miasioner  for  this  Coanty  pressed  me  to  assist  htm  in  procuring  of 
**  Forrage  &c,  for  the  army,  he  said  that  assistants  of  common  Char- 
**  racter  were  not  adequate  to  the  Business,  that  it  would  require 
<*  Persons  of  the  first  Charraeter  to  go  through  with  it  and  that  be 
*^  wished  me  lo  accept  of  the  hulf  of  the  County  that  whatever 
^*  would  be  the  pay  or  allowance  made  him  I  should  have,  and  that 
^  he  would  have  no  part  of  the  pay  or  Commissions  on  the  Purcha- 
<<  ses  I  should  make." 

^'  Upon  which  I  made  an^.  That  his  offers  were  too  fair  and 
<<  greater  than  I  would  offer  him  or  any  other  man.  But  that  I 
**  could  not  accept  of  it  as  I  was  Sickly  and  intended  to  go  to  the 
**  Virginia  Springs  for  recovery  of  my  Health." 

This  was  formerly  my  Intention,  but  then  only  made  use  of  as  a 
Genteel  ofcome  (not  wanting  to  give  offence)  for  who  should  rea- 
iionably  suppose.  That  I,  who  have  Conducted  the  Business  of  the 
€o«nty  for  2|  years  past  with  some  Credit,  would  act  as  assistant 
or  Partner  with  a  man  who  is  too  much  a  Stranger  to  the  Business 
to  do  that  Service  that  is  expected  from  him.  And  I  am  well 
assured  that  neither  your  Excellency  if  properly  acquainted  with  as 
both  nor  no  other  gentleman  would  wish  me  to  accept  of  any 
appointment  whatsoever  in  the  Gift  of  Mr.  Wirtz.  And  as  Mr 
Wirtz  has  so  lately  been  at  Phflad.  I  concluded  that  the  assurance 
of  my  bad  state  of  Health  must  have  come  through  the  above  recited 
Circumstance. 

Finding  that  your  Excellency  is  mudi  Concerned  for  the  necessary 
Support  of  our  army,  &  their  allies,  and  observing  a  seeming  Satis- 
faction in  the  Services  I  have  performed  at  your  request,  I  think 
myself  in  duty  Bound  to  offer  my  further  assistance  should  neces- 
sity require  it,  nevertheless  under  the  immediate  direction  of  the 
nonbl.  Council  for  I  am  to  Jealous  of  the  Honor  of  being  called  a 
inan  of  Business,  to  Bestow  the  Credit  of  my  Labour  and  Industry 
upon  another  man.  As.  to  the  State  money,  I  would  rather  Steer 
Clear  of  it  yet  a  while  and  act  the  dum  Spectator,  for  it  is  not  in 
Vogue  in  this  part  of  the  Country  as  yet — ^But  Specie  would  be  the 
thing  to  do  Business  to  some  Purpose. 

As  to  the  News  your  Excellency  was  pleased  to  CommunicatCi  I 
humbly  thank  you,  and  am  glad  to  Hear  the  Enemy  have  left  our 
Borders. 

The  Spirit  and  Zeal  of  the  Ladies  of  your  City  is  very  Com- 
mendable, and  I  shall,  when  oppertunity  Suits,  indeavor  to  elevate 
A»  SpiritB  of  the  Female  Whigs  in  ihk  Naghbourhood^mnd  if  PO0- 
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liUa,  tilk  them  out  of  a  few  doien  of  Shirts,  for  the  Coaifort  of  par 
brrve  fellows  st  Gsmp. 

Itonr  £xoelleboj  is  plesssd  to  Aoqusint  me,  thtt  the  State  money 
is  gettinff  into  a  ready  and  quick  Oircalationy  and  that  yon  plainly 
see  it  wul  go  in  spite  of  the  Ungenerous  Opposition  it  has  met  with 
from  the  Enemies  of  Governm*. 

T«  whioh  Paragraph  I  beg  leave  to  reply.  That  the  State  Money 
alluded  to  has  met  with,  and  still  may  meet  with,  Opposition  from 
the  best  Friends  of  Government  existing — ^for  upon  due  Consideration, 
the  Loss  in  the  Gotl.  money  falls  wholly  upon  the  Friends  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  Tory  Party  ren^  dear  of  the  Cost — ^The  Tory  rec* 
none  of  it  in  Payment  if  Possably  he  could  Avoid  it — he  sold  no 
Produce  unlesB  Compelled ;  when  that  was  the  Case,  he  took  care  to 
Bealiie  or  Exchange  it  for  Specie  Immediately.  But  on  the  other 
hand,  the  Whigg,  full  of  Zeal  to  his  Country,  gave  up  what  Specie 
he  had  for  the  Northern  Expedition,  and  for  the  recruitinff  Service, 
thinking  of  no  Advance ; — sold  his  Produce  and  every  other  ncceo» 
sary  for  the  Army  freely  and  readily,  when  called  upon.  So  that  the 
mony  received  from  1775  to  the  middle  of  the  year  1777  Cost 
him  equal  to  the  Hard  money,  and  what  he  got  since  he  paid  dearer 
than  the  Tory  by  reason  of  his  readiness  of  filing  and  never  waiting 
for  the  hiffhest  Pric^^— And  now  to  have  his  money  divided  by  40, 
60^  or  perhaps  a  divisor  equal  to  the  dividend,  may  go  muoh  against 
the  Grain  of  many  a  good  man,  Especially  when  he  reflects  that  |{^ 
or  more  of  whst  he  once  thought  his  Property,  is  gone  (not  lost)  but 
gone  to  keep  Clear  of  Taxation  the  ^etn^  who  wished  to  see  the 
United  States  in  Slavery,  and  who  was  the  createst  Fault  of  the 
Exorbitant  debts  upon  our  Country — from  these  and  many  other 
Considerations,  said  monoy,  perhaps,  h*8,  &  yet  may,  meet  with 
Opposition,  even  from  the  Friends  of  Government  I  could  Heartily 
wish  that  the  matter  might  be  made  Clear,  so  as  to  be  understood 
even  by  tho  Weakest  Capacities,  for  I  much  dread  we  shall  loose 
more  Friends  bv  the  Bargain  than  we  shall  make  Prosolites. 

Permit  me,  sir,  one  minuteto  think  of  myself— I  have  been  a  friend 
to  my  Country  and  a  Slave  to  the  Public  from  the  begining  of  the  Con* 
test  to  this  day,  and  hope  ever  to  Continue  the  former.  I  have  been 
constantly  employ'd  in  public  service,  and  thinking  I  was  getting  a 
Compensation  nearly  Adequate  to  my  'Services ;  Therefore  devoted 
my  whole  time  to  the  Service  of  my  Country,  and  disbanded  every 
thought  of  Trade  and  Speculation,  and  throwing  my  little  Fortune 
(attained  before  the  War)  to  the  Public  Use  in  the  Business  I  was 
engaged.  But,  upon  Calculation,  I  find  I  have  served  6  years  for 
nothing'-^fonnd  myself — felt-and  see  that  the  full  one  half  of  my  little 
Fortune  is  melted  away  by  depreciation.  But  if  there  is  no  better 
way  of  Curing  the  Evil  and  paying  the  Public  debt  than  the  mode  in 
question,  be  it  so ;  it  shall  never  set  me  Crazy,  nor  Cause  me  to 
turn  Tory ;  for  I  will'  readily  agree^  that  Self  Interest  ought  to  make 
way  for  Publie  Welfare. 
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f  ardpn  me  for  being  so  very  Tedious ;  it  is  a  Sabjeot  upon  wiueh 
I  would  wish  to  have  the  best  Information — ^Therefore,  if  I  oonld 
be  Honor'd  with  your  Exoeileneies  Opinion  thereon^  it  would  btfifor- 
ever  Acknowledged 

By  your  Very  Hum*  Serv*, 

P.  MAESTELLEB. 

His  Excellency  Josepb  Reed. 


Lt.  Samubl  Bba  to  Prbs.  Bbbb,  1780. 

Northampton^  4th  July,  1780. 
May  it  please  your  Ezoellenoy^ 

Since  my  last  of  Jane  1st,  I  have  receivM  Instructions  Concern- 
ing the  volunteers  of  this  County,  with  Blank  Commissions,  and  I 
have  filled  up  the  Commissions  for  the  following  officers,  Viz.,  Capt. 
Johannes  Van  Etten,  Lieutenant  John  Fish,  and  Ensign  Thomas 
Syllaman. 

According  to  orders  I  have  collected  the  Yolunteirs  at  the  County 
Town,  and  find  that  theriB  is  but  about  fifty,  but  they  are  dayly 
Comeing  in.  I  have  ordered  them  up  to  the  frontier  of  this  County, 
hoping  your  Excellency  will  approve  thereof;  ancL  direct  how  they 
Shall  be  Stationed  for  the  future. 

I  am  pressed  upon  by  the  frontier  Inhabitants  to  apply  to  your 
Excellency  and  the  Supream  Executive  Council,  for  a  number  of 
Yolunteirs  from  the  Adjacent  Countys,  or  Such  other  releif  as  you 
in  your  wisdom  Shall  direct,  as  the  frontdr  of  this  County  is  So 
Extensive  that  the  Yolunteirs  raised  therein  will  not  be  sufficient 
when  the  whole  Quota  is  compleated,  will  but  amount  to  96  in 
number. 

And  there  is  Several  Companys  along  the  fronteir  So  broke  and 
fled,  that  it  Seems  very  distressing  for  them  to  hire  two  Yolunteirs. 

I  have  received  the  Commissions  of  the  Militia  OfficerSi  and  have 
distributed  them. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  Excellencys 

Obedient  and  very  Humble  Ser*. 

SAM'L  BEA, 

lAexk*  of  Northampton  County. 

P.  S.  By  Certain  Intelligance  the  Indians  have  taken  M'.  Bowit^ 
about  ten  days  ago,  near  to  Captain  Yan  Etteos^  on  Delaware. 
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Sneer tbSr  Letter  ww  wnito  I  have  reeetv'd  tbe  Inclosed  Qualtfi- 
cftCioB,  and  Intelligenee  of  a  man  being  killed  Near  the  Mouth  of 
I^CMvaky  on  Last  Friday. 

On  Pablie  Servioe-^ 
Hia  Ezcellene^r  Jowph  Reed,  Enqa.^  Pneident  of  the  Snpreame 
Szeentiye  Council  of  Pennajlyania. 
1^  Colonel  Balliot 


DflPOsmoH  OF  John  Leffbbtib,  1780. 

Thia  Thj  parsonally  appeared  before  me^  Jno.  Leffertie^  who  was 
Last  year  a  Cap*.  In  the  battau  Service,  who  Declares  on  the  Holy 
Stangelist  of  Almighty  God,  that  he  was  Inform'd  by  Cap*.  Per- 
BMis,  Living  on  the  Mohanjk  River^  Nine  Days  before  Conghena« 
wage  was  burnt,  that  S'  Jn°  Johnson,  with  a  strong  party,  was  on 
his.  way  frofiot  Canada  to  Uiat  Place,  and  that  he  would  Certainly 
Come  and  hum  that  Place,  which  Information  he  the  Deponant  told 
to  ColL  Clock,  Jno.  Fonda  and  others,  but  It  seems  they  Did  not 
Oiye  Credit  thei«to-*the  Place  was  burnt,  and  further  Declares  that 
the  same  Persons  who  had  Given  him  the  above  Intiligence  Came 
Down  the  River  to  this  Place  the  17th  Instant,  to  Inform  him  as 
follows,  that  within  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  the  Enemy  will 
make  a  Stroke  on  this  Place,  by  the  way  of  Hdleberg  and  back  of 
Bawls  Town — that  Brant  and  Bottler  are  Gone  to  the  Minissinki 
and  when  they  Return  they  are  to  Effect  It ;  they  are  to  Alarm  Co* 
Dojoherry,  In  order  to  Draw  our  militia  from  this  place. 

Schenectendey^  June  19, 1780* 

A  Coppy  by  JNO.  LEFFERTIE. 

Sworn  before  me. 

Signed  Fonda,  Justice* 


To  THB  OoUNtY  LiBUTS.  NORTHAMPTON,  PbNNSTLVANIA, 

.    June  22d,  1780. 

The  Pettition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Penn  Tomension  &  Chesnut 

Hill  townships, 
Humbly  Sheweth : 

That  Whereas  the  Melittia  that  was  graUted  by  order  of  the  Hon- 
iiourable  the  President  and  Cooncill,  for  the  Protection  of  the 
fronteers  against  the  Indiana,  under  the  command  of  Cor'nl  Sjim, 
t  as  their  times  is  nearly  exspired  we  begin  To  Dread  the  Conse- 
^qi«e»0ea  of  a  crenel  si^vage  enemy,  frhifsh  wul  have  it  in  their  Power, 
apt  only  to  Kill,  Captivate  and  drive  the  Poor  inhabitants^  But  totallj 
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d«troj  o«r  Hftrverty  Which,  added  to  ma  oihet  DutuMei;  will  lot 
oalj  hurt  the  OommonweUh  bat  enoonttgiB  them.  We  ted  bj  eK- 
perienoe,  the  Meathod  &  Activity  of  oar  Molitti*  officers  hftBrepabed: 
the  enemy  twice  at  Diferent  PoBts,  though  very  weak,  &  aa^ed  tha 
])eople  from  Death  &  Oaptivity,  and  other  distraction  to  the  publick/ 
No^  we  Earnestly  emplore  &  humbly  Besetch;  that  we  siaj^  faaye 
other  Oards  Btatiomd  on  ouxAonteera  before  or  emediatelj  when 
the  present  ones  times  does  expire,  aa  it  ia^impoasable  Hmt  any  peraoii 
to  look  upon  Himself  only  to  Stand  as  a  Candidate  whq  aball  be 
taken  first :  after  Our  Posts  is  broke  up ;  &  as  for  the  seven  months 
men  that  is  now  raised  To  Garde  a  fronteer  upwards  of  one  hundred 
miles,  must  be  certainly  Bnefecioal  to  the  Security  ef  the  good 
people  of  these  townships ;  it  is  Now  our  earnest  desire  you  may 
take  thd  primices  into  a  Seriouse  consideiation,  A  grant  na  aiien 
ralievf  as  is  conaistant  to  jostis  &  in  your  power;  But  if  joa  cannot 
answer  our  Prayer,  We  Dottre  this  Pettitien  to  be  laid  before  hn| 
Excellency  the  President  &  CWicilli  ^  we  an  in  duty  BousMlf. 
diall  ever 'Pray. 

WILLIAM  MTEHS,  Gapt. 


Nicholas  Kam,  ColI.| 
Francis  Bohler, 
Paniel  Warner, 
Jonathan  Warnar, 
Edmond  Edmonds, 
Nathaniel  Ednionds^ 
Joseph  Everett, 
Henry  Davis, 
George  Holderj 
James  Dodson, 
Moses  Daviea, 
Peter  Edmans, 
John  Camron, 
Wm.  Knickerbacker^ 
Wm.  Carney, 
Wm.  Wall, 
John  Warner, 
Samuel  Warner, 
George  Peveahouse, 
Kathan  Warner, 
Peter  Hooken,  Capt., 
Giles  Perman, 
Joseph  Gable,  - 
John  Rhodes, 
John  Rh(&e8,  Junr., 
Directed  J 

'    To  the  Care  of  Oolls. 
8ttb.  lienta. 


Bichard  Dodson, 
John  Carney,  Lt.^ 
Potter  McCoy, 
Potter  StrowL 
Daniel  Strowi, 
John  Grigory,  Gapt| 
Stophel  Sciverlingi 
Jacob  Sciverlingi 
John  Hawn, 
Petter  Woodringer, 
Hon  Petter  Bolts, 
John  Solts, 
John  Cline, 
Barney.  Cline, 
Niclas  Box, 
Thomas  Do40on, 
Fredrick  Boyer, 
Petter  Bloss, 
Henry  Bloss, 
Petter  Franoe, 
James  Zellor, 
Peter  Roth,  Capi, 
Fredrick  Shackler, 
John  Shadcler, 
Andothem 

Petter  Borkhalter  &  John  Hayes,  Jur*, 
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John  Hublsy  so  Goi^  IiEwis  Nioola,  1780» 

Trenton,  4«*  Julj,  1780. 

.'  TfsMby  ftboat  8  o'Clook  P.  M.^  I  smTed  bere  wiib  ike  Lan- 
eMter  County  Volanteers  thtt  I  march  with  from  Philad%  also  three 
Yolanteers  beloneing  to  the  City  of  Philad*,  fourteen  belonging  to 
Cheaier  OboAty,  fturteen  to  Bueks  County  &  one  private  belonging 
to  the  standing  Army,  sinoe  my  arrival  two  Philad*  County  &  one 
from  Chester  County  have  joined  the  party  so  that  at  present  I  hav<^ 
kere,  107  Yoiunfteers  &  one  Contineotal  Soldier.  M'  Hagener  who 
wab  to  Assist  me  is  also  here  this  day,  we  intend  to  march  to  Prinee- 
town,  we  haire  procured  •  Horse  for  M'  Hagner  but  ean  neither  get 
•  Saddle  er  Bridle  so  that  it  is  uncertain  whether  he  will  be  able  to 
(preoeed  any  farther,  if  he  should  return  home,  I  must  proceed  with 
them  myself  I  shall  use  my  best  endeavours  in  conducting  the  men 
to  camp  but  I  can  assure  you  the  Task  is  too  severci  I  am  a  great 
deal  fatigued  only  senee  we  embark'd  on  the  Boat  we  were  so 
crouded  that  we  could  hardly  stand  and  the  hold  of  the  Vessel  was 
oonstantly  so  full  of  Water  that  it  was  almost  useless.  I  have 
made  Inquiry  for  Cap*  M«Elhalton  &  Lieu*  Honeyman  but  under- 
stand they  both  proceeded  towards  Camp. 

The  following  Volunteers  belonging  to  Lancaster  County  were 
Absent  when  we  marched  from  Philadelphia. 

William  Willson,  unfit  to  maroh  was  ordered  to  remain  at  the 
Barracks  in  Phila. 

Casper  Peter,  4**  Batt*  Gap* 'Beards  Com'  supposed  to  bare 
deserted. 

were  seen  in  (be 
City  about  an 
hour  before  we 
march'd,  at  a 
place  oall'd  Irish 
Town. 

)f  any  of  the  above  absentees  iiave  sinee  appear'd  at  the  Barreek 
hi  Philad*  yon  will  please  to  forward  them,  and  if  not  I  beg  you 
win  infonA  Col.  Samuel  Atlee  Lieutenant  of  Lancaster  of  them. 
I  am  Sir,  with  esteem  Sir, 

your  most  Humble  serv*, 

J.  HUBLEY. 
P.  8.  At  I  have  no  wmtten  (Mcders  with  reepeet  to  the  Command 
ol  PWlad*  Oity  &  County,  Counttea  of  Chester  A  Bucks,  Volunteers, 
I  shall  BUintge  as  well  as  I  am  able,  seme  of  the  men  have  already 
ffodea^ouf^d  to  make  concision,  ocmeenung  it,  however  I  toldttfaem 
ih«t  nmlessL  the j  would  obey  my  ordsra  A  march  with  the  others  I 

17* 


John  Hamilton,  "j  !•*  Batt»,  Cap*  Slater  C% 
John  CampbeU,     !•*  Batt\  Cap*  SmiCh  de., 
Patrick  Mclone,  U**  Batt%  Cap*  Wright  do. 
WilUam  Hunt,  1  8*»  Batt^,  Cap*  Jn»  Hubley  da, 
Jawes  WAterSy  J  l**  Batl^,  Cap*  Brisbin  do.. 
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sliOQld  prevent  their  drawing  rations,  at  present  they  all 
willing  to  march  with  me  &  o&j  Orders* 

J.  H. 
Directed^ 

(On  Public  Service.) 
.  CoL  LbwU  Niohob,  OooNoandfaig  at  the  Bairaeks,  PUUnlphuu 


JuMB  Francis  Hopkihson  to  P&bs.  Bbbov  1780» 

D-Sir, 

I  should  have  waited  on  yon  for  yonr  friendly  advioo  respeoCing 
the  Subject  of  the  enclosed  Paper,  but  cannot  put  on  my  Shoe 
owing  to  a  small  Touch  of  the  Gout.  I  have  promised  an  Answer 
to  M'  Oster  this  afternoon  &  think  the  Preoedent  of  too  mooh  Imr 
pojlanoe  to  establish  without  Adviee.  I  hope  therefofs  yon  wiU 
axottse  my  troubling  you  on  this  Occasion. 
I  am  Sir  1 

year  most  obedient 

humble  serv* 

F,  HOPKINSONT.   ' 
'    July  5^1780. 
JOirccted^ 
Tp  His  BzcelleDcy  President  Beed,  Prest 


Jaubs  Satlt  to  Pass.  Bskd,  .17b0* 

Lancaster,  July  6«*,  1780. 
Honw  Sir, 

Your  favour  of  the  24**  Ultimo  Inclosing  a  Resolve  of  Council 
In  Consequence  of  General  Washington's  Regulation  to  Raise  tenms 

•for  the  Immediate  Support  of  the  army  I  Rcc'  the  2d  Instant  and 

•  am  busely  imployed  in  Engaging  A.  W.  M.  and  am  obliged  to  leave 
a  blank  in  their  Commissions  with  Respect  to  their  pay,  they 
absolutely  Refuse  to  Raise  the  teams  until  they  are  Oertain  at  *Aeir 

,  wages  and  the  wages  of  those  Conductors  that  the  appoint  to  go  oqt 
with  the  teams^  and  likewise  the  pay  of  the  Militia,  that  nvj  be 
Called  upon  to  assist  as  the  whole  teams  will  have  to  be  impresed  I 
am  not  able  to  promise  the  waggon  Masters  more  than  twenty  dollars 
p'  day  which  is  faur  Inadquate  lo  the  Service,  I  can  get  no  person  to 
under  take  this  Disagreeable  task  but  those  that  have  all  along  been 

'  fitenoh  friends  to  their  Country  and  have  gemeraly  Berv^  Chiefly  on 
iheir  own  pookets ;  it  wiU  be  mwely  imposoUe  for  me  to  proceed 
any  further  in  this  business  if  the  above  Request  is  not  G^nerovrfy 
Gomplyed  with,  as  the  MiHda  are  Generaly  men  (or  least  those  we 

i  get  to  do  this  Servioe)  thai  works  for  their  living  the  will  not  j 
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wtthoat  their  days  pay  what  the  Oan  yearn  at  work  whioh  I  have  no 
authorety  to  promiae  theaa.  pleaae  to  Ezooae  faaala  aa  the  €(entel- 
man  whp  Carys  this  is  waiting  for  it. 

IJuiTe  the  Honor  to  be  your  Exoellenoys 

most  obedient  and  very  Humble  Servant 

JAMES  BATLT,  W  H.  L.  0. 
Dineied,—To  The  Hon^  Joseph  Beed  Ea^'  Philadelphia. 


KSSOLUXIOV  07  OONGRBSS,  1780. 

Id  Congress,  July  6th,  1780. 
On  motion  of  the  Delegates  for  the  State  of  Pensylvania,  in  par- 
auance  of  Instructions  from  the  President  &  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  the  said  State. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Treasury  be  directed  to  supply  the 
jf^sident  and  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pensyl- 
imia  with  bills  of  Exchange,  drawn  on  the  Minister  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  Court  of  France,  to  the  amount  of  one  thousand  pounds 
Sterling,  for  which  the  said  State  is  to  be  accountable. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  See'y. 


OoL«  L.  Nicola  to  Fbbs.  Bwd,  1780. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  leave  to  represent  to  you  an  inconvenience  we  labour  nnder 
by  the  mode  pursued  by  the  magistrates  of  this  city  when  soldiers 
appear  before  them  as  delinquents,  which  is  to  send  them  to  the 
county  Giiol  or  work  house  for  every  trifling  ofl^ence,  by  which  means 
several  are  lost  for  a  long  time  to  the  army,  &  their  fees  generally 
rise  so  high  that  few  officers  will  venture  so  much  money,  which 
must  be  lost  in  whole  or  part  in  case  the  delinquent  dies  or  deserts 
before  it  can  be  stoped,  which,  on  account  of  the  smallness  of  soldiers 
pay,  usually  requires  several  months. 

If  there  is  not  some  obstacle  or  impropriety,  which  I  am  ignorant 
of,  I  request  of  the  Hon'ble  Council  directions  to  the  Magistrates  to 
send  all  military  delinquents,  not  accused  of  capital  offences,  to  the 
New  Gaol,  from  whence  they  may  be  taken  without  any  exponce,  & 
if  the  prosecutor  is  satisfied  with  a  military  trial,  that  &  the  punish- 
ment will  be  the  work  of  but  few  days,  the  latter  will  also  be  much 
more  exemplary,  and  the  country  sooner  rape  the  benefit  of  their 
services. 

Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  I  am,  with  respect, 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obed.  servt.,  • 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 

Phflada.,  6  July,  1780. 
Directed^ 
'    To  his  Excellency;  the  President,  &  the  Hon'Ie  Bxeoutlve  OoonciL 
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Pbbs.  Rnft  TO  DiLsaATBB  IN  OoiraRBSSy  1780* 

Id  GowMil^  Jdj  6, 1T80. 
Gkntlemen, 

The  Le^skinre  of  ibis  State,  daly  sennble  how  much  the  publick 
safety  4  our  fatare  Happineaa  depends,  not  only  apea  h»TUig  a 
respectable  force  in  the  Field  ;  bat  that  the  Appointments  should  be 
such  as  to  soften,  as  much  as  possible,  the  unavoidable  Hardships  of 
War,  A;  give  satiefsction  to  their  Troops,  have  pasi/d  sundry  Laws, 
providing  Gloathing  &  divers  other  Necessaries,  for  the  Line  of  this 
State,  which  tt  is  our  duty  to  execute  with  all  possible  Punctuality 
^  Care.  To  enable  us  so  to  do,  the  Assembly  laid  a  Tax  of  One 
Million  six  hundred  thousand  Dollars,  in  addition  to  the  Quota  of 
this  State,  as  required  by  the  Hon'ble  Congress;  But  the  late 
Exigence  of  the  Army  for  Provisions  was  a  call  of  so  commanding  a 
Nature  as  to  forbid  all  Reserve  or  Delay.  We  not  only  exhausted 
our  Treasury  on  the  Occasion,  but  we  anticipated  the  Receipts  by 
enabling  the  Continental  Commissary  to  take  up  money  in  the  sev- 
eral Counties.  In  addition  to  this  we  have  also  expended,  by  our 
own  Commissioners,  a  Sum  which  from  the  best  Computation  we  can 
form,  will  anfouut  to  at  least,  2  Millions  of  Dollars,  in  Collecting 
Cattle,  Sheep,  &  Salted  Provisions.  Articles  not  required^  of  this 
State  as  any  Part  of  the  Specifiek  Supplies.  We  ard  proceeding 
with  all  Dispatch  to  collect  the  specifiek  supplies  demanded,  but  fin4 
ourselves  em  harassed  in  providing .  the  enumerated  Articles,  which 
the  Laws  above  referred  to  have  promised  to  the  Troops.  And  have 
concluded  to  endeavour  to  procure  them  from  Europe,  upon  a  State 
Credit.  A  very  small  Sum  compared  with  what  we  have  advanced 
on  this  Occasion,  would  be  of  great  Relief,  and  we  would,  therefore, 
desire  you  to  apply  to  Congress  for  £1000  Sterling,  of  tho  Bills  now 
drawing,  which  we  will  cither  pay  in  the  State  Money,  now  getting 
into  easy  Circulation,  or  stand  charged  with,  untill  the  whole 
Accounts  of  the  extraordinary  Advance  can  be  collected,  &  a  Settle- 
ment made  between  the  Continental  Commi"  &  our  State  Commis- 
sioners ;  or  repaying  it  in  Continental  Money  in  a  short  Period. 

We  flatter  ourselves  that  upon  the  special  Ground  of  our  Request, 
&  our  Situation  &  Readiness  to  answer  anv  Exigencies  of  Congress, 
it  cannot  be  made  an  inconvenient  Precedent.  We  have  the  SaUs- 
flMtion  to  inform  you  that  notwithstanding  the  large  Sums  due  in 
this  State,  on  Q'  Masters  &  Commissaries  Certificates,  we  have 
answered  all  the  Draughts  of  Congress,  &  they  are  now  nearly  paid. 
That  the  Collection  of  our  Taxes  is  more  speedy  &  v^orous,  &  our 
Prospects  on  the  Subject  more  encouraging. 

We  shall  in  a  few  Days  lay  before  the  Hon.  Congress,  the  Pro- 
gress we  have  made  upon  these  several  Requisitions  enumerated  in 
a  late  Application  from  that  Hon.  Body,  &  hope  the  Communication 
will  «how  that  the  Ardour  &  Zeal  of  Pe[in.sylvania  is  noi  abated  in 


BKHNSZLYANIA  JLBCHHTBS  Vim  aW: 

Aft  pwbHck  Catm,'  bmk  tiui*  say  xMseiiaUe  Sz^tation  niU  be 

I  MD,  €knty  ^ty  leflpecifoU J, 

Your  Obed't,  H'bbk  S6r?t., 

JOS.  BEED,  F^eiid«^ 


PaiHk  BiiBi>  TO  Coim  Saml.  Huntbb,  1780. 

Sir. 

Fov  Fkivour  of  ihe  27th  Jane*  has  been  duly  rec'.— We  gbould 
hope  tbat  the  Militia  of  the  CouBtj  would  be  very  ready  to  furnlsk 
the  whole  Number  of  Volunteers  agreeable  to  their  Quota,  ts  it  will 
be  ¥€vy  enoonragiag  to  tbe  inner  ConntMB  to  see  the  Frontier  Inbab- 
itenta  in  earnest  to  help  theauelves. 

We  are  aonry  to  ii^ar  the  Attempta  whioh  have  been  made  to  gQt 

&  Prieoners  have  been  so  unsucoeasfnli  &  hope  Perseyeranoe 

^in  Tine,  produee  better  Effects — We  cannot  help  thinking  it 

unly  efieetual  Mode  to  carry  on  an  Indian^  War^  and  that  a  mere 

ifenaive  System  is  not  only  attended  with  an  enorxnoue  Ezpeoo^ 
JMit  io  ?ery  little  adequate  Purpoee. 

We  have  done  nothing  with  Respect  to  the  Indian,  as  we  are  told 
ke  is  to  be  brought  hither ;  but  it  seems  to  be  the  present  Sense  of 
Ike  GonnoU  to  pay  ibe^  Reward  upon  the  proper  Certificate  being 
produced,  unless  some  new  Reaeon  should  occurxto  the  oontrary. 

We  are  very  anxious  to  make  your  Situation  as  secttfe  as  possible,  & 
in  this  Respect  our  Aticntion  to  your  County  has  been  so  visible  as 
to  excite  the  Jealousy  of  the  other  Frontier  Counties,  who  have  been 
left  much  more  to  their  own  Protection :  But  we  cannot  help  observing 
how  inadequate  the  Supplies  of  the  Country  are  to  support  tbi  Men 
called  for --lb  the  first  Place,  the  Semand  is  for  Men,  &  in  some 
Instances  very  large — then  the  Demand  is  for  Provisions,  untill  one 
in<»eaaing  on  the  other  creates  fresh  Embarassment.  The  Taxes  are 
now  so  extremely  high  in  the  inner  Counties,  &  the  Demands  to 
Honey  so  great  &  ▼ark>tta,  thai  we  find  it  very  difficult  te  answer 
-even  a  Part  of  them :  It  will  therefore  unavoidably  happen^  that 
yeut  Exertions  must  be  ecmsiderable  in  the  County,  &  that  your 
Balianee  upon  distant  Aid  must  also  in  seme  Degree  abate.  We 
jMst  particularly  urge  upon  yon  the  greatest  Oeeonomy  in  the  Expen- 
ditures t>f  every  kind.  We  have  mnoh  Reason  to  beUeve  the  Post  at 
fiunbnry,  under  Continental  Manngementyhtsnot  been  remerkablefor 
ilts  FrunJity — But  we  flatter  ourselves  it  is  now  in  better  ft  mere  dis- 
.ereet  Hands.  It  will  be  much  for  the  Interest  of  the  Frootiefs  if 
the  leading  Men  would  interest  themselves  in  cheeking  every  Species 
•el  Waste  or  Abuse,  ft  prove  a  powerful  Inoentive  to  the  inner 
Counties  to  give  them  Supplies  when  they  arc  found  to  be  naed  witfi 
Pradenee  &  Oeeonomy. 

*  Pago  869.  , 
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'  The  Sapply  of  AmmnsitkNi  sent  yen  laik  April  was  reryev^H 
siderable,  &  as  it  is  by  no  Mesns  in  snoh  Plenty  or  so  obeap  as  thai 
we  oan  afford  these  Miscarriages,  we  wilh  yo«  bad  sent  down  some 
prudent,  careful  Person  to  enquire  afler  it-— These  Articles  are  rery 
expeMtve,  &  very  difficult  t&  be  procured,  k  an  indifference  as  to  their 
Safety,  with  the  Bepetition  of  the  Demand,  giyes  some  Occasion  to 
apprehend  that  the  Inhabitants  do  not  interest  themselves  so  much 
in  Uie  matter  as- they  would  do  if  they  paid  for  &  procured  it 

In  June,  1779,  Col.  Smith  rec'  611'^  of  Powder  &  1000  Flints, 
which  we  are  informed  wers  not  forwarded  immediately,  &  are  now 
supposed  to  be  in  Paxtang— -We  think  this  &  the  Parcel  sent  last 
April,  should  be  inquired  iSter,  &  would  prove  a  very  competent  Sup- 
ply  at  Present. 

Oeneral  Washington  ft  Congress  having  mado  repeated  Demanda 
upon  us  for  Men  to  fill  up  the  Line  in  the  Continental  Army,  now 
much  reduced,  we  have  been  obliged  to  apply  the  Volunteers  collected 
from  Philad.,  Chester,  Bucks,  Lancaster  ft  Berks,  to  recruit  the  mala 
Army — ^Those  from  Cumberland,  York,  ft  the  otiier  Counties,  will  go 
to  the  Frontiers ; — we  were  sorry  to  hear  a  Difficulty  was  made  in  the 
-upper  Pkirts  of  Lancaster  in  going  to  the  Continental  Army — as  if 
it  should  be  persisted  in,  so  that  we  should  gratify  them,  the  imm^ 
diate  Conseqnenee  would  be  that  the  German  Eeg*  would  be  with- 
drawn. It  is  with  great  Difficulty  we  have  been  able  to  preserve 
them,  ft  any  Disappointm*  of  the  Volunteers  promised  by  the  Qeneral^ 
&  especially  of  such  a  Nature,  would  have  this  Effect. 
I  am,  Sir^  with  much  Esteem, 

Tour  Obed.  Hbble.  Servt. 


JoHW  HuBLBY  TO  Prbs.  Rbbd,  I780« 

Morristown,  7^  July,  1780. 
May  it  please  bis  Excellency  : 

This  forenoon  about  10  o'clock,  I  arrived  here  with  one  hundred 
ft  four  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  having  left.  Philad*  with  one  hon- 
'4lred  and  six,  one  ai  which  (Stephen  Davis,  of  Lane'  County,)  I  waa 
obliged  to  confine  in  Trenton  Goal,  he  lutving  been  diaoover'd  thete 
to  M  a  deserter  from  the  Connecticut  Line,  and  the  other  (Henry 
Redding,  of  Lane  County,)  having  had  leave  at  Princatowtt  to  aee 
some  of  his  friend  s  near  Rockyhill,  but  has  not  overtaken  us  since 

When  I  left  Philad*  a  M'  Hagener,  Ensign  of  the  Citj  Militia 
was  sent  to  Trenton  by  Land,  by  the  Lieutenant  of  the  City,  from 
thenoe  to  Assist  me  in  marohiog  the  Volunteers  to-Caap;  I  procured 
a  Continental  Horse  for  him  there,  but  for  want  of  a  Saddle  ft  BrMie 
he  returned  to  Philad*. 

Thus  far  I  am  come,  but  not  without  a  gi^  deal  of  Trouble  ft 
fatieguej  but  the  satisfaction  I  have  in  brioging  these  men  hore,  and 
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«iib«o  liUb  IcM,  giMlly  eioeedsaU  the  ti«oble  I  eonUpMiUy  htro 
bad  wilh  tbem. 

Tlie  leaMUoder  of  Uii»daj  wo ahall  lay  by  here;  to  iborow  oyoniQ^ 
I  OKpoot  lo  aifire  at  damp  <&  doliver  my  diarga. 
I  bavo  ^0  Honor  to  bo 

His  ExoelieneieB  most  Obedient 
Humble  serv^ 

J.  HUBLET. 
His  Exoellenoy,  Gen.  Beed. 


Peks.  of  Congress  to  Pres.  Keeb,  1780. 

Philadelpbia,  July  7, 1780. 
Sir, 

By  tboAot  of  GongTOss  of  the  6^  Instant,  berewttb  enclosed,  yoor 
Atoellenoy  will  be  informed  that  they  have  directed  the  Board  of 
fraesury  to  sopply  tbe  President  &  Sapreme  BxeeutiTo  Oonnoil  of 
ibis  State  with  tbe  Bills  of  £xohange  drawn  on  the  Minisler  of  the 
tTnited  States  at  the  Court  of  Franee,  to  tbe  Amount  of  one  thousand 
Pounds  Sterling,*  for  which  the  said  State  is  to  be  aecountable. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
I  with  very  great  respect, 

your  Excelly's  most  obedt  sert., 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 
His  Exoeiry,  President  Reed. 


Opinion  op  Jona.  D.  Sergeant,  1780.      * 

"  Phikda.,  7  July,  1780. 
Sir,  .  . 

I  have  considered  the  Question  stated  by  the  honourable  Council 
for  my  Opiniou,  to  wit. :  ^  How  for  a  Commission  given  by  a 
**  British  Govern6r  to  cruize  on  the  Subjects  of  the  King  oi  Franee 
*^  willy  by  tbe  Law  of  Nations,  authorize  maritime  Hostilities  on 
'<  these  United  States  or  any  of  tbem^ — and  whether  such  a  Com- 
'^  mission  found  on  any  person  practising  such  Hostilities,  ought  to 
<<  give  him  protection  ii^  Case  of  a  Capture  as  a  prisoner  of  War  V 
— and  I  am  of  Opinion, 

1st.  That  a  person  cruising  against  the  Subjects  of  tbe  United 
States  under  a  OommisaioB  against  the  French  is  to  be  considered 
in  the  same  Light  as  if  he  had  no  Commission  at  all ;  except  in  so 
far  as  such  Commission  is  prima  facie  £vidence  that  he  is  a  Britiab 
Sttbj^ot. 

*  Bee  pages  391, 892. 
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Sd.  'Yftt  I  nm  iiioIiBed  to  think  Hiai  «veiy  Subjaek  of  a  8teto  at 
War  is  justifiable  by  the  Law  of  Nations  in  captaring  the  EtfltMis  «f 
tiie  fikieay  either  by  Sea  or  Land ;  altlio,  if  Hiere  be  no  OommkBion 
the  prise  belongs  strietly  to  ^  Sovereign  poirer  of  tbsSttte  &i  Boi 
to  the  Gaptor.  Lee  [pa.  237]  indeed  oeetts  to  thlik  that  if  a  Ship 
without  a  GounniaBbn  go  ont  of  her  Way  to  craise  against  the 
Snemy  they  might  run  the  Risque  of  being  deemed  Firates,  ft 
pnuisbed  as  suoh ;  [Puff.  1.  8,  o.  6,  §  21 J  bat  the  Book  he  refers 
to  by  no  means  supports  any  sach  opinion.  On  the  other  h^d 
Molloy  [If  4,  2,]  is  express  that  eren  private  Men  without  any 
Commission  might  send  forth  ship*  of  War; — altho  at  the  same 
Time  ho  tells  us  that  it  is  usual  on  the  breaking  out  of  a  War  to 
restrain  by  proclamation  any  persons  from  setting  forth  without  a 
Commission.    Thie  would  hatdly  be  done  if  the  thing  itself  were 

Eiraoy  independent  of  any  such  proolamation.  Besides  the  furth«rt 
•  goes  on  this  head  is  ^  patting  a  Case  from  Roll's  Abr.  [5S0] 
^iftL  Merohant  with  Letters  of  Marquo  or  Reprisal  foTnishes  out' 
<<  a  Ship  with  a  Captain  ft  MarinorB^  and  they,  instead  of  taking  the 
^  Goods  or  Ships  of  ihat  Nation  againat  whom  their  Commission  is 
^^awaided,  take  the  Ships  ft  Gk>oda  of  a  Friend^  this  la  piraoy." 
The  present  Case  is  that  of  taking  the  Ships  or  Ooods  of  an  Einen^^ 
which  is  widely  different.  What  is  pretty  remarkable  is  that  of  the 
Authorities  cited  by  Lqb,  not  one  treats  it  as  piracy ;  but  they  seem 
to  agree  that  the  prize  in  such  Case  belongs  to  the  summum  Lnpe- 
rium'of  the  State. 

Taking  for  granted  therefore  that  the  persons  in  Question  are 
British  Subjects,  I  think  they  have  been  guilty  of  no  offence  against 
the  Law  of  Nations.  What  Modem  British  Statutes  or  proelama- 
tions  they  may  have  contravened,  we  do  not  so  well  know  how  nor 
does  it  seegi  to  be  material. 

I  have  the  Honour 
to  be  y  Exc^ 

most  obed*  hble.  sorv*, 

JONA.  J>.  SERGEANT.* 
'  Directed y 

His  EzcolU  Prcsid*  Reed. 


Pbes.  Bebd  to  Mr.  HoLKfiR,  1780. 

Sir, 

When  we  were  in  Conference  with  yon  on  the  Subject  of  aiding 
Mr.  Cornay  in  his  Purchases  within  this  State  I  mentioned  thto 
Probability  that  this  State  might  have  Occasion  for  some  Bills  on 
Europe^  which  might  be  a  more  convenient  Mode  of  Repayment 

*  See  Ool.  Rec,  Tol  Xl£,  p.  412. 
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than  drawing  Specie  for  sneh  Part  of  the  State  Money  as  ahonld  not 
be  speeifioall  J  retained.  The  Reoeipt  of  tlus  Money  in  Taxes  haa 
given  it  a  more  general  Ciroalation  than  wan  some  Time  ago 
ezpeeted,  ao  that  we  find  •  eonsiderable  Sum  returning  to  na  in  that 
Way.  If  it  was  convenient  to  you  to  let  us  have  a  Bill  for  about 
JE500  Sterling  for  a  special  State.  Purpose  it  will  obHgo  us,  &  we 
will  take  it  on  these  Terms,  that  if  on  the  Repayment  of  the  State 
Money  lent,  the  whole  Sum  shall  be  specifioally  returned  we  will 
pay  you  for  the  Bill  at  the  current  Exchange  at  this  Time-*other« 
wisft  to  be  settled  in  that  Account  You  will  please  give  to  me  your 
Sentiments  hereupon,  &  if  convenienient  to  draw  the  Bill  to  do  it 
in  my  Favonr  as  President  of  the  State. 
I  am  Sir, 

with  dne  Gonsideraiion, 

Your  Obed.  &  very  Enable,  serv*. 
Indaned  July  8th^  1780. 
Difeeted^ 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Holker. 


GxNL.  ABTH0B  St.  Claib  to  Pbea.  Rbbb,  1780. 

Camp  at  Perckeness^  July  8th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Since  yesterday  when  I  did  myself  the  Honour  to  address  you  it 
bfes  b^n  reported  to  me  that  aome  of  the  Reoruita  are  mnfit  for  ser* 
yice ;  these  have  been  directed  to  be  sent  back  as  they  would  be  a 
fMhi  Bapenee  and  no  advantage^  and  this  happening  in  the  first 
IlkSiMoe  may  serve  to  make  the  Officers  careful  whom  they  accept. 
In  a  former  Letter  I  took  the  Liberty  to.  express  a  Wish  that 
they  might  be  armed  before  they  were  sent  on.  I  bee  leave  to 
repeat  it,  the  removal  of  our  Stores  in  consequence  of  the  late  opera- 
tions of  the  Enemy  having  rendered  the  arming  them  here  more 
difficult. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

A'  ST.  CLAIR- 

I  forgot  before  I  dosed  this  Letter  to  inform  your  Bxcellency 
that  Mr.  Swaine  has  been  tried  by  a  Court  Martial  for  absenting 
himself  from  Camp  without  Leave,  Abuses  in  the  Execation  of  his 
Offioe,  and  frauds  and  found  .guilty  of  each,  and  the  Sentence  was 
yesterday  confirmed  by  the  General ;  it  will  therefore  be  necessary 
that  the  State  appoint  some  other  Person — in  the  meantime  an 
officer  shall  be  appointed  to  do  the*  Duty. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 
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Christian  Wirtz  to  Pres.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Lancaster,  July  Sth,  1780. 

SlTy 

T  have  Inolosed  a  Return  of  the  Parohanes  made  in  this  Ooanty 
flhioe  my  appointnient.  This  Post  has  received  Sixty  Barrels  of 
the  Flower,  and  the  greater  Part  of  the  remainder  I  have  forwarded 
to  Estherton. 

Col.  Weltner,  the  commanding  officer  at  Snnhnry,  writes  very 
pressing  for  a  snpply  of  Beef,  Flower  &  Rum,  and  Mr.  Stewart,  the 
Bearer  of  this,  is  now  on  his  way  to  Council  on  the  same  busiaess.- 
From  appearances  I  expect,  in  a  few  Days  to  be  able  to  lay  in  a 
sufficient  Quantity  of  Flower  at  Bstbertoa  to  supply  the  Frontier 
Posts,  and  hope  (o  make  yon  monthly  returns  hereafter  to  some 
Satbfaotion. 

I  am  your  most  Obd* 

&  very  H»  Serv*, 

CHRISTIAN  WIRTZ,  C.  P.  L.  C. 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'. 


BnuRir  OF  Supplies  purohasbd  in  Lakoastsr  Co.,  1780* 

A  Return  of  Supplies  purchased  in  Tjancaster  County,  by  order  of 

the  Qon'ble  The  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Penasylvaa'a; 
July  6'*,  1780. 

One  hundred  &  Twenty  Barrels  of  Flower. 

Two  hundred  &  Thirty  Bushels  of  Wheat. 

Sixty  five  Bushels  of  Ryp. 

One  hundred  &  Forty  One  Bushels  of  Com. 

Thirty  Bushels  of  Spelts.    , 

Twenty  Six  Bushells  of  Buckwheat. 

Two  hundred  ft  Thirty  Two  Bushells  of  OaU. 

Forty  Ton  of  Hay. 

Two  hundred  &  Fifty  Bundles  of  Rye  Straw. 

CHRISTIAN  WIRTZ,  Commissioner 

of  Purchases  for  Lanear  Ooonty. 
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Philad.,  Julv  9, 1780. 
Sir,    .  ../ 

Einincnt  Abilities  when  employed  for  tbe  Welfare  &  Happiness 
of  Mankind  justly  &  properly  attract  Notice  of  Veneration  &  while 
they  honour  the  Possessors  subject  them  to  Claims  from  which  infe- 
rior Characters  are  exempt. — It  is  upon  this  Ground  that  we  beg 
Leave  to  recommend  to  vour  Excell^  FaTOurable  Notice  &  Regara 
the  Bearer  M'  Searle,  his  unshaken  Attachment  to  the  Liberties  of 
America  &  faithful  Discharge  of  his  Duty  as  a  Delegate  for  this 
iState  in  Congress  will  we  are  persuaded  powerfully  engage  your 
Civilities  &  Regard.  In  addition  to  this  we  beg  Leave  to  add  that 
in  the  deranged  state  of  our  Finances^  &  enlarged  Trade  we  find  it 
necessary  for  States  to  make  particular  Exertions  to  supply  their 
Troops  &  have  therefore  given  M'  Searle  a  Commission  to  this  Pur- 
pose as  well  as  to  transact  some  other  publck  Buisness  in  which  your 
kind  Advice  &  Assistance  will  be  particularly  obliging  to  this  State. 

Our  fervent  Wishes  for  your  Health  &  Happiness  &  Honour 
attend  your  Excell'  &  am  in  Behalf  of  the  Suprdme  Ezecativo 
Council  of  this  StatCj 

Your  Excell^* 

most  Obed.  &  very 

HbbleSenr. 
Indorsed^ 

July  10,  To  His  Exo'y  John  Adams,  Esq.,  Minister  Py  of  U.  S. 
of  N.  A.,  at  the  Court  of  France. 


NioaoLAB  LuTZ  TO  Pbbs.  .Rbed,  1780. 

Beading,  10th  July,  1780. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  herewith  I  hare  sent  yon  my  returns  of  pnrohases  k 
deliveries  up  to  the  30th  of  June  induded,  if  the  returns  do  not 
prove  satisfactory  or  in  the  form  you  would  have  them,  yon  will  be 
so  kind  as  to  send  me  a  few  blank  Copies  by  the  expiration  of  the 
Month,  as  I  intend  making  my  tetnms  monthly  for  the  future. 

In  consequenoe  of  a  resolve  of  Coaneil  of  27^^  May  last,  a  Copy 
whereof  I  have  inclosed  herewith,  importing  that  (among  other 
Po0ls)  the  Poet  of  Beading  was  to  be  Supplied  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Purchases  this,  with  the  repeated  &  most  pressing  applications  of 
tbe  Issaeing  Commissary  Induced  me  to  deliver  him  tbe  sni^lies  you 
will  find  delivered  him  by  the  retam  of  deliveries :  yet  the  last  18 
Barrels  of  Flonr  would  not  have  been  delivered  bim,  bad  not  a  did* 
taut  Miller  by  Ignorance  &  mistake  sent  said  Flonr  ft  Invoiee  direo* 
ted  to  Peter  Aston  A.  0.  of  Purchases  who  delitered  it  to  tbe 
Issuing  Commissary,  &  the  ofaief  part  thereof  being  Issued  out  before 
uii  Miatake  oameio  mj  knomkAg^ — ^I  shall  have  in  the  oouzae  of 
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a  wMk  about  one  bvndred  BarreU  of  Flour,  ready -to  be  seiil  wbere 
you  may  please  to  Order. — Bat  under  the  present  disadvantagee  I 
am  afraid  I  oan  procare  bat  litUe  more  before  harvest. 

First,  I  have  endeavoured  to  employ  or  appoint  some  persons  for 
my  Assistance  but  without  efiPect,  as  no  persons  of  propriety  would 
except  thereof,  for  they  thought  the  emoluments  the  Law  allowed^ 
was  inadequate  to  the  Trouble  &  ezpence  of  serving  in  that  capacity. 
Secondly,  I  have  strictly  adheared  to  your  letter  of  22<  Ap'  last, 
wherein  you  requested  me  by  no  means  to  use  any  compulsive  mea- 
sures, but  to  proceed. in  the  common  way  of  buying  &  selliug  ouly, 
which  I  roaly  thought  myself,  was  the  ouly  way  to  begin  with,  Tn 
consequence  thereof  I  traveled  thro'  the  County  &  trusted  much  to 
the  promises  of  Farmers  who  had  considerable  Store  of  Grain  &e. 
but  to  my  Surprise  those  very  persons,  finding  I  continued  in  that 
Linient  line,  they  (as  I  afterwards  found)  under  divers  pretences 
found  means  of  evading  their  promises  ft  conveying  their  Grain. 
I'lour  &c.  out  of  my  reach,  otherwise  had  I  been  able  to  command 
proner  Assistance  ft  Seized  Stores  wherever  I  found  them  according 
Id  the  Tenor  of  the  Law,  I  should  a  had  by  this  time  a  very  consid- 
erable quantity  on  band — I  should  be  exceeding  glad*  you  would 
write  me  in  answer  hereof }  and  likewise  if  I  am  to  make  Seizures, 

{lease  be  so  kind  as  give  me  some  explanation  of  such  oases  wherein 
am  not  to  make  Seizures,  as  I  am  in  some  doubts. 
I  would  also  represent  to  you  that  unless  there  be  some  further 
allowance  made  me  than  what  I  iqppreheud  the  Law  allows :  (paying 
Clerk,  my  own  exponees  &o.  comes  high)  I  conceive  I  shm  serve 
the  public  much  at  my  own  expenoe. 

I  am  honoured  in  beingYour  Exoelleneys 

Most  Obedient  Humble  Serrant, 

NICHOLAS  LUTZ, 

C*  of  P»  B.  C*'. 
Directed^ 

Public  Service, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq.,  President  of  die  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  Philadelphia. 


John  Hublbt  to  Fkes.  Rsbd,  1780. 

Gamp  at  Priq;niea,  July  10th,  1780. 
Dir, 

I  wrote  to  your  Rxoellency  a  few  day's  sinoe  Arom  Morristown,  ft 
expected  to  haye  marebed  to  camp  the  next  day,  but  for  want  of  one 
days  provisstons  which  the  Commissary  could  not  then  supply  «• 
witb,I  was  uuder  the  neoessity  of  remaining  a  day  longer  at  Morris 
town.  Festerday  morning  we  set  off  but  was  obliged  to  send  two  of 
our  Vohinteefs  lo  the  Hospital,  they  both  got  ywj  siek,  and  one  of 
Ikea  if  a  soppea'd  k  getluig  t^  saall^fK^    I  aRftved  beie  iaat 
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eTesiDg,  and  this  morning  they  were  mnster'd  (not  one  at  them 
being  ^nieeted,)  they  were  dmnghted  into  difiierent  Beginenti.    It 

gftve  general  Satisfaction  to  the  Offieers  here  on  the  airiTal  of  m 
earty  &  ff»od  lodcing  jl  set  of  Men. 

I  was  not  a  little  supriz^d  when  I  met  6  or  8  y<danteeffB  letweoi 
M orristowD  &  Gamp  on  their  return  home,  who  did  not  pass  muster 
that  the  Officers  of  the  Militia  who  inlisted  them  could  not  procure 
better  men. 

I  am  your  Excellencies 

most  Obedient  Humble  serv* 

J«  HUBLEY. 
P.  S.    I  shall  only  obtain  a  rec^  for  the  102  Yolunteers  I  brought 
to  camp. 

Dtrectedy 
To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Bsqr. 


JouBNAL  07  John  Hublbt,  1780. 

July  2d  1780.    Then  set  off  from  Philadelphia  with  one  Hun- 
dred k  six  Pensylvania  Volunteers,  yiz. 


From  Lancaster  County, 
From  Bucks  County,  .  . 
From  Ghesler  Oounty,  . 
From  City  Philad%  .  .  . 
From  Gonnty  of  PkUad% 


.72 
16 
14 
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July  10th,  1780. 


July  10th,  80,  ArriTcdat  Camp 
with  102  Volunteers^  tis. 

Lano' County, 69 

Bucks  County, 14 

Chester  County, 14 

City  of  Philad-, 8 

County  of  Philad*, 2 

102 

Stephen  Davis  (Lane  Co.,) 
discover'd  to  be  a  De- 
serter from  the  Connecti- 
cut Line  was  confin'd  in 
Trenton  Goal 1 

Henry  Bedding  was  left  at 
Becky  Hill  has  not  over- 
taken us  (of  Lan(f  Co.)       1 

Joseph  Oeddis  of  Lane 
County  sick  at  Morris- 
town .      1 

Samuel  Worral,  Bucks  Co., 
do 1 
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J.  HUBLEr. 
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M.  HlLLBOAS,  TitBAB.,  TO  Pl^.   BbED,  1780. 

Philad-,  July  lOth,  1T80. 

Q6BU6ni6D| 

Congress  having  been  pleased  to  send  me  two  Warrants  of  theirs, 
on  yon,  both  dated  the  29th  ultimo,  one  of  them  for  oae  million 
seven  hundred  and  ninety  six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  Th&  other  for  Four  million  five  hundred  and  sixty  nine 
Thomiand  and  forty  five  dollars  and  one  third  of  a  dollar;  Am 
therefore  to  request  the  favor  of  you,  That  you  would  please  to 
acquaint  me  how  soon  I  may  expeot  the  whole  or  of  part  thereof. 
I  am  Oentlemen 

with  much  regard 

your  most  Obed*  Serv* 

M.  HILLEGAS,  Tre»  U.  8  * 
Directedf 

To  His  Ezoellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire^  President  and  the 
fiupream  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


MoNS.  HoLEBB  TO  Pbes.  Bkbd,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  ye  July  1(^,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  received  your  Excellency's  favor  of  ye  8th,  current  inclosing  a 
permit  for  the  Exportation  of  two  hundred  barrels  of  Flour  for  Cape 
FrauQais  for  which  I  return  my  grateful!  thanks,  I  should  have 
made  application  in  person  if  I  had  been  in  Town. 

I  now  inclose  a  bill  on  France  drawn  to  your  order  as  President 
of  the  state  of  Pensilvania  for  value  of  £500st*  at  the  par  of  Ex* 
ehange  between  Parb  &  London,  making  the  sum  of  Eleven 
thousand  four  hundred  &  twenty  Eight  livres  Eleven  sols  tonrnois, 
for  which  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  your  Excellency's 
receipt  on  account  of  money  borrowed  from  the  state  for  Monsieur 
De  Corny  one  of  his  Majesty's  Provincial  Commissary's.  I  Shall 
understand  with  you  on  this  subject,  when  this  matter  will  be  finally 
Settled. 

I  Bemain  Your  Excellency's 
.  most  obedient,  &  very  humble  servant, 

HOLKER.t 
His  Exy.  Jh.  Reed  Esqr. 

*  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  Xn.,  p.  423. 

t  Seepage  897,  also  CoL  Rec,  VoL  XII.,  p.  419. 
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C.  J.  MoEban  to  Prbs.  &bb]>9  1780. 

luclosed  your  Ezeellen^  will  reoeive  the  q)iiti<m  of  tbe  jndM 
on  the  qoestioBS  proposed  to  Coaneil  by  the  judge  of  the  Admirahy 
respectiDg  a  General  Warrant  to  search  fo^  Deserters  from  Prenoli 
ships. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  humble  servani, 

THO.  MoKBAN.* 

Philadelphia  July  10th  1780. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Esquire  President  &c.,  of  Pennsyl- 
T^Dia. 


Opinion  op  Judges  of  Supreme  Court,  1780. 

Gentlemen, 

W^  have  reeeited  the  memorial  of  the  Judge  of  the  admiralty 
referred  to  us  by  Council  for  our  consideration  and  opinion. 
The  case  as  stated. 

The  Vice  Consul  of  France  applies  to  the  Judge  of  the  admiraity 
of  Pennsylvania  for  a  General  Warrant  to  search  vessels  in  the  har- 
bour of  Philadelphia  for  seamen  deserted  from  certain  French  Ships 
now  in  port.  Upon  which  the  Judge  desires  the  advice  of  Council, 
particularly  on  two  Points,  viz.  Imo.  Whether  the  sheriiF  of  the 
County  is  not  competent  to  this  business  ? 

2do.  Whether  the  Judge  can  or  ought  to  grant  the  General 
Warrant  required.? 

Answer. 

By  the  tenth  section  of  the  ^^  Declaration  of  the  rights  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,''  it  is  declared, ''  that  the 
**  people  have  a  right  to  hold  thevMdvei^  their  houses,  papers  and 
^'jMMMwtcmx,  free  from  search  or  seizure;  and  therefore  Warrantj^ 
'^  without  oaths  or  affirmations  first  made,  affording  a  sufficient  foun- 
''  dation  for  them,  and  whereby  any  officer  or  messenger  may  be 
^'  commanded  or  reauired  to  search  suspected  places^  or  to  seize  any 
*^ person  or  penons,  his  or  their  property,  not  particularly  describedi 
''  are  contrary  to  that  right  and  ought  not  to  be  granted.'' 

The  above  section  is  conformable  to  the  Common  Law ;  and  this 
case  would  have  been  pretty  clear,  independent  of  the  Declaration ; 
but  that  puts  it  beyond  all  doubt. 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  VoL  XII.,  p.  428. 
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Wbat  seems  to  be  required  of  tbe  Judge  exceeds  anj  thing  4i  the 
sort  attempted  iii  Eiigkii4,  efen  {n  the  viost  arhitrsty  tiiBes;  for  it 
is  desired;  that  he  should  issue  a  warrant  to  an  officer,  who  la  not 
only  to  have  the  power  of  searching  any  ve$sel  in  which  he  nu^ 
sn^^ett  anj  Freneh  Deserters  to  be  ooaoealedi  but  also  to  aeiie  any 
permn^  whom  he  may  suspect  to  be  a  seamen  deserted  from  a  French 
▼esie!|  and  thus  all  the  Tessels  in  the  harbour  may  be  suspected  and 
searched;  &  all  the  persons  found  on  board  suspected  and  seiied  a^i  "^ 
Deserters. 

Upon  the  whole  therefore,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  Judge 
neither  can  or  ought  to  grant  such  a  general  warrant;  and  that  the 
sheriff  of  the  Oounty  is  not  competent  to  this  business,  the'  possessed 
of  such  a  warrant;  much  less  so  without  it ;  and  indeed  the  Jurit- 
diction  of  the  admiralty  in  this  Gaee  m^t  be  joatly  caUed  in 
Question,  CTcn  were  the  thing  lawful. 

THO  McKEAN. 
GEO  BRYAN. 
JONA  D.  SERGEANT. 

Philadelphia  July  10th,  17S0. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esquire,  and  the  Honorable  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 


OOMMITTBB  OF  OoNGHtBSS  TO  VrWB.    RbID,   1780. 

In  Committee  of  Congress, 

Preakness;  State  of  New  Jersey,  July  10, 1780. 
Sir, 

The  Commander  in  Chief  having  laid  before  this  Committee, 
letters  from  the  Quarter  Master  General,  and  Commissary  General 
of  forage,  statins  tbe  necessity  of  immediately  forming  a  magasioe 
of  Short  forage  in  the  vicinitv  of  Hndsons  River.  It  will  readily 
occur  to  your  Excellency,  that  without  this  article  the  necessary 
transportation,  to  convey  the  variety  of  Stores,  incident  on  a  large 
operating  army  cannot  be  maintained.  They  have  to  entreat  your 
earliest  attention,  to  expedite  tbe  orders  for  forwarding  the  quantity 
required  of  your  state,  by  the  Committee.  This  state,  by  supplying 
the  Army  during  the  Winter,  and  to  the  present  hour,  is  intirelv 
exhausted.  The  fitilure  of  crops  last  year,  in  the  state  of  New  Yore 
and  the  draft  made  from  it,  for  the  support  of  the  Castle  at  West 
Point,  have  rendered  that  state  incapable  of  fnmishiDg  any  for  the 
present,  so  that  our  main  reliance,  at  least  until  some  time  after  the 
present  crop  is  gathered,  must  be  on  the  States  south  of  Delawsze. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  Respect 

Tour  Excellency's 

most  Ob*  Hble  serv* 
PH.  SCHUYLER 
NATH>  PEABODY 
DireeieJ,—Eia  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq'. 


PBNNSYLYAKIA  ABOHIVBS  1780;  405 

Pftxs.  RsBD  TO  Col.  Lochrt  1780. 

S', 

Tour  Favour  of  tbe  9  Jan.*  bas  been  duly  received  ft  laid  huhr^ 
tbe  CouDoil.  We  very  maeh  lament  ike  MiemidenUiid^  whieh  baa 
arisen  between  tbe  Command'  at  Fort  Pitt  ft  tbe  principal  Inhab- 
itante  of  Westmoreland.  We  consider  tbe  Appointment  of  a  Pennsyl. 
Officer  to  tbat  Command  as  a  very  bappy  Circnmstanoe  Uf  the  State 
conaidennff  tbe  State  of  our  Affairs  witb  Yirginiai  and  as  it  k 
highly  probable  tbat  in  Case  of  a  Change  some  Person  from  that 
State  would  be  appointed  to  that  Command  Policy  as  well  as 
Prudence  make  it  necessary  to  pass  over  Transaotions  which  al 
another  Time  ought  to  be  more  fully  disonssed. 

Tbe  ranging  Companies  being  now  dismissed  onlese  the  Assembly 
should  think  proper  to  raise  them  i^ain  tbe  Difficulties  of  subsisting 
them  must  have  ceased,  at  the  same  Time  we  wish  these  Difficulties 
had  never  been  made  as  tbe  public  Service  allways  suffers  by  such 
Opposition  ft  clashing  of  Orders.  From  the  State  you  ba^e  laid 
before  us  we  aee  nothing  to  disapprove  in  your  Conduct,  on  the 
other  HaQd  your  Attention  to  the  publick  Service  baa  added  to  the 
Esteem  we  before  had  of  your  Services  ft  Merit. 

Tbe  Assembly  has  been  in  Conference  this  Day  with  tbe  Council 
on  the  Affairs  oi  tbe  Frontiers,  but  nothing  being  yet  determined 
must  refer  any  Intelligence  on  thie  Subject  to  a  future  Day.  In  the 
mcAn  Time  you  ft  tbe  Gentlemen  of  tbe  County  may  rely  upon  a 
strict  Attention  to  your  Affairs  ft  Safety  as  we  are  vbry  sensible  of 
tbe  Necessity  of  supporting  the  good  People  on  tbe  Frontiers  & 
making  them  as  secure  as  Circumstances  will  admit. 

We  have  every  Reason  to  believe  the  Rigour  of  the  Winter 
wlriefa  has  almost  annihilated  the  Support  derived  by  the  Savages 
from  Oame  must  oblige  them  to  seek  Subsistence  at  a  greater 
Pbtanee  from  y&a  than  formerly,  if  so  it  will  be  a  very  happy  ft 
pfovidential  Event. 

'  Tou  will  see  the  Propriety  of  keeping  secret  our  Sentiments  with 
respect  to  the  Command*  at  Fort  Pitt  ft  doubt  not  on  Consideration 
you  will  see  very  powerful  Reasons  for  avoiding  any  disgusting 
Measures  ft  that  you  will  also  on  such  an  Obcasion  make  some 
Saoriice  <tf  private  Feelings  to  publick  Necessities.  I  send  you 
the  late  News  Papers  ft  am  with  much  Esteem 

Tour  Obed.  Hbble  Ser. 
J.  R. 

P.  8.  M'  Scott's  Pzeflttnce  in  Council  would  in  the  present 
Situatiop  of  Thinga  be  greatly  advantagous  to  the  State  in  general 
ft  your  County  in  particular.  We  trufll  neither  1m  or  ^tber  Qentle- 
in  publick  Character  will  give  any  Sanction  to  the  Proceedings  of 

*  See  page  77. 
Vol.  VIII.— 18 
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the  Yimnia  Gommiasionera  bj  acknowledging  their  Jurisdiotioo  as 
it  may  be  confarted  Iq  the  Paejudiee  of  the  public  lateieata. 
Indonedj 

Jnlj  10, 1780, 
JMrmiedf 

To  OoL  Aich.  Loehffj  Lient.  of  WestmorelaDd. 


HoKS.  De  Coent  to  Pbbs.  Reed,  1780. 

Providence,  July  lUb,  1780. 
one  o'clock  in  the  Morning. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  the  French 
Fleet  was  off  Newport  at  six  o'Clock  last  night.    I  presume  it  14  aft 
this  Time  in  the  Harbor.     I  am  with  great  Respect 
Year  Excelleocy'a 

Moat  obedient  and 

most  humble  Servant, 

BSTRIS  r  DB  CORNY  * 
Directedj 
H18  Bxe^eney  Joseph  Reed  Esq'. 


Col.  John  Cox  to  OflARLKa  Pbttit,  1780. 

Bloomabnry,  July  11th,  1780.    . 
DearSk-i 

Oenoral  Knox,  when  here  some  Daya  ago,  by  order  of  the  Com* 
mander  in  Cbtef,  impressed  a  number  of  Teams  in  the  County  of 
Bucks,  for  which)  by  advice  of  the  Magistrates^  ia  ^r^er  to  indnoa 
the  Inhabitants  £he  more  chearfulty  to  turn  out,  he  agreed  to  pay  the 
piioes  charged,  ia  the  inclosed  pay  RoU  in  hard  Money  or  an  Equiva- 
lent in  Conti.  of  which  He  advised  hia  Excellency,  the  PreBideDi- 
of  the  State,  at  same  time  Informing  him  that  he  had  oamod  John 
Oliver,  of  Bristol,  t(^,be  applyod  to  by  the  ownera  of  the  Teama  for 
p^ment,  in  consequence  of  which  they  are  Baily  teasing  him  for. 
the  Money.  As  it  is  probable  the  State  may  think  proper  to  eatir 
mate  those  Teams  .as  part  of  their  Quota,  called  for  by  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief|  it  may  not  be  amias  to  lay  the  inclosed  pay  RoU 
before  the  Council  &  if  agreeable  to  them  to  discharge  i(^  they 
wItt,  of  ^Me,  Aimish  you  with  the  amount,  either  in  hard  Cash  or 
State  money;  which  I  imagine  will  answer  equally  well,  ft  you  will 
pleaoe  forward  it  thro'  Col.  MiteheU  to  Mr.  Oliver,  that  the  owners 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  424.    See  answer,  page  416.    . 
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of  the  Teams  maj  be  satisfied.  Col.  Mitchell  infoinw  «ie  tin*  in 
conseqncDce  of  a  Letter,  ffom  Mr.  Oiif«r  on  the  sobject.  He  had  a 
few  Days  since  given  in  an  Estimate  for  Mone^^  In  which  he  bad 
included  a  tnnch  laigar  sum  for  that  service  than  appear&from  the 
ineloeed  paj  Roll  to  be  dne,  not  kaowlag  the  exact  nnmber  of 
WaggonS;  or  that  the  State  had  any  thing  to  do  in  the  matter.  It 
is  very  possible  there  may  have  been  more  Teams  impressed,  bat 
the  inclo(Bed  contains  an  aooonnt  of  all  who  have  applyed  for  payment. 
Geaeral  Knox  informed  Governor  Reed  that  so  soon  as  the  service 
was  rendered  an  account  woukl.be  forwarded  by  me  Sor  payment. 
You  will  therefore  be  plea^  to  lay  the  matter  before  Council  & 
proceed  therein  as  they  &  you  may  think  most  proper,  &  you  will 
oblige 

D'  Sir.  Yowr  OM.  S^rvt., 

JOHN  COX.* 
Directedf 

Publiok  Service. 

Colonel  Charles  PetUti  Ass*  Quarter  Master  Qenl  y  Philadelphia. 

United  States 

To  Edward  Welsted  Dr. 

1780.  Dols.  pto. 

June  23d.     To  Sundry  Expeqces  Impressing  Waggoas, 

by  order  of  Gen.  Knox,  pr  Robert  Adair,      196  ** 
To  Cash  paid  J.  Staokhouae,  for  ooe  Bushel 

Oats, 25  " 

To  Cash  paid  Jno.  Brown,  for  i  Bushel  Do.,        12  i 
To  Cash  paid  L.  Giiham,  for  >  Bushel  Com,        16  << 
**    SO.     To  Impressing  A  Conducting  the  Tea»a  9 

Days,  a  120  DoUara  pr  Day,      .  •    1080  '< 

1329  " 


Supra.  Cr. 

By  Cash  received  of  CoL  Cox,    .  .  .  .100" 


United  States  To  James  Seddon,  ^  Dr. 

.  1780. 
June  23  &  24.    To  2  Days  Impressing  Teams  a  120 

Dollars  pr  Day,      .  .  .       240  ** 

To  Sundry  Expeaees^  .  »  .      £00    ' 


li 


440  « 


Supra.  Cr. 

By  Cash  received  of  Col.  Runyan,        .  .  .      100  « 


*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  428. 
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UsUed  States 

To  Henry  Sbtttenberg,  I>r. 

1780. 
June  24  ft  25.    To*  2  Days  ImpieniDg  Tmms,  a  120 

DolbTfl  pr  Day,      .  .  «      240  << 

To  Sundry  Ezpences,  .  .  .        45  '^ 
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Briflioli  Jdy  8th;  1780.    A  Trae  Oo|^. 

JNO.  OLIVER,  A.  D.  Q.  M.  Oen. 


PbES.  RbEB  to  OOIh  YfXLLUM  BCOTT,  1780. 

Sir, 

Yonr  Favour  of  the  4th  Inst,  has  heen  duly  received,  &  am  glad  to 
find  the  VolonteerB  have  been  made  up  agreeable  to  the  Law.  The 
Inhabitants  of  the  Frontiers  are  yery  much  alarmed  with  Appre- 
hensions of  the  Indians  during  the  Harvest.  Ton  will,  therefore, 
immediately  direct  them  to  march  one  half  to  Bedford  County  &  the 
other  to  Westmoreland,  when  they  are  to  be  directed  by  the  several 
Lieutenants  of  the  Counties  as  to  Station.  Col.  Piper  is  Lieutenant* 
of  Bedford,  ft  Col.  Lochry  of  Westmoreland. 

We  are  sorry  yrou  sent  down  a  Waggon  for  Arms  as  we  have  them 
not  in  the  Store;  nor  are  they  to  be  procured  in  this  City.  Our 
Direction  therefore,  is  that  yon  procure  as  many  publick  Arms  as 
possible,  &  of  which  there  must  be  a  consideraole  Number  in  the 
County,  &  if  any  Deficiency,  that  the  Captain  be  authorised  to  call 
on  the  Gapt«ins  of  the  Ranging  Companies  last  Year  for  the  Arms 
furnished  them,  &  which  were  left  in  the  Counties  when  those  Men 
were  discharged.  The  Lieutenants  of  these  Counties  must,  &  will, 
doubtless,  exert  themselves  to  procure  them,  &  as  they  were  Riffles 
they  will  be  of  more  real  Use  than  any  which  could  be  sent  from 
here  if  to  be  procured.     The  same  of  Ammunition. 

I  must  intreat  you  to  exert  yourself  in  procuring  Flonr  as  the 
French  Fleet  is  hourly  expected  &  we  are  at  present  in  a  very  unfit 
Condition  to  receive  them,  for  Want  of  that  necessary  Article. 

Inclosed  yon  have  a  Resolve  of  the  Council  for  putting  the  Arms 
provided  last  year  for  the  Ranging  Companies  mto  the  Hands  of  the 
Volunteer  Companies. 

I  am;  Sir;  Your  most  obedt, 

&  very  H'bble  Servt 
JMorW;— July  12,  '80. 
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Gbnl.  Wm.  Irvinb  to  Prbs.  Bsjid,  1780. 

Camp,  near  Bttmpioii,  July  12^  L780. 

Mj  olaim  to  rank  of  General  Hand,  has  at  last  been  before  a  Board 
of  Qeueral  Officers — &  the  affair  remains  jast  as  it  was. 

Thev  have  Reported  that  they  did  not  think  they  had  powers  to 
alter  the  rank  of  any  General  Officer  already  'fixed  by  Congress. 

I  presume  there  is  no  mode  left  now,  unless  the  State  will  insist 
that  Congress  take  the  business  up  themselves — which  in  my  opinion 
they  ^Congress)  ought  to  have  done  at  first  had  they  been  actuated 
by  principles  of  justice — General  Hand,  however,  argued  that  the 
State  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  &  that  Congress  had  a  right  to 
promote  whom  they  pleased,  and  added,  that  neitlter  Congress  nor 
the  State  had  a  right  to  place  him  to  any  particular  State.  I  told 
the  Court,  that  as  the  appointment  of  officers  was  left  to  the  States, 
they  had  a  right,  in  the  first  instance,  to  give  the  preference  to  whom 
th^  pleased,  and  that  if  Congress  had  broke  tneir  own  rules  and 
made  an  undue  promotion^  the  State  to  which  the  officer  belonged — 
or  somebody —  bad  a  right  to  bring  them  to  an  account  for  it,  and 
that  I  did  not  know  who  could- do  it  except  the  State.  Congress 
once  proposed,  at  least  individuals  of  tbem,  that  General  Hand 
should  be  cooaidered  aa  belongiog  to  the  States  at  large — ^now  if 
they  will  fix  that,  and  Resolve  that  he  shall  not  be  promoted  as 
^belonging  to  Peansylvania,  ia  <eaae  of  Yaoancy^  rather  than  give  any 
farther  trouble,  I  will  Drop  the  matter; — But  unless  this  is  done,  I 
can  not  think  of  giving  up  a  thing  so  manifestly  derogatory  to  tho 
honor  of  the  State — so  evidently  unjust,  ft  injurious  to  my  own  feel- 
ings. I  am  sorry  to  trouble  your  Excellency  with  this  bvisiness,  nor 
'Should  I  was  I  not  persuaded  yoQ  wish  justice  done  as  well  to  the 
honor  of  the  State  as  to  Individuals  of  it. — As  M'  Searle  liaa  been  so 
good  as  to  interest  himself  in  my  layoor,  I  shall  write  him,  request- 
ing he  will  move  that  a  record  be  entered  that  Gen'  Hand  shall  not 
be  promoted  as  belonging  to  the  State  (except  if  the  State  should 
now  or  hereafter  take  him  in)  untill  the  other  officers  who  have  a  right 
to  rank  of  him  shall  first  be  promoted. 

However  distant  promotion  may^ippear  fromeitbor  of  nsat  present, 
it  is  best  not  to  have  it  to  settle  at  the  time  when  it  may  happen — 
&  promotion  may  take  plaoe  in  the  line  even  this  Campaign — and 
tho'  I  think  I  may  venture  to  assert  that  I  am  not  over  anxious  for 
it,  yet  it  is  the  business  of,  and  very  natural  for,  a  Soldier  to  look 
&  press  forward. 

*  As  my  superiors  are  now  here,  I  shall  not  trouble  you  with  any 
thing  on  publiok  matters  relative  to  the  line — as  I  suppose  they  do. 
I  am.  Dear  Sir,  % 

your  Excellency's 

most  Obedient  Servant, 

WM.  IRVINE. 
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Pres.  Rebb  to  Col.  Frakcib  Johnston,  1780. 

To  Col.  Francis  Johnston : 

•    Sir, 

irs  sereral  of  tbe  Battalions,  both  in  Town  k  Country,  baye 
not  oomplotod  their  Yolanteers,  yon  will  please  to  direct  tbe  Gen- 
tlemen who  have  oome  down  with  yon  for  the  parpoee  of  collecting 
them,  to  repair  to  the  several  Lieutenants  of  the  City  &  County  of 
Philad.,  Bucks,  Chester,  Lancaster  &  Berks,  to  hasten  the  filling 
their  respective  Complements :  And  also  to  inform  themselves  how 
fiir  those  already  sent  have  been  settled  with.  For  this  Purpose  we 
have  added  the  Number  of  Battalions  in  each  County — and  the 
Book  kept  by  Col.  NicoU,  at  the  Barracks,  will  inform  you  what 
Battalions  &  Companies  have  complied  with  the  Laws,  by  sending 
in  their  Recruits.  As  this  Service  is  of  the  most  important  Nature, 
you  will  please  to  urge  the  Necessity  of  proceeding  in  it  so  that  tbe 
Law  may  be  folly  &  properly  executed.  Upon  this,  as  well  as  e^ery 
other  Occasion,  yourself  &  the  Officers  under  your  immediate  Com- 
mand^ will  i^sceive  all  necessary  Aid  &  Asststanoe  from  the  Council. 
I  mn,  Sir, 

Tour  most  Obed.  HbUe.  Servt.  ^ 

Pbilad.  City— 6  BattalioDBi  8  Companies  in  eaoh  BattaUon,  2  H«ii 
from  each  Comp^,  96 

CoL  Henry,  Lieut. 

Philad.  County--^  BattaKona. 
C(4.  Coats,  Lieut. 

Bucks,  )         Battalions  Men 

Col.  Hari,  Lieut. 

Chester,  \         Battalions 

Col.  Small,  ^0«t,  j 

Lancaster,  )  Battalions 

Ool.  Atlee,  / 

Berks,  \ 

Ool.  Morgan,  Lienl.  /        Battalions 

Indortedj 

July  12,  1780- 
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Andbbw  Doz  to  Prbs.  Rbkd,  1780. 

His  Ezoellenoy  the  Piesident  and  the  Hoaonble  CeaDoQ  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Gentlemen, 

Inclosed  is  a  return  of  the  articles  purohaaed  bj  me  darinff 
the  time  my  health  permitted  me  to  act  under  the  appointment  of 
Commissioner  of  purchases  for  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  likewise  a 
return  of  articles  procured  by  me  while  acting  as  Cfommisaioner  of 
Supplies  for  the  army  until  the  Law  under  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  bo  appointed  was  suspended  by  Proclamation 

The  time  amed  onfot  payment  of  Mr«  William  McCuQoh^nd 
Company's  bill  for  forty  eight  barrels  Beef  and  fifteen  of  Pork 
agreeable  to  the  order  of  Council  is  nearly  expired  ;  must  beg  to  be 
informed  whether  it  will  be  most  eligible  to  pay  them  in  the  state 
money  of  the  last  emission  of  which  I  have  sufficient  on  hand  or 
whether  you  would  not  prefer  the  drawing  an  order  on  the-  state 
Treasurer  for  the  amount  in  Continental  currency  agreeable  to  6oii- 
tract. 

Having  oeen  informed  that  the  Honorable  House  of  assembly 
have  it  in  contemplation  to  pass  an  act  for  the  sale  of  the  state 
Island  and  other  Loij  belonging  to  the  Pnblick  at  their  next  sitting, 
I  have  taken  the  Liberty  to  request  (should  such  an  act  be  carried 
into  effect)  your  interest  to  obtain  the  appointment  of  Commiasiooer 
of  sales  as  I  am  entirely  destitute  of  business  and  wish  by  your  con- 
tinued indulgence  and  kindness  to  be  usefully  employed  in  such 
service  for  the  public  as  my  health  will  admijk;  with  sentimentaof 
gratitude  and  respect. 

I  am  Gentlemen, 

your  most  Obdt  Hble.  Sevt. 

ANDBEW  DOZ. 

Philadelphia  July  12th  1780. 
Direciedf 

Qis  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esquire,  President  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania. 


CouHOiL  TO  Frakcis  Hopkikson,  1780. 

In  Council,  Philada.  July  ISth,  1780. 
Sir, 

In  consequence  of  your  late  application  to  this  Board  founded  on 
the  request  of  ye.  Vice  Coneul  af  France  to  issue  a  General  Search 
warrant,  to  inspect  ships  for  deserters  from  the  French  Vessels  in  this 
Port,  I  am  now  to  inform  yo%that  we  have  taken  the  advice  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  Attorney  General  who  are 
nnanimonaly  of  opinion,  such  warrant  cannot  be  granted  consistent 
with  the  Laws  and  Conatitution  of  this  State.    And  that  the  Joris- 


rKKJsmasTAmA  aschitjb  vm.        4tt 

diction  of  the  admiraltj  is  doubtful  iu  such  a  case^  rapporing  the 
.ta^re  in  itself  legal.  It  is  thevefbn  the  adriea  of  tUb  Bqaid 
that  ID  a  ease  of  farther  application  jou  will  act  in  conformity  to 
this  opinion  explaining  the  same  so  as  to  give  all  possible  satisfao- 
tioli  to'theitftori  of  Hie  Moat  Christian  Majesty,  and  giving  all 
legal  and  proper  aid,  in  the  discharge  of  their  several  dutiee. 
I  am  with  due  oonsideration. 

Your  moat  obedient  and, 
very  humble  servant 
JOS.  SJ££D  President. 
HonUe  Erands  fiopkinson;  Esqr* 


Jofis  Thomisok  to  Prjss.  Reju),  1780. 

Carlisle,  July  13th,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  am  Just  arived  from  the  frunteeres  and  have  paid  off  the 
officers  and  solders  of  the  three  Companeys,  and  have  mustered 
several  Companeys  of  vollenteeres  for  two  mouths,  by  grder  of  the 
Lieuts.  of  the  Couutey,  and  I  understand  that  there  Is  a  bodey  of 
YQllenteeres  milittia  Baised  for  the  frunteeres,  J  would  be  fond  to 
Inow  whether  I  am  apoioted  for  them  or  not,  as  I  understood  1  was 
Muster  master  for  the  milittia,  as  I  may  hold  myself  in  Redcness,  If 
knot  It  would  Give  me  pleasur  to  eerve  my  Con  trey  in  any  poste 
Equal  to  my  Rank. 

jByfore  this  time  I  supose  that  you  have  Reed,  a  letter  from  Col. 
Lochry  Concemiug  an  Ezpodition  against  an  Indian  town  that  Lay 
neere  to  them,  that  Col  Broadhead  destroyed  last  year,  and  as  we 
find  we  would  be  Joined  by  a  number  of  people  that  will  not  bee 
able  to  suport  themselves,  this  Ezpodition  is  thought  will  bee  of 
great  service  if  Carried  on  immediately  after  harvist  aud  I  think  we 
will  not  bee  able  to  goe  on  unless  suported  with  provisions  and 
horsies  by  the  state. 

If  your  honnour  and  Council  Ihinck  proper  to  incorrage  this  Ezpo- 
dition the  Quicker  I  receve  an  answer  will  bee  the  better  as  we 
have  kept  it  as  a  seorit  that  we  may  Joine  to  get  things  in  order  as 
we  would  need  to  have  a  number  of  biskits  provided  as  the  parson 
is  in  heast,  I  am  knot  able  to  give  the  full  acct.  of  what  we  intend 
but  I  supose  by  Col  Loeherey  Lett^  and  this  you  will  be  able  to 
make  out  our  intent 

I  aioi  with  Due  Respect, 

your  obedient  Humble  Servt. 

JOHN  THOMSON. 

To  the  Hon.  Joseph  Reed,  President. 
Indoraedy 

July  18th  1780. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  409,  423,  and  page  403  of  this 
18* 
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Our.  Washitotoit  to  Oomihttbi  ov  Co-OPB&Amv,  1780. 

(Copy.) 
Hemd  Qtftrten,  July  18^  ITOO. 
Gentlenieiii 

We  have  received  tntelliffence  throub  different  ohannels  from 
New  York,  that  the  Chradaloape  had  arrived  there  on  Sunday 
morning  and  brought  an  aooount  that  she  had  fallen  in  with  a  large 
Fieneh  fleet,  oonaating  of  aeyeral  sail  of  the  linei  and  a  number  of 
transports,  between  the  Capes  of  Virginia  and  Delaware.  Thia 
intelligence  has  every  appearance  of  authenticity;  and  if  true,  the 
arrival  of  the  Fleet  on  the  coast  may  instantly  be  looked  for.  This 
indeed  must  be  the  case  «t  any  rate,  from  the  time  they  aie  said  to 
have  sailed. 

It  cannot  be  too  much  lamented  that  our  preparations  are  still  so 
ffreatly  behind  hand.  Not  a  thousand  men  that  I  have  heard  of 
nave  yet  joined  the  Army  and  in  all  probability  the  period  for  com- 
mencing our  operations  is  at  hand.  I  am  happy  to  learn  that  a 
spirit  of  animation  has  diffused  itself  throughout  the  States,  from 
which  we  may  expect  the  happiest  conseauences :  But  the  exigemyr 
is  so  pressing  that  we  ought  to  multiply  our  efforts  to  give  new 
activity  and  dispatch  to  our  measures — levying  and  forwarding  the 
men,  providing  the  supplies  of  every  sort  reouired ;  forage  and 
transportation  demand  particular  attention.  After  what  has  been 
preconcerted  with  the  Hon^'*  The  Congress,  afler  two  months 
previous  notice  of  the  intended  succour,  if  our  allies  find  us  unpre- 
pared, and  are  obliged  to  wait  several  weeks  in  a  state  of  inactioUi 
it  is  easy  to  conceive  how  unfavourable  the  impressions  it  will  make 
of  our  conduct.  Besides  this  the  season  is  exceedingly  advanced— 
a  decisive  enterprize,  if  our  means  are  equal  to  it,  will  not  permit  us 
to  lose  a  moment  of  the  time  left  for  military  operations,  which  ft 
improved  with  all  the  vigor  in  our  power  is  less  than  were  to  be 
wished,  for  an  undertaking  of  so  arduous  and  important  a  nature — 
So  much  is  at  stake— -so  much  to  be  hoped — so  much  to  be' lost— 
that  we  shall  be  inexcusable  if  we  do  not  employ  all  our  seal  and  all 
our  exertion. 

With  the  highest  respect  &  esteem 

I  ]iav€  the  honor  to  be 

your  most  Obed* 
ft  Hble  Servant, 

O-  WASHINGTON. 
Directed^ 

The  Committee  for  Co-operation.     (Cop.) 


mrMBrLTAXiA  AMmvBB  rm.        ais 

Wm.  Smith  to  Ro&brt  Morris  Bsq.,  1780. 

Baltimote,  July  14,  1780. 
JBobeil  tfonis.  Esq'., 

Sir, 
In^loMd  jou  hftTe  veoeipt  lor  7  Cases  of  maskele  for  the  Stets 
ctf  PenselvfLwa  addressed  to  you,  a  part  of  those  have  beea  ^^penei 
A  Gleaaed,  &  «  part  has  not.  I  oould  sot  get  them  done  wirh  thai 
di^ateh  that  I  thought  the  times  required,  they  h*ye  been  Vaktad 
at  300  Dolars,  a  certificate  of  which  with  the  char^,  sh»U  J>e  kth 
warded  you  next  opportunity. 

I  am  ]>  Sir;  yoor 

most  hble  Ser* 

W.SMITH. 
Directed^ 
Robert  Morris  Esq"^,  Merchsnty  Philad*. 

^  Stage  with  ) 

7  Cases  of  Musqaets.   ) 


Lewis  Nicola  to  Prjbs.  Rbbd,  1780* 

Philadelphia,  JuTy  14, 1780. 
Sir, 

Two  deserters  from  the  Anspacbers  are  just  come  to  me  and  say, 
they  left  the  English  Army  nine  days  since  at  Philips  manor,  where 
they  were  Employed  collecting  fuel  &  forage  and  making  a  new  and 
shorter  road  tQ  Kiogsbridge.  Say  the  Army  was  call'd  Eight 
thousand,  but  they  do  not  think  they  are  so  Strong.  Desertion  is 
very  considerable  among  the  foreigners.  They  do  not  know  of  any 
Excursions  of  consequence  made  hy  the  Enemy  since  they  occupied 
their  present  Ground,  neither  have  they  done  any  damage  of  conse- 
quence in  the  Neighbourhood.  They  heard  a  hesrvy  firing  on 
Wednesday  last,  and  were  told  in  the  Jerseys,  that  the  French  fleet 
was  at  the  Hook. 

I  am  with  fiespeet 

your  Excellencies 

most  Obed^  Serrsnt^ 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.M. 


4U  fBVNSTLVANIA  ASOBIVBS  1780. 

HsNRT  HAIJ.ER  TO  Tbm.  Bbbd,  1780»    . 

Beading,  Jdj  15»  1780. 
May  it  please  jonr  Exeellencj, 

As  usual  I  applied  this  Day  to  the  Issuing  Gem^  to  issue  Ratioire 
to  a  Number  of  Carters  engaged  to  drive  the  Teams  drawn  oat  of 
this  Oounty  in  Consequenee  of  your  Order  to  me  of  the  24**  Ult. 
and  ree^  for  Answer  that  the  Provisions  remdining  in  Store  would 
not  be  suiSoient  to  supply  the  li^ost  four  Days  longer.  I  have  no 
Money  to  advanee  to  the  Carters,  what  must  be  donei  how  shaU 
4faey  liver 

I  am  Sir 

Your  Exoellen'  hum^>«  Serv* 

HENRY  HALLER. 
•  Indor$rdi  ^ 

1770,  July  15th.  From  Henry  Haller,  Waggon  Master,  Berks 
Coy. 


Prbs*  Rbbd  to  Mons.  Db  Cobnt,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  am  to  acknowledge  your  several  Favours  of  the  4**  &  11'^  Inst.* 
received  by  the  same  Kxpress  &  thank  you  particularly  for  your 
obliging  Communication  of  the  Arrival  of  the  BVchch  Fleet  — May 
God  grant  Sitooess  to  our  united  Anna  &  cement  the  Connection 
so  happily  formed  between  the  two  Countries. 

Far  from  making  the  least  Difficulty  Sir,  in  settling  the  Money 
borrowed  from  this  State  we  shall  receive  it  whenever  your  Agent 
shall  offer  it  &  can  only  express  our  Concern  that  our  good  intca- 
tions  have  not  produced  more  beneficial  Effects. 

I  also  beg  Leave  to  inclose  you  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  sent  M'  Holker 
on  this  Subject  upon  his  intimatiog  to  us  the  Difficulties  of  passing 
the  State  Money,  we  arc  sioce  fully  confirmed  in  the  Sentiments 
therein  expressed.  In  Answer  he  verbally  expressed  his  Desire  to 
keep  it  longer  &  we  have  since  received  a  £500  Sterl'  Bill  on  this 
Account.  But  it  would  be  much  more  agreeable  to  us  to  receive 
the  Money  ft  close  the  Transaction  than  that  the  Honour  &  Credit 
of  the  State  should  suffer  as  we  fear  it  has  done  from  the  manner  6f 
drculating  it  in  Lancaster  County,  or  that  your'  Affiiin  should  be  in 
the  least  embarrassed. 

The  Confidence  in  every  Species  of  Paper  has  been  so  considerably 
shaken  that  it  will  probably  be  some  Time  before  it  will  regain  its 
former  Credit,  but  we  have  great  Reason  to  believe  that  in  a  little 
Time  this  Money  will  have  a  universal,  as  at  present  it  has  a  very 
fleneral  Circulation — notwithstanding  the  Discouragements  which  it 
has  met  with  in  some  particular  Instances. 

*  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XII,  pp.  424,  425.  And  pages  883,  406,  of  this. 
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'    Iriiflll  teke aa  etaeijOp^  to  wut  ott  the  Cb«T.  Luwnte  & jmahv 
"may  eommwaaMdon  he  may  raalro  on  this  Subjeel  k  am 
with  maoh  Respect  &  ConndAration 

Tour  Obed.  &  very 

HbbleServt. 
Ltdonedf 
July  17.    To  Mobs.  De  Corny,  OomBuanry  of  Franoe. 


,  NioHauLS  Luzz  to  Prss.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Eeadbg,  li**  July,  1780. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  yoor  Firoelaination  of  the  5  th  Ins',  t  ba?e  sent  you 
onolosed  Jberewith,  lUl  the  ungmnted  Certifioatee,  shall  traiwmit  my 
Aeo*  to  yoa  for  settlement,  as  soon  as  I  receive  a  receipt  from  the 
OommuMary  Genl.  of  Purchases  for  1^  last  parcel  of  Sheep  1  seqt 
him  by  M'  David  Davis. 

I  am  Your  Esoellency's 

Most  Obtd^  H bl.  Servant, 

NICHOLAS  LUTZ, 

C'ofP.  B.  Co^. 
/Public  Service.) 

His  Bzoellency  Joseph  Reed,  ^^^  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  Philada.     ^ 


Col.  Matthew  Smith  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Paxtang,  July  17th,  1780. 

Sir, 

This  Day  I  Bee'  your  favour  of  the  6'^  Ins^  by  Mr.  Reese  of  No»- 
ftfaftm^  Town,  1  am  Truly  sorry  fof  j*  Situation  of  His  Excels  Genl. 
Washington ;  &  his  fimvo  Little  Army  our  aflPairs  at  present  are 
Bomenhal  Darfe-^But  I  am  Confident  we  shall  have  light  Again  & 
Perhaps  as  in  timea  past  from  a  Quarter  we  Do  not  as  yet  Expect 

h. 

Ton  MenttoB«6ir,  you  omaot  understaiid  the  meaning  of  the  Peo- 
ple Swaaring  ihey  will  not  pay  the  Taxes, — I  Apprehend  my  mean* 
ing,  or  LeHer  was  not  understood,  as  I  Did  not  mean  the  Continental 
or  Publiok  Taxes,  but  only  that  Tax  laid  for  Paying  the  Bounty  of 
ihose  Men  lat^y  Bais^;  oat  of  the  Militia  Companys — My  intention 
io  Mantioliing  the  Matter  lo  Your  Sxo^  was  not  to  Give  offence  But 
kt  Gomplytaea  with  a  former  Beqnc^f,  via.^  to  take  Every  Oppertu^ 
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mitf  to  iiifcrm  Cooneil  the  SknatioB  and  SnitiatDtt,  BoOi  tl  the 
Country  &  the  People-^tbe  Gen'  AsBembly  Sometimee  in  the  Lew 
or  Preamble  of  the  Lawa  are  not  Quite  ao  plain  aa  could  be  Wiahedi 
the  Law  for  Raising  the  two  men  Seems  to  be  Expressly  for  the 
Defence  of  the  Frontiers,  this  Law  Being  Imediately  FHnted  & 
Scattered  through  the  Different  Gountys,  Gave  the  j'eople  an  opper- 
tunity  when  Gofleoted  in  the  Companya  of  Seeing  it  and  CheaniUly 
Adopted  the  Plan,  I  Do  not  know  any  Denomination  that  Did  not 
Chearfnlly  Asree  to  Submit  to  the  Law,  till  the  Men  were  Ordered 
to  Camp,  &  then  as  I  Wrote  in  my  last,  I  Assure  yon  it  Created 
nneasyness  in  the  Breasts  of  a  Number,  not  only  the  People  Hire- 
ing  But  the  People  Hired.  Tour  Acqvaintanoe  with  Mankind  I  am 
Certain  will  Convince  yon,  how  Easy  it  is  for  Numbers  of  people  to 
be  Alarmed  with  Matters  of  Small  Consequence  and  Certainly  much 
more  So,  in  a  Time  &  place  of  such  Dreadful  War,  as  is  Carry'  oil 
by  Indians  on  the  Frontier  Settlements,  When  the  life  of  Almost 
Every  person  is  Every  Moment  in  Danger,  &  ofkentimee  not  knoi^ 
ing  Danger  Near  them,  till  the  Tomahawk  or  Scalping  knife  is  drove 
into  the  Head,  &  Butcher'  inhumanely  often  merely  for  their  Diver- 
sion. D'  Sir,  whilst  I  take  the  Liberty  to  Mention  these  thiaga  to 
you  Rest  Assur'  it  is  no  part  of  my  Sentimenta  Either  here  or  in 
Northum'  County.  I  in  Some  Measure  know  what  your  Scitoation 
is,  aa  well  as  the  Best  of  the  Gentlemen  in  the  Council  have  to  com- 
bat with,  &  often  Silently  but  very  Sensibly  feel  Both  for  Men  ft 
things. 

The  Money  I  Drew  last  year  for  Raising  the  Rangers,  was  Diatri- 
bated  According  to  Direction,  the  Rec**  I  Gave  to  M'  Rittenhouae 
in  April  last^  &  would  have  left  them  with  him  in  the  Winter  But 
in  hopes  to  have  Reo'  the  Cash  from  Capt"  Collier,  to  have  it 
Return'  to  the  Treasury  but  Could  not,  therefore  I  Return'  hb  Rec' 
also. — A  line  from  Council  to  Capt>  Collier  I  Doubt  not  would 
hurry  him  to  Return  the  Cash* 

As  for  the  Amunition  Forwarded  to  Pastang  June  1779  yon  will 
See  by  the  Order  of  Council  it  was  for  the  use  of  Lancaster  &  Cum- 
berland Countys  in  Case  North'  Broke  up  I  my  Self  Obtain'  the 
Order,  A;  if  I  Remmember  it  is  Ezpreasiye ;  if  Council  Judge  it  most 
Necessary  to  Send  it  to  Col*  Hunter,  or  a  part,  I  will  take  Care  lo 
have  your  Order  Immediately  Comply'  with. 

The  Amnnition  Mention^  Sent  in  Aprils  last,  hae  not  Oomo  to  haad 
Neither  to  Cot*'  Cox  nor  Col*  Hunter,  tk  am  Appiobenaive  it  did  not 
Come  from  Philadelphia.  About  the  20*^  of  Aprile  I  was  in  Phil*, 
ft  CaptP  Harobright  Mention'  l»e  had  an  Older  Awm  Ge«oeil  for 
Amunition,  but  at  that  time  Could  net  Get  n  Wagsoii  to  Cany  it  to 
Esthertown,  and  Since  I  Came  from  Snnbnrj  I  Call'  oo  Col*  Cox  a* 
the  Request  of  Col*  Hunter,  who  inimn'  me  no  Amunition  had 
Arrrv'  this  Summer  for  North'  Oovnty  Bnt  a  lew  Boxea  of  Cartnd- 
ges,  ft  they  were  Imediately  forwavded  io  Col*  Weltner  for  the  use 
9f  hie  R^.    I  Expeot  te  Go  for  SubImuj.  ia  tw«  weeks  or  leas  if 
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any  Ofdeiw  in  M17  of  the  Above  HMitiiiied  thiDgs  tkej  Bbill  Be 
teioUj  Cempi  j«  wilh. 
I  am  I>  Bir, 

with  all  Due  Sabmission 

joor  Most  Ob*  A  ? ery  Ham>  Ser?*, 

MATT*  SMITH. 

His  Bzoetteaqr  Joeeph  Beed^  V^^  Pkeaideftt  of  die  State  ef 
Peni^ji* 


Fms.  Rm>  TO.  Pbbs.  ov  GoKaRESS,  1780. 

In  Oonnoily  Pa.,  July  17th,  1760. 
Sir,  ^ 

On  the  1st  Jnne  last  Oongress  were  pleased  to-giTe  ns  a  Terj 
atdmating  A  pleasing  Mark  ef  their  apprebation  of  oar  Oondnet  in 
forwarding  Supplies  to  the  Army,  ft  the  Beneficial  Effeets  of  onr 
Exertions  have  sinoe  been  frequently  ft  particniarly  acknowledged 
tmn  the  Camp.  We  had  Reason  to  expeot  that  it  might  have  been 
an  Bamest  of  fatnre  Oonfidenee,  ft  that  no  one  possessed  of  tolerable 
Information  ft  Candonr  would  have  suspected;  much  less  hate 
efaarged  ns  with  a  Negleet  of  the  general  loterestSy  aooompanied 
with  an  Insinuation  that  any  publiek  Misfortunes  or  Diserace  would 
be  justly  ascribed  to  us.  But,  Sir,  the  inclosed  Letter  mm  your 
Gomittee  at  Camp  shows  that  no  Services,  no  Exertions,  no  Saeri- 
&MS  of  private  Ease,  Interest,  or  even  Health  itself,  can  exempt  tit 
froa  unmerited  Reproach. 

We  beg  Leave  to  say  that  nothing  is  more  painful  to  us  than  to 
enter  into  these  Diseussions,  ft  form  invidious  Comparisons  between 
this  State  ft  others.  But  we  can  appeal  to  the  Knowledge  of  every 
one  whose  Opp^*  give  him  a  Right  to  judge  that  in  Troops,  Cloathing, 
Rsfreahments,  Supplies  to  the  Qr.  Masters  ft  Commissaries  Depart- 
ments ft  Advances  to  the  United  States  of  various  kinds  we  can  bear 
a  Comparison  with  any  State  in  the  Union.  Are  we  not  called  upon 
in  every  Bxigency,  ft  m  what  Instance  have  we  declined  our  Exer- 
tions ?  After  Government  has  stretched  its  Infkience  ft  power  to  the 
ntasost,  havanetpHvate  Citiiens,  ft  even  our  Women  borne  a  Part  of 
the  Publiek  Burthen  ?  Have  not  Persuasion,  legal  ft  arbitrary  Force 
been  soaeessively  need  in  this  State,  within  the  knowledge  of  Con- 
gress, to  eileet  the  pnhKek  Purposes,  ft  are  we  now  to  be  treated  as 
regardless  of  the  publiek  Welfare,  ft  threatened  to  be  hung  up  to  the 
Workl  as  Speotaeles  of  political  Inltmy  ?  Sir,  our  Feelings  are 
exceedingly  hart  by  such  Treatment,  which  in  every  point  of  View 
is  nmnst  ft  unneoessary,  and  as  we  are  extremely  anxious  to  remove 
ihe  unpntntion,  we  hope  Oongreas  will  pardon  our  entering  into  a 
aheit  Detail  OB  this  OocMuon. 
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On  At  8th  June  we  reooiTed  a  Letter  from  tbe  Comiiiittee  at 

Gamp,  requiring  Supplies  of  Men  &  ProvisioDS,  Hcnreet  &  Waggoaii 
in  Addition  to  those  required  by  Congress  the  25tk  Feb^  &  we  were 
desired  toascertain  the  Number  of  Men  &  Quantity  of  Supplies  to  be 
furnished  in  a  given  Time  &  to  give  assurances  founded  an  Experience 
that  such  Supplies  should  b^  continued.  The  Committee  then  pro- 
*oeed  to  a  Requisition  on  this  State,  amounting  in  current  Prices  to 
£665,142  7  6,  or  106,422,780  dollars  Continental  Money  (exoI«i. 
'.sive  of  Transportation  &  Sxpence  of  CoUeetion)  which  is  faR  19 
Years  from  Taxes  of  the  S^ate  in  Time  of  profound  Peace  &.  with  •a 
flourishing  Trade.  To  which,  if  we  add  the  Ezpences  of  civil 
Government,  Cloathing,  Refreshments  of  the  Army  &  Support  of 
the  Frontimv,  will  be  little  abort  of  one  half  of!  the  whole  Money 
emitted  by  Congress,  &  we  believe  more  than  all  the  circulating 
Cash  of  the  whole  State.  Whatever  Opinions  we  formed  of  tho 
Magnitude  of  those  Requisitions,  &  however  sensible  of  the  Physidal 
as  well  as  moral  Improbability  of  exaot  Oomplianoe  wexletertnined  to 
do>«^very  thing  in  our  power  to  4raw  forth  the  Supplies  of  the  State, 
&  accordingly  took  every  Measure  for  that  Purpose,  requiring  the 
Commissioners  of  Purohaae  to  make  monthly  Returns  to  ue  of  their 
.Progress.  Soon  after  we  were  favoured  with  a  Lettec  from  your 
£xoeiry  requesting  Information  on  sundry  Points  enumerated,  &  that 
.the  Prosid.  would  correspond  weekly  with  the  Committee  at 0am p. 
In  a  few  Days  after  this  one  of  the  Committee  from  Camp  had  a  Con- 
versation with  the  President  of  the  State  on  the  Affairs  of  the  Army, 
&  received  every  Information  which  he  thought  proper  to  ask,  &  at 
parting  a  solemn  assurance  that  nothing  would  be  omitted  to  forward 
the  supplies.  One  of  the  Deleffatea  of  the  State  in  Congress,  now 
absent,  also  took  down  a  Number  of  particulars  from  the  Oonaeii, 
which  we  understood  were  communicated  in  Congress  on  the  Hearing 
of  that  member  of  the  Committee  who  remained  in  Town  till  the 
Beginning  of  this  Month,  &  yet  on  the  18th,  withoat  seeking  further 
Satisfaction,  signed  the  Letter  inclofted.  Another  Member  haasioee 
come  to  Town,  to  whom  this  Intelligence  eould  not  have  appeared  so 
important,  as  no  such  Inquiry  has  been  made  or  Information  sought 
for  several  Days  since  his  Arrival.  We  cannot  help,  tfaerefon,  fearing 
the  Committee  have  indulged  some  personal  on  publiek  Resentment  to 
which  we  are  not  conscious  of  affording  any  Cause,  and  have  soaght 
occaaion  to  discredit  the  Council  &  Administraticm  of  thia  Stete 
without  duly  adverting  to  Facts  or  Consequences. 

We  acknowledge  that  we  have  been  requested  by  Gongresit  by  the 
Commander  in  Chief  &  by  the  Committee  to  inform  them  what  Pro- 
gress we  made  ia  the  speeifio  Supplies  demanded,  &  it  was  Intended 
to  afford  it  as  soon  as  we  were  poesessed  of  Materials  for  thfs 
Purpose.  We  can-  easily  form  a  Splendid  List  of  Ezpeetalioiis  & 
.Promises  founded  on  our  own  Wishes  &  Conjectures,  bnt  is  this  the 
information  desired,  so  far  from  it  this  very  Committee  leqneet  they 
may  be  ascertained,  &  assurance  ffiv^n^  founded  cm  Ea^ienceJ' 
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la  order  io  make  it  oertaia  &  give  theee  assaranoee  we  maat  wail  for 
lotellijB^nce  &  Returoa  from  oar  CommiafiioQerBy  who  reside  ia  diatoatr 
CouatieSy  where  there  are  ao  regular  Poata^  &  other  Goayejaacea  are 
aaoertaio.  Jt  alao  freqoeatlj  happeaa  that  these  Gommiatioaen  are 
absent  from  their  owa  Homes  a  Week  at  a  Time  on  thia  Bnainesai 
Sl  caaaot  be  expected  to  correspoad  with  mercantile  Punctuality. 
We  refer  it  to  the  candid  Judgment  of  any  unprejudiced  Person 
whether  it  has  been  possible,  ia  so  extensive  a  State,  many  of  oar 
CommissioBers  residing  above  100  Miles,  &  the  most  considerable 
above  60  from  this  Place,  in  the  space  of  about  3  Weeks,  to  obtain 
that  accurate  laformatioa  which  tbe  Gommittee  requested.  But  we 
have  act  ackaowlged  the  Receipt  of  their  Letters,  aeither  have  wo 
those  from  Gongress,  or  the  Oeaeral,  on  this  subject,  because  how- 
ever it  may  be  a  Duty  of  private  Givility,  we  have  never  understood, 
nor  has  it  been  before  expected  from  publiek  Bodies  barely  to 
acknowledge  the  delivery  of  Letters.  If  we  are  mistaken  jit  was  an 
Error  in  Judgment,  which  we  should  have  rectified  upon  the  sligbteet 
Intimation.  Before  the  Gommittee,  therefore,  thought  proper  to 
express  their  Besentmeat  in  so  indignant  a  Strain  we  th^ik  they 
should  have  requested  the  Acknowledgment  our  Omission  of  which 
has  hurt  their  feelfngs  so  much.  Struggling,  as  Gongress  must-  be 
sensible  we  are,  with  Numbers  of  disaffected  in  the  very  Bowels  of 
the  State ;  our  Government  weakened  by  an  unwearied  Opposition, 
to  whose  Views  a  Part  of  your  Gommittee  are,  we  believe,  very  favour- 
ably disposed  ;  the  Frontiers  incessantly  &  clamorously  demanding 
farther  Support  of  Men,  Money  &  Provisions  to  defend  them  against 
the  Savages^  k  devoting  ourselves  to  the  publiek  Gause  without  the 
Intermission  of  a  single  Day,  (Sunday  frequently  included)  it  is  very 
hard  &  not  a  little  discouraging  to  be  held  out  to  the  Army  aa  we 
have  Reason  to  think  we  have  been,  &  as  we  hereafter  may  be  to  tbe 
World,  as  the  Author  or  at  least  the  Gaoses  of  Misfortunes  which  it 
is  impossible  for  us  to  prevent.  We  have  experienced  the  Justice 
&  Gandonr  of  Gongress  on  former  Occasions,  we  rely  upon  it  again, 
&  bog  Leave  to  assure  your  Excell'y  that  neither  Laibour,  Property, 
Influence,  or  cvea  the  Begard  of  Life  itself,  shall  be  waating,  if 
required  in  the  common  Gause.  We  know  that  it  would  be  aa 
unfavourable  Intrusion  on  the  publiek  Business  to^read  all  the  in- 
closed Papers  in  Gongress,  but  we  cannot  help  requesting  a  select 
Gommittee  would  peruse  them  j  they  are  a  Part.of  .the  Letters  of  a 
singlet  Month,  only  on  the  Subject  of  Supplies,  &  will  show  that  no 
argument  or  Motive  has  been  left  unessayed  by  Qs  to  answer  the  views 
&  Expectations  of  Gongress  at  this  important  Grisis.  And  had  the 
Gommittee  been  as  dbposed  to  approve  as  to  censure,  they  would, 
while  they  were  doing  the  latter,  have  informed  Gongress  that  on 
the  late  Exigency  for  Teams  to  transport  Flour  from  Trenton,  the 
County  of  Bucks,  in  24  Hours,  furnished  a  very  considerable  Num- 
ber, the  Inhabitonta  cheerfully  leaving  their  Work,  in  a  busy  Seasoa, 
to  assist  ia  the  paUiok  Service ;  aad  that  now  500  fiae,  anezccp- 
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tloiiabld  R«cTiiitfi  (only  a  part  of  cmr  quota,)  haTe'beeti  thrown  !tito 
.the  Pennsjlva.  Lioe  on  tbe  course  of  three  Weeks.  What  we  shall 
do  farther  we  must  beg  Leave  to  defer  till  we  have  some  substantial 
Ground  to  go  upon.  Id  the  mean  Time  we  leave  it  to  (he  Wisdom 
of  Congress  to  express  their  Opinion  to  the  Committee  in  sneh 
Manner  as  they  think  most  eondacive  to  the  publick  Good.  We 
are  unwQling  to  enter  into  any  altercation  with  them,  being  fally 
sensible  that  precious  Time  is  often  wasted  &  true  Harmony  seldom 
effected  by  such  Discussion. 

We  now  beg  Leave  to  conclude  witb  one  short  Observation.  That 
we  find  from  Experience  &  the  Nature  of  our  Governments,  if  we 
would  insure  success  we  must  convey  a  genera!  Knowledge  &  secure 
m  general  Approbation  of  our  Measures  among  tbe  People,  &  that 
such  coercion  &  Imitation,  especially  with  well  disposed  Minds,  fre- 
quently disappoint  &  retard  our  desired  Purposes,  this  ha9  been,  & 
ever  will  be  the  Case  with  all  free  Governments,  &  operates  most 
powerfully  with  us,  where  all  the  firmer  Bonds  of  Govern*  have  been 
'  dissolved  &  tbe  new  not  sufficiently  sanctified  &  established  by  Habit 
&  Opinion.  I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  B^pect  & 
Kegard. 

Your  Exoell/a  Obed*  &  very  H'bble. 

Indoned,  1780,  July  17th.     To  His  Exijellency,  Samuel  Hunt- 
ingtou;  Esq.,  President  of  Congress. 


Instructions  to  Coi..  Nicola,  1780, 

Being  anxious  to  promote  voluntary  Inlistmcnt  &  fill  up  the  Line 
of  Pennsylvania  we  have  concluded  to  attempt  inlisting  Recruits  for 
the  War  for  a  Bounty  in  Land  &  Specie,  viz  200  Acres  of  good  Land 
&  8  half  Johannes  for  every  able  bodied  Recruit,  free  from  Rupture 
Lameness  or  other  Disorder,  not  more  than  45  nor  less  than  18 
Years  of  Age.* 

No  Deserter  from  the  British  Army  or  Navy  or  Prisoner  of  War 
Apprentices  or  indented  Servants  to  be  admitted  to  enter. 

Tou  will  also  avoid  inlisting  Sailors  &  Foreigners,  and  more 
especially  Frenchmen  on  any  Pretext. 

Besides  the  aboi^e  you  are  authorised  to  promise  a  Suit  of  deaths 
yearly  &  Blanket,  a  Pint  of  Rum  ^  Week,  with  Tobacco,  Soap  & 
sundry  other  Necisaries  witb  Pav  &  Rations  as  the  Continental 
Troops — They  are  to  serve  under  the  immediate  Command  of  Gen. 
Washington. 

As  an  Encouragement  to  the  Sergeant  be  will  have  a  Spanisli 
Dollar  or  60  Dollars  Continental  for  every  Recruit  he  inlists  who 
passes  muster. 

*  Bee  Cot.  E«o.,  Val.  XIL,  p.  401. 
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And  ibe  OfiBcet  under  wbosd  Dtrediari  the  Inlistinent  is  tnnde  wfll 
be  entitled  to  200  Dollars  Continental  Money  for  his  Care  &  Trouble. 

Tou  trill  be  particularly  careful  not  to  suffer  any  unfair  Practices 
of  oatchiog  Persons  by  putting  Money  in  their  Pockets,  or  such  like 
Acts,  but  iuKst  them  fairly  &  openly. 

Every  Reoruit,  Care  being  taken  that  he  is  quite  sober,  is  to  be 
attested  before  Mr.  Justice  Miller,  swearing  that  he  will  be  true  & 
faithful  to  the  United  States  of  America,  &  that  he  will  serve  as  % 
Soldier  during  the  present  War  in  the  Line  of  Pennsylvania  & 
that  he  will  be  obedient  to  his  superior  Officers  according^to  the 
Bules  of  Discipline  &  War. 

You  will  once  a  week  or  oftener  report  your  Progress  &  take  all 
due  Care  that  no  Recruits  desert  on  Board  any  Vessel,  for  this  End 
yon  will  only  deliver  one  half  Johanna  as  the  Inlistment,  one  when 
attested  &  the  other  when  he  is  received  &  enroled  in  the  Regim*. 

Indorsed^ — 1780,  July  18. — To  Col.  Lewis  Nicola,  His  recruting 
Instructions. 


Pbbs.  Rbbd  to  Col.  Sam'l  Atlbb,  1780. 

Philad%  July  19, 1780. 
Sir, 

It  is  with  real  Pleasure  t  sit  down  to  comply  with  the  Request  of 
the  Council  &  thank  you  for  the  complete  &  regular  Manner  in 
which  you  have  furnished  the  Volunteers  of  Lancaster  County.  We 
are  sensible  that  it  was  a  Work  of  no  small  Difficulty  &  Trouble  in 
a  Country  where  the  Habits,  Manners  &  Opinions  of  the  People  are  so 

fenerally  disinclined  to  military  Duties  &  Arrangements  &  of  which 
lancaster  County  has  so  ffreat  a  Share. — We  can  truly  say  that  no 
County  has  furnished  such  good  Men*&  such  regularity  in  forward- 
ing them  &  which  we  impute  in  a  great  Degree  to  your  good  Manage- 
ment &  Care. — Capt  Hubley  went  on  to  Camp  &  gave  great  satis- 
faction from  the  Manner  in  which  he  executed  his  Orders.'*' 
I^m  with  due  Regard 

Sir  your  Obed*  &  very  Hbble  Serv* 
Direcfedj 
To  Col.  Samuel  J.  Atlee,  Lieut  of  Lancaster  County, 


Prbs.  Rbed  to  Col.  Wm.  Hbnry,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  duly  received  yonr  favour  of  the  3d  Inst.  &  should  be  sorry  that 
any  thing  in  my  Letter  to  Col.  Atlee  of  the  1*'  Inst,  should  be  con- 
strued into  a  suspicion  of  the  Delay  of  Taxes  in  your  County  to  arise 
from  any  Neglect  much  more  misconduct  in  you.  I  assure  you  I 
have  even  entertained  far  different  sealiiilento  k  shouM  kava  done 
*  Bee  answer,  page  488. 


424  PSNNSTLYANIA.  ARCHIVES  1780. 

you  mnoli  Injustioe  if  I  eoald  faftve  Bupposed  you  to  employ  the 
publick  MoDey  in  trade  or  otherwise.  Mr.  RittenhouBc's  Eeport 
was  made  in  writing  &  I  presume  on  ooropetent  Authority — my 
Remark  was  general  having  no  particular  Person  in  View  nor  do  I 
know  why  Col.  Atlee  sent  the  Paragraph  to  you  unless  he  supposed 
you  would  use  it  as  a  stimulus  to  the  Commissaries,  CoUeotors  & 
others. 

But  I  cannot  agree  with  you  that  more  is  expected  from  Lancaster 
County  than  it  can  perform,  because  no  more  is  expected  than  the 
Law  h^  appointed  &  which  her  own  RepresentatiTes  have  thought  she 
could  raise  within  a  given  Time.  I  beg  to  know  my  good  friend  wl^y 
Lancaster  county  cannot  pay  her  taxes  proportionally  with  other 
Counties — has  she  suffered  by  the  enemy — has  Famine,  Pestilenoe 
Tempest  or  bad  seasons  deprived  her  of  the  Means — ^you  will  agree 
with  me  in  the  negative.  Are  not  her  lands  good  &  the  County 
populous?  did  she  not  at  the  last  Heview  of  Property  appear  so 
considerable  as  to  have  almost  double  the  number  of  Representativea 
of  most  of  the  other  Counties — even  those  who  have  contributed 
more  to  the  publick  Necessities  than  she  has  done,  you  will  also  agree 
with  me  in  this.  But  I  fancy  I  can  throw  some  light  on  the  subject  * 
Ihere  is  not  a  Week  but  some  People  from  your  County  are  pur- 
chasing Oold  &  Silver  in  the  city,  and  that  is  hoarded  up  as  tqo 
sacred  to  be  touched  for  Taxes.  The  CoHectors  finding  Opposition  & 
Difficulty  neglect  their  Duty  &  the  Commissaries  do  not  care  to  be 
the  only  severe  People  &  so  all  is  slwr  tedious  &  dilatory^If  vigour 
&  seasonable  exertion  could  once  take  place  all  these  Difficulties 
would  vanish. 

The  Commissaries  proceeded  to  lay  the  Tax  yon  observe  &  were 
mistaken  till  they  were  set  right,  but  the  real  Fact  is  they  undertook 
to  dispense  with  the  law  &  tax  on  a  system  of  their  own,  in  this  way 
Delays  would  be  perpetual  &  unexousable. 

The  Inclemency  of  the  Winter  we  can  readily  admit  as  a  Reason 
but  it  is  now  several  months  since  the  snow  disappeared  &  is  there 
not  at  this  Moment  a  great  arrearage ;  surely  there  is»the  Want  of 
which  we  feel  most  sensibly.  The  large  sums  owlbg  by  Q^  Master's 
&  Commissaries  will  doubtless  be  a  Bar  of  no  inconsiderable  Nature  to 
ready  money  Taxes  but  they  will  go  to  liquidate  the  Demands  of 
Congress  &  so  far  be  useful.  I  fear  there  will  be  great  abuses  & 
shall  be  glad  of  your  Opinion  what  Preventive  may  em3  used. 

Far  from  doubting  your  Zeal  ft  activity  in  the  Business,  I  can  only 
wish  that  all  ooncemed  in  the  Collection  of  Taxes  had  half  of  it  &  I 
am  persuaded  our  affairs  would  be  in  a  more  promising  Condition. 

I  am  with  nraeb  esteem, 

Sir  your  obed.  it  very 

Hbble  Ser. 
Jjitecttdj 

Wmtm  Henry,  Esq., 
Jhtioned, 

July  19,  1780. 
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Pebs.  Bxsd  to  Bbiq.  Gekl.  Hakd,  1730. 

/  Phikda.  July  19, 1780. 

Sir, 

I  duly  received  your  Favour  of  the  12th  Inst,  out  of  Respect  to 
your  k  Col.  Batlei^s  Reootnnieiidatioa  on  this  Head,  The  Goancil 
have  oonaented  to  their  Appointment,  bnt  I  moBt  on  this  OooaBion 
as  I  have  done  on  ethers  aaggost  Gantion  to  the  Commanding  officers 
of  Regimenta  on  taking  in  young  Gentlemen  to  do  Duty  previous  to 
an  Appointment.  You,  air,  are  too  well  aoqnaiiited  with  the  Rolea 
of  aatabliahed  Armies  not  to  be  sensible  that  it  ia  unprecedented  & 
that  many  Inconveniences  will  ensue,  Oen.  SuUivan  has  done  on  this 
Occasion  what  the  Commander  in  Chief  has  never  done.  However 
it  being  done  we  will  not  disappoint  the  Gentleman  of  their  Compa- 
nies, but  we  certainly  shall  do  ao  in  any  future  Case. 

Cbl.  Butler's  Conduct  &  Behaviour  has  on  all  occasions  been  too 
acceptable  to  us  to  suppose  he  would  intentionally  aot  otherwise,  we 
respect  him  as  a  valuable  deserving  officer  &  ahall  on  all  occasions 
shew  him  attention  aeoordingly. 

I  am  Sir  with  much  esteem, 

Tour  most  obed.  &  very 

Hbbleserrt.* 
Directed, 

Brig.  Geli.  Hand. 


Board  op  Wab  to  Prss.  Bbed,  1780. 

War  Office,  July  19, 1780. 
Bir, 

The  board  hare  the  honor  to  lay  befere  your  Excellency,  ft  the 
honble,  the  Council,  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Col.  Henry  Haller, 
Oom'7  of  Prisoners  at  Reading,  mentioning  a  great  scarcity  of  pro- 
visions at  that  post ;  where  there  are  about  one  hundred  prisoners  of 
war. 

The  board  take  the  liberty  to  request  that  orders  may  be  given  to 
the  state  purchasers,  or  commissioners  to  deliver  to  the  Issuing  com- 
missary at  Reading  as  much  provisions  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
subsistence  of  the  supplies  to  be  furnished  by  Penn%  for  the  army. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  high  respect,  y 

Bxcellenc/s  moat  obed.  hmnble  lenr. 
by  order,        BEN.  8T0DDBRT,  8ec'r 
Directed, 
His  Excellency,  President  Reed,  present. 

*  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  Ut.,  p.  427. 
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Copt  of  a  Lbttsr  from  Hbn&y  Haube^  Esq.  1780. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  frpiii  Henry  Haller  Esq.,  Gommiasary  of  Prisoners 

at  Readings  dated  July  15  1780. 
Sir, 

<<  This  day  the  iflstting  Commiasary  informed  me  that  he  had  noi 
ProviaioDs  enough  to  last  the  Prisoners  oonfined  in  this  Plaee  four 
days,  and  that  he  had  no  assuranee  of  getting  any,  this  being  tha 
Circumstance  I  cannot  avoid  troubling  you  on  the  Occasion  and  H 
there  is  not. a  supply,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  let  the  prisotteKs  aow 
conised  in  Goal  go  to  work  with  the  fiurmora  and  therefore  oannol 
be  accountable  for  them/' 
JDirectedt 

Col.  Piokeriog. 


BiUBS.  Bud  to  Gsk.  Obbskjb,  1780. 

PhiUd.,  July  la,  1780. 
Sir, 

Yonr  Favour  of  the  15  Inst.'*'  c^me  li  Hand  last  Evening,  wherein 
yon  request  Information  (in  the  most  particular  Manner  the  Nature 
of  the  Thing  will  admit)  what  Measures  are  taken  to  provide  the 
Articles  required  by  the  Committee,  when  they  will  be  ready — Sa 
where  collected. — In  answer  to  the  first,  we  on  the  June  ^led 
for  250  Waggons,  to  be  furnished  by  the  Counties  in  Quotas } — the 
Orders  for  this  Purpose  were  issued ;  some  of  them  have  come  in — 
&  put  in  the  Hands  of  yoOr  Officers,  after  finding  great  Difficulty  in 
procuring  Forage  &  Provisions  from  the  Continental  Officers,  who, 
not  bein^  apprized  of  their  Destination  or  Use,  (of  which  we  canuQt 
inform  them)  are  at  a  Loss  what  to  do  with  them.  Commissioners 
have  been  appointed  to  procure  Forage,  &  Orders  also  given  with 
Respect  to  Horses;  what  Progress  they  have  made  we  do  not  know, 
because  the  Time  has  not  been  sufficient  since  the  Requisition  was 
made,  viz.,  the  S***  June,  to  make  any  considerable  Tryal,  &  much 
less  to  have  any  Returns  &,  Reports  made  on  whioh  any  Dependeoee 
can  be  placed — But  that  nothing  might  be  omitted  by  us,  soon  after : 
the  Resolution  of  February  was  past,  an  Act  of  Assembly  was  alap 
passed,  appointing  Commissioners  to  purchase  the  Articles  specified 
m  that  Resolution ;  £100,000  was  struck  on  the  Credit  of  the  State 
for  that  Purpose,  &  the  General  gave  Directions  where  the*  Supplies 
were  to  be  sent,  a  part  to  distant  Posts,  &  the  Remainder  to  the 
Army.  These  Gummissionen  have  been  acting  ever  since;  but  the 
Money  meeting  with  Disconnif  ement  &  Discredit  from  many,  &  even 
those  who  had  agreed  to  take  it,  occasions  Delay  &  Difficulty.  To- 
stimulate  &  give  them  an  Object,  we  have  now  assigned  each  Counfy  ^ 

*  Not  found. 


PMINSXLYANIA  AECHXVBS  1780.  42T 

its  QooUof  the  Aitides  req«ir«d.    Bat  ihe  Bemnid  Is  so  enormMis, 

soiai*  beyoad  iba  jost  Proportion  &  Abliltty  of  this  Stale,  that  w« 
bave  DO  Expectation  of  oomply ing  witb  it  fully — This  will  be  evident 
vrhen  it  ia  oensadered  tbat,  exfldusive  of  Transportation  &  Ezpenae  of 
GolleotioQ,  It  will  amoani  to  oinisiderably  more  than  half  the  Money 
emitted  by  Congress  sinoe  the  Gommenoemcnt  of  the  War,  A  we 
believe  a  greater  Sum  tbftn  all  the  circulating  Money  of  the  whole 
State.  For  your  Satisfaction  have  sent  you  a  Caloulation  formed  on 
the  Prices  when  fixed  by  Congress,  &  when  not  in  current  Prioe»— 
In  the  whole,  including  the  Expenoes  of  Civil  Government,  Cloafching 
ur  Officers,  Eefrealiments  &  Supplies  of  various  Kinds,  amounts 
to  25  years'  Taxes  of  the  State  in  Time  of  Peace,  &  with  a  donrisk- 
ing  Trade.  It  is  unnecessary  after  this,  to  say  that  this  lUquisitioii 
must  be  partial  or  extravagsnt,  &  that  it  cannot  be  complied  with' 
in  its  fullest  Extent  Nor  is  it  possible  for  us  to  say  to  what  Extent, 
Bntill  we  receive  Information  from  the  several  Officers  among  whom 
we  have  divided  the  Pemands,  &  upon  whom  we  have  also  c^led  to 
say  how  far  they  can  be  complied  with — -by  which  we  do  not  raeaa 
a  mere  voluntary  or  even  moral,  but  a  Physical  Possihilitjik  I  mnsi 
also  observe  another  very  great  Difficulty  which  occnrs  in  giving  the 
precise  Inlbrmation  which  we  would  wish  to  do  on  this  &  every 
Occasion :  that  the  Supplies  if  the  State  are  drawn  off  by  other. 
Cbannells  witb  which  we  have  not  any  Cominunication,  but  act  entirely 
independent  of  us.  The  Commissary  of  France  is  making  Purchases^ 
&  gains  a  Preference  of  the  Market  by  dealing  in  Specie. — An  Asso- 
ciation of  Individuals  officially  unknown  to  Govern  m*  &  holding  no 
Communications  with  it,  is  also  formed  to  supply  the  Army  in  some 
of  the  Articles  among  others  enumerated  for  jour  Department.  It 
is  possible  to  form  a  Judgment  of  what  the  State  could  do,  if  the 
whole  was  under  any  general  Direction,  to  which  these  several  Exer- 
tions would  be  subservient  &  assisting — but  when  there  are  such  a 
Variety  of  Draughts  independent  &  unknown  to  each  other,  it  is 
impossible  to  ascertain  any  Supply  with  tolerable  Accdracy. 

The  Dependanoa  on  Pensylv*  is  too  great,  &  has  been  undoubtedly 
created  nnder  a  Combination  of  Errors,  Want  of  due  information 
interested,  political,  &  even  Party  Views ;  it  may,  perhaps,  have  its 
Effects  in  discrediting  the  Councils  of  Government,  so  far  as  they  are 
to  be  discredited  by  not  performing  Impossibilities;  but. we  fear  it 
will  also  lead  to  other  Consequences,  material  &  fatal. 

We  do  not  like  to  deal  in  Coojeeturea,  wherein  our  own  Wishes  A 
Pesires  may  mislead  us ;  but  after  assuring  you  that  nothing  in  our 
Power  will  be  omitted,  we  will  venture  to  state  what  Proportion  of 
Supplies  may  be  expected  from  this  State,  if  Means  of  Payment  can 
be  found  in  Part,  so  as  to  draw  Credit  for  the  Residue. — We  hope, 
tp  be  able  to  execute  the  Eeqnisition  of  Congress  of  the  25  Feb^, 
paying  a  due  Consideration  to  the  Posts  in  the  Country  &  on  the 
Frontiers,  which  are  indispensably  necessary,  &  whom  we,  therefore, 
include  as  entitled  to  a  Part  of  tho  Supplies  agreeable  to  M  Appro<v 
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pmtion  made  by  the  Commander  in  Ohief.  We  hope  to  he  aUe  to 
fvrnieh  yon  with  1000  Hones  k  250  Teams;  bvt  of  tbe  latter  we 
sra  in  more  Doabt  tbaa  any  otber  Artiole,  as  your  Department  baa 
for  4  Years  drawn  its  principal  Supplies — so  that  the  State  is  ezoeed- 
ingly  exhausted.  Lancaster  County,  which  formerly  registered  1700, 
DOW  has  not  500,  &  the  other  Counties  in  the  same  Proportion-— Tbe 
Waggon  Service  of  the  Stote,  for  which  we  never  got  Pay  nor  Thanks, 
baa  been  a  Burthen  nearly  equal  to  all  our  Taxes. 

These  I  have  given  you  as  antbentick  Information,  and  as  par- 
ticular as  the  Nature  of  the  Thing  will  admit ; — but  to  ascertain  A 
gime  Anurances  founded  upon  Experience  as  the  Committee  tX  Camp 
have  required,  would  take  Time  to  make  the  Experiment,  k  further 
Time  to  collect  tbe  necessaiy  Intelligence,  as  well  as  to  digest  & 
communicate  it. 

We  experience  a  very  senisible  Defect  in  this  Plan  of  speclfick 
Supplies,  in  that  the  Principals  of  tbe  Q'  Master's  k  Commissar/s 
Department  do  not  sufficiently  participate  of  the  Correspondence ; 
was  it  earned  on  thro'  their  Medium  they  would  of  course  make 
suitable  Arrangements  with  their  Deputies  k  Assistants;  whereas, 
at  preftent,  the  Utter  having  no  Knowledge  of  the  Matter,  are  at  a 
liOBS  to  make  the  proper  Issues,  keep  regular  Entries,  k  do  what  we 
must  necessarily  depend  upon  them  ftr. 
I  am,  in  Behalf  of  the  Council, 

«id  with  much  Esteem, 

Sir,  Your  most  obed. 

k  very  Hbble.  Servt 


Francis  Swaikb  to  Pres.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  July  19*^  1780. 
Sir, 

Lately  I  had  the  Honor  to  receive  your  Excellency's  Orders,  to 
repair  to  Camp,  to  Issue  the  remaining  part  of  the  State  Clothing 
on  hand.  Soon  after  my' Arrival  there,  was  Arrested  by  tbe  Comaoding 
Officer  of  the  Pennsylv.  Line,  and  Charged  with  absenting  mjself 
from  Camp  without  leave,  neglect  of  Doty,  abuse  k  fraud. 

When  I  receiv'd  your  Excellency's  Instructions  to  Offici^ite  on  the 
Duty  of  Sub.  Clothier  to  the  State,  I  did  not  Conceive  myself 
answerable  to  any  authority,  but  that  of  your  Excellency  k  the 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  from  whom  and 
your  Excellency  alone,  have  I  been  directed  in  my  Office  from  time 
to  time.  ^ 

Your  Excellency  was  pleas'd  in  a  former  Conversation  to  acquaint 
me  with  my  Duty,  via.,  that  my  time  would  be  divided  occasionally 
between  Camp  k  tbe  City,  as  Clothing  should  be  Issued  k  supplies 
wanted  for  the  troopa.     Under  this  Supposidon  it  was  that  I  left 
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Gftiiip  wiih<mt  a  special  Fariongfa  from  the  Commanding  Officer,  and 
which  even  then  I  should  have  not  done,  had  not  the  Clothing 
altogether  heen  Iseued,  &  no  particular  duty  in  Camp  reqair'd  mj 
presence.  Your  Excellency  no  donbt  is  acquainted  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Court  &  final  sentence,  I  must  submit  to  it,  but 
Cannot  help  making  mj  first  observation,  that  had  I  not  relied  on 
vour  Excellency's  Instructions,  that  my  duty  would  be  alternatively 
in  the  City  &  Camp,  and  my  oppinion  that  I  was  only  under  the 
particular  Direction  of  your  Excellency  &  Council,  this  afiair  would 
not  have  tum'd  out  so  unfavourable  to  me. 

While  I  was  in  the  City  frequent  Orders  were  sent  to  me  by  your 
Bxcellency  &  Conncil  to  Issue  Clothing  so  that  it  was  a  matter  of 
the  greatest  surprise  to  me  to  be  arrested  for  being  from  Camp, 
when  at  the  same  time  I  was  doing  my  Duty  here,  &  receiving 
Orders  from  your  Excellency  &  Council. 

I  am  now  ready  to  come  to  a  final  settlement  &  Deliver  up  my 
papers  &  VoucherSi^at  the  same  time  permit  me  to  intreal  your 
Excellency  &  Council  to  favor  me  with  the  pay  due  me,  my 
travelbng  &  other  expenses  have  been  great  and  far  beyond  what  I 
Conceived  when  I  Undertook  the  office. 

I  shall  submit  it  intirely  to  your  Excellency's  Justice  &  Equity, 
what  allowance  oflght  to  be  made  to  me  Considering  the  Depieciation 
which  has  taken  place  since  my  appointment 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be        •-        ^ 

With  every  sentiment  of  respect 

your  Excellency  most  Obedient 

&  Very  Humble  servant, 

FRANCIS  SWAINB. 

P.  S.   As  my  stay  in  the  City,  where  I  arrived  last  night,  is  very 
expensive  it  will  be  a  particular  favor  to  me,  to  be  Dispatch'd  as 
soon  as  Possible. 
Direeted, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq"*.,  President,  Market  Street 


Pbbsidbnt  of  C0NG&B8S  TO  Pbe3.  Bbbd,  1780. 

PUladelpbia,  Jdy  19, 1780. 
Sir, 

Yovr  Excellency  will  observe  by  the  Papers,  and  Act  of  Congress 
of  the  18^  Instant  herewith  enclosed,  that  the  Petition  of  Thomaa 
Jones  &0.,'*'  and  the  Case  of  others  in  aimilar  CircumstanClss  are 
referred  to  the  President  and  «Snpreme  Executive  Council  of  Penn- 
ayWania,  to  grant  such  Relief-  as  they  shall  judge  just  and  reasonable. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  427. 
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Yoar  Eaoellenay'i  Dospaicbas  of  yesterday  «ra  reeeiv^d, -Mi 
aball  be  laid  before  Congrees  tbis  morning. 
I  baye  tfae  Honour  to  be 

with  tbe  bigbest  Respect 
^  your  Excelly's  most  obedt.  Serrt, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  Preeideni 
Directed^ 
His  BacodU;  Preaident  Beed. 


Prbb.  Bbbd  to  Hbnrt  Hallbr,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  both  yonr  Pavonm  of  the  12  &  15*  Inst,  which 
abould  baVe  answered  sooner  but  tbe  Post  went  off  without  calling : 
With  Respect  to  the  former  we  hoped  M'^  Lutz  ivould  have  supplied' 
the  Teams  with  Flour  to  be  carried  to  Easton  to  form  a  magazine 
there  agreeable  to  Gen.  Washington's  Orders  or  if  no  Arrangement 
is  made  for  such  magazine  to  proceed  to  Gamp  deliver  their  Flour' 
to  the  Commissary  there  k  then  apply  fo  the  Q*  Master  Oen^  for 
farther  Orders.  If  M'  Lutz  eannot  load  them  they' must  proceed  to 
Gamp  as  they  are.  With  Respect  to  tbe  Provisions  we  flattered 
ourselves  that  the  Como^ioners  of  Purohaaea  k  the  issuing  Com- 
missary bad  settled  that  roint  but  if  not  you  mqst  apply  to  M' 
Luts  who  must  supply  you  untill  the  Orders  of  tbe  Board  of  War 
arrive  which  I  this  Day  procured  &  which  I  trust  will  remove  your 
Difficulties  on  this  Head. 

The  General  has  made  a  considerable  Demand  for  Horses  we  shall 
be  glad  to  know  bow  many  you  think  Berks  County  could  furo^h 
on  a  short  Notice.     They  are  to  be  purchased. 

I  am  Sir 

Your  Friend  &  Hbble  wt. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above  which  should  have  gone  bj 
Yesterdays  Post  have  rec'  your  favour  of  tbe  18*^  Instant.  I  have 
been  always  apprehensive  of  great  difficulties  in  calling  out  Waggons 
and  therefore  kept  back  the  orders  as  long  as  possible.  But  the 
General  and  Committee  are  so  pressing  tbat  I  could  not  forbear. 
We  have  been  expressly  told  that 'the  success  of  tbe  Campaign 
depends  upon  it  and  that  we  shall  be  answerable  to  the  World  fot 
adi  consequences^  I  therefore  can  only  add  that  you  must  do  as  well 
as  you  can  and  that  we  will  give  you  all  tbe  assistance  nossiblei 
The  taxes  have  been  so  low  that  we  can  do  little  for  you  intb  eon* 
tinental  money  but  we  have  some  sta^  mouey  which  in  spite  of  the 
attempts  of  the  Bnemies  of  Government  gets  into  good  oiroulation  a4 

^*  See  page  416, 
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the  Exobange  of  sixty  for  one.  We  would  endeavonr  to  spare  you 
some  of  Ifais  if  yon  canaot  'do  withoat  It.  .The  Board  of  War  hav6 
sent  us  a  Copy  of  your  letter  about  Prisoners  we  have  applied  to 
them  to  give  us  an  aooount  of  your  demands  and  we  will  direct 
liuts  to  kfep  you  supplied  as  soon  as  we  bsve  thei/plaa  of  distri- 
bution. 

JHrtatedy 

To  Col.  Haller,  Beadingj  Berks  County. 
Indorsedy 

July  20, 1780. 


Pbbs.  Rbed  to  Feancis  Swainb,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  received  your  Letter  of  this  Bay^*  &  am  sorry  for  your  mis- 
fortune which  I  apprehend  has  proceeded  from  too  great  an  attach- 
ment to  the  city  which  has  induced  you  to  stay  longer  from  Oamp  than 
was  eonsistent  with  publick  service.  By  referring  to  your  appoint- 
ment you  will  observe  that  the  Dismission  of  the  6ub-01othier  was 
put  intirely  in  the  Gkneral's  Powcry  &  that  the  appointment  only 
remained  with  us.  The  best  Thing  you  can  now  do  will  be  to  make 
»  regular,  &  punotual  settlement  of  all  your  Issues  accounting  for  all 
that  has  boon  delivered  jou  so  as  to  enable  us  to  charge  the  United 
States.  I  observe  one  of  the  charges  against  you  was  Fraud  wbich 
I  bo^  you  will  be  able  to  clear  up  in  your  accounts  or  the  Oonse*' 
qnences  will  be  still  more  prejudicial  to  you.  You  will  therefore 
make  up  an  aceount  eharging  yourself  with  what  you  have  received 
from  CoL  Farmer,  &  dischisrging  yourself  by  your  Issues  at  Gamp  & 
here  as  the  Case  was.  You  will  do  well  to  compare  this  with  Gol. 
Farmer's  accounts  &  then  carry  the  whole  to  Mess.  Mile%  Beanci  A 
Purviance^  Auditors  of  aooounts  who  set  at  Shoemaker  Store  in 
Water  Street,  their  setllemeat  will  be  final,  &  when  produced  to  ui 
will  procure  an  immediate  order  for  your  Pay  which  will  foe  as  liberal 
as  Circumstances  will  warrant. 
I  am  nr, 
your  very  HbbL  serr^ 

JOS.  KISIX 

Phils.  July  19, 1780. 

*  8ee»page  428. 
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pRKs.  Rebd  to  His  ExcBLLByoY  Thomas  Sim.  Lbb,  Gov- 
XBNOB  09  Mabtlahp,  1780. 

His  Ezoell  Thomas  Sim  Lee,  GoTernonr  of  MaiyUnd,  Annapolis. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  your  Reqaest  on  the  21  nlt."^  I  have  the  Himonr  to 
encloae  jour  ezoells.  the  last  Embargo  Law  of  this  State. 

Tou  wil  lobserve  that  it  expires  on  the  I**  sept,  next,  but  as  the 
Assembly  of  this  State  will  meet  before  that  Timd,  I  think  there 
can  be  no  Doubt  but  that  it  will  be  renewed.  .    ^ 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  mueh  Respect  &  Regard, 

Your  Exoells.  most  obt.  Hbbl.  Sonr. 

JOS.  REED. 
Indonedf 

July  20, 1780. 


P&BS.  Rbbd  to  Boabd  o;  Wab,  1780. 

Gentlemen, 

Agreeable  to  my  Promise  yesterday  I  send  yon  a  Copy  of  the 
appropriations  of  the  supplies  as  made  by  the  Commander  in  Chief 
npon  which  I  must  request  you  would  make  a  monthly  or  weekly 
Distribution,  k  to  which  our  Commissioner  of  Purchases  will  be 
direoted  to  conform.  By  a  farther  Requisition  of  the  Committee  at 
Camp,  we  are  directed  to  furnish  lbl66. 885  of  Beef  ^  month,  but 
a  greater  .Quantity  having  been  supplied  in  the  late  Exigence  of  the 
Army  than  the  whole  amount  of  this  in  a  Year,  I  apprehend  the 
State  ought  not  be  again  called  npon  unless  some  Deduction  is  made 
in  the  eSier  articles  which  will  be  quite  agreeable  to  ns,  k  in  order 
to  enable  you  to  make  such  Deduction ;  have  sent  you  a  Copy  of 
the  Requisition  from  Camp  together  with  the  Prices  annexed  ft 
amount  of  the  whole. 

And  am  with  much  Respect,  &  Esteem, 

Gent  your  obed.  k  very,  Hbble  Servt 

The  Hon.  the  Board  of  War. 

*  Set  pages  S54,  438. 
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Fbanois  Swaike  to  Prsb.  BbeB)  178d. 

July  2lBt,  1780. 
Fir, 

As  I  bmd  retson  to  believe  yoar  ExoelleBoy  was  Miy  aoqnainted, 
both  with  tbe  Oharges,  k  Sentanee  of  the  Court  martial,  I  omitted 
any  farther  relation  of  in  the  Letter,  I  had  the  Honor  to  address 
yon  with  on  Wadnesday  last,  but  as  it  appears  by  yonr  Bzeellency 
Letter  that  that  was  not  the  case,  I  now  take  the  liberty  of  trans- 
mitting a  Copy  of  the  Charges  &  Sentence  of  the  Court. 

Condons  of  my  own  Integrity,  I  defy  the  man  that  Charges  me 
with  Fraad,  &  am  happy  to  say  that  tbe  Court  did  Justice  to  my 
Character,  in  aeqniting  me  of  tha  Infamous  Charges  to  which 
your  Excellency  is  pleased  to  refer. 

Agreeable  to  your  Szcelleneys  Instruction  I  shall  Immediately 
lay  an  account  of  the  Issues  of  Cloathing  delivered  to  me  before  the 
auditors,  in  order  to  procure  the  final  settlement  of  a  business 
which  in  its  Consequences  has  been  so  disagreeable  to  me. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with, 

the  highest  respect,  your  Bxcelleney'a 
most  obedient  b  very  Humble  Sevt. 

FRAlTCIS  SWAINB. 

P.  8.  Charged  with  absenting  mynelf  from  Camp  without  leaySy 
tieffleot  of  Duty,  abuse,  &  fraud,  found  guilty  of  the  former  Charges, 
and  aequited  of  the  latter ;  sentence  to  be  Dismissed. 

FRANCIS  SWAINB. 

K.  B.  the  abuse  was  for  obliging  one  officer  with  a  pair  of  Boot8| 
ilrthereby  Disobliging  another. 

iHrectedy 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Esqr.  Pk^dent  Market  Street. 


Gov.  Lbb  of  Maryland  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Annapolis  21st  July;  1780. 
In  Council. 
Sir, 

In  Pursuance  of  the  Request  of  the  Oeneml  Assembly  of  Mary- 
land;  we  have  transmitted  to  you  a  Copy  of  the  <<Act  continuing  the 
Act  prohibiting  the  Eiportation  of  Wheat,  Flour;  Rye,  Indian  Com 
Ac.,  untill  the  tenth  Day  of  September  next.'' 

Ton  will  pcreeiT^  on  Perusal  of  the  Act  sent,  that  so  much  of 
tbe  Ptebibition  as  relates  to  tbe  Ezportatien  of  any  of  the  enumer* 

«  Bee  pages  42^  Al. 
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ated  Artiolefly  by  Land,  is  taken  off^  and  tbat  the  Saspenaion  of 
the  eaid  Acl,  or  Continuance  of  it^  bejond  the  Tiveluniled,  depends 
in  some  Measure^upon  the  Regalations  adopted,  or  to  be  adopted  by 
theatates  of  Pennaylvania  and  Delaware  respecting  that  subject.  We 
solicit  your  Excellency  to  send  us  Copies  of  your  Acts,  that  relata  t^ 
tliia  subject,  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  form  our  pinion' of  the  Pro- 
priety 01  extending  the  Time  or  removiikg  the  Restnotion.'*' 
We  are  Sir, 
with  the  highest  Respect  and  Esteem, 

your  Excellency's  obedient  Servants, 
THO.  8.  LEE, 


BoAiLD  or  War  to^  Pubs.  Bbsd,  1T80. 

War  ft  Ordnance  Office,  July  22«,178(J   , 
Sir, 

The  Board  have  been  pressingly  called  upon  by  the  Commander  hi 
Chief  for  a  larger  quantity  of  powder  than  the  magacines  of  the 
United  States  can  possibly  supply*  for  the  intended  operations  in 
concert  with  the  fleet  ft  armies  of  oof  alKee.  W«  need  not  impress 
upon  your  Bxeelleney  the  neceeaUy  of  oomplying  with  the  Oeneral'a 
Requeat  ft  how  disgraceful  would  be  our  Situation  if  the  operations 
in  whiiSh  our  Allies  were  inyited  by  Congress  to  assist  Us  were  either 
retttded  or  totally  obstmoted  by  a  ^ilure  on  our  part.  Tet  we  are 
under  the  gseatesti  ApprehensioDa  for  the  suooest  of  the  iotended 
Measures,  if  we  aie  not  enabled  by  the  generooa  ft  vigorima  eaertiona 
of  the  respective  States  to  afford  supplies  of  many  essential  Articles 
among  which  that  of  powder  is  of  the  highest  importance.  We 
haye  therefore  most  earnestly  to  request  of  y cm  Excellency  ft  the 
Hon'ble  Council  that  you  would  lend  out  of  the  Stores  belonging  to 
your  State  all  the  powder  you  can  possibly  spare ;  and  we  have 
further  to  entreat  your  strenuous  endeavours  to  procure  on  the 
Credit  of  the  State,  as  much  as  can  be  had  from  Individuals  ft  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  informing  Us 
how  much  we  are  tp  expect  from  your  State.  .  Nothinff  sbalT  be 
wanting  to  provide  all  we  can  on  account  of  the  United  States ;  but 
we.  are  eonviaced  that  withoHt  the  Assistance  of  the  States  individ- 
ually, we  shall  fall  very  short  of  thd  quantity  required  and  perhaps 
experience  the  most  distressing  dbappointments  firom  the  want  oC 
this  most  essential  i^tiele.  We  will  when  the  GoDtinentAl  mi^ga- 
ftiaes  are  replenished  chearfully  return  in  kind  the  powder  you  aitf 
Bleafl^d  to  lend  Ua  or  pay  the  value  in  money  aa  you  shsU  ehaae. 
We  hope  the  State  will  on  this  interesting  ooeasipB  go  to  the  extent 
#1  her  Abilities  in  the  Article  required  ft  if  hereafter  as  the  Cofiti- 
bmUI  Stoflk  iaoreasea  mj  quanti^  sbali  be  wauted  /or  St^te  Usee 

*  Col,  Eeoi^yel.  XU^  p.  488. 
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in  pftrt  of  tlie  qqantiiy  lent,  we  can  at  siij  time  aooomodate  tlH^m 
trfcen  desired  k  we  shall  not  (mil   to   retain  the  whole  the  firat 
iliomeBt  We  have  it  in  our  power. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respect 

youf  very  obed*  Serv*.| 
KIOfiARD  PETERS. 

Bj  Order  &  in  Behalf  of  the  Board.* 
Directedy 

On  paolic  Service. 
^  His  ExoelleDcj  The  President  k  The  Hon'ble  Council  of  Pemi- 
ailvania,  Philad\ 

,  (War  &  Ordnance  Office.) 


Board  of  War  to  P'rbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

War  Office,  July  22, 1780. 
Sir, 

I  kcv«  the  honor  to  inform  yoto,  that  the  reqniaition  from  Gamp, 
mentiotied  to  be  sent  in  your  Excellency's  letter  of  yesterday,  waa 
OMittod  to  be  inclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Willi  high  respect 
,    .  y  Exoellency'a  mo.  obed.  Hble  Serv*, 

BEN.  STODDERT,  Bear. 
Directed,, 
His  Excellency,  Preaident  Reed. 
Wac  Office. 


CoNBAD  Eryder  TO  Pres.  Reed,  1780« 

m 

Allen  Township,  Northampton  County,  July  the  22^,  1780. 
Hay  it  please  your  Worship,    ' 

I  Received  the  orders  from  the  24^  of  June  last,  to  make  up 
thirdy  Teams  in  this  County  of  Northampton,  to  send  to  our  Army, 
which  Teams  I  Expected  to  make  up  in  a  short  time  but  finding 
myself  very  much  disappointed  by  the  utmost  of  my  Exertion  and 
taking  all  Methods  in  m^  Power  Viz.  first  I  sent  to  all  my  Deputiea 
to  mdie  up  9uch>  Number  of  Teams  aceording  to  the  Strength  of 
iheir  Districts  without  fail  and  to  bring  in  a  true  account  of  all  those 
who  had  not  taken  the  Oath  of  Alegianoe,  but  they  got  on^  three 

^  «  See  €•!.  Bee.,  Y^.  XH.,  p.  4t8. 
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Teami  in  the  whole  Connty  by  that  Method,  Seoondly  I  send  to  all 
my  Deputies  again  to  Warn  the  Farmers  all  in  their  Distriota  to 
meet  on  a  oertain  day  and  each  Township  to  make  np  so  many  Teams 
required  to  make  np  the  aboye  Mentioned  Number  but  getting  none. 
Thirdly  I  send  to  all  those  who  had  not  taken  the  Oath  to  take  their 
Horses  Waggons  and  gears  by  foroe  saving  two  Horses  on  each 
Plantation,  and  got  but  eight  Teams  in  all  by  that  Method,  for  on 
the  most  PlantatioDS  Bspeoially  of  Disaffeeted  People  is  only  two 
Horses,  and  with  the  sud  eieht  Teams  1  had  very  much  Trouble  and 
Oo6t|  for  I  was  obliged  to  have  their  Waggons  repaired  all  their 
Horses  shot  and  fodder  found  for  all  from  the  beginning  and  was 
obliged  to  inlist  Drivers  for  s*  8  Teams,  and  to  pay  each  one  Bf  onth 
Wages  down  and  to  Promise  the  Besidue  as  soon  as  they  return  and 
was  obliged  to  furnish  the  Waggon  Master  with  Money  to  supply 
the  wants  of  said  Teams  on  the  Road,  which  I  did  with  my  Moneyy 
and  send  the  Teams  off  last  week  Eleven  in  Numberi  likewise  the 
Militia  which  Assisted  by  taking  said  Eight  Teams  I  was  obliged  to 
Promise  Reasonable  Wages  and  did  pay  some. 

Further  I  must  acquaint  the  Honorable  the  Council  about  the 
Deputies  under  me  that  I  can  get  none  in  my  District  to  act  any 
more  for  me  in  such  Business,  Their  Excuse  and  Complain  is  of 
their  service  they  had  done  last  year,  and  having  not  received  as  yet 
their  Wages  and  what  they  had  due  was  too  little  and  wiU  not  serve 
any  more  without  having  first  Received  what  they  had  due,  and 
then  to  know  a  certainty  what  Wages  is  to  be  after,  so  likewise  all 
the  Farmers  have  the  same  Excuse  and  Complain.  I  hope  you  will 
take  this  into  Consideration  and  furnish  me  with  Money  so  as  I  may 
Perform  my  promise  for  it  is  not  Possible  for  me  to  get  any  Teams 
to  go  without  Money. 

I  am  your  most  Obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

CONRAD  KRTDBR, 

W.  M.  Gen'L* 
Direetedj 

«  1^0  the  Honorable  the  President  and  Counoil  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Prxs.  Bbbd  to  Boabd  or  War,  1780. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Refugees  Enemy  are  again  committing  Outrages  in  the  Bay 
to  the  great  Prejudice  of  the  Navigation,  Injury  of  the^  United 
States  k  especially  those  of  Delaware  Pennsylvania  k  New  Jersey. 
The  onlv  Opposition  hitherto  made  has  been  by  k  at  the  sole  Ex- 
pense oc  this  State,  k  it  has  been  very  considerable  notwithstanding 
*  Bee  CoL  Beo.,  ToL  XIL,  p.  481. 


PSHNBTLVAHIA  ABGHITE8  ITtd  487 

we  were  aooommodated  by  your  Bo«rd  wiUi  tbe  temponiy  Use  of 
a  Sehooner.  We  hsvo,  iiiider8(y»od  thai  the  Navigq^on  of  HudaoDS 
&  other  Rivera  which  make  a  Part  of  the  OommuDication  of  the 
Cqothient  have  been  oooaidered  aa  Objeota  of  general  Proteetion— 
We  moat  therefore  request  yon  to  take  this  Matter  into  Gonaideration 
in  the  anean  Time  to  give  ns  immediate  Aaaiatance  we  have  a  Sloop 
Jbut  she  is  now  in  Continental  Service  at  Chester  which  we  mnat 
recall  for  this  Purpose  if  we  cannot  have  some  relief  from  tbe  Uni- 
ted States — CajpL  Boys  will  wait  on  you  tq  know  your  Determination 
— if  the  Matter  lays  with  the  Adm'  must  request  yon  to  send  thia 
Letter  to  that  Board. 

I  am  Oent 

respeotfnlly  Your  Obed. 

Hbble  Servt. 
Indoned, 
]    July  22, 1780. 


Col.  Sam.  J.  Atlbb  to  Pres.  Bbbb,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  high  Bounty  given  by  Philad*  haa  fairly  put  m  atop  to  the 
Becruitinii;  Volunteers  fbr  my  County.  I  find  the  greatest  difficulty 
in  procurfng  a  man  here  with  a  Bounty  of  £2  or  8000 — ^What  I 
have  hithertcrgot  haa  been  for  from  £1000  to  1200.  The  Assess- 
ments were  generally  laid  for  those  Sums  and  the  Expencea  attend- 
ing the  Collections. 

,  I  hope  however  to  be  able  to  send  my  Quota  as  soon  aa  the  Har- 
vests are  in,  before  that  time  I  am  confident  more  cannot  be  pro- 
cured— Herewith  your  Excellency  will  receive  Nine  Volunteers  all 
1  have  at  present 

I  am  yo«r  ^oelleney  Most  OV* 

&  very  Hble  Serv% 

SAM.  J.  ATLEB. 
.    July  28%  1780. 
(PuMio  Service.) 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.;  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 
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N.  LuTZ  TO  Pbb8.  Rbsd,  1780. 

Beading,  28«Jti1r,  1780. 
Sir, 

Tout  Ex6el1encj8  favor  of  tbe  18th"  Ins*  duly  came  to  band,  it 
gives  me  great  Fleasare  to  hear  that  Council  has  so  kindly  approved 
of  my  returns. 

You  have  directed  me  in  regard  to  supplying  the  Post  at'  Reading, 
to  Ace*  under  the  immediate  or  special  directions  of  Col.  Blaine, 
who  wrote  to  me  some  time  ago  that  I  must  furnish  said  Post  with 
the  Necessary  supplies  of  Proviskms,  as  I  was  appointed  Contractor 
for  the  County  of  Berka :  But,  as  I  apprehend  that  I  am  not  to 
appropriate  any  of  the  State  Money  which  I  have  already  rec'  from 
Councils  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  Flesh  or  Liquor  for  this  Post, 
but  to  purchase  Flour  &  Forage  only  for  the  Use  of  the  Army— ^ 
therefore  1  should  be  glad  to  know  who  is  to  furnish  me  with  Cash ; 
for  some  method  must  immediately  take  place,  as  this  Post  su&rs 
this  Moment  for  want  of  Provisions. 

I  wrote  to  Col.*Bilane  in  consequenee  of  his  dimsting  me  lo  furnish 
Provisions,  requesting  him  to  furnish  me  with  Cash,  but  I  have  red* 
none,  &  without  it,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  procure  Flesh. 
I  am  your  Ezoellencys 

moet  obedient  humble  Servant 

NICHOLAS  LUTZ,  • 

C*ofP»B.C^- 
Directed^ 

On  Public  Service, 

To  his  Szcellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esar.^  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsyla.,  Philad*. 


Sam'l  J.  Atlbb  to  Prb8.  Rved,  1780. 

Pequea,  July  24th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Your  obliging  Favor  of  the  19th*  came  safe  to  hand  this  day  by 
Mr.  Simon's  of  Lancaster,  in  which  yon  are  pleased  to  ezpran  yours 
nnd  Coundirs  aporobation  of  my  Conduct  in  the  providing  nnd 
forwarding  the  Volunteers  of  my  County. 

It  gives  me  real  Pleasure  to  meet  the  approbation  o/jfou  my  FrUni^ 
and  that  of  the  Supream  Councill  of  the  State,  and  flatter  myself 
this  shall  not  be  the  only  Instance  in  which  I  shall  merit  it 

Cap*  Hubloy  I  doubt  not  wouM  act  to  the  Satisfaction  of  Conneill, 
and  am  well  pleased  to  find  by  your  Ezoellenc/s  that  I  was  not 
mistaken. 

*  See  page  423. 
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I  akolTd  hBJm  been  able  to  have  gooe  amack  hxAw  into  dn 
fenmdiag.  Ike  Yoivateflra/hMl  h  not  haen  li>r  ike  ejLtnmigasit 
Bomntice  giTflo  bj  7<Mir  Citj  eod  aome  Ooontiea  ne^ertkeleaa  {. 
kopa  AmUj  Id  nake  «p  nj  Qaote,  wkeii  I  proauae  m^aelf  tka 
pleaflwre  of  fMyiog  si j  pmoMl  GoMplimenta  io  le  jonr  ezedlevoj 
and  OoiMiU  lill  when  1  oamot  leave  Ike  Gonnty. 

I  heve  baen  obliged  to  breek  Ikze'  mj  regmler  aialam  ia  Ike  kle 
delaoknoDl  leot  df  on  Sondaj  laat,  whiob  oonaiated  only  of  Nine, 
I  neiiker  Ihongki  il  proper  to  keep  Ikem  here  nnimployedy  nor  to  be 
al  Ike  expenoe  of^ekarging  an  Oftoei  witk  ao  fev.  Gi^  MeOlelland 
4»f  Ike  Lwe  kaa  promiaed  lo  have  an  Eye  iieqaently  open  tkeai| 
en  the  BMuek— -ao  ^al  I  kope  yenr  Bxeelknoy  Hill  leeeive  tkea. 
I  beg  aftyOofloplimenta  lo  6oaneill 

ft  believe  me  Sir  your  Exoellenoy^s 

most  Obd*  and  yery  humble  Scrv* 

SAM'L  J.  ATLIB. 

To  kie  fixeelkney  Joaepk  Beed,  fSaqidrey  PraaidenI  of  ^e  Slate 
of  PeuBi^i V Buia. 


CouvQiL  90  Sam.  Ltoii,  1780. 

In  OoBMil, 

PWladelphia,  July  24**,  1780. 

Herewith  you  will  receive  sundry  blank  returns  with  which  we 
expect  you  will  report  to  us  once  a  Month  wbat  progress  you  make 
in  the  important  business  intrusted  to  you,  noting  any  remarks 
which  may  occur.  We  must  entreat  you  to  double  your  exertions  in 
the  artieles  of  ^our  and  fbrage  which  will  soon  be  much  wanted.  And 
flour  bearing  now  a  settled  price  or  at  least  one  much  more  so  than 
formerly  we  hope  you  will  be  able  to  procure  a  considerable  quantity. 
The  Pniladelpbia  price  at  present  is  eighty  pounds  Continental 
Money  and  so  in  state  Money  at  the  race  of  sixty  for  one  which  you 
are  authorized  to  give  deducting  the  expence  of  transportation  to 
Philadelphia  market  thia  will  serve  therefore  not  only  as  a  rule  for  the 
price  of  the  article  but  of  the  Transportation.  We  find  ourselves  now 
constrained  to  deviate  from  the  direction  laid  down  formerly  of  not 
imprearing ;  the  quantities  of  articles  aaid  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  dis- 
affected are  too  considerable  and  their  obstinacy  «nd  perverseness  too 
nelortena  le4iIlow  oa  to  pursoe  this  line  of  conduct  and  more  especi- 
ally as  you  have  money  which  will  anawer  all  the  important  and  neoae- 
aary  purposes.  But  we  desire  yqu  to  conduct  it  with  as  much  modeia- 
'  tion  aa  ia  eonaiatent  iffth  a  firm  and  fkithfiil  discharge  of  your  duty 


440  ^  nSHNSTLVANlA  ABCSZYIS  1780l 

•■ad  ivoid  Willie WMry  expenMs  u  nnioh  m  poatiUe.  TM  Obm- 
miMee  of  Googren  st  Gftaip,  the  OeMntI,  the  Army  ftii4  in  short  every 
.one  eeeni^to  plaoe  greet  dependanee  on  oe  we  slmll  therefore  be  ez- 
oeediDgly  bkiMd  if  the  greet  opentione  now  im^  hand  efaonld  fail  by 
Mijdefineney  of  oiin.  The  Freiieh  fleet  and  foroee  areaetually  arrived 
to  co-operate  with  na  in  driving  the  enemy  ont  of  the  Goontry  and 
yon  niiiet  impreea  every  one  with  the  importance  of  the  oocaaion. 
The  State  money  has  got  into  very  general  and  easy  drenlation 
eepecially  since  it  became  receivable  in  Taxes  besidee  which  we  haiae 
also  some  conUbental  which  yen  may  have  if  yoo  are  of  opinion  it 
^wiU  faoilitste  yonr  business.  Yon  may  therefore  draw  vpon  ns  for 
Thirty  thousand  Pounds  which  we  will  punctually  answer.  The 
Gongress  having  by  their  Committee  at  Gamp  assigned  quotas  to 
the  respective  states,  we  have  aLio  quota'd  the  respective  Counties, 
and  must  call  upon  your  County  for  150  Barrells  of  Flour,  500 
Bushels  of  short  ferage,  500  Gallons  Whisky  ^  month,  150  Barrels 
of  FIbnr  to  be  forwaHed  to  Fort  Pitt  and  supplied  to  the  post  at 
Carlisle  in  due  proportions.  It  mi^ht  be  proper  for  yon  to  quota 
tfie  several  townships  if  yen  do  not  find  it  likely  thai  voluntary 
sellers  will  supply  you  fully.  In  ordering  the  TnmsporUtion  lie 
request  you  will  settle  the  matter  fully  with  Col.  David,  the  Trans- 
portation being  a  Hatter  of  Continental  Concem* 

The  Harvest  being  now  chiefly  got  in,  and  the  stock  of  the 
Country  to  be  computed  with  some  precision  we  desire  you  would  sa 
soon  as  possible  report  to  us  what  well  grounded  expectations  you 
have  of  rendering  the  supply  above  reqinred.  And  if,  (which  we 
hope  will  not  be  the  case)  yon  do  not  flnd  it  probable  to  com  pleat 
the  whole  to  inform  us  what  yon  can  furnish  with  as  much  certaia^ 
as  the  nature  of  the  thing  will  admit. 

Yon  may  remember  our  first  instructions  called  for  monthly 
Beturns,  we  have  yet  had  but  two  in  the  whole,  you  will  attend 
therefore  in  future  very  particularly  to  the  direction  first  given  of 
sending  the  Returns  once  in  two  weeks  as  it  is  of  great  importance 
to  know  what  iioccess  you  meet  with. 

'We  depend  very  much  on  your  care  and  attention  and  as  the 
Assembly  have  given  us  a  power  to  increase  the  allowance  for  yonr 
service  we  shall  use  it  for  your  benefit  according  to  the  services 
rendered. 

The  supply  of  Fort  Pitt   is  become  a  Matter  of  very  serious* 
Concern  k  we  hope  yon  will  fall  upon  proper  Measures  for  this 
Purpose  as  that  Post  is  of  sreat  importance  to  this  State  &  the 
Country  in  general.     You  wiU  let  us  hear  from  you  in  Answer  to 
'  this  as  soon  as  may  be  &  am 

Sir  Yonr  Obed.  Hbble  Secv* 

;     1780,  August  !•*.    To  Samuel  I^on,  Esquire  Com'  P*  Cumber- 
land County. 
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ClBOTJLAB   TO  CoifMISBtONBBS    OF   PtTBOHASSS,  1780* 

Ift  Coan^U, 

Pbiliid*,  Jolj  24%  1780. 
Sir, 

Horewitb  yon  will  (veoeite  aimdry  Blank  Retuins  with  whkh  w« 
•zpaot  joa  will  report  to  os  once  io  2  Weelu  what  Progreet  yoa 
mak*  in  the  inportaiit  BusineM  intmsted  to  yoU|  netiDg  any 
Remarks  which  may  occur.  We  most  entreat  yon  to  double  yonr 
SzerdonA  in  the  Artiolee  of  Flour  &  Forage  which  will:  aoon  be 
moeh  wanted.  And  Floar  haying  now  a  settled  Price  or  at  least  one 
mneh  more  io  than  Hormerly  we  hope  yon  will  be  able  to  forward  « 
teonnderabfe  Qnantity.  The  Pbilad*  Price  at  present  is  £80  Con- 
tinental money  &  so  in  State  Money  at  the  Rate  of  60  for  one  which 
Sa  «re  authorited  to  i^tc  dedncting  the  Expense  of  Tsaasportation  to 
Iliad,  or  tei  equal  IMstnnee,  k  bo  in  Proportion  to  the  Distance  he 
it  more  or  less,  this  will  serve  tberefore  not  only  as  a  Rnle  for  the 
Price  of  the  Article  but  of  the  Transportation.  ■  We  find .  onrselvee 
noweonstraincd  to  deviate  from  the  Direction  laid  down  formerly  of 
tiiot  Impressing;  the  Quantities  of  Articles  said,  to  be  in  the  Hands 
of  the  disaffected  are  too  considerable  4  their  Obstinacy  &  PcT'- 
▼ersness  too  notorious  to  allow  us  to  pursue  this  Line  of  Conduct 
&  more  especially  as  you  have  Mouey  which  will  answer  all  the 
important  and  necessary  Purposes.  But  we  desire  you  to  conduct 
it  with  as  much  moderation  as  is  consistent  with  a  firm  &  faithful! 
Discharge  of  your  Duty  &  avoid  unnecessary  Expense  as  much  us 
possiUe*  The  Committee  of  Congress  at  Camp,  the  General,  the 
.Army  &  in  short  every  one  seems  to  plaoe  great  Dependanee  on  us, 
we  shall  therefore  be  exceedingly  blamed  if  the  great  Operations 
now  in  Hat|d  should  fail  by  any  Deficiency  of  ours.  The  French 
Fleet  &  forces  are  actually  arrived  to  co-operate  with  us  in  driving 
the  Enemy  out  of  the  Country  &  you  must  impress  every  one  with 
the  Importance  of  the  Occasion.  The  Btatf  Money  has  got  into 
very  general  &  easy  Circulation  especially  since  it  became  Feceivable 
in  Taxes  besides  which  we  have  also  some  Continental  which  you 
may  have  if  you  are  of  Opinion  it  will  faciliute  your  Business. 
You  may  therefore  draw  upon  us  for  which  we  will  punctually 

answer.   The  Congress  having  by  their  Committee  at  Camp  assigned 
Quotas  to  the  respeetive  States  we  have  also  quota'd  the  respective 
•  Goonties  &  most  call  on  your  County  for 

It  might  be  proper  for  you  to  quota  the  several  Townships,  if  yon 
do  not  find  it  likely  that  voluntary  sellers  will  supply  you  fully..  In 
ordering  the  Transportation  we  request  you  will  setde  the  flatter 
filUy  with  the  Waggoners  &  give  them  explicit  &  plain  Directions 
what  to  do  &  where  to  deliver  their  Loading,  their  Subsbtaoce  &c., 
as  it  is  very  inconvenient  to  have  them  calling  upon  ua  on  these 


OoMaioDS  and  distreasiDg  to  them.  We  think  it  beat  if  poesible 
for  joa  to  agree  with  them  bjihe  Barrell  aad  Boehel  tobedelitered 
b  bear  their  own  Ezpenaea. 

The  Harreat  being  now  ehMy  got  jn  &  the  Stoek  of  the  Coimtry 
to. be  eomputod  with  aome  Preciaion  we  deaire  yon  would  aa  aoon  aa 
poaaible  report  to  oa  what  well  grounded  Expeetationa  you  have  af 
iwnderiag  the  aupply  above  required.  Aad  U,  (whioh  we  hope  will 
not  be  the  Case)  ycm  do  not  find  it  poaaihU  to  eompleat  the  whole 
to  inform  ua  what  you  eau  fnmiah,  with  aa  mooh  Ueitaintjr  aa  tha 
Nature  of  the  Thing  will  admit. 

Ton  may  remember  our  firai  Instmotiona  ealled  Sot  m^uMj 
Betuma,  we  have  yel  had  but  two  in  the  wholc^  you  Will  therefore 
attend  in  future  very  particularly  to  the  Directioaa  f  rat  given  of 
aendiog  the  Retuma  onoe  in  two  Weekaaa  it  ia  of  great  ImpoiiMMe 
to  kuow  what  8ueoe«  yon  meet  with« 

We  depend  very  much  on  your  Care  &  Attentiaa  A  aa  the 
Aaaembly  have  gives  ua  a  Fbwer  toinereanB  the  AilowMiee  for  your 
aervioB  we  ahall  uae  it  ibr  your  Benefit  aoeosding  to  the  Servioaa 
rendered.    lamfiir. 

Your  Obed.  HbULa.  Senr. 
Indaned,  1780,  July  2^.    Tb  the  Ooan"  of  Purehaaea  «f  tlm 
aeveral  Countiea,  Cireular* 


Pbbs.  Rbbd  to  Board  of  Wae,  1780. 

frcn 'iiem  €ii| 

Aa  aoon  as  your  Letter  of  this  Morning*  wua  delivered  aa  we  aent 
to  H*.  Stiles  our  Commissary  for  an  aeeount  of  our  Stoek.  In- 
closed you  haVe  his  Report  whioh  is  much  less  than  our  Rxpeelatiom. 
We  wish  it  had  been  more  ample  as  we  should  with  Pleasure  have 
let  you  have  all  that  oould  be  spared  from  the  neeessary  lyefenee  of 
our  Forts  on  the  Rivgr.  This  Quantity  is  too  inoonsiderable  far  the 
Purposes  you  have  hinted  at,  &  it  would  be  too  haaardona  to  be 
intirely  without  ammunition  however  improbable  any  attack  mwy 
appear.  There  is  some  Musquit  Powder  in  Store  (private  property) 
which  we  suppose  might  be  procured  for  the  Cash  a  great  part 
belonging  to  some  Frenchmen  in  Town  but  as  to  Oedit,  ezperienee 
has  taught  us  that  the  Attempt  to  procure  on  Credit  even  from  our 
own^Merchante  seldom  succeeds  at  this  time  of  day  k  Money  we  have 
not,  but  if  the  Board  requeat  our  Aesistanoe  to  obtain  it  in  any  other 
Way  we  shall  be  as  ready  on  this  as  on  other  OoeattoBB  to  give  the 
Continental  officers  all  the  aid  of  the  State. 

I  am  Gkntlemen,  respeetfuUyi 

Your  Obed.  Hbble  ser. 

DirerlM?.— Council  Chambers,  July  26, 1780. 

*  See  page  484,  and  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  439. 
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Pkis*  Bud  to  Ool.  Ab«  Sktth^  LiHVf •  ot  OiGrxBi&i.Aiiii, 

1780. 

Bif, 

The  Vreiroli  Fleet  with  n  oontiderahle  Body  of  lA&d  Fopoes  being 
•etmlly  arri? ed  al  Rhode  leland  we  are  now  called  on  by  the  Oenem 
ft  CoogresB  to  give  them  effectual  &  ample  assietaDee  both  in  Men  & 
Supplies  in  order  to  strike  a  capital  Blow  &  bring  this  long  ft  tedioua 
nar  to  a  lavoiirabie  Issoe.  Having  promised  our  generous  ally  that 
her  Troops  will  be  joined  by  a  sufficient  Body  of  Men  here  for  the 
most  vlgorons  operations  ft  finding  that  the  Troops  belonging  to  this 
State  in  the  Gontinental  Armj"  ar^  fiiore  reduced  than  we  expected 
we  aie  obliged  to  oail  for  the  VoliintoeffB  raised  in  yoor  Oonnty  le 
join  the  main  army  or  draw  off  a  greater  Proportion  of  Militia  than 
•would  be  perhaps  convenient  or 'agreeable.  You  will  therefore  on 
Receipt  hereof  immediately  put  the  Volunteers  in  motion  for  this 
City  under  the  Care  of  suitable  officers  to  prevent  Desertion  ft 
procure  them  necessaries  on  the  Bead  and  also  call  upon  three 
classes  of  the  Militia  to  bo  in  Readiness  for  actual  service  and  to 
march  at  a  Moments  Warning.  Two  Classes  are  destined  in  Con- 
Junetion  with  the  Militia  from  the  counties  to  form  a  Corps  of  4000  Hen 
under  the  Command  of  the  President  of  the  State  to  assist  in  the  opera- 
tions of  the  main  Army.  The  third  Class  to  go  to  the  Relief  of  the 
Frontiers  in  Lieu  of  the  Volunteers  intended.  As  we  hope  this  Year 
If  properly  improved  by  us  will  put  an  end  to  the  War  we  flatter  our- 
Helves  the  good  People  of  your  County  bein^  perswaded  we  can  have 
no  object  in  View  but  the  general  Good  will  readily  conform  to  our 
Directions  both  in  Respect  to  the  Volunteers  ft  the  Militia  as  we 
have  promised  the  General  our  fullest  Exertions  and  Disappointment 
will  be  attended  with  the  greatest  Disgrace  ft  Injury  to  the  Common 
Cause  as  well  as  this  State  in  particular.  On  this  occasion  we  hope 
you  ft' the  Sub-Lieutenants  will  exert  yourselves,  remove  any  dis- 
contents explain  the  great  Necessity  ft  Policy  of  co-operating  effec- 
tually with  our  Allies  as  the  best  Means  to  relieve  themselves  from 
heavy  Expenses  ft  Burthens  ft  bring  the  War  to  the  happy  ft  favour- 
able Issue  we  have  been  long  contending  for. 

We  depend  much  on  your  Zeal  ft  Activity  at  this  important  Crisis 
ft  after  mentioning  that  all  both  Volunteers  ft  Militia  will  do  well  to 
equip  themselves  as  completely  as  possible  especially  in  Blankets 
which  are  not  to  be  had  here.    I  remain  Sir, 

Tour  Obed  ft  very 
Humble  Ser. 

JOS.  RfiED,  Presid. 

P.  B.  As  we  are  seni^ible  that  the  Apprehensions  of  the  Indiana 
iriU  be  a  Difficulty  with  the  People  in  some  Parts  of  yonr  County  to 
eome  forward  we  have  thongbt  it  best  to  leave  it  in  your  Diseretioii 
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to  relax  some  part  of  the  within  order  so  far  aa  not  to  call  npon  the 
^eopk  orer  the  North  Mountain  fbr  VolttnteMV  or  Militia  if  it  gi?e» 
too  great  Uneaainees  but  in  thia  Oaae  we  maat  depend  npon  the 
others  coming  forward  so  aa  to  make  np  850  Militia  &  all  the  Yolnn- 
teers  except  those  raised  in  these  Parts.  But  it  is  certain  that  th* 
•irae  Mode  to  relicTe  the  Frontiers  is  to  drire  the  Bfitiah  out  of  the 
Gonntry  we  shall  then  have  Peace  on  our  Borden  aa  well  as  th^ 
interionr  Coontrj  &  sea  Coaat. 
Ifutaned, 

Jnly  25, 1780.    To  Colonel  Abraham  Smith  Lieutenaiift'of  Cum- 
berland County. 


Pebs,  Rkbd  to  Col.  Wm.  Scott,  Libutkhant  of  Tork 
County,  1780. 

To  Col.  W.  Scott,  lieutenant  of  York : 
Sir, 

When  I  last  wrote  you  as  Lieut,  of  the  County,  out  of  Affection 
to  the  good  People  of  the  Frontiers — whose  exposed  Condition  excited 
our  tenderest  Concern — we  directed  the  Volunteers  raised  in  your 
County  to  proceed  immediately  to  that  Country.  Since  that  Time, 
the  French  Fleet  is  arrived  with  a  powerful  Succour  &  sanguine 
.Expectations  of  putting  an  End  to  the  War  by  the  most  vigorous 
Exertions;  for  this  End,  Congress  have  engaged  to  join  them  with 
a  powerful  Body  of  Troops,  &  we  are  called  on  by  the  General.  & 
.Congress  to  fill  up  our  Continental  Battalions,  which  are  very  much 
reduced  by  Deaths  &  other  Casualties.  We  are  therefore  indis- 
pensably obliged  to  countermand  those  Orders,  &  direct  the  Vol- 
unteers to  march  immediately  to  this  City  under  the  Care  of  discreet 
&  prudent  Officers,  who  will  keep  them  collected,  &  bring  them  in 
good  Order,  in  two  or  three  Parties,  as  may  be  most  convenient  $ 
agreeable.  The  Quarter  Masters  &  Commissaries  on  the  Road  have 
Orders  to  supply  them  with  what  is  needful.  Lancaster -County  has 
set  a  very  good  Example  in  this  Respect,  having  sent  exceeding 
good  Men  &  in  good  Order.  They  will  do  well  to  come  provided  with 
Cloathing  as  much  as  possible,  &  especially  Blankets,  there  being 
none  to  be  procured  here  for  Money. — The  State  has  also  been  called 
npon  for  40 JO  Militia,  to  form  a  Corps  to  act  with  the  main  Army; 
these  will  be  commanded  by  the  President  of  the  Sute,  who  will  take 
the  Field  as  soon  as  the  Men  are  ready  &  General  Washington  orders 
their  March.  Your  Quota  will  be  850  Men,  exclusive  of  Officers — 
for  which  End  you  will  immediately  call  upon  three  Classes;  or  if 
the  J  should  not  fumi^  that  Number  of  marching  Men,  you  must 
proceed  to  a  fourth  Class.  Ton  will  have  them  properly  arranged, 
.  their  Officers  fixed,  their  Equipments  as  complete  as  possible,  &  hold 
,  themselves  in  actual  Readiness  to  march  at  a  Momenta  Warning. 
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By  the  15  Angnst,  we  have  no  Doubt,  tfaej  will  be  required  to  be  at 
the  RendesTons  on  the  Banks  of  the  Delaware',  so  that  you  will  see 
BO  Time  is  to  be  lost  Every  Man  who  brings  his  own  Arms,  will 
be  allowed  one  hard  Dollar,  or  60  Oontinenial  Dollars,  for  the  Use 
o#  it.  We  beg  the  Number  of  Officers  may  not  be  out  of  Proportion 
to  the  Men,  as  it  is  attended  with  many  Inoonvenienees.  We  hope 
OB  this  important  &  eritieal  Oocasion,  every  one  will  feel  the  Neees- 
sity  &  Polioy  of  making  a  grand  Effort  to  relieve  ourselves  from  a 
eroel  Enemy,  whieh  has  so  long  kept  us  in  Distress  &  Confusion ; 
and  as  the  Militia  of  your  County  on  some  former  Oecasion  did  not 
answer  the  Ezpeetation  of  the  Government  &  their  Friends,  by  turning 
out  as  they  should  have  done— we  flatter  ourselves  they  will  seise 
this  Opp>^  of  retrieving  the  Honour  of  the  County,  ft  imitating  the 
Militia  of  Jersey,  whose  late  Conduet  has  gained  them  immortal 
Honour. — We  have  only  to  add,  that  all  the  other  States  are  exert- 
ing themselves  to  the  utmost,  ft  that  if  we  are  deficient,  we  have 
Enemies  enough  to  our  Government,  as  well  as  to  the  general  Cause, 
to  proclaim  our  Weakness  ft  Negligence  ft  triumph  in  it — Rouse  the 
Sub  Lieut*,  urge  the  Field  Officere,'ft  impress  every  one  with  a  due 
Sense  of  their  Duty  ft  Interest — every  Thing  depends  on  it.  We 
rely  much  on  your  Zeal,  Care  ft  Punctuality,  ft  request  you  would 
keep  us  informed  how  Things  go  with  yon.  Yoti  will  be  supported 
in  all  vigorous  Measures  on  such  an  Occasion. 
I  am^  Sir; 

Tour  Obed.  ft  very  Hbbl.  Servt. 
Indor»ed, 
July  25, 1780. 


Oi&cuLAB  TO  WAaooN  Masthrb,  1780« 

Boyd  Esq.  Waggon  Master  Cheater  Coantj. 
Sir, 

In  Consequence  of  a  moot  urgent  Demand  from  his  Ezcelly.  Gen. 
Washington  we  on  the  21  June  passed  a  Resolution  for  Calling  out 
a  number  of  Teams  from  this  state  allotting  only  to  your  County 
The  Number  seemed  so  small  compared  with  its  Extent  ft  ability, 
that  we  hoped  it  would  have  been  immediately  complied  with.  This 
Demand  has  been  again  repeated  to  us,  ft  we  must  in  the  most 
urgent  manner  intreat  yon  to  enable  us  to  complv  with  it.  The 
French  Fleet  ft  Forces  are  now  actually  arrived,  our  Nation  is 
under  the  most  solemn  Engagement  to  supply  them  with  a  number 
(tf  articles  necessary  to  effect  the  great  Purpose  of  relieving  us  ft-om 
a  cruel  Enemy,  ft  a  distressing  War,  among  other  articles  Waggone 
ft  Horses  stand  as  foremost  ft  essential,  they  are  in  the  County  ft 
they  must  be  had  in  some*way  or  other.  We  know  Diffieulties  are 
'great  ft  that  you  have  met  with  too  many  in  the  KxeeuUon  of  your 
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Offioe,  but  itill  the  pabliek  Baaines  must  be  done  bj  ifaose  wb«  artf 
fittest,  k  that  a  Change  ef  hands  in  this  Jnnotare  would  bs  niinous. 
We  have  fixed  the  Proportion  of  your  Connty  u  low  as  possibUr 
when  we  a^in  renew  our  CiJl  upon  you  for  50  Waggons  (inoluding 
those  yon  may  have  furnished  already.)  We  would  wish  you  to 
proonre  them  or  to  Hire  if  you  ean  &  for  this  Purpose  authorise  yo» 
to  offer  ^  Day,  specie  or  the  fizohange  at  fiO.-!— If  yon  oan- 

not  prooure  them  in  this  Way  the  Waggon  Law  must  be  exeeuted 
&  Teams,  (let  them  belong  to  whom  they  will,)  must  come  out.  If 
it  is  not  possible  to  prooure  so  many  made  up  Teams  in  the  County 
which  we  cannot  suppose  to  be  the  Case  a  general  Impress  of 
Waggons,  Horses,  &  Gers  must  take  Place  conformable  to  our. 
Besolution  of  the  21  ult. — Gen«  Washington  &  Congress  have  aho 
called  upon  us  for  a  Number  of  Horses,  of  which  the  Quota  of 
your  County  is  BOO  By  assigning  to  each  Township  according  to  it* 
ability  &  Elztent  a  limited  number  which  with  proper  Careik  advice 
we  hope  may  be  done,  we  imagine  you  may  collect  this  number  with'- 
out  losing  the  Time  that  would  be  spent  in  the  usual  Couqk  of  mere 
voluntary  purchases,  when  the  Horses  are  procured,  we  would  have 
two  Freeholders  appraise  them  in  specie  to  be  paid  accordingly  or 
in  Continental  at  the  Exchange  of  60  for  one,  on  oath  or  affirmation 
of  two  respectable  freeholders,  &  when  collected  by  you  they  must 
be  branded  with  the  Letters  U>  S.  P.  yon  will  then  give  each  Person, 
furnishing  a  Horse  an  acknowledgment  ^for  which  we  send  vou 
blank  forms)  under  your  Hand  &  make  a  Report  to  us  of  the  Number, 
&  Prices,  &  Persons  of  whom  bought  in  order  that  Measures,  may  be 
taken  to  satisfy  the  owners.  If  there  are  any  Justices  of  th^  Peace 
in  your  Township  we  would  hsve  you  apply  to  them,  if  no  Justice 
to  the  principal  Civil  officer,  inform  them  of  the  Nature  ft  Necessity 
of  the  Service  ft  the  Number  required  from  the  Township,  ft  require 
his  assistance,  if  no  Person  offet  Horses  or  if  the  Nunmr  required 
are  not  offered  you  must  impress  beginning  with  those  persons  who 
have  act  taken  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  allegiance  to  the  state  it 
being  highly  reasonable  that  in  Case  of  Emergence  their  Property 
should  l^  first  taken  for  the  pabliok  Service  but  in  every  Case  the 
Horses  to  be  branded  ft  appraised  before  you  deliver  them.  If  there 
is  any  Dept.  Quarter  Master  in  the  County  you  will  deliver  the 
Horses  to  him  making  out  a  List  of  the  Persons  from  whom  taketti 
a  short  Description  of  Horse  ft  Price  given,  ft  taking  his  Receipt  for 
the  Horses  as  delivered,  of  which  you  will  send  a  Copy  to  us  as  soon 
as  may  be.  Your  allowance  for  this  Service  will  be  Ten  Shillings 
specie  or  the  Exchange  at  60  for  one,  for  every  good  Draught  or 
Saddle  Hone  delivered  by  you  agreeable  to  these  Directions  besides 
the  Charges  of  assistants,  Ptoture,  driving,  ft«,  of  which  you  will 
sender  a  particular  account  ft  they  will  be  paid  on  your  order,  Bui 
we  beg  you  to  employ  none  but  Persons  of  good  Charscter  as  Hones 
are  an  article  of  great  ft  frequent  Imposition. 
Jkd€r$8dr-^ulj  26, 1780. 

The  like  to  Lancasteri  to  Berks,  ft  Northampton. 
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PjiiB*  Rbsd  to  Waooit  Mastbr,  Ouhbe&lakd  Couktv^ 

1780. 

Waggon  master  Gomberland  Oounty. 
Sir, 

The  mnriTal  of  the  Freooh  Fleet  with  a  powerful  Body  of  Troopi 
to  co-operate  with  lis  ia  driving  our  cruel  Euemies  out  of  the  Coantry  j 
the  happy  Proepcct  we  have  of  so  doing  if  our  Ezerttona  are  oorre»i 
pendent,  have  induced  Gen.  WashingtoB  ft  the  Congress  to  Gall 
upon  us  for  a  number  of  Waggons  k  Horses,  the  same  Motives  must 
nrge  us  to  comply  with  this  Order  to  the  utmost  Extent  in  our 
Povrer  as  essentially  necessary  to  answer  the  great  Objects  in  View. 
Euowing  the  many  Difficulties  you  have  to  struggle  with,  wc  have 
set  the  Quota  of  your  County  as  moderate  as  possible  which  we  also 
hope  will  be  a  powerful  Inducement  to  you  to  exert  yourself  to 
answer  the  Demand  quickly  &  effectually,  You  will  therefore  on 
Receipt  hereof  fSrnish  us  with  25  Waggons  four  Horses  in  each 
well  equipped  for  service,  ft  Three  hundred  Horses.  If  you  can  en- 
gage the  Waggons  on  Hire  it  will  be  best,  ft  we  authorize  you  to 
offer  them  30t.  specie  ^  Day^  or  the  Exchange  in  Continental  at  60 
fyr  one.  The  Horses  you  must  purchase  on  the  best  Terms  yon  ban 
ft  as  the  Nvmber  will  be  too  considerable  for  yon  to  oollect  them  isr 
khe  oomsK^n  mode  ifr  a  reasonable  Timei,  we  do  in  Conseqnence  of  the 
Ji^hyviso  vested  in  ns  by  the  Hon.  Assembly  for  this  Snd  direct  yoa 
to  quota  them  on  the  Townships,  calling  on  each  Township 
according  to  its  Ability  by  writing  to  the  Justices  of  the  Townships 
if  any,  ftr  if  not  to  the  next  civil  Officer  for  a  certain  Number  for 
which  yon  will  give  Certificates  to  the  Individuals  who  furnish  them 
ascertaining  Price  by  the  appraisement  on  oath  of  two  disinterested 
Free  holders,  soeh  Appraisement  to  be  made  in  Specfe,  ft  for  Pay- 
ment of  which  we  will  endeavour  to  supply  you  with  the  Means  in 
Spsoie  or  Sxohange  of  60  for  one  as  soon  as  Circumstance  will  admit. 
All  Horses  when  purchased  are  to  be  branded  as  soon  as  pdesible  on 
eaeh  shoulder,  ft  Bntto^^  with  the  letters  U.  8.  P.  as  they  come  in 
TOO  will  diKverthem  to  the  Dep.  Qu.  Master  of  the  County  taking* 
Ais  Receipt  for  every  Horse,  mentioning  the  Price  given.  If  the* 
Waggons  cannot  be  proonred  by  voluntary  Hire  yon  must  then  pro^ 
eoed  agreeable  to  the  Wagffon  Law,  ordering  them  out  in  the  usual 
if  ode  as  heretofore  praoti^.  If  the  Horses  cannot  be  procured  by 
immediate  Purchase  or  in  the  Manner  we  have  mentioned  above 
they  mast  be  impressed  as  they  must  be  had  at  all  Events,  ft  yon 
mnst  ia  that  Case  call  for  the  aid  of  the  Officers  of  the  Militia,  ft 
here  a  due  Regard  to  those  good  Men  whose  Disposition  ft  Judge* 
ment  led  theo^  to  join  their  Country  will  direct  yon  ft  those  under 
your  Direction  in  the  first  Place  to  take  in  each  Township  from  those 
of  a  different  OhanMrter  ft  who  are  distingttiaJMd  by  not  having  taken 
the  Oath  or-  IfirmatiOD  of  AUegianoa  to  the  State  as  most  of  these 
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have  in  a  great  Degree  exempted  themselves  from  the  Burthens  of 
the  War  it  is  reasonable  that  in  Case  of  an  Exigence  &  an  Ineon* 
venienoe  to  be  suffered  they  should  beare  it  in  the  first  Instance. 
We  are  sensible  that  the  Duties  here  imposed  will  be  heavy  k  in 
some  Bespeots  disagreeable  but  we  hope  not  impracticable  as  we 
have  actually  made  an  Essay  in  this  City,  &  collected  a  number  of 
Horses.  Small  contingent  Ghargea  necessarily  attending  these  ser- 
vices we  shall  endeavour  to  supply  you  with  money  to  answer  thest 
&  depending  on  your  Exertioir&  Industry, 
I  remain  Sir, 

Your  obed.  Hbble  Ser. 

P.  8.  Yon  win  inform  us  frequently  of  your  Progress. 
Indorsed^ 

July  26  1780. 

The  like  to  York,  &  to  Bucks,  &  Philad.  County. 


BflSOLVB  07  CONeBBBS,  1780* 

In  Gongresn,  Philadelphia,  July  25, 1780. 
Besolved,  That  the  Supreme  Executive  of  the  Several  States, 
which  are  called  upon  to  furnish  waggons  for  the  service  of  tha 
United  Statea,  be  authorized  to  make  such  allowance  for  the  hire  of 
such  waggons,  as  they  shall  think  adeqnata,  untill  the  Depu^f 
Quarter  Masters  are  appointed  for  the  States  respectively. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 
CHA.  THOMSON,  Secy. 


Chbv.  db  la  Luzbbnb  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

PhihMlelphie  le  25  JaiUet  1780* 
Monsieur, 

Quelques  Desertenrs  hessois  sont  venue  me  demander  h  ^tr^ 
employ^  dans  l^Arm^  Fran^oise,  et  ils  m'ont  assure  que  plusieurs 
de  leurs  camarades  etoient  dispos^  k  prendre  le  memo  parti ;  il  me 
paroit  que  racceptation  de  leurs  offres  est  un  SClr  moyen  d'aJbiblir 
Fenneini  et  je  suis  dispose  k  les  fairs  passer  k  la  Diviaon  Fran* 
9oise;  mais  avant  de  prendre  ce  psrtt  j'ai  crii  devoir  consulter 
Yotre  Excellence  et  savoir  si  I'Etat  de  Pensylvanie  n'a  aucuno 
envie  de  les  engager  parceq^^  dans  ce  cas  je  les  renverrai  k  Yes 
Officiers  reoruteurs,  ainsi  que  tons  oeux  qui  pourront  se  presentee 
h  la  Suite. 
Je  suis  avec  un  respectueux  attaehement,  Monsieur, 
De  Yotre  Excellence, 

le  tr^  humble  et  tr^  ob6issant  Serviteur, 

LB  GHEY.  DE  LA  LUZEBNE. 
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Pbbs.  Bbbj>  to  Ohxtaubr  Db  xjl  Lumbitb^  1780. 

Sir, 

In  Answer  to  your  ExcelVys  Favour  thia  Day*  I  bave  the  Honor 
to  acquaint  you  that  the  enlisting  any  Deserters  in  the  Continental 
Army  being  expressly  contrary  to  the  Direction  of  the  Commander 
in  Chief;  the  Hessian  Desertersf  are  quite  at  Liberty  to  enter  into 
the  Service  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty  if  his  officers  approve  it. 
And  that  they  will,  in  that  Case,  receive  every  Encouragement  from 
US  so  to  do.'  ^ 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  great  Respect  &  Regard^ 
Your  EzceH'ys  most  obed. 
ft  veiy  H'bble  Servt. 

Jkdoned,—JvL\j  25, 1780. 


Pbb8.  Bbbb  to  Col.  Jacob  Mokqak,  D.  Q.  M.  G.,  1780. 

Sir, 

We  find  the  famishing  the  specifiok  Articles  required  by  Congress 
flfmn  this  State  so  arduous  ft  difficult  a  Business  that  it  is  impossible 
Cmt  us,  compatible  with  our  other  Duties  to  continue  our  Superin* 
tendance  in  the  Manner  we  have  done  some  Time  past,  ft  therefore 
have  come  to  a  Resolution  to  appoint  a  suitable,  capable  Person^ 
with  a  competent  Salary,  as  Superintendant  of  Purchases  in  this 
Stole.  And  upon  Consideration  of  a  suttoble  Character  find  no 
Person  so  acoeptoble  as  yourself.  I  am  authorised  to  request  you  to 
engage  in  it,  ft  take  the  whole  Direction  in  this  State,  for  which  we 
have  concluded  to  allow  £1000  1^  Ann.,  in  specie  or  the  Exchange. 
It  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  move  to  this  City,  or  at  least  to 
reside  here  yourself,  which  we  are  informed  you  had  in  Contempla- 
tion before.  You  will  please  to  give  as  your  Answer  as  soon  as 
possible,  ft  as  the  Business  is  of  great  Importooce  to  the  United 
States  in  genersl  ft  this  in  particuUr,  we  hope  you  will  not  decline 
it.  Ton  may  depend  on  being  supported  in  the  Office  with  our 
utmost  Weight  ft  Influence,  ft  that  aU  necessary  advances  of  Money 
will  be  made  you,  to  enable  you  to  discharge  the  Duties -vf  the  Office 
with  Base  ft  Credit  so*  far  as  our  Abilities  ft  Circumstances  will 
udmit. 

I  am,  Sir,  Your  Friend 

ft  Obed.,  H'bble  Servt., 

JOS.  REED. 

Indorsed,— Jnlj  26,  1780. 

Col.  Jacob  Morgan,  Reading,  Berks  County. 

*  See  preoedtng  page. 

t  See  Colon.  See.,  YoL  XII.,  p.  48S. 
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GflN.  Akthont  Watns  to  Pkbs.  BsBDy  1780. 

Tobwaj,  26th  Julj,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

Yoa  have  undoabtedly  heard  of  oar  toar  to  Bergeo,  bat  it  is  a 
dtttj  I  owe  to  yoa,  the  troops  I  Commanded  &  to  myself,  to  make 
you  acquainted  with  the  objects  of  that  expedition,  least  envy, 
Malice,  or  the  tongue  of  slander  should  attempt  to  misrepresent 
that  afiair. 

One  was  to  take  all  the  stock  out  of  Bergen  neck  to  prevent  the' 
Enemy  from  receiving  constant  supplies  from  the  Inhabitants  out  of 
that  Quarter,  and  in  case  of  a  siege  to  secure  to  our  own  use  those 
Cattle  that  they  would  Inevitably  carry  into  NeW  York,  another 
was  the  Destruction  of  a  poet  near  Bulla  ferry  oonasling  of  a  Bl6tik 
House,  surrounded  by  a  Strong  Stockade,  and  abbatis,  Garrisoned  by 
the  Refugees  &  a  wretched  banditti  of  Robbers  horse  thieves  &c. 
.  But  the  Gbnund  object  was  to  draw  the  amy  which  St.  Heofy. 
Clinton  brought  from  Charles  town  into  an  action  in  the  Defiles  of  the 
fountain  in  the  Vicinity  of  Fort  Lee,  where  we  expected  thett. 
to  Land  in  order  to  sncooar  the  refugees  poet,  and  to  e&deavonf  (6  cut 
off  our  retreat  to  the  laberty  pole,  k  New  Bridge,  the  appearant  objaofe 
to  them  was  great^  &  the  lure  had  like  to  take  the  wished  effeet 
three  thousand  men  Consisting  of  the  flour  of  the  British  aray 
were  Embarked  from  Phillip's,  and  stood  down  the  river  hovering 
off  the  Landing  near  Fort  Lee,  whwe  th^  6th,  k  7th  Pennsy.  Regi^ 
menta  lay  ooncealed  with  directions  to  let  them  land  uomolested 
(giving  me  Intelligenee  of  the  attempt,)  &  then  to  meet  them  in  the 
(^rge  of  the  Defile  and  with  the  point  of  the  bayonet  to  dispute  the 
pasa  at  every  expenee  of  blood,  untill  the  arrival  of  the  first  A 
Second  Peansy.  Brigades  when  we  ahoald  pat  them  between  tkre« 
aueh  firea  as  no  hunsan  fortitude  would  withstand,  and  I  may  now 
with  safety  mention  that  it  waa  also  designed  to  divert  their  attMlioa 
from  a  Meditated  attempt  upon  Rhode  Island,  by  a  Combined  attack 
by  Land  k  Water  on  the  French  fleet  k  Army  in  that  place,  this 
has  had  the  effect,  by  retarding  them  four  days  after  they  had 
actually  Embarked  upwards  of  six  thousand  men  for  that  very 
purpose  it  will  therefore  be  too  late  to  attempt  any  thing  at  thm 
period  ai  the  frepch  will  be  prepared  against  it. 

Inclosed  is  the  order  of  the  20th,  k  22nd  to  which  ft  to  thet 
General's  loiter  to  Congress  I  must  refer  yOu  for  the  particulars. 

I  always  bad  the  highest  Opinion  of  the  troops  but  my  most  san- 
guine wishes— fell  far  short  of  the  real  fortitude,  k  bravery,  which 
pervades  the  whole,  even^  the  new  recruits— -rushes  on  to  atorm 
aitho  not  the  object. 

I  have  it  in  Command  from  his  Excellency  to  Inform  you  that 

•  fi99  below. 
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the  vnffbnns  tit  ftll  Bloa  laoed  wiik  white,  he  therefore  wiebes  If 
ppenUe  to  have  aa  muoh  red  or  scarlet  sent  Immediately  on  as  will 
faoe  oar  Soldiers  Coats,  otherwise  the  officers  ft  men  will  appear  of 
different  Corps  the  Ikoeinffs  of  the  officers  Scarlet,  and  the  IBoldiert 
white,  the  other  states  will  be  in  their  proper  Uniforms,  it  being 
that  fixed  for  the  Eastern  States,  and  with  a  little  clay  may  be 
made  to  appear  as  buff,  which  is  the  faoeings  of  New  York  &  Jersey 
States,  so  that  oar's  will  be  the  only  officers  whose  uniforms  will 
differ  from  their  Soldiers,  had  we  the  Cloth,  &  thread,  we  could  in 
four  days  alter  the  faoeings  for  the  whole  line,  it  is  the  Generala 
Intention  to  Clothe  them  lUl  new  before  they  meet  the  troops  of 
France. 

Interim  beMeve  me  with  singular  Esteem, 

^    your  most  obt  Humbl.  Serrt. 

ANTr.  WAYNE. 
His  SzcelleDoy  Jos.  Reed  Esqr. 


Orbbbs  of  Gbn.  Waynb,  1780. 

After  orders,  New  Bridge,  July  21-*,  1780. 

A  Field  Officer,  with  two  Captains,  or  one  hundred  rank  &  file 
properly  officered,  to  take  post  at  this  place,  which  if  attacked  in  the 
absence  of  the  Division,  must  be  defended  to  the  last  extremity. 

The  6*^  regiment  will  advance  to  the  look  out,  immediately  oppo- 
site Spokendevill  creek,  or  King^s  Bridge — ^The  7^  to  Fort  Lee,  in 
order  to  observe  the  motions  of  the  Enemy  on  York  Island.  The 
officers  and  men  will  secrete  themselves,  so  as  not  to  be  observed  from 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  Lieut.  Col.  Har.mer  will  leave  a  Capt. 
k  forty  men  overlookiog  the  landing  place,  in  order  to  defend  that 
Defile;  whilst  he  with  the  remainder  advances  along  the  summit  of 
the  mountain  about  one  mile  lower  down,  between  that  &  Fort  Lee, 
BO  as  to  be  In  a  position  to  move  to  either  point,  in  case  the  enemy 
attempt  a  landing;  but  the  Captain's  command  must  continue  in 
the  post  assigned  it  at  all  events — Patrols  to  pass  continually  between 
these  posts  &  up  the  river.  Should  the  commanding  Officer  observe  the 
enemy  embarking,  they  are  to  send  immediately  notice  to  General 
Wayne,  towards  Bull's  Ferry,  &  to  make  every  possible  opposition 
when  the  enemy  begin  to  ascend  the  hill ;  &  as  the  situation  of  those 
regiments  will  admit  acting  in  conjunction  in  case  of  necessity,  the 
General  -has  the  fullest  confidence  that  they  will  maintain  the  post 
ftssigned  them,  &  at  the  point  of  the  Bayonet  meet  the  enemy  at  the 
gorge  of  the  Defile,  k  dispute  that  ground  at  every  eirpence  of  blood, 
nntilt  the  arrival  of  the  division,  when  they  may  be  assured  of  effectual 
Bupport,  k  in  all  human  probability,  of  a  glorious  victory.  General 
Irwine,  with  the  remainder  of  his  Brigade,  will  move  by  Fort  Lee 
on  the  Summit  of  the  mountain,  for  Boll's  ferry,  k  endeavour  to 
atrodttoe  aeufBoient  number  qf  men  between  the  block  house  k  the 
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river,  if  praetioable,  so  as  (o  ptsvenl  the  jretrcat  of  the  garrison ; 
grc>at  oaatioD  must  Bo  observed  io  ibis  route,  least  tbe  troops  may 
Be  drawn  into  an  ambosb — tbo'  if  it  should  be  the  ease,  the  Bayonet 
will  be  their  true  Resort,  which  tbej  will  use  with  a  oonfidenoe  of 
being  vigoronsljr  supported  by  the  first  Brigade's  moving  parallel 
with  them,  attended  by  Gol.  Moyland's  Horse  &  the  Artillery  along 
the  open  road.  General  Irwine  will  direct  a  chain  of  Flankers  to 
observe  the  advance  of  the  right  column,  the  situation  of  the  ground' 
being  favorable  for  it — if  he  makee  any  material  discovery,  be  will  be 
BO  obliging  as  to  communicate  it  as  soon  as  possible. 

A  Detachment  from  the  1*^  reg*  will  prevent  the  retreat  of  the  refu- 
gees towards  Paulcs  hook — whilst  this  is  performing,  the  artillery 
will  be  preparing  to  demolish  the  Block  houses — every  precaution 
will  be  used  to  guard  against  any  serious  consequences  from  up  the 
river ;  &  should  tbe  enemy  be  hardy  enough  to  attegipt  the  relief 
of  this  post  from  Fort  Washington,  it  may  add  never  fading  lauriels 
to  troops  which  have  always  stent  tbe  first  for  glory,  &  who  have  every 
thing  to  expect  from  victory — Nothing  to  dread  from  Disgrace ;  for 
altho'  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  command  success,  the  General  is 
well  assured  they  will  produce  a  conviction  to  the  world  that  they 
deserve  it. 

Division  Orders,  July  23',  1780. 
It  IS  with  infinite  pleasure  that  (jeneral  Wayne  acknowledges  to 
the  worthy  officers  &  soldiers  under  hisc  ommand  since  the  20*^  ins^i 
that  he  never  saw  more  true  fortitude  than  that  exhibited  on  the 
21**,  by  the  troops  immediately  at  the  point  of  action — such  was  the 
enthu:>iastic  bravery  of  all  ranks  of  officers  and  men,  that  the  1*^  reg*| 
no  longer  capable  of  constraint,  rushed  with  impetuosity  over  the 
Abattis  &  up  to  the  Stockades,  from  which  they  were  with  Difficulty 
withdrawn ;  the  contagion  spread  to  the  2' — but  by  the  united  efforts 
of  the  field  &  other  officers  of  each  reg*,  they  were  at  last  restrained. 
The  General  fortunately  would  not  admit  of  the  further  advance  of 
the  10^^ — &  the  situation  of  Gen*  Irwine's  &  the  other  troops,  pre* 
vented  them  from  experiencing  some  loss  of  men ;  as  the  same  gal- 
lant Spirit  pervaded  the  whole,  they  very  probably  would  have  shown 
the  same  eager  desire  for  close  action.  The  Block  house  was  only 
a  secondary  Object,  &  to  serve  as  a  lure  to  draw  the  enemy  across 
the  river,  i  afford  us  an  opportunity  of  deciding  the  fate  of  the  day 
in  the  defiles  through  which  they  might  pass  before  they  could  pos- 
sess the  strong  ground.  At  12  o^Clock,  the  affairs  assumed  a  pleasing 
aspect— By  intelligence  from  Closter  that  the  British  were  embark- 
ing at  Philips  &  falling  do^n  the  river  towards  Fort  Lee,  where  the 
6^  &  7*^  reg**  were  posted  with  orders  to  secrete  themselves,  and 
after  the  enemy  landed  to  meet  them  in  the  gorge  of  the  mountaiil 
&  dispute  the  pass  with  the  point  of  tbe  Bayonet  at  every  expenee 
of  blood,  untill  General  Irwine  with  the  2*  &  Colonel  Humpton  wUb 
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the  first  Brigades  would  anf^e  to  support  them.  So  that  there 
ought  to  be  DO  diffieqlty  in  gtring  up  a  soBall  object  lor  one  that  was 
capital.  Indeed,|had  the  artillery  been  of  sufficient  caliber,  the  brave 
officers  k  men  who  conducted  them  would  have  succeeded  in  the 
veduetion  of  the  block  house  by  a  constant  fire  of  more  than  0|ne 
lour,  within  the  medium  distance  of  60  yards,  &  not  be  under  the 
disagreeable  sensation  of  leaving  a  post  unreduced  behind  them,  this 
being  too  trifiing  an  affiiir  to  attend  to  any  longer,  when  a  more 
»mple  &  glorious  prospect  was  before  us ;  but  in  this  we  have  been 
disappointed,  as  the  enemy  prudently  chose  to  remain  in  a  less  hostile 
position  than  that  of  the  Jersey  shore. 

The  Geaefal  cannot  attempt  to  discriminate  between  officers, 
Reg*"  or  Corps,  who  with  equal  opportunity  would  have  acted  with 
eauftl  Fortitude— &  he  fondly  hopes  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant 
wnen  the  prowess  of  those  troops  will  be  acknowledged  by  the 
£!ar<yeaD  &  American  world. 

By  order  of  General  Wayne. 

B.  FISHBOURN,  A.  Camp. 


BoABD  OF  Wab  to   Prbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

War  Office,  July  26, 1780. 
Sir, 

We  are  called  on  by  his  Excellency,  General  Washington,  for  a 
large  quantity  of  sbot  &  shells  as  indispensably  necessary  in  the 
proposed  siege  of  New  York.  To  procure  them  in  time,  a  great 
number  of  furnaces  must  be  set  to  work.  We  have  in  this  city, 
materials  for  casting  many  tons,  &  there  is  an  air  furnace  convenient 
for  this  purpose,  now  standing  Idle ;  but  the  oWn^r  of  it,  a  M'  Nan- 
carrow,  being  a  quaker,  refuses  to  let  us  use  it,  if  any  instruments 
of  war  are  to  be  cast  at  it.*  As  it  will  be  of  great  importance  to  th^ 
public,  that  this  furnace  be  employed  on  the  present  occasion,  we 
request  your  Excellency  &  the  hon'ble  Council  will  give  the  neces- 
sary orders  for  putting  M'  Hodgon,  the  deputy  commissary  general 
of  military  stores,  in  possession  of  it.  The  board  would  have  choseA 
to  use  the  furnace  with  the  consent  of  the  owner ;  but  as  he  stiffly 
refused  to  yjeld  it,  we  hope  your  Excellency  &  the  hon'ble  Council 
will  think  with  us,  that  this  very  important  crisis  will  well  warrant 
the  exercise  of  the  authority  of  Government  to  obtain  it.  It  may  be 
proper  to  inform  you,  that  we  have  yet  to  procure  in  addition  to  the 
quantities  on  hand,  upwards  of  fifteen  hundred  tons  of  shot  &  shells 
— &  the  casting  the  latter  is  a  tedious  operation. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servants. 

In  behalf  and  by  order  of  the  board,. 
TIM.  PICKERING. 
Directed,— Ui»  ExceUency,  President  Reed.     (War  Office.) 
*  See  page  466. 
Vol.  Vra.— 20 
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ClKCOLAR  TO  OO.  LiBUTBNAKTS,  1780. 

fiir, 

The  Frenofa  Fleet  with  a  oonsiderble  Bodj  of  Land  Forces  being 
aetQftlly  arrived  at  Rhode  Island  we  are  dow  called  oo  by  the  Oen*  ft 
GoDgress  to  give  them  effectual  &  ample  Assistance  both  in  Mm  & 
Supplies  in  Order  to  strike  a  capital  Blow  ag*  the  Enemy  &  bring 
this  long  &  tedious  War  to  a  favorable  Issue.  Having  promised  our 
generous  Ally  that  her  Troops  would  be  joined  by  a  sufficient  Body 
of  Men  here  for  the  most  vigorons  Operations  &  finding  that  tha 
Troops  belonging  to  this  State  are  comparatively  weak  notwithstan- 
ding the  Recruits  latel^hrown  in— the  Gen*  has  demanded  a  Body 
of  4000  Militia  from  this  State  to  co-operate  with  the  main  Army. 
These  Troops  will  be  commanded  iby  the  President  of  the  State  & 
are  to  take  the  field  as  soon  as  the  general  Stat«  of  the  Army  and 
its  Forwardness  in  its  operations  requires  their  Aid. 

Yon  will  therefore  on  Receipt  hereof  immediately  call  for  Three 
Glasses  of  the  Militia  of  your  County  provided  they  amount  to  600 
Men,  exclusive  of  officers  if  not  you  are  to  proceed  to  a  fourth  that 
being  on  a  fair  calculation  the  Proportion  of  your  County — As  we 
hope  this  year  if  properly  improved  by  us  will  put  an  End  to  the 
War  we  flattter  ourselves  the  good  People  of  your  County  being 
persuaded  we  can  have  no  Object  in  View  but  the  publick  good  will 
yield  a  cheerful  Obedience  to  this  Resolution — Any  Failure  or  Dis- 
appointm^  will  be  attended  with  the  greatest  Disgrace  &  Injury  to 
the  Common  Cause  as  well  as  this  State  in  particular — And  we 
depend  much  on  your  Exertions  as  well  as  those  of  the  Sub  Lieute- 
naatt)  &  Officers  to  explain  Ihe  Necessity  &  Utility  of  co-operating 
effectually  with  oifr  Allies  as  the  best  &  most  certain  Means  of  re- 
lieving ourselves  from  the  present  heavy  Burthens  &  Expences,  & 
bringing  the  War  to  the  happy  &  favourable  Issue  we  have  been 
louff  contending  for.  We  hope  every  one  will  endeavour  to  come  as 
well  equipt  as  possible  the  War  having  almost  drained  ns  of  these 
Articles  here  &  especially  Blankets  &  Arms — Every  one  bringing 
his  own  Arms  &  Accoutrements  will  receive  one  hard  dollar  or  60 
Continental — You  will  please  to  put  every  Thing  immediately  in 
Motion  as  we  may  daily  expect  the  Generals  Orders  &  I  would  Wish 
to  be  in  such  a  Situation  as  to  give  immediate  Compliance.  It  has 
been  frequent  to  send  too  great  a  Proportion  of  Officers  on  former 
Occasions  which  we  mention  that  it  may  be  guarded  against  on  this 
— We  understand  some  of  the  Townships  in  the  upper  Part  of  the 
County  hesitate  furnisbing  the  Yolunteers  unless  they  can  direct 
their  March  when  they  think  proper  we  hope  this  is  a  Mistake  & 
must  request  you  would  see  Justice  done  the  other  Companies  in 
this  Rospect  fur  if  any  Companies  or  Townships  can  excuse  them- 
selves there  is  so  far  an  End  of  Authority  &  Injustice  to  those  who 
have   complied  with  the  Law—The  Regularity  &  Propriety  with 
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irhxoh  you  have  oondaoted  this  Borfnefls  hitherto  leaves  vs  do  Room 
to  doubt  you  will  oorreet  this  Bnor  if  well  founded,  &  send  them 
down  aa  the  others.  Should  Major  Wirta  in  the  Eseoution  of  hia 
Office  want  any  Assistance  from  the  Militia  we  hope  he  will  have 
your  Weight  &  Authority  in  his  Fayonr  ob  Applioation  as  much 
depends  on  getting  a  competent  Supply  from  this  State. 

I  am  Sir, 

Tour  Obed.  &  very 

Hbble  Servt. 
Ikdorsedf 
July  28,  1780. 


P&Hls.  Rbbd  to  Lt.  Robert  Smith,  1780. 

In  Council, 

Philad*,  July  28%  1780. 
Sir, 

The  French  Fleet  with  a  considerable  "body  of  land  Forces  being 
actually  arrived  at  Rhode  Island  we  are  now  called  on  by  the  Oen- 
oral  and  Congress  to  give  them  effectual  and  ample  assistance  both 
in  Men  and  Supplies  in  order  to  strike  a  Capital  blow  against  the 
Enemy  and  bring  this  long  and  tedious  War  to  a  favourable  issue. 
Having  promised  our  generous  Ally  that  his  troops  would  be  joined' 
by  a  sufficient  body  of  Men  here  for  the  most  vigorous  operations, 
af&d  finding  that  the  Troops  belonging  to  this  State  are  comparatively 
weak  notwithstanding  the  Recruits  lately  thrown  in — the  General 
has  demanded  a  body  of  four  thousand  Militia  from  thia  State  to  eo- 
operate  with  the  main  Army.  These  troops  will  be  oommanded  by 
the  President  of  the  State  and  to  take  the  field  immediately.  You 
will  therefore  on  receipt  hereof  immediately  call  for  three  Classes  of 
the  Militia  of  your  County  provided  they  amount  to  Two  hundred  & 
fifty  Men  ezolusire  of  Officers  if  not,  you  are  to  proceed  to  a  fourth 
that  being  on  a  fair  calculation  the  proportion  of  your  County.  As 
we  hope  (his  year  if  properly  improved  by  us,  will  put  an  end  to  the 
War  we  flatter  ourselves  the  good  People  of  your  County  being  per- 
suaded we  can  have  no  object  in  view  but  the  publick  good  will  yield 
a  cheerful  obedience  to  this  Resolution.  Any  failure  or  disappoint- 
ment may  be  attended  with  the  greatest  disgrace  and  injury  to  the 
Common  Cause  as  well  as  this  State  in  particular.  And  we  depend 
much  on  your  exertions  as  well  as  those  of  the  Sub  Lieutenants,  and 
Officers  to  explain  the  necessity  and  utility  of  co-operating  e£fectually 
with  our  allies  as  the  best  and  most  certain  means  of  relieving  our- 
selves from  the  present  heavy  burthens  and  expences  and  bringing 
the  War  to  the  happy  and  favourable  issue  we  have  been  long  con- 
tending for.  We  hope  every  one  will  endeavour  to  come  as  well 
•quipt  aa  possible — the  War  having  almost  drained  us  of  those  Arti- 
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oIm  here)  aad  eepeokUy  blankela  »ad  Arm««  Bvery  one  hnogiHii^ 
bis  own  Arme  and  ^Aaooairementft  will  receive  one  baid  delUur  or 
flisfj  doUMe  CcmtineQtal.  Zoa  wUi  pleaae  to  put  everj  thiog 
immediiUely  in  aiotioa  thai  we  may  Qompl  j  with  the  Greaecale  orders 
imnnediately.  It  htm  beea  freqoeiU  to  eend  too  ipreat  a  proportion 
of  Officers  on  former  oooaeioBs  whicki  we  iaei&ti<m  that  it  nay  be 
guarded  agaiost  on  this. 

It  has  been  observed  that  leas  Attention  has  been  paid  by  yonr 
County  to  furnishing  the  Volunteers  than  any  other  in  the  State. 
We  fear  you  have  not  sufficiently  attended  to  the  Importance  of  this 
Duty  as  we  cannot  suppose  the  Connty  would  not  exert  itself  if  the 
Officers  would  lead  the  Way.  It  is  unpleasant  torooppose  that  at 
so  critical  a  Season  any  Gentleman  in  Office  whose  Exertions  are 
important  would  omit  them — ^bnt  there  has  certainly  been  a  Defid- 
ency  in  yow  County  which  we  flal^tet  ourselyes  wUl  be  made  np-* 
The  General  &  Congress  impute  these  Fulures  to  us  but  we  cannot 
submit  to  the  Imputation  when  we  have  given  all  the  necessary 
OrdeiBi-^Xhe  Offioe  of  a  Lieutenant  of  a  County  is  too  important  al 
this  Period  not  to  engross  the  publick  Attention  &  we  entreat  yoa 
once  more  to  call  upon  the  Companies  to  famish  their  Hen — yoa 
must  insist  upon  it  &  let  me  entreat  you  to  consider  it  as  a  Buainesa 
which  caonot  be  neglected — You  will  also  I  hope  exert  yourself  in 
furnishing  your  Quota  of  the  Siilitia  as  above  ordered.  They  most 
be  at  Trenton  by  the  12^  Inst,  agreeable  to  GeiL  Washingtons  Let- 
ter which  for  your  information  is  as  follows — 

[Here  insert  that  part  of  the  Letter — ] 

It  wHl  be  a  moat  disgraoeM  Thing  to  the  State  h  mortifying  to 
me  to  £nd  a  TardiaeBS  or  Neglect  at  auofa  a  Time. — Yo«  nwy  asaiua' 
ibe  Men  that  every  thing  which  can  be  de«ie  for  their  GomiioKt  ahaU 
he  done.    Fny  inform  me  fireqnently  how  yon  proceed. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble  Seri. 

To  Robert  Smithy  Esquire^  Lieutenant  of  the  Co«nty  c€  Chester. 


Board  of  War  to  Prbs.  Rhbd,  1780. 

War  Office,  July  29, 1780. 
Sr» 

^  Mr.  Nanearrow'^  has  brought  ns  yonr  letter  of  yeelerday  rsspeeting- 
his  sir  furnaces ;  and  on  conversation  with  him  we  find  our  eoakHiif»' 
sary  will  not  be  opposed  in  taking  posession  of  them  when  we  are 
ready  to  set  them  to  work.  The  farther  interference  of  yonr  Ezo^*- 
Itno?  k  the  honourable  Council  will  therefore  not  be  neoeasary. 
We  bog  learo  t(f  express  onr  thanks  for  the  ready  atleatioa  yovr* 
•  See  page  458. 
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Bt^Mtinoj  k  the  Coonoil  mm  plaMed  to  give  to  o«r  lequeet  on  the 
iQbjeot,  and  are,  sir, 

with  the  greatest  respeel 

yonr  nu>ft  obedient  aeiranti 

In  behalf  k  hj  order  ef  j*  board, 

TIM.  PICKERING. 

To  His   Exoellenoy  Joseph   Reed,  Esqr.,  President  of   Peft- 
sylvania. 
•    War  Office. 


Majos  Hbkbt  Lbb,  Jun'b,  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Easton^  30th  Jolj,  1780. 
Bir, 

The  original  establishment  of  the  army  made  it  equally  honorable 
to  hold  commissions  in  the  sixteen  or  independant  regiments^  as  in 
gtate-regiments. 

Under  this  establishment  military  posts  have  been  accepted. 

Mnch  has  been  the  deficiency  in  emohiment,  &  much  the  defioi- 
encj  in  support  to  the  independant  corps.    It  has  hitherto  been 

rtkntly  borne  by  the  snfFerers,  becanse  of  the  wants  of  their  country, 
the  expectancy  of  releif  at  some  fnture  day. 

At  length  the  resolution  of  Congress  appeared,  directing  the  sub- 
jects of  each  state  soldiers  in  the  sixteen  regiment  to  be  considered 
as  part  of  the  quota  of  troops  from  their  respectiye  states,  &  to  be 
treated  with  perfect  equality.  Under  this  resolve  of  Congress  I 
have  heretofore  claimed  &  recerred  in  ooB»equence  of  the  claim  sup- 
plys  of  neoessarys  for  snoh  officers  &  soldiers  as  belong  to  the  State 
of  Penaylvaaia  in  my  corps.  I  now  beg  leave  to  present  my  claim 
to  my  proportion  of  levys.  It  is  my  opinion,  as  it  is  my  hope, 
that  your  Excellency  &  couacii  will  eo-incide  with  me  in  sentiment, 
that  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  me  an  order  for  the  possession  of 
twelve  of  the  new  levys,  or  that  you  will  allow  me  to  withdraw  the 
soldiers  now  in  my  corps  anbjoots  of  yo«T  siaie^  ft  to  throw  them 
into  the.  quota  of  some  other  people.  Be  assured  shr  there  is  no 
state,  whose  service  I  conceive  more  honorable  than  that  of  Penayl- 
vania,  &  that  the  above  request  proceeds  only  from  an  earnestneSB 
•to  ualEe  those  gentlemen  happy  whom  fortune  has  placed  under 
my  command,  by  provin|s  to  them  as  they  are  fully  entitled  to 
equal  attention  from  their  country  with  the  army  in  oommoni  so 
will  they  receive  on  application  what  is  given  to  others. 

I  cannot  but  assure  myself  of  succes,  when  I  review  the  grounds 
of  my  request;  ft  know  that  your  Excellency  will  not  mjure  my 
feelings,  the  honor  of  my  officers,  ft  the  fidelity  of  qiy  soldiers  so 
much  as  by  your  denial  to  deolaw  that  we  have  a  right  only  to  sup* 
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plj0  of  oonvenieaoe  ft  noi  to  8applj8  oreati vo  of  nulitery  : 
&  public  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  sir, 

with  the  most  perfect  reapeoi  ft  eateem 

jour  exoellenoy's  moet  ob.  h.  serv* 

HENBY  LfiBJnnr. 

Ha.  com.  W.  D. 
Direcied^ 
Public, 
To  Hifl  Exoenencj  Joaeph  Beed,  Baq^  Ooyemor  of  Penajlvanii. 


.    D.  Davis  to  Pbbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Beading,  80  July,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  haye  with  great  Dificultj  sent  to  Philad*  fourteen  Head  of 
Oattle  and  72  Sheep  which  were  delivered  to  a  Continental  Butcher 
for  the  want  of  a  Properrer  Person  as  no  Commissary  was  in  Town, 
T  have  Wrote  twice  to  your  Excellency  Concerning  of  Cash  but  have 
as  yet  received  no  Answer  which  lays  me  under  the  Necessity  of 
troubling  you  with  a  third  on  the  Same  Subject,  my  Ezpences  Col- 
lecting, Driving  ft  Pasture  &c.,  has  been  verj  Considerable,  a  great 
Part  of  which  I  was  obliged  to  Borrow  Promising  in  a  few  Days  to 
repay, 

I  must  therefore  once  more  beg  to  be  considered  with  a  Bemit- 
tance  to  Enable  me  to  pay  the  Necessary  Ezpences  I  have  already 
been  at,  as  my  Necessity  in  realy  great  ft  a  Compliance  will  ever  be 
Acknowledged — ^by 

Sir  your  Ezoellencys 

Hoa.  Obd«  humble  8erv« 

D.  DAVIS. 
Directed^ 

To  his  Bzcellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esq. 


STASEirsiirT  or  Pbbs.  Bbkd  to  Ookq&bbs,  1780. 

July  80, 1780. 
Sir, 

The  Nature,  Extent  ft  Variety  of  the  Information  requested  by 
Congress  on  the  17^  ft  23'  alt.,*  necessarily  demanded  some  Time 
to  oombine  ft  digeet  the  Materials  on  which  it  was  to  be  given,  leart 
w»  should  substitute  Conjectures  for  Facts  ft  Wishes  for  Bealities. 
We  have  endeavoured  to  comply  with  the  Beqnisition  in  the  best 
Manner  Circumstances  would  admit,  but  such  is  the  Extent  of  tho 

•  Bee  pagsa  88^^862. 
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•State,  80  numerous  &  varioas  the  PenoDs  to  be  consalted,  that  we 
hope  GoDgress  will  make  a  candid  Allowance  for  the  many  Difficul- 
ties arising  from  these  Ciroamstanoes,  as  well  as  the  Nature  of  our 
Ooyemments,  which  do  not  move  with  that  Celerity  &  Dispatch 
which  distinguish  Goyernments  more  simple  but  less  free.  We 
shall  not  on  wis  Occasion  trouble  Conmaa  with  dry  abstract  Acts 
of  Assembly,  or  load  their  Table  with  we  Copies  of  these  numerous 
Letters  &  Orders  wrote  &  giyen  in  Co-operation  with  their  Views 
bvt  give  a  short  &  succinct  Detail  under  each  Head  of  Requisition, 
as  partioolarly  stated,  reciting  each  Point  of  Inquiry  in  the  order 
requested.    And, 

First.  What  Measures  have  been  taken  by  this  State  to  complete 
their  respective  quotas  of  80  Battalions  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of 
9^  Maroh  ? 

.  Answ.  On  the  21*^  Fehr  the  AssemUy  of  this  Sute  passed  a 
Besoltttion  empowering  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  to  raise  four 
Companies  of  Volunteers,  each  consisting  of  three  Officers  &  66 
Bank  &  file,  to  serve  during  the  War  at  a  Bounty  of  200  Doll*  on 
InlistmS  a  complete  Suit  of  Cloaths  annually  during  Service,  ft 
200  Acres  of  Land  at  the  Expiration  of  the  War. 

These  Troops,  tho'  to  be  raised  with  a  View  of  defending  the 
Frontiers,  were  on  such  an  Establishment  as  to  be  applied  to  the 

Seneral  Defence  if  necessary.  Accordingly  Commissions  issued, 
loney  for  recruiting  was  forwarded  into  the  Country,  &  other 
necessary  steps  taken.— On  the  26<^  May,  in  the  succeeding  Session 
of  Assembly  a  Law  passed  for  draughting  two  Men  out  of  every 
Company  of  Militia  in  this  State  for  the  general  Defence,  to  serve 
till  the  15*^  January  next.  The  Number  of  Battalions  in  this  State 
is  76, — &  at  the  Establishment  of  8  Companies  to  a  Battalion,  it  is, 
or  shonkl  be  productive  of  1226  Men. — In  the  Execution  of  the 
first  Resolution  a  general  Reluctance  appeared  to  inlist  for  the  War, 
&  very  little  Success,  tho  Considerable  Expense  attended  our 
Attempts.  This,  we  presume,  was  the  Ground  on  which  the 
■Assembly  in  their  subsequent  Plan  of  raising  Men,  not  choosing  to 
haxard  the  Measure,  a  second  Time  adopted  that  of  a  temporary 
Inlistment. — ^On  the  I*'  Jui^e  the  Establishment  of  the  four  Com- 
panies was  altered  &  the  Bounty  reduced.  •  The  exact  State  of  these 
Companies,  they  being  chiefly  recruited  in  the  Frontier  Counties, 
we  have  not  been  able  precisely  to  ascertain,  but  have  Reason  to 
think  the  Alteration  palatable,  &  that  they  are  now  organised  & 
filled  so- as  to  become  an  efficient  Force,  but  the  Devastations  of  the 
fiavagas  have  been  such  &  the  Apprehensions  of  the  Frontiers  so 
great  that  nothing  less  than  the  most  indispensable  Necessity  would 
justify  their  Removal.  Though  we  think  ourselves  authorised  to 
atate  them  as  Part  of  our  efficient  Force,  as  their  Establishment 
would  warrant  their  being  called  on  in  Case  of  Emergency.  With 
^aspect  ^o  the  Draughts,  «8  soon  as  the  Law  received  its  last  Sanc- 
tion it  was  forwarded  into  the  Respective  Counties  with  the  vaxmt 
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cogent  Orders  (o  be  oMried  into  immediate  Ezeontiony  wHb  Instruc- 
tions as  to  Mode,  &  pointed  Cautions  ag*  taking  Deserters,  Prisoners, 
Boys,  Aged  or  infirm.-— The  greatest  Care  has  been  acoordingly 
taken,  &  those^  rejected  baye  b^n  sent  back  to  tbeir  Connties  to  In 
replaced.  In  abont  3  Weeks  tbey  began  to  come  in,  &  baye  been 
from  Time  to  Time  f<MrwBided  to  the  Camp ;  they  are  the  fifst  which 
bad  come  from  any  State,  &  mncb  approyed  by  the  Inspectors  for 
their  healthy  &  yonthfnl  Appearance.  The  Number  on  which  we 
count  as  reomitiog  the  Line  of  the  State  in  the  main  Army  by  this 
Bfeasnre  is  lOOjlT— the  state  of  the  Frontiers  not  admitting  oar 
drawing  the  natural  Strength  of  the  County  from  them,  tho  added 
to  the  8*^  &  the  Gferman  Regime  the  Residm  of  the  whole  Nnmber 
may  be  deemed  as  added  to  the  Line. — Some  of  these  baye  deserted 
on  their  Way  to  Camp  &  some  since  they  haye  got  there^  bnt  W6 
hope  as  the  Country  has  foand  it  yery  ezpendye  to  raise  them  they 
will  be  equally  actiye  in  detecting  &  apprehending  them.  As  soon 
as  this  Plan  was  so  fiir  executed  as  to  preyent  any  Competition  or 
Discontent  in  the  Militia,  we  began  yoluntary  Inlistment  for  the 
War  in  the  Interior  Counties  with  a  Bounty  in  Specie  on  a  Fund 
raised  by  the  publick  Spirited  Inhabitants — in  which  we  baye  had 
some  success — so  that  upon  the  whole  we  flatter  ourselyes  with  mak- 
ing Ap  the  Deficiency  in  our  Battalions  as  stated  by  the  Commands 
in  Chief  in  February  last  k  by  Baron  Steuben  in  May.<^We  also 
under  this  Head  beg  Leaye  to  add  that  as  the  Strength  of  an  Army 
does  not  depend  on  its  numbers  only  but  its  Appointments,  Con- 
Ifbrts  &  Satisfaction  with  the  Seryioe,  we  baye  the  Honour  to  infona 
Congress  that  in  Addition  to  the  Complete  ft  satis&otory  P^yiaioa 
made  by  the  Slate  last  Fall  for  eloathing  our  Officers  &  Men,  we 
baye  sent  to  Camp  this  Week  for  the  Priymtes  2000  ezcelleDt  Shirts 
k  as  many  Fair  of  Oreralls,  which  with  the  Qnanti^  supplied  early 
in  the  Spring  will,  we  hope,  furnish  every  dd  Soldier  with  a  eoss- 
fbrtable  Change  of  both. — ^Besides  which  we  supi^y  them  weekly 
with  one  Pint  of  Rum,  half  a  Pound  of  Sugar,  i»  Coffee,  1  oa.  Tea, 
f^  Tobacco,  &  1»  Hard  Soap,  &  the  Officers  in  like  Manner  aeooid- 
ing  to  their  Rank.— A  large  Supply  of  these  Articles  is  new  on  its 
Way  to  Camp.  Hence  we  reoeiye  frequent  Acknowledgments  of 
our  Attention  to  them,  &  have  Reason  to  belieye  that  Congress  baro 
not  more  brave  &  contented  Troops,  <«  more  Zealous  in  the  pnblick 
Cause  than  those  composing  the  Line  of  &  belonging  to  the  State  e€ 
Pennsylvania.  The*  last  Supply  of  Stores  was  issued  at  tba 
Rate  of  900  Rations  for  Officers  &  8500  Privates  with  Qm.  Wash- 
ington.—But  it  is  probable  there  may  be  some  IndulgeneisB  gntm 
in  the  Issues  to  supply  the  Deficiencies  of  Pay. 

The  next  Heads  of  Inquiry,  to  wit : 

L  What  Measures  have  been  taken  for  paying,  on  a  Reaehition  ef 
21  May,  the  Quota  of  45  Millions,  to  be  paid  by  the  I"«  Jan.  lastf 

2.  Circular  Letter  on  the  Nectasity  of  *paying  into  Ike  GoBtiM»- 
«al  TrMMuy  tba  MoBiea  eaUtd  te,  te  r 
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Zi  What  8t#p«  have  been  taken  for  coHecting  &  poying  the 
Monthly  Taxes  eaUed  for  by  a  Resolution  of  the  6lh  Oct.  last  ? 

These  Points  being  all  reducible  under  one  Oeneral  Head  of  In- 
lomationy  vii. :  In  what  Situation  are  the  Taxes  of  this  State  ? — 
We  shall  beg^  Leave  to  give  a  general  VIeir  of  the  whole  in  that 
«>Bfieeted  View. 

On  the  lOtb  October^  1779,  the  Assembly  passed  the  Law  for 
falsing  the  Quota  of  45  Millions — which  was  put  into  Ezecutioa 
with  as-mucb  Dispatch  as  the  Nature  of  the  Thing  would  admit — 
but  in  Consequence  of  the  Invasion  of  the  State  by  the  Enemy,  tlie 
great  Ghangeis  of  Property,  the  supposed  Defects  of  former  Returns, 
&  many  other  like  Oanses,  it  was  thought  necessary  to  nmke  out  a 
new  Valuation  of  Property,  &  that  upon  oath,  a  considerable  Time 
necesearilj  elapsed  before  the  Duplicates  could  be  given  to  the 
Collectors. — When  delivered  it  is  well  known  that  a  very  great 
Proportion  of  the  People  of  this  State  from  Disatfsfaction^  rml  or 
pretended  Scruples  of  Conscience,  &  various  other  Pretences  will 
•make  no  voluntary  Payments ;  of  course  legal  Campulsion  must  be 
need,  which  occasions  Doiay.  The  Depreciation  of  the  Money  having 
'«ko  reduced  the  Fines  for  Non  Acceptance  of  OSioe  or  Neglect  of 
Duty  to  a  very  Trifle,  till  lately  altered,  has  been  another  principal 
Souroe  of  Difficulties. — Many  others  have  necessarily  arisen  on  so 
great  a  Revolution  too  obvious  to  be  now  enumerated,  but  such  ais 
Time,  Ezperienee,  a  settled  government,  &  fixed  Currency  will,  we 
Irost,  remove.  On  the  25  November,  1779,  The  Assembly  passed 
the  Law  for  raising  the  Modfthly  Taxes,  grafting  that  Demand  on 
the  .preceding,^  directing  the  same  Assessment  &  valuation  to  serve; 
by  this  MeauH  many  of  the  Difficulties  before  mentioned  have  been 
elnded,  &  this  Aot  has  been  carried  into  Execu^n  with  xsonsiderable 
Dispatch,  three  of  the  Monthly  Taxes  having  been  paid  in  some 
Goanties.  But  as  we  presume  a  tedious  detail  of  particulars  is  not 
MO  much  sought  as  a  general  View  of  the  Subject,  we  shall  shortly 
.state  our  A<xM>Qat  of  Taxes  k  Payments  with  the  United  States,  an 
follows  : 

The  State  of  Pensylv*  in  Acc^  with  the  United  States. 
•    Dr.  .  Contra.  Cr. 

To  the  Amount  of  Debit ")        jv||.  By  Am*  of  Credit  stated  in 

stated  in  the  last  Ac<5»  V  ^o  jJoa  nnn  P.  Aec.,  5,145,800. 

from  the  Treasury,       3  iA»-^w,wi;.     g^  q^^^^    ^^   Congress 

since  rec*  &  paid,  470»- 
OOODolK 

By  Cash  p«  M'  Hopkin- 
son     to    be     sunk. 
239,600. 
Ballance. 

Of  the  Ballance  we  have  actnally  paid  on  Aco*  of  Congress  for 
Meat  iMrocuied  last  Spring  in  their  nreat  Exigence  three  MiUioM 

20* 
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of  DoHms  not  aarried  into  tbe  abo^e  Aeoonnt,  and  aa  to  the  Reaidae 
Gertifioatea  for  the  Debts  of  the  Quarter  Maater  CemmlBsary  Q^n> 
in  tbb  State  now  made  reoeivable  in  Taxes  agreeable  to^  Retolntion 
of  Congress  of  Maj,  &  of  whick  a  very  oonsiderable  Proportioii 
is  now  in  the  Hands  of  the  CoUeotors  &  Treasurer,  will  far  oTerbtl- 
lance  the  Quotas  of  this  State  as  demanded  bj  the  Besolutiooi 
above  recited  &  now  under  onr  Consideration. 

Third  Head  of  Inquiry. — ^What  Measures  taken  bj  this  State  to 
furnish  certain  specified  Articled  enumerated  in  the  Beeolutioaa  of 
Decern'  ll*"*  &  Feb^  6**  ? 

Answ.  On  the  23*  March  an  Act  passed  in  Conformity  to  thp 
Resolution  directing  the  Purchase  of  the  following  ArticleSi  via* : 

40,000  Barrells  of  Flour. 

200,000  Bushels  of  Indian  Com  or  short  Forage  equivalent 

1700  Tons  of  Hay. 

14,189  Bushels  of  Salt. 

24,423  Gall*  of  Bum.  '^ 

Commissioners  of  Purchases  were  immediately  appointed  in  suii- 
able  Parts  of  the  State,  &  in  the  same  Sessions  of  Assembly,  on  the 
25  March  an  Act  passed  to  strike  £100,000  in  Bills  of  Credit  for 
the  Purpose  of  procuring  these  Supplies.  These  Bills  had  a  Security 
never  given  on  any  former  Occasion,  visible  valuable  Landed  Pro- 
perty pledged  for  its  redemption  in  4  Years  with  Interest.  By 
various  Accidents  &  delays  tbe  Money  did  not  issue  from  the  Presa 
till  May. — ^But  in  the  mean  Time  divers  Purohasee  of  Forage  weie 
made  on  Credit,  &  the  publick  Horses  jHPeserved  from  perishing, 
great  Numbers  having  been  sent  in  from  other  States  to  this,  as  the 
Farmers  would  no  longer  keep  them  on  Credit  The  latter  End  of 
May  the  Commissioners  in  various  Parts  of  the  State  being  sapj^ietl 
with  Money  began  their  Purchases,  but  found  a  Beluctance  to  take 
their  Money,  particularly  in  tbe  City  of  Philad.  &  County  of  Laii- 
oaater  for  which  two  Causes  have  been  assigned.  Tbe  First  is  the 
£h.ook  which  Paper  Money  has  received  by  the  genenl  Depreciatioii, 
&  secondly  the  unhappy  Differences  with  Bespect  to  the  Foirm  A 
Adminb*  of  Goverm*  in  this  State.  Publick  Credit  is  of  so  delicate  a 
Nature  as  to  be  easily  injured  by  an  Influence  &  Weight  much  lesa 
considerable  than  that  in  question.  Some  measures  were  taken  to 
obviate  the  Danger  by  engaging^  Number  of  Persons  of  Commercial 
Credit  &  Consequence  to  take  it,  A  they  accordingly  agreed  so  to  do, 
l>ut  DLiappointment  has  still  followed,  as  this  Engagement  has  not 
b  jen  punctually  A  honourably  adhered  to  in  all  Respects  even  after  it 
had  obtained  a  free  Circulation  elsewhere.  We  lament  it  as  a  source 
iiot  only  of  much  Embarrassment,  but  as  it  has  contracted  St 
enfeebled  our  Powers  to  collect  those  Supplies  so  indispensably 
necessary  for  tbe  Common  Cause.  A  very  large  Sale  of  forfeited 
Estates  A  the  Division  of  Monies  raised  for  a  special  Purpose  has  in 
KKoe  degree  supplied  the  DeficioBoy,  but  we  feel  the  Disappointinent 
^ry  sensibly^  A  are  not  without  Approhcn8io&.  that  it  will  be  gene- 
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fftHj  Mi  in  the  gKfti  rabliiak  Bcale.--Oii  the  17«^  A]^H1  mr  received 
from  the  Gommrader  m  Chief  hie  Bireotioii  in  the  Dislrihytios  of 
these  SojipHes  as  followe- 

See  mimtfee  17th  April  last 

(Here  insert  the  Oeneral'e  DMrihnHon.*) 

To  which  we  endeavoured  to  conform,  &  have  since  supplied  the 
:imrtens  Poets  within  the  Oowitry  with  the  Artieles  required  as  ^  as 
Circumstances  will  permit.  It  is  not  possible  to  state  with  acearats 
Precision  the  PurchaseS|  as  many  of  the  Commissioners  hare  never 
made  Returns. — ^Thoae  of  Phiiad.,  Lancaster^  Bucks,  Northampten 
ft  Berks  on  a  fair  Ebtipnetien  may  be  computed  at — four  thousand 
barreb  of  flour,  the  whole  amount  of  Rum  recjuired  of  this  State  by 
Congress,  fifteen  hundred  Tons  of  hay,  and  fifty  thousand  bushels  of 
Ca^  or  Oats. 

We  could  not  flatter  ourselves  that  we  ehonld  have  beem  eb)e  to 
have  complyd  with  their  Requisition  with  Punctuality — but  when 
the  Arrangements  were  made  thereon,  suitable  Inetmctions  given, 
ft  the  Businass  in  Train,  we  received  from  your  Committee  at  Camp 
a  second  Plan,  difisnng  from  the  tormer  in  Quantity,  Quality,  Times 
ft  Plaoee  of  Delivery,  ftc.,  and  so  far  disproportioaed,  not  only  to 
the  Ability  of  this  State,  but  to  tbe  Demands  upon  some  of  the 
otber  States,  that  nothing  less  than  the  purest  Zeal  for  the  common 
Cause  ft  determined  Resolution  to  strain  every  Nerve  prevented  our 
addressing. Congress  immediately  thereupon.  It  is  shortly  comprised 
in  the  following  Articles : 

-  5000  Barrells  of  Flour  ^  Month  to  last  of  Nov'-^IOOO  to  be 
delivered  at  Baston,  1000  at  Coryell's  Ferry,  ft  the  Remainder  at 
'T^nton. 

A»  to  Beef  it  never  was  an  Article  of  Export  from  this  State,  ft 
the  Supply  furnished  this  Spring  was  procured  with  so  much  Diffi- 
oulty  ft  at  such  an  Expence,  not  less  than  £25  Specie  ^  Bead,  that 
having  already  furnished  the  greatest  Part  of  the  Requisition  io  tbe 
,Army,.  the  Posts  within  our  Supply  will  require  the  Keeiduc 

Salt  we  hope  to  be  able  to  procure  in  the  Season. 

166,885»  Beef  or  Pork— delivered  at  Philada. 

80,000'^  Bacon  in  Si  equal  Delivmes. 

225  Hhhds.  of  Rum  ^  Month  del'  at  the  Army. 

9,142  Bushels  of  Grain  for  Forage  ^  Month;  IjOO  to  be  del'  at 
'Easton — 1500  at  Coryell's  Ferry — ^Remainder  at  Trenton. 

250  Waggons  with  Harness  Compleat  ft  four  Horses. 

-  1500  Hofses  without  Harness. 

150  Waggons  for  90  Days— on  the  Route  of  Transportation. 
rM^&MUitia  ford  Months. 

As  nonotiee  was  taken  in  this  plan  of  the  former  distribution  M 
made  by  the  General  .on  the  twelfth  of  April,  it  would  have  been 
douhtfnU  whether  the  Posts  enumerated  therci  and  not  mentioned 

*  See  CoL  ttec,  YtH  Xn.,  p.  821. 


in  A9  «6t0nd  pbo,  Wera  inBladed  ia  it ;  but  ih*  espren  4inetioa  of 
deposit  ft!  fiM^oB,  Gorjirira  tenjf  and  Tventoa,  Biem  to  imply  that 
thia  was  additional  to  the  former,  ez<ypt  as  to  the  three  plaees  enu- 
merated, and  we  have  been  confirmed  in  thit  by  the  applioatioB  of  your 
Board  of  War  to  as  to  sopply  these  Posts,. wnich  we  have  done  and 
are  daily  doing. 

The  wfaefe  amount  of  the  demand  ^eo  npon  this  State  will  staad 
as  foUowi^Tiji^:— 

Five  thotnand  barrels  of  flenr  to  be  delivered  for 
the  Artny  Monthly  to  the  Ist  of  December,  at 
678.  6d.  %  Bar.,  Specie,  £84,875 

20,000  at  various  Pbsts,  67,500 

1,325  Hogsheads  mm,  89,848  15 

191,710  Bnsh.  Short  Forage,  55,048    8  9 

14,189  boshels  salt^  15,962  12  6 

1,700  Tons  of  hay,  9,562  10 

80,000  pounds  of  bacon  at  9*,  1,125 
250  Waggons,  Horses  &  Hamesa  oompleat  at  £150,    87,500 

150       do.      on  Hire  at  17s.  6  for  90  days,  13,500 

1500  Horses  at  £80,  45,000 

Militia  90  days,  77,902 


£501,545  18  9 


Exchange  at  Sixty  £87,598,100 

Kednced  to  DoUsrs,  100,261,600 

Exclusive  of  Transportation,  Collection,  Ac*,  wWch  may  be  fairly 
estimated  at  Forty  ^  Gent,  is — One  hnndred  and  twenty-five 
thousand  and  eighty-nine  pounds,  four  shilling  in  Specie— then  the 
^Requisitions  on  this  Sute  will  stand  thus  : 

The  amount  brought  from  the  other  side  is  in  Specif,  £501,545  18  9 
Transportation  as  above,  125,089    4 

Speeie,    £626,685    2  9 


Supposing  Pennsylvania  to  be  i  of  tiM  Union,  the  whole  sum 
wiH  he  802,092,800  Dollara,  which  is  602,092,800  Boll-  mere  than 
the  whole  Amount  of  Continental  Money  ever  issued.* 

That  nothing  night  be  wanting  on  our  part  we  quota'd  the  Bequi- 
*Seepa|^478. 
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■wtiom  from  tbe  GMimittM  on  iha  Mveial  Ooanties  is  the 
the  foUowiBg  |Mnqpertioiis,  m* : 
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in 


Counties. 

harrels 

Of 

bashels 
of 

i 

1 

Salt 

Bum, 

Flour, 

Plour, 

^ 

^ 

S 

gallons. 

^  Month.. 

^  Month. 

Pbilad-  City, 

800 

8000 

500 

14189 

24823 

•     do.    Countj, 

200 

1000 

20 

200 

550 

Chester, 

800- 

2000    . 

45 

VOO 

500 

Backs, 

500 

2000 

16 

200 

860 

Lanosster, ' 

1200 

5000 

50 

300 

600 

ToA, 

500 

500 

25 

800 

800 

Camberlaiid, 

200 

500 

26 

300 

350 

Berks, 

■     600 

600 

20 

200 

300 

Nortbampton, 

500 

1000 

15   100 

■ 

And  iiera  we  esanofc  but  mmke  one  obMiTfttioii  whieh  must  stnlM 
iew%Tf  aiipr»j«di«ed  mhidy  vkS  that  ^  smaliesl  Ooos^  in  the  aboT« 
i(iiota%  t&o'  invaded  by  the  Indians  is  assessed  Monthly  sixty  barreli 
of  flonr  anere  than  tbe  whole  of  a  neighbooring  state,  tbo'  Flour  is 
the  sts|»le  of  eaoh. 

'  We  sbodd:  do  liiolenoe  to  oar  own  judgments  if  we  were  to  inform 
OengresB  that  the  inbafaitasts  of  this  state  are  of  ability  to  answer 
tUs  requisition ;  or  that  they  will  be  satisfied  with  sueb  an  assess- 
ment in  whieh  they  have  had  no  representation,  and  we  take  this 
jopportnnity^  with  nil  4m$  deferenee  to  your  Honorable  Body,  to 
4mgge8t  omr  doubts  of  the'  propriety  of  an  unqualified  delegation  of 
the  right  o£  assessing  your  eonstitoents  to  any  Committee  wfaateYM*. 
We  are  peranaded  it  will  not  agree  with  the  sentiments  of  tbe 
i&habctanto  of  this  state,  who  haye  been  taught  to  reason  on  tbe 
-doetrine  ol  Representation  as  essentiat  to  Taxation^  and  fully  under- 
stand it. as  the  eonstitutional  Oround  of  this  Contest. 
V  Haring  thus  informed  yenr  Hen.  Body  of  tbe  Arrangements 
made  we  now  prooeed  to  state. the  farther  Measures  taken  to  seeure 
Suedess.  Wii^iag  to  draw  from  the  People  tbe  Supplies  by  Tolun^ 
.lary  Purchases^  k  dependii^  on  the  Aoceptanoe  of  the  State  Money 
we  dinoied  onr  Commissioners  to  forbear  Impressing,  Bzperienee 
Jiaving  fiiUy  shown  tbe  Impotenoy  &  Di£Seulty  of  such  a  Proceedure. 
But  Ending  from  the  Bmbarrassment  stated  &  tbe  Dissatisfaction  of 
many  Parts  of  tbe  Country  that  the  Progress  was  not  equid  to  the 
Demand  or.  our  Wishes  we  issued  the  Proclamation  inclosed,  aoeom« 
panying  it  with  Orders  to  Officers,  ciyil  &  military,  to  contribute  their 
•Aid«  We  hftve  also  again  direeted  our  Commissioners  to  make  returns 
4)f  their. PjroujBodings  erery  two  weeks  to  the  Council  Board  ft  the 
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Bawd  of  War,  and  lieerteia  m  weU  aa  Um  Mtara  of  tlie  Oaw  wo«td 
admit,  how  each  ooald  answar  the  monthly  de«pmd  made.  The 
Wisdom  of  OoDgress  will  readily  disoern  that  mitiU  the  State  of 
the  Harreat  ooola  be  known  aoy  Calonlation  of  this  kind  mnat  have 
beoQ  extremely  vagae  &  uneertam.  ProTidence  has  in  thia-Beapeet 
amiled  upon  na,  as  the  Cropa  are  good  k  well  got.  One  of  onr 
Gommissionera  of  Flour  &  Forage  informs  ua  that  after  the  present 
Month  he  is  of  Opinion  that  the  Quota  of  hia  County  may  be 
obtained — the  others  have  not  yet  made  any  Report  To  sum  up 
this  Detail  therefore  in  a  few  Words  &  state  our  Sentiments^  wf  bc^ 
Leare  to  add — ^That  the  Hay  ia  already  procured — a  considerable 
Quantitv  of  Rum  has  also  been  purchased  &  delivered  to  the  CoBli> 
nental  Commissarys. — ^Bacon  is  not  procurable  in  this  State  on  ai^ 
Terms,  the  Inhabitants  of  this  City  having  eyen.drawn  their  Supplies 
of  this  Article  from  the  adjoining  States. — Salt  &  Rum  will  depend 
on  the  Importation — here  we  must  observe  that  the  Rum  demanded 
ia  i  of  the  whole  importation  of  the  State.-*:The  Number  of  Militia 
required  will  we  trust  proceed  to  Camp  as  the  Inhabitants  discover 
great  Alacrity  &  Zeal  on  this  Call.  We  fear  there  will  be  a  Defi- 
ciency of  Waggons  as  this  State  has  borne  the  Burthen  in  a  very 
•graat  Ptopottion  during  the  War.  Those  now  wiUi  the  Army  have 
•Seen  ohiefly  drawn  from  haaoe. — ^The  French  OommisBary  haa  alao 
procBied  800  within  it  besides  700  Horses.— Bnt  a  few  fjain  Faote 
WiU  shew  the  esbauated  ataae  of  Pennsylvanin  in  this  Artiole  in  a 
clearer  Manner  that  any  Argum^ — The  County  of  Lanoaater^  whieh 
i^^^ied  1700  Waffgooa  ift  «he  Year  1777,  deea  not  now  produce 
•600,  b  other  GounUea  in  a  like  ProportioB.  Hwaes  which  at  the 
JSeginning  of  thia  War  sold  for  £26  now  sell  from  60  to  £60  specie. 

We  BOW  elose  this  Head  oi  Information  with  a  few  ObaervatioQa. 
'  Firaty  That  it  doea  not  appear  to  na  to  be  suitable  to  oonsite 
Statea  as  responaible  for  their  Requiaitiona  unleaa  all  puUi<&  Pua- 
ohases  ajpe  in  one  Hand,  either  Continental,  8t«ke  or  private  Associa- 
tions. We  do  not  mean  to  reflect  upon  the  Continmnt^  Officers; 
oar  Bxperience  of  the  Business  h«a  shown  *^"**^^  ^ve  had  grmX 
Diffioultiea;  nor  would  we  disooonge  the  iandahie  Zeal  of  ladi^ 
viduals,  much  less  would  we  uoaeoessarily  oontrcA  the  Agents  of 
our  Ally  ia  their  Purobaees  on  a  publiek  Aceount^  bal  the  Number 
of  Purchases^  the  Variety  of  Money,  &  the  occasional  Intermiztnia 
of  a  little  Specie  oocaaions  Competitions  ft  Jealonsiea,  of  which  the 
Seller  does  not  fail  (o  make  hia  advantage  at  the  pubMck  Sxpenctf. 

SeeoDdly.  If  the  Number  of  Purchasers  ft  Oentraotors  be^eatrae. 
tive  of  all  Amagementrft  SquaUty>  the  sendhig  Milkaty  Offieeta 
into  the  State  to  iapress.  undirected  by  ft  withcst  a  fwoper  Comma- 
aication  with  the  goveniuf  Authority  is  more  so.  We  are  vmy 
sensible  that  on  many  Emergenoiea  the  Exeinise  of  such  Powers, 
however  disagreeable  to  the  People,  are  necessary,  aa  in  Case  of  a 
sudden  Irruption  of  the  Boemy  on  a  Marsh,- Ac.  Bat  wherever 
Military  Autheiity  is  eierted  ao  as  to  eupersede  the  Amngemeiita 
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-aiMie  by  the  etvil  we  •pprebeod  the  Responsibility  of  the  Imttar 
ought  la  eeage.  -In  the«bo?e  Requisition  this  State  has  been  ealled 
on  for  a  great  Number  of  Waggons ;  we  assessed  them  on  the  dona* 
lies — the  Magistratss  did  the  same  on  the  Townships*  Major  Lse^ 
doubtless  ectinff  agreeable  te  Orders,  has  impressed,  n  three  CSeM; 
-ties  only,  two.thiHs  of  the  Teams  demanded  from  the  whole  State ; 
.two  oi  these  are  Counties  so  distinguished  for  their  Attachment  to  tfafe 
Ganse  that  we  have  never  found  any  DiflEioulty  in  preeuring  ereiy 
Supply  required.  But  the  Wa^on  Masters  of  these  Counties  deem 
•this  ft  Superoession  of  our  Orders.  We  of  eourse  must  deem  our- 
selves discharged  ftom  this  Part  of  the  Requisition  as  it  is  impraoti- 
eable  to  preserve  System  &  pnnue  Expedient  at  the  same  Tiops 
independent  of  &  unconneeled  with  each  ether. 

Third  Gen*  Head  of  Inquiry.  What  has  been  done  on  sundry 
RosolutioDs  for  calling  in  Uie  Bills  in  Circulation  k  emitting  new 
Bills  on  certain  Funds  7 

Answ.  On  the  Urst  day  of  June  last  an  Act  of  Assembly  passed 
adopting  the  Resolution*  above  referred  to--^but  with  a  suspending 
■Clause  of  Its  Operation  untsU  a  Majority  of  the  States  should  pass 
Laws  6f  a  similar  Nature.  An  official  DedaratioB  from  his  Rzoel- 
•l«Boy  the  President  of  Congress- or  the  Delegates  of  the  State  to  ^ 
•finpreme  Bxeculive  Council  that  a  Majority  of  the  States  had  passed 
Laws  to  the  above  Effeet,  would  immediately  give  S£Scaey  lelhe 
Law  of  this  State. 

Fourth  Head  of  Inquiry. 
-     What  has  been  done  by  the  Assembly  in  Consequeooe  of  a  Requi- 
siiioD  of  Congress  to  vest  the  Executive  of  each  State  with  extm- 
-ordinaryPewers  to  call  forth  the  Military  Resources  of  the  State? 

Answer.  The  AssemUy  of  Pennsylvania  Isl  June  hMt  passed  h 
Resolve  empowering  the  Supreme  Sxeeutive  Council  to  declare  Mar- 
•tial  Law  so  Ihr  as  the  same  should  be  conducive  to  the  Advantage 
of  the  State.  And  under  this.  Authority  the  Supreme  Bxeentive 
43ouneil  did  on  the  Otfa  June  last  declare  Martial  Law  for  the  Pur- 
poses  of  Proeniing  Supplies  of  Men  for  the  Army  as  appears  by  the 
Proclamation  inclosed.  And  accordingly  great  numbers  of  Horses, 
Wagons,  &C.J  have  been  impressed  into  the  Continental  Service 
-exe^ve  of  those  drawn  forth  by  Military  Authority  independani 
of  the  CoundL 

.  The  last  Requisition  of  Congress  was  that  the  exeoulive  Magistmto 
of  each  State  should,  correspond  with  the  Committee  at  Campw  In 
Answer  to  which. we  beg  Leave  to  offer  a  few  Pbservations  to 
prevent  any  Prejudice  or  Mistake.  And  first  we  do  assure  Congress 
It  was  our  Intention  to  have  corresponded  with  their  Committee  as 
desired,  &  that  we  were  collecting  Information  from  the  Country  to 

S've  them  an  accurate  View  of  onr  Prospects  of  Supply. — That  the 
embers  of  the  Committee  having  been  occasionally  in  Town  after 
this  Resolution,  one  of  them  having  actually  conversed  with  the 
President^  &  both  had  the  Opp^  of  blowing  from  the  Delegates  rf 
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*  Yolanteers  were  to  act  upon  the  Frontier,  bat  upon  a  proper  repre- 
sentation of  the  matter  to  them  they  ohearfully  sent  them  to  me, 
they  are  not  the  most  deficient.  The  second  Detachment  under 
Lien*  Hnbley  were  mostly  from  Paxton  &  Hanover,  those  from  the 
Battalion  of  Lebanon  went  the  first  under  Cap*  Hubley.  I  have 
ordered  the  others  in  and  hope  soon  to  receive  them. 

I  am  Sir  with  my  respect  to  Oonncil 
Your  Excellencysi  most  obedient 
&  very  Hble  Serv*. 

SAM.  J.  ATLEB. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire^  Preudent  of  the  State  of 
Pennsyivania. 


Pbbs.  Rbbd  to  Gbn.  Washinqton,  1780. 

I>  Sir, 

I  have  reoeived  your  Favour  of  the  16th  Inst,  directing  the  March 
of  the  City  Light  Horse,  for  which  the  necessary  orders  will  be  given 
&  they  will  proceed  with  all  possible  Dispatch.     Upon  the  new  Plan 
of  our  Militia  there  are  Light  Horse  attached  to  the  Troops  of  every 
County.     The  short  time  since  this  Plan  has  been  adopted  has  not 
permitted  a  thorough  Execution,  but  if  your  Excell'  should  be  of 
opinion  they  would  be  specially  useful  I  will  endeavour  to  have  them 
completed  as  soon  as  may  be.     The  Troop  of  the  County  of  Phila. 
is  already  well  mounted  armed  &  in  Uniform.     I  do  assure  your 
Exoell^  every  Stimulus  has  been  used   to  forward  the  Recruits. 
According  to  Information  they  are  chiefly  selected  and  on]y%ant « 
proper  Equipment,  but  as. I  found  this  was  tedious  in  the  Country  I 
directed  them  to  be  sent  hither  &  they  are  now  coming  in.     I  am  of 
opinion  if  your  Excellency  could  spare  a  few  officers  say  5  or  6  pru- 
dent &  discreet,  who  oould  bear  with  the  oddities  &  even  Humours  of 
the  persons,  with  whom  they  will  have  to  do  it  might  fprward  the 
Men,  &JS8  it  is  proposed  to  set  about  a  voluntary  additional  Inlist- 
ment  as  soon  as  this  is  over  we  are  sanguine  enough  to  belieive 
^ome  Men  might  be  had.     For  this  Purpose  a  few  clever  Sergeants 
would  be  of  great  Servioe.     The  spirit  whieh  your  ExoelU  seems  so 
much  to  wish,  I  think  is  reoeived  beyond  Expectation.     The  loss  Okf 
Oharleajtown  like  many  other  seeming  Misfortunes  may  perhaps 
vheavy  as  it  now  lippears  prove  a  real  Blessing  to  America.    A  Meas- 
ure has  been  set  on  foot  here  to  establish  a  Bank  which  from  the 
Unanimity  with  which  it  is  espoused  seems  likely  to  produoe  ooq- 
siderable  Advantages  &  Supplies  to  the  Army.     It  was  at  first 
oooatrnoted  upon  so  narrow  a  scale  as  to  meet  with  Difficulties,  but 
being  since  enlarged,  I  hope  will  prove  a  more  faithful  Source  of 
Supply  thaa  the  oooasional  Expedients  from  Time  to  Time  adofM- 
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Whatever  Measure  promoies  the  pnUiclc  Oood  ihall  have  my  Aid 
&  CoDcurrence  from  whatever  Quarter  it  proceeds. 

The  Ladiea  of  the  Place  have  also  caught  the  happy  Contagion  & 
in  a  few  Days  M"  Reed  will  have  the  Honor  of  writing  to  you  on 
that  Subject.  It  is  expected  she  will  have  a  sum  equal  to  £100,009 
to  be  laid  out' according  to  your  ExeelKys  Direction  (in  the  Absence 
of  Mrs.  Washington)  in  such  a  Way  as  may  be  thought  most  hon- 
ourable &  gratifying  to  the  brave  old  soldiers  who  have  borne  so 
great  a  Share  of  the  Burthen  of  this  War.  I  thought  it  best  to 
mention  it  in  this  Way  to  your  Szeell'y  for  your  Oonsideraflen  as 
it  may  tend  to  forward  the  benevolent  Scheme  of  the  Donors  with 
Dispatch.  I  must  observe  that  the  Ladies  have  excepted  such 
Articles  of  Necessity  as  Cloathing^  Ac.,  which  the  States  are  bound 
to  provide. 

We  have  just  heard  that  M**  Washington  is  upon  the  Road  to  this 
City  so  that  we  shall  have  the  Benefit  of  her  Advice  k  Assistance 
here  &  if  necessary  refer  afterwards  to  your  Excell'y. 

.  I  am  with  the  greatest  Respect  &  Regard,  dear  Sir, 

Tour  most  obed  &  very  Hbble  Serv, 
Jmdattedf 

July  80th;  1780.    To  His  Excellency  Oen.  Washington. 


BoABD  07  Wab  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

War  office,  July  31, 1780. 
Sir, 

The  board  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  &  the 
honble  Council,  a  letter  of  the  80th  June,  from  Col.  BroMdhead, 
with  its  inclosures. 

Col.  Broadhead's  apprehensions  of  being  reduced  to  the  necessity 
of  using  force  te  obtain  provisions,  seem  but  too  Justly  founded. 

The  board  know  not  how  to  supply  him,  unless  it  can  be  done  by 
your  Commissioners  in  that  Quarter  &  those  of  Virginia.  They  are 
iaformed  by  Mr.  MoAlister,  an  issuing  Com'y  of  Berkly  County, 
who  appears  to  be  well  acquainted  with  that  Country,  that  provisions 
enough  can  be  had  over  the  Mountains  for  the  Consumption  of  the 
Garrison.  If  so,  to  procure  them  there  would  be  a  most  desirable 
object,  as  it  would  save  immense  expense  of  transportation,  which  in 
some  artioles  will  greatly  exceed  their  cost  beyond  the  Mountains. 

The  board  request  a  return  of  the  inclosed  papersi  &  your  answer 
on  the  subject  of  provisions  as  soon  as  may  be. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  With  the  highest  respect, 

Y'  Excellency's  most  obed.  H'ble  Serv., 
By  order. 

BEN.  STODDBRT,  Sec'y. 
DirecUd,  « 

His  Excelkncy  Joseph  Reed;  Esq.;  President.  &%  of  Pennsylvania. 
War  Office. 


vim 
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DlBMAinD  OV  GOMMITTBB  OV   CoNQBBSS  FOE  S0PPLI8S, 

1780, 

30,000.  barrels  of  Flour  Monthly ;  100  to  be  d«  at  SMtoo,  1|0Q9 
«t  Coryeir0  ferrv,  eii4  lenwadB?  at  Baatoft. 

S»166,835  beef  or  pork,  to  be  d^lwered  at  PhUadelpbia. 

IbSOfOOO  JBaeoo^  in  tbiee  eqoal  dimonai  to  tbe  Maath  of  Sap- 
ieoaber. 

225  HogfAieadB  of  Rom  per  oiontb,  do.  at  tbe  Army. 

9^143  bushela  of  gfaio,  for  foragp,  per  mootb ;  1500  to  be  daliv^rad 
Al  SasUm,  ^500  at  Corjeire  ferry^  ifmainder  at  Tr<eAtoa. 

250  Waggons,  witb  hamesa  eoi9pleat|  four  boiaea  to  eaob*    ' 

1500  Boreea,  witbottt  Saraaaa. 
Jndoned, 

August  let,  1780«    Demanda  o«  tbis  State  ly  tb^  OonmlUee  of 
C!oKi|»eratioa  at  Gamp* 
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New  Hampsbire,  135,801. 
-  Masaachnseta,  744,904. 

Bbode  Isfamd,  68,884. 
Omu^ani,  660;268. 
New  Toit,  229,117. 
New  Jersey,  299,214. 


11,200  bund,  beef  at  6  83,    76,89^ 
.85^643  Gfll.  mm,    .  1},       59/105 

66,0000.  beef,       .  6  88,  382,480 

12,126  B.  salt,       .  «,         36.878 

195,628  G.  rum,       .  If,      826,646f 

2,240  C.  beef,  .  6  88, 15,299 A 

2,000  B.  salt,  .  8,  6,000 

18,621  G.  mm,  .  1},       31,035 

490  Tons  bay,  .  15,         6,000 

78,400  C.  beef,  .  6  88, 585,472 

1,011  B,  Salt,  .8,  8,038 

68,558  G.  Bam,  ,  It,     114,263* 

600  Tons  bay,  ,  15,         7,50a 

11,200  0.  Beef,  .  6  88,    7«,39e 

18,969  Ba^  flour,  .  9,        122,721 

500  Tens  bay,  .  15,         7,500 

80,000  B.  Com,  .  *,         22,500 

18,000  a  beef,       .  6  83, 122,940 

10,000  Bar»- fioar,  .  9,         90,600 

3,758  B.  salt,       .  3,         11,274 

3,500  Tons  bay,  .  15,       52,500 

30,000  B.  Corn^     .  f ,         '^2,500 

Pennsylvania,  618,772  dollars,  40,000  Bar*  flour,  ;  9,  860,000 

ia  i£232,089  5  0.                 14,189  B.  salt,       .  3,  42,567 

24,423  G.  Rum,  .  If.  40,70ft 

1,700  Tona  hay,  ,  1^  25,500 

200,000  B.  Com,  .  },  150,000 
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«rs 


Delawait. 


Maryland^  558^839. 


Tircnia^  1^047,288. 


8,055  Bar*-  flour,  at  9,  27,495 

500  ToB«  haj,^  .  15,  7,500 

18,662  B.  Corn,     .  f ,  13,996* 

40,000  C.  beef,       .  6  83,  273,200 

20,000  Bar**  fiour,  .  9,  1«0,000 

200  Tons  hay,   .  15,  '  3,000 

56,152  B.  Corn,     .  },  42,139 

1^00  Hd«-  tobacco,  60,  60,000 


47,000  0.  beef, 

.  6  88,  821,0)0 

1,278  Bai^ioor, 

.  »„ 

11,602 

10,700  B.  Mlt, 

•  8, 

82,100 

400  Tom  Imt, 

.  16, 

6,000 

200,000  B.  Cora, 

.  ♦, 

15»,000 

100,000  &.  Rub, 

.  If, 

I66,666i> 

6,000  H4li>lobMW,  60, 

860,000 

49,875  C.  beef, 

.  6  88,  840,646i 

15,000  B«  flour, 

.9, 

185,000 

4,500  B.  salt. 

■  8, 

13,500 

800  Tons  bay, 

.  15, 

12,000 

80,000  B.  Com, 

•  f, 

60,000 

16,000  C.  beef. 

.  6''88 

,  109,280 

52,000  C.  Bice, 

.8, 

156,000 

5,000  B.  aals 

.8, 

15^000 

120,000  a.  Rum, 

.1*, 

200,000 

800  Tons  hay, 

.  15, 

12,000 

80,000  B.  Qotb, 

.  f, 

60,000 

Sf.  aoll«n(  «dled  for  Pennsyl 

vapia. 

9  dollars, 

- 

860,00<^ 

8      «         .        - 

•        m 

42,567 

11    «     .        .        - 

m 

40,70& 

*6    « 

- 

•      25,500 

♦     «     -       -       . 

)50,00» 
618,772 

■kskOdaUats^ 

- 

»0,00» 

N.  CaioGna,  561,146. 


8.  Cardio%  562^80. 


T<Hal  wamok  5,794,454 
40,000  barrels  flodr,      at 
14^1^  BasMa  salt, 
24,42d^G«ikMaiiai, 

1700  Tods  haj, 
a»0,000  B«iflh8ls  Oor% 


708,772 
T^rtal  of  BV^pf^  ealled  A)r  aittovitit  hi  spanisb  dolhrs  to*  5,704,454 
spMiish  dollttrs,  one-^ightli*^  of  whiel  \b  711,807. 

800,000  InbabitantB  in  Pexinsylvailia. 
8 





2,400,000 

indorsmi,— 1780;  Atfgtut  I**.  Qnotas'  of  the  seyeral  states  for  tbe 
jeat  1780: 

*  Bee  p.  467. 
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GbN.  WASHINaiON  TO  PrSS.  BSEDy  1780. 

Peelu  Killy  Angust  Ui,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Ezcellenoj  ibat  the  exigency  of  tbe 
service  makes  it  necessary  for  me  to  call  tbe  German  Battalion 
from  Sun  bury  to  join  tbis  army,  &  tbat  I  mast  embrace  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  transmit  an  order  for  the  purpose.  I  have  thought 
it  proper  to  communicate  this  to  Your  Excellency,  that  you  may  if 
you  deem  it  essential,  supply  its  place  by  incorporating,  &  ordering 
a  number  of  your  militia  to  act  in  that  quarter.  Had  the  requisition 
of  the  Honorable  the  committee  of  Congress  to  the  state  for  men  to 
fill  her  battallions,  been  even  nearly  complied  with,  and  which  I 
thought  as  they  did  the  Public  interest  required,  I  should  have  fore- 
gone the  advantages  which  would  have  been  derived  from  the 
service  of  this  Corps  and  continued  it  at  its  present  station ;  but 
this  not  having  been  the  case;  I  am  compelled  to  avail  myself  of  its 
Idd. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  the  greatest  respect, 

your  Excellency's 
most  obet.  hum.  servant, 
G-  WASHINGTON. 
His  Excellency  Govr.  Reed. 


Pr£S.  Beed  to  Col.  Nioh.  Ltttz,  1780. 

Col.  Nich.  Luts,  Comm.  of  Parafaases. 
Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  &1  ult  is  now  before  me,  &,  has  been  oommuni- 
eated  to  the  Council.  We  have  yet  had  no  arrangement  from  the 
Board  of  War  but  it  is  our  Direction  ths#you  proceed  in  the  Purchase 
of  Flesh  with  state  money  as>  in  the  Case  of  other  Purchases  till, 
a  farther  arrangement  takes  Place. 

As  there  is  no  Person  yet  at  Easton  to  take  Charge  of  the  Flour 


K»tt  will  keep  it  untill  some  Directions  are  given  at  that  Place,  &  I. 
g  you  would  use  your  utmost  Industry  to  procure  a  supply 
agreeable  to  the  Directions  you  will  receive  herewith.    Major  Lee 


with  a  Party  of  Horses  is  at  Easton,  if  you  find  Difficulties  in 
executing  your  office  from  the  perverseness  or  obstinacy  of  Tories 
yon  must  apply  to  him  for  assistance.  It  is  no  Time  for  Ceremony 
or  Delay.  You  mi^  purchase  Rye  at  the  Price  you  mention  but  it 
is  not  so  safe  a  Grain  as  Com  cmt  Oats,  you  will  therefore  act 
cautionly. 

I  am  Sir,  your  ym  HbUe.  Serv« 

JOS.  EEED. 
iiuiorsecf,— August  1st  1780. 
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Gbn.  Grbbnb  to  Prbs.  Bbed^  1780. 

Yerplank's  point^  Ist  August^  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  your  Excellency's  favour  of  the  19th  nlto.*  which  I  would 
have  given  an  answer  to  hefore  this,  but  as  we  have  been  on  the 
march,  and  I  seperated  from  my  papers,  a  great  part  of  the  time,  it 
has  been  out  of  my  power. 

I  understood  by  the  requisitions  of  the  Committee  of  Coneress, 
,  that  they  were  sufficiently  expressive  of  the  end  and  uses  ot  the 
things  required,  being  for  the  support  and  organisation  of  the  army, 
as  the  Quarter  master's  and  Commissary  department  were  unfurnished 
with  money,  and  consequently  unable  to  make  the  necessary  pro- 
visions. I  wish  whatever  the  state  have  provided  for  the  use  of  tfa« 
Quarter  masters  department,  and  whatever  they  may  hereafter  pro^ 
vide  upon  the  requisitions  that  have  been  made,  may  be  forwarded 
to  the  army  without  loss  of  time. 

I  cannot  pretend  to  enter  into  a  calculation  of  the  ability  of  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  but  I  will  venture  to  assure  yonr  Excellenoyi 
that  if  what  has  been  required  of  her  ia  greater  than  her  abilities;,  it  ' 
has  arose  from  our  having  too  high  an  idea  of  *her  resources,  and 
not  with  a  view  of  drawing  down  upon  her  the  least  imputation  of 
blame,  or  involving  her  in  any  unnecessary  distrees.  Colo.  Cox, 
Colo.  Stewart,  and  others  were  consulted  in  framing  the  Estimates, 
and' were  clear  in  opinion,  that  the  resources  of  Pennsylvania  were 
full  equal  to  the  demand  that  was  made.  Whatever  blame  may 
arise  from  an  improper  apportionment  upon  the  states,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Congress  are  not  chargable  therewith  iu^the  least  degree, 
nnless  their  not  having  made  any  alterations  in  the .  Estimates  laid 
before  them  is  a  matt^  of  blame,  nor  can  I  persuade  myself  that 
there  was  an  Idea  of  interested  political  or  party  views  in  the  whole 
of  the  business,  neither  can  I  suppose  any  thing  was  done  with  an 
intention  of  discrediting  the  Councils  and  Government  of  Penn- 
sylvania; and  so  far  as  I  have  had  any  concerns  in  the  ..measure,  Z 
declare  upon  my  honor  I  have  seen  no  disposition  of  the  kind,  and 
I  flatter  myself  there  is  nothing  in  my  conduct,  since  I  have  been  ii^ 
public  life,  can?  induce  a  belief,  that  I  would  wish  to  do  an  injury,^ 
either  to  the  state,  or  to  the  men  in  power  at  the  head  of  it.  Ther«| 
were  two  principles  upon  which  the  Estimates  were  grounded,  onc| 
was  the  ability  of  the  State,  the  other,  the  praotical»lity  of  drawing 
the  articles  wanted  in  time ;  and  these  two  have  been  the  governing 
principles  that  have  guided  the  conduct  of  those  who  have  had  the 
business  under  consideration. 

It  is  impossible  to  carry  on  a  war  without  oppressing  the  Inhabi- 
tants in.  some  degree ;  and  however  disagreeable  and  inconvenient  it 
may  be  to  Ihe.  people,  and  to  those  in  power,  a  regard  to  the  com- 

*  See  page  426. 
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moQ  good  and  general  safety  will  justify  the  measare>  and  th'o  tha 
people  may  be  a  little  restless  &  impatient  in  the  preseilt  hour,  they 
will  have  reason  at  a  future  day,  tp  bless  those  who  had  resolution 
enough  to  oonsult  and  persue  their  true  interest. 

Froni  the  measures  which  haTo  been  ktely  taken  in  Congress  and 
the  letters  that  have  passed  between  me  and  them  upon  the  oocasioni 
I  do  not  consider  myself  as  aoting  officially  in  this  matter,  but  I 
would  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  Ezoelleney  to  have  the 
Horses  delivered  to  such  of  the  Deputies  as  have  public  waggons 
that  have  been  ordered  to  Camp,  and  that  they  be  loaded,  either 
with  stores  or  forage  according  as  the  circumstances  may.  be.  The 
Ddpaties  have  beea  fully  instructed  with  respect  to  the  articles  that 
are  to  bo  forwarded,  and  will  take  their  measures  accordingly.  Your 
Bzeelleney  is  too  well  acquainted  with  the  Circumstanoes  of  the 
Forage  Department  to  need  any  explanation  upon  that  head. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 

with  great  respect  your  Excellencys, 

aiObt  obedient  Humbl.  servant, 

NATH  GtlEENE,  M.  Gen. 

His  Bxtistlency  Governor  Beed« 


TtM.  RbBD  to  LXSUTBNAITTS  OF  COUNTIES,  1780. 

In  Coundl^  Philad%  August  Isi,  1780. 
Sii', 

After  having  informed  yon  Oil  the  nH.,  that  it  would  be 

necessary  to  art^nge  the  Militia  under  your  direction  so  that 
Glasses  miffht  be  in  readiness  to  march  immediately.  I  cannot  doubt 
but  that  mth  your  usual  xeal  and  attention  yon  have  proceeded  so 
far.  It  is  now  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  the  time  is  oonro  when 
their  assistance  is  reauired  to  co-operate  with  the  main  Army.  Last 
eveniOg  I  received  a  letter  fhnn  His  Excellency  General  Waehingtmi 
to  the  following  import. 

^l  hare  no  scruple  of  announcing  to  yoQ  that  New  T^k  is  tka 
^  object  of  my  preparations  and  if  the  respective  states  comply  with 
^  the  r^ipiisitions  made  on  them  there  is  a  well  gronnded  ho|>e  of 
**  putting  a  speedy  and  happy  termination  to  the  War.  I  have  there* 
^<  fore  to  request  the  fervour  of  you  to  ord^r  the  Militia  of  your  State 
^  as  before  required  to  join  the  army  under  my  imsaediate  command 
^  as  soon  as  possible.''  The  glorions  prospects  held  fbrth  by  our 
excellent  Commander  in  chief,  with  the  powerful  sqcooih'  sent  us 
both  by  sea  and  land  by  our  generous  Allies,  the  vigour  and  spirit  of 
our  brave  Continental  Army  cannot  ihil  to  animate  the  officers  under 
your  direction  and  the  people  generally  and  chearfiilly  to  turn  ovt 
on  this  occasion  and  co-operate  with  the  main  Army. 

Tho'  I  feel  my  inequality  to  the  Task,  yet  I  cannot  on  this  im* 
portant  occasion  but  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  my  station  gives 
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me  to  lead  m  j  fitiends  snd  fellow  OittaEens  to  the  field  pattake  o£  Iheir 
Toik  and  dangen  and  share  with  them  the  honour  whioh  I  have  no 
doubt  they  will  acqmre.*  Their  liree  health  and  comfort  will  be 
objeets  of  my  (mrticular  care  and  as  £ar  as  cirsnmstances  will  admit 
every  thing  necessary  for  the  purpose  will  be  provided* 

In  the  mean  time  I  would  recommend  to  every  one  to  oome  as 
well  equipped  as  poasible  especially  in  the  articles  of  blankets  shoes 
knapsacks  and  canteens,  nor  depend  on  publick  stores  which  by  the 
long  course  of  the  War  are  now  much  exhausted. 

As  soou  as  equipped  they  are  to  March  to  this  Place  with  all 
Expedition. 

The  Regimental  staff  I  would  wish  to  have  formed  as  soon  as 
possible  that  the  Men  may  know  to  whom  to  look  for  their  necessaries^ 
Every  one  who  brings  bis  own  arms  will  be  entitled  to  receive  a 
Spanish  dollar  or  sixty  Continental  dollars  for  the  use  of  it  during  his 
Tour  of  duty.  You  will  also  remember  to  send  your  own  surgeon  & 
Mate.  Tou  are  by  Law  irapowered  to  draw  forth  Waggons  to  transport 
the  necessary  Baggage  of  the  Troops. 

I  am  Sir, 

Tour  Obed.  Hbble  ser. 
Direciedj 

To  Esquire  L*  of  the  County  of, 


Pres.  Reed  to  Majob  Lee,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  reoeived  your  Favour  this  Day  but  cannot  help  believing  it  wasr 
intended  for  some  other  governing  OfEcier  of  a  State,  as  I  do  not  recol- 
lect any  Instance  wherein  the  Officers  of  the  Army  or  of  your  Corps 
have  been  neglected  so  as  to  occasion  the  Discontents  you  mention. 
If  there  is  any  Thing  in  our  Power  to  add  to  their  Comfort  or  Satis- 
faction in  the  Service  it  will  give  us  great  Pleasure  to  carry  it  into 
Execdtion  as  both  yon  &  they  may  be  assured  that  we  haye  a  due 
Estimation  of  their  Merit  &  Services  &  that  we  are  happy  in  every 
Opportunity  to  give  them  the  most  substantial  Proofs  of  it.  You 
mention  that  you  have  come  into  this  State  to  impress  Teams  but 
it  has  been  probably  owing  to  .the  Hurry  of  Business  that  you  have 
not  been  more  explicit  as  I  presume  you  intended  to  have  done  it 
under  the  authority  of  the  State.  I  have  therefore  inclosed  Letters 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Purchases  &  to  the  Waggon  Master  of  the 
State  to  apply  to  you  for  Assistance  in  executing  any  Orders  of  this 
Nature  which  you  may  have  brought  from  the  Commander  in  Chief 
as  I  know  of  no  other  Authority  out  of  the  State  which  could  on  any 
proper  Foundation  exercise  such  ia  Power  over  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
State. 

I  am  estiemely  happy  to  hear  you  have  come  into  this  State  at 

♦  See  Cof.  Eec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  462. 
Vol..  VIII.— 21 
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tUi  Hue  ti  I  nil  fMHRMided  ike  pnUick  SerriM  will  req^aife  bohm- 
Ihing  more  thao  ie^l  Ooereioii  &  I  know  of  no  Officer  or  Corpi  in 
whose  Pradenoe  ft  IMsoretkm  motse  Dependaaee  eoald  be  placed.    £ 
ehall  be  glad  to  hear  from  yon  frequently  &  if  not  ineottaistent  to 
know  the  Nature  ft  Extent  of  your  Orders. 
And  am  Dear  Sir^ 

Your  Sincere  Friend  &  Obed| 
Hbble  Serv. 

JOS.  SEED. 
Directed^ 
Migor  Lee. 

Angast  1, 1780.    To  Major  Lee  of  light  Horse. 


Board  ov  War  to   Prbs.  Bb^d,  1780. 

War  Officei  Angnat  2, 1780. 
Sir, 

As  the  messenger  from  the  fort  pitt  department  is  waiting,  the 
board  reouest  they  may  be  fayoured  with  the  opinion  and  determi* 
nation  of  yonr  Excellency  and  the  honourable  Council  relatire  to 
the  subject  of  their  letter  of  the  Slst  xdv^  and  Co^  Brodhead  inclosed 
therein ;  whose  information  and  that  of  others  present  no  other  alter- 
nati^Ci  than  using  military  force  in  procuring  provisions  for  that 
garrison  and  its  dependencies^  or  abandoning  all  the  posts  en  those 
frontiers;  unless  a  competent  supply  of  provisions  can  be  furnished 
by  the  commissioners  of  this  state  and  those  of  Virginia. 
We  have  the  honour  to  be  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient  Servants. 
In  behalf  &  by  order  of  y**  board. 

TIM.  PICKERING. 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency  President  Beed. 
War  Office. 


Pris.  Bsid  to  Board  op  War,  1780. 

In  Oouncili 

Bhihul*  August  2*'  1780. 
Gentlemen : 

The  Papen  from  Fort  Pitt  were  hid  before  the  Councol  yester- 
day, at  a  Time  when  we  had  just  received  Gen.  Washington's  IMreo^ 
lions  to  call  out  a  large  body  of  Militia — it  has  been  inD^cmotieAbie 
*  See  page  471. 
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to  oooflider  them  irith  the  Attention  neeessftTy  to  give  any  Answer 
in  flo  short  a  Period.  We  have  had  no  Report  from  onr  Commis- 
sioner in  that  Quarter  tinee  his  Appointment,  except  that  the  Debts 
•f  the  Q'  fif^  &  Conittissarys  Departments  in  that  Country  were  so 
mievons,  &  had  discontented  the  Peopled  so  mnch,  that  he  found  great 
Diffienlty  in  making  Pnrohases.  We  have  done  every  Thing  in  oar 
Power  i  seasonably ;  if  any  Defioienoy  has  happened,  we  fear  it  must 
be  imputed  to  the  System,  the  ImpracticabiHty  of  which  appears 
every  Day  more  oonspicuons.  The  Commissioner  at  Reading  has 
wrote  very  anxiously  for  the  Arrangement  of  that  Post ;  we  must 
entreat  that  some  Regulation  may  be  made  for  the  Issues  at  the 
various  Posts  enumerated  by  the  Commander  in  Chief*— as  the 
Demands  are  now  made  &  supplied  without  Rule  or  Measure,  except 
at  Lancaster,  where  the  Supplies  furnished  by  our  Commis^  amounted 
in  May,  to  6608  Rations— in  June,*6625^ 

As  soon  as  it  is  possible  to  considef  &  fprm  an  Answer  upon  the 
Papers  from  Port  Pitt,  we  shall  return  6ne--^In  the  mean  Time,  we 
can  have  no  Objection  to  the usiugany  necessary  Compulsion, rather 
than  the  Troops  should  suffer.  We  feel  &  lament  the  numerous 
Difficulties  which  present  themselves  on  this  Mode  of  supplying  an 
Army,  and  as  far  as  is  in  our  power,  shall  endeavor  to  obviate  them 
—but  we  hope  it  will  always  be  considered,  that  when  we  undertook 
onr  present  Offices,  the  Duties  of  Quarter  Master  &  Commissary 
were  not  included  in  them ;  k  that  from  the  Novelty,  Intricacy  & 
Extent  of  the  Busiuess,  together  with  our  other  Duties,  great  Allow- 
ance must  be  made. 

I  am,  Gent, 

Tour  Obed.  Hbbl.  Serv. 

The  Board  of  War. 


Ephbaim  Blaine  to  Pbbs.  Rbbp,  1780. 

Toppan,  August  3, 1780. 
Honoured  Sir, 

The  Consumption  of  Provisions  have  Increased  this  Eight  days 
past,  and  without  the  States  use  four-fold  Exertions,  the  Army  can- 
not long  Subsist;  there  is  now  but  Ten  days'  flour  within  the 
Neighbourhood  of  Camp,  Eiug's  ferry  &  Morris  Town,  Six  days' 
supply  of  Beef,  and  little  or  no  Rum ;  aud  what  distresses  me  beyond 
measure,  I  have  this  moment  been  Informed  that  the  Magazine  at 
Trenton  is  quite  Exhausted,  and  all  the  flour  &  Rum  there  would 
not  Load  One  Brigade  of  Waggons. 

Supplying  the  French  Army  at  Rhode  Island,  has  held  back  part  of 
the  Supplies  of  Beef  I  had  reaeon  to  Expert  from  tiie  Eastern  States ; 
this  gives  me  reason  to  doubt  I  shall  fall  far  short  of  a  Sufficiency  of 
that  Article,  without  great  Assistance  from  the  Southward — much 
Dependance  is  put  on  your  State  for  flour  j  therefore,  pray  your 
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Ezoellenoy  &  Coanoil  to  give  ns  Immediate  relief  and  etety  posribla 
AsaUtanoe,  else  the  Army  must  undoubtedly  disband  for  want .  of 
Subsistaoee.  Marquis  La  Fayatte  is  j  ust  returned  from  Rhode  Island, 
and  brings  little  News,  Ezoept  the  French  Array  are  in  great  spirit^ 
and  with  the  Militia  was  well  prepared  to  have  received  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  &  his  Army,  had  he  proceeded  as  was  Expected.  I  Believe  the 
army  will  remain  here  several  days.  I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  very 
respectfully,  your  Excellencies  Most  obed*  Hble.  ServS 

BPH.  BLAINE,  0.  O.  P. 

Directed^ 

Public  Service. 
His  fizcellency,  Joseph  Beed,  Esq'',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


Ephbaim  Blainb  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1780* 

King's  Ferry,  8'  August,  1780. 
Sir,  « 

The  Committee  of  Congress  at  Head  Quarters  having  Called  upon 
the  States  to  furnish  Supplies  for  Our  Army,  (during  the  Campaign) 
which  is  Increasing  fast,  and  makes  the  daily  Consumption  of  Pro- 
visions very  considerable,  and  will  require  every  possible  Exertion 
of  the  States  to  keep  them  Supplied.-— 

Your  State  is  requested  to  furnish  five  thousand  barrels  of  flour^ 
Two  hundred  &  Twenty  five  hogshead^  of  Bum,  &  166,835  pounds 
of  Beef  ^  Month — there  is  fourteen  Brigades  assembled  in  this 
Neighbourhood,  and  Becruits  hourly  coming  in,  which,  with  the 
followers  of  the  Army,  now  Consume  One  hundred  barrels  of  flotir 
and  Sixty  five  head  of  Cattle  daily.  The  requisitions  made  by  the 
Committees  of  Congrees  upon  the  respective  States  for  Provisions, 
are  Calculated  to  supply  Our  Army,  which  is  very  shortly  Expected 
in  the  field ;  and  without  a  speedy  Complyance,  they  cannot  long 
subsist  ;-r-havo  in  the  most  pressing  termd  to  beg  your  Excellency 
and  Council  to  press  the  State  Contractors  to  use  every  possible 
means  to  facilitate  their  respective  Purchases,  and  forward  the  flour  & 
Bum  agreeable  to  the  Orders  of  the  Committee.  The  Beef  Cattle  wiil 
be  received  by  Cap*  Little  at  Philadelphia,  whom  I  have  appointed 
to  Superintend  that  Business,  and  forward  them  by  Droves  to  Head 
Quarters.  I  shall  be  happy  in  Adopting  any  measure  which  will 
make  the  delivery  of  Supplies  Easey  for  your  State. 

Our  sudden  March  from  Prackuess  in  Jersey,  to  this  place,  made 
me  Conclude  that  a  very  few  days  would  bring  us  into  New  York ; 
but  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  speedy  return  from  his  Intended  Expeditioa 
to  Bhode  Island,  has  prevented  his  Excellency  General  Washington 
from  proceeding  further.  We  are  now  recrossing  North  River,  and 
going  to  take  post  near  Dobb's  ferry,  which  is  about  Eighteen  Mile# 
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below  ibis  place ;  and  I  presame  we  sball  remain  ibere  until  ibe 
Arriyal  of  tae  Second  Diyialon  of  tbe  French  Fleet. 
I  haye  tbe  Honor  to  be^  with  great  Esteem, 

Your  Ezcellenoies  most  obed*  bble.  Serv*, 

SPH.  BLAINE,  0.  O.  Povoh*. 

**  His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  E8q^ 


Pbbs.  Ebed  to  Gbobgb  Gillbspib,  1780. 

Aug.  8d.  1780. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Hatlaek  being  in  Congress  has  laid  yonr  Letter  before  as,  Bat 
we  are  clearly  of  Opinion  &at  the  Besolation  of  Congress  being 
passed  before  regular  Goyemment  were  established  &  tending  to  con- 
trol the  internal  Police  of  those  States  cannot  under  such  a  Change 
of  Cinmmstanees  ayail  yon  as  an  Excnae  for  Non  Payment  of  your 
Militia  Taxes— The  Laws  of  the  State  mast  be  the  Bale  of  Condact 
for  those  who  liye  under  its  Power  &  Proteetion  to  which  you  will 
do  wdl  to  pay  a  cheerfal  Obedience — ^As  to  any  Acts  of  Oppression 
complained  of  the  Laws  are  open  to  any  one  who  esteems  himself 
injured — ^to  them  we  recommend  you  to  apply  for  Bedress,  It  being 
impossible  for  tbe  Sumreme  Executiye  Council  to  administer  Justice 
to  eyery  Individual  who  is  or  thinks  himself  injured  by  any  of  the 
0fficei8-*If  the  Laws  are  deemed  giieyoas  you  have  a  Bight  to  leave 
the  State  in  which  we  shall  give  you  our  Concurrence  so  far  as  is 
necessary — ^we  doubt  not  the  liberty  &  Independence  of  the  Country 
being  so  near  established  all  those  who  have  continued  here  waiting 
Changes  favourable  to  the  British  Govern  m5^  &  their  own  Wishes 
&  in  the  meanWOSme  reluctantly  obeying  the  Laws  of  the  State  ft 
embaiassing  the  publiok  Measures  as  &r  as  was  consistent  with 
their  own  personal  Safety  ft  who  shall  now  withdraw  from  the  County 
will  soon  be  replaced  9  I'^rsons  of  a  different  Disposition  ft 
Character. 

I  am  sir, 

your  Obd.  Hbbl.  Serv*, 

Jndonedf 
To  Mr.  Qeorgib  Gillespie  Bucks  County. 
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PbBS.  BbSD  so  Gsb'L  WASHXHaTON,  1780. 

Philad.^  Aug.  8^  1780. 
Sir, 

I  am  to  aolcnowledge  jcnx  Ezoell^'*  Favour  of  the  27th  ult,  call- 
ing for  the  Milida  of  this  State  to  join  the  main  Army  aa  aooa  aa 
possible — with  which  we  shall  moat  chearfallj  ft  readily  comply. 

On  the  12  June,  the  Militia  of  the  City  &  four  lower  Conntiea 
had  orders  to  hold  themselyes  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  Moment's 
Warning — On  the  arrival  of  the  French  Fleet,  Orders  were  immedi* 
ately  dispatched  over  the  Sosqnehanna  the  Ezecntton  of  which  I^hope 
by  this  Time  is  considerably  forwarded.  I  have  appointed  the  12^ 
of  this  Month  for  them  to  rendezvous  at  Trenton  except  such  as 
take  the  upper  Route.  I  flatter  myself  there  will  be  as  much  punctu^ 
ality  as  can  reasonably  be  ezpeeted  from  the  Begolarity  of  mndis- 
ciplined  Troops.  Should  any  Thing  interesting  oecmr  I  ahali  not 
fiui  to  give  your  Bxcell'  Notice.^- 

I  must  also  beg  leave  to  mention  that  our  purcharing  Oommia- 
aaries  represented  to  us  that  in  many  Places  where  we  are  directed 
to  deposit  Flour  &  Forage^  agreeable  to  your  Excell'*  Axvangement 
there  are  no  Persons  to  receive  it — and  that  there  ia  a  aimilar  Com- 
plaint of  the  Teams  ordered  out  no  Person  being  appointed  or  at 
least  chustuff  to  receive  k  issue  the  Foraffe  necessary  for  their 
Passage.  The  system  necessarily  implies  a  Receiver  different  from 
the  Purchaser  the  latter  delivering  on  Aoe^  of  the  State  &  the  other 
receiving  in  Behalf  of  the  Continent-^  ako  that  the  Flour  is  to  be 
receivable  by  the  Commissary — &  Forage  by  the  Q^  Master  At  Baaton 
where  we  have  been  directed  to  deposit  a  considerable  Quantity  of 
Flour  ft  Forage  there  is  no  Person  to  reoeive  or  Stores  to  lodge  it, 
the  same  upon  the  Susquehanna.  A  Letter  has  also  been  communl- 
eated  to  us  from  Mr.  Fnrman  at  Trenton^  representing  that  the 
Teams  sent  him  from  this  State  are  unneeessaiy  tf)kideed  embaraa* 
ring  as  he  was  then  actually  discharging  voluntary  Teams  for  want  of 
Hay  ft  Pasture  ft  Pay^  ft  expressly  dedu^ng  that  if  supplied  with 
these  Articles  he  can  do  the  Transportation  wiUi  the  Teams  of  the 
State  in  which  he  lives. 

The  sending  these  Teams  out  of  the  State  toother  with  those 

?recur'd  for  the  French  Troops  will  be  very  heavily  felt  in  the  next 
ear's  CropS|  we  submit  chearfully  to  this  if  indispensably  necessary, 
but  your  Exoell^*  Discernment  will  easily  point  out  the  difficulties  ft 
Discontents  that  will  ensue  if  the  Facts  are  as  stated  by  those  Oen- 
demen  on  whose  Veracity  we  believe  the  greatest  Dependance  can  be 
plad^.  We  are  informed  that  a  farther  Demand  of  Teams  to  the 
Amount  of  1066  is  to  be  made  on  this  State,  we  should  be  wanting 
in  Duty  to  the  publick  as  well  as  Justice  to  your  Exoell^  not  to 
take  the  first  Opp^  to  inform  you  that  we  do  not  think  it  practicable 
to  comply  with  it,  the  Letters  we  receive  from  the  Waggon  Masters 
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acmiTe  us  9i  the  greatMl  Diffioultiea  in  perfonning  former  orders— 
the  Number  of  Teama  ia  the  State  is  greatlj  nd«eed|  Laaeaster 
Goanty  which  formerly  regiatered  1700  now  does  not  register  500  ft 
many  of  Aoae  are  ordinary,  eome  of  the  other  Gonntiea  have  de- 
elined  in  a  greater  Proportion.  We  must  intreat  your  Bxcell'  to 
belieye  that  it  ia  with  real  Btolnelanoe  we  deoline  toy  Beqnimtion 
beoanae  we  are  perawaded  you  wonld  not  make  any  which  yoQ  did 
not  deem  neoeasary,  but  we  dare  not  mislead  in  Pointa  of  ae  great 
Consequence  or  give  Ezpectationb  where  we  have  no  solid  Ground 
to  go  upon.  The  present  Beaonroes  ft  Ability  of  this  State  are  greatly 
exaggerated  whether  thro  Ignorance  er  PesigB  is  not  ao  materiaL 
The  Priees  giTcn  in  Specie  are  the  nest  undeniable  Proofr  of 
it.  The  Horses  purohased  by  the  Frenoh  Gommissuj  the  not  of 
the  first  Quality,  have  on  an  Average  cost  £60  each.  Hm  Waggena 
are  engaged  on  a  like  Seaie.  The  Justice  of  our  Bemarks  must 
appear  more  clearly  when  your  Ezoellency  recollects  that  the  Army 
has^  been  chiefly  supplied  with  Horses  ft  Waggona  from  this  State 
daring  the  War,  that  the  most  of  them  now  attached  to  the  Army 
are  drawn  from  this  State.  The  Q'  Master  yesterday  declared  that 
half  of  all  the  supplies  furnished  the  A^y  (imported  Articles  ex- 
oepted)  had  been  drawn  from  this  State  f&  three  Years  past.  These 
Ciroumstanoes  cannot  &il  of  making  a  due  impression  on  your  Exeell' 
ft  convincing  you  that  our  fiepresentatiens  on  this  Subject  are  not 
the  Result  of  Indisposition  to  comply  with  reasonable  Acquests  but 
proceeding  from  a  Knowledge  of  the  real  State  of  the  Country  & 
certainly  deserve  more  Consideration  than  those  of  Persons  who  if 
free  from  the  Suspicion  of  Partiality  or  sinister  Views  must  be  ad- 
mitted to  be  ignorant  of  the  Circumstances  of  the  State.  It  is  to 
us  incomprehensible  that  any  should  be  found  who  would  undertake 
to  estimate  the  Abilitv  <^  a  State  whose  Knowledge  extends  no 
farther  than  the  Bounds  of  the  City.  But  we  depend  on  your  Ex- 
cell''  Candour  Discernment  ft  Impartiality,  ft  hope  you' will  do  us 
the  justice  to  believe  that  as  nothing  haa  been  omitted  so  we  shall 
continue  our  exertions  in  the  publi(S:  Service  with  unremitted  At- 
tention. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  great  respect  and  Regard, 

your  Excellr  most  Obed.  Hbbl  Serf* 
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Col.  Bahukl  J.  Atlek  to  Fees.  Reed,  1780. 

Lanoftster,  Atigt.  4tli^  1780. 

I  hwe  issnod  the  orders  for  t^e  immediate  bolding  in  readiness 
the  ^r^e  first  Glaflses  of  the  militia  of  this  Gonnty.  The  people 
complain  loudly  thai  the  Counties  of  Chester^  York,  and  Cumber- 
land have  not  done  equal  duties  with  the  County  of  Lancaster,  and 
appeal  to  the  LaW;  which  provided  that  no  County  shall  be  called  to 
serrioe  nntill  the  other  Counties  in  thel  State  have  performed  their 
equal  Tours.  I  shall  nevertheless  proeeed  with  the  utmost  Vigor,  and 
endeavour  to  fulfill  the  wish  of  Counoill.  I  have  this  minute  reed. 
« line  from  the  HAble.  the  Yioe  president  with  a  packett  of  40 
Resolutions  for  the  Recruiting  service  which  I  have  distributed  to 
the  different  Battalions.  Give  me  leaye  to  observe.  Sir,  that  few  men 
will  credit  us  untili  their  arrival  at  Philada.  your  Excellency  must 
know  well  the  disposition  of  Recruits,  that  nothing  satisfies  short  of 
the  monies  promised  upon  their  entering. 

I  have  not  the  least  dopbt  that  upon  proper  encouragement,  and 
tt  sum  of  hard  money  placed  in  my  hands,  I  could  procure  a  great 
many  good  men  in  this  County,  much  fitter  for  the  service  than  the 
idle  lurking  fellows  to  be  found  about  the  Wharves  of  Philad.  I 
always  found  the  Philad.  Recruits  the  worst  sent  into  the  army,  I 
look  upon  one  sprightly  young  fellow  from  the  Country  worth  two  to 
be  found  in  Cities. 

The  reward  of  two  Hundred  dollars  upon  the  Delivering  of  the 
Recruit  at  the  Barracks  will  not  procure  any  from  the  Country,  no 
provision  being  made  for  the  subsistance  untili  such  deliveiy  nor  for 
the  Bxpence  of  traveling — ^in  both  which  articles  two  Hundred  dollars 
will  go  but  very  little  way. 

I  am  Sir;  with  he  highest  Respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient^ 

and  very  Hble  Servt. 

BAM.  J.  ATLEE. 

On  publick  service. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esquire  President  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Pres.  Beed  to  Bfiia.  Gen.  James  Potteb,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  General  has  called  for  4000  militia  to  co-oporato  with  the 
Main  army  in  an  attack  on  the  City  of  New  York,  in  Conjunction 
with  our  allies  who  have  arrived  at  Rhode  Island,  forming  a  most 
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rapeetabl^Foroebotk  by  06ft  &  Land,  Tow  Ezperienee,  Jndgemeiifc 
&  totWity  will  be  of  great  service  to  the  Coantry,  on  this  OooMion, 
&  peculiarly  so  to  me.  If  therefore  it  is  possible  for  you  to  borne  I 
shall  be  glad  to  see  you  as  sood  as  you  can  consistent  with  the  service 
which  I  most  request  yoa  to  undertake  on  the  Way.  We  have 
odled  for  the  Militia  from  Cumberland,  &  York,  which  we  hope  you 
will  forward  as  soon  as  may  be  or  rather  we  hope  you  will  bring 
them  down  with  you,  we  shall  endeavour  .to  get  every  Thing  in 
Beadiness  here,  I  expect  to  leave  this  Place  12th,  Inst.  &  shall  be 
impatient  to  see  yon  as  soon  as  is  ccmsisteni  with  the  Nature,  & 
Utility  of  the  service. 


Pbbs.  Brbd  to  Board  of  Wab,  1780. 

Gentlemen, 

Having  as  soon  as  in  our  Power  considered  the  Papers  sent  us  from 
Fort  Pitt,*  we  now  return  them  agreeable  to  your  Request  with  such 
Information  on  thb  subject  as  will  cojvply  with  your  R^queslj,  &  if 
any  Thing  is  omitted  will  chearfully  supply  it. 

Soon  after  the  Resolve  of  Congress  calling  on  the  state  for  speci- 
fick  aupi^ies,  the  Assembly  passed  an  Act  empowering  us  to  appoint 
Commissioners  in  I  he  several  Counties  to  carry  it  into  Execution.  On 
the  3d  april,  among  others  we  appointed  Samuel  Lyon,  for  the 
County  of  Cumberland,  &  John  Allen  for  the  County  of  Westmore- 
land having  Fort  Pitt  in  Contemplation  as  an  Object  of  their  Atten- 
tion— Soon  after  we  received  from  the  Gen.  an  arrangement  of  these 
supplies  a  Copy  whereof  we  lately  sent  you,  we  immediately  for- 
warded Directions  thereupon  to  those  Gentlemen,  with  orders  to 
make  a  monthly  Return  of  their  Proceedings,  &  sent  at  the  same 
Time  a  sum  of  Money.  We  have  not  heard  from  either  of  the 
Gentlemen  since,  but  suppose  the  Continental  Officers  who  had  the 
Care  of  forwarding,  &  issuing  the  supplies,  had  drawn  from  them 
what  was  neceviary.  But  we  have  now  wrote  to  them  impressing 
the  Necessity  of  exerting  themselves  for  the  Relief  of  the  Post,  & 
directing  a  monthly  supply  on  the  following  Scale  Cumberland  to 
supply  150  Barrels  of  Flour  500  Bushels  of  short  Forage  &  SOO 
Gallons  of  Whiskey,— Westmoreland  50  Barrels  of  Flour  &  500 
Bushels  of  Indian  Corn,  100  Gall,  of  Whiskey  that  being  as  n^r 
the  General's  Arrangement  as  we  can  make  it.  The  Difficulty  of 
Transportation  was  represented  last  Spring  to  the  General,  &  a  Cal- 
culation of  Expenoe  by  which  it  appeared  that  the  Carriage  would 
far  exceed  the  original  Price  of  the  articles,  &  we  thou^t  it  necessary 
that  some  Continental  arrangementishould  be  formed  on  that  Head  as 
the  system  could  not  justly  or  fairly  be  extended  so  as  to  throw  that 
Burthen  on  the  State.  We  reeeivod  an  answer  .signif;^ing  his  seniie 
of  the  Difficulty,  but  also  containing  an  Intimation  that  he  did  not 

*  See  page  471.  .^ 

21* 
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066  ibe  Bem6dy.  W6  slSll  tbink  it  bigiily  importo&t  as  kis  easj  td 
^  066  from  tfa6  Natare  of  that  Transportation  that  it  oannot  bo  effeotell 
by  tho  stato  and  b6  reasonably  inoludod  in  the  system  of  speeifiok  safh 
plies.  The  Impractioability  of  this  system  we  think  will  soon  be 
obTions  witb  Respect  to  the  Posts,  &  sitnations  within  oar  BeMh^ 
but  as  to  them  at  so  mat «  Distance  it  mnst  be  absolntely  so  k  will  we 
tear  unless  altered  be  attended  with  minons  Gonseqnences.  How- 
ever we  shall  do  every  tbine  in  our  Power  to  supply  as  far  as  we  ean< 
We  haye  sent  «  Letter  to  Mr.  Lyon  by  an  Express  going  off  ^is 
afternoon^  we  enclose  one  to  Mr.  Allen  with  some  DlaDkjKetamB  direct*- 
ing  him  in  the  same  Manner  to  exert  himself  and  throw  in  the 
aid  of  the  County. 

I  am  Gent. 

Tour  obcd,  Hbble.  Serr. 
Indorsedj 
Apg.  4th,  1780. 


Prbs.  Rbbd  to  Osnl.  Gbo.  WASHmaTour,  1780. 

Sir, 

Your  Favotir  of  tho  TJlt. ,  rigaifying  your  Intentions  to  call  tho 
Gkrman  Begiment  from  the  Frontiers  of  this  StatSi  has  been  duly 
received.  As  yo Ar  Ezoell^  is  the  best  Judge,  &  has  an  undoubted  Right 
to  direct  the  Operations  of  every  Branch  of  the  Amerioan  Army  to  t£at 
Point  where  you  sb«ll  deem  them  most  useful,  it  is  eur  Duty  to  acqui- 
*  esoe  in  this  Measure;  &  tho*  it  probably  may  at  first  be  distressing 
*.<^to  the  inhabitants,  we  shall  endeavor  to  reconcile  them  to  it  as  a 
necessary  &  proper,  though  an  unexpected  Event.  We  esteem  it 
as  a  very  great  Misfortune,  that  our  earnest  &  unremitted  Endeavours 
to  fill  up  the  Line  of  this  State,  &  answer  your  Exoell^  Expectations, 
have  not  been  more  deserving  your  Approbation — we  are  still  indus- 
triously persevering  to  call  in,  from  the  distant  Counties  A;  elsewhere 
Men  for  this  Ptirpose.  The  most  remote  Parts  will,  in  a  little  Time, 
we  trust,  send  forth  Men  to  the  Army^— they  are  directed,  enjoinea 
&  encouraged  so  to  do ;  ft  in  all  Events,  however  our  well  meant 
Designs  &  real  Exertions  may  not  be  sufficiently  known,  or  properly 
understood,  wo  are  conscious  of  having  done  tfvery  Thing  in  our 
"Power  to  promote  the  Interests  of  our  Country,  ft  if  a  due  Estimale 
was  made  of  the  Men  furnished  by  this  Stato,  from  the  Beginning 
of  the  War  to  Ihk  Time,  we  iatter  ourselves  that  few  States  in  the 
Union  would  appear  more  meritorious.  In  Attention  to  our  (Micera  • 
ft  Men  to  make  them  easy,  comfortable,  ft  of  respectable  Appearance ; 
in  supplying  the  great  Departmente  of  the  Army,  ft  in  filling  tho  - 
Loan  Offices,  no  State  can  pretend  a  Competition  with  this.  Wo  do  * 
not  make  these  Comparisons  as  blaming  others;  tboy  have  doubtless 
done  to  tho  utmost  of  their  Abilities ;  but  we  think  it  our  Duty  to 
guard  against  tho  Suggestions  of  Error,  which  seem  likely  to  lead  to 
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Ckmseqneiioetf  itry  iojnrioira  to  the  oomnfon  CniBe.  Our  Union 
hitherto  has  heeif  oar  Strength ;  &  should  we  form  any  nnfortnnate 
Constructions  of  each  other's  Conduct^  fall  into  unkind  or  nnohari-' 
table  Gonelosions,  it  may  tend  to  disoourtge  the  willing  &  aotive; 
depress  the  timid — &  give  Hope  to  our  Enemies.  Gould  we  lay  a 
true  &  complete  State  of  the  Bxertions  of  Pennsyla.  before  your 
Exoell',  we  should  have  nothing  to  apprehend^— but  we  are  persuaded 
you  are  too  just  to  permit  Impressions  to  be  made  from  vague  & 
partial  Representations. 
Inchr9edj 
August  5;  1780. 


Pr8&  Rbbd  to  Wh.  Ambbrson,  1780. 

Philad.,  Aug.  5, 1780. 

Sir, 

Early  in  the  Summer,  we  forwarded  an  Appointment  to  you  as 
Commissi  of  Purchases  for  the  County  of  Westmoreland,  with  a 
Sum  of  State  Money  to  carry  them  into  Effect.  Knowing  how 
important  Fort  Pitt  wa^  to  the  Western  Country,  we  flattered  our- 
selves you  would,  before  this  Time,  have  i^ormed  us  what  Supplies 
you  could  furnish  for  that  Post,  &  acquaint  us  with  your  Views, 
Situation  &  Prospects.  We  have  had  very  alarming  Accounts  from 
Col.  Broadhead,  intimating  the  Danger  of  his  being  obliged  to  evac-  - 
uate  this  Post,  in  consequence  of  a  Scarcity  of  Provisions.  The  great 
Difference  of  his  being  supplied  by  the  Country  beyond  the  Moun- 
tains, would  necessarily  incline  us  strongly  to  wish  you  would  make 
the  most  powerful  Exertions  for  that  Purpose,  &  we  istreat  you  so 
to  do.  -If  the  Continental  Money  would  answer  your  Purposes  better 
than  the  State,  we  will  endeavor  to  mix  it.  Having  already  quota'd 
the  Counties  within  the  State,  we  must  do  the  same  by  yours;  & 
do  therefore  direct  you  to  supply  the  Garrison  with  Fifty  Barbells 
of  Flour,  500  Bushels  of  Indian  Corn,  &  100  Gallons  of  Whiskey  ^ 
Month.  After  the  plentiful  Harvest  which  has  been  gathered  in 
that  County,  as  we  are  informed,  we  hope  no  Difficulty  will  occur  to 
prevent  your  getting  this  Supply — But  if  there  docs,  you  must 
impress  it:  We  have  no  other  Means  of  effecting  it,  &  we  trust  we 
shall  stand  both  excused  &  justified  in  taking  this  Measure  if  Indo- 
lence or  Avarice  interpose  their  baneful  Influence. 

We  send  you  Blank  Heturns,  both  for  the  Purchases  &  Delivery 
which  we  sh&U  be  glad  you  would  fill  up  occasionally  &  send  them  to 
the  Council  &  the  Continental  Board  of  War,  that  we  may  have  as 

Sirfect  fti  Account  of  the  State  of  Matters  as  may  be.  If,  from 
ircumstances  unknown  to  us,  the  Post  cannot  be  supplied  beyond 
the  Mountains,  you  will  do  well  to  give  M'  Lyon  the  earliest  Notice, 
that  he  may  pay  a  proper  Attention  to  it.     He  is  the  Purchasing 
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CommiMttry  of  Gnmberkad.  The  great  Distanoe  of  the  Posts,  the 
maoy  important  &  intereetiDg  Objects  in  this  part  of  the  World, 
necessarily  oblige  us  to  leave  much  to  your  Discretioiiy  Activity  & 
Judgment;  we  hope  you  will  leave  us  nothing  to  report  on  this 
Head.  M'  Scott  &  the  other  Gentlemen  of  Influence  in  the  County, 
will,  we  are  persuaded,  give  you  all  possible  Assistance.  You  wUl 
alao  do  well  to  keep  up  a  constant  Intercourse  with  GoL  Broadhead. 
We  hope,  with  the  Blessing  of  Providence^  the  kind  Assistance  sent 
us  by  our  Allies,  that  great  Things  may  be  done  this  Summer  for 
delivering  our  Country  from  the  Calamities  of  War ;  the  good  Effects 
of  capital  Success  here,  will  extend  to  your  County,  &  relieve  you 
from  the  Distresses  you  have  experienced  for  some  Time.  I  have 
also  the  Satisfaction  of  informing  you,  that  the  Legislature  of  Vir- 
ginia has  sent  an  Official  Confirmation  of  the  Line  run  by  the  Com- 
missioners in  1779 ;  so  that  we  may  congratulate  the  good  People 
of  the  County  on  the  happy  Prospect  of  internal  Peace,  if  they  will 
vigorously  exert  themselves  ag^  the  common  Enemy. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  &  very  Hbble.  Servt 


CoL«  John  Pipbk  to  Fbxs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Bedford  County,  Aug'  6",  1780. 
Sir, 

Your  favour  of  the  8'  of  June*  with  the  Blank  Commissions  have 
Been  duly  Recev'.  Since  which  we  Have  been  anxiously  employed 
in  raising  our  quota  of  Pennsylvania  Volanteers  and  at  the  Same 
time  defending  our  fronteers,  but  in  our  Present  shattered  Situation 
a  full  Company  Cannot  be  Expected  from  this  County  when  a  num- 
ber of  our  Militia  Companys  are  Intirely  Broke  up  and  whole 
Townships  Layd  waste.  So  that  the  Comunioaiion  betwixt  our 
uper  and  Lower  districts  is  Entirely  broke,  and  our  apprehentions 
of  Emediate  Danger  are  not  lesson'  But  Greatly  Agravated  by  a 
most  Alarming  stroke.  Cap'  Philips,  an  Experienced  good  woods 
man  Had  Engaged  a  Company  of  Rangers  for  the  space  of  two 
Months  for  the  Defence  of  our  fronteers,  was  Surprisd  at  His  Post 
on  Sunday  the  16th  July,  when  the  Capt.  with  Eleven  of  His  Com- 
pany wore  all  taken  and  Killd.  When  I  Recev'  the  Intelligence, 
which  was  the  day  following,  I  marched  with  only  ten  Men  directly 
to  the  Place,  where  we  found  the  House  Burnt  to  Ashes,  with  sun- 
dry Indian  Tomahawks  that  had  been  Lost  in  the  action,  But  found 
no  Person  Kill''  at  that  Place.  But  upon  taking  the  Indian  tracks^ 
within  about  one  Half  mile  we  found  ten  of  Cap*  Philips'  Company 
with  their  Hands  ty'  and  Murdered  in  the  most  Cruel  Mapper. 

This  Bold  Enterprise  so  Alarmed  the  Inhabitants  that  our  whole 
fronteers  were  upon  the  point  of  Giveing  way,  but  upon  Aplication 
to  the  Lieu*  of  Cumberland  County  He  Hath  sent  to  our  Assistance 

*  See  page  297. 
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one  GompMy  of  the  Pannj''  rolanteers,  which,  with  the  TdaHteen 
Baisd  in  our  own  Countj  Hath  so  Enoouraged  the  iDhabitants  that 
they  seem  Determind  to  Stand  it  a  Little  Longer.  We  hope  our 
Gondaet  will  Receye  your  Approbation,  and  yon'i  pleas  to  aprove  it 
By  Sending  yoor  Special  order  to  onr  Oennty  Commissioner  to  far^ 
nish  these  Men  with  Provisions  and  other  necessarys  untiU  Such 
times  as  other  Provisions  Can  be  made  for  onr  Defenoe.  As  Colo- 
nel Smith  will  Deliver  this  I  Beg  Leave  to  Recommend  you  to  Him^ 
as  He  is  verrey  Capable  to  Oive  full  Satisfaction  to  you  in  Every 
Partioolar  of  our  Present  Circumstances. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  ^ 

with  all  Due  Respect, 

your  Ezcellancys  Most  obed^ 

and  verey  Humble  serv% 
JOHN  PIPER. 

N.  B.  As  Colonel  Smith,  the  Bearer,  promises  to  take  Particular 
Care  of  what  May  be  Committed  to  His  Care  By  Council  for  the 
use  of  this  County,  yoa'l  therefore  Pleas  to  Deliver  Him  for  the 
nse  of  this  County  the  following  Artiokles,  viz. : 

Five  Hundred  w*  of  Powder  and  Load  in  Proportion. 

One  thousand  Gun  flints. 

One  doacn  falling  Aze& 

Six  Camp  kittles. 

i  Rheam  Writing  Paper. 

As  we  are  mutch  Distressed  for  want  of  the  above  Particulars 
your  Complyance  will  be  a  means  of  encouraging  what  Remains  of 
the  County  to  Stand  this  Season,  as  allso  Serving  the  Publiok  &  he 
who  has  the  Honour  of  subscribing  himself  as  Before. 

J.  P. 
Birectedf 

On  Publick  Service. 

His  Ezcellancy  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  Precedent  in  Council. 

P'  favour  of  Colonel  Thomas  Smith. 


Conrad  Erbider  to  Pre8»  Rbbd,  1780. 

Allen  Township^  Northampton  County, 

Aug-*  6,  1780. 
May  it  please  your  Worships, 

When  I  Received  your  orders  to  me  from  the  25th  of  July  last* 
for  making  up  the  Teams  required  in  the  orders  of  this  County,  and 
for  Buying  the  one  Hundred  Horses,  I  began  to  Execute  the  orders 
imediately,  but  soon  found  that  I  could  not  get  any  by  the  directions 

*  Bee  page  446. 
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I  hnij  for  the  owners  of  Hones  would  set  their  own  prioe.  I  tfaett 
Notified  all  the  Jostioes  of  the  County  to  meet  on  the  5th  of  this 
month  to  Assist  me.  At  the  ssme  time  in  Notifying  the  Jnstioes  s 
new  demand  oame  from  his  Eieellenej  General  Washington  by 
Major  Lee  with  a  party  of  the  light  DragoonSy  for  one  Hnncbed  four 
Horse  Teams  and  twenty-four  Horses  more,  either  to  make  them 
yolantiu*ily  in  a  short  time  in  this  County,  or,  aooording  to  his  orderSi 
to  Impress.  He  likewise  (the  said  Major  Lee)  eame  to  our  meeting, 
and  all  the  Justiees  of  each  Township  in  the  County  so  notified  met 
on  the  day  appointed  at  the  v^  hour,  and  unanimously  undertook 
to  make  up  the  said  one  Hundred  Teams  and  twenty-£)ur  Horses, 
laid  a  Quota  on  each  Township  for  the  same,  and  likewise  for  the 
one  Hundred  Horses  above  mentioned,  and  to  have  all  the  Teams 
to  go  this  Week,  and  the  twenty-four  Horses.  But  to  acquaint  the 
Honble  the  President  and  Counoil  about  the  Conductors  which  I 
must  haye  to  each  Brigade  of  Waggons  and  likewise  to  all  the  said 
Horses;  none  will  undertake  to  go  without  knowing  a  oertaintj  of 
wages  what  to  have,  and  will  not  go  without  good  wages.  Ro  like- 
wise the  drivers,  of  which  the  most  part  I  shall  be  obliged  to  inlist 
and  to  pay  one  month  advance ;  and  none  of  the  Conductors  will 
nor  can  go  without  some  Money  for  to  Supply  themselves  and  the 
Teams  in  Necessary  articles  on  the  Road,  and  as  I  was  acquainted 
that  forrage  was  very  scarce,  and  in  the  most  places  none  to  be  had 
in  the  Jersey,  1  ordered  each  Team  to  take  forrage  for  eight  or  ten 
days  from  home,  for  which  they  will  have  ready  money  paid  down. 
Which  Conductors,  Drivers,  forrage.  Expresses  will  require  a  large 
Sum  of  Money,  for  which  the  Sum  I  received  last  is  too  small,  and 
for  the  order  1  received  for  Money  at  the  Treasury  at  Easton  I  can 
get  none  yet  as  there  is  none  there.  I  hope  you  will  send  me  a 
good  sum  of  Money  as  soon  as  may  be,  as  I  cannot  act  without,  for 
whi(A  I  will  honestly  account  in  my  Settlement  ^  And  to  let  me 
know  what  hire  the  Conductors  ^and  drivers  is  to  have  o^  I  must 
undertake  to  set  a  price.  Further  would  I  be  very  glad  to  know 
whether  our  County  is  now  excused  from  giving  the  Teams  required 
in  the  orders  of  the  25th  of  July  last  by  sending  off  so  many  now ; 
further  do  I  want  fifty  sertificates  more  at  least^  as  I  have  received 
only  fifty  and  shall  want  one  Hundred. 
I  am  your  most 

obedient  Humble  servant, 

CONRAD  KREIDER,  W.  M. 
for  Northampton  County. 
Directed^ 

To  the  Honourable  the  President  &  Council  in  Philadelphia, 
These.  ^     ' 
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Warbaitf  of  Sale  by  Oottrt  op  Admiralty  to  tbm 
Marshal,  1780. 

P(Mrt  of  Philadelphia,  \   ' 
PeniuiylTania  bs.     j 

Francis  Hopkinson,  Esquire,  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Admi* 
[seal]  nlij  of  the  State  of  PennBylvania  To  Matthew  ClarksoD, 
Esquire  Marshall  of  the  said  State  Oreetiug.^ — Whereas  it 
is  testified  unto  me  that  the  Cargo  on  board  the  Ship  or  Vessel 
called  the  Albion,  lately  sent  into  this  port  and  libelled  against  as 
Prize  by  Samuel  Walker,  qui  tarn,  &c.,  is  in  great  Danger  of  Waste, 
Spoil  and  Damage,  These  therefore  are  to  authorize  and  command 
you  forthwith  to  sell  at  publick  Vendue  all  and  singular  the  Ooods, 
Wares  and  Merchandizes  laden  and  found  on  board  the  said  Ship  at 
the  Time  of  her  Capture ;  and  you  are  to  detain  and  keep  in  your 
safe  Custody  the  monies  arising  from  the  said  Sales  ready  to  abide 
.  the  further  Order  of  this  Court.  And  how  you  shall  have  executed 
this  Writ  make  Return  to  me  at  a  Court  of  Admiralty  to  be  held  at 
my  Chambers  in  Philadelphia,  the  twenty  first  Day  of  August  Inst., 
together  with  this  Writ  Given  under  my  Hand,  the  Seal  of  the  said 
Court  the  sev^nlh  Day  of  Aogust,  Anno  Domini,  1780. 

PBAS.  HOPKINSON. 


Abraham  Smith  to  Prbs.  Beed,  1780. 

Cumberland  County,  Augt.  7%  1780. 
Sir, 

I  Received  the  orders,  of  Council  for  the  Volunteers  to  be  put  in 
motion  in  order  to  join  the  main  Army,  and  for  those  Classes  of  the 
Militia  to  be  in  readiness,  it  was  unfortunately  long  Comins  to  my 
hand.  I  have  Sent  agreeable- ^o^sttd- orders  to  put  the  Volunteers 
in  motion,  which  were  Raised  on  this  side  of  the  north  mountain, 
but  unfoFtonately  I  have  Sent  one  Company  of  them  to.  the  ftonteera 
of  Northumberland  County  and  the  other  to  the  fronteers  of  bedford 
whioh  was  in  a  very  Distressed  Situation.  About  three  weeks  ago 
the  Indians  Come  on  a  Scout  of  a  Capt.  and  twelve  men  in  a  place 
Called  Woodoeok  valley  and  not  one  of  the  party  escaped  they  lay 
I  believe  ten  days  without  behig  buried.  I  went  with  a  party  from 
this  County  and  covered  them  the  best  we  could  which  was  a  very 
Disagreeable  task. 

I  am  apt  to  think  it  will  be  a  very  Distressing  and  Disagreeable 
Circumstance  to  the  fronteers  to  have  the  Volunteers  taken  from . 
them.     My  Reason  for  sends  them  there  as  soon  as  they  were  ready 
was  to  Suport  and  assist  the  Inhabitants  in  Saving  their  harvest. 
I  am  afraid  the  Mclitia  of  this  County  will  not  turn  out  ^  well  as  I 
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coald  wish.  Bat  your  Ezoellenoe  may  Depend  thai  every  ezertion 
in  siy  Power  Shall  be  need  on  the  oocaUon  as  I  am  fully  Ooavittoed 
of  the  Necessity  of  oar  atmoet  efforts  thia  year  in  order  to  SaTe  the 
Gonntry.  Thia  County  is  now  very  scarce  of  Amunition  and  I  haTa 
not  been  able  to  find  any  trusty  hand  and  .waggon  to  Send  for  .any 
but  1  ezpeet  one  before  long  when  I  flatter  myself  that  Gouncil.irill 
Supply  ns  with  a  sufficient  qnantity  of  Powder  Lead  and  flints.  I 
Doubt  if  the  number  required  of  Militia  turns  ont  we  will  not  be 
able  to  arm  them  in  this  County  as  we  have  already  furnished  the 
Volunteers  out  of  what  State  arms  was  here  but  we  have  yet  a  few 
muskets  but  they  all  want  bayonets.  I  am  happy  to  inform  you 
that  we  have  this  year  had  a  very  plentifuU  harvest  in  this  County 
and  an  appearance  of  fine  Com  and  plenty  of  fruit,  and  also  a  good 
Disposition  in  a  number  of  the  People  to  receive  and  give  Credit  to 
the  State  money,  if  they  could  get  it,  b.nt  very  little  of  it  has  Come 
to  this  part  of  the  County  yet,  but  if  ready  money  of  any  kind  oould 
be  had  there  Could  be  plenty  of  Supplies  Purchased,  there  may  a 
Difficulty  arise  about  Procuring  waggons  as  I  believe  there  is  no 
waggon  Master  that  acts  for  this  County. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
your  Ezoellenoes 

^    most  ebedieai-Hnmble  Servant, 

AB-  SMITH. 
Directed  J 
On  Publick  Service. 

His  EzcoUence  Joseph  Beed,  Esq',  President  of  the  Sute  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Indorsed^ 

Cumberland  County,  Aug-*  7, 1780,  from  Abraham  Smith  Lieut 
of  Cumberland  County. 


M.  HiLLEaAS,  TBBAd,  TO  Pkbs.  Rbkd,  1780, 

•         ,  Philad%  Aug*  7%  1780. 

Gentlemen,  ^       6       ; 

I  am  directed  by  the  Honw  the  Board  of  Treasury*  on  the  6«^ 
Instant  to  present  the  two  Warrants  of  Congress  on  his  Ezeellency 
the  President  and  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common 
Wealth  of  Pennsylvania  dated  June  29»«»  last  the  one  for  One  Mil- 
lion  Seven  Hundred  and  Ninety  six  Thousand  Nine  hundred  and 
fifty  Dolkrs,  the  other  for  four  Million  ^i^  hundred  and  Sixty  nine 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  444. 
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Thoasand  and  forty  five  Dollars  and  thirty  Ninetieths  of  a  dollar, 
^<  for  Payment  and  report  their  Answer/' 
I  am  Gentlemen, 

w^  great  Esteem 

Your  most  Ohed.  Servant, 

M.  HILLEGAS,  Treasr. 
Directed^ 

Hb  Excellency  The  President  and  the  Supreme  Execative  Goaii> 
eil  of  the  Common  Wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


Prxs.  Bbbd  to  Miohasl  Hillbgas,  1780. 

To  Michael  Hillegas,  Esq., 
Sir, 

In  Answer  to  yonr  Favour  received  this  Morning  which  has  been 
laid  befere  the  OouneiL,  I  am  to  acquaint  yoQ  that  with  the  Orders 
already  accepted — 3  Millions  of  Dollars  paid  for  Beef  &  other  Flesh 
in  the  late  Exigence  of  the  Army — &  the  Certificates  on  Hand  for 
ijoarter  Masters  &  Commissiriea  Debts  k  which  have  been  paid  in 
for  Tszea  a|peeable  to  the  Resolution  of  Congress  of  May  last— the 
Quota  of  this  State  subjeot  to  the  Order  of  Congress  must  be  fully 
paid.  Notwithstandmg  this  if  it  was  in  our  Power  we  should  ehear- 
fuUy  accept  the  Orders  payable  on  future  Quotas  if  the  State  of  our 
Treasury  would  nermit  but  the  vast  Expenditure  of  the  State  in 
Consequenee  of  tne  System  for  speoifiok  Supplies— A  now  the  Call 
of  the  Militia  absolutely  incapacitates  us  from  giving  any  Relief. 
On  the  3'>  Inat.  the  Treasurer  certified  Uiat  he  had  only  46,000  Del- 
lare  in  the  Treasury.  And  our  State  Money  has  met  with  so  un* 
kind  a  Reception  especially  in  this  City  that  we  fear  it  will  not 
answer  your  Purposes  nor  those  for  which  it  was  issued  viz.  procuring 
Bread  for  the  Army. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  most  obed. 

&  very  Hbble  Serv., 

J.  REED* 

August  7<^  1780.  To  Michael  Hillegas,  Esq',  Continsntal 
Treasurer. 
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Paes.  Reed  to  DuEeATES  ov  Congbebs,  1780. 

Gentlemen^ 

In  answer  to  the  ResolTe  of  Congress  of  tbe  2*  Inst,  yon  will 
please  to  inform  that  Hon.  Body  that  we  are  drawing  np  a  full  com- 
prehensive View  of  the  Tazes^  SnpplieS|  Forces  &c.  of  this  Common- 
wealth as  requested  some  Time  ago.  But  the  great  Extent  of  the 
State  the  Number  of  Persons  to  consult  &  authenticating  the  neces- 
•sary  Papers  unavoidably  has  taken  some  Time :  But  it  is  now  in  such 
Forwardness  that  it  will  be  laid  before  Congress  in  a  very  few  B^ys. 
I  am  with  great  Bespect  &  Regard  Gent. 

YourObed.  HbUeSer. 
Indorsed^ 

August  7th,  1780.    To  the  Honble  the  Belegatai  of  Pennsylvsaia. 


Prbs.  Rseb  to  Col.  Epheaim  Blahts,  1780. 

Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  8*  Inst.*  came  safely  to  Hand  yesterday.  The 
Requisition  you  mention  has  been  received  some  Time  ago  &  for- 
warded to  the  different  Couaties  with  the  most  express  &  positive 
Orders  to  eairy  it  into  Effdet  with  all  possible  Energy  &  Spint  .  The 
Difficulty  &  Heart  burning  which  ever  attends  fimring  the  Properly 
out  of  the  Hands  of  the  People  &  out  Besim  to  draw  from  them 
voluntary  Supplies  induced  us  in  the  Spring  to  direct  the  Commis- 
sioners to  try  the  utmost  Effect  of  voluntary  Purchase.  But  as  you 
will  perceive  by  the  inclosed  we  have  since  departed  firom  this  Line. 
This  Letter  is  only  one  of  many  wrote  on  this  subject  but  being  more 
full  &  comprehensive  have  thought  it  proper  to  send  it  to  you  as' we 
are  informed  that  very  mistaken  Opinions  have  been  taken  up  on 
this  Subject.  It  is  impossible  for  Men  in  publiok  office  to  do  more 
than  we  have  done  &  if  auy  Failure  ensues  it  must  be  ascribed  to 
the  Impracticabilify  of  the  System^  its  Partiality  in  transferring  the 
Burthen  of  the  War  on  a  few  of  the  States  &  the  general  Dissatisfaction 
of  the  People  on  Ace^  of  the  heavy  Debts  from  yours  &  the  Q'  Master's 
Department.  I  am  credibly  informed  that  the  People  of  your  County 
absolutely  refuse  to  submit  to  the  Impress  of  any  thiug  &  particularly 
their  waggons  &  Horses  &  have  agreed  to  oppose  Force  to  Force.  I 
very  much  fear  the  same  spirit  spreading  elsewhere.  We  have  to  do 
with  Men  of  free  &  independent  spirits^  &  the  opposition  to  the  Gov- 
ernment does  not  tend  to  obviate  every  Discontent  of  this  kind.  The 
Expulsion  of  the  present  Men  from  Office  is  an  object  of  more  Desire 
to  raaoy  than  the  Expulsion  of  the  Enemv  from  New  York.  The 
Variety  of  Purchasers  also  creates  much  Difficulty.    There  are  no 

*  See  page  479. 
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lew  thtn  three  of  a  pablick  S$tme  in  the  eit j  frequently  eonfending 
for  the  same  Cargo  of  Flour.  The  sending  Hard  money  into  Hia 
Country  has  also  oontribnted  to  lessen  the  Inclinations  of  the  People 
to  sell  for  any  other&  impede  our  Purchases  of  ev^  kind,  I  have 
ree*  but  one  Answer  to  the  enclosed  circular  Letter,  Tii.  from  Berks^ 
which  is  as  follows.  <'  You  request  I  would  report  to  you  what  Ex-. 
'^  pectations  I  have  of  rendering  the  supply  demanded.  In  answer 
*'  thereto  must  inform  you  that  as  the  Face  of  affairs  appear  at  {Nresent 
'<&  according  to  the  best  of  my  Judgment  therein  I  tiiink  I  shall 
<'  not  be  able  to  procure  the  Quantity  assigned  for  this  Month.  But 
'^haye  Keason  to  expect  &  believe  I  shiUl  be  able  to  make  up  the 
<<  Deficiency  whateTer  it  may  be  in  the  succeeding  months  of  Sept^  t 
^<  Oct.  should  no  unforeseen  objection  arise.  I  shall  eaeert  eyery 
*'  Nerve  in  the  Line  of  my  Duty  &  endeavour  to  furnish  all  the 
'^  supplies  required  of  me  at  the  same  time  shall  avoul  incurring  un- 
^  necessary  Expense  &  send  my  returns  agreeable  to  your  Bequest.'' 

We  are  mu<^  surpriied  at  the  Demand  of  Flesh  from  tins  State 
alUr  the  Supply  g^ven  last  Spring.  Besides  you  do  not  seem  to 
reflect  that  we  have  all  the  Posts  in  the  Country  to  supply  with 
B^ef.  You  are  certainly  in  Error  on  this  Point  &  will  infallibly  be 
disappointed  in  your  Expectations  of  great  Supplies  of  this  Article 
-from  hence.  The  Commissioners  have  pretty  generally  made  their 
Beports  &  agree  that  if  we  had  not  stopp'd  them  by  jProclamation 
which  we  did  to  save  appearances  &  check  Extravagance  of  Price  they 
must  soon  have  stopp'd  themselves.  You  must  also  recollect  that 
your  Deputies  here  would  not  send  forward  ffreat  numbers  of  the 
Cattle  because  unfit  And  to  dose  all  this  will  cost  near  £30  Specie 
^  Head  on  an  Average.  If  these  observations  added  to  the  former 
state  of  our  trade  &  exports  do  not  convince  you  of  the  Necessity  of 
drawing  these  supplies  elsewhere  we  must  leave  it  to  time  &  Expcr 
rience  which  will  do  it  beyond  all  Doubt  Among  other  supplies 
demanded  are  SO^OOOlb  of  Bacon,  an  article  which  we  have  always 
procured  frem  New  Jersey  &  Maryland  &  not  now  to  be  procured  in 
this  State  on  any  Terms.  One  more  observation — ^The  same  thing 
cannot  be  had  twice  from  the  same  State  in  the  supply  of  last  spriog 
&  to  the  posts  agreeable  to  the  arrangement  of  April  we  have  fur* 
nished  our  Quota  of  Flesh  even  if  it  had  been  an  article  of  the  spe- 
cific supply  originally  demanded.  You  will  be  wreng  therefore^in 
depending  upon'this  State  for  the  supply  demanded,  and  that  for  the 
best  Beasons  in  the  World  because  it  is  not  to  be  had.  The  Pas- 
tures &  even  Meadows  are  so  burnt  with  the  Drought  that  we  shall 
soon  be  obliged  to  feed  the  Cattle  if  there  is  not  a  favourable  alteration. 
When  the  Semand  was  first  made  we  were  unwilling  to  pronounce 
decisively  but  the  Beports  t  Accounts  of  the  Commissioners  now 
enable  me  to  do  it  &  I  think  it  is  my  Duty. 

I  must  now  mention  to  you  that  from  some  Defect  of  Arrangement 
there  are  no  Persons  appointed  at  sundry  Places  to  receive  supplies 
ee  delivered  for  your  Depactaaent    EastoA  is  set  aa  a  Place  of  large 
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Deposit  of  Flour  &  Forage  but  there  is  no  Person  there  who  iriA 
4«ke  Charge  of  it  The  Waggonmcn  after  having  carried  them  a 
great  Distanoe-can  get  no  Forage  isened  to  their  Horses  or  ProTisions 
to  themselves  tho'  the  purchasing  Commissioner  has  it  to  famish. 
It  is  the  same  on  the  Snsqnehanna.  You  mast  be  sensible  these 
things  have  a  pernicious  effeot  on  the  Minds  of  the  People  who  do  not 
go  into  the  Service  verj  cheerfally  at  best : — and  a  very  general 
Idea  is  prevailing  thro'  the  Country  that  the  old  officera  are  making 
the  Dutlea  of  the  new  as  difficult  &  embarrassing  as  possible.  I  do 
not  believe  it  to  be  the  Case  generrily^  but  I  think  there  wants  a  better 
Understanding  &  Communication  between  the  Departments  &  States. 
I  do  not  know  how  it  is  elsewhere  but  in  this  state  your  officers  & 
the  Q'  certainly  do  not  possess  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  Plan  to 
bear  the  Part  they  must  necessarily  do. 

I  also  inclose  you  a  Proclamation  which  hiB  gone  forth  into  every 
Part  of  the  State  from  which  you  will  see  we  have  not  been  sparing 
of  Coercion.  We  do  not  observe  any  other  State  has  push'd  the 
Business  with  the  same  Vigour^  or  subjected  their  inhabitants  to  the 
like  severities.    I  am  Sir^  with  due  Esteem, 

Your  Obed.  &  very  Hbble  Ser. 


Pbbs-  Rbbd  to  David  Dbkky,  &o,,  1780* 

Sir, 

Inclosed  you  have  a  Resolution  of  Council  requesting  &  author* 
izing  you  to  collect  Horses  within  the  Bounds  of  your  respectivO 
Battalions — ^If  the  disaffected  cannot  furnish,  you  must  call  on  those 
of  a  different  Character  who  can  spare  them  y  but  in  this  you  will  be 
careful  so  as  not  to  distress  any,  &  especially  any  who  may  be  going  out 
in  the  Militia.  Your  Exertions  on  this  Occasion  will  do  your  Country 
great  Service,  &  oblige  in  a  particular  Manner, 

Your  Friend  &  HbU.  Servt. 
Jndonedf 

1780,  August  8.  To  David  Denny,  Joseph  Ludcey,  David  Wilson, 
Thos:  Strawbridge,  Owen  Thomas,  John  Crosby,  George  Pierce  ft 
Joseph  Speer,  appointed  to  collect  horses  in  Chester  County. 

List  op  Abtiolbs  por  Hobphal,  1780. 

To  enable  D"  Hutchinson  to  do  justice  to  the  Militia  of  the  State 
as  their  Physician  in  Chief,  it  will  be  necessary  that  he  should  be 
allowed  one  good  Assistant  and  four  or  five  Mates. 

Every  Regiment  should  carry  with  them  a  Surgeon  and  Mate, 
to  do  the  common  field  duty  of  the  Regiment,  and  this  will  be  done 
with  more  convenience  and  ease  to  the  Sick,  ft  less  Expenoe  to  the 
State,  eonkl  each  Regiment  be  fbrnished  with  two  Horaoman's  Tents, 
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to  be  pitcbed  in  the  Bear^  or  some  other  conyenient  and  Airj  plaoei 
by  which  m^ns  the  sick  will  be  remored  from  the  well,  and  being 
together  can  be  examined  with  ease^  and  have  their  Stores  or  Medi- 
cines disttibttted  to  them  in  such  manner  that  the  Sargeon  can 
Aoconnt  for  his  Ezpenditares,  and  prevent  frand  or  peculation. 

A  small  Medicine  Cheet  with  a  few  Bandages,  Lancets,  and  a  few 
of  the  most  useful  pocket  Instruments,  will  be  wanted  for  each 
Regiment,  unless  the  Militia  are  to  act  together,  in  which  case  one 
Medieine  Chest  will  perhaps  be  sufficient  for  Two  Regiments.  One 
large  Medicine  Chest  with  a  quantity  of  Bandages,  two  or  Three  setta 
of  Capital  Instruments,  and  Two  or  Three  cases  of  Pocket  InstrumentA 
will  be  necessary  for  D'  Hutchinson  and  his  Assistant. 

The  following  Stores,  to  be  under  the  Directions  of  D'  Hutch* 
inson,  and  to  be  distributed  to  the  Siok^  by  his  Order^  will  also  be 
necessary : 

Three  Quarter  Casks  of  Wine,  Port  or  Madeira, 

One  Hogshead  of  good  Muscovado  Sugar, 

Two  or  Three  Boxes  of  Chocolate, 

One  Tierce  of  Rice, 

One  Hundred  W«  of  Bohea  Tea, 

Fifty  W<  of  good  fine  Tow, 

Some  Old  Linnen,  if  to  be  procured. 

A  Steward  or  Clerk  will  be  wanted  to  have  the  Care  of  the  above 
Stores. 

The  Regimental  Medicine  Chests,  &c.,  must  be  moved  with  the 
^^gg^ge  of  the  Regiment ;  but  a  Sufficiency  of  Waggons  (say  Three 
or  Four)  roust  be  furnished  to  carry  the  other  Stores  and  MedioineB, 
and  a  light  Waggon  to  carry  Instruments,  Bandages,  &c.,  &o.,  in  the 
field.  And  about  Fourteen  or  Sixteen  Thousand  Dollars  will  be 
wanted  by  D^  Hutchinson,  for  whioh  he  is  to  be  aceountable,  to  pur* 
chase  several  small  Articles,  which  cannot  be  speoified,  and  for  con- 
tingent Expences. 

The  above  Estimate  supposes  the  Militia  to  consist  of  aboni  4000, 
and  that  when  any  of  the  Militia  are  so  ill  as  to  make  it  improper 
for  them  to  be  taken  care  of  in  the  Field,  they  are  to  be  sent  to  the 
nearest  Continental  General  Hospital.  ^ 

Some  of  the  Medicines  can  be  furnished  by  the  Continental  Store, 
and  it  is  proposed  to  procure  the  remainder  of  D'  Qardiner.  One 
Medicine  Chest  and  one  Sett  of  Capital  Instruments  belonging  to  the 
State,  are  now  in  D?  Hutchinson's  possession. 

Vinegar  and  Spirits  should  be  issued  to  the  sick,  when  directed 
by  D'  Hutchinson,  by  the  Commissary  Gen^ 
IndoT9ed^ 

May  9, 1780. 
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JoKA.  D.  SBBGBAirr  TO  Pbss.  Bbbd,  1780. 

PhUad%  9  August,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  Manball*  applies  io  me  in  OoDsequenoe  of  a  Letter  iroiii  yon 
&  some  Convenation  sinoe;  reepeeting  the  Sale  of  the  Bait  on  board 
of  the  Albion. 

The  Law  is  olear  in  its  Directions ;  and  I  fcave  advised  bim  to 
represent  to  the  Judges  the  indispensable  Necessity  of  having  it 
reinmed  upon  Oath  that  the  Cargo  is  reaUy  peruihahU  or  damaged^ 
90  that  it  will  not  keep  without  farther  Injury^  previous  to  the  Sale. 
— ^This  Step,  I  presume,  will  be  taken )  and,  if  the  Facta  will  warrant 
a  Salc;  it  will  go  oeT: — otherwisci  not. 

I  have  the  Ilonour  to  be, 

Your  fizcellenoy's  most  obd*  hfale.  Ser?*| 

JONA.  D.  SERGEANT. 
Directed^ 
Hia  Excelleney,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'. 


PbBS.  BbBD  to  MaTTHBW  CLARUONy  Ma&shal^  1780. 

Sir, 

I  observe  an  advertisement  to  sell  by  auction  in  your  Name — 
That  others  should  make  a  mistake  of  this  Nature  would  not  be 
much  wondered  at,  but  that  an  Officer  of  the  state  should  advertiae 
a  YioUtion  of  its  Laws  must  have  a  very  odd  appearance.  You 
will  do  well  to  reconsider  the  acts  of  assembly,  &  not  proceed  unlesa 
you  are  very  dear  in  so  doing  I  am  iu  Haste  but  with  due  Esteem, 
Sir  your  obed.  Hbble.  Serv. 

JOS.  RBBD. 

MarkBt  Street,  Aug.  9th,  1780. 
Directed^ 

H|^thew  GlarksoB,  Esq. 


Sir, 


BoARB  09  War  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

War  Office,  August  0th,  1780. 


The  Board  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  letter  fA 
July  21stf  and  return  you  again  their  thanks  for  the  informatioB  yoR 
have  been  pleased  to  give  respecting  the  appropriation  of  the  sap- 
plies,  as  directed  by  the  Gommd.  in  Gheif. 


*  See  pages  491t  600. 
t  See  page  482. 
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With  zespeot  to  the  deduction  yon  request  us  to  make,  the  Board 
beg  leave  to  acquaint  yon,  that  the  requisition  having  been  made  by 
the  committee  at  camp,  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  make  any  altera- 
tion, as  they  are  invested  with  powers  superior  to  those  of  the 
Board.'*'  Tr.  letter  of  the  2ad  of  augustf  has  also  been  reeeived ; 
The  Board  are  obliged  by  yr.  attention  to  the  fort  Pitt  They 
will  inqmre  into  the  reason  why  so  many  rations  have  been  issued 
at  Lancaster!  &  Reading,  &  write  to  the  oomm.  on  ye  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  Highest  respect, 

Your  Ezcelly.  most  obed.  Serv. 

WILLM.  GRAYSON. 
Directedp 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania. 


TxMOTHT  PiCKBBiNG  Q.  M.  G.  TO  Pbbb.  Beed,  1780. 

Philadelphia^  Aug.  lOtb,  1780. 
Sir, 

It  being  required  by  the  plan  for  regulating  the  department  of  the 
quarter  master  genend  established  by  Congress  on  the  15th  of  July 
last,  that  the  person  appointed  deputy  quarter  master,  for  any  state 
be  approved  by  the  supreme  executive  thereof.  I  beg  leave  to  in* 
form  you  t^  I  have  appointed  Colonel  Samuel  Miles  deputy 
quarter  master  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania ;  &  to  reoommend  him 
to  the  approbation  of  your  Excellency,  &  the  honorable  the  supreme 
executive  council;  whose  determinaticm  thereon,  I  request  Biay  be 
made  and  communicated  to  me  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect, 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedt.  Servant, 

HM.  PICKERING.  Q.  M.  G-t 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency  President  Reed. 

*  Seepage  4S2.  f  See  page  478. 

X  See  OoL  Rec.,  Tol.  XII.,  p.  461.    . 
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Judos  Hopkihsoh  to  Matthbw  Clarkbon^  Mabbhal,  1780. 

Sir, 

Some  Doubto  hayiog  arisen  u  to  the  Propriety  of  snfiering  Prise 
OoodB  to  be  sold  bj  public  Vendue  unless  the  stme  shall  on  Inspec- 
tion be  found  to  be  in  a  perishing  condition.  I  have  directed  Wilr 
liam  Hejsbam  &  William  Buddea,  EsquireSi  to  examine  the  Situa- 
tion of  the  Cargoe  on  board  the  ahip  Albion,  whioh  -^Gargoe  yon 
have  advertised  for  sale  this  afternoon.  MeasF*  Heysham  &  Budden 
have  made  a  report  to  me  that  they  have  oarefolly  examined  the 
''  said  Cargoe  being  Liverpool  Salt  &  that  they  find  the  same  in  good 
**  order  &  well  conditioned  &  in  no  immediate  Danger  of  suffering  by 
**  waste  or  otherwise. 

You  are  therefore  hereby  directed  not  to  proceed  in  apubliok  Sale 
of  the  said  salt^  but  reserve  the  same  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  Court 
shall  order  after  Trial  of  the  said  Ship  Albion^  &  her  Cargoe.* 
I  am  Sir 

your  Obd*  Serv* 

ERA'S  HOPKINSON. 

August  11, 1780. 
Directed, 

To  Matthew  Clarkson,  Esq',  Marshal  &o.,  Pa. 


Col.  John  Mitchell  to  Prbs.  Eked,  1780. 

Philad-,  11  Aujjfst,  1780. 
Sir| 

Your  Bzcellenoys  favour  of  the  lOlh  Inst.,  was  handed  me  this 
momiogy  I  shou'd  have  waited  on  you  personaly  on  Col.  Byans 
aplication  &  receipt  of  your  favor  by  him,  but  have  been  confined 
with  a  sore  Leg  which  prevents  my  going  out — ^but  hope  to  be  able 
to  wait  on  you  Today. 

I  am  happy  in  an  oportunity  of  assuring  yoWy  that  both  front- 
Duty  and  Inclination  every  exertion  in  my  power  shall  be  made  to 
furnish  the  Troops  of  this  State  under  the  Command  of  your  Excel- 
lency, with  every  article  of  Camp  Equipage  &  other  articles  neces- 
sai^  for  the  Campaign — I  am  so  fully  convinced  of  the  suplies  fur- 
nished by  this  State,  and  the  many  and  great  resources  which  have 
been  drawn  from  it,  for  the  support  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  that  in  my  opinion  every  thing  Possible. ought  to  be  done  to 
aoomodate  the  Malitia  now  going  out  in  deffenoe  of  their  Country— 
I  will  indeavour  to  wait  on  you  to  day^  and  shall  use  every  means 
in  my  power  to  compleat  the  officers  and  men  as  far  as  the  exhausted 
State  of  the  Stores  for  want  of  money  to  procure  the  Quantity 
ordered  will  allow  me  the  greatest  part  can  be  supplied — but  the 

*  See  pages  491,  408. 
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Ariiolo  of  Wi^^iui  tm  much  aflhiid  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to 
provide  without  the  anistanoe  of  the  Exeontive  power  of  the  State— 
I  haTO  three  Ammanition  Waggons,  one  for  yon  &  one  for  eoeh  of 
the  Brig.  6eneralfl-«I  have  wroteio  Lanoaster,  Lebanon  &  Beadiogi 
to  send  down  all  the  ooTered.  Waggons  they  have  ft  if  any  repaim 
are  wanted  to  get  it  done  Immediately^  ft  if  they  have  not  money  to 
draw  on  me  for  the  Amounts^  depending  on  your  Ezoellendy  for 
assiataoee,  I  have  afi  yet  reoeived  no  answer,  hot  will  send  again 
this  day  to  the  several  plaoes  above  mentioned,  I  have  now  wrote  to 
Col.  Moore  to  reqnest  he  wonld  indeavor  to  send  in  Ten  open  Wag^ 
0OOB  with  the  ntmost  Dispatch,  I  oan  not  plaoe  an  inthro  oonfidenoe 
in  receiving  them,  bnt  believe  he  wHl  do  all  in  his  power. 

This*moming  have  an  offer  of  Forty-five  pieces  of  very  good  Raven 
Duck  at  £500,  '^  piece  this  with  what  is  already  bought  will  amount 
to  about  Fifteen  Thousand  pounds  more  than  the  order  w*"^  I  have 
received,  the  Owner  will  not  sell  a  part  without  the  whole  is  taken. 
If  you  approve  of  the  purchase,  ft  will  give  me  an  order  for  that  suda, 
I  will  purchase  the  whole  w'^  will  enable  me  to  cover  nearly  all  the  ' 
Militii^— >the  owner  is  now  waiting  my  answer,  he  is  a  stranger  here 
ft  leaves  Town  this  day,  bnt  if  I  can  pay  his  order  on  me  in  four  or 
five  days  it  will  answer. 

I  am  rcaly  criticaly  situated  having  no  orders  from  the  Lato  or 
Present  Quarter  master  Qeneral,  ft  aim  acting  without  anUiority  but 
the  situation  of  affairs  induces  me  to  do  every  thiog  in  my  power  to 
promote  the  pubUck  good,  ft  exert  every  thing  ii)  my  power  to  serve 
this  State  ft  the  general  cause. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  respect  Sir 

your  most  ebd.  hum.  Serv^ 

JNO.  MITCHELL..     . 
.D.g.M.  GV 
Dtrectedy 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esq'^  President 


.  Prm.  Rbbb  to  Col.  John  MiicHPLji,  1780. 

Sir, 

Have  just  reouved  your  Favour,*  A  i^n  obliged  to^ou-for  your 
assurance  of  doing  etery  Thing  in  your  Power  for  our  Equipment,  It 
will  be  a^nded  with  many  Inconveniences  to  have  one  rart  of  the 
Troops  coveted,  ft  the  other  not,  ft  at  present  that  is  our  situation. 
I  would  therefore  wish  to  have  the  Duck  jou  mention  but.  thel)emands 
on  our  Treasury  at  this  Time  are  such  that  I  fear  unless  the  Owner 
could  wait  a  few  Pays  it  will  be  impracticable  to  comply  with  the 
Pemand|  But  if  he  is  s^  real  Friend  to  his  Country,  &  an  assurance 

'  .*.  See  page  600,  '    .. 
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of  short  Fajment  by  an  Order  given  on  the  Treasnty  payable  t 
few  Days  henoe,  I  should  hope  he  will  oblige  us.  As  I  have  in  soma 
Measure  taken  Leave  of  the  Council  I  ean  only  wish  you  to  state  the 
Matter  to  them,  &if  the  Gentlemen  will  iwsoede  to  this,  &  it  meets 
their  approbation  it  wilFquite  eoinoide  wi  A  my  Judgement^  ft  wishes. 
But  at  present  Mr.  Eittenhouse  has  not  the  Means  of  oomplying 
with  it  instantly,  I  perceive  I  shall  be  much  embarrassed  with  ;B»- 
spect  to  the  ammunition  or  close  Waggons,  the  Q.  M.  &  Oommissr 
have  Papers  of  Consequence,  little  Stores  &c.,  could  we  not  contrive 
to  borrow  from  M.  Holker  xephunng  them  by  those  expected  from 
the  Country  or  by  fitting^up  some  old  ones  or  accommodating  one  of 
the  common  oovered  Waggons  by  some  alteraticms. 

lam 
in  HastC;  yours 

J.  BEED. 

I  have  returned  your  Letter  that  you  may  l&y  that  &  this  before 
the  Council. 
Directed^ 

Col  Mitchell  present. 


S^'t.  Matlaok  to  Tflos.  Bkapvobd^  1780. 

Sir, 

His  Excellency  the  President  requests  that' you  will  be  particu- 
larly careful  to  prevent  as  much  as  possible  a  communication  between 
the  officers  taken  on  board  the  English  Packet  and  dissaffected  Cha- 
racters, until  proper  enquiry  has  been  made  and  further  information 
given  you  hereon.  This  being  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance, 
you  will  see  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  attention  to  this  busi- 
ness. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Your  meet  obedient  Servant, 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 
Sunday,  Aug.  12, 1780. 


John  Patton  to  Boakd  of  Wab,  1780. 

Berkshire  Furnace,  12.  Aug*,  1780. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  in  consequence  of  an  agreement  made  with  Gapt.  Joy  for 
Ninety  Tons  of  Shells  and  Shott,  put  my  Furnace  in  Blast  and  am 
now  at  work  for  the  Continant  how  long  I  may  continue  depends  on 
having  my  Workmen  exempted  from  Militia  duty  The  prindpal  part 
of  my  workmen  are  now  ordered  oul  aad  imless  you  j^rocure  from 
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Mt  BxelflD^  tnd  CoqawI  a^  order  to  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Goantj 
I  cannot  keep  mj  works  going.  « 

I  do  aaBtire  your  honors  I  did  not  intend  pnting  mj  Works  in 
Uait  till  Winter  knowing  that  if  the  MilHia  shonld  be  oalKd  m  j 
Bosiness  mast  titop  till  cSlptain  Joj  showed  me  his  Instrnotions  and 
aannred  me  that  on  writing  to  your  Honours  my  workmen  as  well  as 
the  Hesdon  prisoners  shonld  not  be  oaird  off  from  me.  M'  Brad- 
ford has  wrot  for  them  and  threatened  to  put  my  Bond,  in  Soit  if 
the  are  not  immediately  retomed. 
I  am  Grentlemen^ 

with  every  respect 

Toar  Honours 

most  Hnm^*  ServS 

JOHN  PATTON. 

The  Honorable  Board  of  War. 


8bc'T  MA7LA0K  TO  COL.  TUOTHT  PlOXBRIKa,  1780. 

Pbihidelphia,  Ang"  18, 1780. 
Sir, 

Yoar  letter  to  His  EzeeUenoy  the  President  of  the  10>*  instant 
has  been  laid  before  the  Coanoil  and  am  commanded  to  signify  to 
^^on.tbeif  approbation  of  yonr  appointment  of  Col*  Samnel  Miles  to 
be  ])e|)aty  Quarter  Master  General  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.'*' 
With  very  great  respect 

I  am  yomr  moat  obedient 

homUe  Servant, 

T.  M.,Sec'y. 
JPiVtfcferfi 
Col.  Timothy  Piokeriag,  Q.  M.  G. 


GoL.  Joseph  Hart  to  Paes.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Monday  Morning,  August  y  14%  1780. 
Hon'  Sir, 

After  asking  Pardon  for  not  writing  sooner,  or  ofltner;  I  am  to 
inform  what  Progress  I  have  made  in  raising  the  Militia.  On  the 
receipt  of  Councils  Orders  for  that  purpose  I  sent  Coppies  and  direo^ 
tions  to  all  the  Sub  LieutP  who  I  believe  are  doing  all  they  oan  to 
get  the  Men  off.  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  more  than  1  Company 
out  of  the  Battalion  I  live  among,  the  Number  of  Privates  is  57. 
They  were  to  have  March'd  to  Trenton  on  Saturday,  but  an  Ezcur- 
tion  of  the  Generals,  with  a  part  of  the  Men  to  the  Cross-Roads  pre- 

*  See  page  499. 
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Tented,  yesterday  nerniog  Kowe?er  ihcjr  get  off.  Hoir  maiy  tba 
other  Bat*  will  tora  oat  I  cannot  say,  ae  I  do  not  nBderstand  any  of 
them  were  to  maidTbefore  to  Day;  but  I  am  of  Opinion  the  whole 
will  make  little  moM  thaa  200  Men  and  thoae  not  all  Amn*d  neither. 
This  perhaps  yon  will  think  strange,  bnt  so  it  Is,  «id  thera  are  many 
Gonoorring  reasons  for  it^  whieh  I  shall  not  now  take  time  to  eB«- 
merate.  I  wish  however  no  more  nmy  be  ealled  'till  thoae  now 
going  out  return. 

I  had  much  trouble  before  I  oonld  get  the  Field  Oftmers.  OoU* 
onel  MoMasters  on  whom  I  relied  for  a  GoQuderaUe  time,  at  length 
quite  gave  it  up,  it  was  then  next  offered  to  Roberts,  but  his  answer 
was  that  he  could  not  for  several  reasons;  McEIroy  was  then  called 
npon,  who  accepted  it  with  a  go^  Grace. 

The  County  dredfhlly  perplexed  on  account  of  the  Waggons  ft 
Horses  nov  to  be  GoUeoted.  The  Requisitions  of  Council  could  not 
be  made  up  before  we  are  obliged  to  Promise  80  more  and  which 
are  now  Qaotaed  on  the  respective  Townships,  and  I  suppose  we 
must  suffer  Military  Execution  if  we  do  not  procure  them,  and  which 
I  am  of  opinion  will  not  be  done.  Not  a  Man  even  of  those  who 
may  have  a  Horse  to  spare,  bnt  w^  almost  aa  leve  give  him  away  as 
to  take  the  Certificates,  and  not  a  man  Possessed  of  a  Team  but 
what  would  rather  lend  it  to  a  good  Neighbour,  than  Hire  it  into 
the  Continental  Service  for  their  promised  pav. 

Had  Major  Lee  and  his  Dragoons  Carried  the  Hones  from  the 
Baoes  the  other  day,  he  had  done  lus  Country  an  Bssential  nieee  of 
Service,  not  by  Procurii^  a  Number  of  Useless  Horses  who  had 
never  look'd  through  a  Collar,  nor  never  will  till  they  get  other 
Masters,  I  say  not  only  by  this  bat  by  preventing  the  like  wast  and 
Consumption  of  time  hereafter.  It  seems  a  little  Problematical  to 
me,  that  one  Mans  raising  a  Mutiny  should  put  a  stop  to  so  good  a 
workj  and  so  far  Executed.  By  this  thcjr  eeem  to  have  got  the  bet- 
ter both  of  the  Civil  &  Military  Power,  however  the  little  acquisition 
made  at  the  Conclusion  of  their  Bport,  by  Oen.  Laey  wiil  eat  their 
Combs  a  little.-*As  soon  as  I  can  get  the  account  from  the  Subs 
how  msny  Men  they  have  sent  out,  Counsel  shall  hear  from  me 
again,  meanwhile 

I  am  Hon**  Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient 

and  Very  HnmUe  ServS 

JOSEPH  HART,  L.  B.C. 
Dmeiedf 

To  Hjs  Bxeellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq*,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Bxeoutive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Gbn.  Laost  to  Pres.  Rbsd,  1780. 

XcoBtoDi  Aug' 14'%  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  reo*  joar  Ezoellenoies  Letter  of  the  IB^  thui  aioriiing  by  Ser« 
|uit  JttcboB*  I  ftftmd  at  thte  plaee  Laat  ^aTeDisg  and  a  few  MiUtia 
beth  from  Philadelphia  and  Bneka  had  got  in  heibre  mo  tbey  a^ 
now  quartered  on  the  lahabitants  in-the  Towo^  ihef  odntiDne  oomisg 
in  fresi  thoee  Gonntiee  and  I  find  many  of  them  are  without  Ami 
Of  Bianketa. 

The  Storee  here  are  very  trifeling  indeed  the  GomnuMary  thfi 
moment  informed  me  he  had  lamed  every  pound  of  Eleah  be  had  La 
poaaeoaion  to;the  Militia  who  had  arrived,  and  that  hia  expeetationa 
&r  a  fnfier  Supply  was  very  glooaay  he  had  Wrote  to  aone  of  the 
Chmtraotoia  in  thia  Neighborhood  and  tbo  aaawen  from  all  of  then 
vera  unfaTOtabla  I  fear  we  »«at  atarre  unleaa  aup^ed  from  Penn* 
aylvania  there  ia  a  pretty*  good  Bank  of  abort  fomge  and  aeme  bay 
in  StorOi  not  one  Quarter  Master  ia  with  the  MiUitia  nor  one  field 
Officer  vet  arrived^  the  Hitttia  comes  in  small  squads  and  appear 
veryaukward  &  out  Of  order  however  will  endeavour  to  organize 
them  as  fkst  as  I  can  I  have  been  on  the  ground  back  of  Lam  berton 
and  think  it  very  suitiible  for  a  Oamp  so  shall  order  the  Troops  to 
encamp  there.  The  Caipp  Kettles  have  all  been  sent  on  from  this 
place  to  Gamp  therefore  we  must  be  supplied  from  Phila. 
I  am  with  respect  and  Bsteem, 

Your  ExeeUbncies  most  bb.  Serv^i 

JOHN  LACET. 
Directed, 

Hb  Excellency  Jos.  B^,  Bsq'^  President 


BOAKD  ov  Wab  to  Pbbb.  Rejsb,  1760. 

War  Office  Aug.  14, 1780. 

We  have  just  received  a  Barest  from  the  Q.  M.  G.  of  the  Militia 
of  Pennsylvauia  for  2000  Oartouch  Boxes,  I>  Bay«  Belts,  10  Drums, 
24  Drum  Heads,  20  Fifes,  700  Muskets,  700  Bayonets,  2000 
Brushes,  3  Wires,  9000  Flints,  6000  Dos.  of  Cartridges. 

Our  stock  en  Hand  of  all  these  Articles  is  so  distressingly  low 
that  we  are  embarasaed  between  our  iBcIination  to  supply  the  Arti- 
cles requested  for  the  State  &  our  Inability  to  furnish  even  in  a 
small  Degree  the  Calls  made  upon  us  for  the  Continental  Trooptf  of 
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which  your  Excellency  will  foim  a  Jadgment  by  the  following  aooonnt 
of  the  ArtieleB  we  have  on  Hand ; 

707  Repaired  Oartridge  Boxes. 

687  New  D*. 

630  Mosketta  ft  Bayonets  fit  for  service. 

80,000  Mosket  Cartridges. 

18,000  Flints. 

We  have  the  new  Levies  of  this  State  to  ^V^p  ft  expeot  a  faU 
Begiment  of  Oontinental  Troopsenlisted  for  the  War  ft  raised  by  the 
State  of  Maryland  as  an  additional  Be^ment  to  pass  thro'  this  Oity 
ft  depending  on  ns  to  furnish  them  with  Arms  ft  Aooontrements. 
We  wish  these  Demands  were  the  only  Beqaisitions  for  we  have  this 
Day  received  from  G-eneral  Knox  a  pressing  Letter  denring  ns  to 
send  on  five  thoosand  stands  of  Arma  to  Oamp. 
*  We  have  ordered  the  Drams  ft  Fifes,  Dram  Heads,  Brashee  ft 
Wires,  4000  Flints  ft  20,000  Cartridges.  As  to  the  Arms  ft  Aooon- 
tiements  we  have  withhdid  the  orders  for  the  present  for  the  Beaeons 
we  have  before  mentioned.  If  the  8taite  cannot  do  withont  them  we 
will  spare  half  the  nnmber  required,  bnt  it  irill  mmdk  distress  ns. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Beppeot  ft  Esteem 
your  very  Obed^  Servanta 

BICHARD  PBTEBS. 

By  order  ft  in  Behalf  of  the  Beard. 
Directedf 

On  Public  Service. 
His  Excellency  President  Beed. 
(War  Office.) 


Board  ow  War  to  Prks,  Rbbd,  1780. 

War  Office,  Ang«  15, 1780. 
Sir, 

The  Board  have  the  Honor  to  tranemitt  yoor  Excellency  a  Letter 

jnst  received  from  Gen'l  Dickinson  which  i^hen  perused  we  beg  yon 

will  be  pleased  to  retarn  with  any  Information  or  Opinion  your 

Excellency  may  think  it  necessary  to  give  the  Board  on  the  Subjeet. 

We  have  the  l|onor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Bespect  ft  Esteem 
your  vety  obed.  Servants, 

BICHARD  PEIEBS. 
By  order  ft  In  Behalf  of  y*  Board. 
P.  S,  We  also  enclose  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Patton*  relative  to  the 

*  See  page  602. 
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Sxemption  of  bis  Workmon.  We  have  had  some  other  Applications 
on  this  Subject  k  fear  our  Supplies  of  shot  k  shells  irill  fidl  on  ao- 
count  of  the  Men  being  obliged  to  leave  the  Furnaces.  But  as  we 
haye  Nothing  in  our  Power  on  the  Subject  we  must  submit  the  matter 
to  jour  Ezoellencj  &  the  Honble  Council. 

Directed^ 

On  Public  service. 

His  Bxoelleney  President  Reed,  Com.  in  Chief  of  the  Mflitia  of 
Pennsylvania. 

(War  Office.) 


(Copt)  Gbnl.  Phil.  Dickinson  to  Boabp  of  War,  1780. 

Philad%  14«»  August,  1780. 
Gentlemen, 

I  am  informed  that  Mr.  President  Reed  has  ordered  three  thousand 
Militia  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to  rendesvous  at  this  place, 
(a  part  of  which  are  already  arrived)  where  it  is  expected  tbej  will 
continue  some  time.  Neither  Provisions  or  forage  being  provided 
for  their  reception — the  inhabitants  are  greatly  alarmed  on  the  occa- 
sion. As  the  supplies  for  the  Army  pass  through  this  post  the 
Board  can  determine  the  propriety  of  this  movement.  In  addition 
to  which  I  beg  leave  to  inform  the  Board,  that  in  Consequence  of  a 
letter  received  from  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  our  militia 
have  orders  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  on  the  shortest 
notice;  and  that  this  post  is  the  direct  route  of  the  Western  Milttis 
which  will  be  greatly  impeded  by  having  sudi  a  body  of  tcoops 
quartered  here. 

If  the  services  of  the  Pennsylvania  Militia  aie  not- immediately 
necessary  at  Gamp,  I  submit  it  to  the  Board  whether  it  would  not  b« 
eligible,  that  they  should  remain  in  their  own  state  and  not  add  ta 
the  distress  which  this  has  so  often  and  necessarily  experienced.  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  mention  tho9e  circumstances  to  the  Honble 
Board. 

And  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

PHILBMON  DICKINSON.* 
jDireetedf 

Honble  Board  of  War. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  464. 


SOS  PBNKSTLYANIA  ABOHIVES  1780< 

BoABD  01  Wab  t»  Pais.  Bbbd^  1780. 

War  dSee^  Aug.  15 1780. 

Sir, 

The  board  baye  it  in  oontcmplation  to  redaee  tbe  very  groat  nan^ 
ber  of  unnecessary  and  expensive  posts,  established  throughout  the 
Continent,  to  a  more  eeonomical  arrangement. 

There  is  at  this  time  a  Gom'y  of  prisoners  ft  his  Dependants  at 
Easton,  where  there  are  only  a  few  prisoners  who  might  as  well  b0 
kept  at  Beading.  The  board  therefore  beg  leave  to  solidt  of  your 
Ezcellenoy;  ft  the  honorable  Council,  a  small  guard  of  militia, — 
a  subaltern  officer,  &  about  15  or  20  men  will  be  suffioient  to  remove  the 
prisoners  at  Easton  to  Reading. 
I  have  the  honor  lo  be, 

With  the  highest  respect, 
Y'  Excellency's  most  obed, 

Hble  Serv  by  ovder, 

BEN.  STODDEBT,  Sm. 
Directed, 
His  Bxeellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq.  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Bbiq.  Gik.  John  Ioobt  to  Vbm.  Rbeb^  1780. 

Trent(m,  Aug«  15tb,  1780. 
Bttar  Sir, 

Sinee  I  wrote  yon  yesterday  I  hajTe  been  a  second  tine  on  th« 
ground  back  of  Lamberton  and  have  Changed  my  sentimeBts  in 
xespeot  of  eneiCmpiag  there  the  ground  k  tery  good  but  there  is  no 
Water  except  from  tbe  Biver  neftr  it  and  the  Militia  will  be  veij. 
»uoh  displeased  if  they  are  obliged  to  drink  the  river  Water,  so  I  have 
now  fixed  on  the  ffround  a  little  to  the  South  of  Trenton  where  I  am 
told  there  is  good  Water  plenty*  I  was  with  Col.  Cox  and  CoL 
Furman  yesterday  and  find  them  very  obliging.  Col.  Furman  was 
with  me  on  the  encamping  ground  both  times. 

Col.  Coats  Came  here  last  Evening  from  Phil*  and  informs  me 
the  Troops  are  tloming  on  fast  from  the  County  and  City,  and  I 
also  expect  they  are  Coming  from  Buoka  it  alarms  me  exceedingly 
to  think  we  dhall  bave.as  maoy.men  here  and  not  a  mouthful  of 
Provision  to  give  them  except  it  be  flour.  I  think  it  my  Dn^  te 
mention  the  melancholly  fact  to  you  that  something  may  be  done 
for  depend  the  Militia  will  be  very  uneasy  without  provisions  and 
the  Consequence  that  may  happen,  I  cannot  foretell,  there  is  a  great 
grumbling  subsisting  among  tnem  idready  with  respect  to  the  great 
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jUfferenfae  of  imyj  I  oaniiol  leun  ib^re  is  iHfo  Govatiei  in  the 
State  alike  and  I  fear  without  a  regnlation  in  that  matter,  we  ehall 
be  tronbled  with  them  but  provieien  is  now  the  great  objeet  perhaps 
an  order  from  Couneil  to  the  purchaseis  in  pennsjlvania  to  send 
foreward  meat  to  this  plaoe  would  be  advisable. 
I  am  with  real  esteem, 
and  Bespect  jour  Ezoelleneies, 

most  Humble  and  most  ob.  Servt. 

JOHN  LAOET. 
His  Ezeelleney  Jos.  Beed  Esq.  President. 


Pbes.  Rbbi)  to  Boabd  of  War,  1780. 

Gentlemen : 

In  Answer  to  your  Favour  received  this  Morning  with  the  Indo- 
sures;  can  only  say  that  the  Gall  of  the  Militia  was  made  by  Qen^ 
Washington,  the  Place  of  Bendezvous  appointed  by  him.  Foreseeing 
many  Difficulties  would  arise  lErom  the  Gall  of  the  Militia  at  this 
Season  &  under  socbCiicnmstaooes,'  the  Oouneil  took  a  Liberty  not 
warranted  by  the  General's  Letters,  vis.,  to  order  them  to  hold  them- 
selves in  Bttidiness  instead  jof  being  at  Trenton  first  on  the  15  July, 
then  on  the  26*^. — Of  the  latter  Order  there  has  "been  no  Gonnter- 
mand,  but  a  GbnfirmatioD,  as  tlie  General,  in  a  subsequent  Letter, 
intimates  that  he  supposes  the  Militia  of  this  State  were  at  Trenton ; 
thus  conveying,  in  our  Judgment,  a  delioate  Gensnre  on  ns  for  mm 
Compliance  with  Orders  to  be  at  Trenton  the  26^  Ult— How  far  it 
may  be  necessary  to  call  forth  the  Militia,  we  presume  the  General 
must  j  udge— ft  also,  as  to  the  Time,  Place  ft  Gircumstanes.  When  he 
directed  them  to  rendesvous  at  Trenton,  it  was  to  be  supposed  that 
some  Provision  was  made,  or  we  should  have  been  desired  to  provide 
Missives.  !I1ie  Ptesid.,  some  Time  ago^  informed  the  Q*  Master  of 
that  Post  that  the  Troops  would  be  thereon  the  12«^ ;  ft  tho'  it  was 
suggested  there  would  be  Difficulties,  he  did  not,  in  fab  Answer,  inti- 
mate there  was  no  Provisions,  but  that  he  would  endeavoorto  provide 
for  them }  notwithstanding,  the  March  has  been  properly  delayed,  that 
they  might  carry  some  Provisions  with  them;— the  Number  of  Men 
in  Trenton  when  Gen^  Dickinson  wrote,  could  not  exceed  50  or  100,  ft 
we  much  question  whether  as  yet  there  are  500.  -Provisions,  For« 
age,  ftc.,  have  been  provided  in  this  City  ft  sent  up—ft  the  Ftead^^ 
as  we  understand,  has  directed. the  Tro^s  to  encamp  3  Miles  from 
the  Town,  so  as  -to  avoid  incommoding  the  Inhabitants.  If  the 
General's  Letter  had  been  of  the  Teno^  of  those  to  New  Jersey,  it 
would  have  been  extremely  satisfactory  to  us,  as  the  calling  the 
Milida  in  this  sultry  Weather,  must  be  very  disagreeable  io  Officer 
ft  private,  as  well  as  inconvenient  to  the  State.  From  the  Style  of 
Oen.  Dickinson's  Letter,  which  appears  to  hs  written  \n  Haste  ft 
Warmth,  the  Peojda  of  that  State  may  presume  that  we  are  officious 

22* 
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ft  oyer  Mal^ms  on  tbe  oeoisioii ;  we  tberefore  should  he  glad  the 
Oireamfftanees  may  be  BUted  to  G^d.  DiokiiiaoDy  ft  if  yoar  Ron. 
Board  or  Oongress  will'  oonntermaDd  the  Orders  contained  in  the 
endosed  Letter,  the  Predd*  will  Teoall  the  Troops:  hot  in  Each 
Case  he  hopes  to  be  folly  exonerated  wkh  his  Ezoetleaey  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief.  The  County  MiMtta  hare  not  yet  march'd  in  any 
Numbers.  There  will  be  Time  to  stop  them,  &  if  they  are  not 
necessary  at  Oamp,  they  can  be  usefnlly  employed  at  Home. 

With  Bespect  to  M*^  Patten's  Workmen,  the  Board  must  be  sen- 
sible of  our  Difficulty  in  ezempling  where  the  Law  has  not  done  it ; 
as  the  Men  will  soon  be  under  the. Command  of  the  Presid.,  we 
doubt  not  he  will  do  every  Thing  that  can  be  done  with  Propriety  to 
relieve  them. 

I  am^  Gent.,  respectfully, 

Your  Obed.  Hbbl.  Servt. 
Indorsed, 

August  15^  1780. 


OOUKOIL  TO  Odh.  L.  NlOOLA,  1780« 

hi  Conncii,  Pbilada.  Aogost  ITth^  1780. 
Sir, 

Couneil  having  reason  to  believe>that  a  groiat  number  of  Deserters 
from  the  federal  army  are  frequently  taken  on  board  Privateers  and 
other  Yenells  outward  bound  from  this  port  to  the  great  damage  of 
the  Pnblick  serviee. 

You  are  therefore  requested  to  use  your  utmost  endeavours  either 
Pemonally  or  by  any  Commissioned  I^udent  officer,  you  may  depute 
for  that  purpose  to  detect  and  secure  all  snoh  Deserters  found  on 
board  any  auoh  ships  Or  Yesselk  in  this  port 

The  Oapt.  and  other  officers  on  board  are  required  to  give  yon 
all  Possible  aid,  ft  assistanoe  in  execution  of  this  Bussiness. 

You  are  requested  to  report  your  success  from  time  to  this  Boards 
and  also  inform  Council  if  you  meet  with  any  opposition  you  are  to 
report  the  names  of  the  Persons  so  offending  that  they  may  be  dealt 
with  as  the  Case  may  require.* 


Copy  of  Lbtixb  prom  Lt.  Gov.  Diggbs  op  Vir0.  to 
Major  Forstuh,  1780. 

In  Cooncili  Richmond,  Aug.  17 th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Your  letter  from  Fredericksburg  of  the  ninth  Inst  was  this  day 
([the  Qov'  being  absent)  put  into  my.  hands  by  Mr.  Tate,  I  did 
immediately  lay  the  same  before  the  Council,  who  upon  mature  de- 
*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  466. 
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liberation  have  determined  that  a  warrant  should  issue  upon  your 
account  to  Mr.  Tate^  for  the  snun  of  iftj  thousand  pounds  to  enable 
him  for  the  present  to  confirm  his  contracts  for  meal  for  the  Con- 
yention  troops.  I  am  directed  at  same  time  to  inform  jou  that  this 
is  the  last,  &  only  sum  that  can  or  will  be  given  on  ao(^unt  of  the 
exhausted  state  of  the  treasury,  for  the  use  of  the  Convention  troops* 
a  circumstance  this  which  it  was  thought  the  more  necessary  to  in« 
form  you  of  as  we  are  told  by  M *'•  Tate,  the  bearer  of  your  letter 
that  you  very  soon  intended  to  go  to  Philadelphia  and  may  therefore 
have  an  opportunity  of  representing  to  Congress  or  to  the  Comy. 
Qen.  of  Provisions  how  impraotioable  it  will  be  for  this  State  to  en* 
gage  to  make  such  further  advances  in  your  departmmit  whilst  the 
demands  for  the  southern  troopa  occur  so  frequently  ag  totally  to 
exhaust  our  treasury  and  with  it  our  abilities  to  comply  with  any  future 
re<iuisitions  at  least  imtiU  BezA  meeting  of  the  General  assembly. 

DUDLET  DI60B8,  Li  Oovr* 

(Copy.) 

Richmond,  17  Aug.  1780. 


Gxir*  Wm.  Ixvun  !ro  Pbbs.  Rbbb,  1780. 

Camp  Tappan,  Augt.  17th,  1780., 
Dear  Sir, 

fThe  eleventh  Regiment  being  now  annexed  to  my  Brigade,)  yon 
will  see  by  the  inclosed  representation  of  Col.  Hubley's  that  there 
has  been  some  mistake  respecting  that  Regiment. 

I  therefore  request  yonr  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  direct  the 
Commission  made  out,  and  forwarded  either  to  me  or  Col.  Hubley. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 
with  the  most  perfect  esteem, 

Tour  Excellency's  moat) 

obedient  Humble  Servant, 

WM.  IRVINE. 
Directed f 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 
Public  Service. 
Favd.  by  Col  Harmer. 
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Col,  Adm.  Hublkt  to  Gbn,  Irvikb,  1780. 

Camp  near  Kings  Ferry,  Ang.  Gih,  1780. 
Sir, 

A  nnmber  of  Vacanoys  in  my  Regt.  baviog  taken  place,  I  moat 
beff  yon  will  request  the  Goyemor  to  have  them  filled  up  by  Ui« 
following  Gentlemen,  who  stand  next  in  rotation,  and  which  will  be 
conformable  to  the  Establishment  of  the  army,  Via. 

Capt.  Lient.  Jeremiah  Jackson,  prod,  to  Captun,  vice  Ci^t  For- 

rester/died  Match  16th,  1780. 
Lieut.  Bdward  Barke,  prod,  to  Capt.  lientenant,  vice  Capt.  Lient 

.  Jackson,  prod  March  16th,  1780. 
2nd  lieat.  William  Hoston,  prod,   to  first  Inentenant,  vice  Bep- 

Umns  Davis  resigned  Feby  24th,  1780. 
2nd  Lient.  Jacob   Weitsell,  prod,  to  first  Lientenant,  vice  Lient. 

Lemmon,  resigned  March  11th,  1780. 
Ensign  Robert  Allison,  prod,  to  first  lientenant,  vice  Lient.  Borke, 

prod.  Mahsh  16th,  1780. 
Eosign  Francis  Thombnry,  prod,  to  Ist.  Lieutenant^  vice  Beign. 

Street,  resigned  May  25th,  1780. 
Doctor  Beadinff  Beaty,  appointed  Svgeon  in  xoom  of  Deer.  Wig* 

gins  resigned,  May  1st,  1780. 

The  above  arrangement  (the  two  latter  vacancys  excepted,  which 
have  taken  place  since,)  has  been  sent  to  the  Governor  some  con- 
siderable time  siuoe  for  his  approbation,  but  no  attention  has  been 
as  yet  paid  thereto,  owing  as  I  am  informed  to  some  representation 
being  made  that  there  was  a  dispute  of  rank  in  the  regiment  As  the 
representation  is  without  foundation  but  on  the  Contrary  the  arrange* 
ment  is  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  officers,  and  consistent  with  the 
Establishment  of  the  army.  I  must  beg  you  will  request  the 
Governors  attention  to  the  Commissions,  and  have  them  sent  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  put  the  regiment  on  a  footing  with  the  rest  of 
the  line. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  respect  Sir,  your  Ob.  hum.  Serv. 

ADM.  BLB      T,  Jr.  Colo. 

Com.  11th,  Pa.  Bt 
Brigr.  Gen.  Irvine. 

I  have  inquired  into  the  state  of  the  11th  Begiment,  and  believe 
the  arrangement  on  the  other  side  to  be  just. 

WM.  IBVINE  B.  G. 
Camp  Toppan,  Augt.  17th,  1780. 
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Coil.  Matthxw  Smith  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  take  the  liberQr  of  a  few  lines,  FaTonred  by  Col*  Hoeterman, 
who  is  the  Bearer  of  a  Petition  from  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  North'  County;'^  it  would  have  Been  sign*  by  a  rnudi  larger 
Number,  But  the  Indians. Makeing  a  Stroke  on  Tuesday  last  at  two 
Different  places,  the  last  of  which  being  far  within  the  Frontier,  as 
low  as  Middle  Greek  &  within  Eight  Miles  of  this  place,  None  But 
Delegates  Gould  possibly  Attend.  The  People  Seem  More  ^Dis- 
eourag'  than  I  Ever  Saw  them,  &,  indeed,  are  somewhat  Ezlsper«ked. 
None  of  the  Seven  Months'  Men  Sent  to  this  place,  ft  the  German 
Beg^,  weak  as  it  is,  to  be  GalH  away,  although  So  lately  Beckon*  in 
the  Quota  for  the  Defence  of  this  part  of  the  Siate;  there  is  Some 
Expressions  in  the  Petition,  in  my  Opinion,  rather  severe :  it  was  the 
Sentiments  of  a  Number  of  Other  Gentlemen,  also,  at  the  time  the 
People  Met;  But  Could  not  Possibly  Get  the  Language  of  the  Ppti« 
tion  any  thing  more  Soft'ned— However,  we  hope  it  will  Be  Look* 
on  as  heat  ft  inadvertance  of  a  Disti^ess'*  People,  Bather  than  the 
Sentiments  of  a  Cooler  Hour.  I  would  Beg  some  of  the  Ofentlemen 
in  Council  would  Give  a  Small  Historical  i^  of  the  Affiurs  of  Our 
Camp,  Either  by  writing  a  few  lines,  or  indoseing  the  papers  for 
some  time  past ;  as  we  are  here  Seated  where  we  know  very  little 
but  the  Distresses  amongst  our  Selves,  if  we  Could  Circulate  the 
News  from  Other  Parts  of  the  Continent,  Either  for  or  Against  us, 
it  would  be  some  Satisfaction ;  if  we  prosper  any  place^  it  is  a  Conso- 
lation— if  any  People  Else  Suffers  as  North*  County,  then  it  Can  be 
said  we  have  Fellows  Equally  in  Distress.  I  shall  Stop,  with  my 
Most  Hearty  Wishes  for  the  Prosperity  of  His  Ezo^  Gen^  Washington 
ft  his  Brave  little  Army ;  ft  am^  with  Sincerity,  your  Most  Ob^  ft 
very  Hum*  Serv', 

,      MATT^  SMITH. 

Sunbury,  18**  Aug**,  1780. 
Directed, 

To  His  Exc'y  Joseph  Beed,  Esq',  President 

Fav*  by  Coh  Peter  Hosterman. 


Col,  Dan*  Brophbad  to  Pbbs.  Ekkd,  1780. 

Fort  Pitt,  Aug.  18**,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

On  friday  last,  ten  men  were  killed  by  a  party  of  Wyandot  Indians, 
above  the  Forks  of  Cheat;  this  is  all  the  mischief  that  has  been  done 
of  late. 

The  Troops  have  been  without  bread  for  several  days,  and  begin 

*  See  Col.  Rec.»  Yol.  XII.,  p.  461. 
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to  marmnr ;  bnt  I  expect  to  ^et  a  little  grain  chopped  in  a  bad  Horse 
mill,  near  this  f^ce,  and,  if  possible,  prevoit  a  mutiny  nntill  a 
farther  supply  can  be  procured.  This  Gountry  has  grown  a  great 
quantity  of  Grain  this  Season,  but  the  waters  are  so  low,  that  Floor 
or  meal  cannot  be  manuiaetared.  And  I  hear  the  pack-horse  men 
have  left  the  Service :  so  that  we  have  a  dull  prospect  before  us,  and 
not  a  shilling  have  we  to  purchase  with. 

The  Enemy  have  lately  killed  &  taken  near  four  hundred  Hen, 
Women  &  Children,  from  Licking  Greek,  near  Eentooke,  and  it'a 

Erobable  their  next  attempt  will  be  against  this  part  of  the  Oountiy; 
nt  I  flatter  myself  they  cannot  approach  us  with  a  considerable 
foroe,  without  being  discovered  by  Uie  friendly  Indians,  who  will 
give  immediate  Notice. 

Necessity  has  compelled  me  to  evacuate  for  a  short  time  the  posts 
of  Armstrong  &  Grawford,  but  I  shall  return  the  Ghirrisoii  thither 
so  soon  as  they  can  be  subsisted.  Whilst  the  water  oontinues  in  its 
present  state,  I  cannot  conceive  that  the  Inhabitanta  of  Westmore- 
land are  in  Danger. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  the  utmost  respect  &  esteem,  your 
Exeellencies  most  Obed*  Serv*, 

•  DANIEL  BBODHSAD. 

His  Bxodl'y  Qor  Beed. 


JaHIBS  SeABLB  to  PuBfi.   OF  COKQRBSS,  1780. 

On  board  the  ship  Jay,  at  sea^  in  Latitude  45-35 ;  Longitude  about 

20,— 18**  August,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  take  the  Liberty  to  trouble  your  Excellency  with  a  line  directed 
to  you,  which  you  will  be  so  obliging,  after  perusing  it,  to  send  to  His 
Excellency  President  Beed.  It  will  inform  you  and  him,  that  after 
a  great  deal  of  bad  weather  and  head  Winds,  we  are  thus  fitr  ad- 
vanced on  our  passage,  with  all  things  in  good  order  on  hoard  the 
ship.  As  the  Winds  seem  to  promise  favourably,  we  are  not  without 
hopes  of  seeing  Port  Le*Orient  in  eight  or  nine  days. 

This  letter  is  intended  by  the  ship  General  Pickering  from  BOboa 
to  Boston,  and  will  serve  to  inform  our  friends  of  oor  situation. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Beed  will  be  so  obliging  as  to  transmit 
the  substance  of  this  letter  to  M"  Searle  by  express,  as  it  will  be  a 
great  relief  to  her  mind.  He  will  also  please  to  inform  her  that  I 
have  been  entirely  free  from  sickness  the  whole  passage;  that  We 
have  a  fine  ship,  an  obliging  Captain,  and  a  great  Plenty  of  all  things 
good  on  board. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant, 

JAMES  SEARLE. 

To  His  Exc'y  the  President  of  Congress. 
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GsK.  St.  Claib  to  Prbs.  Bebd,  1780. 

Gamp  at  Tappaii;  Augt  lOth,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  enoloee  a  Letter  from  Major  Church  to  Goieral  Hand,  and  from 
General  Hand  to  me  on  the  Subject  of  certain  Yaoancies  that  have 
hqq[>ened  in  the  fourth  Regiment.  The  gentlemen  are  anxious  ta 
have  their  Commiseions  but  the  appointments  must  go  thro  Gounoill 
to  the  Board  of  War — ^besides  these  it  is  now  confidently  asserted 
that  Colonell'Connor  has  been  lost  at  sea — that  will  make  a  Promo- 
tion of  Colonell  Harmar  to  the  Lieu*  Colonell  Commandant  of  the 
seyenth — Major  Church  Lieutenant  Colonell  of  the  6th  vice  Har« 
mar,  and  Capt*  Nice  Major  to  the  fourth,  vice  Church — if  this 
misfortune  has  happened.  The  Councill  will  please  to  make  these 
appointments  also  that  the  Commissions  may  be  sent  up  as  soon  as 


I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Sir  your  Ezoellencys  most  obedient 
humble  Servant 

AB.  ST..  CLAIB, 

On  PubUo  Service; 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire^  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


GoL,  Danl.  Beobheab  to  Pek.  Bebd,  1780. 

Fort  Pitt,  Aug*  2lBt,  1780. 
'Dear  Sir, 

I  am  informed  by  express  from  the  Delaware  Towns  that  Colo. 
Clark,  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  with  a  body  of  about  one  Thousand 
men  has  destroyed  the  Shawnese  Town  at  Chellaooffy,  and  is  pursuing 
the  Indians  to  the  upper  Town.  * 

How  happy  should  I  be,  if  it  was  in  my  power  to  atiaci  the 
Wyandots  &  Mingoes  at  this  time.  But  I  cannot  March  with  one 
Days  allowance  of  Bread  &  three  or  four  of  Beef.  What  can  be  the 
reason  that  no  provission  is  made  for  the  Troops  in  this  Department 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  devise.  Had  I  been  told  to  make  the  best  shift 
in  my  power,  I  should  not  now  have  been  thus  destttute  of  supplies, 
but  I  in  fall  expectation  of  receiving  adequate  supplies  have  waited, 
untill  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  them  has  greatly  increased.  Could 
a  Considerable  Sum  of  our  Stcte  money  be  obtained  our  wants  would 
speedily  be  supplyed,  for  I  am  informed  that  the  People  will  gladly 
receive  it  in  payment  for  their  produce. 

The  late  resolve  of  the  Virginia  Assembly  has  greatly  disturbed 
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their  Adherentfl;  and  I  am  afraid  it  will  injure  onr  Militaiy  affiors 
nntill  the  line  is  fully  run. 

If  we  could  be  furnished  with  some  half  Johannes's  liere  we  could 
reomit  a  number  of  excellent  men  for  the  Ser?ioey  but  they  wUl 
scarcely  agree  to  go  all  the  way  to  Philad*  to  be  mustered  before 
they  receive  their  Bounty.  I  think  it  sounds  best  upon  the 
Drumhead. 

1  take  the  liberty  to  inclose  Gaptn.  Swearingens  recfuiting  Ace* 
and  will  remit  those  of  the  other  Gentlemen  concerned  so  soon  aa 
they  are  settled. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  most  perfect  respect 

&  esteem  your  Ezcellendes 
most  Obed't  Ser?'t 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 
Directed, 
To  His  Ezoeiry  Gov.  Beed. 


.    Col.  L.  Nicola  to  Pbes.  Reed,  1780. 

Barracks,  2l8t  Aug.  1780; 
OentF, 

Beinff  called  by  my  late  Landlord^  Mr.  James  Beneiet,  for  reni 
due  to  him,  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  requesting  your  order  on 
the  Treasurer  for  600  dollars,  the  amount  of  a  years  pay  as  Town 
Major,  ending  the  19th  Inst 

When  I  undertook  to  put  the  barracks  in  such  order  as  would  in 
great  measure  prevent  a  continuance  of  the  former  mischiefs  I  ex* 
pected,  from  the  information  of  the  workmen,  that  the  materials,  tis.. 
Joists,  Doors  with  their  appurtenaneeft  ft  bricks  taken  from  the 
condemned  cellars,  ft  which  could  not  be  of  service  in  future  repaint 
would  nearly,  if  not  fully  repay  the  expence,  for  which  purpose  I 
sold  some  on  the  best  terms  I -could  &  proposed  disposing  of 
the  other,  but  Christian  Sheffer  informs  me  they  will  all  be  wanting 
in  the  woiks  now  carrying  on  at  Fort  Mifflin,  ft  that  they  will  not 
bring  the  price  that  new  will  cost,  on  this  notice  I  thought  proper  to 
desist,  ft  lay  the  matter  before  you  ft  request  your  directions.  The 
cost  of  work  done  amounts  6653}  DoL,  ft  of  materials  sold  to  1845 
Ba^  4808},  Besides  the  materials  that  cannot  be  of  use  ia  repairing 
the  barracks  I  have  boards  ft  nails  to  a  considerable  amount 
I  am  with  respect 

Gentlemen  your  most  obed.  Serv* 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 


£ 
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Pbes.  ov  Gokgbess  to  Pbbs.  Reed,  1780. 

*       •  Philadelphia,  Augnst  22d,  1780.  . 

Sir, 

In  your  IiBttar  of  the  5^  wbioh  was  this  Day  read  in  CongresB, 
;ou  are  pleased  to  inform  Congress^  that  "  on  the  first  day  of  Jane 
last  an  Aofc  of  Aaaembly  passed  adopting  the  resolutions  for  calling 
in  the  Billi  bk  Oireolation,  and  emitting  new  Bills  on  certain  Funds, 
but  with  a  fOBpciiding  Olanse  of  its  Opmtion  until  a  Majority  of  the 
States  tfaoiild  pass  Lms  of  a  similar  natnre  :'*  that  '^an  offioial  De^ 
elaration  from'  bi«  Exoellenoy  4he  President  of  Congress  or  the  Dele- 
gates of  the  State  to  the  Supreme  ExeoutiTe  GooneO,  that  a  Majority 
of  tibe  States  had  passed  Laws  to  the  above  efieot  would  immediately 
gi?a  Effioaoy  to  tiie  law  of  this  State. 

I  am  therefbre  now  to  inibrm  you  that  a  majority  of  the  United 
States  have  passed  laws  adopting  the  resolutioiis  -of  the  18  March 
1780  for  caBing  in  the  Oonttttental  Bills  in  Ciroulation,  and  emitting 
new  Bills  on  certain  Funds.* 

I  lw?e  th«  Honour  to  be,  with  the  highest  BMeem 
k  reguti  your  most  honable  servant 

SAM.  HnNTINQTON,'Pyesident. 
Directed, 

His  Exoellenoy  tke  Prendent  &  Supreme  Bxeeutiye  Coundl  of 
Pennsyl? 


D4TtD  Dkshlee  to  PaBS.  Reed,  1780. 

AUentown,  24th  Aug*  1780. 
Sir,. 

I  have  sesi  M'  Oharles  Deshler  my  asristanfyVho  will  call  oh  vou, 
for  a  supply  of  cash,  and  request  you'll  be  pleased  to  send  me  Fifty 
thousand  pounds  for  the  use  of  purchasing  supplies  for  the  army, 
without  that  article  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  carry  on  the  BusinescT 
in  the  manner  I  could  wish. 

I  can  purchase  one  hundred  head  of  cattle  in  one  weeks  time,  if  I 
was  supplied  with  money  for  that  purpose. 

I  have  the  offer  of  five  hundred  Bushels  of  Wheat  from  one  person, 
but  cannot  have  it  for  want  of  money. 

I  am  sir.  Tour  Ob*  Hum*  S« 

BAVID  BESHLER, 
Commis*  for  North".  County .-j- 
Directed, 
Pnblie  Service. 

The  honorable  Jos.  Beed,  Esq.  Pres^  Philadelphia. 
By  Mr.  Deshler. 

*  See  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  459. 
t  See  Col.  Bee.,  VoU  XXL,  p.  460. 
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Col.  a.  L009&Y  TO  Pbbs.  Rebd,  1780. 


Twelve  mile  Run  y*  24*  Attg»  1780^ 
May  it  please  yonr  Ezcellenoy, 

I  received  the  aupplys  you  were  pleased  to  order  for  tke  Proteetion 
of  this  County,  saif  and  in  good  order,  aome  months  past  I  flattred 
myself  to  have  the  Pleashor  of  reporting  to  your  Ezoelleney  some 
fioA  news  from  the  Indian  Cantery  in  Person.  As  (ki^  BnMidhead 
m  oonnection  with  the  Inhabiianoe  on  this  side  the  mountains  had 
laid  a  plan  for  the  Beduotion  of  some  of  the  host^  Indian  towns. 
Which  a  scarcity  of  provitions  hass  prevented  for  some  time  althow 
I  flatter  myself  an  exoortion  of  that  Neatare  will  soon  be  effected. 

Onr  Col**  of  the  Pennsylvania  Volentears  wore  in  service  before 
the  act  of  Assembly  came  to  this  Connty,  and  rewed  on  the  same 
Plann  the  Law  Prescrib,  Bat  not  so  long  Ingaged  &  one  oflicer  too 
many,  as  we  had  three  posts  to  ooonpy  it  wass  3ioi|gh^  too  Captains 
&  too  LieutP  wass  necessary,  if  your  Bzcellency  should  think  onr 
condoct  oonaistant  in  this  matter,  I  would  be  thaoJcfall  that  one  other 
commition  be  sent. 

The  Beomiting  service  for  the  Ranpag  Cbrnfiany  is  £oioff  on.  I 
was  informed  this  day  by  Gap*  Guttcry  that  he  hass  enlisted  twenty 
able  boyde'd  Eeoruits,  the  Lien*  of  that  Company  declined  serving 
as  he  was  before  appointed  a  Captain  in  the  troops  now  t^e  Pennsyl- 
vania Yolentears.  John  Jamison  who  was  formerly  a  Lieut*  in  Cap* 
Irwins  company  of  Raingers  has  acted  in  that  capasity  in  the  recruit- 
ing service.  I  humbly  fiequest  his  commition  may  be  sent,  as  I 
know  him  to  be  tollerable  well  Qualify'  for  that  business^ 

Our  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  have  been  supply'd  from  the  conti- 
nental stors  uQtill  the  7th  Instant  and  drew  every  necessary  from 
Col^  Broadhead  until  a  scarcity  of  Provitions  oblidaed  him  to  send 
them  into  the  enhabitants,  some  of  the  troops  are  aiclc  and  cannot  be 
attended  by  the  continantal  Sergants.  I  was  under  the  necessity  to 
apply  to  Doctor  Alexander  Lindsay  for  their  Beleiff  who  is  very 
williDg  to  render  his  services  if  a  reasonable  Restitution  is  made  & 
found  in  Medisins.  He  has  sent  a  small  list  of  the  Medesons  Be- 
quisite  which,  I  think  will  be  cairfully  apply'd  to  the  use  mentioned 
the  Pennsylvania  Yolentears  have  been  in  service  sence  the  10th 
April  and  is  now  in  want  of  some  pay,  the  Continent  is  oblidged  to 
pay  them  until  the  fifteenth  of  June«  But  as  cash  is  not  to  be  had 
from  that  fund  &  the  troops  in  want,  I  must  request  your  Ezellency 
may  appoint  some  person  as  paymaster  for  the  purpose  mentioned. 

Knapsacks  Camp  Ccttcls  and  other  necessarys  in  the  Quarter- 
masters Department  will  likewise  be  wanted.  In  particular  Wright^ 
ing  paper  &  orderly  Books.    We  have  had  no  dammage  done  by  the 
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Mirages  sinoe  npriie  which  m  a  great  xneaahwre  mnafc  he  tMnbed  to 
the  cair  &  Yxgolenoe  of  oar  troops. 

I  haTO  the  honnoar  to  he  your  EzeUettoys 

Most  Obedient  and  very  humUe  servt. 
A.  LOCHRY. 
Direeiedf 

To  his  Exeellenej  Joseph  Reed  Esqr.  Presedent  of  the  State  of 
PennsjWania.' 

List  of  Mbdicines. 

9)viij.  Sel.  Epsom,  S\j.  Mer.  Corross.  Subt. 

fcj.  Fol :  Sense,  Ibj.  Argent,  viv. 

ftj.  Manna  Op't*  ibij.  Sal.  Nitri. 

Ibj-  Palv.  JaUap,  ftij.  Crem.  Tart. 

3iY'  Calomel,  Siy.  YitrioL  CseniL 

Sir,  Paly :  Ipecftc.  fi^s^  Paly.  Oantharides. 

Siij.  Tart.  Emet  ^s.  Gum.  Camphor. 

•Jiy.  Mere :  Pnecip :  Rab.  ^^/  ^^g*-  Basilicon. 

ftj.  Paly.  Cort.  Percy.  ^'.  Empl.  Corroborans. 
Siy.  Paly.  Contrayerya.  Con.       Ibj.  Bals.  Capiyi. 

Ibss.  Paly.  Yalerian.  Si.  01.  Menth.  Yulg. 
Ibj.  Paly.  Rhei. 


Council  to  Likutknants  of  certain  Countiks,  1780. 

Sir, 

In  oonseqoence  of  a  Letter  reeeiVd  yesterday  from  his  Exoell'  the 
President  of  the  State  dated  IVenton  Ang^^  23d,  we  are  ordered  to 
eoantermand  the  orders  heretofore  sent  yoa  respecting  the  march  of 
y*  Lancaster  Goanty  Militia.  Snch  as  are  embodied  to  eontinne  at 
the  place  of  Rehdezvoos  as  yoa  may  think  proper,  to  hold  themselyes 
in  readiness  to  proceed  at  a  Minate's  notice  their  Roato  &  place  of 
Destination  will  be  commnnicated  to  yoa  in  dne  time.  They  mast 
proyide  them  with  Blankets,  Arms,  &c. 
Indorsed, — ^Aag.  24, 1780.    Lancaster,  York  &  Gnmberland. 


Resolutions  of  Congress^  1780. 

In  Congress,  Angast  25th,  1780. 

Resolyed,  That  when  the  Goyemors  or  Presidents  of  two  or  more 

States  act  in  the  field  together,  he  who  has  been  longest  in  Office 

shall  take  rank  of  all  other  Goyen\prs  or  presidents  except  the 

Qoyemor  or  President  of  the  State  in  which  they  are,  who  in  his 
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<»wii  Stiitei  notwilfataidSiig  ha  msy  be  yoangeit  m  offibei  dwtyp 
takes  rank. 

Resolved,  1%at  wheneyer  tbe  Governcnw  ot  Presidents  of  States 
act  in  ooDJnnotion  with  Continental  troops,  they  shall  for  the  time 
they  so  aot  in  oonjanction  haye  the  rank  of  Major  Gen^  in  the  line 
of  die  Army. 

Provided  ^always,  ^That  nothing  in  the  above  leeelations  shall 
exclude  the  Governor  of  any  State  &om  a  seperate  command  ovet 
ibe  Militia  of  the  State  in  which  he  presides  where  not  inconsistent 
with  the  particular  views  of  the  Commander  in  Chief. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


BB8OLUTIOK0  OF  CONGRESS,  1780. 

In  Congress,  Augoet  260)1 1780. 

Congress  took  into  Consideration  the  Beport  of  the  Committee 
appointed  to  devise  wAyM  and  means  for  preventing  the  ftrther 
Issues  of  CerUfioates,  and  for  Carrying  into  Effect  the  Besolutions 
of  the  18th  of  Mar^  last^  &c.i*  And  therefore  oame  to  the  fpllawmg 
Befsolutions. 

Whereas  a  larje  and  immediate  Supply  of  Money  iff  necessaiy  for 
canfying  on  the  Operations  of  the  War  and  for  the  payment  of  aebts 
due  for  supplies  heretofore  furnished,  and  for  the  payment  of  Inte- 
rest on  Loan  Office  Certificates, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  reoommended  to  the  several  States 
to  take  the  most  speedy  &  effectual  Measures  in  their  Power  for 
drawing  in  their  respective  Quotas  of  the  continental  Bilhr  of  Credit 
to  be  destroyed,  either  by  a  Tax  to  be  ooUected  immediately,  or  by 
exchanging  for  them  new  Bills  to  be  emitted  pursuant  to  the  Act 
of  the  ISui  of  March  last,  at  a  rate  not  less  than  forty  of  the  former 
for  one  of  the  latter,  so  that  the  whole  of  the  said  new  Bills  may  be 
issued. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  States  to  ruse  hj  Tsxes, 
payable  in  the  Bfljs,  emitted  pursuant  to  the  Act  aforesaid,  or  in 
specie,  their  respective  Quotas  of  three  Millions  of  Dollars  agree- 
able to  the  apportionment  of  the  7th  October,  1779,  and  pay  the 
same  into  the  Treasuty  of  the  United  States  as  soon  as  possible,  the 
payment  to  be  fully  eompleated  by  the  last  day  of  December  next; 
each  State  to  be  allowed  Interest  for  the  same  from  the  Time  it  is 
paid,  to  be  hereafter  adjusted  according  to  a  Resolution  of  the  6th 
ofOotob',1779.t 

That  M^r  General  Greene,  late  Quarter  Master  General,  and 
Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  late  Commissary  General  of  purchases,  and 
the  present  Comttisasiy  General  of  Purchases,  respectively  render 
an  account  to  the  Board  of  Treasury  of  the  amount  of  the  Monies 

*  See  Cot  IUe.»  VoL  XIL,  p.  286. 
t  See  Archives,  Vol.  VII.,  p.  782. 
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dne  from'them  on  Gtttifieates  or  otherwise  oa  puUiok  Aeooiaifc, 
epeoifjing  th^  gam  due  io  each  State  in  order  that  Warrants  may 
iasue  in  their  iavoor  on  the  Treasurers  of  sneh  States  for  payment 
of  the  same  out  of  the  Monies  to  be  ooUeoted  for  th«  United  States 
as  aforesaid :  which  Warrants  being  paid  shall  be  accepted  by  the 
Treasurer  towards  such  States.  Quota  of  the  Monies  to  be  raised  as 
aforesaid.  And  it  is  farther  recommended  to  such  States  to  provide 
that  such  Certificates  of  the  said  Qua'  Master  General  and  Commis- 
saries and  those  who  purchased  under  them  be  received  in  payment 
of  the  said  Taxes  to  the  amount  of  such  W-arrants  under  proper 
Begulations  for  preventing  frauds. 

And  to  prevent  the  Possibility  of  any  Depreciation  in  the  Bills 
to  be  emitted  agreeably  to  the  Act  of  the  18  th  March  aforesaid,  that  ^ 
it  be  most  earnestly  recommended  to  the  several  States  not  to  issue 
Bills  of  Credit  for  a  Currency  on  any  consideration  whatever  to  a 
^eater  amount  than  their  respective  Quotas  of  the  new  Bills,  ^tated 
m  the  Act  aforesaid.  And  that  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  any 
of  the  States  since  the  first  day  of  January  last  and  redeemable  in 
Specie  at  par,  be  considered  as  part  of  the  Proportion  of  the  Money 
reserved  by  the  said  Act  of  the  18  th  of  March  to  the  use  of  the 
SUte. 

Besolvcd,  That  all  and  singular  the  Creditors  of  these  United 
States  for  Supplies  furnished  the  army  or  the  transportation  thereof, 
shall  b0  entitled  to  receive  the  just  value  of  the  Sums  due  to  them 
respectively  in  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  pursuant  to  the  Act  of 
the  18th  of  March  last,  the  value  of  the  Sums  due  to  be  ascertained 
according  to  the  current  value  of  continental  Bills  of  Credit  com- 
pared with  Specie  at  the  Time  the  Money  became  due  at  the  place 
where  the  Supplies  were  furnished,  provided  the  same  do  not 
exceed  the  prices  fixed  for  such  Supplies  by  the  Act  of  the  25th  oi 
February  last,  ox  a  proportionate  value  for  services  done  and  articles 
furnished,  not  mentioned  in  the  said  Act.  But  if  the  nominal  sum 
in  continental  Currency  contracted  for  when  reduced  to  Specie  value . 
as  aforesaid,  shall  exceed  the  fixed  price  aforesaid,  the  Creditor  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  the  amount  of  the  supplies  furnished  or  ser- 
vices done  at  the  said  fixed  or  proportionate  prices  in  the  New  Bills 
aforesaid,  or  the  nominal  Sum  contraoted  for  la  continental  Bills  of 
Credit,  and  no  more  at  his  Election. 

That  the  Accounts  being  duly  examined  and  adjusted  by  the 
Bule  aforesaid  by  Commissioners  that  may  be  appointed  agreeably 
to  the  Resolution  of  the  12th  of  June  last  to  settle  Accounts  of 
Officers  of  the  Staff  Departments  in  tjie  several  States,  or  by  the 
Officer  who  made  the  Contract  or  by  whom  the  payment  ia  to  be 
made,  the  same  shall  be  paid  or  a  Certificate  given  for  the  Sum 
justly  due,  certifying  that  the  same  hath  been  duly  examined  and 
adjusted  agreeably  to  the  Directions  aforesaid ;  and  if  paid  in  the 
new  BillS|  the  Xntevest  on  the  said  Bills  shall  be  computed  to  the  ' 
date  of  such  Certificates. 
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That  all  Debts  doe  to  the  United  States  fer  Monies  reoriTod  for 
their  Use  or  otherwise  within  any  of  these  States  shall  be  paid 
aooordioff  to  the  just  Value  of  the  Money  When  it  was  received  or 
beoame  dne^  to  be  ascertained  as  aforesaid. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Scc'y. 


Council  of  Massachusstts  to  P&bs.  £sxi>,  1780. 

~  His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Esqnire. 

State  of  Massa.  Bay. 

Council  Chamber,  Boston,  Ang*  26»  1780. 
The  Council  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  would  represent 
to  your  Excellency  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Sberbom 
on  the  Island  of  Nantucket  are  in  great  want  of  Flour  and  Grain 
for  their  own  Consumption^  &  would  therefore  recommend  Tristram 
Coffin,  Master  of  the  Schooner  Phoenix,  (an  Inhabitant  of  said 
Inland,)  for  your  Excellency's  permission  to  purchase  Flour  and 
Grain  to  relieve  the  Necessities  of  said  Inhabitants  on  the  Btid 
Island  of  Nantucket. 

True  Copy. 

Attest,  JOHN  AVERY,  D.  Sec'y.* 


Lx.  AfiKAHAM  Smith  to  Council,  1780. 

Carlisle,  25^  August,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  send  you  herein  Inclosed  the  names  and  Bank  of  the  field 
Officers  of  Cumberland  County,  with  as  many  of  the  Company 
Officers  as  I  hare  been  able  to  get  Returns  of;  I  hate  had  none 
from  three  Battalions  that  is  over  the  north  mountain.  I  have 
agreeable  to  ^your  Excellency's  Orders  Sent  off  the  Militia  of  Jthis 
County  to  Philadelphia,  I  am  unhappy  to  inform  you  that  they  hare 
not  turned  out  so  well  as  I  Could  wish,  I  think  there  is  about  fifty 
wanting  of  the  number  called  for.  The  alarming  situation  of  the 
people  oyer  the  noarth  mountain  made  it  very  unadvisable  to  send 
any  down  from  that  quarter,  I  have  therefore  Ordered  them  for  the 
defence  of  the  frounteers,  and  all  the  three  Classes  from  here  down. 
I  hope  the  number  Sent  down  will  be  Excepted  as  Suffieent  on 
Consideration  of  our  frounteers  Situation,  I  hare  proportioned  the 
Officers  to  the  Number  of  men,  the  Gentlemen  seem  desirous  to 
have  their  Commissions  before  they  go  to  Camp,  I  therefore  hope 
their  Commissions  will  be  made  out  for  them.  I  have  sent  the 
Volunteers  raised  in  this  side  of  the  mountain  down,  them  raised 

♦  See  CoL  Ecc.,  VoL  XII.,  p.  626.    Not  granted. 
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oveiF  tlie  mountain  are  on  the  frontiers  of  Northumberland  County. 
There  is  great  Complaints  from  numbers  of  the  militia  men  of 
want  of  money  to  bear  their  Expences  to  Camp,  I  am  Satisfied  there 
is  some  of  them  ill  of,  I  wouM  therefore  flatter  myself  if  there  is  any 
in  the  treasnrey  that  a  Small  Quantity  will  be  advanced  when  they 
go  to  Phita.  1  wou'd  just  beg  leave  to  mention  a  matter  to  your 
Axoelleney  that  seem  to  give  muok  unea^ness  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
this  Coi^ity,  that  is  the  lowering  the  Price  of  grain,  part  of  the 
ablest  of  the  people  had  before  Sold  so  much  of  their  wheat  at  tea 
Shillings  ^  Bushell  as  wou'd  pay  their  publiek  tax,  the  others  who 
had  not  wheat  before  harvest  think  it  exee^ingly  hard  that  they  have 
not  the  importunity  of  pajing  there  tax  on  the  same  footing  with 
their  neighbemrs  they  are  now  loclin'd  to  Conclude  that  thoy  must 
be  aliowod  a  Small  price  for  their  flower  if  the  Garrige  is  taken  from 
the  Philadelphia  price. 

I  hsve  the  honor  to  be  your 

Excellency's  most  Obedient  Humble  Servant,. 

AB-.  SMITH. 

Direetei, 

Public  Setvice. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  the  Sup: 
Execntiyo  Council  of  the  State  of  Penn^.^    Ab".  Smith. 


fav*  by  ) 

Col*.  Mitchell     J 


Lt*  Joseph  Haet  to  V.  P.  Moobb,  1780. 

August  y  26**,  1780. 
Sir, 

It  may  be  unnecessary  now  to  tell  you  the  Number  of  Men  we 
have  at  Trenton,  as  perhaps  you  will  have  the  account  from  the 
Adjutant  Gen. :  The  Number  of  Priyates  (however)  does  not  much 
exoeed  200,  but  they  are  Increaaing  ovdry  Day.  Our  Men  are  told 
that  the  Militia  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philad*  rec*  a  Sum  of 
Money  previous  to  their  Marching,  and  they  are  alnc^ost  ready  to 
matiny  because  they  had  none;  and  we  must  give  them  a  small 
supply  as  so<m  as  possible;  for  this  end  the  Bearer  M'  W"  Scott, 
Paymaster,  will  wait  oa  Council  for  their  Order  to  draw  Money. 
I  am  Sir 

Youni  k  the  Councils 

most  Obdt.  &  very  hmbe.  8crv»., 

JOSEPH  HART,  L.  B.  C. 
Directed, 

To  William  Moore  Esq'.,  Vice  president  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Couuoii  for  thie  S«b^  of  Pensilvania. 
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Col.  Wm.  Scott  to  V.  P.  Mooeb,  1780. 

York,  Attg^  26«  1780. 
Sir, 

In  a  letter  from  Ooanoil  of  the  25*^  July  last*  I  was  ordered  to 
famish  three  hundred  and  fifty  Men  of  the  Militia  of  Tork  Oonntjr.; 
for  which  end  I  was  instructed  to  Gall  three  Classes  and  if  fhey  did 
not  furnish  that  number;  to  prooeed  to  a  fourth  Class;  on  reo*  of 
whioh  I  immediately  warned  the  three  Classes  as  directed.  I  after- 
wards reo*  another  letter  of  the  I**  instant  wherein  the  quota  for 
our  County  was  again  mentioned ;  with  orders  for  the  Men  to  march 
of  which  1  also  gare  notice  but  there  is  only  one  Company  as  yet 
got  ready.  It  is  thought  by  some  gentle  Men  here  that  the  whole 
of  the  Classes  call'  Shou'  March  or  oe  fined,  Others  are  of  Opinion 
that  the  number  mentioned  by  Council  only  ahou'  go  and  as  the 
differance  of  Sentiments  seems  to  retard  our  Progress  I'  Humbly 
beg  the  favour  of  Council,  to  instruct  me  in  this  Matter,  as  the 
number  of  Men  in  the  three  Classes  aire  at  least  five  times  the 
number  demanded  of  this  County,  in  the  meantime  I  wiU  forward 
the  men  as  they  are  made  up  and  hold  the  remainder  in  readiness 
for  &rtfaer  Orders. 

I  am  sir  yomr  Honour's 

Obedient  humble  serv*.. 

W-.  SCOTT. 
Directed^ 

To  the  Honourable  WiUiam  Moore  Esquire,  Vice  President  in 
Council,  Philadelphia. 


CoL.  Sam'l  J.  Atlbb  to  V.  P.  MooBB,  1780. 

Laneasteri  Aug*  W^^  1780. 
Sir, 

I  am  this  minute  honored  with  your  Letter  by  Black  of  the  24th, 
and  am  very  happy  it  arrived  when  it  did,  as  I  had  just  wrote  to 
Councill  for  orders  respecting  the  militia  of  this  County,  the  Lelterg 
alluded  to  in  the  one  before  me  must  have  miscarried.  I  have  g^ven 
the  orders  for  the  militia  to  h<^d  themselves  in  readiness— and  like* 
wise  ordered  that  each  man  oome  protided  with  a  Bknkett,  but  arms 
I  fear  it  will  be  impossible  to  provide,  what  can  be  procured  shaH. 

I  have  inclosed  the  Return  of  the  <^Qb»n  of  the  militia  for  Lan- 
caster County,  a§  far  as  they  can  be  at  present  filled  up,  I  must  beg 
the  Commissions  may  be  immediately  sent  up — together  with  Blankets 
for  those  that  are  not  in  the  return,  to  be  fitted  here  as  officers  can 
be  prevailed  upon  to  accept. 

*  See  page  44^ 
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Saiidry  Beoniita  liave  offered  mce  my  arriysl  here^  bni  ta  I  wm 
not  enabled  to  pay  their  Boaaty,  they  cannot  be  prevailed  upon  to 
yroaeed  to  Pbilad*  without  ii — ^Uiev  complain  that  they  have  randry 
debts  tp  pay,  that  their  creditors  will  not  permit  their  departure  un^l 
^tisfaotion  is  made  them. 

Gooneill  knows  my  sentiments  respecting  the  recruiting  service. ' 
I  am  Sis, 

your  HoBOvrs  most  ob* 

and  very  Hble  Sclrv* 

SAM.  J.  ATLEE. 
Directed^ 
Bonble  William  Moore,  Esqr.^  Vice  President. 


Gbn.  Washington  to  Pkbs,  Eked,  1780. 

(Circular.) 

Head  Quarters,  near  the  liberty  Pole, 
Bergen  County,  27th  August,  1780. 
Sir. 

The  Honorable  the.  Committee  of  co*opcration  having  returned  to 
Congress,  I  am  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  informing  your 
£xoelIenQy,.that  the  army  is  a^ain  roduc^  to  an  extremity  of  dis- 
tress for  want  of  Provision.  The  greater  ~part  of  it  had  been  without 
meat  from  the  2l8t  to  the  26th.  To  endeavour  to  obtain  some  relief, 
I  moved  down  to  this  place  with  a  view  of  stripping  the  lower  parts 
of  the  Country  of  its  Cattle,  which,  after  a  most  rigorous  exaction, 
is  found  to  afford  between  two  and  three  days  supply  only,  and  thos^ 
consisting  of  milch  cows  and  calves  of  one  or  two  years  old.  When 
this  scanty  pittance  is  consumed,  I  know  not  what  will  be  our  next 
resource,  as  the  Commissary  can  give  me  no  certain  information  of 
more  than  120  head  of  Cattle  expected  from  Pennsylvania,  and  about 
150  from  Massachusetts.  I  mean  in  time  to  supply  our  immediate 
wants. 

Military  coercion  is  no  longer  of  any  avail,  as  nothing  ^rther.can 
possibly  be  collected  from  the  Country  in  which  we  are  obliged  to 
take  a  position,  without  depriving  the  Inhabitants  of  the  last  morsel. 
This  mode  of  subsisting,  supposing  the  desired  end  could  be  answered 
by  it,  besides  being  in  the  nighest  degree  distressing  to  individuals, 
is  attended  with  ruin  to  the  morals  and  discipline  of  the  army — 
during  the  few  days  which  we  have  been  obliged  to  send  out  small 
parties  to  procure  Provisions  for  themselves,  the  most  eftormous 
excesses  have  been  committed. 

It  has  been  no  inconsiderable  support  of  our  cause,  to  have  had  it 
in  our  power  to  contrast  the  conduct  of  our  army  with  that  of  tlie 
Vol.  Till.— 23 
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Bhemj,  an<li  to  oomrince  the  Inliftbitaiitfl  tliat  wkfle  tbeSr  rights  weie 
wftDtonljr  violated  by  the  Britiab  Troops,  by  tmrs  lliey  were  respeotod. 
This  distinction  muiit  unhappily  now  oease,  and  we  must  afenun  tliB 
odioQS  charaeter  of  the  planderen,  Inetead  of  the  protecton  of.  the 
People,  the  direct  conseq^enee  of  which  mnst  be  to  i^ienate  tjhe^ 
tninds  from  the  army,  and  insensibly  from  the  eanse. 

We  have  not  yet  been  absolutely  without  flour,  but  we  kave  thu 
day  but  one  days  supply  in  Climp,  and  I  am  not  certain  that  there 
18  a  single  barrel  between  this  and  Trenton.  I  sball  be  obliged 
therefore  to  draw  down  one  or  two  bundred  barrels  from  a  amiall 
magazine  which  I  had  endeavoured  to  establish  at  West  Point|  for 
the  security  of  the  Garrison  in  case  of  a  sudden  investiture^ 

From  the  above  state  of  faQtSy'  it  may  be  foreseen  that  tiiis  army 
cannot  possibly  remain  much  longer  together,  unless  very  vigorous 
and  immediate  measures  are  taken  by  the  States  to  comply  with  the 
requisitions  made  upon  them.  The  Commissary  General  has  neither 
the  means  nor  the  power  of  procuring  supplies.  He  is  only  to  re- 
ceive them  from  the  several  agents.  Without  a  speedy  change,  of 
circumstances,  this  dilemma  must  be  involved;  either  the  army  must 
disband,  or  what  is^  if  possible^  worse^  subsist  upon  the  plunder  of 
Ibc  People. 

I  would  fun  flatter  myself  that  a  Itikowledge  of  our  situation  wiU 
produce  the  desired  relief — ^not  a  relief  of  a  few  days,  as  has  g^n^ 
rally  heretofore  been  the  caAC,  but  a  supply  equal  to  the  estabKsh- 
inent  of  magazines  for  the  Winter.  If  these  Are  not  formed  befn^ 
the  Roads  are  broken  up  by  the  Weather,  we  shaH  certainly  ezpe* 
rience  the  same  difficulties  and  distresses  the  ensuing  Winter  which 
we  did  the  last.  Altho'  the  troops  have,  upon  every  occasion 
I  hitherto,  borne  their  wants  with  unparalleled  patience,  it  will  be 
dangerous  to  truat  too  often  to  «  repetition  of  the  causes  of  dia- 
eontent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect, 
your  Excellency's 

most  obet  &  bum.  servant, 

G-  WASHINGTON. 
Dirfsctefff    . 

State  of  Pcnnpylvania. 


Genkral  Lacby  to  v.  P.  Mooub,  1780.     . 

Camp,  Trenton,  Aug*  28th,  1780^ 
DoarS', 

I  left  PhUad*  in  a  hurry  on  Command  to  Bucks  County  and  hsA 
not  tine  to  stay  and  see  any  .of  my  necessaries  put  up  for  damp,  this 
I  trusted  to  Col.  Mitchel  and  M^j'  HauDa,  my  Briga«lo  Maj'  mj 
Waggon  was  not  oppcned  nor  any  thing  examined  till  I  arrived  nerl^^ 


MNNSTLVAWU  ARCHIYES  1780.  62t 

iind  fonii  J  on  opening  and  OYerlalTing  tbe  stores  tliflt  tlie  npp^r  part 
of  the  Markee  wad  wanting,  likewise  the  poles,  the  want  of  those 
tiecessarj  articles  snhjeots  me  to  great  inconvenience,  will  therefore 
take  the  Liberty  with  you  to  beg  you  to  use  your  Interest  with  Col. 
HitcheT  to  proonre  the  af*  articles,  for  which  I  bee  yot  to  procure  a 
conveyance  to  me  as  soon  as  possible^  and  you  will  oblige  me  very 
ttfadh  indeed.  ^ 

Our  People  are  beginning  to  show  the  simptoms  of  some  uneasiness 
-^they  begin  to  think  of  home,  which  b  always  prejndioial  to  the  Con- 
teatment  of  the  Militia.  Their  too  long  stay  in  one  place  never  fails 
to  produce  tbes^  effects,  we  have  in  consequence  thooght  of  remov- 
ing them  a  few  miles  to  divert  their  minds  from  home,  if  possible. 
His  Excellency  and  my  self  with  our  Aids,  have  been  riding  round 
the  Camp  this  two  Days  in  search  of  ground  suitable  for  a  new  en- 
campment, but  find  the  Country  exceeding  dry  and  scarce  of  Waterj 
hardly  a  spriog  to  be  found. 

This  morning  we  road  towards  Bordenton,  near  which  place  we 
fixed  on  a  piece  of  ground  to  which  we  expect  to  move  in  a  few 
Days. 

We  are  all  in  tolerable  health  at  present,  and  most  anxiously  wait 
the  arrival  of  the  second  Devision  of  our  Allies,  when  a  wide  field 
%rill  be  opened  to  display  to  the  never  fading  Glory  of  American 
Arms,  now  obscured  for  want  of  opportunity^  the  present  spirit  of 
%ttr  iSroops. 

I  am  Dear  Sir 

with  real  respect,  your 

most  ob.  Serv*. 

JOHN  LACET. 

P.  8.    PleBM  to  give  my  best  respects  to  the  Hon.  members  of 
Ooancil,  my  old  Golegnes. 
Direetedf 

To  the  Hon.  William  Mooi^;  Yioe  President  of  Penn*^  PhHadel- 
l^hia. 

fIG&pt.  Wadkitis. 


DBPOsmoN  ot  HBWRt  O'NbiIl,  1780.  * 

NortVd  Co.  sa. 

Personally  apeared  befiyrer  me  the  subscriber  one  of  Justices  of  the 
fMne  for  the  county  afi^*  ETenry  O'Neil  and  after  being  duly  sworn 
te  the  Law  directs  depoaeth  that  on  the  ^*%  inst.  being  in  company 
with  Peter  Simerman  at  Catawisse  Mill  and  as  they  were  incaged  in 
repairing  the  Mill  pond  heard  two  wfantles  as  they  suposed  an  th^ 
Charger  of  a  Gun  but  took  no  notice  but  soon  heard  an  Indian  hallo 
and  saw  him  wave  his  hand  as  t)iough  he  wanted  them  this  Dep* 
Mked  the  Indian  what  be  wanted  the  Indian  asked  if  BlUs  iBtughs 


m  PfflrNSTLYANIA  iJUJHITES  1780. 

WM  there  tbii  Dep*  anairered  no  he  then  aiked  if  Job. Hughs  ms 

there  this  Dep*  answered  no  he  then  asked  if  it  was  tones  that  lived 
at  the  Mill  Peter  Simerman  answered  not  bnt  that  it  was  Yankiet 
then  the  Indian  answered  aje — ^aje— twiee  and  did  not  seem  well 

S leased  took  up  his  Oan  and  went  up  the  bill  then  this  Dep*  retnmed 
;  Simerman  asked  if  thej  would  load  the  Canoe  O'Neil  answered 
not  he  then  asked  this  Dep<  if  they  would  tell  that  (hej  saw  a& 
Indian  to  which  this  Dep'  answeM  ves. 

his 
HENRY  M  O'NEIL, 
mark. 
Sworn  &  subscribed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  August  A.  Donu 
1780. 

THO.  HEWITT. 


Thomas  Hrwitt  to  Fek8.  Bbbd,  1780. 

August  29;  1780. 

8', 

Inclosed  you  hare  the  Co|^y  of  Henry  O'NeiFs  OepoeitioB,  taken 
Before  me  in  the  presence  of  a  Number  of  the  respectable  Inhabitants 
of  North'  County,  which  E?idently  shews  the  Dismal  situation  of 
this  County  from  the  Number  of  Disaffected  persons  in  it.  The 
Deposition  of  Henry  O'Neil,  together  with  the  former  Conduct  of  a 
Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Catawisse  and  the  places  adjacent, 
forms  a  Long  Chain  of  Circumstances,  that  they  held  &  always  holds 
a  Correspondence  with  the  Enemy,  who,  from  their  situation^  being 
anrroonded  with  Mountains  on  the  one  side,  and  the  North  East 
Branch  of  Susquehanna  on  the  other,  Gives  them  an  Opportunity  of 
holding  a  treasonable  Correspondence  with  the  Enemy  withont  Dis- 
covery ;  they  have  lived  peaceably  at  homejn  the  most  DangeroiOi 
times,  Negroes  and  other  suspected  Strangers  being  frequently  seen 
amonc  them.  Every  Incursion  the  EUiemy  has  made  into  this  County 
and  all  the  Disaffected  families  in  this  fly  there  for  protection,  whilst 
the  weU*«ffected  are  oblidged  to  Evacuate  the  Qoua^  or  shut  them- 
selves up  in  Oarrison.  By  the  Confession  of  Ellis  Hughes,  he  went 
up  to  Wyoming  with  a  flagg  when  the  Enemy  was  in  possession  of 
that  place;  by  the  Coafes»on  of  Gasper  fieaney,  Dancanr  Beeth 
and  Others,  that  they  were  sent  to  Niagara ;  by  David  Fowler  and 
Others,  the  Inhabitants  of  Catawisse  and  Fishing  Creek;  The 
Indian  that  Came  in  a  peaceable  manner  to  that  ^aoe  Last  Spring ; 
^gather  with  many  more  Sircumstances  which  might  be  product 

1  therefore  Humbly  request  the  favour  of  you  to  Lay  this  acusation 
before  Council,  hoping  the  Hon^'«  Council  will  Grant  sn(^  relief  in 
the  premises  as  they  in  their  wisdom  shall  think  proper. 
T'  most  Ob^  Humble  SerS 

THOMAS  HEWITT. 
Directedy^RiB  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esq'. 
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Pejes.  of  G0NQB86S  TO  Council,  1780. 

Circular. 

PhUaddphia,  Aagufli  29, 178&. 
bur, 

Your  Ezoellenoj  will  receive  endlosed  two  Acts  of  Congress  of 
tbe  12.  &  24.  Instant,  making  farther  Provisions  for  the  Officers  & 
Soldiers  of  the  Continental  Armj,  with  reoommeBdations  to  tho 
several  States ;  and  extending  the  half  Pay  heretofore  granted  to 
Offioersy  to  the  Widows  or  Children  as  the  case  maj  be  of  sneh  Officera 
as  have  died  or  maj  die  in  the  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  resjiect.        # 
Your  Exoellen^'s  most  obedient  servaal 
SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 

His  Excdly  the  President  ft  Coanoil  of  Pennsylvania. 


Valentinb  Eckaet  xo  v.  P.'Moobb,  1780. 

Reading,  Angnst  80, 1780. 
Sir, 

By  aocounts  received  here  on  Mondajr  last  we  are  informed  thai 
one  John  Negman  who  lived  at  a  saw  mill  on  the  Road  frotki  Read- 
kig  te  Sbamokin  aboat  three  miles  above  Conrad  MinnidDB  and  &d 
from  Reading,  on  Sanday  last  was  witli^  hie  three  yoang  children, 
barbaronsly  -mordered  by  the  Indkins,  a  Pftrty  of  whom,  ftve  in 
number,  had  been  seen  oa  the  same  Road  near  Yamal'g  a  few  da^ 
before. 

The  day  after  the  above  murder  a  House  and  Bam  on  littk 
SohnylkUl  were  burned  by  them  bat  no  persons  killed. 
'  These*  oecarreoces  have  alarmed  the  people  so  mmh  in  that 
ttsighbottrhood  that  many  have  already  left  it  and  waggons  are  go« 
iBgnptn  nnmbers  to  leteh  off  their  effects;  so  that  unless  somo 
ft)eedy  assistanee  can  be  given  them,  the  whole  settlement  over 
the  moontaia  will  be  evacnated. 

.  On  this  occasion  I  have  been  applied  to  for  amnnition  some  of 
which  I  gave  them  and  Col.  Lindemath,  I  am  told,  has  marched 
with  a  Party  to  their  Relief ;  But  as  this  mav  not  be  sufficient  to 
quiet  the  apprehensions  of  ^e  InhalHtants,  I  must  beg  the  Orders 
of  Council  in  what  mannet  to  proceed  and  would  be  glad  to  know  by 
the  Bearer  ^who  is  sent  Express  for  the  purpose)  what  measures  are 
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intended  to  be  punaed  for  the  Protection  of  the  inhabit&nts  on  ih« 
Frontier  in  this  &  and  the  neighboaring  Counties. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  great  Respeei, 
Your  very  bamble  servant 

VALENTINE  BCKART. 
P.  S.  If  the  militia  of  Lancaster  are  not  yet  all  marched  it  might 
perhaps  be  thojight  best  to  send  n»  some  part  for  onr  deface  nntil 
something  more  effectual  can  be  fallen  upon.  r^ ' 

The  Honw.  Wn^  Moore,  Esq. 


Col.  JoHiT  Piper  to  thb  Ihhabitants  or  QinmAflONimr 
TowMHiP,  1780. 

To  the  IphabitaAts  of  Quemahoning  Township,  1780. 
#»ntlemeQ, 

I  ReeeiTed  yonr  Petition  to  ne  direoted  by  the  Hand  of  Mr. 
Blacky  I  am  fuUy  senslhle  of  your  situation  and  the  Difficulties  yoa 
labour  under  by  reason  of  the  exorbitant  Demands  made  upon  yoa 
by  the  Sub-I^ieotenaiits  of  this  Ckiiintv.fer  large  sums  ef  It^nej  to 
Pay  the  Hire  of  two  Men  annexed  to  the  Bedford  Company  of  Penn- 
sylvania Voluntiers.  I  look  upon  it  as  a  grievance  upon  the  said 
remaining  Inhabitanta  of  the  Frontier  Inhabitants  of  this  Oounty, 
and  as  stich  I  have  alreadv  remonstrated  to  Council,  and  likewise 
to  Mr.  Powel  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  this  County, 
I  assure  you  Gentlemen  the  Proceedings  of  the  Sub*Lieutenants  of 
this  County  in  Demanding  such  large  Sums  of  Money  from  the 
BisfcresBed  Frontier  Inkahitaiits,  is  Contcarjr  to  my  Jadginenl>  ft 
apprehettd  contrary  to  Uie  intention  or  meaning  of  the  act,  for  I  am 
folly  of  opinion  die  meaning  of  tfaa  ao^  was  to  cdl  far  two  Men  Qnl 
of  a  Company^  where  (be]»  is  a  Company  aftd  not  from  thd  feir 
Wnaining  parte  of  Cbmpaniea  iJiat  are  assembled  in  smaU  Parties 
on  our  extended  Fiootiem  who  for  oanaideKahle  time  past  ktire  been 
holding  their  weapons  with  the  one  Hand  and  Labouring  with  thai. 
«th«r,  A  I  SA  of  opininf  that  if  the  neasuses  that  havebeea  adopted 
by  the  Sub-LiefltenaBts  of  this  Comity  are  persued  to  their  fol. 
extent,  it  wall  instead  of  Supporting  the  Froatier%  ba  a  means  of 
effectiuJly  breaking  them  up,  neither  do  I  see  any  method  of  redress 
but  by  Petitioning  oar  Honae  of  Assembfy,  These  Gentlemen  are. 
my  sentiKentii^  and  I  am  aerry  aofur  £Dom  having  an  Aoliml  Hand 
in  the  present  distressing  measures,  that  I.have  never  been  bo  nueh; 
as  consulted  upon  the  matter,  I  am  sorry  to  tell  you  Gentlemen, 
that  it  is  not  in  my  Powe^,  as  I  apprehend  to  give  you  selief  in  y» 
Difficulties. 

I  am  Gentlemen^  with  vespeet 

Y«  mosi  BxxaMa  Seri.  . 

JOHN  PIPSfi.    . 

Sept  1st,  1780,— A  true  Copy. 

^  James  Martin  S.  Lift. 


IdivT.  Wm.  Soon  TO  V,  P,  Moob*,  1780. 

Yorki  Septmto  Iflt,  1780. 
Sir,  ,  . 

Ireod.  your  letter  of  the  14tb,  nit  )>y.  Oaptaia  Uaekey  tnd  bii 
MOfrdm  ^yerjF  thing  in  mJCPDwer  to.  ingke  ^  the  remiMii^r  of 
OMT  Yol^leM  bttt  tmling  konie  die  OffioQB  nad  putting  the  Ue*' 
into  the  Standing  arinie,  has  so  alMmd.  the  People  that  we  Cannot 
cmUj  engage  ftnnother  i^miV  and  many  of  them  who  were  engaged 
have  Deserted.  I  haye  pieyailed  with  Captain  Amor  to  talro  the 
Charge  of  wha^  we  conld  get  ready  and  send  them  with  him»  with  a 
list  (^  (Jieir  names  ^noloasedy  and  the  xemainder  w^'l^xriavoor  t^^ 
send  with  the  Militia. 

J  had  Commissioaeda  Captain,  and  an  Ensign  for  th.e  2d  Company 
who  have  left  their  aeots.  with  me  to  be  forwarded  to  Gonneil}  an# 
a^rdtnmed  home  n^ooh  diasatisSad  with  the  disappointaneot  the 
(MIoers  of  the  first  Company  woud*  be  glad  to  know  who  is:  to  pay ' 
them  their  monthly  wage^and  when  they  may  expect  to  receive  it. , , 
^  In.  the  retnra  of  Pnrohases  sent  off  yesterday  I  have  Omited  near 
100  B^rrak  of  Flonr  which  I  bad .  put  iq  a  lormer  written  xetarni 
on  aoot.  of  its  not  being  Paid  for. 

I  have  sent  the  Blank  Certificates  which  were  not  Issued  for 
Cattle  and  Sheep  and  as  soon  as  the  Bemainder  of  the  Sheep  are  sold 
and  the  aooompts  oun  be  adjusted  will  send  a  State  of  the  whole. 
I  bale  aha  seat  tha  Arrangement  of  the  Militia  of  our  County  in 
order  to  have  the  Commissions  for  the  Of&oera  who  have  been 
Elected. 

1  am  Sir,  ^.^  '  —r    -  "  '  ^ 

Your  Hodiours  Obedient| 
Humble  Servt. 

WM.  SCOTT.* 

Directed^  

To  the  Honourable  WiHiam  Moore  Esq'  Vice  Presidei^t  in  Coun- 
cil. 

^  Capt.  Armor. 

Caw.  I>BNiris  Lhary  to  V»  P.  Mdorh,  1780. 

Reading,  Sept^  1st,  1780. 
I  think  it  my  Duty  to  inform  you  that  On  Sunday  last  I  was 
ilaraied  with  an  acoount  of  an  attack  made  by  the  Indians  at  a 
House  about  a  mile  from  my  Post  dm  Sohaylkili.    I  immediately 
UMrobed  thithor  with  fo«r  Men  and  Buried  the  man  of  the  House  ' 

*  Lieateaant  ef  York  Co. 
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and  tmo  OUldren  who  hj  dead^  snd  a  IHtla  Girl  haring  bees  car- 
ried off  by  the  InffiaiM,  TbeDsj  following  I  went  is  Pormtitofthe 
Enemy  with  ten  men  and  was  Uie  lame  Day  joined  by  Gapt.  Baity 
and  the  next  Day  by  Colonel  Lintemnth  with  abont  50  men  between 
them.  With  theee  we  have  soonred  the  Wooda  'till  yeiterday  noon 
#hen  we  oaine  down  to  Beading. 

8inee  the  lint  attaok  a  Honee  k  Barn  haw  been  bnined  on 
little  aehnylhill^  ft  two  Hones  taken  a  little  Boy  Bon  of  one  8hinr 
is  alao  listing  einoe  Tuesday  fast 

When  we  came  down  we  left  aboni  sixty  men  at  the  Difoenl 
Settlements  for  whose  Snbsistanee  we  are  aooonntable. 
■  I  must  therefore  beg  the  assistanee  of  Conneil  in  forwarding  sneh 
Supplies  of  men  ft  proTisions  as  will  be  neeessary  for  defending  the 
post  where  we  are,  at  least,  if  not  the  rest  of  the  Aontier. 

There  is  still  a  matter  to  be  mentioned  which  seenw  a  little  extra- 
cMinary.  On  Sunday  a  man  and  his  wife  eame  to  join  us  at*  the- 
post  and  the  man  pretending  to  be  a  Garoenter  we  reeeiTod  thenii 
a  fow  Days  afker  it  was  diseoyered  that  his  name  waa  not  John 
Hamilton  (as  he  fint  called  himself)  but  Niel  Tye  and  hb  wife  sent 
nM  a  message  desiring  I  would  take  Care  of  myself  as  h^  was  deter- 
mined to  scalp  me,  On  this  I  had' them  bro't  to  Beading  where  the* 
man  is  now  in  Ooal. 

I  am  Sir,  with  great  Respect, 
your  very  humble  Servt. 

DENNIS  IJSAB7. 
Capt  of  Marines. 

Directed,  — "--^-   ^ 

To  the  Honble.  William  Moore  Esq'  Vice  president  of  Oouncil 
of  Penna.  Philadelphia. 

^  Express. 


Jahbs  Ssarlb  to  Pres.  Rbbb,  1780. 

Brest,  2*  Sept',  1780. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

This  is  one  of  seyeral  flying  letters  I  address  te  you  which  I  send 
to  the  different  Sea  ports  of  France,  in  hopes  one  at  least  may  get 
to  your  hands  ft  inform  you  of  my  safe  arrival  at  this  phioe  yester- 
day after  a  tedious  ft  very  Haiardous  passaje  of  48  days.  I  a^  oiSF 
for  Paris  to-morrow  morning  from  whence  I  shall  have  the  honor  of 
writing  fully  to  your  Ezeeltoncy. 

I  have  been  received  ft  treated  with  the  utmost  politeness  ft 
attentioQ  by  all  the  great  people  of  this  place* 

You  will  do  me  the  &vour  to  send  immediately  by  Ezpiess,  if 
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neoeflsary,  to  aoqnunt  mj  dear  Mrs.  Searle  of  my  arrival,  kci  mj 
being  in  the  moat  perfeot  bealth  &  good  Spirits 
I  am  with  every 

Sentiment  tid  Respeot  &  affeetion, 

Y'  Skeelleno/s  most  Obed« 

&  moat  Hnmble  Servant, 

JAMES  SEABLB. 

On  pabli0  Service.— J.  Searle. 

Hia  EzeeUenoy  Joaepb  Seed,  Eaqnire,  Philadelphia. 

Reeeired  Nantes  10  Oetober^  1780,  and  forwarded  by  Your 
B<oeUeBc/8  moat  Obed<  Serv^ 

JOSHUA  JOHNSON. 


Coim  Saml.  Milbs  to  Y.  P.  Moobb,  1780. 

Philad*,  Sep'  2',  1780. 
fir,  . 

I  flhall  feel  a  happiness  in  being  able  to  comply  with  the  desirea 
of  the  HoB^^«  Coifacil  at  any  time,  bnt  it  is  my  duty  to  aoqnaint 
them  that  it  is  the  Oppinion  of  the  Quarter  Master  General  that  I 
aiQinot,  ooBsSatent  with  my  dniy,  famish  expresses  for  the  State. 
Tho'  the  Buainesa  eonoemed  the  Continent,  he  thinks,  to  prevent 
eonfoaion  in  Ao6*%  it  would  be  best  for  the  State  to  employ  the 
f  xpreesea  &^  ebaige  tb^  expenoe. 

I  am  with  due  reqpeet, 

Your  Honoris  most  obed* 
&  most  Humble  Serv*, 

SAML.  MILES,  D.  Q.  M., 

for  Pennsylv*.* 
Direetedj 
The  Hon'ble  William  Moore,  Esq',  Yice  President,  Prea^ 

*Col.  iteo.,Vol.Xn.,p;498. 
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Fbbs.  of  CoHeusss  to  Pus.  £sbd,  1780^ 

Pbatd^hia,  September  8, 1780. 
Sir, 

Yow  Ezoelleaoj  will  receive  herewith  endoeed  an  Aet  of  Oon- 
gresB  of  the  25  alto.,  earnestly  recommending  to  the  seyeral  States 
to  take  the  most  speedy  &  effectual  Means  in  their  Power  for  dfaiv^ 
ing  in  their  respective  quotas  of  the  Oqatinental  Bills  of  Credit^  to 
be  destroyed  by  Tax  or  exchanging  for  them  new  Bills  emitted  par- 
suant  to  the  resolntion  of  the  ISth  of  March  last,  al  a  vale  not  leas 
than  forty  for  ene^  tM  tjbe  whole  of  the  new  Bills  raaj  b^  isiaifd. 

Also  recommending  to  the  several  States  ^  raise  by  Taxe%  pi^ 
able  in  tbe  new  Bills  above  mentioned;  or  Specie,  their  respective 
Quobas  of  three  Million  of  Dollars,  agreeable  to  the  Apportionment 
of  the  7th  of  October,  1779,  and  pay  the  same  in  to  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  as  soon  as  possible,  the  Payment  to  be  fully  com- 
pleted by  the  last  Day  of  l)ccember  nexly  eaeh'Slate  le  be  allowed 
Intercat  from  the  Time  it  is  paid ;  to  be  hereafter  adjusted  accord- 
ing to  a  resoIutioQ  of  the  6th  of  October,  1779.* 

You  will  also  observe  by  this  Act  Provision  is  made  for  PaymAil 
of  the  Public  Debts  due  in  any  of  the  States,  in  the  De^rtments  of 
tlie  late  Quartermaster  Greene  k  Commissary  Wadsworth^  aa  also 
the  present  Commissary  General  of  Pnrehasea. 

And  in  Order  to  prevent  l9ie  Possibility  of  a  Deprechtioii  hi  Cia 
new  Bills,  it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the  several  States  not  tci 
issue  Bills  of  Credit  for  a  Curfeney  on  aHy  account  whatever^  in 
such  Manner  as  to  have  in  Circulation  a  greater  Amount  than  theif 
respective  Quotas  of  the  new  Bilis. 

And  in  Order  that  Jostioe  be  dona  ^  the  Creditors  of  these 
United  States,  for  SappUes  furnished  the  Army  or  Transportation 
thereof.  Provision  is  made  by  this  Act  that  such  Creditors  be  paid 
the  just  value  of  ihetr  Debts^  to  be  ascertained  in  the  Manner 
expressed  in  the  Adt;  and  all  Debts  due  to  die  United  States  are 
to  be  justly  paid  in  like  Manner. 

I  h&ve  the  Honor  to  be     . 
with  the  highest  respect 
your  Expelloncy's, 

most  obedient  Servant, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON, 

President 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire. 

•  See  Vol.  YIL,  p.  782,  and  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  472. 


P&ffik  ov  CoHciBjwft  so  Pma.  Besd,  1780. 

CSroiilar. 

Pkilaclelpfaii^  September  8;  1780. 
Sir, 

*  To«t  Sxeelleaej^^  wOl  leeeim  keiMriili  eneloeed  fto  Ao(  of  Oee- 
cress  of  tbo  125th  vlteo.  aaeeitainiiig  the  rank  ef  the  OaremeTS  or 
msideiite^  the  sereml  States  whenever  they  shall  set  is  the  FieM 

S ether  or  in  Oonjunetion  with  the  Contkieiilal  Army.  Tho  same 
ft  has  heen  heretofore  adopted  iti  mtioular  Oases  as  just  ft  neoe#i 
may,  k  ha|h  given  Satlsfcotion.  It  is  now  deemed  «cpedieiit  to 
adopt  the  same  as- a  general  R^  whieh  it  is  svpposed  wiii  meel 
Wil£  Appvohatien  in  tne  respeotm  Steles. 

i  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  highest  respect 

yo^ir  E«^oel)encjr'8  i^oat  obedient  Servant, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON, 
President 

'Directed^  : 

His  ExeeDeney^  Joseph  Bted^:ab|«ii». 


Lt.  Ool.  RofiB&T  Smith  to  P&ss.  {Isjbd^  1780.   . 

Ghesier  County,  September  4th,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  p^rtunilar  Sitnatioii  of  This  jDonnty,  under  the  late  oalls  of 
The  Militia  induces,  me  to  lay  before  Council  the  following  stat# 
•f  lSaols..aad  toinf|aest  their  adriices  and  .InstmctiOns.theiSeoii.— * 

Oar  Jnstiessat^  their  Sesstoos  io  May  last,  Bated  the  average 
prise  of  Common  lahous  aitwenty  Dollars  per.JDsr  as  the  Sta%dUs4 
of  Militia  Fines  ;  This  I  was  Verbally  informed  of  by  the  pseeit 
debt  of  the  Court  ]  Bui  do  eertifiente  iinder  their  Httda^and  seals  wss 
reeeived«  Aeeordmg  to  This  Bala  the  Fines  feeJMSialteiidsnee  •• 
days  of  Exerebe  the  former  part  of  the  present  year  were  laid  ;  i^tid 
four  elasseaof  the  Militia  b^ng  erdeaid  into  aetnal  Service  wes4 
Bwrohed  Before  tha  August  Sessions,  under  the  same  OirousM^Mk 
Upon  the  MiHtia^s  being  Called  out  they  expusssed  great. Disiatis* 
faction  at  th^  Wages  hwng  tower  than  thosa  ikk  the  (^ty  and  othev 
Oouaties ;  and  the  Oeoii  at  thmr  August  BessLukS,  Bated  Labour 
at  Thirty  Dollan  per  Say  >^tj|i  the  Interim  Betiom  the  MaroMag 
♦  See  p.  610  anfl  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  WI.,  p.  '471. 
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of  the  Militia  and  the  Bitting  of  the  Coaity  eome  few  finei  were  re- 
oei Yed  at  Ihe  former  Bate,  as  moaeff  was  nraoh  wanted-for  the  parpose 
of  advancing  toThoee  who  marched;  and  it  is  now  Strongly  Oontrovert- 
ed  whether  we  have  a  Right  to  Levj  the  advanced  price  of  Labour 
upon  delinqnentBy  as  the  Militia  were  ordered  ont  and  the  Fines  in- 
cumd  beftietJbe  Sittkig  of  the  Oonrt— It  is  likewise  Contended 
bj  some  that  as  the  Militia  are  discharged  before  the  ezpiratioaof 
their  Two  months ;  The  Fines  «ow  GoUeeted  riioald'  be  ill  propor- 
tion to  the  time  of  Serviee  given.  I  have  taken  the  libertj  to  Stala 
these  Civoomstances  and  woiud  Hnmblj  re<|nest  the  advice  and  Is* 
stroctions  of  The  fioaoorable  Cooncil  on  the  subject  both  with  re- 
spect To  the  Fines  upon  Delinquents  and  the  WagiBs  of  those  wba 
have  marehed  noon  the  late  eal^  in  <xder  that  we  may  proceed  is 
a  regular  and  Uniform  line  of  'Condoot  in  this  matter. 

The  paymaster  of  this  Comity  won'd  be  glad  to  receive  Instrao? 
tions  with  regard  to  the  payment  of  the  Militia  now  dischvgsd- 
whether  Seperate  Payrolls  of  their  Pay  &  Bounty  according  to  law 
are  now  to  be  made  out  for  the  time  of  Service  given,  and  paid  off, 
or  whether  what  they  have  teccived  remain  as  advanced  pay  until 
Their  Tour  of  Duty  is  Completed. — ^Any  Instructions  Sent  to  me 
on  the  Subject^  shall  be  immediately  Communicated  to  him* 
I  am  Sir  with  the  most  Sincere  Esteem 
Your  most  Obedient  flnmUe  Servanty 

..       .  ROBERT  SMITH, 

L.  C.  C. 

His  Ezoelkney  Joseph  Reed  &sq.  President.     - 


Col.  Dakl.  Brodhbad  to  Pres.  Rbed,  1780. 

Son  ¥1%  Sept:  5,  I7«0. 
Osar  ShTy 

Yesterday  the  Indians  killed  two  men  on  Rolieson's  Run  in  what 
iseaUed  Yoghagania  County,  and  fired  at  two  Saldiers  who  were 

Eing  to  Wheelittg  in  a  CanoC;  ene  of  them  is  wounded  but  both 
ve  .escaped. 

By  the  ktebtders  of  the  Honfafo  Board  of  War  to  Mr.  Charles 
Fettily  I  find  that  the  Troops  here  are  to  be  supplied  by  the  Qma^ 
inissiDaeffs  of  Pens^'ftYirgHiiay  on  this  side  the  mountains.  There 
Is  but  one  appohited  by  the  Honble  Executive  Counoil  of  PensP 
and  none  by  the  State  of  Yiigs.  that  I  have  heard  of.  The  Cobs* 
missloner  of  Westmoreland  informs  me  that  he  is  only  authorised 
to  purchase  one  hundred  barrels  of  Flour  and  not  any  Meat. 

^he  Troops  have  alternately  been  deatitnte  of  Bread  ft  neat. 
They  have  hitherto  been  reconciled^  but  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  they  will  complaiui  if  more  ample  provision  is  not  'speedily 
msde  for  them.    At  present  I  am  not  possessed  of  two  Days  allow- 
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aooe  and  I  Welmt  a  dvSt  prospect  td  to  fartber  anp^lita^  I  iNtT« 
been  compelled  to  hire  a  few  Honmr  to  send  to  the  Mills  below. 
For  Mr.  Steel  has  been  weak  eoongh  to  discharge  a  Brigade  of 
Horses  which  were  loaded  with  Floor  for  our  eoas«iaptioB|  after 
they  had  reached  old  Town. 

I  am  informed  that  Col.  Clark  bad  destroyed  two  of  the  Shaw* 
nese  Towns,  killed  ttx  men  and  one  woman  ft  la  retomed  to  tfa* 
Fklls  of  Ohio. 

-  Had  I  been  famished  with  ProTuions,  the  saTsgea  had  now  fell, 
a  general  panie^  bnt  I  h«Te  nothing  in  my  power. 

I  hope  we  are  not  to  be  in  this  situation  mnch  longer,  as  the  tbnm 
18  arrived  that  winter  stores  should  be  purchased  for  onr^snbsistanee  ; 
and  I  sincerely  wish  your  Excell^  may  interest  yourself  in  cor  layor, 
for  nnless  something  is  speedily  done,  these  posts  whi^h  are  of  tho 
utmost  importance,  must  be  eyacoated,  and  the  Coun^  will  «f 
course  be  deserted  or  as  some  hme  hinted,  join  the  Bnen^. 
With  the  most  perfect  respect  I  have  the 

Honor  to  be  your  Excellenoies  most  Obed.  Servt 
.•  DANIEL  BROPHEAD. 

His  Bxoell'  Joi.  Seed  Esq.   . 


Obn.  Ab7Rub  St.  Olaib  to  P&bs.  Bebd,  1780. 

Camp  near  the  New  Bridge,  Septr  6%  K8». 
Sir, 

Tour  favour  of  the  26^  nit*  was  delivered  to  me  fonr  or  five  Days 
ago  but  a  Fever  with  which  I  was  ill  at  that  time  fwevanted  my 
Answering  it  sooner. 

I  entirely  agree  with  you  abont  Colonell  Connor,  and  AonM  mot 
have  forwarded  a  Recommendation  ior  his  successor  had  I  not  been 
iaught  to  believe  that  there  was  no  doubt  of  his  unhappy  SUe  and 
it  gives  me  Pleasure  to  hear  that  it  is  still  doubtful  a8«he  was  a 
Person  esteemed  by  all  his  acquaintance  and  allowed  to  be  a.  very 
deserving  officer.  Colonell  Harmar  is  very  hi  from  pressing  thia 
Matter,  neither,  I  am  certain  would  he  have  made  the  Applieatioo 
at  all  had  he  not  believed  the  Story  of  his  Death. 

M*-  Lytic  has  been  arrived  some  time  a^d  tha  Stores  are  pretty 
nearly  distributed.  I  shall  enclose  an  Account  of  the  Distribution 
with  the  Time  to  which  the  Troops  are  supplyed  which  lie  Jias 
prommed  to  famish  me  with  this  Momin  s.  The  officers  and 
soldiers  are  very  sensible  of  the  attention  of  the  State  to  tbei^ 
Necessitys,  and  are  grateM;  nor  do  I  see  the  least  Reason  to 
apprehend  an  Interruption  of  the  Harmony  that  sabsists  betwist 
the  Civil  and  Military.  If  any  attempts  h«ve  been  made  to  intempt 
it,  they  have  certainly  proved  abortive  and  must  have  been  very 
insignificant  in   themselves  or   they  could  not  have  escaped   my 


m        iwHjfSYj^jjiiA  momvjpB  its©, 

Httiea  altogstiiMPi  m  ibfj  ha^  done:  nvildM  jon  lefer  Aa  Mna 
Bapoi<B>  Ibftt  the  Coaaoil  ^oald  not  suffer  the  oftoerp  to  iQlist  th^a 
Yolmiteen.  Saoh  Repoi^  were  mrouU^  hui  with  no  lother  £ff6ol 
tlum  to  psedim  «  logiti^.  3eiiiio9|Nrt  i|iafc  ia  thafc  lost^ipe  i^of 
i^ere  wrong. 

>  I  Ml  eorry  tli«^  tiio  i^enoniBteaaoe  of  iko  Geoen4  offioeis  should 
,  hftve  giro*  UpibffgA  either  to  tb^  Ptato  qr  to  mj  Individoil  ia  tho^ 
Ezecative  or  LegislatWe ;  bat  more  especially  to  yoa  tp.wboqi  thej 
havB  m  mao J  oUigatioiif .  I  am  aore  (I  ma  aajr  for  iftyaelf^  and 
believe  the  same  of  the  iteat  of  the  General  offiaers^)  nothiu  wpf 
further  fram  their  latenti^  It  did  ipt  enter  into  their  Heada 
tfiat  any  Mamber  of  Coogreas  eoiiid  be  ignoiant  of  what  aajr  Stat« 
had  dflfie  in  a  Baaineaa  that  had  been  ao  mnph  i^iatedj  in  that 
kowerer  thay  were  wrong,  beqajasa  apme  of  them  might  h%ve  recol* 
laatfld  how  a&tramely  Igiior9i»jt.th4iy  are  flometimea  of  what  they  .havc^ 
themselvea  dona  in  Gon^greM.  I  9m  aeoaible  that  it  woiild  have 
been  better  to  harei  signed  it  with  aonie  QoalificatioDi  bat  what  the 
State  hftd  done  wa^  by  no  meana  forgot;  I  mentioned  it  particnlarly, 
and  procared  the  Law  for  their  inspection^  and  it  was  made  the 
Ground  Work  of  what  was  asked  for  the  army  at  large,  and  from 
the  late  Practice  of  Congress  referring  every  tiling  they  wkh  to  be 
done  to  the  respective  States^  it  was  not  expected  their  Requests 
would  be  complied  with,  if  complied  with  at  all,  in  any  other  way ; 
and  the  Idea  of  perfect  Uoaniaiity  'v^  hdd  np  as  necessary  t^  give 
their  applicati(m  the  more  Weight.  We  must  be  insensible  and 
nngaatefu}  to  tk  great  T^gfe^  it  vm  did  not  acknowledge  the 
advantages  we  have  e^cperienced  since  the  State  took  us  more 
kamadiately  nadeif  theic  Oare,  and  I  aay^ra  you  we  haya  na  inolina- 
t^ :  to.  ratlin  to  a .  tola)  THp^Pd^ioe  npon  Congresa — from  thqi 
Dependance  we  have  on  the  State  we  have  felt  no  inoonveniencea 
and  aie  ^knbt  whether  onr  fasing  K«a»o?ed  ^om  that  Pependance 
wetdd  render  Ua  move.  afEiM^^al. 

I  hope  the  Oloathiog  yoa  have  sent  for  viay  arrive  in  safely;  to 
whatevaraPurpoae  it  may  be  applied  whethar  for  the  Continent  at 
largOi  or  the  I^oopa  of  the  State  m  partip^r;  however  I  trust  yoa 
will  not  be.  in  a  hurry  to  transfer  it  to  Cpngress^  nor  the  Purcbasea 
that  may  be  mada  to  the  Eastward ',  i(^h  tho'  they  would  take,  them 
very  readily  off  your  Hands,  piovKl^d  that  you  do  not  ask  to  bq 
paid,  I  bdieve  yon  will  |^t  at  laaat  as  muph  Thanks  from  the  officers 
h  Seldiaia  who  willjsartainly  want  tham,  In  serions  Earnest  thqy 
are  veiy  aanaiUe  of  this  fieafa  Inataace  of  attention  to  their  Necca- 
aitvs.  I  am  vary  glad  tMt  you  ordax^^d  the  Boots  back  to  Phila? 
de^hia,  aa  i)^  ue  fnteoded  fw  Purt  of  the  uext  distribution  and 
a  Ragsiarity  ia  the  Issues,  X  have  always  thought  with  yo«  a 
laatter  of  OoaaequsDaa  indeed  without  it  !|!roopa  never  can  ba 
properly  supplied,  and  aanaame  mooh  more  than  is  neeessary.  No 
Oeioianeies  of  Booti^  that  la  of  Boot#  to  those  whoae  Duty  req^uirea 
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atem  i»  ket  Dn  Honebaek,  htm  been  reported  to  mb,  tet  I  dbid 
make  the  Enqairj,  and  send  the  Return  it  I  find  tlg^  are  aaj* 

CMomil  Johastoiif  Oolonell  Himtj^os  aad  Ookmell  Hamuur,  are 
going  to  Town  iqipoiDted  hj  the  ield  and^ther  offiotra  to  unit  en 
the  Aeeembly  on  the  Subjeet  of  makkig  good  tlw  IhpttoiK^&mf 
agreeable  to  a  late  Reeolutkm  of  Oongreea,  reoommending  that 
Business  to  the  diftvent  8tale0>  I  wish  it  may  meet  your  Sentiments 
becanse  ybn  ean  give  it  great  assistance,  I  think  it  a  Matter  both  of 
Right  and  of  Policy — ^They  do  not  expect  that  the  Differetkee  is  to 
be  paid  off  immediately  but-ishey  expeot  it  will  be  settkd»  and  some 
assurances  given  them  of  Payment  in  a  short  Space,  to  this  they^ 
have  a  Right,  but  it  is  certainly  goddTolicy  to  give  the  Soldiery  an 
Interest  in  the  Is^oe  orthe  Ocmteet  vhkth  oymsking  thiom'  publio 
Creditors  you  do;  and  I  believe  it  would  be  a  means,  if  not  of 
pre«entmg  ii  altogether,  of  rendeving  Desertion  much  less  frequent 
than  it  has  been.  The  Eastern  States  had  done  this  previous  to  ihd 
Reeommendaitkm  of  Oos^ms,  and  thmat  f^oops  are  now  vi  Peases- 
slott  of  ^overAment  Seourities  payaUe  at  hux  differemi  Terms,,  aad 
bearing  Interest.  I  hope  the  middle  States,  and  Pennsylvania  m 
partionlar,  which  have  always  sot  the  Start  ai  their  nstem  BielAirea 
in  mattMS  of  Oenerosityi  will  not  be  bAind  Hfmd  with  theK^  ii^ 
Mntterrof  Justice. 

Endeoed  is  a  Rotm  of  Oapt  Van  Sura  Oorps  which  he  pr»i 
sentod  to  nse  a  few  Bays  ago  with  an  appttcatioa  fov  a  Propevtiea  of 
the  Stores ;  Although  this  Course  appears  to  ba  witiiin  the  PRwi* 
iUm  of  this  Law,  aa  I  had  no  Bireetions  abo^t  them,  aad  did  not 
know  if  the  Returns  required  had  been  made  to  Goaaoil,  i  denifaeiii 
ordering  them  to  be  supplied  at  this  Time,  but  premised  to  forward 
his  Return  and  take  their  Bireotion,  WiU  yo)x  he  pleased  Sir  to  lay 
it  before  Ihem,  and  let  dm  be  iastraeted  against  the  Arrival  of 
anatker  Cdrgo,  X  believe  this  is  the  only  Corps  included  in  the 
Quota  that  has  not  partook. 

The  Ennemy  seem  to  confine  themselves  inlirely  tQ  tha  Befensive. 
We  lately  foraged  the  Xl^ontry  ehove  •  Bergen  hi  a  very  insaltpnff 
manner,  and  with  such  a  Disposition  of  our  Troops,  as  if  thev  had 
offensive  Besigns  must  have  been  a  very  great  Temptation,  tho'  to 
be  Bu^  the  rasage  of  the  Korth  River  is  not;  an  ei^  open|tbn»  { 
wish  their  seeming  listnessness  may  not  proceed  from  too  perfect  a 
kndwle^ge  of  our  ffitoaiion.  We  are  9tarvingy  and  unless  some- 
•  thing  very  efficacious  for  the  supply  of  the  Ariny  is  deae,  very 
apeeciily,  we  mast  disband  or  tarn  linee  Beotert ,  an  -evil  ef  almol*  as 
anioh  magnltade  as  the  first,  f  oa  have  'muoh  lainenoe  irilh 
if  embers  of  Ooagvass,  I  iatreat  you  to  make  ihem  sensible  of  tha 
lUsqoa  to  which  they  are  exposing  theur  Country,  and  of  the  doaU# 
tiMue  to  whiDh  they  effom  themselTes  fior  it  begins  to  ba  a  pre^ 
^ailng  Seatimelit  bath  in  the  Army  aad  in  the  Oonntry  that  4 
JAsHy  among  tbem  htffe-beeii  bribed  te  draw  llUags  idtp  OonteioB. 
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WlMn  th6  Beaeiitaeiite  iif  m  People  ue  roused  their  Bevenge  doee 
not  alwaye  ezm||l  to  the  Otdlty  only. 

I  do  not  know  how  I  be?e  dimwn  thk  Letter  iato  00  imediiMieD- 
able  a  Leogfthi  I  beg  Pardon  for  it  and  beg  leave  to  Babseribe 
jnyaelf,  with  pecleot  Eeteem  and  Bespeet 

8ir^  jour  ExoeUeno/s 

noet  obedient  Servant, 

A'.  S'.  CLAIB. 

His  Bzodleoej  Joseph  Beed^  Esquire. 


Grarii.  Wv.  iBvnn  to  Pbbb.  Bbsd,  1780. 

Gamp  Haciinsaek;  Sep^  5th,  1780. 
DearSiiv 

Ookmels  Johnston  Hompton  &  Hannar  are  gone  to  wait  on  the 
Cooneii  ft  assembly  lespeoting  the  depritiation  of  the  pay  of  the 
^fooopsy  agreeable  to  a  late  resolution  of  Oongteasi  I  beliftye  they 
esrry  with  them  Copies  of  pbns  adopted  by  some  other  States — 
QoM  these  be  any  aasaranees  given  for  the  Beimty,  almost  all  our 
Yolanteers  eoaldbe  ingaged  for  the  War.  The  Clffioers  are  afraid 
te  promise  least  they  should  be  <Ksappointed— 4ho  some  have  Yen- 
tarad«--If  the  fellows  are  not  taken  now,  when  thmr  term  of  serviee 
is  aspired,  not  a  man  of  them  will  be  go^ 

I  shall  be  gladtif  your  iastmetions  on  this  head,  or  at  least  your 
opinion  how  in  the  Offionrs  may  promise. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 
your  Bxoelleney's 

most  obedient  Humble  Servant, 

WM.  IBVINB. 

On  Pabliek  Serviee, 

Ta  His  Bzoellenoy  Joseph  Beed  Esquire* 


MOHS.  HOLKIB  TO  M0H8.  Lb  Oh.  DB  IiA  LlTZBRlT^  1780. 

■  Phikdelphie,  le  6  1^.  1780. 
Monsieur  I 
J'ai  rhonneor  de  voos  envoyer  ci-jointe  la  lettre  que  Btr.  Witoon 
m'^rit  an  sii^t  des  mats  one  je  Tavaia  d^termin^  k  &ure  exploiter  an 
haut  de  la  rivito  du  Sknylkill,  c'est  le  ssul  endroit  du  eontinent  edi 
I'ai  pu  en  &ire  eouper  dans  les  dimensians  oanvenabks  aux  vaisaeanx 
du  Boi,  et  ma  demidce  ressomrae:  J'v  eomptais  cependant  puisque 
Jaomis  les  Indiens  ne  s'^taient  wprooMs. de  o^ie  partie  de  la  Pan- 
sylvanie  de  plas  de  oinquante  milles.  Yooa  CQmai8si§8  rimpoElansejda 
eet  objet,  il  int^resse  si  fortement  le  repos  des  Etats  ums;  que  je  ne 
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doate  pM  que  toiui  ne  fassi^  lea  demarohes  que  votre  sageeBe  Tons 
dioiera  pour  faire  secouder  mes  effarts  ei  mes  iecbe|^e8  dans  oetta 
paiiie  da  service  de  Sa  Majesty.  ^ 

Je  Buis  ayeo  respect^ 

MonneuTy 

Voire  tr^  hmnbte  et  Ms 
ob^ifisant  aervkenr 

HOLKER.* 
Oei  ebjet  est  si  presMUit  et  il  eat  ri  iot^reasant  de  pr^yenir  lea 
malheoTB  que  de  trop  d^laia  poorroit  oocaakmnery  que  j'eap^re  aue' 
Son  ExcelleBce  youdra  bien  m'excuser  si  je  prenda  la  fibert^  de  lui. 
tecommaader  cetie  affiiire  de  la  mani^  la  plus  forte. 


(The  foUowiBg  papers  acoompanj  the  foregoing.) 
JaMIS  WiLgON  TO  MONS.  HoiiKSB|  1780. 

Sir, 

I  haye  this  Day  reoeiyed  a  Letter  from  Gaptiun  Lear^,  the  Saper* 
intendaDt  of  the  Workmen  who  are  employed  in  catting  Masts  tip 
Sohoylkill.  He  informs  me  that  a  Body  of  Tories  and  Indians  haye 
lately  made  an  Inoorsion  into  that  Neighborhood,  and  haye  killed  a 
Man  and  two  Children  within  a  Mile  of  the  Plaoe  where  he  ia 
stationed.  He  also  mentions,  that  he  has  been  frequently  told  that 
die  Indians  intended  to  take  him  and  his  Party.  A  Detachment  of 
the  Militia  marched  to  that  part  of  the  Country.  They  haye  been 
kept  to  secure  the  Masts  which  haye  been  cut  for  the.  use  of  the 
King's  Nayy.  The  Express,  who  came  with  Captain  Loury^s  Letter 
tells  me  that  a  Number  of  yery  fine  Masts  are  oat  and  ready  to  be 
hauled  to  the  Riyer.  Many  more  may  be  procured,  if  Protection  ia 
afforded  to  the  Workmen.  It  ia  easy  for  the  Sayages  to  render  the 
Masts  aseless  by  oattinj;  or  notching  them.  The  same  Force  that 
would  protect  the  Workmen  will  also  protect  the  Inhabitants  of  that 
Part  of  the  Country.  I  know  no  other  Plaoe  where  Masts  can  he 
had  without  requiring  larger  Guards  than  will  be  necessary  at  the 
Place  where'  Captain  Leary  is.  It  is  of  public  consequence  that  the 
masts  already  cut  should  be  secared,  and  tbat  more  should  be  obtaioed. 

I  haye  not  the  least  Doubt  but  that  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
of  France  will  think  it  proper  to  apply,  on  this  Occasion  to  Con* 
grcss  or  iSo  the  Supreme  Executiye  Uouncil  of  this  State  for  a  Force 
sufficient  to  accomplish  those  yaluable  Purposes.  I  beg  you  will 
speedily  make  the  necessary  Bepresentation  to  his  Excellency  on  thia 
Subject. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be  with  great  Esteem  Sir 
your  most  obed^  h'ble  Sery*, 

JAMES  WILSON. 

PhHad*,  4th  Sept^  1780.  . 

Directed, — ^To  The  Honorable  John  Holker,  Esquire. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XH.,  p.  488. 
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jAMii  Wilson  to  Mons.  Holeeb,  1780. 

Sip, 

Tbe  Plaoe  where  the  W6?kmeii  lure  employed  in  eattiog  Meets  ie 
on  SohnjlkiU  near  the  Gap.  of  the  aeoond  Moanlaiiiy  and  ahont  thirtj 
five  Hilee  above  Reading  in  Berks  Connty..  It  is,  I  believe,  the 
nest  advantageous  Paas  fi»r  oovwrii^  the  frontier^  of  that  Partx)f 
Pennsylvania.  A  guard  of  eizty  or  eighty  Men,  woold  I  pfefia&i% 
be  suffident  ibr  the  porpose. 

I  haw  the  Honor  to  be  Sff, 

your  very  hble.  Serv*, 

JAMES  WHiSON. 
Phikd%«th8ep^,178©.  • 

Directtdy 
To  The  Honourable  John  Holker^  Bsquire. 

InmssJOi'st  xo   Pa80«  Sbwo,  1780. 

Admiralty  OOee,  7th  Septem*,  17«0. 
Gentlemen : 
The  board  of  Admiralty  some  time  in  the  aprinff  of  the  present 

Star,  agreed  with  Jan^es  Wil^n  Esqr.,  for  Masts  K>r  the  Kavy  of 
e  United  States,  to  be  cut  up  the  Kiver  Schuylkill,  and  consented 
that  Captain  Leary  of  the  Marines  should  superintend  the  workmen 
who  were  to  be  employed  in  that  business.  On  the  4th  instant  the 
board  received  a  letter  from  Cap*  Leary  dated  Beading  Sep'  1, 1780^ 
informing  them  that  he  was  intirely  interrupted  in  the  important 
buaineae  they  were  pleased  to  direct  him  to  nerform  near  the  blua 
Mountidns,  by  the  inroads  &  defMredations  oi  the  Savages  in  that 
part.  That  he  had  represented  these  matters  to  the  Council  of  thia 
State,  and  hoped  that  the  board  would  use  their  interest  with  them 
i|8  well  that  the  defenceless  Inhabitants  of  the  Frontiers  might  be 
protected,  as  to  secure  those  parties  work  under  his  direction  m  that 
part  of  the  Country. 

The  Board  are  informed  that  Masts  suitable  not  only  fbr  our 
Ships,  but  for  tj^ose  of  our  illustrious  Ally  may  be  out  in  that  quar- 
ter, that  in  fact  a  number  of  very  6ne  Masts  are  cut,  and  ready  to  be 
hauled  to  the  river,  that  many  more  may  be  procured  if  protection 
ahould  he  aJSforded  to  the  workmen.    T^e  same  force  that  woi^d 

*  See  page  531. 


pvoieet  tbe  workmen,  wonld  also  protect  the  Inhabitaats  of  tkat  part 
oF  the  Oounlstj,  axi4  we  believe  tb^t  there  is  no  other  place  where 
Maatfl  can  be  had  withoat  requiring  larger  guards  than  will  be 
neeessaBy  atihe  place  where  Cap*  Leary  is.  A  company  of  fifty  or 
•izty  might  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 

Sensible  of  the  importance  of  procuring  Masts  for  the  purposei 
meotioned/we  do  not  doubt  but  that  you  will  furnish  a  force  suffix 
cient  for  the  protection  of  the  workmen  employed  in  this  necessary 
business. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  resf^cl 

'your  obed*  Humble  Serraats 
*   .  FiiA.  LEWIS, 

^  by  order. 

Birected^ 
To  His  Excellency  the  President  &  supream  Executive  Council. 


M.X»  Chbvaubb  mt  hA  Luurnb  to  P&ss.  Bbbb,  1780. 

Monsieur  I 
n  ya  environ  un  mohr  qtl'une  compagnie  k  %i  tdte  de  laquelle'est 
Mr.  WiLSONi  a  pris  des  engagements  aveo  Mr.  Holk£B^  pour 
Houmir  k  la  marine  du  Roi  des  mati^res.  Uarriv^  des  forces  mari- 
t^mes  de  S.  M.  dans  ces  passages  rend  cette  ressource  bien  plus  pres- 
sante,  mais  malheureusement  Messieurs  les  qonyoy^  emp6chent  oe 
particulier  de  tenir  oea  engagementSy  permett^  goe  je  jolgne  mes 
demandes  k  celles  du  bureau  d'amiraut^  pour  vous  supplier  d'aocoardcr 
une  garde  de  milice  pour  prot^ger  le»  travailleurs. 

Cette  demande  est  cependant  ahsolument  subordonn^  aux  oircon- 
stances.  vous  ^tes  plus  ii  port^  que  peraonne  de  juger  si  T^tat  pent 
raccorder  sans  inconvenient,  je  m'en  remets  absolument  k  ce  qu'il 
vous  plaira  d'ei\  d^ider^  connaissant  trop  votre  patriotisme  pour 
Amter  du  succ^,  A  la  chose  est  possible. 

Je  saisis  avec  empressement  cette  ooeanon  de  vous  renouvellet* 
les  sentiments  d'attachement  et  de  respect  aveo  lesqueb  j'ai  Phoo- 
aeur  d'etre, 

Moneieur, 

Votre  tr^  humble  et  tr^ 
^  ob^issant  serviteur 

LE  CH.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  YoL  XII.,  p.  488. 
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Davii)  Jackson  to  Prss.  Rbed,  I78(K 

Phila.  Sept  7th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Application  ia  made  to  me  for  payment  by  sandry  persons  who 
hare  had  their  waggona  out  in  the  servioe  of  the  militia  on  the  lata 
tour  of  duty,  at  the  time  their  teams  were  hired,  there  was  no  expresa 
terms  agreed  on,  only  in  general,  that  they  were  to  reoeive  the  Con- 
tinental or  State  allowance  of  so  much  specie  %  day  or  the  exchange 
the  owners  of  the  teams  give  me  to  anderstena  they  expect  to  ha?e 
the  exchange  fixed  at  the  present  differenee  between  hard  &  conti- 
nental money,  which  is  fluctuating  between  70  &  75  for  one.  As  I 
believe  this  is  not  the  mode  pursued  either  by  the  Continent  or  state 
in  filing  the  exchange,  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  thelSonb^  Council 
for  their  direction  on  this  occasion  by  which  I  shall  implicitly  govern 
myself  in  negociating  the  business. 

I  am  with  much  respect, 

Your  Excellencys  most  Obd't  Hble  servt. 

DA.  JACKSON,  Q.  M.  G.  M.  P. 


Pass.  BiBP  TO  Col*  Jacob  Moegan,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  following  Answers  have  been  made  to  the  Queries  as  offered 
by  you,  viz. 

First,  Who  is  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  teams  called  out  by  order 
d  Council  f 

Answer,  The  State  Quarter  Master  should  settle  the  Ace*  &  if  he 
has  not  money  to  pay  it  he  should  procure  an  order  which  the  state 
will  honour  by  this  means  it  will  go  into  Continental  Aco.  as  lA 
ought  to  do. 

2d.  Question,  Are  they  to  be  continued  longer  in  Pay  than  the 
time  they  are  actually  employed  7 
Answer,  They  are  not. 

8d.  Question.  What  is  to  be  the  Pay  of  the  Chief  Waggon  Master 
of  the  County  ft  his  district  Waggon  Masters  who  assbt  in  getting 
them  outf 

Answer,  County  Waggon  M»  to  have  208.  ^  day  State  money  or 
specie  Assist  Waggon  M'  15  ^  day  like  money. 

4.  What  is  to  be  the  pay  of  the  Conductors  who  go  with  the 
Waggons  i 

Answer.  They  receive  Pay  as  Assistant  Waggon  Masters. 
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5.  What  ifl  to  be  the  pay  of  the  team  &  driver  if  paid  in  GoDti- 
nental  k  at  what  Sxeliatige. 

Answ.  The  Pay  is  fixed  at  SOs.  ^  day  specie  exchange  at  40  for 
one,  or  what  k  the  same,  they  20s.  ^  day  ezchaiige  at  60  fox  one. . 

I  am  Sir,  Your  Obed.  Hbble  Ser. 
Indoned^  JOS.  BEED. 

8ep(F  7%  1780.    To  Colonel  Jacob  Morgan  Sen'  Lt  of  B.  Co'y. 


MoNS.  HoLESK  TO  Pbss.  Bseb,  1780. 

Philad%  September  10*»,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  was  duly  honored  by  your  letter  of  ye  5th  &  having  learned 
since  then  from  yonr  Excellency  that  the  complaints  made  respecting 
the  mode  of  importing  k  exporting  as  practised  by  French  vessels^ 
were  principally  confined  to  the  Kings  store  ships  at  present  in  the 
harbour.  I  have  examined  into  this  matter  &  find  that  there  has 
been  some  error  or  nnwillfall  obmission  from  a  want  of  a  proper 
understanding.  I  cannot  perceive  any  reason  why  french  ships  in 
eeneral  should  not  conforme  invariably  in  this  case,  to  the  laws, 
Customs,  &  usages  of  the  port,  &  I  have  constantly  instructed  jill 
French  Captains  to  this  purpose.  I  therefore  can  have  no  obsei^ation 
to  make  with  respect  to  the  regulation  wich  your  Excellency  may 
deem  proper  to  propose  to  the  assembly  for  the  general  will  fare  or 
tending  to  establish  the  dignity  of  the  states  as  I  shall  in  all  cases 
religiously  abide  by  its  decrees. 

I  have  informed  the  Commanders  of  her  Majesty's  store  ships  in 
this  -harbour  hj  my  letter  of  the  8^  of  the  obligktions  they  are  under 
of  making  an  exact  return  of  their  Cargo's  to  the  naval  officer  of  the 
port;  I  cannot  imagine  they  will  make  difficulty  to  comply  therewith, 
k  I  write  this  day  to  doctor  Phile  in  order  to  let  him  know  the  steps 
I  have  taken  on  this  occasion. 

I  do  not  suppose  that  yonr  Excellency  wishes  that  an  exact  return 
•hould  be  made  to  the  naval  office  of  the  provisions  laden  on  board 
the  ships  Interessant  k  Marie  Francoise ;  1  have  directed  M'  Turn- 
bull  my  agent  in  this  city  to  declare  to  the  state  officer  they  are  laden 
or  lading  with  provisions  belouffiug  to  the  royale  Marine  for  her 
Majesty's  fleet  commanded  by  Monsieur  Le  Chev.  de'Temay,  now  at 
Rhode  Island,  were  they  are  to  proceed  by  the  first  safe  oportunity^ 
bat  least  any  objection  may  be  made  as  to  this  point,  I  have  the 
honor  of  inelosine  to  your  Excellency,  an  exact  return  of  the  articles 
shipped  on  board  the  Interessant  k  what  now  exists  on  the  Marie 
Francoiae  the  cargo  of  which  is^  not  yet  compleated.  I  hope  this  will 
remove  all  species  of  uneasiness,  will  give  satisfaction  k  convince 
your  Excellency  k  Council,  that  I  sincearly  mean  on  all  occasions  to 
do  what  is  proper. 

I  remain  with  due  respect  &  esteem, 

Your  JBixeriiency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant. 

HOLKBR. 
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Copies  oir  Lbttbbs  from  M,  Holkbb,  1T80. 

EXTRAIT  r>V  OOPIB  ]>B8  LvTTltKS  Dlfi  M*.  HOLKBR;  t7O3!r0t7Z. 

Q^.  1>B  Frahoe. 


=1 


A  Mr.  ETfnsABT  Cap»' 

Comd*.  la  flute  du  Roi  [  Philadelphie  le  8  T***.  1780. 
Ulnt^ressant 
J'ld  rhonneizr  de  vons  pr^venir,  Monsiour,  que  je  Viens  de  prier 
las  oapitaines  des.  flutoA  du  Roi  de  vouloir  me  procurer  T^tat  du 
ohargement  qu'ils  avoient  h,  bord  tant  au  compte  du  Roi  qu'k  fret 

riar  les  partkuliers  lors  de  leur  arriv4e  en  oe  p<Hrt^  a£ii  de  servir 
suppler  h  la  d^laratioQ  qu'ils  auroient  dd  fairQ  eu  arrivant  au 
bureau  de  Tamiraut^  de  cetie  ville.  Cet  4tat  m'^tant  demand^ 
par  Mr.  le  Prudent  du  Conseil  de  TEtat  de  PeDsylvaaie  ei  d^- 
raut  le  lui  envoyer,  je  vous  prie,  Monsieur,  de  Touloir  bien  ordonner 
h  MM.  EeyoIi et  Guyho  do  me  foumir  oette  pi^  le  plutdt  possible; 
la  flute  L'lnt^iessant  ae  trouvant  daus  le  caa  des  deux  autrea,  je  yous 
serai  obligd  de  m'adreaaer  ^alement  T^tat  d6taill6  de  aa  oajrgaiaoa 
telle  qu'elle  ae  comportoit  ^  yotre  arxiv^e. 
tTai  riionupur  eto. 

Aux  Cap"*.  Ebvoi.  et  Gutho,  ) 
Cornd*.  La  Marie  Fran^aise  et   V   8  7***.  1780. 
Le  Liverpool.  J 

Tout  navire  franyois  arriyant  dana  oe  port,  Messieurs,  devant 
fournir  la  d^laration  de  son  ohargement  au  bureau  de  Taiairalit^  da 
pays,  et  T^tat  ^tant  inform^  que  voua  u'en  avis  fait  aaoune  k  votre 
arriv^e,  le  President  vient  de  m'en  ^rire  et  me  prior  de  lui  procurer 
la  facture  sign^  de  Toua  dea  marchandffies  qm  oomposoient  votre 
eargaison,  taut  .an  compte  du  Roi  qu'i  fret  pour  les  particuliers ; 
eette  pi^  6tant  Attendu,  je  vous  serai  oblige  de  me  Teuvoyer  U 
plut6t  posaible. 

J'ai  eto. 


A  Mr.  Ethxabt.  * 

9  7*'-.  1780. 
K  Comme  je  ne  puis,  Monaienr,  aee^er  i  plasieam  observations  ^e 
Tous  me  £utes  dans  votee  r^ponae  de-  ce  jour  h,  ma  let(a*e  d'hiefi 
eomme  je  vo«s  ai  pr^veou  qu'il  fandra  fiiire  k  dddacnction  des  nar- 
chandiaea  charges  k  votre  bord,  et  qu'en  voia  la  demandant  j'al 
voulu  voua  en  ^viter  TembMraa  en  la  fidaant  faire  moi-m^me,  je  vons 
r^it^re  main  tenant  que  cette  declaration  eat  ordonn^  par  les  lotz 
de  Tcnsylvanie ;  je  doia  anaai  voua  ajouter  nto  obstant  robservation 
que  je  vons  ai  flute  <biis  rwigino  que  Too  povrdt  peot^tre  vous  dis- 
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)pmntr  de  oeHe  formaRt4;  Anjoordlmt  ^e  Toffider  do  T^tafc  et  h 
ffonrernement  Fexigent,  je  pense  <i«e  vmis  der^z  vous  y  oonformer. 
Je  rma  les  pr^renir  que  je  vons  en  a;^  instrait^  qHie  Je  vousid  maiid^ 
mie  je  oMyois  qtie  oette  fenn«lil6  ne  deroit  eoaftir  aaevne  ditfetdt^ 
cte  votre  part^  vtl  qn'il  ne  {Mmiroil  i^ea  mrivre  aacnn  iQconv^nietit 
pour  les  mt6r6ttf  dd  Roi.  ^  Apr^  oela  tous  sattreB  mtenx  que  moi  ee 
^ue  Tons  aares  ^  ftire,  ainai  je  Pennine  en  yens  Tenonyellant  i'^fisu- 
ranoe  dee  sentimens  aveo  lesquels  j'ai  Thonneur  d'dire  etc. 

««  DooTXUB  Phile-  10  7*~- 1780. 

ar,  •  ^ 

In  Consequence  of  a  Letter  Received  fron  tb^fVesident  of  the 
state,  I  have  Informed  the  Can"'  of  the  King's  store  ships  in  this 
harbour,  that  th^  are  under  tne  obligation  bj  the  Laws  of  Pensjl- 
vanb  to  make  an  Szaot  Return  in  your  Offioe  of  the  respective  Cargoe 
of  their  ships  which  have  been  unladen  in  this  Port,  if  this  Formality 
was  not  Complied  with,  it  must  have  arisen  from  some,  misnnder- 
standiog  in  this  matter,  as  I  cannot  Discover  any  reason  why  tkp 
Cap"  of  french  Ships,  on  their  arrival  here  should  not  make  proper 
entries  at  your  Offioe. 

Iam&% 

A  Mr.  Rfiroi.,  Cap'*.  Comd*.  \   t  t  7^^  -i  yor^ 
La  Marie  Fran^aise.        J    ^*  '     '  ^'^^• 

J'ai  regu,  Monsieur,  la  Icttre  que  vous  mWez  fait  Fhonneur  de 
to'^crire  oe  jour  en  r^ponse  k  la  mienne  du  6  oourant.  II  est  bien  vray 
qa'il  n'y  a  point  de  votre  faute  si  vous  ne  vous  ^tes  pas  pr^nt^  i| 
Tamiraut^  lors  de  votre  arrive  pour  y  declarer  votre  ohargementi 
Je  pensois  alors  qu'ii  seroit  peut  dtre  possible  de  vous  ezempter  de 
eette  formality;  mais  aujourd^hfni  qu'elle  est  demands,  je^crois  de 
votre  devoir  de  la  f»umir. 

J'ai  rhonneur  etc* 


Prm.  Reed  to  Oaft.  EiffCART,  1780. 

In  Council;  Philad^  September  llth^  1780. 
Sir, 

In  answer  to  your  Favour  received  yesterday,  I  beg  Leave  to  ao- 
<fuaint  you  that  no  Person  can  have  a  higher  respect  for  the  Com* 
mission  pf  his  most  Christian  Majesty  than  the  President  &  Coancil 
of  Pennsylvania,  norshoold  we  desire  any  Acknowledgment  to  this 
State  inconsistent  with  the  Daty  you  owe  to  her  Flag — But  this 
State  has  also  its  Rights  &  its  Laws  which  all  Persons  residing 
within  its  Protection  are  bouud  to  respect  in  their  several  CapaoitieA 
&  Stations.  '  One  of  these  Laws  requires  that  all  Merohandiie  hat* 
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ported  into  this  State  should  be  reported  at  the  Ntval  Oflneooder 
eertain  Penalties.  It  is  not  nsval  for  Naval  Offioers  bearing  a  Coib^ 
mission  to  receive  Goods  into  their  Skips  on  Freight,  but  when  thej 
do  they  are  oortainly  to  that  Intent  &  for  that  Purpose  to  be  oofr- 
sidered  as  Merehsnt  Vessels,  &  as  sneh  to  make  the  proper  Beport, 
A  contrary  Praetioe  would  not  only  be  derogatory  to  the  Honoor  & 
Interests  of  the  State  but  be  attended  with  niany  bad  Conseqnenees 
to  its  Gommeroe. 

As  I  presume  the  present  Omission  has  been  aeoidental,  I  cannot 
impute  Blame  to  any  Person,  &  doubt  not  on  a  due  Consideration 
you  will  complv  with  the  Laws  of  the  State  as  iar  as  present  Oir- 
^nmstanees  will  admit.  *  '^ 

I  am  Sir 

your  most  obed. 

&  very  Hbbl,  Serv. 

Oirecled, 

To  Mons^  Ethcart,  Gaptun  of  the  Ship  L'Interessant,  of  his  most 
Christian  Majesty. 


Petition  of  Andrbw  Long,  1780. 

To  The  honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  free-men  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pensy  in  General  Assembly,  met, 
The  Petition  of  Andrew  Long,  humbly  sheweth, 
•  That  yonr  petitioner,  in  Virtue  of  an  Aot  of  yonr  honorable  honae 
passed  the  Ninth  day  of  October  last,  had  the  honour  of  being 
appointed  a  Commissioner  of  the  County  of  Bucks  for  purchasing 
Wheat  &c — ^That  having  executed  his  orders  be  presumes  to  say, 
with  diligence  &  fidelity,  he  waited  on  the  Auditors  of  public  accounts 
and  had  the  Mortification  to  find  the  allowance  made  for  his  services 
greativ  inadequate  to  his  trouble  and  exponce.  He  would  not  be 
thought  to  reflect  on  the  Gentlemen  Auditors  whose  oeconomy  k 
attention  to  the  interest  of  the  State  **  demand  applause.^'  But  he 
conceives  with  submission,  that  in  his  Case  they  have  been  too  par- 
simonious— For  to  say  Nothing  of  my  Expenoes  while  prosecuting  a 
Settlement,  which  were  very  oonsideTable,  the  oflfered  allowance  would 
not  equal  my  travelling  expenoes  while  executing  the  Commission — 
what  is  more  tis  not  half  the  sum  I  am  entitled  to  by  law.  By 
comparing  the  Law  under  which  I  acted  with  the  Papers  that  accom- 
pany this  Petition,  the  Hble  House  may  peroeivei  I  purchased  214 
bairels  of  Flonr  for  which  the  Aci  says  i  shall  <<  receive  four  Dol- 
lars ^  Barrel,''  no  part  of  which  is  allowed  in  the  settlement. 

Accordingly,  as  I  had  rather  give  my  Services  to  the  Publick  than 
acoept  as  Compensation  what  is  next  to  Nothing^  I  have  reimbursed 
the  whole  of  the  public  Money  remaining  in  my  hand  and  now  cast 
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myself  cm'the  candor  &  Jnitice  of  the  House,  praying  they  irQI  take 
the  premises  into  Consideration,  &  grant  saoh  relief  as  they  in  their 
wisdom  Judge  proper  and  your  petitioner  as  in  duty  bound  shall: 
crer  pray,  &c. 

ANDREW  LONG 

Sicks  Co., 
pt' 12^1780.  .    . 

Indorsed — ^Petition  of  Andrew  Long,  To  The  Hble  Assembly. 


Board  ov  War  to  Prbs.  Reed. 

War  Office,  Sep.  12%  1778.* 
Sir, 

The  Board  have  been  daly  honoured  with  your  Letter  of  yesterday 
on  the  Subject  of  calling  out  the  Militia  of  thief  State  in  the  Fron*- 
tiers  to  Supply  the  Places  of  those  whose  Times  are  now  about  expi- 
ring. It  was  not  from  an  Inattention  to  the  Business  or  a  Want  of 
Inclination  to  succour  the  Inhabitants  that  Council  have  not  been 
answered  in  their  Enquiries  on  this  Head.  But  the  Board  wanted 
Information  as  to  the  Necessity  of  a  farther  Draft  of  the  Numbers 
requisite  at  the  several  Posts.  They  do  not  conceive  in  this  advanced 
Season  that  great  Numbers  will  be  required  as  the  Indians  appear 
but  in  Small  Parties  &  at  the  Fall  of  the  Leaf,  generally  retire  to 
their  Hunting  Orounds.  The  Authority  given  this  Board  too  by 
Congress  was  not  to  form  a  permanent  Plan  of  Defence  for  the  Fron-  * 
tiers  of  this  State  but  to  co-operate  with  Council  in  repelling  the 
Invasion  which  then  threatened  it  which  was  a  military  Movement 
affecting  intimately  the  general  Cause  &  was  part  of  the  Enemy's 
general  Plan  being  intended  as  a  Diversion  in  their  Favour  on  a 
supposition  that  their  grand  army  would  operate  in  this  State.  In 
this  Light  it  was  a  Continental  Object,  &  as  such  taken  up  by  Con- 
gress— but  at  this  Time  when  the  Enemy  are  withdrawn  as  well 
with  their  principal  Fovce  as  the  auxiliary  one  which  invaded  the  ' 
Frontiers,  the  Board  are  not  oiear  that  they  can  consistent  wkh  the  ' 
Authority  given  them  continue  the  Militia  at  the' general  Bxpence 
without  consulting  Congress.  Nevertheless  they  beg  the  Favour  of ' 
Council  to  give  them  every  necessary  Information  as  well  as  to  the 
Expediency  of  continuing  the  Militia — the  Numbers  required  &  the 
Posts  where  to  be  stationed,  &  on  Receipt  the  Board  will  immedi- 
ately take  every  juatifiie^lje'MeMore. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  great  Respect 

your  very  obed.  Serv* 

RICHARD  PETERS, 

By  Order. 

General  Hand  just  informs  the  Board  that  more  Mischief  was 

*  This  letter  is  oat  of  its  place,  which  is  p.  746,  Vol.  VI. 
Vol.  VIII.— 24 
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done  Ij  ilie  IndiaiiA  IftBt  Tear  ia  ike  HodUm  of  Septemlwr  &  Octo- 
ber than  at  aoj  other  Period — thia  aeeois  to  prove  tbe  Necesaity  of 
being  prepared  at  thia  Time  for  the  like  Conduct  in  the  Sav^ea 
QDleas  tbe  Western  Expedition  shall  oblige  them  to  withdrai^.  £a- 
cioaed  ia  the-  anthoritj  the  Board  received  from  Congress  on  which 
they  have  proceeded  in  this  Bosineaa. 

Direetedj 
On  public  Service. 

The  Honble  Gkorge  Bryan;  Bsqr.^  Vice  President 
War  Office. 


^'  Letter  from  John  Harris  to  Cbarles  Thompson. 

Bead  in  Congress^  July  14, 1778. 

Beferred  to  tbe  board  of  war,  who  are  directed  in  conjunction  with 
the  supreme  executive  council  of  Peosylvania^  to  take  the  most 
speedy  and  practical  measures  £or  repelling  (he  present  irr^iptton  of 
toe  Indians^  and  for  protecting  the  continental  magazine  at  Carlisle/' 

B-  PETERS.* 

(Copy.) 

Tbe  above  reference  was  not  communioated  to  tbe  Supreme  Execu- 
tive council  of  Pennsylvania  nntil  tbe  12tb  day  of  September,  1778. 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 


M0K6.   HOLKJBR    TO    Pb88.   BbSD,  1780. 

M'  Holker  Presents  hia  Bespectfnl  Compliments  to  the  President 
of  the  State,  &  Requests  aa  a  partioobr  fiiTor,  to  be  informed 
whether  his  Esoelleney  &  Council  have  been  pleased  to  adopt  anv 
measures  Respecting  the  Mastort*  for  the  Royal  Navy,  now  Gut  k 
Cutting  at  or  Near  the  bead  of  the  SdiuylktIL 

Philadelphia,  y  12«»  Sept',  1780. 

Dtreetedj 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Eaqpire,  PMddont  of  y*  State. 

*  See  Vol.  VL,  pp.  674,  68«^  &o. 
t  Bee  psges  ^0^  548. 
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John  Vankbmp  xo  Pbbs.  Rbkb,  1780. 

Lower  Smithfield,  IS***  April,  1780  * 
Honoured  S' : 

Af^r  my  List  ti>  yoQ,  I  fiave  the  Disagreeable  N^ws  to  inform 
70^ that  On  the  Eleventh  Instant  Emanuel  Qonsaile  Was  Surprised 
B^boT  Indians  at  his  House  $  took  Himself  &  a  Serving  man  Pris- 
oner.  Plundered  His  House  &  Went  off;  the  rest  of  His  Family 
then  Present  being  Women  &  Children,  Not  Molested.  A  party  of 
Neighboara  £me(£ately  Colleoted  &  marched  In  pursuit  of  them. 
Not  yet  retomed. 

I  am,  8%  In  Haste, 

Tour  Hum.  Serv% 

JOHN  VANKBMP. 
P.  S. — Said  Oonsaile  Lived  On  the  Banks  Bllawaro,  about  9 
miles  above  my  house. 
D{recte<l^ 

To  His  Ezellency  Joseph  Heed,  Presidant  of  the  Supreme  Ezeo- 
utive  Councill,  In  Philadelphia. 
"^  favour  of  M'  Isaao  Jduntujce. 


Godfrey  Lanctot  to  Prbs.  Rbkd,  1780* 

Sir, 

I  have  received  the  Letter  that  you  did  me  The  Honour  to  Write, 
by  M'  Deplantear.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  the  scarcity  of  Provisions 
with  you.  I  hope  that  my  wishes  may  be  accomplished,  that  at 
present  you  may  have  sufficient  to  carry  on  an  Expedition,  which 
will  be  the  only  method  to  stop  the  Nations,  if  they  have  not  Faith. 
I  loose  in tirely  their  Confidence.  I  have  already  lost  a  party  5  (here 
is  something  partioalar)  they  were  twelve  Days  coming  from  Cocho- 
quin,  and  the  Moravians  went  to  meet  M'  Depjai^teur  that  was  sick ; 
a  party  paid  by  the  English  have  stopt  m^,  and  I  dare  not  follow 
'  them;  a  great  Quantity  of  the  party  were  in  search  of  me,  and  would 
have  taken  me  to  Detroit.    I  hid  myself  till  the  party  had  seperated. ' 

I  understand  the  English  is  a  going  to  send  one  Hundred  men  to 
the  Shawnese,  to  build  a  Port;  they  also  bay,  that  a  party  of  a 
thousand  men  is  coming  to  attack  Fort  M4ntosh.  I  Imagine  they 
will  come  with  the  Savages.  .    * 

I  have  the  Honor  to  l^,  with  the  most  Respectful!  attedhment. 
Sir,  Your  most  Humble  and  Obedient  Serv*, 

GODFREY  LANCT*OT.*     ^ 

13**Sep',  1780. 

I  have  sent  sotfe  Belts  to  the  Shawnese  &  Mingoes,.&  they  wonM 
not  make  Peace. 

IndorsedfSe^i.  1S,17«0. 

*  See  page  184. 
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Pass.  Reed  to  Mb.  Holkbb,  1780. 

In  Council 

Pbilad*".  Sq^temtar  IStb,  1780. 
Sir, 

*  I  duly  kid  tbe  BepresenUiion  respecting  the  Masta*  with  the  oCer 
Faperp  aooompanying  it  before  the  Snprern^  Executive  GoaooiL  As 
we  are  quite  anacqnainted  with  the  aubject  of  the  Gireooutaneea 
of  the  Plaoe  &  Coantry  &  tbe  membera  of  tbe  Aaaemblj  for  the 
County  of  Berks  are  now  in  Town  we  deemed  itneceaeary  to  aecnre 
aocb  information  from  tbem  aa  their  Sitnatioa  wOnld  enable  them 
to  give  and  consult  with  them  upon  the  most  effectual  &  proper 
measures.  As  soon  as  we  have  bad  a  conference  with  them,  I  will 
do  myself  the  honor  of  communicating  the  Result. 
And  am  Sir,  with  due  consideration 
Your  Obed.  &  Very 

HhbL  Servt. 


Pres.  Reed  to  Board  of  War,  1780. 

Gentlemen, 

1  return  you  the  enclosed  Papers  from  Col.  Brodhead  with  the 
thanks  of  the  Council  for  the  Perusal  of  them. 

Since  I  had  the  Honour  of  writing  you  on  the  2nd  Augustf  we  have 
had  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Lyon  the  Commissioner  of  Purchases  of  Cum- 
berland who  gives  us  assurances  of  his  utmost  industry  to  send  a  sup- 
ply from  that  Quarter  to  Fort  Pitt.  By  the  arrangement  made  by  the 
(lommanderin  Chief  it  would  appear  that  there  was  a  Dependence  for 
Flesh  upon  some  other  Stateaa  the  following  b  the  supply  demanded 
for  Fort  Pitt. 

2,400  barrela  of  flour  7000  Gallons  of  Rum  one  hundred 
and  fifty  Tons  of  hay  and  seven  thousand  five  hundred  bushels  of 
Com. 

We  have  been  unfortunate  with  Respect  to  Westmoreland  in  which 
the  County  Fort  Pitt  now  lays  agreeable  to  the  new  Line.  The 
Commissioners  we  appointed  declin^  acting  but  gave  us  no  informa- 
tion thereof  till  lately  when  another  was  appointed  who  is  instructed 
and  we  hope  will  give  that  Post  all  the  Assistance  in  his  power. 

Finding  the  superintendance  of  those  Specific  Supplies  engrossed 
our  whole  Time  to  the  great  Prejudice  of  other  publiok  Business 
we  appointed  Col.  Jacob  Morgan  to  that  Office  who  will  on  all  occa- 
sions give  your  Hon.  Board  all  tbe  information  and  assistance  in 
his  Power.  We  feel  very  seudibly  and  much  regret  the  many  diffi- 
culties and  disappointments  which  occur  in  this  Business  and  which 
we  fear  will  multiply  if  hard  money  is  put  into  the  country  to  make 

«  See  page  550.  f  ^^  P*S«  ^^' 


MMNOTIVAKIA  AKOHIVES  1780.  658 

Parchases  on  any  pnblick  aoooant.  Saeh  is  the  thirai  and  Eager- 
neas  to  proeord  it,  that  ail  other  Porchaaea  seem  immediatelj  to 
atagnate. 

A  Committee  of  Aaaembly  have  this  Day  been  in  Gonferenoe 
with  the  Council  on  a  memorial  from  the  Officer  Prisoners  on 
Long  laland  repsreaetitiiig  vely  great  Indigence  Diatreaa  aad  Diffi- 
OttUiea.  The  Conference  was  adjourned  tUl  tomorrow  morning  in 
the  mean  time  I  moat  beg  the  Favor  of  your  Board  to  inform  me 
whether  there  is  any  i»obabtlity  of  a  speedy  Exchange  of  Prisonevs 
or  that  any  competent  Continental  Support  will  be  afforded  them 
in  a  abort  time. 

I  am  with  ranch  Bespect  and  Regard  Oent. 

Tonr  most  Obed.  and  Very  Hhbl.  Servt 

The  Hon.  the  Board  of  War. 

Lulormdl^thj 


Natt  Boaed  to  Prbs.  BbsD|  1780. 

Navy  board,  mid*  dist. 

Philadelphia,  SeptP  14%  1780. 
Sir, 

The  United  States  ship  Saratoga  requires  an  addition  to  the 
4}nantity  of  Iron  ballast  now  on  boud,  and  as  there  is  none  of  that 
tttiole  in  the  continental  naval  atore  we  are  constrained  to  apply 
for  a  retnm  of  the  quantity  immediately  wanting,  in  part  of  twenty 
tons  lent  by  this  board,  at  the  reqneat  of  the  Gonncil,  to  the  ahtp 
general  Oreen  whilst  in  the  service  of  the  state.  M'  fiienry  informa 
ns  you  have  a  quanty  of  pig  Iron  on  bdard  the  gallics,  and  as  this 
will  answer  the  purpose  we  want  it  for  much  better  than  broken 
cannon,  for  reasons  suggested  yesterday,  we  reauest  your  Bzeelleney 
and  Council  will  &vor  us  with  an  order  for  eight  tons. 
We  are  your 

very  humble  servants, 

JOHN  WHARTON, 
JAMBS  BBAD, 
WILLIAM  WINDEB.* 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esq*,  president  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  ToL  XIL,  p.  4a2. 
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BoABD  OF  Wae  fo  Prbs.  Bbsi^  1780. 

^  War  (Mke,  SeplF  14^  1780. 

Sir, 

Ttie  Boaid  hate  l>een  honomred  witk  ycnir  Szeellettoy^s  Letter  of 
yeflteidaj.*  We  are  very  happy  to  hear  that  Mr.'  Lyon  is  using 
his  SadeaToors  to  send  a  Supply  to  the  distreee'd  darrisoii  at  Foii 
Pitt^  whioh,  from  eveiy  aoooant  we  receive  m«st  he  in  a  very 
"deplorable  ^toation.  We  are  ooaviaeed  of  the  loelinatio^e  of  the 
Honble.  Council  to  do  every  thing  in  their  Power  to  telieve  the 
Distress  of  the  IVoops.  We  regret  with  an  e^nal  Sensibility  every 
Embarrasement  thrown  in  the  Way  of  making  Provision  for  the 
Army,  but  have  no  direction  as  to  the  purchases  in  Specie  mention'd 
in  your  Excellency's  Letter.  By  an  account  we  have  lately  received 
from  the  Commander  in  Chief,  we  perceive  thafr  Piennsilvania  ia 
called  on  <<  for  166,835  Pounds  of  Boef,  5,000  Barrells  of  Flour, 
^  225  Hhds.  tif  Rum,  §,142  Basfaells  of  tibaia  ^  Moiilh,  30,0001b6. 
<<  of  Bacon,  2,500  Horses  &  250  Waggons  for  the  Campaisn.— The 
<'  Flour  &  Beef  to  be  tramydrted  &  Adfreced  where  the  Commissi 
^*  Gk>n^  shall  diraet;  tiu  Bacon  to  be  divided  into  three  equal  Par« 
'<  celb  Monthly  to  the  last  of  September,  to  be  transported  &  deK- 
^'  vectd  aa  aforesiid.-^Tfae  Oram  to  be  delivered  where  the  Q.  BL  Q. 
^<  shall  dixeof — ^In  a  former  Letter  we  reomved  from  your  Ezod*' 
Jeiieyt  it  appeared  that  the  Honbk.  Cou&dl  were  of  Opinion  tha* 
the  Quantities  of  Articles  called  for  from  Mie  State  of  Beomsilvania 
were  mere  than  oould  be  ftumished,  &  desiring  that,  as  the  additional 
Article  tf  Beef  was  called  for,  some  Dedactaoii  should  be  made  ia 
other  Articles.  The  Board  not  being  intrusted  by  Congress  witk 
tiie  matter  had  not  Authoriiy  to  make  the  Deduction,  &  therefore 
«oald  take  no  order  in  the  Business.  Your  fizoellency's  Letter  on 
this  Subject  has  aiiioe  been  referred  to  us  (being  sent  b^  us  to  Cons* 
gross)  to  make  a  Beport ;  but  not  being  furnished  with  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Committee  at  Camp  so  as  to  be  made  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  their  Views  &  general  Principles,  we  find  ourselves 
embarrassed  in  forming  any  decisive  Opinion.  But  as  Part  of  this 
Beef  and  Bacon  seoms  to  have  been  designed  for  Fort  Pitt,  from  the 
Nature  of  the  Case,  we  submit  to  your  Excellency  &  the  Honble. 
Council  whether,  let  the  final  Adjustment  be  what  it  may,  it  would 
not  be  best  under  the  present  Circumstances  to  order  a  Quantity  of 
3eef  &  Baeon  to  Fort  Pitt  to  reliexe  thfc  immediate  Distreas  <tf  the 
Garrison. 

We  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  Copy  of  the  Resolve  of  Congress 
with  respect  to  the  Supply  of  the  Prisoners.  In  Consequence  of  this 
Act  we  understand  Bills  have  been  for  some  time  past  put  into 
the  Hands  of  the  Loan  Officer  in  this  State  to  be  disposed  of  for 

*  See  page  562.  f  See  pp.  432,  498. 
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Speeie;  but  na  Motiey  baa  yet  been  pr6d\Med  ftrom  tbeae  Btlh,  i 
-tberefofe  the  Board  bare  it  not  in  tbeir  Power  to  give  tbe  least 
Relief  to  tbe  PriBonera  wboee  Snffn-iiigs  &  Neoeedties  am  verj 
great.  Had  we  been  eqabled  so  to  do,  oor  Intention  was  to  pay  np 
tbe  Boarding  of  tbe  bffioers  at  two  Dollars  Specie  ^  Week,  &  to 
fttmiflb  every  Ofieer  witb  20  Guineas — &  if  we  received  only  so 
mvcb  Money  as  to  comply  witb  tbis  Plan  partially  our  adtraaces 
wonld  be  probably  in  proportion  to  tbe  above  Idea.  We  bave  no 
official  Notice  of  any  Ezobange  or  any  Probability  of  its  being 
agreed  on.  We  have  heard  from  eome  Officers  who  came  out  on 
Parole  that  a  Meeting  was  talked  of  between  Generals  Lincoln  & 
Philips  on  the  Subject;  but  when  that  is  to  happen,  or  whether  an 
Exchange  will  prorkMtblj  be  produced  we  cannot  even  form  a  Gon- 
jecture. 

We  have  tbe  Honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respect  &  Esteem 
Your  very  obed*  Servaots, 

RICHARD  PETE^. 

By  Order. 
Direetedf 
His  Excellency  President  Reed. 

In  Congress,  Angast  27, 1780. 
Resolved, 

That  the  Board  of  Treasury  be  and  are  hereby  empowered  to 
direct  Th6ma8  Smith,  Commissioner  of  tbe  Continental  loan  Office 
for  tbe  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  sell,  tinder  their  direction,  for 
Specie,  the  Bills  ordered  to  be  drawn  on  the  Honble.  J.  Jay,  which 
ifete  reserved  for  the  Prisoners  of  War  of  the  United  States, 
amounting  to  SeveDty-one  thonsand  three  hundred  and  fifty  dolfani 
Specie.  That  one  half  of  the  Specie  aforesaid  be  applied  under,  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  War  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the 
Prisoners  of  War  in  tbe  States  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

That  tbe  other  half  of  the  Specie  i^oresaid  be  forward^  under 
the  direction  of  the  Board  of  War  to  tbe  Commissary  of  Prisoners 
in  tbe  middle  department  for  the  Supply  of  the  Pr]3onerB  at  New 
Toric. 

That  the  Board  of  Treastity  be  and  hereby  are  empowered  to 
prepare  Bills  of  Exchange  to  be  drawn  on  the  Honble.  Benjamin 
Franklin,  Miuister  Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of  Versailles,  at 
ninety  days  Sight  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  Specie,  the  amount  of  the  Estimate  from  the  Board  of  War ; 
.go  mnoh  therecf  as  #iU  com  pleat  tbe  Estimate  of  the  Board  of  Wat 
to  be  sold  for  Specie  and  forwarded  to  the  Commissaries  of  Prison- 
er in  the  middle  and  Southern  Departments  under  the  same  regu- 
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ktkms  «ad  for  Uu  mae  purposes  m  .abresAid,  Mid  the  residoe^ 
the  150,000  dollars  to  replace  the  71>340  dollars  reserved  ae  afore- 
said for  the  speoial  direction  of  Congress, 

Extract  from  the  minnteSy 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'j. 
Gopjr. 


BBS0I.1Z7I0NS  OF   CONGBBSS,  1780. 

la  Congress^  Sepf  W\  1780. 

OoDgresff  took  into  eonsidenition  the  report  of  the  Com**  on  the 
Letter  of  the  20^  Ang*  and  subsequent  letters  from  Gen^  Washing- 
ton, Wheienpon 

Besolyed, 

That  for  the  supply  of  the  army  the  States  of  New  Hampshire, 

Massisefausetts  Bay  and  Connecticut  be  called  upon  to  furnish  weekly 

one  thousand  head  of  Cattle  in  the  following  proportion  to  wit : 

New  Hampshire,  76 

Massachusetts  Bay,      885 

Connecticut,  639 

1000 

Osdered,  That  copies  of  the  above  resolution  be  forwarded  by 
•express  to  the  said  States  respectively,  and  that  the  Prf»ident  in 
.his  letter  urge  the  neoesaity  of  an  immediate  &  full  compliance 
therewith,  &  the  &tal  consequences  which  must  fall  vpon  the  army 
in  case  of  failure  in  either. 
Hesolved, 

That  the  States  of  New  Jersey,  Pensylvania  &  Delaware  be 
requested,  with  all  possible  dispateh,  to  furnish  for  an  immediate 
supply  to  the  army  the  following  number  of  Cattle,  via. : 

New  Jersey,  275 

Pensylvania,  1251 

Delaware,  530 

2056 

That  for  defraying  the  expence  of  forwarding  the  said  cattle  to 
the  army  from  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay 
and  Connecticut,  (for  a  weekly  supply,)  warrants  be  drawn 
monthly  upon  the  loan  offices  of  the  said  States  in  fiivor  of  the 
Commissary  general,  until  the  further  order  of  Congress,  in  money 
of  the  new  emissions,  viz. :   ' 

On  the  loan  officer  of  the  SUte  of  New  Hampshire  for  1,4 18f  dol^• 

Massaehasettt  Bay,  7,186f  do. 
Onineoticut,  5,090}  do. 
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And  for  detnyiug  the  ezpenoe  of  forwarding  for  an  immediate 
inipplj  the  cattle  from  New  Jersey,  Pendjlvania  &  Delaware,  that 
warrants  be  drawn  upon  the  loan  offices  of  the  said  States  in  favour 
of  the  Commissary  general  for  the  following  sums  in  money  of  the 
new  emission,  viz. : 

On  the  loan  Officer  of  the  said  State  of  New  Jersey  for  550  dollars. ' 

Pehsylvania,      2919 
Delaware,  1236 

And  that  the  Commissary  genl.  be  authorised  in  case  any  of  the 
said  States  have  not  received  their  money  of  the  new  emission  to ' 
apply  to  the  executive  of  the  said  States  who  are  requested  to 
advance  him  upon  the  said  warrants  an  equivalent  in  other  money. 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y  * 

Henry  Wynkooj^  to  Prbs.  Rbed,  1780, 

Northampton  Buck  County  15ih  Sepi**  17S0. 
Sir, 

Capt.  McCnlla  Commissary  of  purchases  for  this  County  oom- 
rouDioated  to  the  justices,  at  the  late  Quarter  sessionSji  Your  Letter 
to  him  relating  to  the  supplies  of  wheat  and  flour  from  this  County 
and  expressing  your  Excellency's  expectation  of  sisistanee  from  the| 
justices  in  procuring  them,  Mr.  MoCall  also  requested  the  justices ' 
to  quota  the  quantity  upon  the  respective  Townships,  I  am  directed 
to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  the  Credit  of  our  State  money  & 
of  Certiffieates  is  become  so  bad  that  no  one  will  willingly  part  with 
bis  property,  for  either,  so  that  it  is  become  absolutely  necessary  if 
those  articles  must  be  had  from  this  County,  to  use  compulsive  means 
to  obtain  them ;  those  the  justices  would  gladly-  avoid  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, as  the  Assembly  .b  now  sitting,  who,  tliey  doubt  not,  will  use 
their  utmost  efforta  towards  restoring  public  credit.  The  justices 
have  waived  for  the  present,  their  assistance  to  M'  M'Calla,  in  hopes 
that  something  may  be  done  by  the  Legislature  more  effi^ctual  towards 
answering  those  puUiek  Exigencys,  than  any  thing  in  the  power  of 
the  Justices. 

Should  your  Excellency  conceive  the  public  Necessitys  tabe  sueh- 
as  can  not  possibly  admit  of  any  delay  in  thia  County,  Tour  Excel- 
lency will  be  pleased  to  communicate  the  same  by  Letter  to  me,  by 
my  Couzin,  whom  I  have  requested  to  wait  upon  your  Excellency 
with  ihiaJ 

I  am  your  Excellency's 

tery  Humble  Serv', 

HENRY  WYNKOOP.f 

His  Exeelleiiey  Joseph  Beed  Esq.  &0.  in  P&ikdelphia. 

,     '  *  See  Col,  Rec,  tol.  XIT.,  p.  484. 

t  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  Xll.i  p.  490. 
24* 
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Col.  Fred.  Watts  to  Pees.  Rbed,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  and  Council  the  state 
of  the  f ronl^en  of  Northamberland,  and  Gumberiand  Couati^ 
When  you  pleased  to  order  thsee  Classes,  from  the  three  Batt"*  on 
the  North  Side  of  the  Mountain  in  Cumberland  County,  to  the 
Frontiers,  we  saw  the  Necessity  of  your  JSxoelleoeiea  Or4erf  t^  be 
put  in  Immediate  ExeoutioUi  our  Brethren  being  a  mticdering  and  a 
Carrying  into  Captiyity  by  the  Savages,  but  to  our  mortiSoatioa 
when  the  men  were  ready  to  march,  there  was.  no  Ammunition^ 
upon  which  I  went  to  Carlisle  and  spplied  to  the  Continental  Stores, 
but  eonld  get  none  firom  thein  without  an  Order  from  the  Board  of 
War,  at  the  Same  time  leting  me  know  that  there  was  not  a  bit  of 
Lead  in  their  possession,  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  North- 
amberland  County  being  about  to  Evacuate  their  County  if  Immedi- 
ate  relief  was  not  sent  them,  I  purchased  at  pri?4te  Sale  from  Stores 
a  Small  quantity  of  Lead,  only  sufficient  to  serve  the  marching 

Krty  of  one  Batt*  there  being  no  more  to  be  had ;  .the  Other  Two 
tt"*  were  countermanded,  and  I  fear  the  consequence  will  be 
dreadfiU,  as  the  marching  party  has  such  an  extent  of  frontier  to 
GwMrdi  I  ezp^ted  that  Col.  Smith  Lieut  of  Cnmbd.  County  would 
have  been  here  before  now,  to  apply  upon  this  Extraordinary  ooeatiosi 
Something  Surely  must  have  happened  him  or  he  would. 

Therefore  X  hops  your  Exoellency  and  Coonoil  will  take  the  premi- 
■es  into  your  oionsidera^A  and  direct  som«  method  whereby  those 
distressed  Inhabitants  may  hafo  thc^  m^na.of  defence  put  in  their 
hand* 

--  I  am  Sir, 

with  the  uimost  respeel, 
and  Esteem  your  Excellencies, 

most  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

FBEDK.  WATTS, 
S.  Lieu*  Cumbd.  County  Philada.  Septr.  16th,  1780. 

.  Ilis.ExecUeBcy  Joseph  Beed  Ssquire  President  of  OouneiL 


Col.  Dan.  Beodhead  to  Pkbs.  Reed,  1780. 

Fori  Pitt,  Sept.  16th  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

Since  my  last  the  whole  of  thisOarrison  drew  out  to  my  quartetv,. 
the  Soldiers  Were  led  by  Sergeants,  upon  being  4sked  theeausA  of 
such  an  assembly,  the  Sergeants 'answered,  that  they  came  to  rep- 
resent to  mo  that  they  had  beep  fivQ  Days  without  Bread,  They 
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behaved  well,  and  apon  being  told  tbat  their  ofioen  were  eoual 
anfferera,  und  thi^t  everj  pefleibte  axertioD  waamakmg  to  aofplj  their 
wants,  tbej  immediatelj  returned  to  their  qaarters.  We  hare  ainoe 
obtained  eoope  Br^  &  l^ee^  but  it  ia  with  mneh  difficulty  wa  ean 
procure  daily  sopplies. 

I  should  be  gla^  to  know  if  any  person  is  appointed  ^  sopply  na 
with  Beefy  Liquor,  &  Salt^  and  who  it  is,  that  is  to  be  appHed  to. 

Intelligence  is  just  received  of  Seven  persons  being  killed,  & 
taken  on  ten  mile  Greek,  by  the  Savages,  but  under  otur  present 
circumstances,  I  have  not  provisions  to  furnish  a  party  for  pursuit. 

I  have  inclosed  Mr.  Coopers  recruiting  ace.  and  beg  you  will  bo 
pleased  to  order  foreward  the  money  due  on  that,  &  late  Cap. 
Swearingen's.  Mr.  Boreman  will  be  the  bearer  of  this  Letter  and  he 
is  a  proper  person  to  receive  it. 

If  a  little  hard  money  could  be  sent  to  this  side  Hills  for  the 
recruiting  service,  I  flatter  myself  that  a  number  of  good  men  might 
be  raised  for  my  Regt.  But  paper  money  is  too  plenty  amonest  the 
lower  class  of  people,  to  allure  them.  If  this  cannot  be  done,  I 
trust  my  Regt.  will  have  an  equal  number  of  those  recruited  below, 
which  might  be  sent  up,  under  Captn  Jno.  Finley  of  my  Regt,  and 
serve  to  guard  up  the  Stores. 

I  have  often  applyed  to  the  Honble.  Board  of  War  for  some 
paint  but|  have  received  none,  it  is  essentially  necessary  for  my 
parties,  and  I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  your  Excellency  will  bo 
pleased  to  order  some — to  be  forwarded. 

If  the  Friendship  of  the  Delaware  Indians  is  thought  to  be  valua- 
ble, it  is  time  that  goods  should  be  forwarded  to  elotbe  them^  before 
winter,  otherwise  they  will  be  compelled  to  go  where  they  can  b^ 
supplied. 

With  the  Sinoerest  respect 

&  esteem  I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

year  BxceUencyes  most  obed*  Sery** 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 
His  Ekeelly.  Jos.  Reed  Eftf  « 

Sepr.  17th. 

P.  S.  I  have  this  moment  received  a  letter  from  Major  Lanctot^ 
It  is  written  in  French  and  I  have  inclosed  a  Copy  of  the  translation,^ 
now  had  I  but  Men  &  provisions,  I  might  do  something  to  gain  a 
Laurel,  butin  my  present  circumstances,  it  is  probable  1  may  loose 
my  Reputation;  for  what  shall  not  be  a  fault  in  me. 

D.  B.* 
•  See  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XU.,  p.  498. 
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Phbi^.  op  Cokgrsss  to  Prb8.  Bkbd,  1780. 

Philadelpfaia^  Septonber  16^  1790. 

Tour  Excellency  will  Teceive  herewith  enelosed  an  Act  of  Coa- 
gress  of  Ihe  15.  lostaDt,  reqaeatiDg  the  States  of  New  Hampshire^ 
Massachusetts  &  Connecticut  to  furnish  for  the  Annj  one  thousand 
Head  of  Cattle  weekly,  which  will  supply  the  Army  from  the  time 
they  be^n  to  arrive,  through  the  Campaign. 

But  in  the  mean  Time  to  supply  the  immediate  wants  of  the. 
Army,  Congress  find  themselves  compelled  to  request  the  S.tate  o£ 
Pennsylvania  to  furnish  with  all  possible  Despatch  twelve  hundred 
&  fifty  one  Beeves.  . 

Should  the  several  States  fully  comply  with  these  requisitions^ 
the  Army  will  be  well  supplied  with  Meat,  but  should  they  fail  the 
most  fatal  Consequences  may  ensue. 

The  Cominiander  in  Chief  hath  been  exceedingly  distressed  at  the 
Prospect  before  him  respecting  the  Supplies  of  Meat,  &  Congress 
have  determined  to  do  every  thing  in  their  Power  to  give  the  need- 
ful relifft  .... 

I  am  sensible  your  Excellency  is  too  w^U  acquainted  with  the  Sis- 
tresses  &  dangerous   Consequences   that   must  attend  a  starving 
Army,  to  require  any  Motives  in  my  Power  to  express,  for  calling 
forth  every  necessary  Exertion  to  prevent  a  scene  so  calamitous. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  respect 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  Servant| 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President.* 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  Pensylvania. 


Col.  Sam.  Rea  to  Prks.  Rked,  1780. 

Northampton  County,  Sep>^  17tb,  1780/^ 
Oentlemeii, 

We  cannot  but  with  concern  inform  you  of  the  Situation  of  the 
Frontier  of  this  County.  Having  badf  Sundry  ala^s  &  small 
parties  of  the  Enemy  having  made  incursions  into  the  remote 
parts  of  it  who  plundered  &  burnt  several  Houses  we'  tbought  it 
our  Indispensible  Duty  to  send  out  a  party  of  men  as  a 'Scouts 
which  consisted  of  fofty  one  men  part  Militia  &  part  of  the  Volun-' 
teers  ttnddlr  the  Command  of  L.  Moyer  the  second  L.  of  the  Volunteers 
of  this  County  to  make  such  Discoveries  as  they  could,  and 
examine  into  the  Reasofis  why  a  Number  of  Families  on  the  Ene- 
mies Boarders  remain  on  their  Farms  without  Molestation  or  appre- 
hension and  give  us  information   of  the  same,  who  accordingly 

*  See  page  656,  &Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  484. 
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mmMA  from  Chniavdeaihiittei  (a  mball  old  Monnaa  Town  Ktii* 
ated  behind  the  blae  Mountaine  on  the  west  Branch  of  Belawitre) 
on  the  Eighth  Inst,  and  were  atta«lced  on  the  EloTentb  at  the  Nu8qn&- 
peok  bj  a  partj  of  whitemen  &  Indians  who  had  the  adyantage  of  ik% 
nrst  fire  on  our  men  whiefa  obliged  them  to  retreat.  The  Enemies 
lois  we  oannot  ascertain  but  the  woonded  &  missing  of  onrs,  amoont 
to  twenijthree,  four  of  the  former  and  Nineteen  of  the  latter.  On 
the  fifteenth  a  Number  of  Militia  &  Yolanteers  to  the  amount  of  one- 
hnndred  or  upwards  marched  with  &  Design  of  burying  the  Dead 
&  making  such  observations  as  might  lead  to  a  Discovery  of  the 
Enemies  Number  or  Design.  We  have  called  on  Our  Delinquents 
&  find  them  far  inferior  to  the  Number  necessary  for  the  Defence 
of  so  extensive  a  Frontier,  We  therefore  request  that  your  honour-* 
ble  Board  would  be  pleased  immediately  to  issue  your- order  for  call- 
ing one  class  of  the  Miiilia  throughout  the  County  to  be  staUoned 
fbr  two  Months  as  a  Ouard  on  the  Frontier  &  as  we  are  nearly  Desti- 
tute of  ammunition  pray  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  furnish  us  with 
a  sufficient  Quantity  for  that  Purpose  frt^least  four  or  five  hundred 
weight  of  Powder  and  Lead  in  Proportion  for  which  we  will  be  ao- 
countable.  The  first  Qoantitj  sent  up  was  distributed  among  the 
Frontier  inhabitants  &  the  last  given  to  the  seven  Months  men. 
We  know  not  what  immediate  Demand  there  may  be  for  ammuni- 
tion k  would  be  grieved  should  a  nsquest  therefor  be  made  with 
which  we  could  not  comply.* 

We  are  Gentlemen  yours,  &c. 

SAMUEL  REA,  ) 

,  PETER  BUNKHALTER,     V         Lieu*-. 
JOHN  HAYS.  3 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Bead    Fre^K  and  the  honourable 
Council. 


GbH.   jAJfBS  PoTTJiB  TO   PftfiS*   BlED,   1780. 

Sonbury,  Sept'  18th,  1780. 

On  the  tenth  instapt  befor  I  arived  at  my  Hous  I  received  Inform 
mation  of  an  actact  been  mfiid  by  the  savages  and  British  suposed 
to  be  about  300  ia  number  on  fort  Rioe,  and  that  all  the  soldiers  and 
others  that  cQuld  be  collected  were  to  assemble  the  nizt  day,  at  this 
place  and  March  in  Qi^ost  of  tbf  f nemy  I  set  off  that  night  for  this 
place  on  my  coming  here  I  founds  by  the  spejs  that  had  been  scn^ 
out  that  the  enemy  were  not  so  numberus  as  at  first  was  apprehended 
they  then  Reported  them  to  be  about  one  Hundred.  I  Discharged 
the  Yolliatiers  that  came  from  Cumberland  and  as  soon  as  we  could 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  485. 
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gal  profMimur  #hi<ii  was  tfia  nist  1 

ccNMiitioi;  of  170  OMD  op  the  veal  breneh  tofort  SvaHa  I  them  ' 
te  CoL  Kelley  who  Uy  at  the  mcmih  of  Whildeer  Creek  witk  M 
nea  oar  aaeoonta  of  tbe  eneaiya  rosl  aeeoMd  nnaeiiain  aft  t^mt  tiae 
we  eoaeloded  to  Jotb  tka  nxt  noming  and  fto  prooaed  aloaig  tke 
Moneey  Hill  towarda  Hualingtown  (kl.  Kelkj  had  aeoft  o«ft  thila 
apeys  the  daj  before  ap  the  weat  Breach  who  were  oot  Beftarsed  dot 
did  they  retant  that  night  In  the  morning  CoL  Kellej  and  aome  of 
Ua  offioera  waited  on  me  and  Informed  na  that  the  apeya  were  nofc 
retomed  and  they  were  eonTineed  that  they  were  either  killed  or  taken 
priaooera  it  waa  thoneht  moat  adviaable  to  pmaeed  on  npthe  Brandi 
leaat  the  enemy  shoold  take  about  and  fUl  on  the  Inhabiiaiiee  of  Butler 
Valley  who  waa  allmoat  withont  men  aa  every  man  who  waa  well  able 
to  bare  anna  had  turned  out  ToUintien  with  the  party  I  then  ordered 
Od.  Kelley  to  mareh  up  that  aide  of  the  Branch  nia  men  were  on  and 
I  wold  go  up  the  ether  aide  when  we  got  up  to  Moncey  hill  Kelley 
apeya  Betumed  and  aaaured  ua  that  the  enemy  had  not  gon  up  tlm 
brcnoh  I  then  aent  ordera  to  Col.  Kelley  to  Joyn  me  which  he  did 
Immediately  we  then  changed  our  rout  and  aett  off  for  Huntingtown 
and  that  night  being  the  18th  after  night  an  expreaa  was  aent  after 
ua  letinr  ua  know  that  the  enemy  were  in  the  Neighborhood  of  Middle 
Ci?ek  the  nixt  morning  I  aent  Odoneb  Kelley  and  Purdey  Baek  with 
150  men  the  VoUintara  of  Butler  and  Militia  under  Col.  Purdey  and 
I  proaeeded  on  with  the  Remainder  110  VoUioteera  and  othera  and 
that  day  came  to  the  whero  tbe  enemy  had  lodged  on  there  way 
coming  down  and  returaiog  the  next  day  we  followed  them  in  hopes 
that  they  wold  halt  there  we  were  tbe  rather  inclined  to  beleve  as  the 
enemy  had  killed  but  one  man  and  taken  one  prisoner  when  they 
attiicted  fort  Rice  we  followed  there  tracts  Nearly  opesit  to  Wyoman 
and  found  they  were  so  far  gon  that  it  was  in  Vain  for  us  to  go  any 
furder  after  them  we  Return  without  seeing  one  of  the  enemy. 

It  is  a  folley  to  trouble  Councill  with  an  account  of  our  dismcll 
situation  on  the  frunteera  we  are-eensable  of  it  I  would  just  inform 
them  that  we  have  not  got  that  Relefe  from  Cumberland  that  I  ex- 
pected I  waa  maid  to  Beleva  that  200  of  the  Cumberland  County 
Militia  would  come  to  this  county  when  in  Reality  there  is  but  two 
Gompaneyacoasiating  of  about  aeventy  both,  Council  may  Remember 
they  were  sendiug  two  compsDeys  to  this  pleace  untill  I  prevented  it 
bv  tilling  them  that  I  was  informed  that  200  of  the  Cumberland 
Militia  were  gon,  as  the  Number  of  MiHda  is  so  very  small  and  the 
enemy  seems  to  com  against  us  in  force  I  would  Request  it  as  a  fivour 
of  Couocill  that  they  would  order  one  Class  of  the  York  County 
Militia  Imedatly  to  this  pleaoc  and  the  other  two  Classes  agreeable 
to  tbe  Resolve  they  maid  when  I  was  last  wHh  them  this  I  think 
may  be  also  complyd  with  by  the  York  County  Militia  as  they  will 
bo  dun  sowing  there  fall  Crops,  the  enemy  Burnt  and  destroyed 
every  thing  in  there  power  and  on  there  way  going  the  sent  a  party 
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ftnd  Burnt  the  fort  and  Bnildings  at  fort  Jinkines  which  had  been 
Avakated  yi  few  dajs  beforo  on  the  enemjs  appeerioff  at  fort  £w. 
I  am  with  Respect  your  ExceileDCj 

Most  obedient  Humble  servant 

JAS.  POTTER. 
P.S.  Since  I  wrote  the  above  I  am  informed  by  Oap'  Robeson  that* 
a  large  bodey  of  the  Ebemy  crossed  the  Moncey  Hill  near  one  Evesea 
and  went  up  the  Moncey  Creek  so  that  it  is  leekly  that  the  Number 
that  was  down  amounted  to  near  800  men  there  Baggage  was  seea 
by  a  few  men  that  was  out  from  fort  Rice  before  tbev  attacked  it 
which  discovery  prevented  the  fort  from  beine  surprised  they  oarred, 
of  a  larg  number  of  Cattle  and  Horses  with  them. 

J.  POTTER.*^ 
Pireciedy 

Public  Service. 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Honhle 
executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 
^  favour  of  R.  Martin  Esq*. 


HoH.  John  Adahs  Ta  Peks.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Puplicate. 

Amaterdam,  Sept' 20th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Your  Ezeelleaeys  Letter  in  Council  of  the  tenth  of  July.f  I  had 
the  Honour  to  receive  three  days  ago. 

The  honourable  Gentloman  who  brought  this  Letter  is  now  at 
Paria.  If  I  should  have  the  happineos  to  meet  him  either  there  ot 
at  Amsterdam,  he  may  depend  upon  every  Civility  and  assiatanee  in 
qiy:  Power,  both  from  a  Re^d  to  his  own  Character  and  to  the 
SeiXMnmeiidiitioa  of  your  Excellency  and  the  Supreme  Executiva 
CIouBcil. 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Exoellenoy  and  the  Council  of  my 
greatest  Respect,  and  that  if  at  any  time,  it  should  be  in  my  Powec 
^.ai^iat  their  Designs,  or  their  agimti  or  Friends  in  Europe^  oonsis* 
tent  with  the  Duties  of  the  Place  lam  in,* I  shall  esteem  it  a  pleasure 
mnA  an  honoor  to  do  it. 
I  have  tha  HQUor  to  be^  with  the  greatest  Respeet, 
Sir,  your  most  obedient 

And  moat  humble*  servant. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
Dtrec^d, 

His  Exoelleaoy  Joseph  Reed  Esq'  President  of  Pensylvania. 
Jkdors0if, 

From  honble  John  Adams,  Esq. 

*  See  M.  B«c.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  490,  491, 
t  Seepage  899. 
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Lt.  Col.  Stsphbn  Ballibt  to  Fbbb.  Beed,  1780. 

Northampton  County,  Sept'  20th,  1780. 
Sir, 

1  take  the  earliest  oppertnnity  to  acquaint  year  Exoelencj  of  the 
Distrissed  and  Dangerous  Situation  of  our  fronteer  Inhabitants,  and 
the  Misfortune  Happened  to  our  Volunteers  stationed  at  the  Qnaden 
Hutu. 

Thej  having  Rec'  Intelligence  that  a  Number  of  Disaflfected  Persona 
lived  near  the  Susquehannah  at  a  pkoe  called  the  Scotch  vallej,  who 
hare  been  suspected  to  hold  up  a  correspondence  with  the  Indians, 
and  the  Tories  in  the  country.  They  sat  out  on  the  8^  Ins'  lor 
that  Place  to  see  whether  they  might  be  able  to  find  out  anything  of 
that  nature,  but  were  attacked  on  the  lOtk  at  noon  about  8  milea 
from  that  settlement  by  a  large  Body  of  Indiana  &ToryB(as  one  had 
Rid  hair,)  Supposed  by  some  forty  &  by  others  twiee  that  number 
they  totaly  Dispersed  our  People,  Twenty  two  out  of  forty  one  have 
since  come  in  several  of  whom  are  wounded. 

It  is  also  Reported  that  Lieu^  Jn*  Moyer  had  been  made  Prisoner 
&  made  his  escape  from  them  again  &  Returned  at  Wyoming. 

On  the  first  notice  of  this  unfortuned  event  the  officers  of  the 
militia  .have  Exerted  tfaemselfs  to  get  Volunteers  out  of  their  Res- 
pective Divissions  to  go  up  &  Buirry  the  Dead,  their  Labour  Proved 
not  in  Vain  we  collected  about  150  men  offioers  Ineluded  from  the 
Colonels  Kern,  Oigcr  &  my  own  Batallions^  who  would  undergo  the' 
fioigue  &  Danger  to  go  their  ft  pay  that  Respect  to  their  slautered 
Brethren,  Due  to  men  who  fell  in  support  of  the  freedom  of  their 
Country. 

On  the  15th  wit  took  up  our  Hnd  of  march  (want  of  amunation 
Prevented  us  from  going  Sooner)  on  the  I7th  we  arrived  at  the  place 
of  action,  where  we  found  Ten  of  our  Soldiers  Dead,  Scalped,  Striped 
Naked,  &  in  a  most  omel  &  Barborous  manner  Tomehawked,  their 
throads  Cut,  &o.  &a  whom  we  Buiried  &  Returned  without  even 
seeing  any  of  these  Black  tdies,  &  Bloody  ezeeutora  of  BritiiAi 
Tinny. 

I  can't  Conclute  without  observing  that  the  Colo's  Kern  of  the  8' 
Battalion  &  Oiger  of  the  6th  who  is  upwards  of  sixty  years  of  age. 
Together  with  all  the  other  officers  and  men  have  encountered  these 
High  ft  many -Hills  ft  mountains  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  ft 
Dioipline  Imaginably,  and  their  Countenances  appeared  to  be  Eager 
to  engage  with  these  Tiranical  enemy's  who  are  employed  by  tb^ 
British  Court  and  a^uipi  at  their  tiixpenoe,  as  appeared  by  a  new 
fnsse  and  several  Gun  Barrels  fto.  Bent  &  broke  in  pieces  with  the 
British  Stamp  thereon,  found  by  our  men. 

We  also  have  great  Reason  to  bdevo  that  several  of  the  Indians 
have  been  killed  by  our  men,  in  Particular  one  by  Col.  Kern  ft  an 
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^her  bj  Ctpt.  Moy«r  botb  of  wboaM  went  Yolunleen  with'  this 
Parlie.  W«  Vewed  where  thej  nid  they  fired  at  them  and  loaod 
the  grass  t  weeds  BimarkaUy  beat  down;  though  they  had  eanriid 
Ihem  of. 

So  I  oonelude.with  Bdmaining  yonr  Ezcellenoy's 
most  Humble  servent, 

STEPHEN  BALUET. 
L^  Col-  !•*  B.  N.  C.  M. 
Dirededf 
To  Exoellenoy  Joseph  Beed,  Esq'  fte.  Philadelphia. 


Sir, 


GoL.  Ephraim  Blaxnb  to  Pbbs.  BuPi  1780. 

Phikd%  21«'  SeptMnber,  1780. 


.  His  Ezoellency  General  Washington  has  order'd  me  to  lay  up 
seyen  thousand*  Barrels  of  Salt  Provisions  in  this  City,  Easton  & 
Pitta  Town,  and  One  thousand  Barrels  at  Carlisle — exclusive  of  the 
above  small  paroels  ought  to  be  salted  up  where  Posts  are  Estab- 
liah'd  to  seenre  the  Troops  against  want  next  Winter  &  Spring — te 
answer  the  above  purpose  ten  thousand  Bushels  of  Salt  is  necessary 
and  will  be  immediately  wanting,  have  therefore  to  request  your 
.Excellency  k  Council  to  adopt  some  plan  for  procuring  that  quan- 
.tity  and  give  directions  to  your  Agents  to  deliver  the  same  to  my 
Order. 

I  should  wish  to  have  an  Opportunity  of  speaking  with  the  Coon- 
4nl  and  giving  them  my  Oppinion  respecting  small  Magaaines  of  Salt 
Provisions. 

I  am  very  respectfully  Sir, 

Your  most  Ob'  & 

Most  Hbie  Servt, 

EPH.  BLAINE,  C.  Q.  P. 
JDirectedy 

His  Excellency  J[oseph  Beed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


GoL.  Dakibl  BaoBHBAB  TO  Gap.  Samubii  Bbabt,  1780. 

Head  Q'*,  Fort  Pitt^  Sep.  21««,  1780. 
Sir, 

As  Money  is  not  yet  sent  to  this  Department  to  pay  for  the 
Provisions  necessary  to  subsist  the  Troops/ft  they  have  already 
suffered ;  And  as  our  endeavours  to  obtain  a  temporary  supply  from 
the  Inhabitants  upon  the  credit  of  the  United  States  have  not  proved 
effectual,  I  am  Instructed  by  the  houble  Board  of  War,  prudently 
to. avail  myself  of  a  Ucenee  given  by  the  honble  Executive  Council 
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of  the  9Mb  or  Pen*  ia  Ihe  wovisfbHovfa^  ^vk.,  in  tk»  hmd  titM 
v»  Ml  hftTs  BO  •feJMtMm  to  tlie  wbg  neMM^iy  GoBpobioD  Tttth«r 
JthM  llie  Troops  sbovld  loffBr,  I  ancoral j  InMot  tlie  aoc—itjoC 
WDg  this  mode  of  sappljing  the  Troops  wider  my  oonmiftiidy  &  vim 
it  eould  be  sroided,  b^  I  hope  the  virtttons  IshebiUiits  wiU  jvdJM 
ijghtlj  of  the  mcMnre  k  eheeiMlj  sohmit  to  a  tenporaiy  Compol- 
sioo  ix  to  gun  an  everlasting  Right  to  dispose  of  their  property  no* 
only  hj  thdr  own  oonseat  in  the  L^psktue  bnt  by  IndinatioQ  wm 
IndiTidoals. 

And  I  denre  yo«  will  aasnre  them  Aal  I  hate  jnat  mmtm  to 
ezpeet  they  will  be  genooosly  &  speedily  paid  the  fiill  Talae  of  Buch 
artides  of  Prorisions  as  may  be  taken  for  snpplying  the  Troops. 

An  Aak  Pnrehanng  GommiBsaiy  m  to  at*end  yon  A  profioiis  to 
your  making  ose  of  Gompnlsory  means  yon  are  to  mako  the  In- 
hahitanta  noqnainted  with  your  Instmctions,  after  whiefa  if  they  «re 
of  ability  to  spare  Cattle  or  sheep  to  the  GommisBary  npoo  paUie 
€bedit  agreeaUe  to  the  terms  mentioDed  in  his  lastreetiona  A  ^nll 
fefinse  so  to  do,  then,  k  not  otherwise  yoa  will  proeeed  to  take  froA 
inch  of  them  refbsing  as  afotesaid  as  many  Gkiktie  k  sheep  as  tfce j 
'oan  spare  without  Injnry  to  their  Families  k  further  eacrenae  and 


nil  saeh  Cattle  ft  Sheep  are  to  be  imme^ateiy  marked  Ibr  the  Pteb- 
lie  k  droTO  to  some  Fleidt  to  be  taken  In  a  oonrenient  pert  of  tke 
Settlement  for  C^leeting  k  herding  them,  nntfl  a  saffieleni  nrnnaber 
be  eoUeeted  for  the  present  ezigeney.  For  all  whieh  jo«  are  to 
pans  BeoeipCs  agneable  to  the  lahuOioa  or  appralBement  ef  tke  Oon- 
missary  k  one  reputable  Inhabitant,  whieh  yon  will  cawee  to  he 
made.  Yoa  are  to  aeqaaint  me  fteqaently  by  letter  of  jonr  avoeesa 
Ineloonig  leCarm  of  the  Cattle  k  Sheep  taken,  aad  ptooured  by 


Yon  are  apon  no  pretenee  to  take  Cattle  or  Sheep  froia  tbe  pooier 
^  "  by  the 


sort  of  Inhabitanta  or  firom  saeh  as  have  been  great  i 

Eriemy,  bnt  yon  are  to  take  them  irom  soeh  as  have  iired  aaofe 


The  good  Inhabitanta  are  to  be  treated  with  the  utaaoa*  CmKty 
k  yoa  shall  iniiet  immediate  pnalshmeat  en  SoMieia  gaShj  of 
Marandinf  or  insalting  the  Inhabitanta  ^o  eondiiei  thfaawwlvea 
iaoffimsiTdy  towards  than. 

Yoa  are  to  eonsder  these  InstmetioBs  aa  eonfined  to  tboee  Inhab- 


itanta oafy  who  have  aaifoffmly  eonsidered  theaMlvea  aa  CUtyweos  of 
Pen%  as  the  licence  of  the  Honble  Ezeeative  Cooaeil  eaiuiot  at 
present  be  nnderstoed  to  ertend  to  soeh  as  in  the  wnaatilod  state 
of  the  boondaries  have  acknowledged  aaother  jariadictloQ. 
^Iwish  yon  great  saeeess  k  hope  yoa  will  he  eaabled  to  obtan  the 
noe»sary  s^plles  for  immediato  Ooaanmption  by  agtwesment  k 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ae., 

DAN>  MM>DHSA1>, 

O^  CeiaaMmdV  W.  9l 
/>»B««ei— Capta.  Sam>  Brady. 


Jaxbb  LoceHSAB  90  pRM.  Rbhb,  1780. 

PhiW.,  21  Sep*,  1780. 
MnyitPleftfieOovmcrl, 

Moii^  18  Now  Wanted  to  Pa^  Those  Helitia  off  who  have  seird 
ITbeire  Tower  of  Dnty.     I  find  by  the  Lieu**  Reoeipte  of  yesterdaj, 
There  ie  Paid  into  Mr.  Snowdens  Offiee  £68,025  which  Oopncil  wiH 
te  pleased  te  give  order  for  te  Bnpply  the  emediate  Demand. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be 

the  Gouncils  Ob'  Ham^  Sort., 

JAMES  LOUGHEAD  * 
DireoUdy 

To  Hiii  EKoelency  Joseph  Reed,  Eaq.^  President  of  Oovneil  of  the 
oominen  Welth  of  Peneylvania. 


Col.  Samubl  Hu5tsr  to  Pebs.  EbbX),  1780. 

Sonbory,  Septn  21-',  1780. 
Sir, 

We  i^ere  alaimed  by  n  latge  party  of  the  Bnlmy  making  ihetr 
ttppeiuwBee  in  our  County  on  the  6lh  Inst,  they  oame  first  to  k 
UmaB  Fort  that  Ool.  Weltners  troops  had  Erected  on  the  Head 
Waters  of  Chilisquake  called  Fori  Bice,  about  thirteen  miles  from 
43unbury^  which  1  ordered  to  be  garrisoned  by  twenty  of  our  militia 
when  the  German  Regiment  marched  of  the  Enimy  attacted  the 
Fort  about  Sundown  and  fired  very  smartly,  the  garrison  Returned 
the  fire  with  spirit,  whieh  made  them  withdraw  a  little  off,  and  in 
the  night  they  began  to  set  fire  to  a  number  of  Houses  and  Stacks 
^  Grain  which  they  eoinsumed|  in  the  meantime  our  militia  had 
OoUeoted  to  tb^  number  of  oneHundred  men  under  the  Command 
tof  Col.  John  Kelly  who  marched  to  the  Belief  of  the  Garrison, 
»nd  arrived  there  the  next  day,  the  people  in  the  Garrison  acquaint- 
ed CoL  Kelly  there  must  bo  two  Hundred  and  fifty  or  three  Hun- 
dred of  the  Enimy,  which  he  did  not  think  prudent  to  engage 
without  being  Beinforoed,  the  confusion  this  put  the  inhabitants  in, 
it  was  not  Easy  to  collect  a  party  equal  to  fight  the  savages,  I  Ime- 
diately  eent  off  an  Express  to  CoL  Purdy  on  tfuneate  whome  I  heard 
was  marching  to  the  Frontiers  of  Cumberland  County  with  the 
militia,  he  came  as  Qaiok  as  Possible  to  our  assistance  with  one 
Hundred  and  ten  of  the  Militia,  and  about  Eighty  Volunteers^ 
which  was  no  small  Beinforcement  to  us.  General  Potter  just  conn- 
ing home  from  Camp  at  this  Critical  time,  came  up  to  Sui^ury  and 
took  the  Command  of  the  party  that  went  in  Quest  of  the  Enimy. 

•  Col  Bee.,  VoL  Zn.,  p*  486. 
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Bat  PreTiooB  to  hif  murching,  discharged  tbe  Yolanteen,  afl*lie 
Goneladed  by  tbe  informatioa  be  bad  BefMived  fxom  apyes  we  had 
oaty  that  the  Enimj  did  not  Exceed  one  Handred  and  fifty,  and 
that  tfaej  bad  withdrawn  firom  the  Inhabitants  toaome  Remote 
placei  Oeneral  Potter  However  marched  on  to  Muncy  Hilli  bnfr  Wis 
a  little  Bafiied  by  the  iofonnation  be  had  of  their  Boute,  and  did 
not  come  'on  their  track  till  the  13tb  and  followed  on  aboat  fifty 
milea  np  fiahiDg  creek  the  Road  the  Enimy  took  bat  finding  they  bad 
got  too  £»  a  bead  returned  here  the  17th  inai.  the  Enemy  got  but 
one  Scalp  and  one  prisoner,  we  all  concluded  the  Enimy  had  gon 
off  but  on  the  18th  there  was  a  small  party  made  their  appearance, 
on  the  West  Branch  about  fourteen  miles  above  this,  tney  killed 
one  man  and  Wounded  another,  and  killed  their  horses  they  bad  in  the 
Plow  which  pUinly  shows  they  have  scattered  into  small  partys  to 
Hams  the  inhabitants,  which  I  am  afraid  will  prevent  the  People 
from  getting  Crops  put  in  the  Ground  this  fiidl.  When  tbe  Oerman 
Regiment  marched  off  from  here  I  give  orders  to  the  Frontier  Gom- 
panys  to  embody  and  keep  one  fourth  of  the  men  constantly  Recon- 
noiteriog,  after  ganissoning  Fort  Jenkins,  Fort  Rice,  and  Fort 
Swarts,  with  twenty  men  in  Each  of  them,  this  was  the  only 
method  I  could  think  of  encouraging  the  people  as  we  were  left  to  our 
own  Exertions,  only  about  thirty  of  Capt  McCays  Company^  of 
.Yolunteers.  from  Cumberland  Cennty,  nntill  (be  10th  Inat.  that  two 
Companys  of  Militia  came  here  from  the  same  County  in  the  wbok 
about  Eighty  men,  whan  I  received  the  inteligence  of  a  large  party 
of  savages  and  toriea  comeing  against  Fort  Rice  I  give  ordws  to 
Evacuate  Fort  Jenkins  as  I  did  not  look  uppon  it  to  be  teaabk, 
which  is  since  burned  by  the  Enimy,  and  would  have  shared  the 
same  had  the  men  stayed  there  on  act.  of  the  Buildiaga  that  was 
adjoining  it,  tbe  Companys  I  had  given  orders  to  EmlMdy  and  do 
duty  for  one  month  their  time  is  now  out^  and  what  Militia  we  have 
from  Cumberland  County  is  not  adiquit  to  grant  us  tbe  Relief  Ex- 
pected, I  would  be  desirous  Council  would  give  me  Orden  to  GoUp 
tinue  some  of  the  Companys  I  have  embodied  doing  duty  one 
month  longer  for  to  be  ingenious  I  never  see  times  wear  a  more 
gloomy  aspect  since  our  glorious  strugle  for  liberty  than  the  pie- 
sent 

I  am  Sir  with  every  Sentiment  of  Esteem 

^   Your  most  Obed.  &  Very  Hhble.  Servt 

SAM.  HUNTER. 

P.  8.  Our  Volunteers  has  had  some  success  in  the  Scalping  way  on 
the  28th  ult.  Lieu.  Jacob  Creamer,  William  Campbell  and  two  the 
name  of  Grove,  took  two  Scalps  about  one  handred  and  fifty  miles 
from  here  on  ye  west  branch  of  Susquahana  as  you  will  see  by  ye 
Certificate.  S.  H. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq. 

«  See  GoU  Ew»  VoL  XII,  p.  490. 
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MiCHABL  HdFFNAGLB  TO  THOS.   ScOTT,   1780, 

Sir, 

Gol.  Proctor  bforms  me,  that  after  the  Oommittee  had  taken  into 
oonsideratioD,  the  Petition  from  myself  &  the  Officers  ot  the  two 
Companies)  that  the  said  Committee  had  there  upon  agreed  that 
we  sboald  have  the  same  allowance  as  Officers  of  the  same  Kank  in  the 
Continental  Army — and  npon  a  second  Beading  of  this  Beport  the* 
Honse  have  Resolved  that  the  President  and  Council  were  to  make 
OS  such  allowance  as  would  be  a  compensation  for  our  trouble  and 
expense.  I  would  therefore  just  inform  yon,  that  my  time  of  ser- 
vice was  from  the  eleventh  of  February  1779  to  the  first  of  July 
following  which  I  have  certified  by  the  Lieutenants  of  the  County, 
that  during  said  time  I  found  my  own  Horse  forage  and  Provisions^ 
(except  thirty  seven  Rations  k  three  Bushels  of  forage^  the  President 
and  Council  will  therefore  make  me  such  allowance  as  they  shall 
Judge  sufficient,  as  to  the  Captains  &  subalterns,  if  Council  should 
tUnk  propw  to  make  them  the  same  allowance,  for  their  Recruiting 
expense,  of  Captain  Quthrey,  I  should  judge  the  same  to  be  a  suffi* 
cient  Compensation— I  hope  Council  will  not  take  this  amiss  & 
shall  leave  the  whole  to  their  consideration,  &  make  not  the  least 
doubt  of  having  a  sufficient  Ccwapensation  allowed. 

Your  Hhble.  Servt. 

MICH.  HUFFNAGLE.* 

Captain  Jacks  Company,    Captain  Stokeleys  Company, 

1  Wotenant  1  Lieutenant 

I  Bnsign  1  Ensign 

Forty  three  Bank  &  file      Thirty  Bank  &  file. 
JiMforwrf,— 21  Sept.  1780. 
Dtrectedf-^ThoB.  Scott  Esq. 

Besolyie  of  Oekbral  Assbmblt,  1780. 

State  of  Pennsylvania  in  Qeneral  Assembly. 

Pttday,  22«  Sept.  1780. 
A  Beeolution  of  The  Honorable  Congress  was  received  and  read,  ' 
informing,  ^'  That  Congress  will  advance  one  third  of  the  sum  ne- 
cessary for  the  purchase  of  one  thoniand  Head  of  Cattlef  to  be  im- 
mediately forwarded  to  the  Army  j^'*— Whereupon, 
Oti  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  requested  to  [ 
direct,  that  one  thousand  Head  of  Cattle  be  immediately  purchased 
by  the  Commissioners  of  this  State  for  the  use  of  the  Federal  Army, 
Congress  advancing  one  third  of  the  price  thereof  agreeable  to  the 
Besolution  aforesaid.' 

Extract  from  the  Minutes 

.  SAM'L  STERETT,  Ass«  Clerk. 

*  Col.  Eec,  Vol.  XII,,  p.  487.  f  Col.  Eeo.,  VoL  XU.,  p.  488. 
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Besolutions  of  Gbnsral  Absbmblt,  1780. 

State  of  PennsjlTanU  In  General  Assembly. 

Saturday^  23«  September,  1780. 

The  Moase  resumed  the  eoDsideration  of  the  Re]>ort  of  the  Com- 
mittee upon  the  DetermiBatioii  of  the  GeDeral  Assembly  of  Virginia 
respeotiDg  the  disputed  Boundary,  and  haying  maturely  oousidered 
the  same,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  as  follows,  via. 

Resolved,  That,  although  the  oonditaona  annexed,  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Virginia,  to  tho  lUtifieations  of  the  boundary  line  agr^  to 
1^  the  Commissioners  of  PenusylTania  and  Virginia  on  the  thirty 
first  day  of  August,  1779,  may  tend  to  oountenamee  some  unwarrao- 
table  elaims,  which  may  be  made  under  the  State  of  Virginia,  in 
consequence  of  pretended  purchases  or  settlements  pending  the  con* 
troTcrsy,  yet  this  State  determining  to  gire  the  World  tiM  most  - 
unequivocal  proof  of  their  earnest  desire  to  promote  peace  &  harmony 
with  a  Sister  State  so  necessary  during  this  great  contest  against  the 
Common  Bnemy,  do  agree  te  the  conditions  proposed  by  the  State  of 
Virginia,  in  their  Resolves  of  the  twenty  third  of  June  last,*  to  wit 

"  That  the  Agreement  msde  on  the  ai>«  day  of  August,  1779, 
'^  between  James  Madison  and  Robert  Andrews,  Commissioners  for 
^^  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  and  George  Bryan,  John  Ewing 
'^  and  David  Rittenhouse,  Commissioners  for  the  Commonwealth  6f 
''  Pennsylvania  be  ratified  and  finally  confirmed,  to  wit :  That  the 
^'  line  commonly  called  Mason's  and  Dixon's  line,  be  extended  due 
<'  West  five  degrees  of  longitude^  to  be  computed  from  the  River 
''  Delaware,  for  the  Southern  Boundary  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that 
*' a  Meridian  drawn  from  the  Western.. extremity  thereof  to  the. 
'^  Northern  limits  of  the  said  States,  respectively,  be  the  Western 
''  Boundary  of  Pennaylvania  forever :  On  Condition  that  the  private 
^*  property  and  rights  of  all  persons  acquired  under,  founded  on,  or 
<<  recognized  hj  the  laws  of  either  country,  previous  to  the  date 
''  hereof  be  saved  and  confirmed  to  them,  although  they  should  be 
''  found,  to.  fall  within  the  other,  and  Uiat  in  the  decision  of  disputes 
''  thereon  preference  shall  be  given  to  the  elder  or  prior  right,  wihicb 
<<  ever  of  the  said.  States  the  same  shall  have  been  acquired  undur^  . 
''such  persons  paying  within,  whose  bounds)^  their  liMida  shall  be - 
''  included,  the  same  purchase  or  consideration  money  which  woulfL  . 
''  have  been  due  from  them  to  theSta^  under  which  they  claimed 
''  the  n^ht,  and  where  any  such  purchase  or  consideration  money 
''  hath  since  the  declaration  of  American  Independence  been  receivea 
''  by  either  State  for  lands,  which^  according  to  the  before  recited  . 
''  Agreement  shall  fall  within  the  territory  of  the  other,  the  same  ; 
"  shall  be  reciprocally  refundefl  and  repined ;  and  that  the  Inhabi- ' 

*  See  pages  352, 863. 


''  tttQtt  of  tiM  VUfnUd  Teritoij  bow  oeded  to  the  State  ot  twwilh 
"  Tanh,  shall  Qot,  before  the  nrst  day  of  December  in  the  preeenl, 
*^  year,  be  sabject  to  the  paymeat  of  any  taZ|  nor  at  any  time  to 
'<  the  payment  of  arrean  of  tezsa  or  im^itioos  heretofoie  laid  by^ 
«  either  State."— 

And  We  do  hereby  aoo^t  and  fully  ratify  iho  said  redted  oondi- 
tion,  and  the  Bovadavy  Line  formed  thereupon. 

Ee8ol?ed|  That  Uie  President  and  Gounoil  of  this  State  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  impowered  to  appoint  two  Gommissioners  on  the 
part  of  this  State,  in  ceojonotion  with  GommiaaioiierB  to  be  appoin^d 
by  the  State  of  Virginia,  to  extend  the  line  commonly  called  Mason's 
and  Dixon's  Line,  five  Degrees  of  Longitude  from  DeUware  Riveri 
and  from  the  Western  termination  of  the  Line  so  extended  to  run 
and  mark,  as  soon  as  may  be  a  Meridian  Line  to  the  Ohio  River, 
the  remainder  of  that  Line  to  be  run  as  soon  as  the  President  and 
Council  taking  into  their  consideration  the  disposition  of  the  Indians, 
shall  think  it  prudent  And  the  President  and  Counoil  are  hereby 
authorized  to  give  to  the  said  Commissioners  such  Instructions  in 
the  premises  as  they  shall  think  fit.* 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

SAMUEL  ST£BfiTT,  Clerk. 
Indorsed, 

Resolution  of  tlie  Assembly  of  Pennsylv*  concerning  the  Boundary 
line  between  Virginia  &  Fennsylv*. 


MoNS.  HoLKER  TO  Pbes.  Bbeb,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  y  23',  September,  1780. 
Sir, 

As  I  shall  depart  in  a  few  days  for  Rhode  Island,  &  as  I  learn 
that  the  J^on«  the  General  Assembly  of  this  $tate  are  soon  to  break 
up,  I  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  from  your  Excellency  &  Council 
an  answer  respecting  the  assistance  and  protection  which  the  Hon* 
the  Continental  navy  board,  his  Excellency  the  Minister  plenipoten- 
tiary &  mvself  have  claimed,  in  order  to  procure  some  large  mastsj' 
from  the  heads  of  Schuylkill  for  the  use  of  the  Ships  of  the  conti- 
nental, &  the  Royal  navy.  I  most  Earnest! v  entreat  your  Excellency 
k  Gounoil,  to  remonstrote  if  necessary  on  this  subject,  to  the  general 
Assembly,  so  as  some  pleasures  may  be  adopted  for  the  Safety  of  the 
workmen,  which  I  am  informed  the  militia  and  inhabitants  of  the 
adjacent  country  are  ready  to  afford,  by  taking  post  at  one  of  the 
passages  of  the  mountains,  as  it  will  Effectually  prevent  the  inroads  of. 

*  Bee  Col.  ReJo.,  VoL  Xn.,  pp.  476, 486. 
t  See  pages  640,  560. 
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tiie  Indians  on  theif  plantations.    I  hope  your  BxoeUeney  wflt  oon-' 
descend  to  favour  me  with  an  answer  on  this  Subject  so  as  I  may 
report  the  same  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  majestys  naval 
forces  in  Rhode  Island  on  my  artival  there.'^ 
I  Remain  with  the  highest  Sentiments 
of  Respect  &  attachment 

Sir  Tour  most  obedient 

most  humble  servant 

HOLKBR.  ' 
Directed, — His  Bxcelleney  Jos.  Reed,  Esq'.,  Presid*. 


Ebnrt  Wyhkoop  to  Pbbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Bucks  County,  23d  Sept.,  1780. 
Sir, 

Immediately  on  the  Receipt  of  your  favour  of  the  16th  Inst^ 
measures  were  taken  for  convening  the  Justices  of  this  County^  to 
whom  I  communicated  your  Letter,  And  I  have  now  the  pleasure  to 
inform  your  Excellency  that  the  Justices  have  quotaed  four  thousand 
Bushels  of  wheat  upon  the  different  Townships  to  be  delivered  into 
the  Mills  for  manufacturing  by  the  15th  of  October  next,  And  to 
remidy  the  ill  Credit  of  the  Money  they  have  appointed  a  ffood  Man 
in  each  Township  who  will  call  upon  the  Inhabitants  to  induce  them 
to  bring  in  t  heir  proportion  and  also  to  make  return  to  the  Purchaser 
of  those  who  refuse  ;  so  that  there  is  good  Cause  to  expect  from  the 
adoption  of  this  mode  for  procuring  the  Supply  of  Flower  for  this 
County  the  Deficiencys  of  public  Credit  will  be  fully  remedied  by 
the  Virtue  of  Individuals. 

The  Justices  beg  leave  to  remark  to  your  Excellency  that  those 
Men  appointed  in  the  Different  Townships  will  have  some  trouble  for 
which  it  is  reasonable  they  should  be  compensated,  would  therefore 
wish  Council  to  take  some  Order  for  that  purpose. 

The  Justices  also  conceive  that  the  prices  given  for  wheat,  viz.^. 
10s.  is  not  proportionate  to  the  necessary  expences  of  the  Farmer, 
nor  equal  to  what  is  got  for  flower  in  Market,  the  Exchange  upon 
the  State  money  being  considerably  less  than  the  exchange  upon 
Specie,  and  as  the  supplies  are  generally  procured  from  those  that  are 
willing,  the  public  Burden  falls  heavy  upon  those  who  ought  least  to 
bear  them,  for  those  &  many  other  reasons  the  Justices  conceive  that 
more  generous  prices  ought  to  be  given  for  the  present  supplies* 
I  am  in  behalf  of  the  Justices  ^   ^ 

your  Excellencies 

most  Obedient  &  very  Humble  Serv*, 
HENRY  WYNKOOP. 
Dtrecfedf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Rood,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Council  of 
Pensylvania. 

*  8ee  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  488. 
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BoAB]>  OF  War  to  Fjuis.  Bbbd,  1780. 

War  Offioe,  23d  Sept  1780. 
Bir, 

The  board  have  pressli^  oalb  upon  them  for  a  larger  namber  of 
arms  for  the  soathern  army  than  they  can  at  present  famish. 

The  A.  C.  Gen^  of  m^  stores  informs  them  that  he  can  have  re- 
paired in  six  weeks  three  thousand  standi— bat  in  the  mean  time  the 
greatest  evils  may  be  experienoed  in  the  soathern  states  for  want  of 
them.  In  this  exigency,  the  board  have  no  reooarse  but  to  reqaest 
of  your  Excellency  &  the  honble  Council,  a  loan  of  about  one  thoa* 
sand  arms  &  accoutrements,  iocludinff  those  famished  by  the  Conti- 
nent to  the  State  on  the  late  call  of  the  militia. 

The  board  are  induced  to  hope  that  there  will  be  no  inconvenience 
to  the  State  in  lending  the  arms— as  from  the  present  posture  of 
affiiirs  in  this  Quarter,  there  seems  to  be  but  little  probability  that 
they  will  be  wanted  for  the  militia  before  they  can  be  replaced. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  highest  respect 

y  Excellency's  mo.  obed. 
Hbie  serv., 

.  By  ord., 

BEN.  STODDBRT, 
Sec'y. 
Direciedf 

His  Excellency  President  Reed. 
War  Office.  ' 


Petition  op  James  Rowan,  1780. 

To  the  Hon*»«  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Supreme  Exect'' 
Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pensylvania. 

The  Petition  of  James  Rowan  Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  your  petitioner  has  been  an  Inhabitant  of  the  District  of 
Southwark  for  many  years  Past  where  he  followed  the  Vendue 
Business,  But  at  the  Commencement  of  the  Present  war  Voluntarily 
Turned'^  out  in  Defence  of  his  Country,  and  Dureing  the  Enemies 
Possession  of  this  Citty  was  servins  his  Country  in  the  High  places 
of  the  Geld  (which  some  members  Of  this  Hod>'^«  Board  Can  Testify) 
and  left  his  wife  and  Helpless  Children,  with  all  his  worldlv  Effects, 
to  the  mercy  of  the  Enemy,  who  stript  them  of  Every  thing,  and 
haveing  no  trade  or  any  Visible  means  of  Supporting  himself  and 
Vol.  VIII.— 26 
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• 
OrowiDg  familj,  would  Humblj  Roqoest  this  Hon***  Board  to  tp- 
poiot  Lim  Voadue  Master  for  said  District,  yoar  Petkiooer  begs 
joavc  to  present  the  Inclosed  Petition  and  Recomdation  formerlj 
Present'd  to  the  Hon*^  tbe  Hoose  of  Assembly,  which  he  hopes 
Will  have  its  due  weigh^  in  hopes  that  your  Hon***  Board  wiB 
Grant  his  request  he  will  as  in  Duty  Booad,  fto,,  fto. 

JAMES  ROWAN, 

Sept.  26th,  1780. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Eepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly  met. 

The  Petition  of  James  Bowan,  an  Inhabitant  of  the  Pistriek  ef 

Soathwark. 

Most  Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  your  Petitioner  has  been  a  zealous  friend  to  the  Cause  of 
American  Freedom  since  the  Commenoement  of  the  Hostilitys  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Ameriei^  in  which  Contest  he  has  not  only 
taken  his  Tour  of  duty  agreeable  to  the  Laws  of  this  State,  but  has 
offer'  his  Services  Voluntarily  to  act  in  Differeut  Capaoitys  wherein 
said  services  Cou'  be  Beneficial  in  the  Support  of  the  Libertjs  of  bis 
Country,  the  fact  of  which  he  Refers  to  some  of  the  worthy  aod 
Honorable  members  of  this  assembly. 

The  prayer  of  your  petitioner  is  therefore  that  from  the  above 
Circumstances  and  the  Necessitous  Situation  of  a  young  t.  Growiof 
Family, your  Honors  wou'  please  to  Grant  him  a  Licence  or  Libertj 
to  Keep  a  publick  Vendue  for  the  Districk  of  Southwark,  in  wbiob 
Capacity  be  has  already  acted  for  several  years,  with  Honesty  Integ- 
rety  he  thinks,  &  the  Approbation  of  his  frieods  in  (renerai,  he 
therefore  Humbly  prays  your  Honors  will  take  his  Situation  into 
Consideration,  and  shou'  you  thiuk  him  worthy  of  such  an  ap- 
pointment he  will  bo  for  ever  in  duty  bound  to  your  Honors  for 
So  Doing. 

JAMES  ROWAN. 
November  80th^  1778. 

We  the  subscribers  being  well  acquainted  with  the  within  Named 
James  Rowan,  won*  therefore  Recomend  him  to  your  Notice  W 
being  a  worthy  Citizen  &  good  friend  to  his  Country,  &  Shou*  jon 
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think  kiBB  worthy  of  Ortntiog  his  ReqiMBt  wo  hayo  Boi  tho  loast 
doobt  of  his  raonftiog  it. 

Robert  Allesoo,  Wm.  Hall, 

Jamos  Skinner,  Peter  Thompson, 

John  Smith,  Frederick  Kubl, 

George  Daffield,  Wm.  West,  Junr., 

Samuel  Moore,  Francis  Gnrney, 

James  Little^  Robert  Hunter, 

Thomas  Casdorp,  John  Ejre, 

Joseph  Snowden^  Benj"  Eyre, 

Jon»  B.  Smith,  Peter  Brown, 

Robert  Gather,  Paine  Newman, 

William  Hardjr,  William  Hodge, 

Isaac  Howell,  Andrew  Uodge, 

John  Biddle,  Jaoob  Bright," 
John  Hall  Cooper. 


CURISTIAN    WURTZ    TO    HOF.   Wm,   MoORB,   1780. 

'      Lancaster,  September  27<*,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  to  inform  yon  that  since  my  return  from  Philadelphia, 
there  has  been  many  Persons  with  me  offering  Beef  Cattle  for  Sale, 
fit  for  present  nse ;  should  their  be  occasion  for  purchasing,  I  think 
considerable  Nurobera  might  be  procured  in  this  County  for  conti- 
Bental  Money,  at  a  reasonable  rate.  The  second  Crops  of  Hay  & 
pasturage  proving  so  very  bad,  on  Ace*  of  the  dry  Season,  compels 
many  Farmers  to  dispose  of  part  of  their  Stock.  Should  these  pur- 
chases come  under  our  Department,  would  be  extremely  obliged  to 
you  to  inform  me  thereof. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

y  mopt  obd.  &  H.  Servt, 

CHRISTIAN  WURTZ,  C-  P.  L.  C. 
Directed^ 
The  Hon.  William  Moore,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 


Board  of  War  to  Prrs.  Rbei>,  1780. 

War  Office,  Sept.  27,  1780* 
Sir, 

The  Southern  Army  are  exceedingly  distressed  for  Want  of  Tents. 
The  Board  are  informed  that  the  Sute  of  PennsyUania  hare  a  Num- 
ber, which  might  probably  be  spared  to  the  United  States.  We  beg 
to  know  of  the  Honble.  Council  whether  we  can  have  about  two 
hundred,  or  a  larger  quantity  if  they  can  be  spared,  md  on  what 
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Tenn»— The  Botid  will  «dier  replace  thea,  wben  «Mbled  so  io  4d 
oat  of  the  public  Sto<^y  or  reeommend  to  Oongrees  Meararea  for 
payment  of  their  Valoe  to  the  Slate — ^We  request  a  speedy  Answer, 
as  the  Occasion  is  pressing,  and  hope  it  may  be  convenient  for  Goon* 
cil  to  comply  with  oar  request  If  the  Interposition  of  Gongreaa 
should  be  deemed  by  your  Hononrable  Board  necessary,  we  will  take 
Instant  Measures  for  obtaining  it. 

Wo  have  the  Honour  to  be,  ^ 

with  the  greatest  Respect, 

your  very  obed.  Servants. 

RICHARD  PETERS, 
By  order. 
On  the  public  Service  of  the  United  States. 
Honble.  William  Moore,  Esqr.,  Vice  President  of  the  Honble. 
Sup.  Ei.  Council  of  Peonsilvania. 
(War  Office.) 


Gov.  Wm.  Livingston  to  Pebb.  Reed,  1780. 

Trenton,  29**  SepS  1780. 
Gentlemen  : 

At  the  Meeting  of  the  Legislature  at  this  place,  we  found  here  « 
certain  M'  Joel'*'  professing  himself  to  be  an  Officer  in  the  Britinh 
Army,  and  to  have  deserted  from  it  to  offer  his  Serviod  to  these 
United  States.  He  has  not  hitherto  (perhaps  for  want  of  Oppor- 
tunity) given  such  proof  of  the  rectitade  of  his  Intentions  as  we 
could  wish  to  have,  previous  to  our  placing  any  Confidence  in  the 
Professions  of  a  Gentleman  so  peculiarly  circumstanced — Thsnton  is 
deemed  a  very  improper  place,  especially  during  the  sitting  of  the 
Legislature,  for  the  residence  of  any  person  of  dubious  Character. 
Nor,  indeed,  can  any  place  in  this  State,  considering  its  extent  of 
frontier  and  Promizity  to  the  Bnemy,  &  the  Opportunity  thence . 
resulting  for  maintaining  a  Correspondence  with  them  (sbonld  he 
be  so  disposed)  be  thought  a  proper  Abode  for  such  doubtful  Char- 
acters. I  have  therefore,  by  the  Advice  of  Council,  sent  him  to 
your  Bonrd,  to  be  disposed  of  in  some  interior  part  of  the  Country, 
where  he  cani^ot,  with  equal  probability  of  Success^  carry  into  Exe- 
cution any  pernicious  designs  (if  such  he  has)  against  the  Liberties 
o(  this  Countiy. 

I  am^  &c.| 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 
.     Honble.  the  Board  of  War. 

Copy. 

«  CoL  Bee.,  Vol  XIL^  p.  406. 
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BoBBRT  F0B8TTH  TO  Col.  Ephraim  Blainb^  1780. 

Frederickbarg,  September  20, 1780. 
De«r  C0I.9  - 

I  have  jaftt  T^me  to  write  you  a  abort  Letter,  by  Col.  FiBBie — be 
will  present  yoa  witb  my  Book  of  Retonie,  wbiob  contains  Copies  of 
all  tbe  Returns  of  purobases  wbiob  have  been  made  me  wbile  aotine 
nnder  the  IHreetion  of  Col.  Wadswortb  &  yourself;  likewise,  general 
Return  &  Aoeo<  oarreot  for  eaob.  You  find  those  since  1*^  March 
at  tbe  latter  End  of  the  Book.  Balance  of  Aeoo*  in  my  favour, 
£286,68  r-7-4,  V.  Curr'y.  Besides  this  Sum,  I  shall  have  further 
return  made  by  M'  Tate  for  Contention  Troops,  and  Col.  Hendricks 
for  Fish,  which  I  ezpeet  will  amount  to  near  £100,000— this  I  shall 
bring  with  me  in  a  few  days. 

I  thought  it  necessary  to  forward  my  Returns,  that  you  may  pro- 
cure immediately  a  Warrant  on  tbe  State  of  Virginia  for  tbe  Balance 
as  tbe  greater  part  of  tbe  Sum  is  already  reo'  from  Sherifis  and  Col* 
lectors  of  Taxes — and  the  Auditors  next  Month  will  moTC  ajninst 
them  for  Settlement;  and  they  hate  notbiog  to  show  but  my  Drafts 
on  the  Treasury,  which  will  be  denied  Credit,  unless  you  procure  me 
a  Warrant  to  cover  them. 

The  inclosed  Letter  from  the  Executive  will  point  out  to  you  the 
prospect  I  have  of  Supplying  the  Convention  Troops  with  Bread ; 
my  Agent  There,  who  has  lately  resigned,  is  indebted  to  the  People 
80  or  100,000  £ ;  &  until  that  Sam  is  p''  I  have  no  hopes  of  getting 
Cred'  for  two  pence  in  that  Quarter. 

The  above  Iietter  will  show  you  that  it  is  not  in  my  Power  to  send 
yon  Beef  to  Philad* — ^indeed,  1  do  not  think  they  can  feed  the  Con- 
vention Troops  with  Beef  till  January,  on  their  present  plan — when 
every  Man  has  it  in  his  power  to  get  what  Sum  for  his  Cattle  be 
pleases. 

Our  Situation  in  this  Quarter  is  disagreeable ;  tbe  purchasing  Sea- 
son coming  on,  &  no  preparations  can  be  made — ^I  even  cannot  engage 
a  pork  Barrel. 

Tour  very  bble.  Serv*, 

ROBT.  FORSYTH,  B.  C.  Q.  P. 
Copy. 


6£N«  WASHmcKtov  TO  Prbb.  Bird,  1780. 

Head  Quarters,  Onmge  Town,  1st  Oct.  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  under  the  neeessity  ef  laying  before  your  Bxeellenoy,  the 
Copy  of  a  representation  made  to  me  yesterdi^,  by  the  Commr. 
General  of  Issues,  en  the  Subject  of  Flour.  Tbe  repfesentatiea 
goes  so  ftiUy  and  tiuly  into  our  present  Sitoatieft  and  pwspecto,  that 
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I  shall  only  refer  yoar  Excellency  to  it,  and  then  intreat  yoa  to  ex- 
ert yoor  aathority  and  infiaenoey  with  the  Agents  and  all  oth«n  eon- 
cernedy  in  prooaring  and  forwarding  a  Supply  to  Trenton  withoat 
del^y. 

Of  470  Barrels  which  were  in  the  Magasine  at  West  pointy  I 
hate  been  unavoidably  obliged  to  draw  down  300  to  Ihts  Army,  by 
which,  that  valuable  Post  may  be  endangered,  should  the  JBneoiy 
endeavour  to  attain  by  force,  what  they  attempted  to  gain  by  treach- 
ery ',  but  in  which  they  haVe  been  so  providentially  disappointed. 

I  most  sincerely  condole  with  your  Excellency  on  the  loss  of  your 
amiable  Lady.    The  news  of  that  melancholy  event  was  imparted 
to  me  by  the  minister  of  France  on  my  journey  from  fl«rfor«L 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  great  Respect  ft 
Este^n  T'.  Excellency's  ni<Mt  obt  and  Hhble.  SenrL 

Gf.  WASHINGTON. 


Head  Quarters,  Tappan,  80th  Sept.  1780. 
Sir, 

The  quantity  of  Floar  in  the  Magazine  at  Gamp  and  in  the 
hands  of^  the  Brigade  Commissaries  will  only  supply  the  troops  for 
tomorrow.  By  letters  from  I^iladelphia  of  the  2^*^  instant  and 
from  Trenton  of  the  27^*^  from  my  Deputies,  am  informed  that  there 
was  none  on  hand  at  those  places,  so  that  the  two  hundred  Barrels 
ordered  from  West  point  is  all  the  Flour  that  we  are  now  sure  of. 
I  am  therefore  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  informing  Your 
Excellency  that  unless  uncommon  diligence  is  nsed  in  getting  that 
article  from  Pennsylvania  or  New  York  at  the  end  of  three  days, 
the  Army  will  be  again  without  Bread. 

I  am  most  respectfully  Your  Excelknoy's, 
most  obt.  Servt. 

CHAS.  STEWART, 
Copy,  Comm.  General  Issues. 

His  Excellency  Oen.  Washington. 


Gen.  Wm.  Ibyiitb  to  T^kbb.  Bbed,  1780. 

West  point,  October  !•*,  1760. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  was  ordered  here  wiA  my  Brigade  cm  Hie  alarm  that  was  occa- 
sioned by  Arnolds  Villainous  business. 

I  made  a  rapid  march  and  found  the  place  on  my  arrival  in  a 
most  miserable  situation  in  every  respect — 1800  Militia  had  been  at 
the  Post,  but  wera.  chiefly  Detadied  on  various  pretences^  those  who 
remained  had  no  post  assigned  them,  nor  knew  nor  had  a  single  or- 
der what  to  do.  I  have  not  heard  frpin  Head  Quarters  to  da^-4)at 
I  have  reasen  to  baliove  major  Andre  &  Smith  most  be  Hang. 
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Mr*  Ljtle  beiog  Idle  here  ft  the  stores  long  siiioe  ezhanstecly  & 
supposing  Mr.  Farmer  to  have  another  supply  jeadj  by  this  time;  I 
have  ordered  him  to  Philadelphia  for  them.  Neither  officers  nor 
men  have  had  mere  than  tiro  months  pay  for  nine  months  past^ 
this  being  the  case  it  is  easy  to  judge  how  necessary  the  stores  are 
fipt  their  existaooe.  I  should  not  h^ve  taken  on  mysdf  however  to 
send  Mr.  LyUe  as  I  do  not  Command  the  Line.  jSut  he  being  of 
my  Brigade  &  we  Detached  not  knowing  when  wo  shall  r^oin^  mocb 
time  might  be  spent,  before  General  St.  i^lair  could  give  him  ordera 
besides  we  find  ti'om  experience  that  Mr.  Farmer  very  seldom  thinks 
of  Purchasing  a  single  article  untill  he  actually  goes  down.  Tho' 
I  hope  this  is  not  now  the  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Dear  Sir,  Tour 

Exoellencys  most  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

Wm.  IRVINE. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Eoquire. 


BoABD  OP  War  to  V-  P.  Moorb,  1780. 

War  Office,  OctF  8*,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  Board  have  die  Honour  to  enclose  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from 
Gov.  Livingston  on  the  subject  of  Cap<  Joel,*  whose  case  is  therem 
set  forth.  On  his  deserting  from  the  Bnemy  he  was  sent  as  a  pri^ 
soeer  by  tbe  Com'  in  Chief,  who  decided  it  neoessai^  to  make  the 
fltriolest  Inquiry  into  the  Matter,  as  Mr.  Joel's  Circumstances  & 
▲eoounl  of  himself  were  singular.  After  his  beiog  kept^n  Custody 
ait  Philadelphia  for  sonde  time  the  Oeneral  desired  wo  would  give 
Orders  for  bis  Discharge  under  strict  Injunctions  not  to  go  near  the 
Am^.  This  was. accordingly  done,  &  ifaereaflter  we  conceived  Mr.- 
Joel  to  be  no  longer  amenable  to  any  Authority  we  might  possess 
when  he  was  considered  as  a  military  Prisoner.  We  suppose  him 
to  be  accountable  only  to  the  Oovemment  of  the  State  in  wbidi  he 
bappeas  to  be,  &  therefore  have  directed  the  Officer  who  has  him 
in  dharge  to  deliver  him  where  your  Honble.  Board  shall  direct,  or 
set  him  at  Liberty  if  it  should  be  the  Opinion  of  Council  that  it  is 
,  proper. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be 
with  great  Respect 

your  very  obed  Serv*, 

RICHARD  PETERS, 

By  Order. 

On  pubHe  Service. 

Hottble.  William  Moore,  Bsq^  Vice  President  of  the  Sup.  Ex. 
Oouncil  of  Peoasilvania. 
(War  Office.) 

*  See  CoL  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  pp.  494, 499»  and  p.  576  of  Qiis  Vol. 
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Board  of  Wab  to  Prbs.  Rbsd,  1780. 

War  Office,  Octo'  6»,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  board  have  been  again  called  npon  for  a  sapply  of  Arms  for 

the  Bouthem  States,  and  are  again  under  the  necessitj  of  troubling 

jonr  Excellency  &  the  honble.  Gonnoil  on  the  Subject— Thej  have 

not  yet  been  favored  with  ia  answer  to  their  letter  of  the  23d  olto."^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  high  respect 

y  Excellency's  most  obed  serv., 

by  ord.  BEN.  STODDERT^  See'/. 
Directed, 
His  Excellency  President  Beed. 
(War  office.) 


CoL.  Sam'l  J.  Ameb  to  V.  p.  MooRB,  1780. 

Peqnea,  October  5%  1780. 
Sir, 

.  I  should  have  done  myself  the  Honor  of  answering  your  Lettar 
of  the  29th  Ult.  e'er  this,  but  had  not  a  minute  received  il  before 
Mr.  Curtis  Grubb,  as  Express,  arrived  for  my  assistance  in  one  of 
the  upper  Districts  of  this  County,  where  the  ill-advised  people  had 
assembled  to  oppose  the  Execution  of  the  Militia  Law,  abaolntelj 
refusing  to  pay  the  Fines,  &c^.  I  am  just  now  returned  firom  that 
disagreeable  duty,  having  brought  those  deluded  peraons  to  a  aeBflo 
of  thisirs,  solemiJy  engaging  in  future  to  behave  as  good  subjects  of- 
the  State,  and  to  perfoVm  the  Duties  required  of  them  by  the  Iawb. 
-*-I  think  this  is  the  last  District  I  shall  have  to  conquer  in  this 
County,  and  in  settling  them  shall  render  essential  Service  to  the 
lactttenant  of  Berks,  as  the  Dbtriet  of  that  County  adjoining  had 
refoaed  Obedience  to  the  Sub.  Lientenant,  and  were  waith^  the  result 
of  my  people ;  they  will  now,  I  expect,  submit  to  their  proper  OSeem. 
I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Curtis  Grubb  and  a  number  of  other 
Gentlemen  at  I^banon  for  their  cenotenaBoe  and  assistance  in 
this  affair,  as  well  as  to  GoL  Clerk,  Sub.  Lieutenant  at  Hanover, 
whro  flew  to  my  aid  with  a  number  of  fine  feUows  from  his  District. 
I  have  given  the  Orders  for  one  Class  of  the  Militia  of  this  County 
to  rendezvous  at  Cox's  Town  on  the  20th  Inst.,  to  relieve  the 
Cumberland  militia  doing  duty  at  Sunbury  the  25th ;  as  there  is 
no  issuing  post  at  Cox's  or.  in  that  District  I  have  applied  to  Mr. 
Wirtz,  the  purchasing  Commissioner,  and  directed  that  proviaions 
bo  provided  for  the  Troops  by  the  20th. 

*  Bee  p.  678. 


Next,  Sir,  I  am  to  inqaire  of  Councill  wliere  I  am  to  procare 
mrmfl  to  put  idto  tke  Hands  of  the  Militia  at  any  Time  when  tbey 
shall  be  called  to  duty  abroad  or  at  Home.  My  situation  is  troly 
alamhig*  tvhrotindMl  as  Iitm  by  suoh  o  umbers  of  disa&etedy  Aho 
have  in  their  power  at  all  tiaies  Twell  knowing  the  de^nceless  state 
d  the  Militia  here)  to  do  more  than  I  would  wish  to.  name  or  have 
them  believe  I  fear.  A  small  magazine  at  Lancaster,  from  which 
(he  Lieutenant  of  the  County  oould  at  any  time  draw  arms  or 
Ammunition,  is  absolutely  necessaiy ;  It's  being  known  would  oppe- 
rate  as  a  preventative  to  many  disorders  we  are  liable  to  in  tius 
Cknmty^' 

:  Application  has  been  made  to  me,  Sir,  for  an  Election  for  a  L* 
Coh  to  one  el  the  Battaliions  of  this  County,  the  L<  Colonel  fomnri^ 
ehoseaand  Commissioned,  being  gone  to  sea  withont  leave  of  absence 
or  notice  of  his  Departure. 

I  would  have  called  the  Election  required^  but  I  was  just  writing 
I  Acie  to  aeatioft  ft  to  Council^  and  beg  their  dlrebtioii  for  the 
BiMfiMi  dmaAded. 

I  am  ffir 

with  the  greatest  respect 
.     .     .  Tour  Honors  mpst  ob*  Hble  Serv*. 

SAM-J.ATLKB. 
Directed^ 

On  publick  Servioo. 
.  The  HoBfaU.  WiUisBi  Mooro>  Es^^ire^  Ticb  Presid^t  ol  Peiin- 
iljlvaiiia* 


V*  P*  MOOBB  «ro  BoAKB  OF  Wab,  1780* 

deiktleBeni 

In  Answer  to  the  letters  fl*om  your  Hon^^  Board  of  the  i8^ 
Ult*  &  5^  Inst^^  I  am  to  acquaint  you  that  :|his  Stajte  is  not  pos- 
ses'd  of  any  Arms  but  what  are  for  the  Use  of  the  Militia,  &  as  we 
are  uncertain  how  soon  they  may  l^e  calFd  into  the  Field,  we  cannot 
Spare  them  tot  the  Use  Tou  mention. 

Indorsed, 

'  *  See  pages  &78»680. 
25* 
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Col.  Hyan  to  Y.  P.  Mo^bb,  1780. 

A  flketch  of  the  Da^  of  an  Offioeif  of  the  Folideio  Um  CBtj  of 
^  PhiladelpbiA. 

!■*.  He  should  be  alwajs  readj  to  attend  the  orders  of  ConncOji 
and  assist  (with  a  party  of  men  if  necess^)  to  apprehend  the  person 
or  seize  the  Papers  of  any  Body  obnozioos  to  the  liaws  of  thia 
State. 

2*^.  He  should  have  an  Office  open  where  every  stranger  ooming 
by  Sea  or  land,  upon  his  arrival  in  this  City  shoold"  register  bia 
Naiaey  if  be  staid  but  one  Night,  or  incur  a  certain  penalty. 

S'*.  He  should  make  returns  of  the  Names  registered  to  Council 
once  or  twice  a  Week  or  once  a  day  if  thought  necess)^. 

4^.  Erery  pereon  Begistered  phonld  pay  «09ie  amaU  eonaid^nllaif 
such  as  6'  or  a  shilling  Specie ;  this  would  in  a  great  iveaaura  anp* 
port  the  Office  and  not  make  it  Burthensome  io  the  State,  and  the 
Nomber  of  Names  given  in  to  Council  would  always  ac^  for  the 
money  reoeiv/d. 

5*^.  AH  keepers  of  Taverns,  lodging  houses,  &c.,  should  be  fine- 
able  if  they  reeeiv'd  any  Strangers  without  acquainting  them  of  the 
above  Office  &  the  Penalty  incured  for  nonconformance. 

Hon"«Sir,  '    ' 

The  within  Sketch  is  humbly  submitted  to  your  lioBor^fl  eonside- 
ratioD.  If  an  Officer  to  perform  the  Duty  ^with  any  alteratioBS, 
additions  or  amendments  that  may  be  thougnt  proper)  should  b« 
'  appointed,  I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  my  business  as  Inspector  is 
not  sufficient  employment,  and  I  would  irillinglv  do  thia  duty  like- 
wise. And  as  I  have  a  small  salary  already  as  Inspector  my  salary 
for  doing  thia  duty  need  not  be  so  much  as  if  done  by  anotlier 

ptBESOB. 

I  have  the  honor 

to  be  Hon*»*  Sir, 

your  obedient  aerv^j 

M.  RYAN. 

P.  S.  Should  the  Council  think  proper  I  would  rtta  ribe  risk  *of 
Jhe  office  supporting  itself,  and  require  no  other  salary  than  the 
within  mentioned  consideration* 

Oct^6%1780. 
Dirteiedj 

The  Honble.  William  Moore^  Esq*;  Vice  President  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Prss.  of  Congbbss  to  Pre6.  Rsv»,  178CL 

PhiladAlplusy  Ootober  7, 1780. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  Congress  to  inform  yon  that  a  Letter  hath  been 
reeelved  from  the  Commander  in  Chief  at  Head  Qaartera,  represent- 
ing that  "  the  Arm^  must  again  be  rednoed  to  Extremity  f6r  Want 
of  Floor  except  a  Supply  should  arrive  in  a  few  Bays.''  It  is 
therefore  the  earnest  request  of  Congress  that  what  remains  of  the 
juota  of  Flour  froni  your  State  may  be  sent  on  with  all  possibly 


I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  highest  resp^t^ 

>    ,    jQor  DxoeUeney'it  post  obed*  servant, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  Preddent.* 
JHricied^  '   '       : 

:  His  Bxcell'  The  President  of  Pennsylvania*     • 


Col.'BbblOr  to  Qol.  BkodShab,  1T80. 

October  lOtfa,  1760. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  received  youra  of  the  7tb  Insk.  this  mormng,  but  it  la  aot  ia  mi^ 
power  to  eive  yo^  a  just  retnm  as  yo«  request  until  the  last  of  thia- 
weeky  for  I  have  beea  oblidged  to  issue  ordera  to  preas  horses  it 
draught  loen,  as  I  could  not  get  Volunteers  enough,  of  which  I  bavo 
not  got  a  return  as  yet  .  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  I  am  afraid. 
wo  i£all  come  but  little  speed,  I  find  that  tka  Ooversment  of  Virg^ 
will  not  protect  me  in  any  thing  I  do  by  vertwe^of  the  laws  of  Virg*. 
since  Uieir  last  BesolutioD,  k  the  laws  of  Pensl*  have  not  as  yet 
taken- us  undler  th«r  pretedaom;  all  this  Iho  Oouatray  is  acquainted 
with,  so  that  evoiy  thing  I  do  is  at  the  Bisque  of  ray  Forlnao  unless 
protected  by  Uie  States.  If  it  had  not  beea  to  forward  an  Sxpedi- 
tian  I  should  have  declined  acting  a  good  while.agcS  as  aofmaa  ever 
had  a  noia  dingreeable  time  of  it  than*  I  havo  at  peestaty  having 
no  law  to  delcBd  me— Wo  are  assurad  of  your  good  intentions  for  tho 
safety  of  the  CouBlrey/&  are  vary  sorry  thai  wotettaot  act  with  that^ 
spirit  that  we  ought  to  do.  Buihope  tho  laws  of  Pen*  ^itl  either  bo 
oxtended  in  a  lew  Days  froin  this  time,  or  the  Lawrof  Virg*  be  kept 
ia  -force.  It-is  rery  uhappy  fcr  this  Ooimttey  that  the  two  ooih 
tending  Btateahas  not  provided  a  better  way  for  iho  defmioe  of  thia 

.         «SooOQLBec»Y«ft..XIL,p»^0a 
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Conntrey  than  to  let  it  611  between  them  both  nntil  matien  are 
settled  bellreei  tkbm. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest 

Respect^  Dear  Sif;  year  most  obed*  Hble  serv*, 
JOSEPH  BBELOR,  ColL 
withoai  Law  to  protect  me. 
Direei&d,  ^ 

Oolo.  Brodhead. 
Copy. 


Wm«  McOleebt  to  doL.  Beodhkad,  1780. 

HonODgahala  Cdntify;  Oct'  11th,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

Year  fayonr  ^  express  just  now  came  to  hand,  it  b^Dff  on  pnblie 
service— Ool"  Evans  being  at  this  ddva  Ihe  Oobnttey,  I  open'd  it 
and  there  find  yon  are  agaia  Obliged  to  postpope  yonr  intended  ex- 
pedition, yon  call  for  a  Betnrn  of  the  number  of  men  and  Horses 
that  yon  may  4epend  on  from  this  County,  which .  I  am  unable  at 
this  to  furttish  you  With,  as  all  the  return^  were  made  to  Col*  Evans, 
and  he  beins  from  home,  I  can't  come  immediately  at  them.  How- 
ever Be  iir  f  ean  infilrm  yon  that  upon  the  receipt  of  yonr  Letter  I 
went  to  the  Officers  of  the  second  jBattalion  of  our  County  Hiliiia^ 
Who  happened  to  be  tfaes  a«embled  in  Gebenl  Mneter  k  made  the 
Aattef  known  to  thetn,  at  the  some  time  calFd  upon  them  fox  a 
Copy  of  their  Betems,  madeio  Col*  Evans,  that  I  might  as  near  as 
possible  comply  witb  your  request,  &  they  (after  someooBsuitatien 
Held  on  ^e  matter)  gave  it  on  fbr  answer,  That  as. they  found  all 
their  hopes  of  Relief  from  a  Campaign  being  this  fall  earned  against 
their  Indian  Enemies  were  abortive^  and  knowing  that  their  fnmtieis 
were  at  60  to  70  Mile  in  Length,  were  infested  With  the  BUmgm 
kiHtiig  their  People,  hate  at  last  obliged  diem  -to  aay  they  can^t  spate 
any  men^further  tMimg  that  they  are  heartify  emry  that  there 
sfaeuU  be  the  least  seeising  Janr  or  deseettting  Voice  friom  the  ^orders 
df  Oolenel  Bnedhesd,  as  a  Commanding  Diioer  for  the  defi»de  ef 
^18  Counivy,  hat  from  his  never  having  it  in  his  power  for  want  (as 
we  conceive)  of  the  necessary  snppliee  te.pnt  his  Ssbemes  in  eseta- 
tion,  during  th«  wheleoenrse  of  last  finmmecij^  FaU,  A  onr  unhappy 
Feople  dafly  fallitig  an  e*8j  pray  to  the  Sbemy,  obliges  them  to 
throw  off  all  dependihiee  on  any  natumi  aid  on  thie  side  off  the 
Mountains  this  fhll,  bM  that  of  themselves  for  their  relief;  ind 
therefore  they  mean  to  embe<fy,attd  take  the  mesii^aiiariile  methtids 
for  their  defense,  and  under  these  circumstances  they  think  their 
number  is  already  too  enmll  without  an^  4Wlsieii.    Notwithstanding 


they  were  ready  twice  last  sammer,  both  with  Men,  Hones,  and 
ProTiBionSy  to^  have  oompiyd  with  your  reqiuaiHpn  ^ly>  had  you 
pat  your  plan  in  execution,  t  have  (as  I  look  upon  it  my  duty  least 
any  deception  shonld  take  place)  stated  the  matter  tmly,  as  I  took 
it  from  ihff  OMoers  Months.  And  now  permit  me  to  observe  to  you 
that  the  state  of  onr,  frontiers  is  really  deplorable,  to  see  helpless 
Womeii  &  OhtMren  flying  befoi%  the  ravages  of  this  Savage,  and 
that  even  while  pwrt  of  ns  ik  ei^gaged  in  borying  of  our  Neighbovrtf 
that  have  been  butehelred  by  them.  Others  of  as  is  falling  a  saerifieef 
t(»  thebr  HeRish  InYentions,  those  and  many  other  matters  that  have* 
oottie  ^nder  yoiir  OogniiaBee  I  hop^  yon  will  fas  a  Ariend  to  humaft 
x^tiire)  state  in  a  proper  Hght  to  the  Boaid  rrpm  the^  which  proper 
itlief  "Can  he  bkd.  I  haveithe  Honor  to  be  with  doe  respect 
D'Sir, 

y  most  Obed^  Hble  Serv*, 

W-  M-CLEBRY. 


Jbxrected, 

ToOoW 
Oomm*  W.  Dep^. 


To  Con.  Danl.  BrodhiBad^  ) 


Adam  Kvks  ro  Pmb.  Bbsd,  1780» 

Sir 

t  beg  leave  to  represent  to  yon?  Ezeellencyi  in  the  most  respeot- 
fttl  manner,  that  I  have  not  hitherto  been  able  to  procare  the  Sureties, 
required  of  me  by  the  Resolve  of  the  honourable  supreme  executive 
Council :  That  the  Yessel  in  which  I  arrived  here  hath  been  stripped 
of  her  Sails,  and  that  she  is  not  in  a  condition  to  pot  to  Sea,  as  she 
sprung  a  leak  in  the  passage  from  St.  Croix :  That  my  Wife,  tho 
greatly  recovered,  continues  much ,  indisposed  t  is  yet  confined  to 
her  bed.  I  therefore  entreat  your  Excellency  to  lay  my  case  before 
the  honourable  supreme  Executive  Council  that  they  may  indulge 
me  with  such  relief  afr  the  one  Te<ltdres.  I  have  the  honour  to  be 
TbVar  Excellency's 

mo^t  obedient 

hamble  Servant, 

ADAM  KUHN.* 
Philad%  October  14th;  1780. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  501,  602,  604,  606,  516,  617. 
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John  Hublbt  to  Pm8,  Mooiic,  1T80. 

Laneasteri  Oct"^^  14U&^  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

This  will  be  handed  to  yoa  by  Br.  Frederiok  Kuhn  a  Oentlemta 
muoh  esteemed  here.  He  is  a  Brother  to  D.octor  Adam  Kaha,  has 
long  distiDgnished  himself  as  a  Whig  and  is  pera^nallj  known  to  me 
from  his  infanej.  The  affair  of  h^  Brother  having  reached  this 
place  has  thrown  him  into  much  anxiety,  and  He  goes  to  Phila- 
delphia on  tha^  buissineas.  The  purport  therefore  of  this  is  that  I 
woald  wish  you  aqoainted  with  the  I>ootors  Political  Character  and 
shonld  he  have  any  bassiness  to  transact  before  Conncil  on  his 
Brothers  behalf,  yoa  will  be  so  gpod  as  to  consider  this  Gentleman 
a  Real  Friend  to  this  Country,  and  not  only  by  good  wishes  towards 
it  but  by  peraonally  serving  it  for  a  long  Time  in  the  medical  de- 

^  partment  untill  he  wss  obliged  to  leave  it,  with  the  losa  of  his 
Health  and  danger  of  his  life.  The  exact  Case  of  his  Brother  is  not 
yet  understood  nere,  but  we  hear  that  in  his  return  from  t^  W^ 
Indies,  he  came  to  New  York  and  from  there  to  Philadelphia  in 
consequence  of  which  He  is  banished  the  State.  There  remains 
no  doubt  with  me  but  Council  will  do  exactly  that  which  is  rigfatf 
upon  considering  the  whole  of  the  Doctors  circumstances,  and  would 
only  beg  to  sifggest  that  tho'  the'  J)ootr.  in  h^  politidi^  Charscter 
has  observed  a  Line  to  walk  in  so  as  not  to  take  side  with  either 
Party  in  thb  Contest,  which  truly  Is  not  only  very  reprehensible 
but  very  unjustifiable,  as  no  man  ought,  (let  his  station  of  JLife  be 

.  what  it  may)  avail  himself  of  the  issue  of  this  dispute,  (let  it  turn 
what  way  it  will)  who  did  not  partake  of  the  Toil  risque  and  danger 
of  it.  Yet  the  acknowledged  abilities  of  the  Doctor  in  his  pro- 
fbssion  his  great  use  to  the  risiuff  generation  in  that  way  will  perhaps 
induce  Council,  should  his  exile  he  determined  on  to  eontiuue  It  only 
dunng  the  War,  that  he  then  may  return  to  his  native  Country. 
I  am  Dear  Sir, 

your  most  obed^ 
&  fery  hbl«  Servt 

JOHNTHUBLEY. 

P.  S.  His  Excellency  having  chiefly  finished  his  Bussiness  here 
will  set  out  to  morrow  for  York,  He  is  in  good  Health,  but  Mr. 
Bayard  is  not  very  well. 

Directed f  •  .  •  ♦ 

-  The  Honble  William  Moore  Vice  President  of  Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia.  ^ 

^  favour  of  Doctr.  Fred.  Euhn. 
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.  Majoe  Gjbi^.  La  Fayjcitb  to  Gbn.  Watne,  1780. 

LigJbi  Camp  8^^*  Um  IGth,  1780. 

I  beg  j^aot  pardon,  my  dear  fmiid,  for  not  eoUiBg  on  yam.  whea 
Betttmiog  ftom  bead  qnarten.  But  I  was  detain^  ao  lata  Bj  a 
QjBrmoB  that  waa  preached  Before  the  door  that  I  waa  aflenrwds 
Q*teh'4  By  the  Baio  and  the  nighW->the  Enemy  haye  embarked 
ibeyr  Qrenadierey  light  infantry,  aome  dragoons,  and  two  Regiments 
r-^some  Mj  Clinton  ia  going — tbey  fell  down  the  narrows  yesterday 
-7* Arnold  is  despised  By  evwy  Body  Bnt  the  general  offioera  of  the 
British  amy  who  tveat  bim  ?ery  well— *cneh  are,  my  dear  Sir,  the' 
intelligenees  I  have  pick'd  Up. 

1  wish  yon  wonld  eome  and  dine  to  Borrow  with  me — ^Bring  along 
your  famyy  and  my  friend  Bntlef^^yon  will  be  a  fine  feUow  if  yon 
aocept. 

Yonrfnendy 

LA  FAYETTE. 

Oeneral  Wayne. 
La  Fayette  M..  G. 


Brio.  Gkn.  Waynb  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Camp  at  Totowa  17th  Ootr.  1780. 
Pear  Sir, 

In  my  letter  of  the  26th  Jnly,  I  informed  yon  that  I  had  it  in 
Command  from  his  Ezoellcnoy  QenL  Washington  to  ask  for  as 
mnefa  ted  Cloth  aa  wonld  be  anffioient  to  fuse  the  nniforms  of  the 
troops  belonging  to  thia  state,  that  the  Clothing  whieh  had  arri?ed 
Waa  an  Unefaoed  with  white,. &o,  &o., 

I  am  extreme^  aorry  to  be  neoessitated  to  contradict  the  aoct.  of 
the  arrifil  of  the  Clothing*  I  have  it  again  in  Command  from  the 
Oenersl  to  acquaint  yon  k  the  Honorable  Conncil,  that  the  Intelli- 
gence he  has  jnst  reed,  is,  that  thn/  the  wanton  neglect  of  our 
Agents  in  franco,  no  more  than  thirteen  hundred  Coats  have  been 
yet  sent,  on,  altho'  hj  certain  Intell^enoe  there  were  not  leib  than 
10, 000  Suits  laying  ready  long  before  the  Sailing  of  the  first  Divi- 
sioi)  fcr  A^m^fiea. 

It  is  said  that  they  will  yet  be  sent  by  Capt.  Paul  Jones  in  tiie- 
Atiidf  should  tbiit  be  the  ease  hie  afrivsl  may  be  prevented  by  the 
Intervention  of  a  superior  foroe,  and  the  chanoes  are  so  much  againat 
hin^  that  I  see  nothing  but  thje  most  gloomy  prospecta  with  lei^ect 
to  thia  Essential  erticle.   ^ 

I  am  therefore.  Indnced  to  call  upon  the  Honorable  Conneil  to 
adcfi  soma  mode  to  ptoeore  n  fresh  supply  of  Blankets^  &  winter 


568  PftNKSTLVANIiL  ABCBlVfiS  ITM. 

Cloihiog,  for  the  OiEaera  t  priTates  bdoogiag  to  the  Sttta  of 
PennaiL  The  weather  begine  to  piiioh--^ard  neoeen^  obKgee  us  Co 
be  eeonomiBte— cor  Soldiers  aniforme  ere  maeh  w<»ii  k  oat  of  repair, 
we  have  adopted  the  Idear  of  OnrtaOing  the  Goats  to  repair  the 
BlbowsAother  defeetite  parU  fow  which  we  shall  ItaAediataly 
want  Beediee  A  tihread^  will  joor  £ioeUeiie(f  be  so  OUigiag  as  to 
Siieot  them  to  be  proeured  k  eetit  to  Oamp  with  the  ot^  Stores, 
With  all  poflsible  Dispatch,  k  appoiiit  Lieat.  DuDgin  of  the  Wk 
Begt  or  Mr.  LitUe  Sfeste  Clothier  in  plaee  of  the  GendesMi  Itftriy 
dismissed  the  Sernee  b  j  the  sentanee  of  a  Genl.  OonH  Mii^I. 

I  wish  I  oonld  with  troth  Inform  yon  that  our  prospeets  were  altering 
for  the  better,  bnt  that  not  being  the  ease,  I  mnst  eamettly  request 
a  earefnl  pernsal  of  my  letter  of  the  17th  Ultimo,  A  a  dne  atten- 
tion tosQoh  parts  of  it  as  may  in  year  opinioa  toerit  it,  among 
others  that  of  sending  ns  a  supply 'of  hard  Otth  for  the  pnrpoM  of 
paying  the  recmits  we  hare  already  lolisted  on  Uiis  gronna,  ft  as 
mnch  more  as  yon  ean  eontettiently  afford.  I  believe  the  number 
issomewhem  bft^e#n  thirty  k  forty,  and  more  Inlisting  erery  day. 

I  have  just  reed,  the  Inclosed  firom  the  Marqnis  La&yetfte.  X 
would  advise  you  to  look  to  your  own  bay  k  Biver,  but  from  Cir- 
cumstances am  rather  of  opinion  the  Cheiapeake  wiU  be  thdr  point 
of  Operation — they  have  Certainly  suled,  &  it  is  also  said  that  the 
Cork  fleet  arrived  the  day  before  yesterday. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

frilh  angular  Esteem  you  Excellency's 

most  obt  k  very  Hume.  Servt 

ANTT.  WAYNE  B.  O. 

Oommft.  the  Pennsa.  liine. 

His  Excellency  Jos  Reed  Esqr. 

N.  B.  is  there  not  some  design  in  Ineombering  Pennst.  wiA  a 
Begt  of  totificenk  &e,  &e^  &  &MiaeiDg  your  Operating  army  to  Six 
Regiments  Oonnecitcut  is  not  Intitled  to  it,  but  will  1^  as  powerAil 
ib  the  field  to  Pennsa.  why  should  not  they  have  a  proportion  of 
artificers,  &s  k  you  Sight  Regiments  of  Infantry  f-^I  dent  iiko* 
appeanmees.    .    . 


OoL.  DAirfi.  Brodhsip  m  Pbsb.  RbeB)  1780. 

Fort  Pitt,  Oer  17%  17*)* 
Bisfar  Sir, 

In  fbll  oenfidence  that  a  sufficient  eupplr  of  PfOvWiont  wonU* 
sooner  or  later  be  famished  for  the  IVoope  m  this  DistHct  «s  ivell 
at  for  iuch  number  of  MiMUa'as  policy  or  th#  extgeneieB  of  aftiin 
might  render  it  necessary  to  call  into  action.  I  with  a  tiOw  to  out* 
off  the  Wyandotte  k  other  Indian  Towns  that  were  very  ttenblesome 
to  our  BoltUmientSy  tailed.  <or  a  Dmuj^t  Hmn.tht  MiMtia  *t  thie» 
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AfPeroDft  times,  and  mm  as  often  disappointed  in  obtaining  Provi- 
sions, which  with  the  unsettled  state  of  the  boandarj  between  Pen« 
sjlvania  k  Virginia  has  greatlj  disooaraged  the  Inhabitants,  and  I 
apprehend  gtren  a  handle  to  the  Disaffected.  I  take  the  liberty  to 
endose  oopies  of  letters  lately  received  from  Colonels  Beelor  k  Mc. 
Oleerj  purporting  some  of  the  above  facts.* 

The  Troops  are  again  without  Provisions,  my  parties  in  the  Oonn- 
try  are  as  Industrious  as  Circumstances  will  admit,  but  the  Inhab- 
itants disappoint  them  by  driving  their  Cattle  into  the  Mountains ; 
and  they  now  threaten  to  rise  in  arn^  against  them,  whilst  others 
threaten  them  with  Writs  k  Passes,  I  do  not  however  despait  of 
obtaining  a  quantity  of  Fkmr;  But  conceive  it  will  be  next  to  an 
impoesibdlity  to  procure  any  considerable  quantity  of  Beef  or  Pork, 
on  this  side  the  mountains,  to  lay  up  fcr  the  Winter  Season,  and  it 
is  but  too  likely  that  the  prosecution  of  Compulsory  means,  will  be 
productive  of  Bloodshed  amongst  our  own  Citizens. 

The  Delaware  Chiefs  with  upwards  of  thirty  warriors  are  come  to 
aid  me  upon  an  Expedition,  but  as  I  have  neither  Bread  nor  Meat 
to  give  them,  they  will  soon  discoyer  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
act  offensively.  They  appear  much  dejected  on  account  of  the 
total  want  of  goods,  which  they  were  promised  in  exchange  for  their 
peltry. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  perfect  Hespect  Dear  Sir, 

your  most  Obed<  Servt., 

DANIEL  BBODHEAD. 

P.  S.  As  the  Inhabitants  are  clamorous,  it  is  probable  they 
will  make  some  unjust  Representations,  of  our  new  mode  of  getting 
supplies,  to  the  Honble  Executive  Council.  Wherefore  to  convince 
you,  that  I  mean  to  be  as  tender  of  them  as  possible,  I  have  taken 
the  liberty  to  ineloie  a  copy  of  the  Instraotions  I  gave  for  taking 
Cattle,  &C. 

D.  B. 
Directed^ 

His  Exoelly  Jos.  Beed,  Esqr. 


David  S.  Franks  to  Council,  1780. 

Robinsons  House,  20^  Oet.,  1780. 
Sir, 

His  Bxoelleney  the  Commander  in  Chief  has  with  great  Oeneroaity 
granted  me  a  Court  of  Enquiry,  and  I  have  a  few  days  since  moved 
him  to  snfifer  the  Court  to  go  into  an  investiffation  of  my  Conduci 
whilst  acting  as  Aid  do  Camp  to  Arnold  at  Pbilad%  adverting  par- 

*  Bee  pag«s  688,  684. 
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tionMj  to  that  Part  on  wUoh  a  Scandaloiu  Bopot t  of  Porjuiy  i 
to  be  foondod. 

I  Doed  not  urge  to  joa  Sir,  the  evil  Effects  such  &  Report  maj 
create  to  my  Character,  or  my  anxiety  to  remove  them,  aa  far  as  ia 
me  lays,  and  I  trust  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  forward  any  l^sper 
or  Copies  of  them  now  in  the  Possession  of  the  Honble  the  Council 
which  may  seem  to  criminate  me  in  the  smallest  degree.  I  am 
fully  conscious  of  my  own  Innocence  in  this  affair,  and  hope  U&a 
Honorable  the  Executive  Council  will  he  so  obliging  as  to  give  me 
every  opportunity  of  clearing  a  Character  which  is  my  only  suppor^ 
by  forwarding  the  Papers  mentioned  to  Hie  Exqellenoy  Geaend 
Washington. 

I  am  8%  wiih  Respect 

Tour  very  bum.  Servant; 

DAV-  S.  FRANKS  * 
Directedy 

Honb'  T.  Matlack,  Esquire,  Sec^  to  The  Hon'*  the  Executive 
Council  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Pees,  of  Congress  to  Pres.  Bebd,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  October  20, 1780. 
Circular. 
Sir, 

Yonr  Excellency  will  receive  herewith  cfnclosed  a  Proclamation'f 
secommending  Thursday  the  seventh  Day  of  December  next  to  be 
observed  as  a  Day  of  Thanksgiving  &  Pirayer. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  reepect 

your  Bzcdlenoy's  obedient  humble  Serv«nt^ 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 
Dtrectedf 
His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Wm.  Hamilton  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Believe  me  Sir,  it  is  with  the  deepest  Rernt  that  I  now  trouble 
you  on  the  Subject  of  my  Imprisonment^  and  more  especially,  since 
my  addresses  to  Council.  But  the  pressing  necessity  of  the  mea- 
sure,  and  the  almost  inconceivable  Diffienlties  which  attend  my  Situ- 
ation, will  I  trust  apologise  for  me,  on  this  occasion.  My  affairs  nofr- 
witiistanding  every  Effort  in  my  power  continue  still  in  A  very  u»- 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  496,  496. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XIL.  p.  616. 
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settled  State  Herej  (nnless  those  with  whom  I  have  Basiness  will 
attend^)  every  Transaction  must  be  managed  by  a  third  person  ; 
this  oooasions  a  yariety  of  messages  backward  &  forward,  before 
any  one  piece  of  Business  can  be  finished,  and  many  persons 
with  whom  1  have  had  Dealings  either  neglect,  or  do  not  chose  to  at- 
tend me.  The  present  Illness  of  my  Brother,  prevents  that  aasis* 
tance  which  he  would  otherwise  willingly  afford  die,  and  although  ho 
best  knows  the  Circamstanoes  of  my  Estate,  I  Can  neither  reach  him, 
nor  he  me,  to  give  the  least  advice  to  a  person  whose  Ideas  may  be 
readily  supposed  in  a  very  deranged  State.  The  Age  and  Infirmities 
of  my  Mother  and  Grandmother  (partioularly  the  latter,  who  oannot 
be  moved  at  all)  and  whose  Estates,  being  personal,  have  so  much 
suffered  from  the  times,  as  to  make  them  almost  dependant  on  ne  ; 
these  I  say,  call  for  all  my  filial  Duty  and  affection,  they  are  nearest 
my  Heart,  and  I  wonld  wish  to  be  with  them  during  the  Remainder 
of  the  date  allotted  for  my  Departure  and  make  sooh  provisions  for 
their  future  decent  and  oomfortable  Support  as  would  be  most 
agrooable  to  them,  and  easy  to  myself.  This  is  scarce  possible  to  be 
dione  whilst  I  remain  in  prison,  and  my  Grandmother  is  too  infirm  to 
be  brought  hither. 

My  other  Business,  for  the  most  part,  lies  on  my  Farm,  where  it  is 
easy  to  suppose  more  may  be  done  with  my  personal  presence  in  one 
Hour  than  in  three  by  directions  from  hence. 

These  Sir,  are  but  Hints  of  the  various  Inconveniences,  I  lay  un^ 
der  in  the  Conduct  of  my  affairs.  Others  will  doubtless  suggest 
themselves  to  vour  Honor,  on  a  moments  Reflection,  they  urge  me  to 
this  address  they  persuade  me  to  suppose,  that  the  Indulgence  of 
my  personal  Liberty  under  such  Restraint  (as  to  place)  as  may  be 
thought  requisite  under  proper  security  &  untill  the  sailing  of  the 
vessel  cannot  be  productive  of  any  publiek  prejudice  and  on  the 
other  hand  will  be  ezeeedinffly  useful.  The  favor  will  be  deeply 
felt,  and  it  may  be  fully  relied  on,  not  in  the  slightest  Instance 
abused. 

Shall  I  venture  to  hope  from  the  humanity  of  your  Disposition 
for  your  kind  Interposition  with  the  honourable  the  Council  in  this 
matter. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  most  perfect 

Respect  Your  Hon**^  most  obed.  Servt. 

W.  HAMILTON.* 

New  Gaol,  October  22',  1780. 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII,  pp.  405,  490,  602,  508,  620. 
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Col.  Sam.  £ba  to  Pbbs.  Bssb,  1^80. 

Mountbethel;  October  24^  1780. 
May  it  please  your  Exoellenoy, 

Since  my  last  of  the  17th  «lt.  haying  reod.  Orders  from  Goniicil 
to  send  one  class  of  Militia,  having  previously  called  upon  the  de* 
linqnentsof  the  several  Battaliiensy  there  was  drawn  forth  almost  con- 
trary to  ezpection  to  the  number  of  104  Privates  ezclunve  of 
Officers,  they  are  under  Lieut.  Col.  Qieger  are  stationed  alone  the 
verge  of  the  Frontiers  from  fierks  County  to  the  Wind  Gap  and  the 
7  mcmths  men,  from  thence  at  the  most  exposed  places  up  Del»* 
ware,  and  we  hive  reserved  the  next  Class  in  Tour  to  relieve  those 
now  on  duty  when  their  time  expires  which  will  be  abooi  the  20th  of 
next  month  which  I  hope  Council  may  approve  I  Beg  leave  to 
inform  Council  that  a  great  uneasiness  prevails  among  the  Yolun- 
teers  and  Militia  that  they  not  hitherto  received  any  part  of  their 
Pay  &  that  some  of  them  suffer  for  want  of  shoes  and  other  neeeasarys. 
And  I  am  afraid  that  the  Fines  even  when  received  will  not  be 
in  proportion  to  their  demands.  I  hope  some  means  may  be  devised 
to  relieve  them.  Yesterday  I  had  appointed  the  Sub.  Lieuts.  to 
meet  in  order  to  setle  Acot,  but  they  seem  unwilling  to  setle,  the 
price  of  wheat  at  £20  ^  Bushel  nor  could  we  certainly  know  whether 
or  not  the  Assembly  at  their  hst  Sessions  had  limited  the  price  (as  re- 
ported) here  and  being  throng  with  some  other  unavoidable  Business 
we  adjourned  until  we  could  he  better  informed  which  hath  frustrated 
my  Intention  of  sending  their  Accts  at  this  time. 

Col.  Baliort  informs  me  that  he  had  Given  Council  a  relation  of  the 
killed  and  wounded  he  had  found  Burned  near  Neskipeki  as  he  was 
at  the  pbce  of  action  his  Accts  must  be  as  near  the  truth  as  any  I 
could  procure,  tho  since  that  Time  Lieut.  Myers,  who  was  taken  by 
the  enemy  in  that  unhappy  action  hath  made  his  escape  from  the 
savages  &  reports  that  ensign  Scoby  and  one  Private  was  taken  with 
him  and  that  the  party  consisted  of  80  Indians  and  one  white  savage, 
that  they  had  13  Scalps  along  with  them  that  several  of  them  were 
wounded  &  suposes  some  killed. 

I  have  called  upon  Col.  Wetzel  the  former  Lieut,  for  the  Pub- 
lick  Arms  he  informs  me  by  Letter  that  the  State  Armouror 
Mr.  Tyler  had  kept  the  Acct  thereof  Mr.  Tyler  met  me  yesterday  & 
says  that  he  hath  made  monthly  returns  to  Counoilj  of  his  proceed- 
ing which  I  shall  be  glad  to  find  to  be  fact. 

I  am  your  Excellencys  most  obedient  & 
Very  Humble  Servt 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Bead,  Esq^  Presd. 

SAML.  REA,  I^eut. 
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Bftio.  6bn.  Watnb  to  Pbss.  Bbsd,  1780. 

Camp,  at  Totowa,  25«*  Ootb',  '80. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  did  mjBelf  the  honor  to  address  yon  the  17^^  Instant,  &  took  the 
libertj  to  ask  for  a  quantity  of  thread  and  needles,  to  be  forwarded 
hy  M'  Little ;  but  as  he  came  away  without  them,  I  must  beg  leave 
to  reiterate  my  request,  &  desire  that  they  may  be  sent  on  with  all 
possible  dispatch,  as  every  day  adds  to  our  distress,  &  renders  an 
Immediate  supply  of  these  articles  Indispensably  necessary. 

I  believe  no  Army  before  this  was  ever  put  to  such  shifts,  in 
order  to  have  even  the  appearance  of  uniformity — when  the  Charge 
of  the  Penns*  Division  devolved  on  me,  after  the  removal  of  Oenl. 
St.  Clair  to  the  command  of  the  left  wing,  I  thought  of  an  expedient 
of  reducing  the  heterogenius  of  new,  old,  cock'd  &  Hoped  bats  & 
pieces  of  hats,  to  Infantry  Caps,  in  which  we  succeeded  very  well — 
by  making  three  decent  caps  out  of  one  tolerable  &  two  very  ordinary 
hats,  to  which  we  added,  as  an  embellishment,  a  white  plume  &  a 
Comb  of  flowing  red  hair. 

We  now  shall^ry  the  experiment  of  making  three  short  Coats  out 
of  three  old  tattered  long  ones.  I  must  acknowledge  they  would 
answer  much  better  for  the  Spring  than  fall ;  but  without  something 
done  in  this  way,  we  shall  be  naked  in  the  course  of  two  or  three 
weeks ; — nor  will  even  this  expedient  answer  longer  than  Christmas. 

For  God  sake,  use  every  possible  means  to  procure  Cloathing  for 
both  officers  k  men  by  that  time,  at  furthest. 

I  must  again  request  you  to  forward  a  Quantity  of  Hard  Cash  for  the 
purpose  of  Recruiting ;  if  we  had  it  at  this  period,  we  could  Inlist 
a  Considerable  number  of  the  new  Levies,  who  are  much  preferable 
to  any  which  Col.  Nicola  sends  us ;  nor  sho'  we  be  Imposed  on  bv 
Deserters. — I  have  already  mentioned  my  Ideas  very  fully  on  this 
subject,  the  17*  Ultimo. 

Capt.  Finney,  the  bearer  of  this,  waits  on  your  Excellency  in 
behalf  of  the  Captains  and  Sub"  of  the  line — I  am  Confident  that 
every  reasonable  requisition  will  be  attended  to — and  I  believe  the 
Gentlemen  will  make  no  other. 

I  oonld  not  deny  the  Indulgence  of  permitting  one  of  their  body 
to  attend  the  Honbl.  Council — ^it  is  not  a  time  to  tamper  with  their 
feelings; — ^you'l  have  the  goodness  to  pardon  this  freedom,  and  be- 
lieve me,  with  much  Esteem, 

Your  Excellency's  most  Ob* 
Hum.  ServS 

ANrr  WAYNE. 
Directed, — On  public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  pres*  of  Pennsylvania. 

^  Capt.  Finney. 

♦  See  p.  587. 
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John  Vandsrbn,  Juir.,  to  Cou  Jacob  Moroak,  1780. 

Philad%  Oct.  26*,  1780. 
Sir, 

Yours  of  yesterday  was  lianded  to  me,  wherein  you  say  "  yon  are 
Ordered  by  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  this  State,  to  demand 
an  immediate  Account  of  the  Flour  delivered  for  the  Use  of  the 
Army,  and  if  the  whole  Amount  of  the  money  advanced  is  not 
delivered,  to  furnish  Council  with  the  reasons  why  it  is  not,  agree- 
able to  the  proposals  made  by  me ;"  In  answer  to  which  I  most 
loform  you,  that  to  the  Amount  of  every  farthing  of  the  money  I 
have  received  of  the  Commodore  will  be  delivered  this  week  at  this 
place  and  Easton,  tho'  not  agreeable  to  the  Proposals  made  by  me 
and  accepted  by  Council.  The  proposals  you  allude  to  you  know 
Council  engaged,  or  at  least  the  Commodore  under  their  sanction,  to 
advance  Four  hundred  and  ninety  five  thousand  pounds,  in  the  Course 
of  fourteen  days,  being  the  fourth  part ;  (which  I  was  to  have  been 
kept  in  advance)  you  likewise  must  remember  I  did  not  Obligate 
myself  to  deliver  a  single  Barrel  till  such  advance  was  completed, 
which  has  never  yet  been  done.  The  Honorable  the  Vice  President 
&  the  Chief  Justice  may  Remember  they  wrote  a  Letter  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Delaware  State,  to  permit  five  thousand  bushels  of  wheat 
to  pass  through  his  Government,  for  the  Use  of  the  Army,  which  in 
part  has  been  happily  Effected.  The  whole  quantitv  was  detained 
for  two  weeks  for  want  of  the  whole  Sum  of  money,  which  amounted 
to  £168,750,  at  which  time  I  had  not  half  that  Sum  in  my  hands, 
but  every  moment  expected  to  receive  it  from  the  Commodore, 
agreeable  to  the  Contract ;  but  in  that  I  was  disappointed.  I  have 
Delivered  Flour  at  Easton  and  Philadelphia,  to  the  Amount  of  £120, 
600,  as.^  Account.  The  ballance,  £67,  000,  I  expect  to  deliver 
every  moment  from  the  Brandy  wine  Mills,  were  part  of  the  5000 
Bushels  are  grinding,  which  would  have  been  Delivered  ere  this,  but 
a  long  and  severe  fit  of  Illness  has  put  the  matter  a  few  daya  back. 

I  need  not  point  out  to  you  the  Treatment  I  have  received,  and 
what  I  have  suffered  with  regard  to  the  Contract  in  Question^  as  thej 
must  appear  Obvious  to  you. 

I  am,  Sir, 

your  bblo.  aerrt., 

JOHN  VANDEREN,  fm. 

Directed  y 
Gol.  Jaoeb  Morgan,  Prst. 
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Okbt'l  Watnb  To  Col.  Brodhbad,  1780, 

Camp  %i  Totowa,  2"*  Nov,  1780. 
Dear  Colonel, 

I  have  it  in  command  from  Hia  Exes'  Cknefal  Washington  to 
transmit  to  joa  the  inclosed  copy  of  the  new  arrangement  of  the  army, 
by  which  you'l  find  that  the  qaota  of  Infantry  for  the  State  of  Penn- 
aylvania  are  reduced  to  six  KegimentSy  consequently  we  shall  have 
a  number  of  supernumerary  field  Officers  and  Captains  many  of 
whom  may  chuse  to  retire  from  the  field  and  accept  of  the  Hon'ble 
proyision  made  for  them  by  sundry  acts  of  Congress,  particularly 
those  of  the  S'*  and  twenty  first  Ult%  which  is  giving  Several  brave  and 
worthy  Officers  (whos^  local  circumstances  would  not  admit  of  their 
continuing  much  longer  in  the  service)  an  opportunity  of  rcturoinjg 
to  the  rank  of  citizens  with  a  genteel  annuity  for  life  and  an  exemp- 
tion from  petty  Offices  and  Militia  duty  yet  eligible  to  any  post 
of  honor  or  profit  in  the  civil  Line  that  their  Country  may  think 
proper  to  bestow  without  interfering  with  their  half  pay,  or  other 
emoluments. 

Btit  as  this  arrangement  and  incorporation  of  Regiments  will  take 
on  the  first  of  January  next,  it  will  be  indispensibly  necessary  that 
a  return  of  those  Officers  who  wish  to  continue  in  service  belonging 
to  the  eighth  Regiment  with  the  dates  of  their  Commissions,  together 
with  the  non-Commissioned  Officers  and  privates  inlisted  for  the 
War  should  be  transmitted  to  this  Army  previous  to  that  period  as 
we  can  not  go  on  with  the  arrangement  without  it.  You  will  there- 
fore please  to  forward  the  Return  with  all  possible  dispatch  by  Lieu- 
tenant MoFarlin  who  is  sent  express  on  the  occasion. 

I  mentioned  field  Officers  and  Captains  only  because  we  shall  be 

in  want  of  Subalterns  therefore  none  of  that  Class  can  be  permitted 

to  retire  with  those  emoluments  nor  can  any  other  Officer  after  the 

first  day  of  January,  (unless  he  be  a  supernumerary)  so  that  this 

'  is  the  Crisis  to  determine. 

Will  you  be  so  obliging  as  to  present  my  best  and  kindest  wbhes 
to  the  Gentlemen  under  your  Command  and  believe  me  with  sincere 
esteem, 

•^  Tour  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  servant, 

ANTT  WAYNE, 
Commands  the  Penn.  Line  at  Gamp. 

P.  8.  It  will  be  necessary  for  every  Officer  who  continues  in  the 
service  as  well  as  those  who  chuse  to  retire  to  sign  their  namCb  to 
the  return  to  the  end  that  they  may  be  properly  registered. 

I  had  forgot  to  mention  that  by  a  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the 
third  Ultimo,  those  Officers  who  retire  are  intitled  to  the  same  lands 
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and  emolaments  at  Uie  termination  of  the  War — u  thoee  who  will 
tinae  ezclttUTe  of  their  half  pay  for  life  in  epeeie  or  an  eqniTalent. 

ANTHONY  WAYNE. 
Jhdoncd^ — ^From  General  Wayne  to  Colonel  Brodhead. 


Col.  Brodhbad  to  Pbbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Fort  Pitt,  Nor  2-  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  still  disappointed  of  making  an  Expedition  against  the  Hos- 
tile Indians.  Provissions  are  oollected  bat  slowly,  and  they  soarody 
answer  our  Daily  consumption. 

Mr.  Petry  was  with  me  to  Day,  and  promised  a  small  supply  of 
Flour,  but  he  conceives  that  meat  cannot  be  had  on  this  side  of  the 
mountaius,  to  answer  half  the  Demand. 

In  my  last  I  informed  you  that  near  forty  of  the  friendly  Delaware 
Indians  had  Come  to  aid  me  against  the  Hostile  Tribes.  Their 
number  has  since  exceeded  forty,  and  I  believe  I  could  have  called 
out  near  an  hundred.  But  as  upwards  of  forty  men  from  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Hannah's  Town,  have  attempted  to  destroy  them  whilst 
they  consider  themselves  under  our  Protection,  it  may  not  be  an 
easy  matter  to  call  them  out  again,  notwithstanding  they  were  pre- 
vented from  executing  their  unmanly  intention,  by  a  guard  of  regular 
Soldiers  posted  for  the  Indians  protection. 

I  wag  not  a  little  surprized  to  find  the  late  Captains  Irwin  &  Jack, 
Lieut*  Brownlee  &  Ensign  Guthrey  concerned  in  this  base  attempt. 
I  suppose  the  women  &  children  were  to  suffer  an  equal  Carnage 
with  the  men. 

I  am  this  moment  informed  that  Mr.  Thomas  Small  man  has  made 
a  secret  &  clandestine  purchase  of  an  Island  in  the  Ohio  River,  two 
miles  below  this  Fort,  Commonly  called  McKee's  Island.  I  hear  his 
Deed  is  signed  by  two  of  the  Delaware  Chiefs,  i  know  such  purchases 
are  against  an  ancient  law  of  our  State.  But  as  I  am  almost  a 
Stranger  to  the  present  code  of  Laws,  am  at  a  loss  to  determine  the 
criminality  of  the  purchaser,  or  in  what  manner  he  is  to  be  punished 
for  the  Crime,  and  as  it  doubtless  is  within  our  Charter,  shall  be 
thankfull  for  your  directions  respecting  it. 

It  is  a  long  time  since  I  had  the  Honor  of  a  line  from  yoid  Per- 
haps my  frequent  scrawls  are  rather  troublesome,  and  if  they  are,  a 
hint  will  be  sufficient. 

I  should  be  happy  to  wait  upon  you  at  Philad*  and  to  proceed  to 
Head  Quarters  to  settle  a  plan  for  the  operations  of  the  next  Cam- 
paign as. far  as  relates  to  my  Command,  But  I  am  grown  so  poor 
tlyit  I  cannot  at  the  present  extravagant  Bates,  bear  the  Expenoes 
of  so  long  a  Journey. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  perfect  respect  &  esteem 
your  Excellencies  most  Obd*  Serv% 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 
Directed^ — T  his  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esq. 
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BBSIOKATICm  09  JuSTICBSy  1780. 

To  his  EzoeUenqr  tbe  PraaUeot  &  the  Honourable  the  Sapreme 
Ezecntiye  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Whereas  by  the  thirtieth  Section  of  the  Plan  or  Frame  of  Govern- 
ment  for  the  State- of  Pennsylvania,  no  Justice  of  the  Peace  shall 
sit  in  the  General  Assembly  unless  he  first  resign  his  Commission , 
— and  whereas  We  the  Subscribers  Justices  of  the  Peace,  have  been 
elected  representatives  in  assembly.  We  do  therefore  by  these  presents 
resign  oiur  oflloe  of  Justices  of  the  Peaoe  as  Witness  our  bands  this 
third  day  of  november  1780. 

EVAN  EVANS, 
DAVID  MoKINNEY.* 


Bbsignation  of  Stephen  Duncan,  J.  P.  1780. 

PhUada.  8  Nov.  1780. 
Sir, 

Having  been  honoured  by  my  Fellow  Citizens  with  b«ng  eleoted 
cneof  their  Representatives  in  Assembly,  it  becomee  a  duty  in  me  in 
etder  to  qualify  myself  to  Serve  them  in  that  Capacity,  to  resign 
liy  office  of  Treasurer  of  the  County  of  CuttberUn^  which  I  now 
b^  leave  to  do, 

and  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  EzoeUeno/s  &  the  Councils  Humble  Servt. 

STEPHEN  DUNCAN.f 

His  Ezoelleney  Jeeeph  Heed  Esq,  President  fte^^  Pennsa. 
Present. 


0.  J.  MoEban  ^0  PitES.  BcEB,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

Ittdosed  you.  have  th^  transcript  of  the  Record  of  the  conviction 
and  attainder  of  a  ceftain'Ralph  Morden,  of  Northampton  County,  for 
treason.  We  finished  the  courts  of  Oyer  &  terminer,  &  Niiti  Rius 
at  Easton,  last  night;  there  were  several  indictments  tried,  but  no 
other  conviction  for  ^  capital  offence. 

It  was  thought  expedient  by  the  Judges  to  send  the  record; 

♦  See  Col  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  626. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XU.,  p.  626. 
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respecting  Morden,  to  CouDcil  as  soon  as  practicable.     We  hare 
joBt  halt^  here  to  dme  on  our  way  to  Beading. 
I  am^  dear  Sir, 

with  the  UMl  p6rfe<^  osteeBfi 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

THO.  li'KBIAN.* 
Bethlehem,  Novem'  3^  1780. 

His  Exceiloiej  Joseph  Bead,  Esquhre,  &o.,  At  Philadelphia. 
FaTored  by  Cap"  Craig. 


Obk»  Washington  to  Pbbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Head  Qoarters,  Prekaness,  4<^  NoTcm',  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  received  information  from  New  York,  that  a  person  wha 
Is  called  Andrew  George  Fastoer,  aad  who  ia  BA>ther'  in  kw  to 
Bankin,  fonaerly  of  York  Couttty,  ownea  fireqnontly  Qui  aa  a  Spop 
by  way  of  Stark  Biver,  thto'  Jersey,  Mid  from  ^henoe  to.LaocaateK. 
Ho  left  New  Yoric  Ihe  '27^^  «lft",attd  is  probably  at  this  tina  npm 
that  Business.  Your  Excellency  may  perhaps,  from  Iha  foregoing 
Clue,  have  him  intercepted  upon  some  of  his  Visits. 

There  is  also  another  person  who  goes  bv  the  feigned  name  of  John 
Staria,  or  the  Irish  Dutch  man,  because  he  speaks  both  languages, 
who  goeseionstaBtiy  between  New  York  and  Lancaster,  accompanied 
by  a  lusty  old  man  called  John  Smith,  who  serves  as  a  guide  to  liia» 
Q&ey  lately  tturried  12  or  14  Beoruits  from  Laneaste. 

I  shall  be  happy  should  the  above  description  be  8u£Bicieiit  to  lead 
to  the  discovery  of  another  of  the  many  Engines  of  this  sort^  which 
the  enemy  have  at  work  against  us. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be» 

with  great  Regard,  Dear  Sir, 
y  most  ob*  Serv*, 

a^  WASHINGTON, 
Hb  EzceBeoey  Ooveitor  Beed. 

*  See  CoL  Rcc.,  Vol.  Xtti,  p.  685. 
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MaJOS.WjI.  ARM6TBOB0    TO   FltBS»  RUDy  17$0. 

To  His  Ezcellenoj  JoB^  Beed,  Esq',  &  Hod^'  the  Supreme  Ezeoatm 

Gotuoil. 

W"  Arnstrong  preaenta  liis  ooaxplimento,  reqaeslaoff  the  fidriher 
•urn  of  Fifteen  thous*  Pounds,  in  order  to  defray  part  ptihe  expencea 
of  the  Fortillcatioaa  oo  Mud  Island,  &  Oblige 

your  most  Obed'  &  very  Hbl.  SerS 

W.  A.* 

Nov^e^lTSO. 

His  Excellency  Jos*  Beed^  Esq'. 


Majob  Hjbkrt  Lvs,  Juhk.  to  Prbs.  Bked,  1780. 

I  have  the  honor  to  address  your  Bxcellency  &  council  fof  cupplyi 
of  cl<9thing  for  the  underwritten  gentlemen  officers  in  my  Legion. 
Coofident  that  their  distress  &  theif  destination  south,  will  have  duo 
weight,  &  will  give  success  to  this  application,  I  have  only  to  beg  the 
utmost  dispatch,  as  the  troops  move  to  morrow. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

'With  tiie  9M6t  pe#ct;xe8Bectj 

your  Excelly's  obd.  servt., 

HENRY  LEE,  junr. 


*    7**Kovr./80; 


Directed,  •  ^ 
His  fixoellenoy  Oovemor  Reed. 
Gapt.  Armstrong. 


Lieut.  Com*  Dpi. 

Capt.  James  Armstrotag, 
Doctor  Matthew  Irvin, 
Capt.  Heniy  Archer, 
Ensign  George  Taylor, 
Adjutant  John  Gadon, 
Ensign  Manning. 


«  Bee  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XH.,  p.  52S-.gcaaM» 
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Col.  Bahchl  Milbs  to  Pbb8.  Bbbd,  1780* 

8b, 

Phil«d%  Novcmb'  7*,  1780. 

Upon  an  Bstiniste  of  tbe  fbnge  wanting  for  ibis  post,  I  foand  tho 
Qaantity  of  Hay  deposited  here  by  tbe  State  pnrcbasers,  would 
fall  vastly  short  of  the  Consumption ;  in  consequence  of  which  I 
made  application  for  a  sum  of  money,  for  tbe  purpose  of  purchasing 
Hay,  and  have  obtained  a  warrant  for  the  same,  but  am  informed, 
that  by  a  Law  of  the  State,  Quarter  Masters  cannot  purchase  without 
fermission  first  had  of  the  Honorable  the  Executive  Council.  I 
shall,  therefore,  be  obliged  to  your  Excellency,  if  you  will  lay  the 
matter  before  Council,  &  grant  me  such  permission. 
I  am  your  Excellencies  most  Obed., 
&  most  Hfumble  serv^i 

SAMUEL  MILES,  D.  Q.  M. 

for  Penny*.* 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Be^,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Board  09  War  to  Priis.  Bbbd,  1780. 

War  Office,  Nov'  7, 1780. 
Sir, 

The  Board  have  the  Honour  to  lay  before  Council  a  Copy  of  a 
Letter  received  from  Col.  Z.  Butler,  commanding  at  Wioming.  We 
shall  be  happy  to  be  informed  of  any  thing  within  the  Knowle<^e  of 
the  Honble  Council  on  this  Subject. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  very  sincere  Esteem  &  Bespect, 
your  obed  Serv*», 

RICHABD  PETERS, 

By  Order. 
Directed, 
On  public  Service; 
His  Excellency  President  Beed. 
(War  Office.) 

*  See  Col.  Rm.,  YoL  211.,  p.  US. 
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Col.  Zebceloh  Butler  to 'Board  ov  War,  1780. 

Wyoming,  Ootober  26, 1780. 
Sir. 

By  tills  you  will  be  informed  that  nothing  material  bae  bappe&ed 
bere  since  'my  last  respecting  Eneiby  *,  my  scouting  parties  make 
no  disoovenry  of  them  nor  tbeir  signs.  Our  Sitnation  TespeotiOj^ 
provision  is  bad  enongb  at  present;  have  had  a  party  down  the 
kiver  about  three  wee^  after  Floor.  -  A  letter  from  Ooi*  Hiintei'  ifl 
their  return,  which  is  as  follows  >-^ 

8ir,^  r^  instmetions  from  His.  Rxoellaiioy  QoTemor  Beed^ 
oMering  me  to  stop,  for  the  vse  of  ibe  post  at  Suobiiryy  aU  svppliM 
drawn  from  the  Com'*  of  th^  Counties  of  Ijaaoaster,  Toifc  &  Cum* 
berland  for  the  Garrison  at  Wyoming,  i^nd  in  ooasequenoe  of  said 
Order  I  have  stop*  two  Boats  loaded  with  Flour,  and  in  the  mean- 
time sent  an  express  to  Mr.  Steward  acquainting  what  I  had  done, 
that  he  might  write  me  in  what  manner  he  procured  this  Flour,  and 
for  the  men  to  stay  het^  mitU  I  ree*  tt  Answer  from  Mr.  Steward. 
I  am  sir, 

your  most  Hum.  Sery^ 

SAML.  HUNTER,  LVN*  OL 

Sunbury,  Oct.  23V 1780. 
Col*  Zeb*  Butler. 

The  above  Flour  was  likely  procured  by  way  of  some  of  the  Com- 
missaries, but  casried  to  a  Mill  &  paeked,  &  Brought  fifty  miles 
by  soldiers  I  seni  for  Ihat  purpose ;  and  the  Garrison  has  not  ha4 
jDither  Flour  or  meal  for  above  Twenty  davs,  only  pounded  Com 
and  no  meat^moi^  than  two  days  in  six,  and  that  borrowed  of  the 
InbabitantQ,  But  with  respect  to  Bread,  I  expect  we  shall  have  a 
Sf  ill  going  in  six  days.  A.  purchasing  Commissary  may  purchase 
near  enough  Wheat  at  this  place  to  supply  the  Garrison;  Capt. 
Schott  will  be  able  to  inform  further. 
I  am  sir, 

your  mo.  Obtt.  Ser*, 

ZBBU»  BUTLER,  Col*  Com*. 
Direeiedf 
Presid*  of  the  Board  of  War. 
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a  WiRTZ  TO  Pm&  BbbO,  1780. 

Laoeaster,  Norem'  9^,  1780. 
Sir, 

*  I  liftTe  leoeived  m  Letter  from  Capt*  HmUeji  and  also  oae  fiom 
John  Weitaell,  A.  C«  of  Issues  at  Sanburj,  requesting  me  in  ihm 
moat  proMing  Terme  to  forward  tbem  a  supply  of  Bee^  otherwiaa 
Ike  flsen  will  be  obliged  to  leave  their  Stations :  as  I  have  no  ordeiv 
for  the  supply  of  ihU  Post  I  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform 
me  by  the  Tery  first  Opportunity  hgw  I  am  to  act  respoating  th« 
same.  In  order  that  there  may  not  be  too  sreat  a  Delay  I  have 
sent  onl  to  jMrobaee  Oalde  in  the  upper  pari  or  the  Ooqpty,  eo  thai 
they  may  be  handy  to  the  Fieontieni  and  speedily  focwttrded  Iff 
Oouea  think  It  adriaedble. 

I  hate  the  Honor 

to  be  Sir,  y*  most  Ob* 
&  Tery  Hum.  Ser?*, 

OHRISTIAN  WIBaSy  0.  R  L.  €. 

Dirededf 

(Public.) 

His  ExeeUeaey  ^Toeeph  Seed,  Esq%  Preside  of  the  State  of  Penn% 
Philadelphin. 

John  Wbitzbl  to  Major  C.  Wirtz,  1780. 

Sunbury,  Novr.  8d,  1780. 
Sir: 

The  Militia  are  arrived  here  &  no  Oattle  at  this  post,  nor  is  there 
any  Likely  hood  of  getting  any/ unless  we  get  them  from  you.  I 
would  therefore  beg  that  you  would  do  all  in  your  power  to  forward 
some  as  soon  as  possible ;  if  you  have  atiy  Liquor  please  to  forward 
somO;  as  we  have  not  had  one  drop  here  these  Six  Months. 
I  am  your 

most  Obed*  ser^i 

JN.  WEETZBL,  A.  O.  of  P. 
Directed, 

Publick. 

Maj'  Christ"  Werts,  Com'  of  Puroh%  Lancaster. 
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Col.  Epheaim  Blainb  to  Prss.  BbbI),  1780. 

Phfl»a%  Wk  N^tfremter,  1780. 

I  bare  out  i^ottsa&d  Head  of  Cattle  to  Slangbter  for  BarrelliBg, 
imd  want  a  BufBcient  qaantitj  of  Salt  immediately  for  that  pnrpoee  ; 
in  addition  to  tlie  above,  three  thousand  Baahels  w411  be  absolately 
neoessarrtd'  9applj  the  Poets  in  this  State  and  Jersey  iritboufe  a 
Inoment^v  delay.  .  * 

Your  Excellency  will  please  to  remember  tta*  Gomroil  wafl 
informed  of  the  reduoed  State  of  onr  Magaaines  some  time  ago,  & 
the  necessity /there  waa  of  laying  in  a  Supply  of  Salt  I  now  take 
tbe  liberty  of  informing  yon  that  I  have  no  other  remedy  but  by 
applying  to  you  &  Council  for  an  immediato  Supply  of  that  neces- 
sary Anide.  The  Season  being  so  far  advanced  will  admit  of  b« 
delay  as' tbe  Cattle  are  daily  loosing  Beef. 

I  have  reasoi^  to  believe  the  Pennsylvania  Line  with  some  others 
of  tbe  Army  will  be  Cantooned  npon  the  Commnnication  between 
Gorryers  Ferrr  &  North  Biver  the  ensuing  Winter. — In  Order  to 
preyent  sucb  distresses  as  they  experienced  going  into  Quarters  last 
jTear  for  want  of  necessary  Subsistence,  a  Maeazine  of  Flour  and 
some  Beef  ought  to  be  laid  in  at  Trenton  £  Easton  before  the 
severity  of  the  Winter ;  have  therefore  to  request  your  Excellency 
&  CouncQ  to  adopt  such  Measures  as  will  throw  in  a  supply  of  tbe 
Provisions  required  from  this  State  to  answer  the  above  purpose^ 
without  which  it  will  be  impossible  to  secure  a  regular  Supply  fot 
them. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

retj  respeetAiIIy  your  Excellency's 
most  Obt.  &  very  Hble.  Servt., 

EPH.  BLAINE,  C.  G.  P. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Ready.  Esquire,  Present 


B^OLUTIO^^S  07  CONaBBSSy  1780. 

In  Congress,  Nov'  10th,  1780. 

7he  board  of  Admiralty  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  lst|, 
^m  the  Minister  of  France,  setting  fortb  the  several  inconvenien- 
vies  resulting  from  the  abuse  tbe  British  make  of  papeiB  or  clear- 
aooes  they  take  in  American  prizes,  delivered  in  a  report,  whereupon 

Beaolved,  tThat  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  Governors 
or  Presidents  of  the  several  States  who  grant  Commissions  for 
private  Vessels  of  ^u^  thait  on  the  back  of  the  Commission  there 
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be  inserted  a  miiiiite  deeeription  of  the  penoiis  of  the  Cbptun  and 
bis  lientenanti  witit  their  age,  etatuie,  oompleziooi  Ae.,  i^epeetiTel/ 
certified  by  the  Govenior  or  president  under  his  seal  of  Office. 

That  nhera  C^mmiMOBS,  eoannonly  called  letters  of  Haiqae  and 
reprisals,  are  granted  to  armed  Yesseb  gmn^  on  mercantile  Tojafls^ 
the  Uasler  ttd.  his  Chief  Mtte  be  reqaired  to  nndenagn  tSeir 
elearanoes  in  the  presence  of  the  Naval  Officer  of  the  port,  who  is 
also  to  insert  on  the  bade  of  the  clearance  a  minute  descriptioQ  of 
the  peifons  of  the  Master  and  his  Mate,  vith  their  age,  stature, 
complexion,  Ac,  respectiTcly,  and  to  certify  the  same  under  Jiia 
aignatare  &  seal  of  Office. 

Sximct  6om  tho  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y.*^ 


M.  OsTER  (Frbnch  Yicb  Consul)  to  Peb8*  Bbbd,  1780. 

Philadelphie  le  10  9^  1780. 
Monsieur! 

tTai  I'honneur  de  yous  informer,  que  les  Batimens  du  Boi  LTn- 
t^resaant,  et  la  Marie  Fran^use,  sont  au  moment  de  partir  pour  ae 
rendre  h  I'arm^,  aveo  chacun,  un  chargement  de  provisions  men- 
tionn^s  auz  deux  Etats  oi-joints  certifies  de  moi;  et  que  pour  poa- 
yoir  mettre  ikla  voille,  ik  ont  besoin  d'une  permission  de  rhonorable 
Gonseil  supreme,  que  je  prends  la  liberty  de  soUiciter  auprte  da 
Yotre  Excellence. 
Je  suis  avec  un  irka  parfidt  respect, 
Monsianr, 

Yotra  tr^  humble  et  trds 
obdissant  seryiteur 

OSTBB. 
A  Son  Excellence  Monsieur  le  Pk^ident  Bxed. 


Col.  Timothy  PiCKSBiNa,  Q.  M.  G.,  to  Pbbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Camp  Totowa,  Nov'  12, 1780. 
Sir, 

Uol*  Moylan's  reffiment  of  light  dragoons  being  under  marching 
Orders  for 'Winter  Quarters,  and  the  upper  part  of  Lancaster  oonntj 
beinff  judged  the  most  eligible  for  the  purpose,  I  have  written  Ho 
Col.  Philip  Marsteller,  Assistant  Quarter  Master  Ibr  that  county,  to 
tlse  his  endeavours  to  procure  both  forage  and  quarters  Ibr  them. 
This  I  am  aware  must  be  a  work  of  difficulty,  as  no  magasines  are 

*15ee  Co!.  Reo.,  VoL  XH.,  p.«649. 
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formed  and  we  tre  destitnte  of  money.  The  farmers  I  fear  will  not 
eonsent  tA  famifh  niCber  <jaarte»a  Of  forage  from  aa  amrebenaion 
that  the  day  of  payment  will  be  very  distant.  Yet  the  norses  mnst 
be  supported.  I  -mentioned  the  obvious  eonseqnenoe — that  the 
regiment  most  ([as  they  have  done  in  Jersey  during  the  present 
oampaigni)-  provide  for  themselves.  Nevertheless  I  have  urged  his 
trying  all  other  means  peaoeably  to  obtain  what  is  indispensably 
necessary,  ifoopy  of  my  letter  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  inolose. 
And  I  request  your  EzceAeaeys  iaterpositlon  to  oause  every  Mees- 
aary  assfatance  to  be  given  to  Uoh  Marsteller  &  to  all  other  ()uartBr 
masters  in  the  State  alike  eireumstafne^d. 

Col*  Moylau  has  at  present  about  a  hundred  and  seventy  dragoon 
horses.  Many  M  these  are  quite  unfit  fbr  serviee,  and  wiU  be 
tttrned  over  to  the  quarter  masters  for  waggon  and  ndine  horses 
when  recruited.  Should  his  regiment  be^  eompleted  be  will  want  a 
'ffreat  number  4yf  horses  to  mount  hisipeeruits — ^^robaUytwo  bun- 
deed.  These  I  have  not  fte  amaileet  proapeet  of  being  able  to  pur- 
chase. And  as  the  regiment  is  assigned  to  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania as  a  part  of  its  quota,  I  am  naturally  led  to  your  Excellency 
as  its  patron.  Tou  are  so  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  condition 
of  the  public  finances  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  observe,  that  if  the 
regiment  be  not  furnished  with  horses  by  means  provided  by  the 
state,  it  muat^  at  the  opening  of  the  next  campaign^  tako  the  field 
on  foot 

I  have  the  honour 

to  be  with  great  respect^ 

your  Excellency's  most  obed*  servant, 
TIM.  PICKERING,  Q.  M.  G.* 
Directed^ 

(Public  service.) 
.    His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esqr^  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

iBdanedf 

Bead  Noy.  17, 1730.  Nov*  20  Keferrcd  to  Mr.  J.  Smith  &  Mr. 
•  Wy  nkoop. 

♦  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  645. 


«6* 


606  FRNNBTLYANIA  ABOHIVBS  178f . 


PRES.  09  COKGftiBSS  TO  PRBS.  RlED,  1780. 

Circular. 

Philadelpbia,  November  13, 1780. 
Sir, 

Oongvess  haviDg  received  Information  from  the  Honorable  tbe 
.Minister  of  France  of  Inoonvenienciee  &  Injoiies  received  bj  our 
Allies,  refialting  from  tbe  abose  tbe  British  make  of  Papers  & 
Clearances  tbej  take  in  Anpkeriean  PriaeSyby  personating  tbe  Offioera 
A  Commanders  named  in  sneb  Papers,  being  fully  acquainted  vith 
the  Langna^  &  Manners  of  our  Officers  &  Seameik,  &c. 

In  CompUanoe  with  the  request  of  the.  Minister  of  France,  Ooq- 
gress  have  adopted  tbe  emdosed  resolution  in  order  to  detect  suck 
Ahnses  in  future ;  and  I  an  to  request  your  Ezcell^oy's  AUcBtioii 
to  the  necessary  Measures  for  carrying  the  same  iute  effeotnal 
Ezecutioa.* 

I  have  tbe  Honor  to  be    ' 
with  tbe  highest  respect 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 
SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President* 
DtrecUd, 
His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Bjbv.  p£TB|t  MiujSB  TO  Prbs.  Bebd,  1780. 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Bead,  Preddent. 

Sir, 

The  Bearer  hereof,  John  Bein,  employed  me  to  procure  bim  an 
access  to  your  Favour.  The  Proceedings  of  Government  have  cod- 
vinc'd  me  that  the  Intention  is  to  make  every  Individual  happy. ; 
moved  by  this  I  recommend  him  vrith  all  due  Submission  for  mercy, 
as  having  already  paid  dear  enotigir  for  his  Folly,  and  widh  besides, 
that  God  and  the  Father  of  mercy  would  strengthen  yenr  Excel- 
lency in  your  arduous  Task. 

In  which  Sense  I  remain 

your  Excellency's  obedient  servant, 

PETEB  MILLEB. 
Ephrata,  the  15th  of  Nov.  1780. 

*  tSee  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  548. 
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Col.  Rioh'i)  Butlbb  to  Pkbs.  Rbeb,  1780, 

Gamp  Totowa,  Nor'  Ilth,  1780. 
Sir, 

It  gives  me  pain  to  Repeat  Applications  for  the  same  thing.  I 
have  wrote  the  Board  of  War  several  times.  And  Once  before  this 
to  yonr  Ezeellency  &  Council  on  the  same  subjed  to  nl>  Purpose ; 
the  want  of  a  Regdar  mode  being  made  PvUiclc  to  the  ktrnw  for 
this  Particular  buisiness  maj  bo  the  Cause  of  some  trouble  and  dia- 
appointment. 

1  always  understood  that  an  Application  &  Recommendation  to 
the  Supreme  Bzecutivf  Council  of  the  State  was  Requisite  for  the 
Appointment  of  Officers  in  the  first  Instance,  this  I  have  always 
donci  but  till  lattwally  knew  not  that  Similar  Application  must  be 
made  in  the  Case  of  Regimental  Promotion  after  the  First  Apptm^ 
however,  this  I  have  lately  been  told  by  the  board  of  war,  &  took 
the  liberty  to  Address  yonr  Sxoellenoy  &  Council  the  2d  Inst^.  by 
the  hand  of  CoL  Johnston,  who  Informs  me  the  6th  Inst'  that  aU 
these  applications  must  Come  through  the  Chanel  of  A  General 
Officer;  it  never  was  a  pain  to  me  to  acquiesce  in  any  Rule  that 
was  adopted,  At  the  same  time  I  Cannot  help  thinking  it  a  kind  of 
Restriction  on  the'Hon''  &  Dignity  of  an  Officer  Intrusted  with  the 
Charge  &  Command  of  a  Re^,  to  find  his  Certificate  of  so  little 
Consequence  that  it  cannot  be  Credited  in  this  Case. 

It  must  also  Render  an  officer  the  less  diligent  in  searching  for 
yottg  gentlemen  to  fill  Vacancies,  when  he  finds  such  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  their  Promotion,  As  it  is  much  Easier  for  him  to  Comm' 
what  is  put  in  by  government  than  to  Subject  himself  to  an  Opinion  • 
that  it  is  doing  him  an  obligation  to  find  good  servants  for  the  Pub- 
lick,  It  is  also  at{ended  with  111  Consiquences  to  keep  the  Promo- 
tions back,  as  it  sours  the  mind  of  young  Gentlemen  who  know  they 
are  Intitled  to  higher  Rank  than  ikej  bear  &  Cannot  obtain  it  with- 
out great  Difficulty  &  is  often  the  Cause  of  Complaint  &  Reflection 
on  the  Comd*  officer  of  the  Reg*. 

I  am  thus  Explicit  not  through  Chagrin  or  disappointm'  on  mj 

"own  Account,  but  because  I  see  the  service  like  to  sofier  by  the  loss 

of  some  worthy  &  brilliant  young  officers  who  have  no  other  motive 

for  remaining  than  their  wish  to  serve  their  Country  and  to  acquire 

hon*  to  themselves. 

I  again  do  myself  the  honour  to  Transmit  your  Excellency  & 
Oouneil  the  Exact  state  of  the  officers  of  my  Beg<,  Certified  by 
General  Wayne,  &  hope  this  will  Remove  the  difficulty  that  has 
attended  the  Promotion  of  Ensig*  Smith,  who  is  an  excellent  young 
officer,  &  has  serv'  the  Campaign  with  great  Cleverness.  The  other 
officer  (Ensg*  M«Knight)  has  been  but  a  short  time  in  service,  there- 
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fore  think  in  jnstioe  to  other  Enttgna  in  the  army  his  lientenanej 
mty  with  Propriety  he  Prolong'; 

t  haVe  the  ETononr  to  he  with  great 

Sespeot  yonr  Sxoellenej's  most  ohed*  Hhl  8y*| 

RICH'  BUTLER,  Go»  9th 
Pennr  Rejf . 

[Directed^ 
^  PdMiclrServieft. 

His  fiMell«neyJi»eph  Reed,  Baqmm»  AtmU'  of  the  State  of 
PeaarEhyad*. 


Col.  Sam'  Milbs  to  Pbes.'  Rsxd,  1780. 

PhDadS  Nov^  16th,  1780. 

When  I  wrote  to  yonr  Excellency  a  fbw  days  ago*  Ibr  permiasioti 
-to  pnrohaae  Hay,  I  apprehended  it  lay  with  Oonnoil  to  grant  siieh 
Liberty,  bat  that  not  being  the  case,  I  have  requested  Mr.  Ddiaven 
to  wait  npon  the  Hon^  the  Council,  &  they  woold  Oblige  the  Pub- 
lic by  appointing  him  to  purchase  Hay,  be  will  do  it  with^t  charging 
the  state  any  Commission. 

I  am  your  Excellencies 

most  obed'  Hnable  Serr^ 

8AH.  MILBSy  D.  Q.  M . 
Direcitd, 

His  Exoelknoy  Joseph  Reed.  Esqr.,  Presid*  of  Penosj*. 


Rrbommok  of  OoUlTCILy  1780. 

Gol.  Miles,  D.  Q.  Master,  having  represented  to  this  Board  that 
the  present  stock  of  Hay  will  be  jnsuffieient  for  Continental  Use  fqr 
the  Winter,  &  having  requested  in  order  to  obviate  Difficolties 
arising  from  the  lisw  that  Peter  Dehaven  might  be  ^pointed  to 
procure  an  additional  Quantity,  he  charging  the  State  no  Commis- 
sion. 

Resolved,  That  he  be  appointed  a  ComnHssioner  for  the  Porohais 
of  Hay  only. 

«aef  pige600. 
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Prbs.  Bbsd  to  Pbss.  of  Congrbss,  1780. 

Sir, 

0^  a  farmer  Oooaskm  I  bad  the  HoBoar  to  adchrsss  jon  or  the 
ExportatioQ  of  Provisions  from  the  State  of  Delaware"*"  while  the 
Embargo  firom  this  Port  was  rigorously  obs^ved.  If  the  Fbar  so 
exported  was  the  Prodooe  of  the  State  of  Delaware  it  would  be  of 
little  Con8e({aeooe,  but  it  is  well  ktiown  that  rauoh  the  greater  Part 
of  these  Exports,  probablj  four  fifthsi  are  the  Produoe  of  Pennsjl- 
yania.  This  Ooadact  is  the  more  extraordinarj  as  the  Commissary 
Oeu.  informs  us  that  State  has  not  famished  a  single  Barrell  of  the 
^Quantity  required  by  Congress — The  Injury  dcme  to  the  Trade  of 
this  Plaoe  as  well  as  to  the  Supply  of  the  Army  will  not  permit  w 
any  longer  to  be  unoonoerned  Speetators,  ^  Congress  must  be  too 
Just  &  reasonable  -to  e&peot  a  Bestriotion  to  be  observed  here  which 
poly  tends  ^o  distress  this  State  without  any  publio  Benefit— There 
are  six  or  seven  Vessels  belonging  to  this  City  now  loading  at  Wil- 
mington, in  the  DeUnrare  State*  oapplies  designed  for  tho  Army  & 
jictuaUy'paid  for  by  this  State  fure  diverted  from  their  destination,  so 
that  unless  some  more  efl&oacious  method  to  enforoe  the  Beoom- 
mendations  of  Congress  in  this.  Respect  can  be  adopted  wo  see  bo 
Prospect  of  affording  any  farther  Supply  to  the  Army. 
^  I  most  also  beg  Leave  to  observe  to  your  ExoelU  that  the  Con- 
tinuance of  the  Embargo  in  this  State  entirely  depends  on  the  Ob- 
servation of  similar  Restrictions  in  the  adjoining  states,  so  that  we 
shall  be  obliged  in  a  very  short  time  to  revoke  our  Prohibition  unless 
an  effectual  Remedy  can  be  speedily  obtained. 

I  have  the  Honour,  Sec. 


PmS.  BkBD  to  ASSBMBLYy  1780. 

Sir, 

The  Treasurers  of  Cheater  &  York  not  having  furnished  me  with 
the  states  of  their  respective  offices  till  yesterday  added  to  the  neces- 
sary attention  I  am  obliged  to  pay  to  current  Business  will  I  fear 
make  it  difficult  to  prepare  the  written  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Inquiry  into  the  Police  &  Affairs  of  the  state  so  soon  as  I  could  wif^ 
or  as  It  may  be  necessary  for  the  Information  of  the  House.  But  I 
oould  after  a  little  Conference  with  the  other  Gentleman  &  a  Revisal 
of  the  Kotes  ft  Papers  make  a  verbal  Communication  which  might 
be  of  some  service  to  the  Hon.  House  at  this  time  &  I  could  then 
more  aocorately  state  it  in  writing  at  more  Leisuro.  If  this  is  accep* 
table  to  the  House  we  shall  be  ready  to  wait  on  thenl  any  Day  liext 
Week  on  previous  Notice,  except  Monday  on  which  day  the  Council 
are  invited  to  dine  with  the  Minister  of  France.  I  have  the  Honour 
to  be  with  great  Reispect. 

Sir,  your  Obed  So  very 

Hbblc  Serr. 
«  S^e  pages  TO,  220j  260. 
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Gamp  at  Tofcoway,  Novemb'  IS^^,  1780. 
Sir, 

As  a  Rddaothm  of  tbe  Regiueiits  belofiging  to  th^  state  of  Penn- 
BjlTfBia  is  soon  to  take  place,  by  wbteh  several  offioers  will  be  obliged 
to  go  out,  but  for  whom  balf  pay  is  reserved  and  some  other  advan- 
tages, we  beg  leave  to  mention  to  vonr  Broelleney  the  case  of  a 
nnmber  of  C^ntlemen  who,  having  been  prisoners  with  the  enemy^ 
and  only  lately  exchanged,  will  be  in  the  same  situation  as  those  who 
will  be  reduced  with  respect  to  the  being  obliged  to  leave  the  army, 
no  vacanoys  in  oonsequenoe  of  former  Incorporations,  being  left  to 
which  they  can  now  succeed  but  who  seem  not  to  be  entitled  by  the 
^rms  of  the  act  of  Oongress  to  the  Reward  allowed  to  the  others. 
This  we  coned ve  to  have  happened  thro*  accident  or  inadvertence; 
for  we  cannot  imagine  it  could  be  intended  to  add  the  mortification 
of  having  their  services  and  sufferings  overlooked  to  the  Miseries  of 
■%  long  and  rigorous  Captivity. 

We  are  very  sensible  of  the  Desire  your  Excellency  has  always 
manifested  to  save  the  Qentlemen  in  that  unfortunate  predicament 
and  the  attention  you  have  paid  to  their  rights,  which  has  led  us  to 
give  you  the  ttouble  of  this  at  this  time,  and  to  refer  Major  Murray 
who  will  deliver  it,  particularly  to  you ;  certain  that,  if  they  or  we 
have  mistaken  the  sense  of  Oongress,  you  will  put  us  to  rights,  and 
if  otherwise  that  you  will  use  your  influence  that  Justice  may  be  don^ 
them  by  procuring  them  to  be  put  on  the  same  foot  as  vhe  other 
reduced  officers. 

We  are  with  the  utmost  Respect  Sir, 

You  most  obedient  Humble  Serv*. 

A'.  SK  CLAIR,  M.  Q«.* 
Ja«  Chambers,  Col.  Ant'y  Wayne,  B.  0. 

1  P.  Regt,  W.  Stewart,  Col*. 

George  Tudor,  Major  2^  R'. 

S***  Penn.  Reg*.  Wm.  Butler,  1/  Coh  Com* 

J.  Moore,  Major  4^  Penn^  Reg^* 

It  Pen.  Reg*.  Sam.  Hay,  L^Co'. 

T.  Robinson,  U  Co«.  10**  P.  R. 

1**  Pen*.  Reg.  James  HamiIt<HV  Major 

Caleb  North,  L*  CoL  2-  Reg*. 

T.  Craig,  Colonel  W,  Alexander,  Mjyor 

3-  P.  Reg*.  3'*  Penn»  Reg*. 

Fra*.  Johnston,  Colonel  J.  Talbo^  M^or 

5«*  P.  Regiment.  6'*  P.  R. 

Jos.  Harmar,  L*  Col,  Ad""  Hnbley,  J'  Col*  Com* 

7**^  P.  R.  11«*  P.  Rt. 

P.  Mentgee,  J4*  CoL 
5«*  P.  Reg* 

DirecUdf-^Bia  Excellency,  Governor  Reed. 

*  See  Cdl  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  646,  660. 
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S£c't.  Matlaok  to  David  F&ahks,  1780.  ^  * 

PhiLelphia,  NoTW  18di,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  am  diceoted  to  iDoloBe  joa  &  pM»  fior  yootaelf  and  dawkter  to 
the  City  of  New  York.  The  Goanoil  are  naoh  sorpriied  that  joa 
fltill  remain  in  this  oity,  and  hope  that  jon  will  immediately  depart 
this  state^  agreeable  to  their  late  order^  otherwise  memag»  will  be 
taken  lo  compel  yon  to  comply  with  the  same. 

lam  Sir, 

Tour  very  Humble  serv't. 
(Signed,)  JAMES  TRIMBLE.* 

for  T.  Matlack,  Sec'. 
Directed f 
To  M'  David  Franks. 


Pres.  Rbbd  to  Board  of  War,  1780. 

-  I  dnly  received  yonr  Ikvonr  of  the  7*'*  Inst,  inclosing  Col. 
^utlersf  Letter  k  do  avow  the  stopping  Provisions  purchased  iu  the 
Counties  of  Lancaster  York  &  Cumberland  with  the  Money  of  this 
state  destined  for  the  Garrison  at  Wyoming ;  the  measure  has  been 
approved  unanimously  in  the  Council,  is  pleasing  to  the  Assembly 
&  founded  on  %  general  Representation  of  4he  Inhabitants  of  the 
Frontier  Counties  of  the  State  and  for 'the  Measure  I  beg  Leave  to 
assign  ^he  following  Reasons. 

First  the  Post  at  Wyoming  is  not  in  any  Respect  interesting  to  the 
« United  States  k  can  only  be  considered  as  holding  Possession  of 
Territory  disputed  between  this  State  and  that  of  Connecticut  k  that 
after  the^  latter  has  expressly  declined  submitting  the  Dispute  to 
amicable  Settlement  by  Congress  agreeable  to  the  Terms  of  Confed- 
eration. 

Secondly.— The  very  great  abases  that  have  been  practised  at 
that  Post  where  Provittons  have  been  issued  to  Settlers  under  the 
Denomination  of  Soldiers  &  any  other  Species  of  Encouragement 
given  to  Persons  to  settle  in  direct  Violation  of  the  Resolution  of 
Congress  of  1775  to  which  we  aver  no  Regard  has  ever  been  paid. 

Thirdly. — We  think  it  uarei^onable  that  we  shooid  have  the  Sup- 

Eort  of  a  Post  thrown  upon  us  not  only  hostile  in  its  first  formation 
Qt  eontiiKied  so  ever  einoe  under  the  Command  of  Continental  Offi- 
cera  who  have  seldom  done  dutyi  k  are  person^ly  interested  in  the  land 
in  Oontrovevsy  takiog  every  meaaure  during  the  Dispute  to  eatahlish 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  Yol.  XII.,  p.  547.  f  See  page  ^1. 
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their  claims  and  extend  their  Settlement  for  we  are  anthorised  to  say 
thai  eaery  OiBoer  (a  aaall  Party  oi  tkeGarman  Rftgem*!.  «»fepted  who 
claim  to  he  of  this  State  &  are  detained  there  Contrary  tfi  oor  De- 
sires) is  a  Claimant  of  Lands  nder  the  Coimectieat  Title  k  who 
tho  Comoiiasionad  as  Continental  Offioera  have  never  done  their 
months  Dntj  in  the  Continental  Army  sinoe  the  Contest  bosan. 

FoiHtfily.'t^Tbis  Post  ia  a  military  View  can  be  cdnaUevsd  in 
no  other  liriit  than  Honning  a  Barrier  against  tiie  SaTmgea  whieh 
Spedies  of  Defenos  haa  generally  bean  deemed  a  duty  of  tbe  State  k 
OoagiMS^ave  for  a  kmg  time  ceased  to  give  the  State  nnj  AsHstanee 
we  maintain  Snndry  Posts  of  thb  nature  on  tiia  FMntier  kit  Con- 
nectiont  does  not  oh  use  to  do  the  iaoie  Pennsylvania  will  in  this  In- 
stance ease  the  UQited  Stales  ef  this  Ezpence  bj  paying  a  0«^ 
rlson  k  Sapporting  it  at  the  Charge  of  this  State  only. 

We  aoknowled^  Gen.  Washington  in  his  Enumeration  of  the 
Posts  to  be  supplied  from  this  State  mentioned  Wyoming  but  as 
we  apprehend  he  is  not  fully  acquainted  with  the  Circumstances  of 
Wyoming  k  has  since  withdrawn  all  the  Continental  Troops  from  the 
Defence  of  our  Frontier  we  are  persuaded  he  is  too  just  k  reasona- 
ble to  expect  we  shouM  wholly  sDpMrt  a  Post  on  a  Frontier  daimcd 
by  another  State  while  we  are  lefl  suone  to  defend  ourselyes. 

Fifthly.— We  are  well  assured  that  the  Produce  of  the  Sejdo- 
ment  at  Wyoming  is  quite  sufficient  for  the  supply  without  diair- 
ing  it  atsueh  a  distance  but  the  Inhabitants  do  not  chose  to  furnish 
the  Garrison  while  it  can  be  drawn  from  the  Counties  below  menf • 
without  expense  or  Charge  to  them  or  giving  Congress  a.  Credit 

Sixthly. — ^Tbe  IMstres^  of  the  Post  at  Sunburv  k  ita  Donandea- 
eies  where  we  are  obliged  to  haye  a  Garrison  of  200  men  in  a  Country 
BO  desolate  that  it  does  not  afford  a  subsistence  to  tne  ^w  wretche|i 
Inhabitants  left  there.  By  the  Commissaries  mentioned  in  Col 
Butlers  letter  the  State  Oommissariai  are  to  be  understood,  of  whom  it 
acems  reasonably  expected  they  should  supply  their  own  State  fir>t 

These  are  the  Seasons  which  have  induced  the  Authority  of  tliiB 
State  to  ioterfere  k  stay  the  Provisions  ceA^rred  to  in  your  I«etter  i 
we  doubt  not  they  witl  piore  folly  satisfiietory. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be^  &c. 


Resignation  op  J.  D.  Sergeant  Esq.  1780. 

Philadelphia^  Nor.  20,  HM- 
Sir, 

Indoaed  is  ay  Commiarfon*  as  Attorney  O*.  which  I  beg  leave 
to  reriffn. 

At  the  same  Time  thart  I  a^nowledge  the  highest  obVigatiene  to 
tha  Govismment,  I  hope  thay  will  do  tne  tiie  Justice  to  beliew  iM 
1  have  at  heart  endeav^nmd  to  serv#  Iftem  with  Fidelity  in  Timef 

«Seeitbel<nr. 
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of  more  Difficulty  than  there  is  Reason  to  expect  they  will  meet 
with  agaiQ. 

The  Office  I  have  held  is  fati^iDg  especially  as  there  is  Tery  little 
Reward  to.  Goii^[MilB|4e  the  Labour.  I  think  it  would  promote  the 
pnbliok  Service  if  the  Legislature  were  to  increase  the  Fees  on 
Indictments.  At  present  they  are  such  as  are  hardly  worth  collating, 
4nd  my  Successor,  who  ever  he  may  be,  will  find  himself  tempted 
in  &  short  Time,  rather  to  wish  to  avoid  the  Business  than  to  meet 
it  with  cheerfulness  if  some  thing  be  not  done. 

I  hope  eter  to  avcnd  the  shameful  inconsistency  of  being  drawn 
Into  any  kind  of  opposition  to  a  Cause,  which  I  have  had  the  Honour 
of  contributing  to  support ; — and  therefore  anv  Httle  Assistance  I 
may  be  able  to  afford  to  my  Successor*  or  to  dbe  GDvernment  may 
be  depended  upon. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  Tour  Ezoellenoy's 

most  Obed*.  &  very  Hh*>«.  Serv*. 

JONA  D.  SERGEANT. 
'  His  Excell'.  Presid*.  Reed. 

Commission  of  3.  D.  SBRGBAirr  now  Subbendbrbd,  ITTT, 

In  the  name  aad  by  the  authority  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Corn* 
mon  Wei^th  oC  Pennsvlvania  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of 
the  Bud  Common  WeaUh. 

To  Jonathan  Dickinson  Sergeant  Esquire  Greeting. 

We  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  your  integrity  pra« 
dence  ami  ability  hftre  appinntad  you  the  said  Jonatlum  Smkinson 
Sergeant  to  be  Attorney  General  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  Yon 
are  therefore,  by  these  presents,  commissioned  to  be  Attorney  Gen- 
eral of  the  said  State  ;  to  have^  hold  exercise,  and  enjoy  the  office  of 
Attorney  General  of  the  state  aforesaid  in  as  htfge  and  ample 
manner  as  any  Attorney  General  hath  held,  or  of  right  ought  to 
hftve  held  mffd  enjoyed  the  same  ;  with  all  the  rishts,  salaries,  fees, 
pfofitS)  priviledges  and  emoIumeBts  thersmto  beTonging  or  in  any* 
wise  i^periaiofng.  In  testimony  whereof  we  have  eannd  the 
0f  the  said  Oommon-Weatth  to  be  hero  «nto  affixed. 

Ohm  at  Laneaster  ibis  first  day  of  November  aaao  domini  one 
Ihoniand  seveii  handled  and  seventy  seven. 

THO&  WHARTON,  Jr.  Preat 
Attest 
T.  MATLAGK,  Seey.   . 
Indorsed* 

Blivolled  in  the  Rolls  offioe  for  the  State  of  PeansylvMiia  la 
Oemmisdott  k  letter  of  Attorney  Book  Na  1.  paoe  91,  the  7th  dat 
ef  June  1770.  Oevtified  tinder  my  hand  k  seal  of  office  this  lu^ 
#an«,  779.  JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr.,  Mag.  Rot 

.  *  See  Col.  ft^c,  Vol.  XT!.,  p.  548.    He  was  sneoeeded  by  Ifm.  Bradford, 
Jr.,  Baq.,  Nov.  28, 1780.— Bee  Col.  Bee.,  Tot.  XII.,  p.  MO. 
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Ghablbs  Pkttit  to  P&ks.  Bebd,  1780. 

PhHacle!phia,90tbN«7.  178a 
Sir, 

I  wiab  it  were  In  mj  power  to  nve  your  Ezcelleiicy  tbe  reqniiate 
information  respecting  the  Debts  cuxe  from  tbe  Qqarter  Masters  De- 
partment at  Easton  ;  bnt  at  present  it  is  not  I  bave  freqaentlj  & 
for  many  menibs  pest  called  upon  CoL  Hoopor  for  sncli  account  & 
bave  from  time  to  time  been  led  to  expect  I  sbonld  receive  it) 
some  circumstances  of  accounts  vet  remaining  unsettled  having 
been  made  tbe  ground  of  delay.  I  am  sgain,  by  a  circular  letter  in 
pressing  terms  calliug  on  all  the  Deputies  for  returns  of  the  Debts 
tbey  owe,  &  will  write  particular^  to.tbe  late  Deputy  at  the  Post  of 
Easton- for  his.  In  tbe  mean  time  if  be  or  any  one  under  him  has 
shewn  any  disrespect|  tbo  it  should  be  far  short  of  contenipt^  to 
Your  Excellency  or  the  Government  over  which  you  preside  l  Iwve 
not  a  wish  even  to  extenuate  his  fault  or  to  screen  him  from  Justice^ 
on  the  contrary  should  rejoice  that  he  might  be -made  to  legend  U 
his  Folly. 

I  have  the  honor  le  be  with  gMt  respeel, 

Tour  Bxcenenoy's  most  obedt.hum.  Bsrrt. 

CHAA  PETTll,  A^  M.  Gen. 

His  fixoeUflDoy  Joieph  Beed,  Efeq.,  President  of  the  8Mq^ 


PICB0.  Bass  vo  Ministxs  om  FaAHCl^  1780» 

ar, 

.  I  was  honoured  with  yonr  Bxeellencor'e  Fa^or  thii  evening  opos 
the  AffaiTs  of  Mr.  Holker.  After  the  Oontweatient  last  Ev«ai?g 
Nrith  Mr.  Marbois  I  did  not  intend  to  have  troubled  you  ftrtber  with 
so  delicate  &  disagiaeaUa  a  Sul^eot,  k  espMial^  as  I  now  find  Mr* 
Holker  does  net  stand  in  tbe  samd  Depeadimee.  ob  yonr  Futnttr  as 
on  your  Predecessor.  A  fivther  Diasussion  of  thia  SiOyeeft  woaU 
exceed  the  Lindts  of  .a  I^otter  &  would  if  necessary  be  more  proper 
for  a  Conversation.  I  am  so  unhappy  as  to  difier  firom  your  Excell' 
in  ihe  propriety  in  troubliog  the  American  Minister  with  a  Matter 
of  particular  &  not  seneral  Concern,  &  think  Dr.  Franklin  m^l 
well  ezouse  Umself  mm  acting  in  the  Detail  of  p4rtm)sr  B^iti  " 
<As  Mr.  Holker  has  been  reCumed  for  some  Time  A  has  not  thoogbt 
proper  to  offer  any  Explanations  I  do  not  conceive  it  My  duty  t» 
Mck  them,  in  this  he  ia  quite  consistent,  as  it  is  a  fresh  Pwof  of  thi 
IksUmation  in  which  he  holds  the  Authority  of  Pennsylvania— If 
such  Conduct  shaB  be  found  te  conciliate  the  Afiection  of  the  P«>pk 


of  America  to  his  CouDtry  &  to  promote  the  Interests  of  the  AlliaDoe 
&  make  him.  a  nf^foi  aQeeptaril>l6  Offieery  I  shall  t»  h^ppj  to  acknowl- 
edge my  Mistake. 

I  am.  Sir, 

jo«r  Obed.  Hbble  Senr. 
Indorsed, 

1780.  Nov.  20th,  His  Exc^^  the  President^  to  His  Eicc^  the  Minis- 
ter of  France. 


David  Franks  70  Pui.  Bbei>»  1780. 

Sir,  * 

The  Contents  of  the  Letter  whereof  tho  inclosed  is  a  Copy  rec'd 
on  fiatniday  last  ga«e  me  deep  QoQcem.  After  the  Indulgence 
shewn  me  by  Council  on  account  of  my  Indisposition  I  should  be 
eztreqicly  un^grateful  to  trespass  beyond  its  limits. 

My  Arm  has  continued  and  yet  is  in  a  high  state  of  Inflamation, 
and  necessarily  dress'd  daily.  This  principally; — the  unsettled  state 
of  my  affairs,  &  the  want  of  the  passport  added  has  occasioned  the 
delay. 

Being  apprehensive  that  a  report  raised  and  circulated  that  I 
had  depreciated  the  Currency  by  purchase  of  Specie  may  have  given 
ris0  to  prejudice  against  me .  with  the  Hon'ble  Council,  as  the  best 
Xvidende  in  my  power  of  the  falsity  of  the  report,  I  inclose  my  a£|- 
davit  on  that  iSubject, 

Observing  that  the  pass  is  only  for  myself  and  daughter,  and 
anwilling  in  the  Slightest  degree  to  violate  it,  I  must  beg  to  .trouble 
your  Excellency  to  nave  it  extended  to  a  Servant  Woman,  and  my 
tecessary  Baggage  &  that  I  may  be  allowed  till  Thursday  for  mj 
departure. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Respect 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Serv^ 
DAVID  FRANKS.* 
Philad%  21-«  Novem',  1780. 

Directed. 

His  Excellency  Jos.  Reed,  Esq'. 

•  See  Col.  Bee.  Vol.  XII.,  p.  547,  &  p.  611  of  this. 
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DltP^SItldH  OF:  DaTIB  FftAKKSi  1780. 

City  of  Philad-,  8& 

Dftvid  Franks,  of  ih%  Giiy  of  l^{l«d%  Mereht,  being  duly  Bwoni 
depoBeth  &  saith  thai  he  hath  not  by  himself  or  any  person  to  his 
Knowledge  or  with  his  Consent  parohased,  ezcbangsd  or  bartered 
any  Sam  or  Sums  of  Money  in  Specie  for  or  with  paper  money  of 
any  kind. 

DAVID  PRANKS. 

Sworn  Nor  20tb,  1780^  Before  me, 

BENJAMIN  PASCHALL. 


COHVBNTION  AT  HaBTFORD,   CONIT.,  TO  ?BBS.   ReBD^  1T80. 

Hartford,  Nov.  22d,  1780. 
Kr, 

By  the  direction  of  the  Conyeation  held  at  this  Place  I  have  the 
Honour  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  their  Proceedings  with  a 
Request  that  you  will  please  to  lay  them  before  the  Legislature  of 
your  State. 

As  the  measures  we  haye  recommended  to  the  States  by  whose  Ap- 
pointment we  met  will  depend  for  their  Efficacy  upon  the  Concurrenoe 
of  the  other  States*- We  conceiye  it  our  Duty  to  Communicate  them 
Immediately  in  order  that  if  they  should  be  deemed  Eligible  thej 
mieht  with  the  greater  dispatch  be  carried  into  Effect 

1  remain  with  the  most  sincere  Wishes  for  the  Success  of  our 
Common  Cause  and  the  Peace  &  Prosperity  of  our  Sister  States 
your  Ezcellencys 

most  Obedient  seryant, 

(By  order  of  the  Conyention) 

WILLIAM  BRADFORD,  President 
Directed, 
His  Ezoelleney  the  President  of  the  State  of  Pensylyania; 
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'    David  Fbanks  to  Pbbs.  Bsbd,  1780. 

Wednesday  BTemng,  22*  Nor',  1780. 
Sir, 

The  Carriage  I  had  engaged  for  my  Jooniey  to  New.  York  met 
with  an  acoident  in  ooming  to  Town  this  Evening.  As  this  will 
preyent  me  from  using  it  to  morrow,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  acquaint 
your  Ezoelleney  with  it  immediatelyi  that  I  may  not  appear  to  tres- 
pass in  the  smallest  degree  upon  the  Indulgeooe  of  the  honorable 
the  Coonoil.  As  I  am  in  eyery  other  respeet  prepared  to  depart, 
this  unforeseen  obstruction  will  appear  to^our  Excellency  I  hope  in 
its  proper  light  The  instant  the  waggon  is  put  into  trayelling  order 
the  council  may  rely  upon  my  setting  out,  if  the  plea  for  my  present 
uhayoidable  Delay  is  admitted. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be  y  Exeellency'B 

most  obedient  &  most  hble  sery^ 

DAVID  FRANKS.* 

Bis  Excellency  Joseph  Beed|  Esq',  President. 


Faes.  Beed  to  Datib  Frakes^  1780. 

•     PhiUd%  Noyember  28^,  1780. 
Sir, 

Your  letter  of  yestordi^  was  receiyed  and  read  in  Council  and  I 
am  direeted  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  Council  expect  you  will  be 
ready  to  set  out  on  your  Journey  to  New  York  by  to-morrow  morn- 
ing at  farthest  as  it  is  tbeir  opinion  the  excuse  is  a  yery  friyolous 
one^  and  therefore  haye  agreed  to  grant  no  further  indulgence* 


Majob  MoPhebsqn  to  Pkes.  Beed,  1780. 

Sir,      .        '         . 

'  I  hate  the  honor  to  address  your  Excellency,  and  the  Supreme 
Eiie^tiye  Council,  once  more,  on  the  subject  of  my  being  adopted 
l>y  the  State;  my  pretensions  to  which  I  had  the  honor  to  make 
known  to  your  Excellency  and  the  Honble  Council,  when  last  in 
Philadelphia,  and  which  m>m  the  Patronagis  your  Excellency  and 
the  Honble  Coun^l,  were  pleased  to  honor  me  with  on  my  an'iyal 
from  New  York  uii  nnpe,  I  am  led  to  belieye  will  be  thought  suffix 
cient — permit  me. to.  mention  to  your  Exoellenoy  and  the  Honble 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  Xn.,  p.  647. 


eis         rm^sYhVAmA  Aftaafym  its*. 

Coancili  that  in  the  other  States,  Natiyes  holding  Brevet  Gommie- 
sions,  have  been  adaiitted  to  povtioipate  ever j:  advantage  aa  if  Offi- 
cers of  the  Line,  without  any  kind  of  distinction,  several  instances 
of  whidh  General  St.  Glair  who  does  aie  the  honor  to  present  this 
can  inform  your  Excellency  of. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  most  perfbot  fespeet 

Tour  Ezcellencys  most  obedient  8crv*, 

W.  MACPHERSON. 

Camp,  2i^  Nov.,  1780.  '  •' 

His  Eicellcncy  Joseph  Reod,  Efeq.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


iuOh. .  Sahubi*  Miles  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Philad-,  Nov  25«',- 1780-  ' 
Sir, 

The  procaring  of  wood  for-  this  poet,  is  a  matter  that  has  given 
me  much  ooneera  for  some  mouthy  past,  and  I  have  used  every 
means  in  my  power  to  obtain  a  certain  supply  for  the  winter,  bat 
find  it  impossible  to  do  it  without  Gash,  which  the  Public  Treasary 
cannot  at  present  furnish. — On  mentioning  the  difficulty  I  labored 
voder,  to  some  Qentlemen  a/ew  days  ago,  1  was  inform'd  that  there 
was  a  tract  of  land  about  A)nr  miles  from  the  City  (ftotm  which  the 
poor  were  snppl^M  with  wood  hist  Winter,)  belongmg  to  someper^ 
sons  in  Englatd,  and  that  people  of  all  Complexions  were  oftttiog  h 
&troying  the  timber  at  their  pleasure,  no  person  have  Authoiity  to 
prevent  them ;  and  was  advised  to  apply  fot  Permission  to  out  as 
much  wood  off  this  tract  as  coold  ba  spared  without  Injury  to  the 
plaoe  as  a  plantation.  If  the  Honorable  the  Council  would  be 
pleased  to  grant  iiie,  in  behalf'  of  the  pubHe,  this  Authority,  I  shall 
take  all  the  care  I  can  to  prevent  frauds,  and  keep  an  exact  account 
of  the  wood,  and  as  soon  as  money  can  be  procured  fop  that  purpose, 
pay  the  Value  to  such  person  as  shall  have  a  tight  to  receive  it. 

I  .beg  leave  aldo  to  mention  to  vour  Excellency,  that  the  tolt  fo^ 
Crossing  the  bridge  over  Scbnyfkill,  from  the  depreciation  of  tb0 
money,  is  become  so  trifling,  that  the  tenant  there  assures  %^'  It  is 
with  tGfficulty  he  can  support  his  ikmily,  and  should  uny  aocfdent 
happen  to  the  Bridge  It  would  ,be  impossible  for  him  to  mttntain 
boats  for  any  length  of  time,  at  Ae  present  Ibw  rates  of  the  fieitTiage. 
I  submit  the  propriety  of  laying  those  o))jects  b^ref  Council  io  your 


Exoellenoies  Jadgment^  &  have  no  doubt  but  oTery  thing  that  is 
tight  will  be  done. 

I  haye  the  Honor  to  be 

jotir  BzeeUendes  tnost  Obed. 

.&  most  Humble  Serv., 

8AM'  MILES,  D.  Q.  M., 

forPennsy*.* 

Hifi  Ezcellenoy  Joseph  Reed,  Esq%  President  of  Pennsj^lTiinSa. 


LbTTBES   EBSPECTINa   PRISOISJERS   OF   WaE   At   NbW    ToEK* 

1780. 
Copy. 

New  York,  Nov  25, 1780. 
Sir. 

Being  appointed  by  l^e  American  Officers  prisoners  of  War  on 
Long  Island  to  go  out  to  solicit  supplies  from  their  respective  states 
to  discharge  the  Debts  already  Contracted  by,  thepi,  as  well  as  for 
their  more  deoent  support  daritig  their  captivity ;  and  judging  it 
probable  that  it  wUl  bp  more  convenieut  to  some  of  the  states  to  send 
in  produce  than  specie,  we  have  to  request  that  Permf^on  may  be 

Slanted  to  send  into  New  York  tfhe  undermentioned  articles,  (Viz.,) 
rain  of  all  kinds.  Flour,  Beef,  Pork,  Live  Stock,  Onions,  fiumber^ 
Boards^  i^Utling,  Iron,  Hemp,  Pitch  &  Tar,  to  be.cousisn'd  to  such 
Publiek  agent  as  may  be  appointed,  and  disposed  of  by  4iim,  the 
monies  arisiug  from  the  sales  to  be  applied  as  above. 

Shou'd  we  be  indulged  in  our  request,  we  wish  to  know  on  what 
terms  the  above  Articles  may  be  Vended,  that  we  may  communicate 
theijA  to  our  Statea  reapeetively,  and  that  we  may  be  permitted  to 
take  out  with  us  olank  pasports  for  the  Vessels  that  may  be  sen^ 
firom  the  more  remote  States  in  order  to  expedite  the  aupply. 

Weare&c. 
(Sgn'd,)        JAMES  IBVINE,  B.  O. 

OBOROB  MATTHEWS,  (3ol. 
JOHN  ELY,  Col. 

The  Honourable  And'w  Elliott^  Esq'. 

*  See  Obi  Ro«.,  Yol.  XII.,  p.  558w 
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Copy. 

Ne:«  York,  29th  NoTember,  1780. 
Qendemen. 

I  immediately  laid  your  letter  of  the  25th  Listaiity  before  1>  Oen' 
Bobeeon,  Major  Gen^  Philips  md  Brigadier  Qeo}  Birek  .  Endoeed 
18  « letter  bom  those  Qentlemen  with  an  answer  to  the  request  yon 
was  pleased  to  make  through  me^  which  I  iBatter  mysdf  m^j  yiove 
nsef  al  to  many  iodindiials. 

As  several  of  the  articles  which  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
agrees  to  admit  from  the  different  Ptovinces  are  under  Begolated 
Prices^  above  which  they  are  not  allowed  to  be  sold,  I  have  for  your 
farther  information  annexed  a  Ibt  of  the  same. 

I  am  with  due  respect,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  Obedient  Humble  Senr't. 
(SXgn'd,) 

Wheat,  26  shill*  Curren^^ 

Wheat  flour,    80  ditto. 

Bye,      .  10         ditto. 

Bye  Meal^  30  ditto. 
Indian  Com,  10  ditto. 
Indian  Meal,  28  ditto. 
Buckwheat,  7  ditto 
Backw«  meal,  26  ditto. 
Directedj 
Brig'.  Gen.  Irvine,.  Gol".  George  Matthews  &  Col.  John  Ely. 


Copy. 

New  York,  29  November,  1780. 
Gentlemen,  • 

M'  Elliot  the  Superintendent  General  having  laid  before  us  your 
letter  to  him  dated  the  25th  of  this  month,  in  which  you  request  that 
Permission  may  be  granted  for  the  different  Provinces  to  send  into 
Ne#  York  articles  of  their  produoe  (in  lieu  of  Specie)  to  be  disposed 
of,  to  discharge  the*I>ebt^  already  contracted  by  the  American 
officers,  Prisoners  of  war  on  Long  Island,  as  well  as  for  their  mqi^ 
decent  support  during  their  Captivity ;  We  have  to  inform  you,  thai 
his  Exoelienoy  Sir  Henry  Clinton  is  pleased  to  grant  your  request, 
Yis.  that  grain  of  all  kinds,  Flour,  Beef,  Pork,  Live  Stock,  Onions 
and  other  Boots,  Lumber,  Boards,  Scantling,  Hemp,  Pitch,  Tar,  and 
also  Iron,  Cyder  and  Hay  may  be  sent  to  New  York,  from  the 
different  Provinces,  and  disposed  of  for  the  purposes  you  propose, 
under  the  enclosed  Begulations  and  Restrictions. 
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We  have  farther  to  add  that  his  Ezoellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
offers  to  direct  the  pay  Master  Gen.  of  the  Convention  Troops  in 
Virginia,  David  Oeddis,  Esq'  to  receive  any  snm  of  money  in  Specie 
for  the  nse  of  said  Troops,  and  to  give  Keoeipts  and  Drafts  for  the 
saine  on  the  Paymastor  Gen.  in  New  York,  which  being  prodnc'd  by 
the  ConmiBSSiry  that  may  be  sei^  in  by  Oen.  Washington  shall  be 
acknowledged.  And  that  to  reimburse  snch  persons  who  may  thns 
advanee  sums  oi  money,  permission  aha]!  be  granted  from  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  to  the  said  Commissary  to  pnrohase  to  that  amount,  articles 
of  British  and  Bast  India  manufactures  (woolen  cloths,  Stockings, 
Hati,  Shoes,  Boots,  Arms,  Ammunition  and  Medicines  excepted) 
which  with  proper  permissions  will  be  allowed  to  be  shiped  oa  board 
my  LioenscMf  vessels  that  may  arrive  here  from  Virginia  with  produce 
as  mentioned  above. 

Lists  of  the  British  and  East  India  Articles  proposed  to  be  purw 
ehased  by  the  Commissary  must  be  laid  before  L*  General  Robeson 
for  his  approbation. 

We  are  with  due  respect,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  Obedient  hnmble  servants. 
(Sign'd)  JAMES  ROBERTSON, 

W.  PHILIPS,  M.  Gen*. 
S.  BIRCH,  B.  Qen^  &  Commandant 
AND^  ELLIOT,  Sup'  Gen». 
Dirededp 
Brig'  Gen«  Irvine,  Co*  Geo.  Matthews  &  Col.  John  Ely. 

Indorsed, 

Copy  of  Sundry  Letters  relative  to  sending  Produce  into  N.  York 
for  the  benefit  of  the  American  Prisoners. 


Sect.  Matlack  to  William  Bradjori)  Jil  Esq,  1780, 

PhUad-,  Nov.  27, 1780. 
Sir, 

Inolosed  is  a  commission  to  you  as  Attorney  Gen.  of  the  State. 
It  is  necessary  before  you  enter  upon  the  office  that  you  take  the 
oaths  required  by  the  constitution ;  which  may  be  done  before  the 
Judges  or  either  of  them.  I  congratulate  you  on  this  appoiutment 
the  more  honorable  to  you  as  it  appears  to  give  general  satisfaction. 
And  am,  Your  most  obedient  servant. 

T.  M.  Sec'y. 
Directed^ 

To  Wm.  Bradford,  Jr.  Esq'.   . 
Vol.  VIIL— 27 
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Prbs.  Rmd  to  Prbs'ts  op  Common  Pleas,  1780. 

In  GimocU, 

PbQad-,  Norember  27tli,  1780. 

8ir, 

Indosed  you  have  a  GommuBioii  u  President  of  the  Courts  of 
Common  PleM,  Q'  Sessions  &  Orphans  Courts  when  joa  amy  h^pen 
to  be  present 

The  fitppiness  of  the  People  the  good  Order  of  Goremment  ft  the 
Adysnoement  of  Religion  &  Virtue  so  mneh  depend  on  the  due  Ad* 
ministration  of  Jnstioe  that  we  are  perswaded  yon  will  think  yonrscAf 
asefuUy  ft  honourably  employed  while  promoting  these  TalnaUe 
Purposes.  The  Bxample  of  the  Msgistrates  as  well  in  pobliek  as 
private  Life  is  highly  influential  to  these  Ends,  ft  as  the  Offiee  of 
admioisteriDg  Justice  is  truly  honourable  we  hope  none  called  to  this 
im portent  Trust  will  debase  it  by  sordid  ft  lucrative  Views  either 
vccumulating  Business  or  increasing  the  Foes  beyond  what  the  Law 
allows.  A  due  Decorum  ft  Solemnity  in  Court  greatly  tends  to  draw 
the  Reverence  of  the  People  ft  in  all  cases  where  Oaths  or  Affirmations 
are  administered  shouH  be  much  regarded.  A  punctual  Attendance 
of  the  Magistrates  ft  the  Officers  of  the  Court  from  the  Sheriff  to  the 
Constable  ft  also  of  Jurymen  should  not  be  overlooked,  and  tho'  we 
hope  that  from  the  Knowledge  ft  Liberality  of  the  Gentlemen  in  the 
Profession  of  the  Law  no  improper  Liberties  will  be  taken  with  the 
liench  yet  we  think  it  our  Duty  to  mention  it  as  one  of  the  essential 
Qualifications  of  a  Judge  to  support  ft  preserve  the  Dignity  of  his 
Office  on  all  Occasions.  The  Revenues  of  the  State  depend  in  some 
Instances  on  the  Care  ft  Attention  of  the  Magistrates  as  in  the  Case  of 
Excise  ft  Tavern  Licenses ;  in  these  Respects  we  recommend  them  to 
sttention  ft  where  a  Neglect  of  the  Governm*  is  manifested  by  Non- 
Payment  of  the  publick  Dues  that  the  Magistrates  would  refuse  their 
Recommendation.  We  also  seriously  recommend  to  the  Considenttion 
of  the  Bench  a  Revisal  of  the  Taverns  which  wereallways  too  numerous 
for  the  good  Accomodation  of  Travellers  or  the  good  Order  ft  Morality 
of  the  People,  ft  a  severe  Punishment  of  those  selling  Liquors  without 
legal  aoth^.  A  due  Regard  to  the  Peace  of  Families  ft  the  Education 
of  Youth  will  lead  you  to  suppress  all  that  are  not  necessary  for  the 
i\ccomodation  of  Travellers  or  Meetings  of  Publick  Business. 

The  Depreciation. of  our  Money  has  undoubtedly  promoted  a  great 
Depreciation  of  Morals  ft  particularly  in  lessening  the  Penalties 
imposed  on  Offenders  against  the  Laws  that  will  not  be  in  the  Power 
of  tlie  Magistracy  to  remedy  where  the  Penalties  are  assigned  by  the 
Law,  but  in  all  these  Cases  where  the  Discretion  of  the  Court  is  inter- 
ested we  would  recommend  to  you  that  while  you  avoid  excessive 
Fines  ft  rigorous  Punishments  you  pay  a  due  Regard  to  the  real 
Value  of  Money.    To  inculcate  on  all  occasions  j^svercnce  for  the 
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Lftws  &  Respeet  for  publiek  Aathoritj  is  so  natiirally  the  Duty  of 
Magistrates  that  we  need  only  mention  it.  To  give  ready  AssistaDoo 
&  Advice  to  all  Persons  in  Office  ezecnting  the  Laws  &  other  pnbliok 
Measures  for  the  Support  &  Supply  of  the  Army  is  also  an  indispensaUe 
Duty  at  this  Time  and  bb  the  present  greaA  Gontcst  is  Bkely  to  end 
in  the  happy  BstabHsbment  of  a  Qovemment  fonndsd  on  the  trae 
Principles  of  Liberty  yonr  Inflnence  k  fizample  will  be  well  employed 
in  enconraging'&inottlcating  Principles  of  Catholicism  nratual  For- 
bearance ft  Kindness  to  each  odier  on  all  occasions^  civil  &  re- 
ligious. Wishing  yon  &  your  Brethren  much  Happiness  &  Bnooess  in 
your  publiek  &  private  Characters,  I  remain, 

Sir,  Yonr  Obt.  Hbble  Serv.* 
Indorsed, 

Nov.  27th,  17^0.    Circular  letter  to  the  Presidents  of  the  Courts 
of  Common  Picas,  &o.  in  the  different  Counties. 


Wm.  Scott  to  Pres.  Rbed,  1780. 

York,  Nov  27%  1780. 
May  it  Pleas  your  Excellency : 

Sir, 

We  have  been  endeavouring  to  find  and  take  some  of  onr  Deserted 
Volunteers,  which  has  delay'  sending  forward  the  few  we  had  on 
band';  the  one  we  had  in  Prison  when  your  Excellency  was  with  us, 
we  sent  with  an  Officer  who  had  the  charge  of  Prisoners  from  Car* 
lisle,  and  Fm  told  he  Escaped  on  the  way,  in  Irons.  The  few  that 
are  here,  will  March  this  day  or  to  morrow.  Colonel  Lee,  on  his 
leaveing  this  Place,  drew  Orders  on  me  to  pay  Money  to  the  People 
with  whome  he  lodged  in  Town,  for  Subsistance;  won'  be  glad  to 
know  if  I  am  to  Pay  those  bills,  and  in  what  manner,  as  they  are 
drawn  for  Specie,  or  the  Value  thereof. 

With  Cap*  Habn  (the  bearer)  will  be  an  Opertnnity  of  Sending 
the  Order  to  our  Treasurer,  which  I  Sent  with  your  Excellency,  to 
be  endorsed  for  Payment  here. 

The  Justices  have  Setled  the  quota  of  suplyes  for  our  County,  and 
with  my  next  returns  will  send  an  ace*  of  our  success. 
I  am  your  Excellency's 

Obedient  Hnmb.  Servt., 

W-  SCOTT. 

Directedy 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire/  President  in  Goancil, 
Philadelphia. 

*  See  Col.  Rijo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  647,  649. 
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Kr, 

I  rtoeiTod  jemt  Fkwwbt  regpectiiig  M'  Jod,*  ft  am  Mrry  I  tpovbM 
your  £x0eH^  on  that  Oeeuioiiy  ••  I  did  not  kmom  bo  had  bean  goiUj 
of  aDv  Indeaeocjr  to  tbo  State,  or  any  G-entlemon  in  Ofllieo  Bndor  h. 
I  ooald  readily  agree  to  a  great  Part  of  the  DeeoriptioB  of  hie  Ohar- 
aoter  in  other  Respeote,  bul  aa  upon  aoeh  Oooa8i<Hiay  k  stteh  Tinofly 
I  do  not  apprehend  the  ntmost  Purity  of  Charaeter  is  to  be  ezpooted, 
I  ventured  to  eootinue  hin  on  the  Line  in  whioh  I  reeomBieiided 
him  to  your  fixeellenoy ;  &  the  Sneoeaa  has  fully  justified  the  Measure, 
as  it  is  entirely  tbro'  him  that  one  of  the  most  wicked,  artful  Oangs 
of  Villains  that  ever  existed,  has  been  detected  &  broken  up — ^We 
bare  now  about  8  in  Irons,  all  engaged  in  a  Correspondence  with 
New  York,  &  assisting  the  £nemy  in  ▼arions  Ways.  Joel's  Address 
brought  Stansbury  within  our  Reach,  &  Stansbury's  Papers  opened 
up  the  Lumber  Trade  with  New  York,  which  enabled  us  to  seise  the 
Captains  who  cavie  here  under  an  Exchange ;  their  Papers  made 
further  Discoveries,  &  this  Day  one  of  them  was  prevailed  on  to 
make  an  ample  Confession,  wbioh  I  enclose  your  Ezcell^^,  together 
with  some  Papers  on  the  Subject.  R.  J.  Smith,  of  Mooros  Tows, 
has  been  very  busy  with  Stansbury,  as  appears  by  the  Examination 
of  the  Papers.  When  I  wrote  this  AfternooD,  I  forgot  to  mention 
his  Name.  As  I  doubt  whether  there  has  been  any  Act  of  Treason 
coratnitted  in  this  State,  we  can  only  proceed  against  them  as  Persons 
of  dissolute  Character,  which  I  [Should  rather  do  as  to  Stansbury  ft 
Cummins,  of  this  State,  than  that  they  should  have  a  Tr^al  in  Jersey, 
ft  perhaps,  by  InflueDce  or  Address,  get  off  ft  come  back  to  injure 
ft  insult  us  a  second  Time — Your  Excull'*  good  Judgment  can  deter- 
mine how  far  there  is  a  Probability  of  their  falling  under  the  Cor- 
rection of  the  Laws  of  your  State ;  ft  if  you  think  it  expedient,  they 
shall  be  delivered  over  as  you  may  direct,  to  stand  a  Tryal  in  Jelrsey. 
If  Ball's  Price's  ft  Salter's  Pspcrd  could  be  found,  I  make  no  Doubt 
important  Discoveries  might  be  made ;  it  is  from  Papers  we  have 
been  able  principally  to  dissect  the  Villainy  here. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  your  Excell'  as  soon  as  possible^  ft 
am,  with  due  Esteem,  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbbl.  Servt, 

Major  Howell,  of  Cohant^y 

D«  fiennardr-  Sea  Shore. 

John  Thomas,         1 

Moses  Mullinn,        V  of  Egg  Harbour,  went  in  Black's  YesseL 

Joseph  Devinney,    ) 

Atkinson,  of  Moores  Town,  came  out  with  Stilman  ft  Shaw. 

Joseph  Ridgley  ft  James  Bell,  Owners  of  the  Schooner  Shark. 

*  See  page  576. 
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Ebcnamr  Tneker,  >       Of  Egg  II«rbOiir  HMids— mi  boaid  the 
TbmMB  A^UMi     )   Scluioper  Shark. 

Tolbort,  Master  of  the  SiJd^'Hairke,  loaded  with  Lttmber,  ToImmoo 
M oaes  Kemploa.'*^ 

1780,  Not.  27. 


List  or  Papbks  Bisam  to  hts  ExcBLLimoT  William  Liv- 
INGSTON,  Esq.,  Governor  of  New  JERdBY,  1780. 

Lifit  of  Papers  sent  to  His  Ezoenency  WiHiam  Uvingstoa,  Esqr., 
Gov'  of  New  Jersey. 

N«  1.  Letter  &  invoice,  29  Nov.,  1778. 

'<    2.  Saltar  to  Stansbary,  13  Now.y  1780. 

''    3.  Ball  to  StaiMlmry,  13  Nov.,  1780. 

<"    4.  Stansbary  to  ,  22nd  do. 

«   t,  Shaw  to  Howell,  29  Aug.,  1780. 

**    6.  R.  Smith  to  Stansbury,  4  Jan'y,  1780. 

"    7.  Saltar  to  Stansbury,  27  July,  1779. 

«    8.  do.  do.,  2  May,  1780. 

'^    9.  Stansbury,  under  the  signature  of  J^  Sterling,  to  Jog.  Wardell 

— enclosing  a  letter  to  Silas  Barton  (that  is  Sam.  BufttiBg,)  wiih 

list  of  goods  &  Aeo*  sales. 
<'  10.  Capt.  Drew's  Certificate  to  Tim.  Wilson. 
"11.  Conrow's  pass  to  Stansbury.    ' 
«  12.  Willets'  reci«  for  i  sloop  Suceesfr. 
<^  18.  L.  Saltar's  Act:  with  John  Stevens. 

A  15  I  3'<^P  Hawkes^  Acco**. 

"  16.  Kempton's  Act.,  Hawke,  junr.^  w^  Stiinsbnry. 

*^  17.  Cost  of  Rawk  k  SwaHow. 

*^  18.  J.  Saltar's  draft  en  J.  Sakar. 

<'19.  ListofOwoen. 


PRBS.   REEI>  to   SraAKBA  07  AS8BMBLT,  1789. 

Hr, 

Among  the  Beoommendattons  of  Mr.  Searle,  when  he  went 
abroad  on  publiok  Business,  the  Council  addressed  one  to  the  Hoiii 
Mr.  Adams  one  of  the  Ministers  of  the  United  t^tates  fh>m  whosfc 
we  haye  veeeived  the  Incloeed  LetteM,  As  Mr.  ^arle  isfiew  anrtved 
&  there  is  the  greatest  Reason  to  belieye  he  will  suooeed,  we  most 
call  the  serious  Attention  of  the  Hon.  Hoiiee  to  provide  MttaSB  to 

*  See  €dL  See.,  Tel.  ZIl.,  p.  66t. 
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support  file  BngaMiDeiifes  into  which  he*  may  probtthly  estor.  Ta 
this  88  well  as  other  Transaetioiis  of  tbs  same  Nature,  thapabtie 
FiiHh  is  not  oaly  9Mrodly  pledged  Imv  the. Names  of  Oendemeii 
are  held  forth  in  snoh  a  Manner  as  must  give  them  the  greatest 
Gonoenii  shoold  there  be  any  Failure  <xt  unaeoessMy  SNdayia 
performing  what  the  late  House  so  solemnly  promised.  An  Opp^ 
of  writing  Mr.  Searle  will  present  in  a  few  Bays  which  we  hope 
will  be  improved  so  as  to  enabre  the  President  to  inform  him  what 
he  has  to  depend  on,  fts  the  Bosiness  is  of  such  a  Nature  as  to  re« 
quire  it  should  be  honourably  supported  or  immediately  relinquished. 
We  also  take  this  Occasion  to  lay  before  the  Hon.  House  the  Terms 
on  which  Mr.  Searie  is  gone  and  we  doubt  not  his  Fidelity  &  Suooess 
will  be  equal  to  bis  Disinterestedness,  as  he  has  ever  shown  him- 
self an  honest  Servant  of  the  publick,  &  a  sincere  Friend  to  the 
Constitution^  &  Oovernment  of  the  State. 

1  have  the  Honour  to  be  Sur^ 

Tour  obed.  Hbble.  fier. 

J.  BEED. 
Indorsed^ 
Novr.  27th,  1780. 


SjHSTBIGTIOlfS  AND  RbSuLATIONS  BbSPKCTING    SUPPLIES  TO 
PaiSONBBB  AT  N-  Y.  1780. 

Copy. 

Restrictions  and  Regulatioos  under  which  His  Exoellency  Sir 
Henry  Clintou  will  allow  the  following  Articles  of  Americaft  pro* 
dnce  to  be  sent  into  New  Tork,  from  the  different  Provinces,  to  ba^ 
disposed  of  by  the  Commissary  that  may  be  appointed  by  Generai- 
Washington  to  reside  in  New  fork. 

The  Moneys  arising  from  the  Sales  to  be  applied  by  the  Com- 
missary  under  the  direction  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Bobertsoni  -towards  the 
discbarge  of  the  debts  already  Contracted  by  the  Amerioaa  Offioers, 
Prisoners  of  war  on  Long  Island^  as  well  as  for  their  more  decent 
support  during  their  Captivity. 

Should  the  produce  sent  in  by  any  of  the  Provinces  amount  to 
more  than  what  may  be  necessary  to  answer  the  above  purposes  of 
their  respeotive  officers;  such  overplus  the  Commissary  will  be 
albwed  to  invest  in  sueh  articles  of  British  and  East  India  Manu- 
factures, as  may  be  approved  of  bv  Lt.  General  Bobertson  who  will 
grant  the  necessary  Permissions  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  seme; 
as  the  Commissary  will  be  under  Oatb^  not  to  send  out  Specie  Oa 
any  account 

Grain  and  roots  of  all  sorts,  Hay  &  Cyder  to  be  sold  out  of  the 
Vessels  in  such  quantities  as  may  be  directed  by  the  Commandant 
at  the  Current  prices>  but  never  to  exceed  tbe  regulated  Prices. 
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Flour  to  be  sold  bj  the  Barrel  oat  of  tbe  Vessels,  at  the  ftverage 
priees  of  that  article  as  it  may  then  be  fixed  by  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  for  the  Bogulatii^  of  the  assize  of  bread^  bat  never  to 
exceed  tbe  Regulated  Price. 

Idve  Stocky  Beef,  Pork,  Timber,  Boards,  Spantling,  Lumber, 
Hemp,  Pitch,  Tar  and  Iron,  to  be  sold  at  Pabliok  Sale,  without  any 
limitation  of  Price. 

When  any  of  the  above  mentioned  articles  are  tb  be  sent  from  the 
Provinces,  the  Commissary  at  New  York  must  be  Informed  of  the 
name,  build  and  Burthen  of  the  Vessel  that  is  to  carry  them  the 
Masters  name,  the  number  of  the  Crew,  and  the  quality  of  (he 
Cargo  that  he  may  obtain  from  Lieutenant  General  Robertson  the 
necessary  papers  and  Permissions  to  enable  her  to  proceed  to  New 
York. 

Every  Vessel  employed  in  this  way  must  Carry  a  white  Flag. 

The  Captain  of  all  such  Vessels  must  go  on  board  the  first  guard 
Ship,  and  receive  on  board  an  officer  who  will  deliver  his  Letter  for 
the  Commissary  to  the  Commandant,  who  will  order  a  Quard  on 
board  to  prevent  the  Crew  Landing  or  having  any  intercourse  with 
the  Inhabitants. 

Tbe  Captains  and  Crews  of  such  Vessels,  are  neither  to  carry  out| 
or  bring  in  any  letters  but  the  Commissarys  respecting  the  Cargo. 

When  tbe  Vessel  is  unloaded  proper  Permission  will  be  given  for 
ber  departure. 

When  Live  Cattle  are  to  be  drove  in  by  Kings  bridge,  the  Com- 
missary must  apply  to  Lt  General  Robertson  for  a  protection  for 
bringing  the  same  to  East  Chester,  or  to  Colonel  Philips  house, 
which  protection  must  mention  the  names  of  the  drivers,  and  the 
number  and  kind  of  Cattle ;  to  which  places  the  said  Commissary 
must  upon  a  day  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  send  out  proper 
Persons  to  drive  the  same  in  from  tbe  above  mentioned  Places, 
where  the  first  Drivers  ar^  to  be  discharged  and  the  Protection  that 
was  grsnted  for  tbe  Drove  to  be  delivered  to  the  persons  sent  out 
by  the  Commissary. 

(Signed,) 

JAMES  ROBERTSON, 
W.  PHILIPS  Major  General. 
S.  BIRCH,  Brigr.  General, 

&  Commandant| 
AND.  ELLIOT,  Supr.  Gene. 
New  York,  29  November,  1780. 
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MiNISTEB  OF  FbAKCS  TO  F^SS*  RfiBD,  1780, 

Sir, 

When  you  did  me  the  honor  to  come  to  my  house,  with  the  Y'm 
President  of  the  state,  your  Excellency  told  me  that  you  was  able 
to  produce  many  proofs  to  suppcnrt  the  complaints  whioh  yoa  had  to 
make  agaii^st  Mr.  Holker,  &  particularly  a  Letter  from  him  to 
Arnold  which;  giv^s  occasion  to  believe  that  they  had  some  oohh 
mercial  Interests  or  Connections  together,  I  underBtood  you  that 
whea  Mr.  Holker  should  return  here  you  would  likj9  to  have  a 
Conference  with  him  t  being  present  and  that  you  would  explain 
your  grounds  of  offenoe  &  hear  his  Justifications. 

Having  heard  nothing  furthw  of  the  affair  I  supposed  ^at  the 
persons  who  had  mentioned  the  proofs  to  you  had  not  furnished  you 
with  them,  &  I  thought  myself  obliged  to  eommunioate  the  busineai 
to  Mr.  Holker,  &  acquaint  him  with  your  Suspicions,  ceoommending 
it  to  him  to  conduct  himself  with  the  Respect  which  he  ought  to 
the  first  Magistrate,  A  to  take  no  part  in  the  political  Affiiirs  which 
unhappily  divide  the  Citixens,  of  tfaie  State. 

Mr.  Marbois  having  informed  me  of  the  Conversation  whi<$h  he  bad 
with  you  yesterday  I  Siought  I  oould  not  too  soon  aoquaint  yoii,.that  I 
am  ready  when  you  judge  proper,  to  come  to  your  housoy  with  Mn 
Holker,  &  to  hear  the  Charges  that  you  niay  have  to  prefer  agaanst 
him  hoping  that  actuated  by  similar  Motives,  you  will  alM  hear 
what  reasons  he  may  have  to  urge  in  his  defence. 

If  after  such  Conversation  you  shall  not  think  that  he  haa  justified 
Jiimself  &  that  there  are  matters  whioh  in  my  qualilgf  of  Minister  of 
France,  I  can  judge  of,  I  will  do  it  immediately. 

As  to  any  objects  with  respect  to  which  we  may  not  eonour  ia 
sentiment,  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  forward  your  Complaints  to 
your  Minister  in  France,  &  I  on  my  part  will  traoamit  Mr.  EaXken 
defence. 

You  may  rest  assured  that  I  shall  conduct  myself  with  the  same 
Impartiality  in  this  business,  whioh  I  hope  you  have  observed  me  to 
maintain  in  every  thing  that  has  passed  in  this  State  since  I  have 
had  the  honor  to  reside  in  it. 

I  am  with  Consideration  &  Bespect, 

Sir  your  very  humble  &  very  obedient  Servant, 

The  Chevalier  of  Luaerne. 
Indonedf 

Novembef'SOth,  1780. 
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.      BI8OI.UTIOM  OF  COHGRBSS,  1780. 

In  CoD£rea8,  Norr.  80**,  1780^ 
Bosolved,  That  it  be  reoommended  to  the  several  States,  immedi« 
^ateij  to  ioforoi  the  Commissary  General  and  deputy  Commissary  of 
the  names  of  their  principal  Aeent  or  Commissioner  respectively  for 
supplying  the  Army,  and  to  ^lige  them  to  give  infbrmadon  from 
time  to  time  to  the  Commissary  Gen>  or  the  dep'y  Commissarv  with 
the  Southern  Army  as  the  case  may  be,  of  their  prospects^  k  bovr 
far  they  shall  be  able  to  comply  with  their  requisitions. 

That  the  live  Stock,  to  be  furnished  by  the  several  States,  be 
delivered  to  such  store  keepers,  within  each  State  at  such  times, 
and  in  such  quantities  as  the  Commissary  .Gen>  or  the  deputy  Com- 
missary shall  direct,  under  the  regulations  contained  in  the  Act  of 
Congress  of  the  15^  July  lasti  for  the  delivery  of  all  other  public 
1?ropei:tf. 

Bztraot  (torn  the  Minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  See'y. 


Jambs  Duane  to  Pebs.  Rebd,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  SO***  November,  1780. 
Sir^ 

I  am  oUiged  to  your  Ezeelleney  for  your  good  opinion.     I  shall 
never  he  in  dancer  of  forfeiting  it  by  maltreating  a  civil  officer. 

Some  of  the  Delegates  of  Virginia  and  Ne^F  Tork  hired  the  House 
in  which  we  live :  and  it  is  altogether  appropriated  to  the  Aoeomo- 
dation  of  M'  Maddison  M'  Mott  M'  Sharp  and  myself — This  morn- 
ing I  was  hastily  called  home  from  my  Duty  in  Congress.  The 
house  was  entered  and  beset  by  a  deputy  sheriff  and  liis  men  so 
binding  that  they  had  no  criminal  process  to  execute,  I  forwarned 
them  at  their  peril,  not  to  enter  my  apartment  or  touch  any  of  mf 
Effects.  '  I  explained  our  publick  Characters  Priviledges  and  exclu- 
rive  Right  td  occupy  that  House :  and  immediately  repaired  to  my 
Duty  in  .Congress.  The  officer  tho^  at  liberty,  after  the  Caution  I 
had  giveh  hiip,  to  use  his  own  Discretion,  thought  fit  to  follow  and 
renew  the  Conversation;  the  purport  of  which,  on  my  part,  was  no  . 
more  than  to  recommend  him  to  take  advice  before  he  proceeded 
further :  for  he  appeared  to  me  to  be  ignorant  of  his  t)uty. .  Nothiifg 
then'  can  be  more  untrue  than  that  I  offered  him  the  slightest  injury 
by  word  or  action.  From  a  Complaint  so  destitute  of  foundation, 
is  it  not  to  be  suspected  that  this  attempt  to  execute  a  Process 
against  Objects,  of  which  neither  the  <^Bcer  nor  any  with  him,  appear'd 
to  have  the  leapt  ka^wledis^  was  calenhf cd  for  the  mischievoue  pur- 
pose of  exciting  disturbance  and  giving  affront  ? 

27* 
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Penoit  me,  Sir,  to  add,  iliat  in  my  opinion  the  Seasons  for  ^vo- 
teoUng  in  all  Yiaiiona,  the  Persons  Houses  k  BfFeots  of  foreign 
Ambassadors  applj  with  at  least  equal  Force  to  the  Members  who 
constitute  the  general  Government  of  the  United  States.  Shall 
their  apartments  be  intruded  into,  their  papers  be  exposed,  and  their 
Effects  seised  in  a  civil  Case  too  with  which  they  have  no  conneetioa 
Shall  they  be  stripped  of  every  accomodation,  and  disqualified  frotn 
pursuing  the  great  Duties  of  their  Misnon  T  Shall  there  be  no  redress 
but  thro'  a  tedious  Couise  of  Law  in  which  at  the  Expense  of  their 
Independance,  and  of  the  Sovteignty  represented  in  their  persons, 
they  must  submit  to  be  suitors  t  It  is  easy  to  see  that  a  Qovemment 
thus  constituted  must  be  incompetent  to  the  great  Purposes  of 
publick  safety. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  great  respect 

Sir,  your  BxeeUene/a  • 

most  Obedient  humble  Servaiily 

JA-  DUANB. 

His  Excellency  President  Keed. 


Col.  Eph&ahc  Blaina  to  Pbb&  Bbbd,  1780. 

Philada.  Ist  I>«)ember.  1780. 
Sir,  • 

Bjr  a  resolution  of  Congress  passed  last  Tuesday  all  the  Artifieers 
in  this  State  are  ordered  to  Carlisle,  and  I  am  directed  to  prepare  a 
Magaaine  of  Salt  Provisions  for  their  Support.  The  Quantity  of 
Ploor  and  Bye  Spirits  which  you  have  directed  the  CommissionerB 
of  that  County  to  Purchase  will  be  sufficient  for  their  Consi^n^oUi 
but  Meat  will  be  immediately  wanting;  have  therefore  to  request 
your  Excellency  &  Council  not  only  to  make  Provision  for  that 
Post,  but  add  two  hundred  Barrels  as  a  Magazine  for  the"  nse  of 
Northumberland  County  in  case  the  Indians  should  ^naal^e  any 
attempt  upon  the  Frontier  settlements. 

Underneath  you  have  an  Estimate  of  the  quantity  of  provisions 
necessary  for  the  State  Consumption  until  the  1st  of  July,  next — 
this  ought  immediately  to  be  procured  while  Beef  is  plenty;  if 
delayed  it  will  cost  the  State  one  third  more. 

Your  Excellency  will  see  the  necessity  of  the  measure^  and  I 
make  no  doubt  adopt  Ways  &  means  to  answer  the  demandL 
I  have  the  Honor 

to  be  very  re^Molf oily 

your  Exoelleneies  most  Obed*  aNsrv*, 
EPH.  BLAINE,  C.  O.  P. 
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Sskimate  of  Proviiibiis  neceanry  (br  ihe  ConraikipHoii  at  tiw  Poets 
in  this  Stftte. 

Posts.  Pounds  fresh  Beef  for        Bbls.  salt  Provisions 

PhiladelpUs. 

Pititsborgh^  &o., 

GarliBle,    * 

ditto  for  Gomberlandi 

Lancastefi 

Readings 

EastoD, 

12(^000  1,7T0 

Ciommtnciing  the  lat  Lostant  sod  ending  30  Jane,  1781. 

'    Phihuls.^  1  Deeember,  1780< 

N.  B.  The  Gonsamption  at  the  Post  of  Carlisle  will  be  one  haUT 
more  than  mentioned  above^  owing  to  the  Artificers  being.  Order'd 
there  from  t^hihida,  since  the  Estimate  wsa  made. 

'Direetedy 

His  ExoeUencj  Joseph  iRead,  Esqnire,  Present. 


rixtyDkTs. 

Air  162  Sa^ 

60,000 

760 

27,000 

8«       ^ 

12,000 

152 

200 

15,000 

190 

6fr 

6,000 
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Wm.  West,  Jb.,  to  Pkbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

December  l,  1780. 
Sir, 

In  conseqnenee  of  a  Proclamation  issued  against  me  bj  the  Kxecn- 
live  Gonncil  of  this  State.     I  am  now  arrived  in  this  Place  and 
am  r^j  to  wait  on  Council  when  thej  think  proper. 
I  am  with  due  Respect 

Jour  mo*  hble  Servant, 

W:  WEST,  Jun'r.* 

To  His  Exeellenoj,  Joseph  Seed,  Esq',  President  of  the  Slate 

6f  PenDS^IvaDia..    - 

«.See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  558,  and  p.  63^  of  this. 


BoA^»  Of  Wa&  to.  Piubs.  Sui>,  17§(|. 

War  (MBoe^  D«^  2*,  1780. 

The  Bom4  tM  directed  by  Gmigren  l«  have  ell  the  Ariifioen  in 
Philadelphia  eeai  to  Garlble,  whieh  will  indaoe  %  Neeenitj  ef 
immediate  supplies  of  Provisioiie  being  eolleoted  at  &at  Pott 
capable  of  tabaiating  from  250  te  dOO  Men,  Offieen  included.  Tbe 
Beryicea  of  the  Artileera  are  ezeeedingly  wanted  to  prepare  for  the 
next  Campaign.  Thej  have  been  fir^entlj  idle  for  Want  of  Pro- 
Tiaionfl,  whereby  mnoh  Loes  &  DiMappointment  have  enaaed.  We 
haTO  direeted  the  Gommiaaary  QeAeral  of  Pnrohaaea  to  take  meaaarai 
for  prcTonting  the  like  IneonTenienciea  for  the  future  by  laying  np 
ample  aappUea  in  the  Magatinea*  He  informs  us  that  he  has  bo 
other  Means  of  doing  it  than  by  calling  in  the  Parohases  for  the 
State  of  P^m»yvaak.  As  the  maaoo  is  so fhradkattoed  tha*  there 
is  Danflor  of  the  Susqoehannah  being  filed  with  lee^  4^  the  F^Mqtge 
over  the  same  interrupted,  ft  the  Artificers  cannot  prudently  be 
ordered  to  Carlisle  until  the  Board  are  ascertained  of  there  being 
ProTisioBs  at  the  Post,  we  are  induced  to  request  your  BzoeHeiMj 
&  the  Honble.  Council  to  give  pointed  Orders  to  the  proper  Ofioer 
to  lay  in  an  immediate  supply  of  Provisions  at  Carlisle  agyeeabb  ^ 
the  Request  of  the  Commissary  General  of  Purchases. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be 
with  the  greatest  Respect 
your  f  cry  obed.  servant* 

RICHARD  PETERS. 

By  Order. 

Directedf 

On  Pi^blic  Service. 

His  Excellency  The  Plesident  of  Pennsilvafiia. 

(War  Office.) 

0AWL.  HuNTSR  TO  Pbks.  Bbed,  1780. 

Sunbuiy,  December  2d,  1780. 
Sir, 

.  Agreeable  to  your  Orders  to  me,  dated  the  14th  of  October  last, 
I  have  stoped  some  Flower  that  was  drawn  from  the  CommissioBers 
of  CumberUnd  County  for  the  use  of  the  Poet  at  Wyomiu.  Suppose 
it  has  created  me  Enimys  in  that  Quarteri  nevertheless  I  intend  to 
Act  up  to  your  Orders  untill  Countermanded.  It  seems  a  little 
strange  to  me  that  they  can  be  supplied  with  Provimons  at  that 
Poet  when  we  cannot  get  any  from  these  CountyS|  as  you  will  eee 
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bj  tly  iDolosed  Cojpj  of  a  letter  I  BeoeiTed  leatly  from  CoL  Boiler^ 
.ComoiaQdiDg  et  TvyomiiL  I  would  be  Very  deaireona  jonr  Exoel- 
lenoy  woald  inform  me  bow  I  shall  beheave  in  ^gard  of  these 
^torea  Col.  Bntler  male^  mention  of  ia  Ordered  there  by  Gongreaa. 
I  ooald  wuh  with  $XL  my  heart  the  diapute  between  this  state  and 
Gonneeticut  waa  fimieably  aettled,  and  aa  EasT  a  way  as  ooald  be 
fallen  nppon  to  bring  about  thia  matter  would  be  to  have  a  Regi- 
ment of  the  Fennaylvania  line  stationed  there,  and  those  beiotiging 
to  Gonnectiout  oallM  of  to  Gamp,  aa  there  ia  aome  of  our  own  troops 
there  alredy,  tueln  of  .Goi.  Proelen  men  and  twenty  or  thirty  of 
Shota's  Gore,  ao  thai  there  might  be  a  probability  of  Oarrisoninc 
that  Post  by  Troops  belonging  to  our  own  State ;  as  I  am  informeS 
there  is  eneouragement  given  by  the  inhabitants  of  Wyomin  for 
more  settlers  to  go  there  |o  be  under  the  Oover^nent  ef  OoDBeelieat| 
whiob  will  enable  them  in  the  End  to  contend  with  ua  as  to  property. 
Gaptaiu  Bobinson  inakes  but  poor  Progress  in  Reoruteing  his 
Ooinpany  of  Bangers ;  lie  has  goit.but  seven  as  yet,  aaid  tella  me  he 
oapnot  ^et  any  more  for  the  Bounty  he  is  allowed  to  offer.  As  others 
Reeruteing  for  the  Gontinental  service  gives  three  half  Johanes's  he 
would  be  desireous  to  know  if  Gouneii  would  allow  him  to  offer  the 
aame  Bounty  to  them  he  Reorutes  dureing  the  war. 

The  Laneaaler  Hilitik  that  is  new  doing  doty  here  their  times 
will  Expire  the  17th  Inst. ;  (and  they  deserve  Honor,  both  Officers 
and' Privets,  for  their  Good  beheavour  in  the  Gounty;)  as  some 
mall  Posts  of.  Gonsequenoe  to  us  will  be  }efb  vacant  when  they 
jnaroh  off  I  would  be  desireous  to  know  if  your  Ezoellenoy  would 
Give  me  Orders  to  Garrison,  them  with  some  of  our  own  militia  in 
.case  BO  more  is  Ordered  herfi  fywi  some  d^the  interionr  Count jji 
this  winter. 

lamS'^ 

with  every  sentiment  of  Esteem 

your  Exoellency's  most  obed* 
4  very  Bumb*  Servf, 

SAU'L  HUjNTEB»  L.S.G.  . 
Pireeiedf 

His  Excellenoy  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  ot  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  Phihulelphia. 

B^  CoL  North. 

Col.  Zebulok  Bugler  to  Col.  Sahubl  Huntbb,  1780. 

Garrison  Wyomin,  25th  Nov.  1780. 
Sir,       . 

9!bis  intits  on  yon  to  know  if  your  Orders  with  R(^P^^  ^  stoping 
Provisions  coweing  to  this  post  continues  in  force.  We  have  leatly 
Received  one  Hundred  He«l  of  Cattle  from  Pennsylvania  by  Order 


«34  PENNSYLVANIA  AKCHITES  H80. 

of  Coo^sa  for  the  use  of  this  post,  and  &A  Order  on  the  CpmniCfl- 
Bioners  of  Oamberland  Ooaniy  for  fonrtj  Barrels  of  Flower  and  for 
some  lAff*  which  1  JSxpeot  to  send  for  soon  provldeing  it  can  obme, 
but  it  will  be  needless  to  send  if  yon  most  stop  it.  Tonr  answer 
bj  the  bearer,  and  let  me  know  what  i  may  depend  on,  (as  the 
l^eason  of  the- year  Requires  beast  in  Procuring  Provisions  for  tUB 
Post,)  will  serve  the  Publick  &  much  oblige 
J*'  Hum*  Serv*, 

ZEBULON  BUTiiBRy  OoL  Cond. 
DirecUdj 

Pablick  Servioei 

Cei>  8am>  Hoater,  L.  N.  0.;  at  Sunbury. 

Eiptess. 

N.  B.  The  ^pve  is  %  tme  Copy  of  wha(  Col.  Bather  writes  ma 

S.  H, 


Pus.  Rbbd  izo  Gov.  laynrastON,  1780. 

Sir, 

'  Among  the  Papers  transmitted  your  Ezeefly  this  W^ek  was  the 
Wormation  of  James  Steelman  voliintarilj  given  me  hist  Sunday—^ 
in  the  Beginning  of  the  Week  it  was  reduced  to  form  &  on  Thurs- 
day last  he  attended  ag^n— Ht  was  read  to  him  &  he  proposed  some 
Alterations  &  Additions  not  very  material|^the6e  were  made,  the 
whole  was  agreed  to,  &  he  was  about  qualifying  lo  it  when  I  was 
saddenly  ealled  off  &  he  was  taken  back  to  Prison.  As  the  Matter 
was  in  this  forwardness  h  an  Express  offered  to  go  to  TrentoUi  I  sent 
it  amonff  the  other  Papers,  not  eipeeting  he  would  have  varied  or 
hesitated-^Bat  •this  Day  being  brought  before  us  he  scruples  to 
swear  to  it,  neither  will  be  point  but  the  Alterations  he  weald  have 
made,  but  was  requested  to  draw  up  hjs  own  State  of  the  iiat^  m 
writing,  which  I  shall  itaclose  if  sent  in  GRme  to  go  by  this  Ojpp^. 
But  I  thought  it  my  Duty  to  inform  ^otnr  Etoell^  immediately  of 
the  Matter.  I  must  also  add  that  Mr.  Ball  has  been  at  the  t'erfy  & 
Rich'  Price  in  Town  yesterday,  which  may  perhaps  account  for  this 
Conduct,  and  more  especially  ss  they  seem  to  be  Jpo  mueh  counte- 
nanced by  some  Persons  in  the  City. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  most  Obed.  Hbbl.  Serv., 

JOS.  RB»D. 
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'      •  BasoLtJTrON  oip  CONaRBSS,  1780, ' 

In  CoDgresa^  DeO'  4th,  1780. 

Besolved, ' 

That  Thomas  South  and  JEliob^^rd  Badie  )>e  appointed  Comnik9- 
woaen  on  the  part  of  the  United  State9, — either  of  them  to  endorse 
the  Bills  that  shall  be  emitted  hj  the  State  of  Peqsjlyania  pnjrsuMi^ 
to  the  BMobition  of  Congnsa  of  the  18tb  of  M4ieh  laet. 
£xUaefe  from  the  Mintttes, 

CHA.  THOMSON;  Sec>* 


Pkbs.  oy  OoNGBESS  TO  P&BS.  Rbed,  1T80. 

Circular. 

Philadelphia,  Deoemher  4, 1780. 
fiir, 

Yonr  Excellency  will  receive  herewith  encl6«ed,  the  Oopj  of  an 
Act  of  Conmss  of  the  80th  Uh«/ recommending  to  the'  several 
States  Immediately  to  inform  the  Commissary  General  ^Ooll.  Ephraim 
Bkinid)  'or  the  Deputy  Commsssary,*  that  is  where  ne  aots  to  the 
Southward,  of  thd  Named  of  the  principal  Agent  or  Gommistfoner 
in  the  respeotiye  States  for  supplying  the  Army,  and  to  oblige  them 
to  ffive  Information  from  Time  ^o  Time  to  the  Commissary.  General, 
or  his  Deputy  with  the  southern  Ai;my  as  the  Case  may  be,  of  their 
Prospects  of  complying  with  the'  requisitions  made  to  them  or  the 
respective  States. 

The  live  Stock  to  be  furnished  by  the  several  States,  is  to  be  de- 
livered to  such  Store  keepers  within  each  State  at  such  Times  &  in 
vuoh  Qnantkie*  as  'the  Commissary  General  or  Deputy  Commissary 
shall  direct,  under  the  regulations  of  Congress  of  the  loth  of  July 
last,    i  - 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be ,    . 

with  evory  Sentiment  of  Esteem  t  respect, 

.    ,     -  y^ur  ExceUeney's 

most  okedt  A*  most  hbble  Servant, 
'       'Sam:  HttNTINGTON,  President.* 

jDMGtedf 
Eh  Sxeellency  tfab  Prudent  of  P^msylvania. 

•  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  668. 
t  See  CoT.  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  608. 
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PbS8.  SW)  to  GjEET.  A&MSTftOBQ,  &0^  1780. 

Oenil«ineO| 

I  have  ondeniood  with  no  amM  surpriia  that  some.FeraoSB  in 
Carlisle  have  represented  that  when  the  Gommisaioners  were  at  that 
i^aee  I  intimated  in  Gonversatioii  tliat  the  Lota  M  olber  Bitate 
formerlT  belonging  to  the  Proprietariea  were  open  to  the  Ooenpansy 
ofanj  FenoDff  w&  might  ehuae  to  loaale  tl^m,  0  be  paid  Imt  here- 
after— And  inCenaeqaenoe  a  Number  of  Penona  hare  taken  P<e- 
aeeaion  of  Lots  ft  Lands  in  &  abont  %h0  Iowb»  And  also  tiiat  the 
Militia  were  to  be  paid  for  a  ^hole  Tour  of  Dnty  tho  they  were-not 
in  Service  more  than  half  the  Time.  I  totally  disclaim  aneh  Senti- 
menta  as  equally  false  in  themseWea  &  iojurions  to  me,  &  am  sara 
none  such  CbU  from  me  in  Conversation  or  otherwise,  my  Opinion 
being  totally  contrary,  and  I  think  npon  ofaservfng  some  Intmsions 
near  the  Town  Spot  I  mentioned  to  several  Gentlemen  my  Opinion 
of  them  as  sneh.  Some  Time  after  my  Return  a  Person  came  down 
to  me  comphdninc  that  being  drove  off  by  the  Indians  he  liad  built 
a  small  Hut  on  the  Common,  ft  that  some  Gentlemen  of  the  Town 
were  disturbing  him.  I  absolutelv  refused  to  give  him  aoy  Con^te- 
lianoe,  on  the  other  Hand  I  told  him  that  I  very  much  approved 
the  Conduct  of  the  Gentlemen  as  doing  Justice  to  the  State  &  to 
.themselves^  ft  it  is  a  Line  in  which  I  hope  you  will  persevere.  As 
so  improper  a  Use  was  made  of  my  Name  on  this  Occasion  I  thooght 
}i  my  Duty  to  counteract  it  as  soon  as  possible — ft  am 
with  much  Bsteein,  Gent.* 

yottrObed.Hbbl.Senrt 
Indonedf 

1780,  De<f  4th,  To  Gkncral  John  Annstcong,  John  Montfomeq'; 
Esq',  and  Colonel  John  Davis. 


Gov.  Wjc  LzYurosTOH  to  Pjiss.  Sikb),.17.80« 

Trenton,  5  Deer.,  1799* 
Sir, 

I  have  received  your  Ezcellenc/s  Letter*  on  the  Subject  of  ths 
commercial  intercourse  between  several  of  the  Inhabitanta  of  Penn- 
sylvania ft  New  Jersey  with  the  Enemy  at  New  York,  ft  the  Papers 
ft  affidavits  which  aeoompanled  it.  Warrants  were  immediately 
issued  ag^  the  offenders  in  this  State,  ft  we  hope  to  break  up  the  knot. 

Among  the  Delinquents  committed  in  Philadelphia,  I  am  informd 
there  is  one  Joshua  Bunting,  a  Citiien  of  thb  State,  who  m  taad  by 
his  Friends,  who  ai^ply  to  mo  JQ  his  behalf,  to  be  cdnfii^Bd  fof  an 
offence  supposed  to  be  committed  in  this  State;  &  if  so,  I  presume 

•  See  page  G24. 
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the  Aathortty  of  PeDDsjlvama  would  have  no  objeoUon  to  deliver 
bim  wp  to  an  officer  of  this  State  to  be  sent  for  that  purpose.  If  he 
is  charged  with  an  offence  perpetrated  fn  your  Oommon wealth,  he  is 
doublless  amcDable  to  it  f  &  will  your  Ezcelleocy  excuse  me  for 
desiring  the  ftivour  of  your  acquainting  me  with  the  real  circum- 
Btances  of  his  case?  I. have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  great  Respect^ 
Your  Exoellencies  most  obedient 
&,  very  hombk  Servt, 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Directed^ 

His  Szeelleney  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  Presideat  of  the  Supreme 
ezeeutive  Couuoil  of  the  Commonwealth  of  rennsylvaniai  ^.— » 
Pbihdelphia. 


Col.  SaAl.  Irwin  to  Pkes.  Reed,  1780. 

May  it  pleaee  year  Bxoelleney : 

Whefead,  in  the  month  of  August,  One  thousflud  seven  hundred  and 
seventy  Nine — When  Fort  Fr^eland,  on  the  West  Branch  of  the  Sus- 
quehannah,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  British  and  Savage  Enemies,  a 
large  Number  of  Men  of  my  Battalion  marched  to  tha  relief  of  the 
Frontiers  of  that  Country,  And  pursued  the  Enemy  aa  ftr  aa  Wal- 
lace's Fort,  and  some  to  Eell  Town^  on  I^ay  Comman — as  the  County 
and  E&ib-Lteutenants  allowed  us  to  give  all  possible  eneouragement  to 
the  Men  that  would  turn  out  on  that  Alarming  Emergency,  and  that 
they  should  be  allowed  a  sufficient  Compensation  for  their  time  ft 
servioe  out  of  their  next  Tour  of  Duty,  if  not  a  full  Tonr ;  and 
Whereas,  Men  of  this  Battalion  has  never  received  either  of  time 
or  money,  It  has  Caused  a  great  deal  of  Uneasiness  to  the  good 
people  of  this  Battalion — I  would  begg  leave  to  lay  their  Case  before 
your  Ezoqllenoy  and  Oouneil,  hopeing  you  will  Take  them  into 
consideration,  as  our  present  County  &  Sub-Lieutenants  say  they 
oannot  do  any  thing  in  the  matter  as  was  before  their  Appoint* 
meat  or  the  present  Law  took  pilaee.  It  was  a|;reed  apon  by  a  Ma- 
jority of  the  Offioera  that  was  on  that  expedition,  that  three  weeks 
woold  be  a  reasonable  Compensation  of  Time  for  their  Tonr  of  Duty, 
m  th^  marohed  on  their  own  Expense.  I  will  refer  the  Case  to 
yoiir  Bxcelleney  &  Council!,  making  no. doubt  but  yon  will  give 
every  Indulgence  to  good  men  that  may  appear  to  you  jnst  and 
agreeable.  1  am^  with  all  Respect^  Sir,  your  Excellency's  Verry 
Humble  Serv*, 

SAM>  IRWIN, 
CoL  8  Batt,  G.  Co'y. 
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Sir, 

I  would  further  Grave  the  AtteotioD  of  your  Exeellency  and 
CouDcil,  in  behalf  of  three  of  the  withiu.  meotiooed  Voluuteera^  who 
fell  in  the  three  last  marching  Clares  to  go  out ;  thej  ahowed  their 
Usual  WillingneM  and  Readineaa  to  Espouse  their  Country's  Oftuae, 
and  enrolled  themselves  with  the  Marching  Officers;  Tet  at  the 
same  time  declared  it  out  of  their  power  to  march  fbr  some  few  days 
after  the  Company  sett  off — But  sent  their  Buggage  along,  and  they 
would  take  horses  some  part  of  the  Way ;  and  as  there  would  be  but 
three  in  Company,  they  hoped  to  overtake  the  fiest  of  the  Company 
in  Lancaster  or  Philadelphia  at  furthest,  and  with  their  Captain's 
permission  they  stayed  behind,  and  hearing  the  Militia  was  stoped  in 
Lancaster,  they  stayed  a  few  days  longer  than  otherwise  they  would 
have  done,  and  after  marched ;  but  before  they  arrived  ai  LaiMaatery 
the  Militia  were  Dismissed,  and  the  Sub  Lieutenant  says  It  is  out  of 
his  power  to  make  them  do  any  thing  Else  than  pay  the  full  fine, 
without  the  direction  of  CounoiU^  as  there  is  no  precept  in  law  to  do 
Otherwise. 

I  add  no  more  than  to  show  your  Excellency  and  Council,  that 
they  are  and  Still  have  been  since  the  present  Contest,  Loyal  Priends 
to  their  Country,  Men  of  Integrity,  and  worthy  your  Notice* 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  all  Respect, 

Your  Excellencies  most  Humble  &  Obed  Servant, 

SAML.  IRWIN. 

Cumberland  County^  Dece-  6th,  1780. 
Duneciedf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire^iPreudent  of  the  Supremo 
Executive  Council,  &o»,  Philadelphia. 

Hon*  by  Col*  Davis. 
Indorsed^ 

Deo.  6,  1780. 


OoL.  Wm.  Will  to  Pebs.  Bebd,  1780, 

Sir, 

From  some  Conversation  i  have  just  heard,  there  is  s  Certain  BerUk 
Shion,  Who  is  a  suspitions  Carracter,  and  has  a  Vessel  now  Lying 
at  Warder^s  WbarP  Cleared  for  Boston,  But  her  Cargo  woald  Suit 
New  York.  Information  may  be  had  from  Coll.  Rice,  at  Kensington, 
&  John  Thompson  Cooper,  near  Peter  Knight.  J  am,  8^,  your 
Very  Humble  Serv*, 

WM.  WILL. 
Indorsedy 

Dec.  6, 1780. 

«  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  page  662. 
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Pkbs.  of  Congress  to  PaES.  Reed,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  December  6^  1780. 
Sir, 

Bj  the  enclosed  Copy  of  a  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  4  Instant,* 
jour  Excellency  will  be  informed,  that  Thomas  Smith  &  Richard 
Bache  are  appointed  Commissioners  on  the  Part  of  the  United  States, 
either  of  them  to  indorse  the  Bills  that  shall  be  emitted  by  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  pursuant  to  the  Resolution  of  Con- 
gress of  the  10*^  of  March  last. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  every  Sentiment  of  Esteem  &  Regard| 
your  Excellency's  most  obedt.  A  mostt  hbble.  Servant, 
8AML.  HUNTINGTON,  Presid*. 
His  Excellency  President  Reed. 


Pees.  Reed  to  Congbess,  1780. 

Sir, 

Id  Duty  to  the  United  States  as  well  as  to  the  subjects  of  Penn- 
sylvania whose  Interests  are  the  particular  Objects  of  our  Care  we 
have  thought  proper  to  lay  before  the  Hon.  Congress  a  high  Abuse 
of  Office  committed  by  James  Mease  late  Clothier  Oen.  &  William 
West  JuQ.f  his  Deputy  or  Appointee  who  in  Coiyunction  with  Major 
Gen.  Arnold  did  under  Colour  of  Office  in  the  Year  1778  take  from 
Sundry  Inhabitento  of  this  City  great  Quantities  of  Merchandize  not 
necessary  for  the  Army  which  were  converted  to  their  private  emol- 
ument M'  West  thought  proper  soon  after  this  Transaction  te  go 
to  Bnriand  without  any  pnblick  Authority  &  Permission — has  since 
resided  in  8*  Eustetia  &  lately  returned  to  this  State  in  Consequence 
of  a  Proclamation  issued  by  the  Supreme  Executive  Council :  Upon 
being  onestioned  with  Respect  to  the  Transaction  of  Office  above 
leferred  to,  he  declared  himself  responsible  to  Congress  &  io  them' 
only  for  his  Conduct  therein. 

uoaoeiving  that  bis  Submission  to  your  Hon.  Body  was  in  this 
InslMtoe  proper,  we  transmit  aa  attested  Copy  of  the  Agreement 
entered  into  between  Mess.  Am<^d,  Mease  ft  West,  thfi  Original  of 
whioh  bttng  shewn  te  M'  West  he  acknowledged — &  there  are  diven 
Persons  in  this  City. ready  as  we  are  informed  to  prave  the  taking 
their  Oooda  from  them  as  before  mentioned. 

As  the  Appeal  is  thus  made  to  Congress  whose  Officers  the  Par- 
tieatiiMi  were  we  beg  Leave  to  submit  it  to  their  Wisdom  &  Justice. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble  Serv., 

T.  S.  We  bog  Congress  will  excuse  the  not  sending  the  Original 
of  the  Agreement  as  there  are  private  Suite  depending  in  which 
ii  will  be*  a  necessary  Pieoe  of  Evidenoe  bat  it  will  be  delivered  to 
their  Order  when  necessary. 

*  See  p.  686— also;  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  X!l.,  p.  568.  f  Seep.  681. 
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Lt.  Sahl.  Rba  to  Pbbs.  Bbsd,  1780. 

Mounibethel,  Norihampioa  Goaotyi  Deoem.  iBt,  1780. 
Pear  Sir, 

Ameable  to  the  orders  reoeived  from  Goaooil  I  hk^e  ordered  oat 
oneCiaflB  of  the  Militut  of  thie  Ooanty,  and  thej  have  tamed  oet 
past  Expectation,  bj  the  beet  accenDt  I  have  yet  reoeived  tbej 
amonnt  to  upwards  of  three  hundred  Men,  which  was  thought  hj  a 
number  of  the  frontier  Inhabitants  to  be  more  than.neoessarj  at  this 
Season  of  the  year.  Therefore  with  the  advice  of  the  8ab-LienteDaDts 
I  have  Dismissed  the  men  from  three  Battalions  until!  further 
orders,  which  we  suppose  to  be  the  one  half  as  there  is  but  six  Bat- 
talions  in  the  County^  hopeing  your  Excellency  and  Council  msy 
approve  thereof. 

I  remain  Sir,  with  due  respect 

your  Excellencys  Most  Obedient 

and  very  Hbble  Ser*, 

SAMUEL  BEA,  Lieut 
Directed, 

jX)n  Public  Service.) 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Becd,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 
To  the  Oare  of 
Wm.  MoFanen,  Esq. 


Col.  Dak.  Bbodhead  to  Pubs.  Rbbb^  1780. 

Fort  Pitt^  Deo.  ^%  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  Delaware  Oonncil  of 
Gooshocktng  have  deohired  war  against  the  Seneca  Indians  and  is 
oonsequenee  of  their  Declaration  have  already  killed  one  wanior  of 
that  Nation  upon  French  Greek,  for  which  there  wilt  doablfess  he  a 
retaliatioD,  and  with  a  email  quantity  of  Goods  Ihetr  force  might  be 
entirelv  diverted  from  onr  frontier  Settlements.  The  Indian  which 
was  killed  by  the  Delawaree  belonged  to  a  par^  consisting  of  eight, 
who  had  taken  a  Woman  ft  two  Ohildren  from  WestmcMvlaod  Good- 
ty.  But  as  the  Delawaree  did  not  disoover  any  of  the  Prisoneis,  it 
is  probable  they  had  been  previously  marderad.  I  tiJce  this  relation 
from  a  whiteman^  whom  I  sent  with  the  Indians  to  observe  their 
Oonduct. 

The  Gommisaieiier  ef  Westmoreland  informs  me  that  he  il  to 
purehase  7000  GaUons  of  Whiakey  for  this  Distrmt,  the  oi^er  from 
the  Honble  executive  Gouncil  I  presume,  was  to  kirn  to  comply  with 
the  requisition  of  his  Excellency  the  Commander  in  ohief|  but  if  ii 
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18  otberwise,  I  hope  we  shall  jet  be  allowed  some  liquor  which  is 
fit  to  drink.  Mr.  Perry  has  not  in  mj  opinion  answered  the  Beoom- 
endation  jou  receired  in  his  favor,  and  as  it  appears  bj  the  inolosed 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Gov.  Jefferson  that  the  greatest  part  of  the 
inhabitants  on  this  side  the  mountain  ai^  indisputably  within  oar 
Statd  I  sabmit  to  yo«r  better  Judgement  whether  it  might  not  be 
proper  to  appoint  a  second  Commissioner  for  what  is  now  called 
Monongalia  &  Yoghagniiia. 

Oar  distresses  for  want  of  Meat  continue  and  I  am  more  conyinped 
than  before  that  an  adequate  supply  of  Meat  cannot  be  had  from 
the  Inhabitants  on  this  side  the  mountain. 

The  new  arrangement  of  the  Army  is  indeed  a  veiy  Honble  one, 
and  many  will  probably  be  induced  to  retire  but  for  my  own  J)arty 
as  I  have  been  so  long  in  actual  Service  I  hope  to  continue  in  the 
Field  untiil  the  liberty  of  my  Oountry  is  fully  established. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  receive  a  line  from  you  and  have  the  Honour 
to  be  with  the  utmost  respect  &  esteem. 

Dear  Sir,  your  most 
Obed<  ServS 

DANIEL  BRODHBAD.* 
Directed^ 

His  Exoelly  Jos.  Reed,  Esq%  ^ 


(Copy)  Gov,  Jbpfbrson  to  Col,  Danl.  Brodhbad,  1780. 

Richmond,  Oct.  12%  ITSO.t 
Sir, 

I  received  some  time  ago  a  Letter  from  the  board  of  war  desiring 
that  provisions  might  be  fuiraished  for  the  subsiatenoe  of  the  garrison 
at  Fort  Pitt,  I  immediately  informed  them  that  our  Treasury  was 
utterly  without  money  and  oould  not  be  replenished  till  the  meeting 
of  assembly,  thai  the  line  which  had  been  agreed  to  by  the  assem- 
bly as  a  boundary  between  us  and  Pennsylvania  had  thrown  into 
that  Sftate^  nearly  the  whole  settlement  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Pitt 
mud  being  not  yet  Ascertained,  had  left  it  difficult  and  improper  for 
us  to  put  in  force  our  Provision  ^w,  which  might  indeed  Produce 
suppliee  to  the  Posts  but  would  Probably  give  umbrage  to  the  state 
0f  PeDnsylvauia,  I  am  therefore  able  to  do  nothing  more  on  this 
head,  but  to  look  forwards  to  the  approaching  Session  of  Assembly 
for  the  means  of  Procuring  by  Purchase  sniplies  for  jour  Post,  &  to 
the  Ratification  of  the  bpundary  by  Ponnsjlvania,  and  its  actual 
Extention  to  ascertain  the  ground  on  which  we  may  exercise  the 
Compulsory  measures  of  our  Law  on  failure  of  Purchases.  Indeed 
our  iaahfllity  to  aid  you  may  be  well  known  by  the  Extreme  suffer- 
ings to  which  our  Posts  on  the  Ohio  have  been  exposed  &  of  whioh 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII..  p.  586. 

f  There  is  probably  an  error  in  this  date  in  taking  "the  Copy"  as  it  is 
referred  to  by  C.  B,  under  date  of  tfie  8th. 
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yoa  cannot  be  uninformed,  as  soon  as  any  Powers  shall  be  pi^t  into 
my  bands  to  procure  either  by  volanteei  or  Compulsory  meansj  aaj 
Boplies  for  yon^  yoa  may  be  assured  they  shall  be  exercised. 
I  am  with  great  respect  Sir, 

Yoar  Huwt  Obed«  6er?«, 
Directed^ 
Colonel  Daniel  Brodbead,  Commander  of  Fort  Pitt. 

P.  S.  Since  writing;  the  above  Col*  Campbell  informs  m^/  that 
the  only  obstacle  to  your  availing  yourself  of  the  Powers  given  yo« 
by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  for  Procureing  Provisions  is  an  appre- 
bension  that  we  might  entertain  a  Jealousy  at  the  exercise  of  suoh 
Power,  I  assure  you  that  no  such  apprehension  need  be  Entertained. 
The  inhabitants  south  of  Masons  k  Dizons  line  Continued  are  deci- 
dedly in  Virginia,  over  these  therefore  we  cannot  authoriie  you  to 
Exercise  any  Power  derived  from  the  other  Government,  I  make 
no  doubt  but  you  can  nearly  Judge  whereabouts  the  north  line 
will  Run  I  understand  it  will  but  a  little  to  Eastward  of  the  .Ohio 
hence  yoa  may  Act  even  there  also  with  Tolerable  Certainty. 


Gbkl.  Wm.  Iryins  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Carlisle^  Deo'r  Sth^  1780. 
Bear  Sir, 

The  inclosed  Return  was  handed  mo  by  Lieutenant  Grier,  who 
says  be  is  now  the  only  officer  left — the  rest  being  all  broke.  My 
reason  for  troubling  your  Excellency  with  this  matter  is  for  -fear 
these  men  may  be  forgot  by  the  State  ai  part  of  their  Quota.  They 
were  all  engaged  as  Artillery  men  &  not  as  Artificers.  I  believe 
Col.  Flowers  claimed  them — but  on  no  better  foundation  than  their 
being  generally  under  his  direction  fixing  Amnoition.  Captain 
Goran  was  undoubtedly  an  Artillery  Officer;  these  men  were  all  of 
his  Company  and  properly  belong  to  the  State^  consequently  ou^ 
to  be  annexed  to  Col.  Proctor's  Bfegiment 

.  Lieutenant  Grier  has  been  sent  here  by  Baron  SCuben  from  Riek- 
moud  in  Virginia  (where  it  seems  he  Commands  at  preaent)  for 
Bayonets  and  other  Military  Stores. 

I  have  the  honor 

to  be  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  humble  servatt, 
WM.  IRVINE. 
DirecUdj 

On  Public  Service, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 
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Pkbs.  op  XTnivbrsity  to  Dr.  Wm.  Shippbn,  1780. 

Sir, 

At  a  kte  meeting  of  the  Trnstees  of  the  UDiversity  a  Petition 
waa  presented  signed  hy  a  Number  of  Yonng  Gentlemen,  Stadenta 
of  Pbyaiek,  setting  forth  the  great  Difficulty  they  are  nnder  with 
respect  to  Anatomical  LeotareSy  k  praying  the  Hoard  to  take  Direo- 
tton  so  that  they  may  be  assured  of  having  them  within  [some  short 
given  Time. 

As  it  seems  to  be  the  general  Wish  that  yon  should  perform  this 
Duty  by  Desire  of  the  Board,  I  am  to  request  you  to  iuform  them 
whether  they  may  depend  upon  your  doing  this  Duty,  &  when  you 
oan  attend  it.  I  am  also  to  add  that  from  the  Advsncement  of  the 
Season  it  will  not  admit  of  any  Delay. 

I  am  with  due  Esteem,  Sir, 

your  Obed.  Hbble.  ser., 

JOS.  REED,  President 

of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Philad.  Decern.  8. 1780. 


PrES.   ReBD  to  DbLBQATES  IK   CONQRBSSy   1780. 

OeotlemeA, 

The  Conduct  of  Capt.  Harding  of  the  Confederacy  in  impressing 
Seamen,  stopping  Vessels,  searching  Papers,  &c.,  in  this  State  with- 
out any  authority  or  Permission  from  the  governing  powers  thereof, 
&  that  after  being  cautioned  &  wrote  to  on  the  subject,  cannot  be 
long  r  overlooked,  &  we  request  you  to  lay  our  Complaint  against 
him  before  the  Hon*  Congress.  I  must  also  observe  that  our 
Unwillingness  to  interupt  the  more  important  Business  of  Congress 
last  Year,  induced  us  to  pass  by  a  Number  of  Abuses  of  our  Trade, 
Oppressions  of  our  Citizens  &  other  Irregularities  by  Capt.  Harding 
&  bis  Officers,  but  as  wo  find  our  Lenity  has  led  to  a  Repetition  of 
them.  We  request  you  will  take  such  Measures  as  you  think  most 
conducive  to  prevent  these  Practices  at  present  &  in  future. 

I  am  Qent., 

Your  Obed.  Hbble.  Ser. 

Directed^ 
The  Delegates  of  the  State. 
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Samubl  PuRviAiircB  Jiu,  TO  Prbs.  Bbjsd,  1780. 

•  Baldmore,  10th  Deer.,  1780. 

Sir, 

Bj  tiie  deam  of  H'  George  landeDbergery  one  of  the  Msipstntes 
of  ihie  Town,  I  transmit  joa  a  Paper  containing  a  deseription  of 
Two  men  who  were  a  few  days  ago  taken  with  three  othen  on  board 
One  of  the  Enemies  small  Oraiiers  in  the  Riyer  Patnx^t.  Shoe- 
maker  ft  Steinmeta,  the  Persons  whose  deeoriptiona  I  send  jow,  are 
supposed  to  he  both  Inhabitants  of  Philada.,  and  therefore  anenabia 
to  yonr  Laws.  I  haye  been  told  the  former  has  aeknowledged  to 
M'  Hall,  our  Jailor,  that  he  aeted  as  an  officer  on  board  the  Galkjs 
in  Delaware,  and  others  tell  me  he  was  an  Officer  of  Marines  am 
board  Captn.  Hopkins  in  the  Expedition  to  ProTidenee.  Several 
Gentlemo.  who  have  seen  him  since  he  was  bronght  here  jeeterdiyj, 
mention  his  behaving  with  the  greatest  Insolence  &  Boldness,  throw- 
ing oat  the  most  violent  Threats.  In  consequence  of  w^  M'  Linden- 
berger  ordered  the  Jailor  to  confine  him  closely,  tho  he  had  before 
indi^lgd  him  with  Liberty  to  walk  aboat 

If  it  appears  that  either  of  these  men  are  snbjeet  to  yonr  Laws  it 
is  in  my  Opinion  great  pitty  they  should  escape  as  meer  Prisonera 
of  War,  but  suffer  the  Kigor  of  the  Laws.  It  is  by  such  Villains 
bom  &  fed  amongst  us  that  most  of  the  Depredations  committed  in 
Cheasapeake  since  last  Spring  have  been  conducted.  I  understand 
Shoemaker  acknowledges  &  boasts  that  he  was  at  the  Baming  of 
Col*  Fitshugh's  &  M'  Parran's  Houses  at  Patuzent  about  aix  weeks 
ago. 

M'  Lindenberger  has  put  into  my  Hands  some  Papers  found  on 
Shoemaker,  amongst  which  is  his  Commission,  dated  last  July,  also 
a  printed  Certificate  signed  the  11th  of  last  July  by  Peter  Dubois, 
Magistrate  of  Police  at  New  York,  from  whicif  it  would  appear  that 
he  had  not  before  that  time  enlisted  under  British  Banners,  altho  he 
told  M'  Lindenberger  he  bad  Joined  them  upon  the  Declaration  of 
Independence. 

^  M'  Lindenberger  requests  your  Excellency  will  as  soon  as  possible 
give  directions  about  these  men  to  be  sent  to  Philada.  A  Servant 
who  goes  up  with  my  Son  &  Daughter  will  return  in  a  few  days,  t 
may  be  found  at  my  Brother's  should  you  have  Occasion  to  write 
by  him. 

I  am  with  much  Bespect  Sir, 

your  most  hble.  Servt., 

SAML.  PUBVIANCE,  Jun'r. 
l>irected, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire. 
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.  DSBosmoir  of  Joseph  SnosMiSBRy  1780. 

Baltimore  Town,  State  of  Maryland. 

Oti  the  IHb  day  of  Deor.,  1780,  was  brought  before  me,  one  of 
tbe  jttstioes  of  the  peace  for  the  County  aforesaid,  a  Certain  Joseph 
Shoemaker,  who  was  Privatiring  in  our  Bay  and  taken  by  John 
Walker ;  and  on  his  Examination  Gonfesseth  and  said  that  he  was 
Privatiring,  and  produoed  a  Commission,  saying  that  he  hath  a 
r%bt  so  to  doo  in  Virtne  of  his  Commission,  and  that  he  hath  taken 
a  l^oat  with  Tobacco  in  our  Bay,  and  did  intent  as  Soon  as  he  could 
get  a  better  Vessel  than  his  own  he  would  follow  the  fleet.  He  ' 
also  Gonfesseth  and  Sayd  that  he  was  Brother  to  Saml.  Shoemaker 
in  Phila.,  and  hath  Lived  there,  and  hath  acted  under  Commission 
in  our  Service  until  Independance  was  declared,  then  he  gave  up  his 
Commission  and  Traded  from  Phila.  to  Virginia  for  some  time  until 
he  was  taken  by  a  Brittischmen  of  War  and  carried  to  New  Yorok| 
where  he  took  a  Brittisch  Commlsaion  and  acted  since  under  that. 

At  the  same  time  was  taken  in  the  same  Privatier  and  brought 
before  me  a  Captain  Henry  Steynitz,  who  Gonfesseth  and  Says  that  he 
formerly  Lived  in  Phila.,  and  when  the  Englisch  left  Phila.  he  went 
with  them  to  New  yorck,  and  that  this  was  his  Second  Voige  <$ras- 
ing  against  America. 

Given  from  nnder  my  hand  and  Seal  this  10th  day  Dec'r,  1780. 

GEO.  LINDENBERQER. 


Col.  Mosbs  Hazeh  to  Pres:  Bseb,  1780. 

Duplicate. 

Post  Fish-Kill,  10th  Dccemr.^  1780. 
Sir, 

As  I  have  not  been  furnished  with  the  Act  of  Pennsylvania 
respecting  those  Officers  and  Soldiers  serving  in  my  Begiment  and 
returned  as  a  Part  of  your  State  Quota  to  enable  them  to  draw  a 
Proportion  of  Clothing  furnished  by  the  State  to  which  they  belong 
and  other  Supplies.  I  must  beg  your  Excellency  will  please  to  give 
the  necessary  Orders  for  the  purpose  of  letting  me  know  in  what 
Manner  I  am  to  proceed  in  making  out  the  Returns  and  drawing 
those  Supplies,  and  in  particular  whether  those  Betnms  are  to  be 
signed  and  certified  by  the  Commanding  Offieer  of  tbe  Regiment  or 
by  the  Senior  Officer  from  the  State,  or  how  otherwise. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
And  most  devoted  humble  servant, 

MOSES  HAZEN. 
Directed, — ^Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Vol.  Vm.— 28 
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Coil.  Ephbaim  Blainb  to  Prbs.  Rbsd,  1780. 

Philada..  11th  Deoembor,  1780. 
Sir, 

Yoar  favour  of  the  9  th  lostant  to  Col.  Blaioe  I  reooiYed  late  in 
the  Afteraoon,  and  have  done  every  thiog  in  my  power  to  give  your 
EzcellcDcy  the  best  informatioD  on  the  subject  of  it,  which  yoo  will 
find  in  the  iDolosed  Estimate.  Sussex  County  was  part  of  Colonel 
Hooper's  district,  therefore  part  of  the  Sum  affixed  to  his  name  maj 
bo  due  to  Persons  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 
I  have  the  Honor 

to  be  Your  Excellency's 

most  Obed^  &  most  Hble.  serv*, 
GEO.  MORTON, 

for  E.  Blaine,  Esqr.,  C.  G.  of  P^. 

Directed,^ 

Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  Present. 


Resolution  op  General  Assembly,  1780. 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly. 

Monday,  Dec.  11,  1780. 

Resolved,  that  the  Supremo  Executive  Council  be  directed  to  fur- 
nish this  House  with  a  particular  account  of  all  eonfiscated  estates 
already  sold,  with  the  names  of  the  Purchasers  and  the  prices  they 
were  sold  at,  together  with  on  account  of  those  reserved  for  the  use 
of  the  University,  and  those  remaining  unsold. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

SAMUEL  STERETT,  Clerk,* 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  665. 
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A  Return  of  thb  Officers,  &c.,  of  the  Pennsylvania 

Artillery,   &c.,   under  the  command   of 

Brigadier  General  Wayne,  1780. 

Return  of  the  Officers,  Non-Coanuiwioned  and  Rank  &  File  of  tbe 
PeDDSjlvania  Artillery  and  Infantry,  (Entitled  to  draw  State 
Stores.)  Under  the  Command  of  Brigadiec  General  Wayne, 
December  11,  1780. 
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Prbs.  Bbed  to  Gov.  Livinostok,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  reeetved  your  Exoell^  FavotH*  of  the  Stli  Inst  respeeting  Joebus 
Bmiting,  with  whioh  wo  shall  most  readily  comply  by  deliveriog 
him  to  any  Offieer  prodaoiDg  your  Attthortty  to  demand  him.  In 
Gonsequenoe  of  an  Application  to  ns  by  hie  Friends  wo  gave  bim 
this  Indolgence  some  Time  ago  on  giving  Security  to  appear  before 
you  &  abide  your  Order,  &  if  farther  Proof  should  arise  here  to 
return,  but  he  refused  Compliance,  &  was  of  course  detained.  The 
Causes  of  Suspicion  a^inst  bim  were  that  being  found  in  Gtu'veys 
House  aftier  the  Family  bad  denied  any  Persons  being  vp  Slain,.  & 
that  in  Conversation  with  Joel  Mrs.  Garvey  said  that  if  he  could  be 
got  to  Buntings  on  bis  way  to  New  York  he  would  be  safe — besides 
which  it  appeared  Garvey  had  lodged  there  frequently  on  Terms  of 
particular  Intimacy,  from  which  we  concluded  his  House  was  one  of 
the  Stages  for  Deserters  &  Prisoners  passing  to  New  York,  as  well 
as  for  commercial  Intercourse — We  beg  Leave  to  send  you  an  lofor- 
mation  left  at  his  Lodgings  by  one  of  our  Officers  lately*  exchanged^ 
who  is  now  visiting  his  friends  in  the  Country,  but  will  be  here  in 
a  few  Days. 

I  wrote  your  Sxcell^  inforgning  that  Steelman  in  consequence  of 
Ball  &  Prices  cominff  to  the  Town  had  refused  to  qualify  to  the 
Information  vol untarify  given  me  but  which  I  have  no  Doubt  is  Crae, 
he  has  never  sent  me  bis  Narrative  as  he  proposed.  The  Power  of 
Gold  seems  too  great  for  that  of  Honesty  ft  Patriotism,  but  it  seems 
indispensably  necessary  for  the  publick  Welfare  to  check  this  In- 
tetcourse  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  with  great  Regard 

your  Ezoeil^*  Obed.  Hbble  Serv., 

J,  E. 

P.  S.  I  beg  Leave  to  add  that  I  have  recdved  a  Letter  from 
Hon.  Mr.  Scudder  respecting  Garvey,  &  that  we  shall  be  ready  to 
deliver  him  to  any  Offioer  authorized  to  take  Charge  of  him. 

Indorsed^ 

Deo*  11, 1780. 
Dif^ctedf 

His  Excels  Gov.  Livingston. 
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.    Ebsolutxonb  01*  O0NQRB8S,  1780.. 

In  CongraBiy  Deom'  I2th9  1780* 

The  Coinm**  to  wbom  was  referred  the  Letter  from  the  board  of 
War  of  28th  Nov%  deHvered  in  a  report,  whereupon 

Beaolved,  That  the  Commandor  in  Chief  be  directed  to  relieve  if 
be  shall  judge  that  post  neceasaiiri  the  garrison  of  Wjojuing  as  soon 
as  maj  be,  1^  troops  from  the  Continental  Amy  not  belonging  to 
the  Line  of  Pensjlvania  or  Conneetient,  or  Citiasns  of  «Hbsr  of 
the  said  States ;  And  that  the  present  and  intare  Gairieon  oonliaiio 
to  be  supplied  bj  the  Conunissarj  -general  from  the  Magaaines  of 
the  Continent  by  purchase  or  out  of  the  quota  of  provisions  raised 
by  any  State  for  the  use  of  the  Continent. 

Resolved,  Thai  tha  State  of  Pensylvania  be  infonaed  of  the  steps 
Congress  have  taken  to  remove  every  subject  of  jealousy  or  discon- 
tent ;  And  that  they  be  requested  to  order  the  supplies  which  were 
stopped  by  Lieut.  Hunter  on  their  progress  to  Wyoming,  to  be  im- 
mediately forwarded  to  that  Garrison  to  relieve  its  present  urgent 
distresses. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHA-  THOMSON,  Sec'y  * 


C.  J.  McKean  to  Prbs.  Bbed,  1780. 

Sir, 

My  indisposition  has  prevented  my  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
the  Act  of  Congress  of  yesterday,  -respecting  my  bailing  Griswold 
until  now.  I  would  beg  the  Council  to  reflect  a  m(Hnent  on  the 
tendency,  of  this  proceeding ;  if  a  Judge  is  obliged  to  satisfy  the 
Council  of  the  propriety  of  his  judgment,  or  to  consult  their  OpinioO| 
in  any  one  case,  he  must  be  under  the  like  obligation  in  every  one 
for  I  do  not  see  where  the  line  is  to  be  drawn,  A  precedent  of  thq 
kind,  I  must  declare,  shall  never  be  introduced  by  me. 

A  communication  on  matters  of  this  nature  between  the  Executive 
and  Judicial  Magistrates  cannot,  consistent  with  my  Ideas  of  pro- 
priety, be  in  a  formal  manner,  but  in  a  private  and  friendly  way. 
I  am  sorry  that  the  Honorable  Council  should  differ  in  opinion  with 
me  about  the  granting  a  habeas  corpus  for,  or  the  bailing  of  Joseph 
Griswold,  and  should  be  very  happy  to  know  their  sentiments  oh 
such  occasions  from  (he  Attorney  General.  I  was  very  anxious  to 
hear  every  thing  that  could  be  urged  on  both  sides  of  this  casCj  and 
for  that  purpose  caused  notice  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Bradford ;  he 

«  See  Col.  Beo.,  YoL  XII »  p.  M»,  and  p.  667  of  tUs. 
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appeared  to  bet  nninstnieted  and  did  not  stay  bat  a  few  minutefli 
a8  the  court  of  Qaarter  Sessions  was  siituig^  and  H'  Sergeant  on 
the  other  side  spoke  very  little — In  short,  I  had  to  search  for  ad- 
jodged  cases  on  the  point  myself,  and  humbly  eonceiye  that  my  con- 
duct in  this  particular  was  not  only  strictly  conformable  to  law  and 
my  duty,  but  that  I  can  satisfy  youj  or  any  other  member  of  the 
Council,  who  will  do  me  the  honor  to  call  upon  me  that  the  Mitti- 
mos  for  Qriswold  was  not  such  as  could  possibly  exclude  bim  from 
being  bailed,  and  that  the  ntmost  I  could  justly  do  was  to  hold  him 
in  a  recognizance  In  a  sni&cient  sum,  with  two  sureties,  to  appear  and 
answer,  &o.,  and  for  his  good  beharior  in  the  meantime,  which  be 
complied  with. 

As  a  private  Gentleman,  and  as  a  Friend*  to  every  indlvidnal  of 
the  Oouncil,  I  would  wait  upon  them  at  the  time  proposed,  but  I 
have  not  been  able  to  walk,  nay  scarcely  to  stir,  since  last  Friday 
jiight|  owing  .to  a  violent  cold  or  riieumatism  in  my  loina. 
I  am^  Sir,  with  perfect  esteem, 

your  most  obedient  &  very  humble  servant, 
THO  M'KEAN. 

Philadelphia,  December  12th,  1780. 

P.  S.    Hr.  Lewis  yesterday  had  two  more  habeas  corpus's  allowed 
for  Samuel  Cfarkson  and  John  Gummings — they  are  returnable  to 
morrow  at  1 L  o'Clock  A.  M.    I  wish  some  one  would  attend  in  be- 
half of  the  State. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  &o.  of  PennsyL 

vanisy  Present 


C.  J.  McKbak  to  P&bs.  Bebb^  1780. 

Sir, 

About  half  an  hour  after  Cummins  &  Clark  were  enlarged  on 
bail  by  Judge  Bryan  and  myself,  I  received  the  favor  of  the 
Council  of  this  day,  with  the  affidavit  referred  to.  I  should  have 
been  pleased  if  they  had  arrived  sooner,  as  we  could  with  propriety, 
have  postpoaed  the  business  untill  the  Attorney  General  came  to 
Town,  he  being  expected  so  speedily ;  but  he  had  been  called  upon 
at  his  office  yesterday  &  to  day,  and  we  were  iDformed  he  was  gone  to 
Backs  Court,  and  would  not  return  'till  the  end  of  the  week. 

I  find  that  I  have  mistaken  the  intentions  oi  Council  in  their  Act 
of  the  11th,  and  am  sorry  that  in  this  situation  I  should  have 
remonstrated  in  a  manner  that  has  given  offence ;  but  on  a  reviiiion 
of  my  letter,  I  really  do  not  perceive  any  thing,  which,  in   my 

•Se^p.666. 
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haoible  opisioB,  could  giYo  just  eause  for  it.  I  wrote  as  an  Tnde* 
pendoat  Jadge,  and  expressed  my  sense  of  hiff  duty  in  decent  & 
respeotfal  language.  It  is  trac,  I  mentioned  my  indisposition  "  and 
that  I  oonld  satisfy  you  or  any  other  member  of  the  Council  who 
would  do  me  the  honor  to  call  upon  me"  that  my  conduct  in  the 
case  of  Joseph  Griswold*  was  strictly  conformable  to  law  &  my 
duty  ;  but  it  seems  I  was  not  in  titled  to  the  honor  of  being  called  upon 
by  any  of  that  Honorable  Body.  I  will  not  enter  into  a  discussion 
of  the  comparative  dignity  of  a  member  of  Council  and  of  the  Chief 
Justice  being  desirous  of  transacting  the  public  bosioess  in  a  way 
the  most  agreeable  and  likely  to  prove  the  most  beneficial;  and 
declare,  that  my  meaning  was,  that  as  I  was  unable  to  wait  upon  the 
Councii|  I  would  be  glad/to  see  any  of  them,  in  order  to  explain  the 
whole  proceeding,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  least  misunderstanding 
even  for. a  moment. 

You  are  pleased  to  say,  that  my  letter  on  this  occaaion  has 
given  the  Council  the  more  concern,  as  early  in  this  bttsinesayou  had 
wrote  to  me  that  yon  might  have  seasonable  information  of  any 
measure  taken  &c.,  I  have  had  recourse  to  the  letter  leforred  to  which 
is  dated  the  22nd  of  Noj|^r.  last,  and  find  the  eontents  are  for- 
gotten by  the  Council,  there  being  no  such  intimation  therein ;  Yon 
only  hope,  that  some  mode  may  he  fallen  upon  to  delay  these  men 
t>eing  enlarged  antill  you  bad  time  to  oommunicaie  the  circnmstaneea 
to  the  Assembly,  that  the  Low  for  apprehending  disaffected  persona 
might  be  renewed.  The  habeas  corpus  for  Griswold  was  applied  for 
in  legal  form  on  the  2nd  instant,  the  Attorney  General  had  notice 
of  it  by  my  orders  (tbo'  no  part  of  my  duty)  he  did  not  desire  the 
Hearing  to  be  postponed  and  the  prisoner  was  bailed  on  the  6th  now 
Sir,  I  shall  submit  it  to  you  whether  the  charge  of  precipitancy 
might  not  have  been  spared. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  gives  me  great  concern  that  the  Judges 
should  give  any  offence  to  Council  by  bailing  persons  oommitted  by 
them ;  but  while  tbeir  commitments  are  of  no  more  validity  than 
those  of  Justices  of  the  peace  while  commitments  in  England  by  tha 
King  himself  in  person,  or  by  his  privy  Council,  or  by  any  of  tho 
members  thereof,  are  subject  to  an  examination  by  any  of  the 
twelve  Judges  on  a  habeas  corpus,  which  must  be  granted,  without 
delay  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  upon  demand  made ;  while  the 
Justices  of  the  Supreme  court  in  this  State  are  intrusted  with  the 
personal  liberty  of  the  Subject;  in  brief,  while  the  habeas  corpus 
act  remains  in  full  force ;  I  say,  while  those  things  are  so,  I  flatter 
myself  upon  calm  reflexion  it  will  not  be  thought  amiss  in  the 
Judges  to  proceed  as  they  have  done  in  cases  of  this  sort. 

In  my  judicial  character  I  un  obliged  to  decide  according  to  the 
laws  and  the  bestof  my  judgment,  uninfluenced  by  any  threats  or 
apprehensions  of  consequences ;  and  shall  be  extremely  unhappy  if 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  pp.  666,  669— and  664,  666,  of  this. 
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any  i&JQry  to  the  Fablio  ahoald  eiunie  from,  or  the  lutfBMiiy  off  tli4 
Executive  and  Judicial  powers  of  GoyemmeQfc  alioiild  be  dialiirbed 
by  it. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  the  utmoat  regard, 

your  Exoellenoy'a  &  tbe  Counoils, 

moat  obedient  humble  aervaai, 

THO.  McBaSAN  * 
Phnadelpfaia,  Becemb.  12tfay  1780. 
-    His  Ezoellency  Joseph  Beed  Baqr. 


Wm.  Hbnby  to  Pres.  Rbbd,-1780. 

Lancaster,  Deer.  12, 1780. 
Sb, 

The  proTision  and  Forage  at  this  place  being  nearly .  expended 
and  Mkjr.  Wirts  informing  the  Commanding  officer  Lt  Colo. 
Temple  that  he  oould  not  engage  to  furni^  the  Troops  with  a 
sufficient  Quantity  of  provisions,  Forage  &c.  The  Oolonel  applied  to 
me  as  a  Magistrate  for  Press  'Wdurrants  to  enable  Mr  Wirti  to  take 
those  Artioles  where  they  might  be  founds  but  as  the  Laws  would 
not  support  me  in  granting  such  Warrants,  I  informed  the  Colonel 
that  I  wonid  write  to  the  president  and  Council  concerning  the  Affiur, 
it  is  certain  they  cannot  be  supported  here  without  Bawling  the 
Hfty  Ten  or  Fifteen  Mile,  as  the  Hay  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lan- 
caster has  been  chiefly  consumed  by  the  Horses  purchased  for  the 
Frenoh  Azmv  and  by  the  Horses  kept  here  &c,  and  those  who  have 
Htty  Cattle  Ae.  will  not  part  with  it  without  Specie  or  Continental 
Money — Why  is  not  the  New  State  Mone^  made  a  Legal  Tender, — 
many  would  gladly  take  it,  if  they  could  pay  their  I^bts  with  it 
If  the  persons,  who  may  refuse  to  take  the  New  Continental  Money 
are  admitted  to  Bail,  the  Severity  of  the  Law,  published  for  Oon- 
sideration  will  be  evaded,  Trials  will  be  put  off  from  Court  to  Court 
&c.  Would  it  not  be  (getter,  that  the  offender  should  be  Com- 
mitted without  Bail  or  Mam  prise  till  the  ensuing  Sessions  or  if  he 
choose  it  till  a  Court  for  that  purpose  Should  be  called  by  himsell 

Soap,  Candles  and  Vegetables  are  not  furnished,  the  Troops  here 
and  they  complain  much  for  Want  of  them, — One  of  our  Collectors 
is  sent  to  Jail  for  having  speculated  with  the  Money. 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  very  obedient, 

k  hum.  Servant, 

WILLIAM  HENBTf 
Direciedj 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq'  Philadelphia. 

^  Express; 

♦  Bee  CoL  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  pp.  666,  666. 
t  Col.  Rec.,  VoL  XII.^  p.  670. 
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JoHif  Hazblwood  to  PftES.  Resd,  1780. 

To  the  Honoorablo  the  Ezeoatiye  Council  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 
Qentlemen 

After  receiveing  Instnictions  for  the  purchasing  a  qaantitj  of 
nit  Provisions  taken  in  the  Prize  Ship  Sarah,  I  waited  on  Clemd. 
Biddle  Esqr^  marshalli  to  know  the  day  of  Sale,  who  Informed  me 
it  should  be  sold  on  Wednesday  the  13th  Instant,  since  which  I  got 
the  Inspector  of  salt  provisions  for  the  City  to  go  with  me  to  examine 
the  same  &  find  it  to  be  such  as  is  by  no  me«as  fitt  for  the  use  of  the 
Army. 

I  am  Ocntlemeni 

Your  most  Obt  Sevt. 

JOHN  HAZBLWOOD,  C.  P. 
BeAr.  12tb,  IT&O- 
jpirecfedj 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esqr.  President  of  the  supreme 
Executive  Council  of  tho  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

80  Tferoes  FImis. 
JO  Barrels  Beef  not  Good. 
11  Tierces  Beef  not  Good. 
18  hbd.  Ditto  not  Good. 
60  puncheon  Pork  not  Good. 
.  6  Tierces  Ditto  Sweet  but  thin  and  has  been  repacked  latelj. 
1  Barrel  Ditto. 


OfiRISTIAN  WlETZ  TO  PrES,  RbBD,  1780. 

Lancaster^  December  12*^,  1780. 
Sfcr, 

Col.  Myland's  Regiment  of  Dragoons,  at  present  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieu^  Col.  Temple,  have  arrived^  and  are  stationed  in  this 
l^n.  The  Demands  of  Provisions  and  Forage  for  the  support  of . 
the  Corps,  and'  the  Daily  Issues  to  Guards,  Soldiers  on  furlough, 
Rpfeoners  of  War,  and  Forage  to  Brigades  of  Waggons,  wiQ  evidently 
appear  to  bo  somewhat  ozte nsi ve. 

The  Consutnption^f  the  Article  of  Hay  will  be  greater  than  the 

Country  in  this  Ticinity  can  ftimfsh ;  and  unless  the  invalid  HorseS| 

and  part  of  tferese  belonging  to  the  Corps,  are  distribatcd  through*  the' 

'  County,  they  will  uiitl^tedly  Suffer,  and  not  be  Supplied.    Tho 

Draught  in  the  kst  Summer  Seaaon  was  ao  oonatant  as  to  prevent 
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the  Cropa  being  so  good  aa  nsnali  besides  the  Qaantities  M**  Sloagh 
puTchas'd  for  &e  vae  <xf  thoFrenek  Ha»^  irbieil  nnlBSi.  tbe  Sesr- 
oitj  beoonae  moire  general ',  so  that  we  are  neoeasitated  to  Haul  tbe 
Hay  \^  and  18  Milea. 

'  Col.  Temple  is  unwilling  to  have  bis  Regiment  Divided,  and  make 
no  doubt  has  wrote  to  Goaneil  on  the  Subject. 

When  jour  Ezoell^ncy  was  at  Lancaster.  I  received  OrdecB  to 
pnrdkase  Beef  Cattle  for  the  support  of  this  Po8t|  in  which  busincM 
I  proceeded  as  far  as  I  was  enabled,  and  the  Continental  Money 
lasted ;  so  that  the  Stores  were  supplied,  and  about  Six  or  Eight 
Weeks  remainlDg  in  Stock ;  but  now  am  sorry  to  Ibform  Council, 
that  I  can  make  no  farther  Progress  in  that  Way,  by  Voluntary 
Purchase,  as  tbe  State  Money  will  not  pass  for  t^t  Purpose.  This 
Information  I  have  thought  advisable  to  give^^  In  Oilier  that  Pro- 
vision may  be  made  in  Time. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Y'  BsyseUency's  mast  Obd'  k  Humble  ServS 

CHRISTIAN  WIBTa;G;'P;L.  O*' 

Directedf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reod,  "Esff.^  President  of  ti^  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


pRKS.  Beed  to  Chief  Justice  MoEbak^  17i80. 

Sir,  .       * 

Ydur  Favour  of  Yesterday*  was  duly  received.  YoorXadispoailievi 
would  have  been  a  suffioienl  Apology  without  the  other  Reasons, 
which  the  Council  are  of  Opinioii  might  OA  this  Occasion  hare  bean 
spared,  as  there  was  no  Intention,  nor  did  our  request  intimaia  aqy, 
to  render  any  Account  of  your  judicial  Proceedings,  but  merely  to 
confer  with  you  on  the  Subject,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  publick 
Safety,  &  in  future  prevent  Interferences  of  Authority,  which  only 
weaken  Govern  meat,  &  ihcrcofe  the  Insolence  of  the  disaffected. 

We  shall  at  all  Times  endeavor  to  avoid  inconvenient  Precedents, 
ft  especially  we  shall  not  establish  that  of  the  Supreme  Exeoutivw 
Council  f^tendiog  on  any  .of  their  own  AppointmentSi  either  oqllec- 
tively  or  individually,  on  publick  Business* 

Your  Letter  on  this  Ocoasion  has  gi«ea  the  Conncil  t|ie  mote. 
Concern,  as  early  in  this  Business  we  wrote  to  you^  that  we  might 
have  seasonable  Information  of  anv  Measures  taken,  which,  if  we 
had  received,  we  should  have  directed  the  Att^  Qea',  &  have  fumiahed 
him  with  the  Grounds  of  Griswold^s  Commitii#at ; — as  it  waa,  we 
knew  nothing  of  the  Habeas  Corpns  till  the  Party  ^af  discharged. 
\^<p  o^f(  informed  it  has  been  .p^tisedi  th||i  when  .tbiy  Qroifg  (^i 

'    ''  «  CoL  Ree.,  Tol.  XII^  page  670.     • 

t  8aa  pp.  640^6622,  t&Q. 


England)  bag  not  been  prepared,  tbe  Party  baa  been  remand^,  & 
broogbt  up  ^i  a^otber  Day.  B«t  hotr  tbe  Goutlcil  .^tHpifl  give  you 
the  neceaaaiy  Directiona,  when  tbe  Basineaa  is  thua  jMreoipitated 
without  their  Knowledge,  we  are  yet  to  ieam. 

We  have  iaimed  %  Warvaoit  to  af^ehemi  -Qriawold^  ai«Hi|  «3  we 
abaU  tbe  reat,  irhile  we  are  of  Opinion  tbeir  fa^ng  at  large  ia  iaoc^- 
aiateat^itb  the  publkk  S^kletj.    Apd.on  tbia  Saly^t  mi^at  ^d4,  that  t 
BOTeral  of  theee  Persons  are  detained  in  Prij^oa  tei  be  deliv^i^  io  tb^ 
A^thofHy  of  Neir  Jaraej,  where  t^eir  Offeneea  were  oommitted,  & 
we  ba?e  ao  informed  the  Governor  of  t^at  Sta^^     If  fariibfiv  Dia-n 
obargea  aire  loaded  any  Consequeneea  prejudicial  to  tbe  public)c  ensue,  : 
wie  shall  d/eem  ouvsel^^es  fontirely  e^nerated  froooi  aay  Blame  j  fc  if  i 
th«  ISans^Hiy  of  tbe.fqseeative  Power  o|  GovyriHnent  ie  4i#ti|rbed,  - 
we  shall. bikki  ofisaetv^  eaoally  jnnoceat^    We  hav4  aei^:jEbr  tbe 
Atf  y  Q&il.,  &  if  waciti^able  be  will  at^epd  this  D^, 
I  am,  Sir,  Your  Obod.  Hbble.  9ei:vt>»  . 

JOS.  REED.*-  * 
Indorsed f 

Deo.  13, 1780. 


Pbbs.  Rbbd  to  Edw;ard  Scull,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  duly  received  your  Letter  of  the  lOtb  Inst.,  &  am  very  sorry  for 
tbe  Neglect  you  complain  of,  &  ibe  more  as  I  particularly  requested 
Col.  Morgan  to  make  it  an  Object  of  bis  special  Care — At  present 
we  can  do  no  mtee'ibaAWSgi  Mm  to  ^MrflRfli  bis  Suty.  which  we 
have  done  by  tbe  enclosed  Resolve,  which  you  will  forward  to  him, 
&  gg^  bM  peiBinptcaJiy  CMUra  to  tbe  Sub- Lieutenants,  to  proceed  with 
all  Diligence.     We  have  no  Money  in  the  Treasury,  nor  is  there  aay' ' 
Prebability  of  rqpTeniibiBg  it,  al  least  Uk  M^me  Time.  '  The  Assem- 
bly are  about  snob  great  X  ns^terial  Allerafiiona  in  tbe  MiUiia,  by  ' 
atnkingitf  4hft  Sub  JUeatedanta,  &  dimjniahlog  tbe  Noiliber/of  Muater/j 
Days,  that  it  w^ald  not  be  p^pettQ.  make,  any  new  Appointittanta*< 
uttdll  we  aee  tbf  lasueof  tbeir  DelibeiattoQa.    <  r 

I  am,  Sir,  Tour  Obed.  Hbbk.  Setn 


Resolved,  That  OoL  Jaopb  Morgan,  Lieutenant  of  tbe  County  of 
Berks,  be  directed  to  pay  off,  with  all  Expedition,  the  Militia  who 
marched  on  the  late  Tour  of  Duty ;  &  that  in  Case  of  Col.  Mprgao-V 
Indisposition  to  proceed  pejrsonal];^  in  this  Dut^,  he  urge  the  8ub^ 
Lieuten**  so  as  [to]  oollect  a  competent  Sum  to  answer  the  above 
Purpose  without  Delay.    •     ' 
Indar$edf 
Deo.  18, 1780. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  pp.  666,  567,— and  page  649  of  this  Vol. 
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Pebs.  Bbbd  to  Lt.  Col,  Btak,  1780. 

Sir, 

Upon  exftmittation  of  T<mr  ApfMiotoMttt  we  think  jon  intitled  to 
jonr  pay  as  Lient.  Ool.  dnring*  thetonr  of  datj,  which  we  dooht  not 
the  Pajmaater  will  settle  with  yon  on  the  aame  Prindples  of  Depre- 
oiation  with  othef  officen. 

The  Aflsembly  have  made  stfch  materiat  changes  in  the  MiSik  Law 
as  in  onr  opinion  will  make  that  service  Teiy  different  from  what  it 
has  been  &  as  the  appointment  of  Inspector  was  once  considered  by 
the  Legislature  k  not  approved  we  think  it  our  dnty  lo  inform  yov 
thereof  so  that  yon  need  no  longer  place  any  dopendance  on  an 
amK>intm'ent  thns  oircnmstanced,  &  whieh  may  prevent  yonr  engaging 
in  some  mode  of  Business  more  permanent  which  you  will  conader 
yourself  fcom  this  time  at  liberty  to  do. 
I  am  Sir, 

Yonr  obed.  Hbble  8er. 
Directed^ 

J/  Col.  Ryan. 
Indonedf 

Pec  IS'\  IT&O.    To  Lieutenant  Cobnel  Ryan. 


AssjtMBLT  TO  Prbs.  Ruik,  1780. 

In  Oen.  Assembly,  Deo.  14%  1780. 
Sir,  '         ' 

The  house  have  directed,  me  to  inoloae  a  copy  of  a  Resolve  of  the 
8*  Mn8lant4ippeinthig  a  Oommittee  to  ptocure  a  state  of  the  Treasnty 
&  to  infinrm  Your  Eaeellenoy  k  the  Honble  the  Council,  that 
no  other  order  has  been  ffiven  by  this  House.  The  Committee 
having  been  called  upem  deny  giving  any  ordcTi  pfOhibittBg  tha 
Tre^ipier  from  issuing  Continental  Money.  I  have  the  Honour  to 
be  with  sentiments  of  Respect  &  Esteem, 

Sir^  Your  Bxeellencys  most  obedient 

k  most  humble  servt. 

PRED'K  H;  MUHLENBERG,  Speakcr.f 
Directetff 
His  Excellency^  Joseph  Reed^  Esq*'  President  of  the  State. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  671. 
t  See  Col.  Bee.,  VoL  XII.,  p.  568. 
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Prbs.  07  GovGRBSs  TO  Pres;  Rebd,  1780. 

Philadelphia!  December  14^  1780. 
Br, 

Toiir  Ezcelienoy  will  receive  enclosed^  the  Oopy  of  a  resolve  of 
Gongrew  of  the  12*^  Instant,  by  which  yon  will  be  informed  of  the 
Measures  they  have  adopted  for  relieviog  and  sapplying  the  garrison 
at  Wyoming,  and  for  removing  every  sooject  of  Jealousy  &  Discon- 
tent. And  to  relieve  the  present  urgent  Distress  of  the  Garrison,  it 
is  requested  that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  would  order  the  supplies 
which  were  stopped  by  Lieut.  Hunter  on  their  progress  to  Wyoming 
to  be  immediately  forwarded  to  that  Garrison. 

I  hiive  the  Honor  tabe  with  the  highest  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  Servant. 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President.* 
Directed  J 
His  Excellency  President  Beed. 


Prbs.  Rbkd  to  David  Rittenhoubb,  1780.  ' 

Sir, 

By  a  Clause  in  the  inclosed  Bill  you  will  obsetve  that  the  Presi- 
dent or  Vice  President  in  Council  are  directed  to  draw  upon  you  for 
a  Sum  equal  to  in  Specie  in  order  to  inlist  such  Soldiers 

whose  Times  ef  Inlistment  are  near  expiring.  You  will  please 
to  inform  me  what  Money  you  have  in  the  Treasury  &  what  Pros- 
pects yon  have  of  complying  with  such  Orders  if  drawn  upon  you, 
for  the  above  Purpose.  As  we  apprehend  the  House  of  Assembly 
are  not  acquainted  with  the  State  oif  our  Finances  we  wish  to  give 
them  proper  Information  lest  they  should  be  disappointed  in  thpir 
Expectations  on  this  SRbjeot. 

I  am  &c.|         J 
lndor$ecly 

Pec.  14%  1780.    To  David  Blttenhouse,  Esq.,  Treasurer. 


Pees.  Reed  to  C.  J.  McKsan,  1780. 

Sir, 

You  will  please  to  return  M'  Joel's  Affidavit  as  it  was  made  no 
Use  of.  As  you  seem  still  to  mistake  the  Intervention  of  the 
Council  for  a  Controul  of  your  judicial  Freedom  I  can  only  repeafr. 
U»t  it  was  calculated  to  give  the  State  an  Opp^  to  be  heard  &  that 

*  See  page  649. 

t  Bee  Col.  Rec,  Vol  XIL»  p..  571. 
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Mctmtea  for  the  publiok  Safetj  might  be  adopted  eonsstent  with 
the  Law  which  preBiatar!»  Def ia^OB»  have  preTeated.  Tlfe  proeee- 
diog  to  discharge  the  others  when  the  Att'  Gen.  waa  out  of  Town 
on  poUick  B^imesa  0^ii|t  xather  ealcnlated  to  add  to  than  lesseo 
the  publiok  Difficulties.  '  Bui  as  we  have  resoWed  to  make  no  moia 
€oiumitoeot»  subject  to  such  hastj  &  imprc^dent  Controoi'  t(M«9ia 
no  Neo^sit;  to  eolar^  farther  ifpon  ft  disagreeable  Sufcjep^. 

I  am  SuTi 

Your  Ob^  Hbhle  Ser.* 

*  Deo.  15^  1780.  To  Hoxibla  Thomas  McKean,  Ea^  Chief 
Jostice. 


RssoLirnoK  of  GnrratAL  AasntBLT^  1780* 

State  of  PeniisjlTaniax 
In  General  Assemblji 

Satorda0r»  16*^  Deeember,  1780, 
The  Committee  appointed  on  the  10'^  nit.  to  ascertain  and  report 
the  expanses  of  Government  &cl  laid  bSfore  the  House  a  letter  from 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  State^  dated -ia  Cooncil  the 
24<k-|-  jQgi .  ^hich  being  read  and  considered,  it  was 

Resolved,  that  the  said  Committee  be  instructed  to  make  appliea* 
tion  to  the  Supreme  Bx^eative  Cooncii  for  a  list- of  the  names  aad 
emplojmente  of  all  persons  now  in  offieoi , nominated  bj  Cop^pil  hf 
virtue  of  ajay  Aot  of  Assembly. 

Extract  from  the  Hinntea,  . 

SAMUEL  STERJJTT,  QUA. 


PRISS.   ReBD    to    PftBS.    OF    COTTW    AT    NOETfiUMBBltEAND, 

1780. 
Sir, 

The  Assembly  of  the  State  have  directed  the  Atti"  Qen.  to  attend 
the  Trial  of  Francis  Hopkinson,  Esq.,  Judge  of  the  Adm^  on  Tues- 
day next :  his  Attendance  at  the  County  Court  of  I^forthampton  wUl 
of  course  be  impracticable  the  Publick  Interests  will  therefore  require 
that  the  Trials  of  Misprision  of  Treason  or  other  Offences  other  tbin 
the  ordinary  Bu^ness  of  Sessions  should  be  defsrred  till  the  Att^ 
General  can  attend  them. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble  ^er., 

JOa  REBD. 
Direciedf-^The  Presid.  of  the  Court  of  Q'  Session;  Nortl^amptoo.  ^ 
Jndanedj 

Beo.  I8«,  1780.  To  the  President  of  the  Court  of  Quarter* 
Sessions  N"  County. 

*  See  page  060,  &6. 

t  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  Xn.,  p.  671. 
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Eon.  Jamxs  Duanb  to  Prb$.  Rbbp,  1780. 

Philad.|  16  Decern.,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  Sberif  some  days  smod  kasda^  me  a  Letter  as  from  your 
Exoellency  bai  UDsignea.  It  was  nevertheless  treated  with  all  the 
Respect  which  was  possible,  atid  the  Sherif  was  left  at  Liberty  to 
examine  every  Apartment  without  Interruption.  He  was  only  told' 
that  (he  EDoose  was  out  possessioo^and  tint  iai  the  irat  Inatance  it 
must  be  nresomed  in  Law  that  the  goods  belonged  to  the  Occupants,' 
that  the  bare  asaertion  of  the  Defendant  Bnlkly  coud  be  no  proof  to 
the  Oontrary,*  thai  these  were  beside  interfiBring  claims,  and  that  he 
onghjt  to  eall  a  jury  to  asoertain  the.  property,  for  his  own  jnstiioa^ 
ticA  and  to  av&id  oppreasion;  and  that  otherwise  he  must  proceed  at 
his  peril,.  This  Remonstrance  having  no  fiffeot  the  House  waa- 
abandoned  to  his  discretion,  sod  he  completed  hla  Inventoiy  aceotw: 
dbg  to  Bulkl^r'a  direction. 

•  On  his  priaciplea  ire  do  not  see  what  should,  lestrain  him  from 
CAlering  ttw  House  etea  of  the  Chief  Magisteate  and  inventoryiBf; 
and  selUnghis  £&cb^  if  JBulUy  wood  attend  and  aflirm  that  ho. 
claims  them, &•>  his  iMrn. 

.  Tiift  Judgement  is  nndenteod  on  all  hands  to  be  collusive*    The' 
Skecif  hittiMlf  seems  to  be  of  tfaot  opinion:  but  there  is  no  Court - 
of  CbaHoeiy  to  deteot  the  fraud :  and  this  in  a  Case  where  the  Rem* 
e^y  wond  be  certain,  for  M'  Dicke&6on  is  a  judgement  Creditor  of* 
le9g  standiDg,  and  from  mere  Charity  baa  withheld  his  Execution 
M'  Howel  IS  also  a  Creditor.     Even  mdependant  of  these  Coniiden* 
ations  if  fiulkly  coud  strip  the  House  df  all  be  might  possibly  claim 
ie  right  of  marriage,  it  woud  be  of  very  little  benefit  to  him,  nor 
w#ud  it  incommode  us :  the  Qhief  of  tfao  fomiture  belonging  to  M' 
Jones  ail  absent  Delegate  of  Yirginta,  M'  Howel  M**  Prid  and' 
another  Rehition  of  the  family.    These  are  represented  to  us  as 
Facts,  and  we  think  ourselves  bouod  to  lay  them  before  your  Excel- 
lency from  metiv:e4  of  Huaaanity  as  well  td  Jwtice }  and  because 
it  woad,4to  say  no  nv>re  he  unreaaoDabic  that  we  ahoad  suffer  v«ry  • 
gr^at  Incenvm^uciea  whi<^  even  the  Bigonr  of  Law  does  not  require 
and  a  Court  of  Equii^  woud  prevent. 

^  On  the  whole  w.e  shall  be  perfectly  satisfied  if  the  Shorif  conducts 
hHQself  by.  the  Opinion  o€  the  Attorney  General  who  ia  a  publick' 
officer*  The  station  m  which  we  are  placed  and  the  Oiroumatancea 
of  the  CAsa.seem  to  point  it  out  sa  proper.  Delicacy  alone  fcrhide' 
US  to  icottble  your  S^Uencyi  or  we  ahoud  request  the  fitvour  of 
yonxJ)ireotiQn. 

^l  bare  the  Honour  to  be  with  the  greateak  Bespeot  Sir, 
your  Exeellen<^'s  most  obeidient 

.;•!  A  very  humble  fiwvaat, 

JA8r  DUANE.* 

..AVfctsdr^— His  Excelbney  President  Reed. 
*  Set  page  629. 
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Bbig.'  Gbn.  Jambs  Irvine  and  Col,  G.  Matthews  to 

CoNdRESS,  1780. 

Phfladelphia,  16*  Deccmter,  1780, 
(Copy.) 
Sir, 

Appointed  to  the  honor  ol  wuting  on  Congress  in  behalf  of  onr 
nnfortnnate  fellowoaptlTes  still  in  possession  or  the  Enemy  on  Long 
Island,  we  are  instrnoted  to  represent  to  that  honorable  Body  the 
neeessity  of  yielding  them  immediate  relief  and  support  The  keen 
sensation  inseparable  from  pressing  want  indnoed  them  to  solicii  Sr 
Henry  Clintons  permission  for  this  purpose ;  we  will  not,  however,  last 
we  wonnd  too  deeply  the  feelings  of  humanity,  enter  into  a  detail  of 
all  the  oomplieat^  ills  they  have  experieneed  during  the  ^aee  of 
nineteen  tedious  months  in  which  they  have  reeeived  no  manner  of 
support  from  ihe  PaUio — ^not  even  had  their  Boani  paid  ;  m  oonse- 
qwMice  of  whieh  some  of  them  have  been  ooinpelled  to  seek  a 
wcetohed  retreat  from  fiimine  in  the  detested  Provost  of  New  York. 

Under  cover  are  Sundry  Papers  which  will  ezplaiii  to  your  Bxoel* 
lenoy  and  Congress  in  what  manner  it  will  now  be  in  youir  power  to 
afford  relief  to  your  unfortunate  Officers,  by  furnisfai|ig  them  with 
such  neoessarya.  as  ean  best  be  spared  for  that  purpose.  To  this  we 
earnestly  beg  your  earliest  attention,  and  should  any  farther  person- 
al explanations  be  necessary  we  will  be  happy  in  attending  Congress 
or  any  part  of  them  for  this  purpose. 

The  confidence  thus  reposed  in  us  by  our  fellow  prisoners  not  on- 
ly affords  an  opportunity  of  manifesting  our  attachment  to  them 
and  attention  to  their  wants,  but  also  to  represent  our  own  partion- 
lar  Situation,  wherein  we  have  received  a  deeper  wound  from  oor 
Country,  than  either  want  could  impose  or  the  severity  of  an  enemy 
could  inflict 

Our  vanity  does  not  lead  us  to  boast  of  more  than  oommon  abili- 
ties as  Soldiers  ;  but  in  point  of  attachment  and  readiness  to  do  our 
duty  wh^n  oor  country  calls,  we  yield  to  none.— Consoions  of  hav*- 
ing  sacrifieed  interest  and  ease  for  her  service,  and  some  of  us  neg- 
lected (he  duties  of  a  Parent  to  a  rising  family  of  helpless  children ; 
and  that  since  we  became  her  Soldiers  we  have  never  indulged  a 
wish  to  survive  the  liberty  of  our  country;  we  leave  you  to  judge  ' 
what  must  be  our  feelings  when  held  uthto  public  view  to  be  point- 
ed at  as  nnworthy  the  rank  we  bore  in  her  Army,  and  nndiseerving 
those  liberties  for  which  we  have  fought  and  bled,  by  the  exchange' 
of  Officers  Prisoners  of  a  few  months  date  in'  preference  to  us  who 
have  indured  a  captivity  of  more  than  three  torturing  years. 

Mortifying  as  these  reflections  muet  to  a  sensible  mind,  necessari- 
ly be,  they  are  sonieiimeB  softened  by  the  belief  that  they  were  occa- 
sioned by  inattention  rather  than  any  design  to  injure ;'  and  that 
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Congress  will  readily  apply  immediate  relief  io  the  wovnd  we  bare 
reoeived  by  effecting  oar  liberation  for  the  PrisonerB  still  remain- 
ingin  their  hands — in  which  also  we  hope  will  be  incladed  the  yet 
nnfortanate  Oentlemen  in  the  hands  of  the  Enemy  on  Long  Island 
— ^Surely  jasdoe  calls  for  such  a  step  and  humanity  adds  her  request 
for  its  execution. 

We  have  the  honor  io  be  with  all  possible 
Bespeot  &  esteem  Your  Excellency's  Most 

Obedient  and  very  Hmnble  Servanti 
(Signed) 

JAMES  IRVINE,  B.  Gen*. 
QBOBGJB  MATHEWS,  ^ 

CoL  9**  Virg.  Regt. 
His  Excellency  Samuel  Huntington  Esquire. 


Wm.  McCalla  to  OouirciL,  1780. 

Bucks  County  December  17th^  1780. 

To  the  Supreme,  the  Executive  Council,  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
yania. 

Oentlemen  agreeable  io  my  Commission,  and  the  Trust  Com* 
mitted  to  me,  as  Commissioner  of  Purchases  for  the  sui^lies  of  the 
Army,  I  ha?e  applied  to  Col.  Arthur  Irvine  to  purchase  from  him 
Forage  and  Other  Grain,  as  he  hath  a  Ijarge  Quantity  of  both, 
and  can  Obtain  none,  he  makes  a  slighty  Excuse,  and  says  if  I  had 
Continental  Money,  he  woud  sell  me,  but  that  Excuse  is  entirely  be- 
cause he  knows  that  I  have  no  Money  of  that  sort,  nor  can  procure 
any,  at  present  has  Daily  Trafficing  with  his  Grain,  and  exohang- 
ins  it  foivlron,  &c.  sending  the  Iron  to  the  North-ward,  and  Car- 
rying  on  a  Trade  in  that  iUspect,  and^hen  spoke  to  he  replies  that 
he  pays  no  regard  to  me  nor  any  other  Authority,  he  will  sell  and 
diBpose  as  he  thinks  proper,  this  Gentleman  is  causing  a  great  Dis- 
satisfaction among  other  Individuals,  that  is  sparing  Generously  out 
of  their  small  quantitys,  that  he  Either  wilU  or  snail,  have  these 
Libertys  I  did  not  chuse  to  go  into  any  forcive  measure  with  him, 
before  acquainting  with  his  Conduct,  the  above  you  may  depend  can 
be  well  Authenticated  by  Good  Evidences. 
I  am  Gentlemen  your  most 

Obd*.  &  Very  Humble  Servant. 

Wm.  CALLA.  ^ 
C.  P.  B.  C. 
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David  Bittsnhousb  to  Pbbs.  Rbbp,  1780. 

Decern'.  18th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Yonre  dated  in  Conncil,  the  lith'*'  I  received,  bat  %  hurry  of  Basi- 
ness  has  prevented  my  answering  it  sooner.  The  Continental  monej 
in  my  hands  at  present  is  quite  inconsiderable,  exclusive  of  abont 
35,000  Dollars- which  is  not  in  a  condition  to  be  reissned.  There 
is  upwards  of  j£80,000  of  the  new  State  moneywin  the  Tre^isary.  ^ 

I  heartily  wbh  the  House  was  fully  acquainted  with  the  situation 
of  our  finances,  but  it  is  a  matter  that  will  require  much  time  and 
attention.  For  my  own  part  I  fancy  that  I  foresee  difficulUes  al- 
most insuperable  unless  new  measures  are  adopted  to  raise  pnblie 
moaev.  In  the  present  mode  I  doubt  whether  the  entire  sum  to  be 
raised  the  ensuing  year  will  be  worth  much  more  than  an  18  penny 
Tax  was  in  73  or  74.  The  sums  to  be  levied  are  set  in  the  old  Con- 
tinental money,  worth  at  present  perhaps  about  ^^  of  the  nominal 
Sum,  and  I  shall  acknowledge  myself  greatly  mistaken  if  before  the  8 
monthly  Taxes  are  collected  it  does  not  sink  to  , J^).  This  would 
perhaps  be  of  little  consequence  if  we  were  not  under  the  necessity 
of  reissueing  the  old  money,  and  could  procure  and  issue  the  new  at 
full  value.  But  how  is  this  to  be  done.  •  The  new  money  must 
be  received  in  Taxes  at  some  certain  rate,  compared  with  the  old,  or 
<^  Nobody  will  take  it  if  they  cant  pay  Taxes  with  it"  vrill  be  the 
Cry.  Shall  it  be  set  at  40  for  one,  it  will  then  be  reduced  at  once  to 
}  of  the  intended  value,  &  the  publick  Stock  proportionably  dimin- 
ished. It  will  perhaps  be  wiser  to  fix  it  at  120  for  once  after  a  few 
months  the  old  money  falls  to  150  or  160  for  one  and  a  total  stop 
to  all  collecting  of  Taxes  takes  place,  every  body  has  the  new 
money,  but  they  cannot  part  with  it  unless  you  allow  them  specie 
value.  The  Consequence  is  that,  either  you  must  allow  one  new 
Dolkr  to  pay  the  Tax  of  160  or  200,  and  so  the  publick  revenues 
dwindle  to  nothing,  or  you  do  not  alter  the  rate,  &  the  new  money 

depreciates  as  fast  as  the  old In  short  I  look  upon  'tbe  oM 

money,  excessiye  in  its  nominal  Quantity,  destitute  of  any  proper 
support,  and  with  the  most  unaccountable  and  Contradictory  preju- 
dices tack'd  to  it,  to  be  the  greatest  evil  we  labour  under,  and  suffi- 
oient  to  ruin  any  Currency,  Gold  and  Silver  not  excepted,  which  is 
in  any  way  connected  with  it,  and  I  verily  believe  the  association 
lately  entered  into  to  preserve  its  credit  was  a  mistaken  Step,  which 
will  be  attended  with  pernicious  Consequences.  Bad  as  it  is,  it  will 
nevertheless  make  a  very  formidable  opposition  to  every  attempt  that 
maj^be  made  to  introduce  any  thing  better  in  its  room. 
I  am  Sir  with  great  respect  Your 

most  obedient  Humble  Serv*. 

nir..i^     Tj'  y.  DAVD.  RITTENHOUSK.* 

^irecrecr,— His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  State. 

*  See  page  657. 
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Beiq.  Gb5.  Jambs  Irvine  to  Assembly,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  18«*  Dec,  1780. 
Sir,  ^ 

Nominated  to  the  painfuly  though  firom  its  hoped  for  happy  con- 
aequenoes,  pleasing  offioe  of  waiting  on  Congress  and  the  Legislature 
of  tbia  State  on  behalf  of  my  unfortanate  fellow  captives  on  Long 
Island,  I  am  instruoted  to  lay  before  them  the  distresses  to  which 
they  have  been  snbjeoted,  not  only  from  a  total  want  of  almost 
every  necessary  that  can  render  life  supportable  but  also  from  the 
adoption  of  a  system  whereby  the  Prisoners  of  this  State  are,  as 
they  eonoeive  cruelly  denied  the  advantages  afforded  to  those  of  the 
other  States;  that  of  being  exchanged  for  the  Prisoners  taken  by 
the  Bubjeots  of  such  States  respectively. 

In  justice  to  the  supreme  Legislature  of  their  country  as  well  as 
in  tenderness  to  their  own  injimd  feelings,  they  would  wUlingly 
suppose  that  the  Resolution  of  Congress  forbidding  the  future 
ezobange  of  prisoners  in  the  line  of  any  particular  State,  could  not 
be  intentionally  designed  against  the  unhappy  subjects  of  this 
GommoBwealtb ;  yet,  when  they  consider  the  great  number  of 
Pennsylvania  officers  in  captivity,  the  total  neglect  or  inability  of 
the  Public  at  large  to  relieve  their  urgent  necessities ;  the  consequent 
enormous  expenoe  which  this  State  must  necessarily  incur  in  admin* 
iatering  to  these  wants ;  and  recollecting  the  many  instances  wherein 
the  (Gentlemen  of  other  States  have  been  liberated  upon  principles 
directly  opponte  to  those  now  oomplained  of,  they  cannot  deny 
themselves  the  justice  of  remonstrating  against  a  system  which  in 
its  operation  must  unavoidably  injure  the  gentlemen  whom  I  have 
the  honor  to  represent. 

On  the  subject  of  supplies  they  think  it  sufficient  to  inform  this 
honorable  House  that  since  the  20^*  of  May  1779,  they  have  received 
BO  manner  of  support  of  the  Public,  notwithstanding  repeated 
applicationB  both  to  Congress  and  the  Legislature  of  this  State, 
Confidently  relying  on  the  wisdom  and  humanity  of  this  House,  as 
well  as  on  their  ability  to  relieve  their  suffering  officers  in  captivity, 
I  will  venture  to  suggest  to  them,  that  if  Specie  can  be  procured  it 
will  not  only  afford  more  immediate  relief,  but  be  also  attended 
with  less  inconveniency  than  any  other  method  at  present  practicable; 
but  if  this  be  impossible  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  the 
copies  of  sundry  papers  which  will  fully  explain  how  readily  it  may 
be  done  by  sending  in  such  articles  therein  specified  as  can  best  be 
spared.  In  addition  to  these  papers  I  also  lay  before  you  the  copy 
of  a  letter  to  The  honorable  the  Congress  on  the  subject  of  supplies 
and  exchaorge;  and  the  biffh  opinion  I  entertain  of  your  justice  and 
bumaoity  induces  me  to  hope  that  nothing  in  the  power  of  this 
House  will  bo  wanting  to  lessen  the  general   distresses  therein 
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represented,  or  to  attend  to  the  reptration  of  the  injoriefl  too  justly 
complained  of. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  every  sentiment  of  respect 
Sir,  yoor  most  obedient 

and  Ycxy  bnmble  servant^ 

JAMES  IRVINE, 

B.  Gen^  Penns*  MilitiA. 
DirecteJj 

The  Honorable  Frederick  Muhlenberg,  Baqoire,  Speaker  to  the 
House  of  Assemblj. 


Brio.  Gbn.  James  Ieyinb  to  Frbs.  Bbsd,  1780. 

Phikdelphky  18*^  Deeeniber)  1780. 
Sir, 

Permitted  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  requested  and  anthoriied 
by  the  nnfortnnate  captive  officexa  on  Long  Island  to  represent  in 
their  name  the  distresses  they  have  long  suffered  in  the  aervioa  of 
their  country ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  b^  that  an  end  may  at 
length  be  put  to  those  suffering*  which  they  have  hitherto  bonM 
with  more  than  common  fortitude  and  msgnanimity  through  a  4etiea 
of  afflicting  years,  but  which,  from  lo^g  unprecedentedly  long  con- 
tinuance are  at  length  become  insupportable. 

Desirous  of  parforming  with  Fidelity,  the  duties  of  this  difficuU 
office  I  have,  in  conjunction  with  Colonel  Matthews,  who  is  joined 
with  me  in  this  commission,  laid  before  the  Honorable  the  Gongresa 
a  letter  on  this  subject  the  copy  whereof  will  accompany  this;  and 
whilst  I  earnestly  recoommend  to  the  attention  of  yoor  fixoelleney 
and  the  Honorable  Cotiacil  that  the  most  speedy  and  effectual 
measures  may  be  taken  for  the  relief  of  our  suffering  eaptivea  ia 
general  and  the  subjects  of  this  State  in  particular,  I  must  beg  year 
forgiveness  for  detnandiog  your  attention  one  moment  to  the 
wounded  feeling?  of  an  individual. 

Without  incurring  the  imputation  of  vanity  or  bebg  charged 
with  assuming  a  merit  I  have  no  pretention  to,  I  flatter  .myself  I 
may  be  suffered  to  assert  that  I  entered  into  the  service  of  my 
country  at  an  early  period  of  the  war  with  as  much  military  expert- 
enoe,  and  equal  seal  and  attachment  to  her  interest  and  happiness, 
as  most  of  the  Officers  of  my  rank  who  have  since  been  less  unfor- 
tunate. A  detail  of  the  accumulated  injuries  I  have  unce  experi- 
enced,  though  painful  to  the  recollection  and  trouUesome  m  the 
relation,  I  will  nevertheless  venture  to  give,  to  shew  your  E&ceUency 
the  justice  of  my  present  complaint.  Appointed  to  the  rank  of 
lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  first  Regiment  of  this  State,  I  delirmined. 
to  devote  my  future  life  to  the  service  of  my  injured  Country  upon 
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sny  tenns  not  disbonorable.  A  short  time  however  only  elapsed 
till  I  had  the  Bior(»fioatioB  to  «ee  officers  who  weve  then  my  inferiors 
promoted  to  a  rank  above  me ;  and  a  Resolution  of  Congress  pre- 
cluding me  from  the  possibility  of  regaining  that  rank  which  from 
my  commission  I  was  entitled  to.  I  had  no  alternative  bat  that  of 
resigning  or  submitting  to  the  indignity;  I  chose, the  former.  But 
though  constrained  to  leave  reluctantly  the  Continental  Army  my 
attachment  to  my  country  was  not  lessened  nor  my  seal  for  her 
service  in  any  degree  abated.  Honored  afterward  with  the  Com- 
mission of  Brigadier  General  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  I  continued 
toTezerctse  the  duties  of  that  office,  and  I  hope  the  Crentlemen  with 
whom  I  had  the  honor  to  serve  will  bear  witness  to  the  readiness 
and  fidelity  wherewith  I  did  my  duty  till  I  was  so  unfortunate  as  to 
become  the  captive  of  our  Enemies.  To  enlarge  upon  all  the 
distresses  and  indignities  inseparable  from  this  state  would  be 
detaining  your  Excellency  from  the  more  important  duties  of  your 
high  station ;  but  in  justice  to  myielf,  permit  me  to  say  that  after 
having  borne  with  becoming  fortitude  a  captivity  of  three  tedious 
years  of  almost  every  species  of  distiress,  I  have  seen,  by  an  express 
lUsolution  of  Congress  an  officer  who  was.  captured  but  a  few  months 
since  exchanged  in  preference. 

Judge  Sir,  what  must  be  the  feelings  of  a  man  conscious  of  having 
done  his  duty  with  alacrity,  served  his  Country  with  fidelity;  a  man 
who  has  bled  profusely  in  defence  of  her  rights  and  liberties;  who 
for  her  has  suffered  a  long  and  painful  captivity  with  patience  and 
resolution;  who  has  been  tantalised  with  flattering  prospects  of 
liberation  which  he  is  now  never  likely  to  experience;  deluded  with 
the  ill  founded  hope  of  experiencing  unsolicited  that  justice  to 
which  he  knew  himself  entitled ;  and  at  last  to  be  doomed  by  an 
aci  of  the  supreme  Legislature  of  his  Country  to  perpetual  captivity, 
to  an  endless  separation  from  his  kindred,  connections,  friends,  in 
short  from  every  blessing  that  can  render  life  supportable :  Judge  I 
say  the  feelings  attendant  on  such  h  situation,  and  suffer  me  to  hope 
that  your  Excellency  and  Council  will  in  your  wisdom  and  justice 
mfhftd  me  such  relief  as  will  most  effectually  tend  to  the  reparation 
of  the  injuries  I  suffer. 

I  am  Sir^  with  the  highest  respect  and  esteomi 
your  Excellency's 

moat  obedient  and 

very  humble  servant, 

JAMES  IRVINE, 

B,  Gen'  Penng*  Mil". 
Directed, 

His  Ex^elloDcy  Joseph  Rccd|  Esquire. 
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Wh.  Bradfokd  Ja.  Att'y  Gekii.  to  P&bs.  Bbsd,  1780. 

Plalad-,  Doo'  18, 1780. 
Sir, 

Ever  since  the  Oonncil  io  which  jou  preside  did  me  the  vdsoH- 
cited  honor  of  calling  me  to  the  post  of  Attorney  General,  I  have 
felt  myself  under  the  strongest  obligations  to  discharge  the  Datiea  of 
it  with  fidelity  and  attention.  It  is  one  of  the  first  wishes  of  my 
heart  to  do  honor  to  their  choice  and  to  serve  the  public  in  whose 
name  they  have  commissioned  me.  Influenced  by  these  feelings  and 
sensible  that  I  have  acted  agreeable  to  them,  I  was  surprised  to  hear 
that  the  Chief  bad  so  far  mistuken  my  conduct  as  to  insinuate  to  your 
.  Excellency  that  I  have  been  inattentive  to  my  dutyj  and.tho'  I  trust 
the  reflection  was  not  intended  to  injure  me,  yet  I  beg  leave  to  stale 
the  circumstances  of  the«affair  which  is  the  subject  of  his  letter:  & 
I  am  sure  the  simple  relation  will  be  a  full  justification  of  my  conduct.  "^ 

On  the  first  Day  of  the  last  Quarter  Sessions  just  before  the  Court 
met,  Mr.  Ingersol  informed  me  that  a  claim  was  to  be  argued  that 
morning  at  the  Chambers  of  the  Chief  Justice  &  requested  mj 
attendance.     I  accordingly  went;   and  while  there  was  informed 
by  Mr.  M"Kean  that  a  Habeas  Corpus  had  been  taken  out  for  Gris- 
wold  returnable  the  next  Day  at  ten  o'clock.    X  told  him  it  was  very 
unfortunate  as  I  was  obliged  to  attend  the  Sessions  at  that  hour :  aod 
proposed  that  the  prisoner  might  be  brought  up  at  nine,  at  which 
time  I  would  attend  on  the  part  of  the  State.     The  Chief  Juatioe 
had  no  objections :  and  I  undertook  to  inform  the  Sheriff  and  Mr. 
Sergeant  who  was  council  for  Griswold,  of  the  alteration.    I  did  so  : 
Mr.  Sergeant  told  me  he  should  not  attend  nor  make  any  argument 
on  the  occasion,  adding  that  he  understood  the  Chief  Justice  declined 
hearing  argument  on  such  Occasions.    The  next  morning  a  little 
before  ten  o'clock  I  waited  on  the  Chief  Justice,  being  prevented 
from  attending  earlier  by  persons  who  had  business  in  the  Sepajons, 
Late,  however  as  it  was,  neither  Sheriff',  prisoner  nor  CouneU  had 
been  there.     And  as  the  business  of  the  Court  required  my  attend- 
ance  as  soon  as  possible  I  informed  his  Honor  that  Mr.  Sergeant 
declined  attending  or  arguing  the  matter,  &  that  therefore  there 
would  be  no  occasion  for  my  attendance :  adding  that  if  there  were 
no  objections  taken  to  the  return  of  the  Sheriflf,  I  supposed  the 
prisoner  would  be  remanded.     The  Chief  Justioe  said,  he  chose  the 
matter  should  be  argued,  &  Mr.  Sergeant  must  attend,  I  replied,  it 
was  veiy  well :  when  he  attended  I  was  willing  to  meet  him :  bnt  as 
he  declined  being  there  that  morning,  I  would  go  to  the  Sessions 
where  I  was  wanted.     Upon  this  I  hastened  to  my  other  businees 
hoping  that  if  a  future  day  was  appointed  I  should  have  notice  of  it. 
But  I  never  heard  anything  more  of  the  affieiir,  untill  the  next  day 
when  I  understood  that  Griswold  was  at  large.  •  - 

♦  See  649-652,  654. 
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With  regard  to  tbe  other  Habeas  Corpus  tliat  were  taken  out,  I 
never  had  the  least  information  of  them  untill  my  return  from  Bucks 
Court.  It  was  then  too  late,  for  the  prisoners  were  admitted  to  Bail. 
This  is  a  full  and  true  state  of  the  facts  as  far  as  my  recollection 
serves  me,  &  I  hope  will  convince  jour  Excellency  &  the  Honorable 
Council  that  I  have  not  been  inattentive  to  the  Duties  of  my  office. 
With  the  greatest  respect  I  have  the  honor  to  be.  ^ 

Your  Excellencys 

Most  ob*  httm'l  Serv*. 

W-  BRADFORD,  Jun. 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency,  The  president  of  the  State. 


Seo'ey,  Matlack  to  Pbancis  Hopkinson,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  President  k  Council  have  thought  proper  to  postpone  your 
Trial  until  Thursday  morning  next  ten  o'clock  of  which  you  will 
please  to  take  notice. 

1  am  your  jnost  obedient 

humble  servant. 

T.  M.  Scc^.* 
Philada.  Dec.  18%  1780. 
Directed, 

To  Hn'ble  Francis  Hopkinson^  Esq.  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Admiralty. 


Prbs.  Rbbd  to  Wm,  Henry,  1780. 

D'Sir, 

I  received  your  Favour  by  express  &  was  obliged  to  detain  him 
till  1  had  laid  the  matter  before  the  Assembly  who  can  alond  effect 
the  cure  for  that  terrible  disease  which  pervades  all  our  departments 
&  makes  publick  Business  an  invidious  &  insupportable  Burthen 
they  have  concluded  to  remove  the  Cavalry  to  Lebanon  if  it  can  be 
done  &  send  the  Invalid  Horses  over  Susquehanna.  As  to  press 
Warrants  tbe  Law  appointing  Mr.  Wirtz  gives  him  the  Power 
required  which  ought  &  must  be  tbe  Rule  of  his  Conduot  &  in  which 
I  hope  he  will  be  fully  supported.  I  am  told  the  State  Money  will 
%e  made  a  legal  tender  but  I  very  much  doubt  whether  that  will 
extend  its  Credit — coercive  measures  will  I  fear  never  create  publick 
Confidence.  Your  Letter  has  been  read  in  the  House  but  with  what 
Effect  I  cannot  say. 

The  Troops  you  say  complain  much  of  wanting  Soap  Candles  and 

♦  See  Col.  Roc.,  Vol.  XII.,  pp.  607,  573,  574,  578,  579,  588,  584. 
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Vegetables  &  we  complain  very  much  tbat  the  People  of  Lancaster 
ft  other  Goanties  will  not  pay  their  taxes  to  enable  ns  to  procure 
them  these  articles,  are  not  both  Complaints  reasonable.  Our 
Treasury  is  at  the  lowest  possible  ebb  even  the  first  officers  of  the 
State  are  obliged  to  borrow  Money  for  their  Support  ft  this  in  the 
rich  ft  plentiful  State  of  Pennsylvania  for  such  it  is  notwithstanding 
i4k  its  Complaints.  I  am  glad  you  have  sent  a  Collector  to  Prison 
for  peculation — if  I  was  an  absolute  Prince  for  one  Minute  I  would 
employ  it  in  giving  orders  for  his  Execution.  Of  what  avail  are 
Laws  or  of  what  Consequence  is  Government  unsupported  ft  left  to 
struggle  with  every  pitiful  waste  ft  disgraoe  which  a  private  Gentleman 
^ould  shudder  at.  Do  my  good  friend  open  the  Eyes  of  thoee  about 
von  it  is  Madness  ft  Folly  of  the  most  pernicious  kind  to  go  on  thus. 
X  our  Members  dare  not  vote  for  the  only  Measure  that  will  relieve 
us  because  they  are  afraid  of  doing  their  duty,  ft  disobliging  their 
Constituents.  But  I  must  not  express  what  I  feel  or  believe,  in  due 
time  they  will  know  who  understand  ft  pursue  their  true  Interests. 
All  I  can  say  is  that  whatever  hardships  ft  Inconvenience  the 
People  of  your  County  suffer  from  the  Troops  they  must  thank 
themselves.     Li  time  I  hope  they  shall  do  better. 

I  am  Sir^  Your  Obed.  ft  very 

HbblQ  Ser. 

J.K. 

Directed, 

W.  Henry,  Esq.  Lancaster. 
Indorsed, 

December  19th,  1780.    To  W"  Henry  Esq'  of  Lancaster. 


Pbbs.  Rbbd  to  Christian  Wirtz,  1780. 

Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  12  Inst.*  was  duly  received  :  We  are  sensible 
of  the  diffioulties  you  have  to  encounter  ft  are  sorry  it  is  not  in  our 
Power  to  give  you  more  Relief.  But  it  is  the  Assembly  alone  who 
ean  do  it  effectually  it  is  their  Province  to  supply  us  with  the  Means 
of  purchases  or  other  Procurement.  We  accordingly  laid  your  letter 
first  before  the  Members  of  your  county  stating  the  consequence  to 
be  apprehended  it  was  afterwards  laid  before  the  House  ft  this 
Morning  a  Committee  met  us  in  Conference  when  it  was  concluded 
to  apply  to  the  Board  of  War  to  remove  the  Cavalry  to  Lebanon  ft 
the  Invalid  horses  over  the  Susquehanna^  but  no  Measures  are  taken 
or  I  fear  will  be  this  Session  to  supply  the  Commissioners  with  Cash 
which  will  be  more  agreeable  than  State  Money.  We  have  o61y  to 
Bay' theretore  that  you  must  strictly  follow  the  Law  under  which  yott 

*  See  pago  653. 
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SM appQiiilad&  if  thsiui  nunffimeBt  lo  MMwer  Ae  desired  end  neither 
yourself  or  the  Gouncil  can  be  blaine4  Ibr  not  doing  what  tl^y  have 
not  the  Menns  of  doing  &  if  the  People  of  the  Oonntrj  soflPer  any 
hardships  A  inconvenieneies  they  will  probably  instruet  their  Eepre- 
sentaCives  before  next  sessions  to  apply  suitable  Remedy.  The 
Disease  is  created  by  the  People  &  the  Means  of  Gore  In  their  own 
bands.  A  better  Payment  of  Taxes  will  do  much  in  snoh  case  this 
la  allways  in  their  Power. 

I  am  Sir; 

roar  Obed.  Hbble  Ser. 

J.  R. 

Christian  Wirtz^  Esq.  Commiss.  Lancaster. 
Indortcdj^ 

December  19%  1780.    To  Christian  WirU,  Esq.  Com'  of  Par- 


CoL.  Nicola's  Corrbspondbncb  kblative  to  RBCRDiriNG, 

1780. 

Gol.  Nicola  Epistolary  correspondence  relatlTe  to  Recruiting. 

No.  1, 

Philada.,  Augt.  16th,  1780, 
Sir, 

tTnder  the  Care  of  Lieuts.  Bigbam  k  Bevin  I  send  yon  48  volun- 
teers from  York  County  &  28  from  Lancaster  County,  all  armed  ; 
these  are  Men  engaged  to  Rsrve  to  15tb  January  next.  Their  En- 
listments and  Copies  I  cannot  send  not  having  rec'd  any.  Under 
the  Care  of  Will  Hennee  &  two  other  of  the  York  County  Volun- 
teers goes  Christopher  Wingle,  a  Deserter  from  Your  Line ;  he  was 
brought  from  York  Co.  by  these  three  Men  who  have  undertaken 
to  conduct  him  to  Camp  &  have  rec'd  480  dollars  reward. 

I  also  send  25  recruits  enlisted  to  serve  during  the  War,  the 
Number  should  have  been  35,  but  two  are  sick  in  Hospital,  and  I* 
have  lost  Eight  by  One  that  went  off  yesterday,  besides  the  Ezpence 
the  Public  has  been  at  I  lose  1000  dollars,  and  the  recruiting  Ser- 
jeant a  Considerable  quantity  of  Qlothes.  Lewin  Green  is  not 
strickly  within  the  recruiting  Instruction  which  limits  the  Youngest 
to  18  Years  of  Age,  and  he  is  not  quite  17,  but  as  he  is  a  promising 
Lad  I  took  him  under  the  resolve  of  Congress  which  directs  such 
to  be  taken  to  supply  the  place  of  Servants  to  Officers. 

How  far  the  7  Months  men  will  answer  the  public  Utility  I  can- 
not determine,  but  am  certain  it  has  been  very  detrimental  to  the 
recruiting  service,  &  from  every  infoxmatiun  I  can  receive  half  the 
Vol.  VII1.-29 
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Bi^eiMe  woaU  llie  Uil  Wistor  htr^  procured  as  many  Mm  to  i 
doring  the  War. 

The  Cooncil  ia  iofofned  that  aome  of  the  Beeraite  BnUitea  fay 
Capt  Andenoa  have  deserted.  Yoa  are  raqneated  to  reoeive  or 
appoint  aone  proper  person  to  receiTO  From  Gapto.  AttderMO  as 
many  half  Johamies's  in  Gold  as  he  has  lost  Men*  I  shall  gm 
Lieat  Bigham  Money  to  pay  the  reemite^  he  takes  with  him  their 
3d  Bounty,  as  soon  as  they  reach  Gamp.  Shoold  any  of  thcoi 
desert  hy  the  way  what  they  were  to  receive  mast  he  paid  to  the 
person  who  receives  Gaptn.  Johnston's  money,  whom  I  request  Yoa 
will  direct  to  send  Me  an  Account  of  what  money  he  receives.  As 
Various  Ganses  have  Occasiond  the  Becmits  to  have  different  Sums 
due  to  them,  I  inclose  an  Acct.  of  what  Each  man  is  to  rcceivey 
also  a  return  of  what  Glothing,  &c.,  Each  recruit  has  Beceivd. 
Permit  me  to  assure  you 

that  I  am  with  respect  Sir, 

Tour  most  Ohedt.  Servt., 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 
Major  Genl.  St.  Glair  or  Officer  Commanding  Penns'a  Line. 

No.  2. 

Philada.,  18th,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  favourd  with  yours  of  the  12th  Instant,  and  in  Con- 
sequence thereof  have  rec'd  Gaptn.  Beily  into  the  Invalid  Bagiait. 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  obliging  approbation  of  the  recruit- 
ing business  being  put  under  my  direction  ;  how  far  I  am  qualified 
for  the  Task,  a  most  disagreeable  &  Vexatious  one,  I  shall  not  pre- 
tend to  determine,  but  can  safely  affirm  no  one  is  more  Zealous  by 
that  and  every  Other  Means  in  my  power  to  Contribute  to  the 
advantage  of  the  Service. 

Last  Wednesday  I  sent  you,  or  rather  Intended  to  send  yon,  71 
Volunteers,  but  when  they  were  to  Embarke  6  or  7  were  Missing. 
I  also  sent  25  recruits,  but  am  sorry  to  say  that  from  the  Neclect  of 
the  Officers  into  whose  Care  they  were  Intrusted  I  fear  the  Number 
will  be  Considerably  reduced. 

It  gives  me  pain  to  personally  blame  or  Complain  of  a  Brother 
Officer,  but  Justice  to  the  service  Obliges  me  to  do  it  on  some 
Occasions. 

Last  Wednesday  about  11  o'Clock  in  the  Morning  we  got  all  the 
Men  we  could  Collect  on  board  the  Shallop.  I  returned  to  the 
Barracks  &  was  told  by  a  Temporary  Serjt.  of  the  Volunteers,  who 
had  been  left  to  collect  the  Stragglers  that  he  could  not  find  one — 
apprehended  they  had  deserted  &  Carried  off  his  Coat,  &  that  he  had 
some  reason  to  suspect  they  wore  gone  on  Shipboard.     I  sent  to  the 
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wharf  to  call  Lieut  Bigham  to  wbom  I  CommiiQicated  the  Informa- 
tion, and  desired  that  he  or  Lieut.  Bevin  should  applj  to  the  Coun* 
eil  for  a^  Order  to  search  the  Shipping  &  the  other  remain  on  board 
with  the  Men.  About  two  o'clock  One  GalliDgbani,  a  Volonteer. 
who  had  deserted  tbe  4&y  before  was  brought  to  me  &.Confind.  I 
also  reo'd  Information  that  some  of  the  Men  were  on  Shore  but 
Obliged  to  return  by  a  small  party  of  Invalids  left  on  the  wharf  for 
that  purpose,  but  no  Offie0r  had  been  near  the  Vessel,  which  had 
saild.  About  5  o'Clock  Lieut.  Btgham  rode  into  the  Barracks ;  I 
sent  for  him,  and  in  presence  of  Coll.  Pickering  EzpressM  mj  Sur- 
prise at  such  a  Neglect  of  duty,  particularly  as  there  was  not  an  old 
or  trusty  Serjeant  on  Board,  &  that  I  thought  myself  in  daty  bound 
to  inform  you  thereof;  he  said  the  vessel  was  only  gone  to  Kensiog- 
toti|  &  that  they  would  Immediately  repair  on  boai^.  I  acquainted 
Lieut  Bigham  that  Callingham  was  in  the  Guard  House;  he  desired' 
'  to  have  him  &  that  he  would  take  good  Care  of  him.  Into  whose 
custody  he  put  him  I  know  not  but  the  neii  morning  he  was  again 
brought  to  me^^  being  deteeted  in  a  houae  from  which  he  attempted 
to  Escape  b^  leaping  out  of  an  Upper  Window.  Soon  after  the  Con- 
versation with  Lieut.  Bigham  I  sent  a  Seijeant  to  Kensington  who 
reported  to  me  that  the  Vessel  was  under  sail  but  could  not  t^U 
whether  any  Officer  was  on  Board. 

I  Embrace  the  Opportunity  of  the  2d  Delaware  Regiments  going 
to  Camp  to  send  what  deserters  we  have  here.  Among  them  Cal* 
lingham  k  two  other  Volontoers  of  the  last  party  Just  brought  in, — 
also  Gkorge  Cook,  the  lUcniit  meiitM  in  my  hal;  if  he  gets  to 
Camp  His  third  half  Johannes,  which  I  shall  retain  in  my  handsi 
will  pay  half  the  Money  I  advanced  to  disengage  him  from  the 
Jersey  State  Regimt  I  also  propose  sending  a  Recruit  Returned 
from  the  Hospital  k  One  Enlisted  this  Morning,  &  three  Volonteera 
aent  me  since  the  last  party. 

I  hope  you'll  Eicuae  the  Inoorreotness  of  and  Erasures  in  this. 
Had  Moliere  been  at  my  Elbow  he  would  have  met  with  many  more 
Cauaee  of  Complaint  than  he  haa  Enumerated  io  his  Comedy  lea 
Feacheuse.  I  believe  there  has  been  a  Conspiracy  among  the  Males 
&  females  to  torment  me  since  I  sat  down  to  write. 
I  am  with  respect  Sir, 

Tour  Most  Obedt.  Servt., 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  Inv'ds. 
Major  Genl.  St.  Clair. 

P.  S.  The  Mdoey  girea  to  Lieut.  Bigham  &  what  will  be  Re- 
tamed  by  Captn.  Anderson  will  serve  to  pay  two  of  the  Recroitfl 
their  third  Bounty,  k  Cook,  as  above  mentioned,  has  not  Any  thing 
to  Receive ;  Cook  hatf  reoe'd  1  Hat,  1  Coat,  1  Jacket,  1  Shirt,  1 
pr.  Overalls,  k  1  pr.  of  Shoes. 
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No.  8- 

Philada.,  25th  Angt,  1780. 

A  receipt  has  been  brought  to  me  given  by  the  Officer  of  jour 
Guard  for  one  Andrew  Cunningham,  a  deserter  from  the  Inyalida. 
The  man  lately  belonged  to  my  Regiment,  but  found  suffioiently 
recovered  for  field  duty  was  on  the  23d  April  last  Returned  to  the 
Ist  Maryland  Regiment,  to  which  he  Originally  bebneed,  &  from 
which  I  presume  he  deserted  &  Enlisted  either  into  the  2d  Delaware 
Regim't  or  a  Substitute  in  the  Militia.  As  the  man  is  fit  for  service 
I  beg  he  may  be  taken  care  of  &  sent  to  the  Army  by  the  first  safe 
Opportunity ;  &  as  it  is  proper  bis  History  should  be  known,  I  re- 
quest your  sending  this  letter  to  Colo.  Soammel,  Adjut..Genl.  la 
our  Muster  Rolls  he  is  marked  enlisted  during  the  war* 
I  am  Sir, 

your  most  Obedt  Servt., 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Colo.  Inv'ds. 

In  Consequence  of  Directions  from  the  Vice  President  for  the 
State  I  send  you  by  the  Bearer  two  Recruits  and  two  Volonteers 
for  the  Pennsyl.  Line,  which  he  desires  may  be  taken  care  of  &  sent 
to  Camp  by  the  first  safe  Opportunity. 

To  the  GomnaaikdiBg  Oficer  at  Trenton. 


No.  4. 

Sir, 

I  take  the  opportunity  of  a  Corporal  of  Invalids  going  to  Trenton 
to  send  two  Recnruits  &  two  Volonteers  address'd  to  the  oare  of  the 
Officer  commanding  there  witb  a  request  he  would  forward  them  to 
Gamp  by  the  first  Opportunity. 

I  am  at  a  loss  how. to  remit  to  you  L.  C.  hard  Money  for  the  last 
part  of  the  Bounty  due  the  Recruits.  If  you  cin  pay  cash  of  them 
a  half  Johannes  or  an  Equivalent  in  paper  a  75  for  one  I  shall  send 
it  to  you  by  the  first  Opportunity. 

Permft  me  to  assure 
you  that  I  am  Sir, 

your  most  obedt.  Servi| 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  CoL  Invds. 
Philada.,  25th  Augt.^  1780. 

Major  Qenl.  St.  Clair  or  the  Commanding  Officer  fai  the  Pennsa. 
Line  in  Camp. 


PSirNSTLYAKIA  AKGHITES  1780.  678 

No.  5. 

Philad.,  27th  Augt,  1780. 

I  have  sent  a  Becnuting  party  nnder  the  direction  of  Serjeant 
Bichard  Morthwait  to  Lancaster  &  the  neighboarhood,  &  request 
the  favour  of  year  Assistance.  I  am  informed  a  Cutter  is  arrived 
at  Boston  from  the  2d  Division  of  the  French  Fleets  which  it  left 
off  Bermudas;  if  so  We  should  use  our  utmost  endeavours  to 
strengthen  our  Army.  Possibly  some  part  of  your  Barracks  will 
be  convenient  to  lodge  the  party  and  recruitSy  if  so  I  request  your 
proouring  it.  I  have  given  the  Setjeant  Money  to  raise  7  Recruits. 
Should  he  be  successful  k  likely  to  procure  more  I  beg  you'll  assist 
him  with,  money  which  I  will  repay  you  if  possible  by  an  order  on 
your  Treasurer,  or  hi  such  other  manner  as  will  be  most  agreeable 
to  you.  When  the  Public  Service  requires  Tour  Endeavours  I  am 
perswaded  Appoligies  for  trouble  are  needless,  but  beg  leave  to 
assure  You  that 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  moBk  Obedt.  Servt., 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Colo.  laVdi. 

To  Colo.  Atlee. 

No.  6. 

FhSada.,  29th  Augt,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  hope  the  Recruits  sent  to  you  the  15th  Inst,  under  the  Care  of 
Lieut.  Bigham  are  safe  arrived.  Also  three  sent  the  1 8th  under 
the  Care  of  the  new  Delaware  Regiment.  Since  that  I  have  sent 
two  more  by  one  of  my  Corporals  i^dressed  to  the  care  of  the  Officer 
Commanding  at  Trenton,  &  to  day  propose  sendingloff  4  more. 
This  mode  of  Conveyance  does  not  well  ^ease  me,  but  I  cannot 
devise  a  better,  &  Keeping  recruits  here  is  very  dangerous  as  they 
have  so  many  temptations  &  Opportunity s  to  desert;  last  weeic 
Eight  of  the  Invalids  Regiment  went  off,  &  those  that  we  thus  lose 
are  Oenerally  the  most  Serviceable.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you 
will  desire  one  of  your  Aids  to  give  me  notice  of  the  Arrival  of 
Henry  Stephens  &  GecMge  Cook.  Each  of  the  two  men  last  sent, 
and  the  four  that  are  to  go  to  day  is  to  receive  a  half  Johannes  or 
its  equivalent  in  papr.  money  as  soon  as  he  Joins  the  army.  I  am 
at  loss  how  to  send  money  for  this  purpose.  I  consulted  the  Vice 
presidt.  yesterday,  who  desired  I  would  request  of  you  to  get  the 
men  paid  if  money  can  be  procured  in  Camp,  and  that  by  the  first 
aafc  Opportunity  money  shall  be  sent  to  defray  these  k  future  de- 
mands of  ftM  same  aatuM^    OolonL  Piekering  talks  of  going  soon 
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to  Camp,  bj  him  I  will  send  monej  if  I  do  not  meet  with  a  apeedier 
eoDvejance. 

Besides  the  party  Beenutiiig  I  have  sent  another  to  Lancaater, 
where  Gotooel  Atlee  informs  me  some  good  reemito  may  be  had, 
and  has  promised  his  assistance.  I  have  in  a  former  letter  menlioii'd 
the  diffiimlty  I  labour  under  io  regard  of  sending  reemits  to  Camp ; 
1  am  now  obliged  to  do  it  through  the  Channell  of  the  Militia  at 
Trenton — shoald  thej  march  I  shall  be  utterly  at  a  loes;  must 
therefore  request  jour  advice  &  aasistanoe,  &  that  you  will  permit 
to  assure  you  that 

I  am  Sir, 

yovr  moat  obodL  Servt.| 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  Invda. 

To  Majr.  Oenl.  Bt  Clair  or  Officer  Commanding  the  Paaaajlv'a 
Line. 


No-  7. 
Phfladelp*,  August  the  29th,  1780. 

I  send  yf  Beater,  8eijt.  Job  of  tiie  Invalid  reg't,  4  Beennta  for 
the  Pennsa.  Line  which  I  am  under  the  Necessity  of  noommen^ng 
to  your  care,  &  Bequesting  you  will  forward  them  to  camp  by  tlM 
first  safe  opportunity — slso  a  Letter  for  GeuL  8t.  Clair  which  it  is 
necessary  he  should  receive  with  leeruits. 
lamSir 

Your  most  Obedt,  Servl, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  ColoL  Invds. 
To  The  Officer  Gommand'g  Pennsylva'a  Militia,  Trenton* 

No.  8. 

Sir, 

This  will  be  delivered  to  you  with  4  Recruits  whoss  Enlistments 
are  Enclosed,  &  a  return  of  what  ^necessaries  I  could  prooore  £or 
them. 

I  am  with  respect  Sir, 

Your  most  Obedt  Servt, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  Inv'da. 
Maj.  Cknl.  St»  Cfaur  or  Offic'r  Command^g  Penns/a  line. 

P.  8.  I  have  Wrote  a  Long  letter  to  you  by  this  days  poal 
mkuik  probably  jou  wiU  raesive  bafoce  this  reaehes  Camp. 
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No.  9, 

Oftmp  near  the  New  Btige,  Sepr.  6th,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Receipt  of  several  of  your  lett'rs  to  acknowledge  which 
should  not  have  been  so  long  delaj'd  if  I  had  not  been  ill  of  a 
fever,  which  indeed  has  prevented  my  taking  notice  as  yet  of  your 
Complaint  against  Lieut't  Bighami  which  I  am  the  more  sarprized 
at  as  I  have  ever  found  him  remarkably  attentive — more  so  than 
most  Officers  of  his  station.  What  yon  mention  is  however  a  very 
extraordinary  Deviation  from  Duty,  and  shall  not  be  passed  over 
without  Censure  at  Least   - 

Capt.  Henderson  has  paid  me  no  money  nor  indeed  have  I  asked 
hjm  for  any  as  you  have  not  mentioned  on  what  Acct.  he  was  to 
pay  it^  neither  has  Lieut' t  Bigham  said  a  single  Word  to  me  about 
money. 

Two  only  qf  the  three  Men  you  mention  to  have  sent  by  the  De- 
laware Regiment  have  arrived ;  four  others  Since,  which  are  I  sup- 
pose the  four  alluded  to  in  your  favour  of  the  29th.  What  may 
have  become  of  the  two  sent  to  the  care  of  the  Militia  Officer  at 
Trenton  I  know  not.  Stephens  &  Cook  arrived  and  onoe  both 
deserted. 

The  sending  on  the  Recruits  through  the  Militia  is  by  no  means 
a  good  mode,  but  the  wretched  stale  of  our  Money  makes  it  difficult 
to  point  out  a  better^  as  officers,  though  it  is  undoubtedly  a  part  of* 
their  Duty,  cannot  be  employed  to  bring  them  up  without  having 
their  Expences  borne,  and  the  Ezpence  would  be  very  heavy  if  they 
were  sent  with  every  small  party  it  may  be  necessary  to  send  away 
from  Philadelp*,  which  is  certainly  a  very  bad  place  for  them  to  be 
detained  in  as  they  are  there  exposed  to  every  Species  of  Vice  & 
Seduction. 

I  should  think  it  the  best  way  to  commit  them  to  Goal  untill  a 
Sufficient  number  are  collected  which  might  be  brought  up  to  the 
army  under  the  Care  of  an  Officer  and  a  proper  party,  which  would 
always  be  sent  on  application  unless  we  should  be  in  such  a  situation 
to  expect  the  Enemy. 

At  present  it  is  not  possible  to  procure  Money  to  pay  of  either 
the  Recruits  that  are  arrived  or  those  that  may  arrive,  as  there  is 
not  a  Shilling  in  the  Treasury.     If  any  Payments  are  to  be  made 
here  it  will  be  therefore  necessary  that  money  be  sent  up. 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  very  Humble  servt., 

AR.  ST.  CLAIR. 

To  Col.  Nicola. 
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No.  10. 

Pkiladelp^^  Sepr.  9ih,  1780. 

Sir, 

In  ezpectaUon  of  dispatching  Oapt.  McElhaUon  this  daj  with  a 
party  of  Pennsy  Wa  Volunteera — the  tiumbers  I  cannot  yet  ucertain 
as  some  came  in  last  night  but  no  report  has  yet  been  made  thereof 
— &  11  recruits  I  sit  down  to  write,  but  am  donbtful  whether  I  can 
accomplish  my  intention  as  the  Capt.  Cannot  Stir  'till  he  gets 
money  from  the  Board  of  War  to  bear  his  Expencea — A  matter  of 
difficulty. 

In  hopes  of  Golonl.  I^ckerings  going  immediately  to  Camp  I  last 
week  gave  him  6  thousand  dollars  to  be  paid  to  you,  but  as  I  find 
his  departure  uncertain,  I  will  endeavonr  to  get  the  money  ft  aend 
it  by  Capt.  McElhatton  with  four  thousand  more. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  by  Capt.  McElhatton  whether  all  Ae 
recruits  I  sent  have  got  safe  to  camp,  particularly  Geo.  Cook,  by 
whom  I  shall  loose  600  dollars  if  he  does  not,  also  William  Stephens 
for  whom  I  have  Engaged  to  pay  his  third  Bounty  to  keep  him  out 
of  Goal.    I  have  also  retained  Ludwick  Pools  bounty  for  same  aoct. 

Francis  Hickman,  one  of  the  Pennsylv^  Voluntiers  who  deserted, 
was  lately  brought  to  me;  he  offered  to  enlist  for  the  War  in  case 
'  he  was  pardoned,  which,  by  direction  of  y*  Vice  president,  I  pro- 
mised, ft  he  has  according  enlisted.  Also  Robert  Story  who  for- 
merly belonged  to  Capt.  Gorans  Comp'y  of  Artificers  bnt  found 
guilty  of  shooting  a  man  when  Sentry,  likewise  pardoned. 

Colo.  Palfrey  having  informed  me  that  when  we  are  to  he  paid 
in  the  new  money  the  Interest  due  thereon  was  to  be  reckoned  as 
part  of  the  sum  to  be  received;  this  was  at  the  Treasnry  Board 
when  the  many  Inconveniencies  attend'g  it  immediately  struck  me, 
ft  I  represented  the  impossibility  the  paymasters  wonld  be  under  to 
Settle  with  the  men,  as  the  Interest  of  a  Dollar  is  but  a  farthing  ft 
a  Fraction  a  month,  some  farthings  would  be  the  stoppage  to  be 
made  from  a  soldiers  Of  dollars,  but  besides  the  trouble  we  have  no 
money  small  enough  to  settle  such  stoppages,  nor  could  the  men 
recover  the  loss  from  the  persons  they  laid  out  their  money  with, 
but  found  the  Treasury  board  either  would  or  could  not  determine 
the  point.  I  intended  to  give  you  notice  of  this  that  the  OfBoers 
might  take  some  steps  to  remedy  the  inconvenience,  but  oonsiderinff 
that  it  is  often  easier  to  prevent  a  determination  than  get  it  altered 
when  once  taken  I  sent  a  memorial  to  Congress  on  the  Subject. 

One  of  the  Recruits  sent  appears  to  me  older  than  what  is  allowed 
by  the  recruiting  instructions,  tho  he  says  he  is  but  41  years.  The 
Serjeant  says  the  people  of  Lancaster  assured  him  the  man  is  not  as 
old  as  he  appears,  ft  that  he  marched  37  miles  in  one  day  better 
than  most  of  the  men.  Had  I  been  on  the  spot  I  would  not  have 
taken  him,  hot  as  most  of  the  ezpence  was  ahready  pud  I  think  it 
best  to  keep  him. 
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ladoted  I  sand  the  MilistmcBta  and  velaniB  of  neoMMOMfl  Mceiv'd 
by  the  mtBi  &  jrhat  bonnty  each  man  is  to  receive. 

I  am  just  informed  with  yours  of  the  5th  and  extremely  sorry  to 
learn  that  yoa  have  been  nnwelly  but  hope  you  have  thoroughly  got 
.the  better  of  year  fever.  It  was  with  much  relnetanee  I  mentioned 
any  thing  of  Lt.  Bigham's  afiair,  bat  being  very  apprehensive  that 
•OBM  of  the  men  wookL  take  the  opportunity  to  desert,  thought  I 
oonid  not  with  propriety  avoid  it. 

By  the  leoruiting  Instructions  every  man  Enlisted  is  to  receive 
two  half  Johannes,  or  the  value  in  paper  money  here,  and  a  third 
when  ho  joins  your  Line. 

The  presedent  and  Council  conceiving  the  acc'ts  would  be  easier 
to  Settle  if  kept  by  one  person,  directed  I  should  supply  Gapt.  Hen- 
denon  with  the  necessary  money  for  his  recruits  when  he  set  off. 
I  gave  him  three  half  Johannes  to  pay  three  men  he  inlisted  when 
ihey  arrived  at  Oamp ;  the  Council  informed  that  at  least  one  of 
them  had  deserted,  directed  that  the  money  not  paid  on  aoconnt  of 
the  leemita  not  reaching  Camp  should  revert  to  the  recruiting  fund, 
and  for  that  purpose  should  be  paid  to  you  or  such  person  as  yo« 
should  appoint  to  receive  it,  &  the  same  Regulation  to  take  place  in 
regard  to  other  imb  &  monies  sent  to  camp.  When  Lt  Bigham 
took  Charge  of  the  reeruits  sent  under  his  care  I  gave  14048  dollan 
to  be  paid  to  yon  or  order  for  the  purpose  of  paying  eaeh  mans 
additional  Bounty,  &  as  for  various  reasons  the  sums  were  not  the 
same  to  all,  I  inclosed,  if  I  mistake  not,  an  aco'fc  what  Eaeh  man 
was  to  receive ;  but  least  I  should  have  Omitted  it  I  send  a  Copy, 
&  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you'll  desire  the  person  to  whom  you 
commit  the  receipt  and  payment  of  these  monies  to  send  me  an 
aeoount  of -such  Men  as  may  desert  before  they  receive  their  8d 
bonnty,  otherwise  I  shall  not  have  it  in  my  power  to  settle  the  Gknl. 
Acct  Capt.  MoBlhatton  carries  Ten  thousand  Dollars  for  thai  use 
to  be  paid  you  or  order. 

I  did  not  mueh  approve  of  sending  the  recruits  I  raised  through 
the  Channell  of  the  Militia,  but  having  no  Other  was  Obliged  t# 
embraoe  ity  &  am  at  a  loss  how  I  shall  forward  such  as  I  raise  in 
future.  I  now  send  84  Volunteers  and  16  Recruits,  Yist.,— 11 
nentiDned  in  the  beginniBg  of  this  Letter,  4  Raised  yesterday,  4 
one  returned  from  the  Hospit'l.  Hickman  &  Story  have  both  de^- 
sorted.  Colol.  Humpton  informs  me  the  latter  was  a  Deserter  from 
has  Regiment. 

1  fear  this  epistle  will  tire  your  patience,  therefore  shall  only  add 
thai 

I  am  with  respect  Sir, 

Your  most  Obedt.  Servt., 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  Inv'ds. 

Sunday  Morning. 

P.  S.  A  member  I  met  at  the  Coffee  House  last  night  told  me 
that  Congress  referred  my  memorial  to  a  Committee  whose  report 

29* 
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was  80  ftiToavftbU  tksi  a  tmoI'Tb  wm  Bitd«  th«l  m  Iniefeai  aMoId 
be  charged  on  Monies  paid  to  tiie  Armj  ^till  further  orofer  of 
Congress. 

M  I  foresaw  no  nioney  oonld  be  prooored  from  y  Board  of  Wa^, 
only  a  Warrant  on  the  pay  mas'r  GtenL,  whose  Goffers  are  enpty, 
being  anxious  to  get  the  men  off  I  procured  2000  Dollars  from  tbe 
Treasurer  of  this  Oitj.  The  nuui'r  of  Reomits  having  encreaaed  I 
send  you  2000  dollrs.  more. 

Majr.  Genl.  St.  Clair  or  Officer  Commandg.  penna.  Line. 

No.   11. 

Philadelp'a,  26th  Sepr.,  178»« 
Bit, 

I  am  informed  by  Capt.  McElhatton  that  I  omitted  mentioii'g  m 
my  last  to  you  that  I  had  sent  2000  dollars  additional  to  the  10,009 
mentioned  before  this  augmentation  of  the  sum  I  thought  raqniaite 
as  I  sent  more  recruits  than  I  at  first  expected.  . 

I  was  much  surprised  to  find  so  &W  of  the  reoruite  had  arrired  at 
Oamp.  The  Captain  informs  me  two  fell  sick,  but  on  his  return  be 
met  them  proceeding  in  the  baggage  Waggons  belonging  to  Colonel 
ii'iokering,  who  had  been  so  obliging  as  to  grant  them  permission  as 
the  party  that  went  out  with  the  B^niits  were  so  strong  I  had  not 
the  least  doubt  of  their  getting  safe. 

.  Desertion  appears  to  me  to  be  now  a  kind  of  Trade  mneh  Sn- 
eouraged  I  believe  by  the  great  linity  shown  nnmbers  of  them  who 
richly  deserve  to  suffer  the  severity  of  the  Law. 

The  Invalid  Regiment  lies  so  conveniently  beve  for  PrivsteeM 
thai  we  loose  a  surprising  number. 

I  send  under  the  care  of  Serjt.  Anderson  of  tbe  8d  P«insylva. 
four  Recruits,  Yizt.,  Michl.  Loughery,  formerly  a  Seijt.  in  tbe  first 
when  be  inlisted.  I  promised  I  would  request  of  yon  to  return  him 
So  his  former  Regt,  whieh  I  shall  be  much  Ob%ed  to  yoo  for  if 
not  inconsistant  with  your  plan  of  distribution.  The  other  three 
are  bop  whom  I  Enlisted  at  the  desire  of  Colonl.  Harmer  who  told 
me  your  line  was  in  great  want  of  musidL;  of  these  Gtolden  &  OH* 
ver  appear  to  be  apprentices  who  have  been  claimed  by  tbeir  Masters 
bat  they  have  given  liiem  up  on  tbe  terms  prescribed  by  the  act  of 
assembly,  (Vizt.,)  receiving  their  bounty  and  pay  during  t)ie  tisse 
of  their  Servitude  unexpired,  which  is  4  years  for  Gol£n  and  Si 
for  Oliver.  I  mast  therefore  request  you  will  order  their  respeotive 
paymast'rs  to  retain  their  pays.  Only  Loughrey  and  Campbell  are 
to  receive  their  3d  Bounties. 

Capt.  McElhatton  told  me  that  you  had  assured  him  the  2nd 
french  fleet  was  arrived,  an  event  which  I  hope  will  prove  of  much 
beneficial  Consequence  to  ns,  but  of  whioh  no  official  aeoount  was 
hat  night  received  by  Congress. 


mmnsnYAMUL  abobitxb  net.        en 

I«oo#«aly  nfsh  ym  tn  Mttpla  kanml  of  Liudft  aid  liMiie  jos 
tiiat 

I  am  8bj 

Tour  most  H'ble  Seirt., 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col  InVda. 

..  InclQ6«td  I  send  the  InliBtment  of  John  Clark,  a  7  months  man 
who  deserted.  Hickman  is  with  Clark  in  the  new  Goal  and  Cost 
B£  hard  money  to  the  State,  money  I  believe  thrown  away,  as  t 
,donbt  mnch  that  either  of  them  will  ever  do*  the  public  three  penny- 
worth of  Service  as  Soldiers. 

'  I  have  detained  Loughrey  on  acct.  of  his  speaking  German,  t 
beinff  acquainted  in  Lancaster  County,  to  assist  my  Serjeant;  he 
lias  behaved  very  well. 

.    Majr.  GenL  St.  Gbur  or  Offieer  Command'g  Pennsy'a  Line. 

No,  12- 

Philadelp'a,  6th  Octo'r,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  send  you  by  Seijt.  Murthwaite  of  the  Invalid  Regt.  seven  Re- 
cruits which  I  natter  myself  will  all  arrive  safe  as  the  Serjt.  is  a  very 
smart  active  man,  and  will  be  careful  not  to  lose  any  enlisted  by 
him.  I  am  informed  a  deserter  is  Ooutoed  in  TreHton  G^  Uurt  ia 
supposed  to  be  one  of  my  Beoruits.  I  have  directed  Murthwait  to 
enquire  for  him  and  if  he  is  and  he  thinks  he  can  safely  conduct 
him  to  take  him  to  camp.  Inclosed  are  the  muster  roil  and  a 
return  of  necessaries  drawn. 

Permit  me  to  Congratulate  you  om  our  late  providential  Escape, 
&  to  assure  you  that 

I  am  witb  Reepeet  Sif  , 

Your  Most  Obedt.  Servant, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  Inv'ds. 
.    ytjf.  Qenl.  St,  Gkur  er  Ofioer  Commaad^g  pemty'a  Luae. 


No.  18. 

Philadelp'a,  27th  Now.,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  Bearer  Serjt.  Murthwait  has  under  his  care  7  Recmlttf  which 
I  hope  he  wUl  deliver  safe  in  Camp.  I  should  Jiave  sent  them 
•ooaet  bnt  waited  for  an  opertunity  to  send  for  a  supply  of  money 
to  pay  Am  8d  Bcmniv,  but  have  not  found  one  Since  I  reeeived 
the  nM>ney  from  Ibe  maanrer,  nor  am  I  oertain  of  it  now,  having 
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only  OoM/HamptoM  Imfbrarfttfeii  tbat  G^IodI.  HarmMr  ww  to 
return  to  camp  y  beginiog  of  this  week.  I  wrote  to  the  Colool.  oil 
Saturday.  I  have  since  sent  several  timed  but  received  no  other 
information  but  that  he  has  not  been  at  bis  Lodgings  since  nor 
could  his  Servt.  give  any  Notice  where  his  Master  was  gone.  In 
expectation  of*  4iis  setting  oat  or  that  some  other  oportonity  will 
offer  in  time,  I  send  the  men. 

Among  the  Enlistments  yon  will  find  one  for  James  Fisher,  ft  7 
months  man  who  never  joined  the  Army ;  he  was  brought  to  ■!• 
with  other  deserters  and  Enlisted  to  serve  daring  the  War.  There 
are  upwards  of  Twenty  deserters  from  yoor  army  in  Goal,  most  of 
(hem  from  the  pepnsylva.  Line.  I  would  willingly  send  them  to 
Camp  but  cannot  meet  with  any  proper  escort  going  to  camp. 

When  I  got  thus  far  I  reed,  a  fetter  from  Colbnl.  Harmer  inform* 
ing  me  he  would  not  set  out  this  Week ;  I  shall  therefore  look  oat 
for  an  Barlier  Opertanity.  An  acot  haa  also  been  brongfai  to  me 
that  Adam  Hamilton,  one  of  my  Jftecraits,  has  been  arrested  by  the 
Sheriff  for  a  debt  real  or  pretended,  J^ut  I  hope  to  get  him  againy 
for  which  purpose  I  keep  his  Enlistmt 

Femnt  me  to  assure  yon 
I  am  with  respect  Sir, 

Toor  most  Obedt  Servt., 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  Inv'da. 

Major  Oenl.  St.  Clair  or  Officer  Oommand'g  pennaylva.  Line. 


*'     No.  14.  • 

Hoant  Eemble,  Deer.  lOA,  1T80. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  two  Letters  from  yon  addressed  to  Oenl  .St^  Clair 
or  officer  commaodin^  the  pennsylva.  Une  the  laat  dated  the  29th, 
Ultimo,  mentioning  Ten  thoneand  Dollars  to  pay  the  Sd,  Boonty  to 
tbd  Recruits,  but  as  you  did  not  say  what  that  bounty  is,  or  who 
those  are  to  whom  it  is  delivd.,  I  ahall  not  Isane  any  put  of  it| 
nntill  I  hear  further  from  yon  on  this  Subject. 

Several  of  the  first  recruits  yrm  sent  to  Camp  in  the  Saamer 
complain  that  they  have  not  receiVd  their  full  bounty. 

I  am  next  to  inform  yon  that  two  of  the  last  Reoraiti  nnder  the 
Conduct  of  Serjt  Murthwaife  deserted  on  their  way  to  Camp,  and 
three  more  the  same  evening,  they  arrived,  all  belonging  to  Ibo 
Convention  Troops. 

I  have  Suspicion  of  yonr  Seijt.  he  certainly  Imposea  upon  the. 
Country  by  Inliating  Brittish  deaetn.  who  remain  only  a  few  daya 
In  Camp  with  a  view  to  Debaooh  oar  SoldierB,  and  then  fifeol 
their  escape  to  ye  Saemy.  bad  the  money  appropriated  to.  ikm 
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.JSkivioe  in  Pbihddplm  Uen  TnipwnitteJ  to  the  army  we  oenld 
have  Secured  a  Copsiderabla  number  of  sood  Soldiers,  among  the 
Seven  months  men,  howevr.  it  is  now  too  late  to  Correct  the£rror| 
as  a  fear  dajs  wilJ  pu^a  period  to  their  term  of  Service. 
I  am  Sir,  vour  most  Obedt. 

h  very  Humble  Servt 

ANTT.  WAYNE. 
Oolol.  Nicola. 


No.  15. 

Phikda.  16  Deer.  1780. 
Sir, 

I  take  the  opportunity  of  Gorpl.  Smith,  of  the  10th,  going  to 
•Camp  to  send  yon  two  recrniUi  which  I  hope  will  arrive  safe  &  a 
return  of  the  neoessaries  they  received  here  are  inclosed.  The  29tli, 
last  month  I  gave  Lt.  Wigton  10,  000  dollars  to  be  paid,  to  Genl. 
fit.  Clair  to  pay  the  8d«  Bounty  to  recruits  sent  to  Camp  which  I 
suppose  he  has  paid  to  you. 

Three  of  the  last  reeroits  sent  to  camp  found  their  way  here  as 
aeon  as  the  party  that  conducted  them,  they  were  all  Goal  Birds 
taken  out  by  ordr.  of  Coundi,  they  are  all  in  the  new  Goal  k  shall 
go  back  safe  if  Iron  can  secure  them,  if  they  have  not  already 
received  their  bounty  I  beg  they  may  not,  as  a  half  Johannes  has 
been  paid  for  apprehending  each.  I  have  such  reliance  on  your 
equity  that  I  make  no  doubt  of  their  being  properly  rewarded. 
Permit  me  to  assure  you,  that  I  am  with  respect, 
Tr.  mo8tX)bedt.  Servt. 

LEWIS  NICOLA  Col.  Ind. 
To  Genl.  Wayne,  or  officer  commanding  Pennsylv.  Gamp. 

No.  16. 

Philadelphia  Decemr.  19th,  1780. 

Tour  favour  of  the  10th  Currt.  I  received  yestorday  Informing 
itfs  d  the  Rect  of  10,  000  Dollars  but  that  you  were  uninformed 
how  it  shottd  be  applied,  having  giving  all  requisit  information  on 
thai  head  in  a  former  letter  to  Genl.  St.  Clair.  I  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  repeat  it. 

Every  recruit  is  entitled  to  8  half  Johannes  or  an  Equivalent  in 
paper  money,  the  last  of  which  is  not  to  be  paid  till  tho  man  goes 
to  Camp,  which  bounty  I  request  you  will  order  to  be  paid  to  the 
Beomits  not  yet  paid,  that  they  shoud.  not  have  any  just  Cause  of 
Complaint,  I  hate  at  different  times  sent  36, 0^8  dollars  for  this 
porpose^ 

Seijt.  Mturthwait  informed  me  on  his  return  that  one  man  deserted 
bom  him  on  the  march,  you  mention  two.    I  have  again  examined 

# 
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&  be  ilill  penistfl  in  baling  lost  only  one  mud  tlmt  be-deHvaned  tfce 
others  to  the  officers  appointed  by  you  to  reoeive  thett,  an  to  Hm 
'  three  yon  mention  to  ha\*e  deserted  the  OYening  they  reached  camp, 
I  have  wrote  to  you  about  them  in  my  letter  of  the  l€Cb,  Iiifll. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  the  Compbiittts  agamiit  the  Seijeant,  whose 
behaviour  for  near  three  years  in  the  Regiment  has  never  given  any 
of  his  officers  the  least  cause  of  Suspicion. 

I  have  employed  bini  in  the  Recruiting  Servioei  beeanse  <m  tfyal 
I  found  him  the  most  eapable  of  any  of  the  Serjeants  in  the  Invalid 
Begimt  I  shou'd  be  glad  to  know  what  foundation  there  is  for  the 
Charge  that  may  be  brought  to  Tryal  if  cupable. 

In  answer  to  the  last  paragraph  of  you»  letter,  I  ean  only  inform 
you  that  I  was  Ignorant  of  the  Scheme  to  recruit  till  sent  for  hy 
oounoil  &  inform^  thereof  ft  received  my  orders  A  Instruottons* 

Unwilling  to  lie  under  the  least  imputation  thai  etn  iJbot  my 
Character  as  an  officer  or  a  Gentlemen,  I  hare  applied  lor  aft 
enquirey  into  my  Conduct  in  the  recruiting  Service,  and  ye,  Goumeil 
have  appointed  this  evening  for  that  purpose  when  Genl.  St  Clair 
has  promised  to  attend,  I  requested  the  same  furour  of  O^cbI. 
Harmer,  ft  that  he  won'd  produce  Colonl  Butlers  letter  containing 
pointed  charges  4mt  he  has  declined  both  as  the  letter  "was  a  private 
one,  ft  he  had  no  authority  to  produce  it  on  a  pubKc  Examinadoe. 

I  hope  you  will  receive  a  Supply  of  hard  money  to  indnoe  the  7 
months  men  to  Enlist,  as  Mr.  Joseph  Dean  informed  me  last  night 
that  600  had  been  already  Subscribed  for  thai  purpose. 
Permit  me  to  assure  you,  that  I  am  with, 

respect,  Sir,  your  most  obedt  Servt. 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  Ind. 

To  Genl.  Wune  at  the  Head  Qrs.  of  the  pennsyla.  Line. 


Pres.  Rbbd  to  G«h,  Washington,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  lleceipt  of  your  Kzcell'^  Favour  of  Ae 
Inst,  appointing  the  Places  of  Deposit  for  the  spedfick  Artielei 
required  by  Congress.  Some  Difficnlties  have  arisen  with  Reepeet  te 
Wyoming  which  the  Inhabitants  of  this  State  do  not  consider  as  of 
Continental  Importance  but  only  as  holding  a  Possession  for  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  in  Consequence  they  think  it  hard  to  snpnhr  il 
ftom  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  Besides  which  there  are  Complamle 
of  Abuses  in  entering  the  Settlers  as  Soldiers  ft  drawing  Rations— 
every  Officer  ft  Soldier  under  Col.  Bntler  from  Oonneetlont  h  a 
Landholder  under  the  Connecticut  Claim  it  was  therefore  propose4 
that  Connecticut  should  support  it  as  a  State  Post,  or  in  Caae  that 
State  declined  it  Pennsylvania  should  take  it  up  without  any  Oberga 
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'to  tte  UDififtd  States— ^Bepresentatidiis  ynm  m^e  to  Oongresi  ft  tlte 
iDoJosed  Resolve  has  passed  in  ConseqfaeDoe  of  wfaieb  we  wait  year 
Bxcell'"  Determination  to  make  ^he  Arrangements  for  the  ensniD|^ 
Season. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  Be 

;oar  Exoelljs  Obed.  Hbble  Servt'*' 

^MlOf*S0tf| 

Deo.  19, 1780.  ^ 

Directed^ 
His  Exoellenoy  Oen.  WashingtoD. 


Pres.  Reed  to  Saml.  Rba,  1780. 

Sir, 

Yonr  Letter  of  the  8th  Inst.-]-  is  before  me  &  in  Answer  aeqnaint 
you  that  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Goaaoil  the  Season  of  the  Tear  will 
now  afford  a  sufficient  Protection  to  the  Frontiers— you  will  there- 
fore call  on  the  Militia,  collect  the  Fines,  &  make  Return  of  the 
Monies  agreeable  to  Law,  so  that  those  who  have  turned  out  may  be 
paid.  You  did  quite  right  in  lessening  the  Numbers  &  Council  very 
much  approve  your  dismissing  the  Men  from  the  three  Battalions. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  Hbble  Serv. 

J.  R. 
Indorsed^ 

Deo.  19th,  1780. 
Dheded^ 

Col.  Saml.  Rea,  Lieut  of  Northampton  County. 


John  Van  Cahpbn  to  Pres.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Easton,  December  19th,  1780. 
Respective  Sir, 

I  have  the  Pleasure  to  Inform  your  Ezceleney  this  day  Nicholas 
Depui,  Esq',  has  taken  his  seat  as  President  of  the  Court  of  General 
Quarter  Sessions  agreeable  to  his  Commission.  It  seems  to  be  agree- 
able to  all  the  Magistrates  and  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Law,  more  so 
to  the  People  at  Large. 
'   I  think  it  my  duty  to  Communicate  to  your  Ezellency  the  Alarm 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Tol.  XII.,  p  674. 
t  See  page  640. 
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of  AQOowMelieat  Oeiitltiii«a  in  Poawmiapttt  Wjoniiii^  Jm  Bqpiid 

to  jonr  Exeleocj  ordering  to  stop  the  aendbg  of  Floor. 

After  holdiB^  a  Consultatioii  by  tkoflo  Gentlemen  on  the  Subject, 
thej  have  sent  six  of  their  Principal  men  to  the  state  of  ConnecticBt 
to  Lajrtheir  case  before  the  Governor  &  Coancil  and  Demand  Pro- 
tection. I  Expect  it  will  be  in  my  Power  to  Inform  Conncill  of  the 
Saooeee  and  the  Enooaragement  they  Obtain  from  the  state  of  0»- 
neeticut  when  I  come  down ;  which  I  expect  will  be  the  Seooad  ^ 
January. 

I  nave  the  Hononr  Sir  to  be 

your  Exelenoys  most  Obed^ 

Humble  ServS 
JOHN  V.  CAMPKN.* 
Dtreeiedf 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  President  of  the  State  of  P< 
sylvania. 


BbSOLUTION  of  AsSRMBLTy   ITSO. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly. 

Monday,  20th  December,  1780. 
On  motion  made  &  seconded. 

Resolved,  That  the  honourable  Thomas  McKean,  Esquire,  Chief 
Justice  of  this  Commonwealth,  be  and  he  hereby  is  permitted  to 
occupy  and  possess  the  House  and  Lots,  with  the  appurtenances, 
late  the  Property  of  the  Rev'  Jacob  Ducbe,  the  younger;  until  the 
first  day  of  July  next^  and  until  the  further  order  of  the  Qeneial 
Assembly. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

SAMUEL  STERETT^  ClerlLf 


Pbbs.  Bs£I>  to  Wm.  Hbnrt,  &o.,  1780, 

Sir, 

This  will  be  delivered  you  by  the  Count  de  Deux  Ponls,  a  Colonel 
of  a  Regiment  in  the  Service  of  the  King  of  France,  now  at  Rhode 
Island.  I  must  request  your  Attention  &  Civility  to  him,  not  only 
on  Ace'  of  his  own  Merit,  which  is  very  great,  but  as  he  may  have 
spme  Influence  on  some  of  his  poor  deluded  Countrymen  who  cannot  be 

•  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XU.  p.  696. 
t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  678. 
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weaned  (torn  thear  thmA  AMohmeat  to  Ghrati  Brittaio.  For  this 
Purpose  I  would  wieh  if  il  ie  praciioable  be  could  have  OpportunitkB 
U>  converse  with  the  Q^man  Clergymen  &  such  Peraons  of  Influence 
of  (bat  Nation  as  might  tend  to  remove  Ptejadioei  oonvinee  them  of 
the  Utilitj  &  Honour  of  our  Independence^  shew  them  theCertabtj 
of  its  b^ing  established^  &  the  Necessity  of  their  supporting  cheer- 
fully the  War  for  the  attainment  of  that  glorious  Object — ^recoooile 
them  to  a  Government  founded  thereupou  &  in  Fact  undo  what  the 
Hessian  &  British  Officers  have  been  doing  with  so  much  Industry 
for  some  time  past. 

Your  Care  herein  will  do  the  State  a  real  Service  &  oblige 

Sir  your  Obed.  Hbble 

P.  S.    He  proposefl  to  go  to  Lebanon  &  Reading.    I  shall  be 
glad  yon  would  give  him  Letters  to  suitable  Persons  there. 
Indorsed, 

.1780,  December  2l8t,  To  Wm.  Henry,  Hon.  Wm.  Atlee,  Hon. 
Samuel  Atlee,  Esq.,  Philip  Marsteller,  Col.  Valentine  Eckhart  & 
Henry  Haller. 


Assembly    to  Frbs.  Reed,   178i). 

In  general  Assembly, 

Dec.  21-*,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  House  Direet  me  to  indoae  for  your  EzoelleBcy's  Perusal  the 

Beport  of  a  committee  of  this  House,  on  the  Subject  of  Quartermasters 

.  &  Comissanes  Certificates,  which   was  laid  before  a  Committee   ef 

Congress,  &  the  answer  of  the  latter  thereto.     I  am  further  directed 

to  request  Tour  Exc^lency'a  k  the   Honble  tlie  Councils  Opinion 

.  thereon,  I  have  lhe4ionour  to  be  with  the  highest  Reqieel  and 

.Esteem. 

Your  Ezcellencys  most  obedient 
&  very  hnmble  Servt, 

FREDK.  A.  MUHLENBURO, 
Speakor. 
His  BzeeUeney  the  President  of  the  State. 


Pbss.  of  Oongbbss  to  Pkbs.  RsiD,  1780. 

Circular. 

Philadelphia,  December  22,  1780. 
bir. 

Your  Excellency  will  receive  herewith  enclosed,  the  Copy  of  an 
Act  of  Congress  of  this  Day  together  with  the  Extract  of  a  Letter 
•from  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  which  the  Act  refers. 
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The  Nalvre  AlmoortaiMe  of  the  Sokjeet  is  00  felly  steted  in  Ae 
Inoloevresy  and  the  Ne0e«ity  of  a  Gompltaooe  with  the  reqiiialtioii 
■o  obTioofl,  it  would  be  eoperfluone  to  attempt  anyaddiHoiial  Motiyes 
.  to  eall  forUi  the  e&otoal  Exertions  of  the  Tespective  States  to  eom- 
pleat  their  Quotas  of  the  federal  Anny,  with  the  necessary  supplies. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  every  Sentiment         * 
of  respect  &  Esteem  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  &  most  humble  serTant, 

SAM.  HDNTINSTON  Prewdent. 

P.  S.  Similar  Copies  were  by  the  Delegates  of  this  state   handed 
to  the  assembly  for  the  sake  of  dispatch. 

His  Bxoelleaoy  The  president  of  Peansylvaida. 


EXTBAOX  OF  A  LeTTBR  FfiOM  GbISTL.  WASHDrOTOlf  TO 
GONGRBSS,  1780. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Oen'  Washington  to  Congress,  Dated  Head 
quarters  near  New  Windsor,  Dec  16**,  1780. 

^^  A  Paragraph  in  the  enclosed  New  York  paper,  Confirms  that 
part  of  the  letter  of  the  17*^  of  October  from  Europe,  which  yoor 
£xoellency  has  been  pleased  to  transmit  to  me,  which  mentions  tbe 
Intentions  of  thet  british  administration  tQ  send  further  reinforoe- 
ments  to  ameriea.  This  is  a  matter  which  oaaaot,  in  my  Opinioo, 
be  too  soon  communicated  to  the  several  States,  with  a  pressiag 
solicitation  to  take  the  messnres  that  will  efiectually  Sll  up  their  regi- 
ments in  the  course  of  the  winter.  From  what  I  can  learn,  soue 
are  putting  the  matter  upon  the  very  preeariqps  footing  of  voluntary 
.enlistments,  and  others  substitnting  fines  where  the  men  demanded 
are  not  produced  in  the  several  districts.  I  am  very  much  mtstakoiy 
if  by  the  first  mode  any  eonsiderable  number  of  men  are  to  be  imised 
at  this  time  of  day — and,  from  the  latitude  given  in  the  last|  money 
will,  in  many  instances,  be  paid  to  excuse  personal  service — The  last 
hope  of  the  en^my  is  built  upon  our  inability  to  raise  a  new  army, 
and  they  are  probably  preparing  to  push  us  in  our  enfeebled  state ; 
—The  means  of  reestablishing  ourselves,  with  proper  &  spirited  exer^ 
tions,  are  within  our  reach ;  and  should  they  in  the  springi  instead 
of  only  Hhe  remnants  of  our  vetBran  B^ments^  meet  Sattalions 
filled  with  men  whose  services  are  permanent,  they  must  either  give 
up  their  object  of  choice,  or  with  the  assistance  of  our  allies,  we  shall 
be  in  a  condition  to  force  them  to  it 

The  accession  of  Holland  &  Portugal  to  the  northern  league  of 
neutrality  will  be,  undoubtedly,  very  embarrsssing  to  Great  Britain 
-^but  this,  I  think,  may  be  relied  upon :  that  the  more  she  is 
insulted  and  oppressed  by  the  £uropc(an  powexs,  the  more  she  will 
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'0Ddeavo«r  io  Tefenge  benelf  upon  us^-slie  mb  make  no  impreniim 
«fKm  tb«iB,  and  she  will  therefore  bend  her  whole  foree  againel  ve, 

.in  hopes  of  poasessiBg  herself  of  snob  an  extent  of  territory  in  amerioa, 
as  will  en^lA  her  to  insist  apon  terms,  should  a  negotiation  take 

:plaoe»  whieh  may  be  highly  derogatory  to  the  honor  ft  Interests  of 
these  States.'' 


SxsoLuxiOH  or  GoNaEBSS,  1780. 

In  Congress^  December  22%  1780. 
Besolvedy 

That  the  paragraph  of  the  letter  from  the  oommander  in  chief 
of  the  15*^  Instant,  which  points  out  the  pressing  necessity  of  effeotnal 
measures  for  recruiting  the  army  to  its  full  complement,  be  imme- 
diately communicated  to  the  respective  legislatures  or  Executives. 
And  they  are  earnestly  required  by  the  most  decided  and  vigorous 
exertions,  not  onl^  to  urge  forward  their  respective  quotas  of  troops 
without  loss  of  time ;  but  to  furnish  the  supplies  of  provisions  ft 
money  assigned  for  their  support,  with  such  punctuality  as  will  put 
the  oommander  in  chief  in  a  condition,  with  the*  co-operation  of  our 
ally,  under  the  divine  blessiog,  to  compel  the  Bnemy  to  reliuquish 
their  object  of  subjugating  these  States,  and  secure  to  us  an  honor- 
able and  permanent  peace.  And  Congress  once  more  remind  the 
States,  that  the  public  safety  essentially  depends  on  their  complying^ 
.  without  reserve  or  delay,  with  the  measures  adopted  im  an  active 
•nd  decisive  campaign. 

£xtraet  from  the  minutes, 

GHA  THOMSON,  See'y. 


P&S8.  Bbeb  to  Asssmbly,  1780. 

Sir, 

»  The  Nature  of  the  Letter  addressed  to  this  Board  by  the  Hon. 
House  on  the  21  InsL*  making  it  more  pipper  to  return  an  Answer 
which  will  not  necessarily  be  entered  upon  the  ItliDutes,  we  hava 
given  it  ft  the  inclosed  Papers  all  the  Consideration  which  M' 
Hopkinson's  Trial  would  admit — The  Result  of  which  is,  that  we 
apprehend  the  making  the  Certificates  of  Q'  Masters'  ft  Commis- 
saries' oertifioates  receivable  in  Taxes,  farther  than  they  are  at 
present,  will  be  of  ruinons  conseqaenoe  to  the  publick,  ft  soon  end 
in  a  totel  Extinction  of  all  RevMines,  ft,  of  course,  a  Dissolution  of 
the  Oovemment,  which  cannot  eontinne  without  Supplies  of  this 
Nature — That  the  Armv  will  soon  feel  the  Effects  in  a  fatal  Degree, 
as  it  will  be  impracticable  to  continue  to  furnish  them  with  those 
'  Articles  which  have^  during  the  stoppage  of  their  Pay^  been  their 
•  Bee  page  685. 
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priMifal  Bepe&donee  &  Svpport — ^Unte  tbn  almmg  PnotpeelyVe 
aee  no  Meuuof  immedkte  Belief  «l  this  lata  Day  inTUieMMioiifl^  Imt 
for  the  Hoofle  to  make  their  AdjowrBooi*  abort — to  pate  a  Vote  eeo- 
finoatoiy  of  the  foraiga  Loan  now  in  NegotiatioQ,  k  to  appoini  a 
Gonmittee  to  bring  in  a  Bill  early  next  Seaflloai  to  provide  a  Fond 
for  the  Payment  of  the  interest  in  Specie,  k  to  appropriate  aone 
Part  of  tiie  remaining  Property  of  the  State,  or  some  certain  pro- 
dnctiTO  Berenue,  to  the  Payment  of  the  Principal ;  snch  BeYenoe  to 
be  applied  to  that  Purpose  at  the  Bzpiratioiv^of  three  or  5  Y^rs ;— > 
Without  some  thing  of  this  Nature,  there  is  great  Beason  to  fear  the 
whole  Scheme  will  fidl,  a  very  great  Bzpenoe  be  entirely  lost,  &  the 
publksk  Credit  which  the  Measure  will  support,  sink  iifto  irrecoverable 
Bnin.  That  the  same  Committee  be  instructed  in  s*  Bill  to  provide 
for  the  Payment  of  the  Interest  of  the  Stete  Money  annually,  in 
Specie,  by  a  specifick  Tax.  That  the  Faith  of  the  present  Assembly 
be  engaged  in  such  Terms  as  to  convey  to  foreigners  the  fullest  Assu- 
rance of  an  honourable  Bepayment  of  the  Monies  M'  Searle  may 
borrow,  to  be  transmitted  by  the  Gouncfl  without  any  Delay;  These 
are  the  only  Measures  occurring  to  the  Council,  ft  which  we  submit 
to  the  Constderatioii  of  the  House  as  our  candid  Sentimento  on  their 
Letter. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be^  &c. 


Whereas,  the  great  ft  nnavoidaUe  Fkessue  of  pnbliek  BvsiiieaB, 
at  this  Sessions  has  prevented  the  framing  a  Bill  to  provide  Fonda  to 
repay  the  Prindpal  ft  Interest  of  such  Sums  as  may  be  borrowed  in 
Eorope,  by  the  Hon.  M'  Searle,  agreeable  to  a  Vote  of  the  last  House 
of  Awembly,  which  may  occasion  some  Delay  of  that  important 
Business — Besolved,  That  this  House  doth  confirm  the  Stipulations 
ft  Engagements  entered  into  by  the  last  previous  House  to  procure 
a  foreign  Loan,  ft  do  engage  the  Faith  ft  Honour  of  the  State  to 
repay  all  Sums  of  Money,  both  Principal  ft  Interest,  agreeable  to  the 
Letters  of  Credenee  ^Instructions  given  to  the  S*  M'  Seari%  whick 
have  been  communicated  to  the  House,  ft  are  herdby  apjIoTed  ft 
ratified 


Besolved,  That- 


baa  Committee  to  prepare  a  Bill  to  be  presented  ai  the  next  Sessioiis, 
to  provide  for  the  punctual  Bepayment  of  all  Monies  proeored^poa 
theaf*  Loan,  both  Prineipal  ft  Interest->Tbe  Fuad  for  the  Payment 
of  the  Prindpal,  to  be  productive' at  the  find  of  Tears,  ft  the 

Interest  Fund  to  be  produetive  forthwith. 

Besolved,  That  the  same  Committee  be  instructed  to  provide  for 
the  Payment  of  the  Interest  on  the  State  Money  annually,  so  as  to 
give  the  same  more  general  ft  established  Credit. 
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BoARP  OF  War  to  Prbs.  Besd,  1780. 

War  Office,  December  26, 1780. 

Oonrad  Latonr  who  was  a  Liea*  in  Schotts  Corps  &  has  been  four 
years  in  the  Bervioe  of  the  U.  States  in  which  he  was  twice  wounded 
being  broke  for  some  nnoffioer  like  Behavior  afterwards  enlisted  in 
the  Flinch  Army  in  which  I  believe  he  is  a  Serjeant.  The  Officer 
of  the  French  Army  represents  that  I^atonr  is  sued  for  nxteen  hard 
Dollars  &  detained  in  Jail.  What  the  Law  of  the  State  is  upon  this 
Subject  the  Board  are  unacquainted  with.  There  was  a  recommend- 
ation of  Congress  to  the  States  that  they  should  enact  Laws  to  pre- 
vent Suits  against  Soldiers  for  a  less  sum  than  forty  Dollars  but  as 
the  Money  is  depreciated  it  is  supposed  that  advantage  is  taken  of 
this  Circumstance.  Be  this  as  it  may  the  Board  having  no  Author- 
ity in  the  Case  have  thought  it  best  to  state  the  Matter  to  your  Ex- 
cellency that  if  any  thing  can  be  done  you  may  be  pleased  to  put 
the  French  Officer  (Mr.  Jennings)  in  the  Way  of  relieving  the  pri- 
soner as  it  is  presumed  to  be  politic  to  treat  the  French  Soldiers  on 
a  Footing  with  our  own. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  very-feineere  Esteem 

your  obed't  Serv't, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 
Directedf 

His  Ezcelk  Jos.  Reed  Esq.,  President. 


Pres.  Rbed  to  James  Potter  1780. 

Sir, 

A  Subscription  having  been  compleated  amounting  to  £  Specie 
for  the  Purpose  of  reinlisting  such  Soldiers  as  would  otherwise  have 
been  discharged  you  will  proceed  to  camp  with  the  s'sum  &  with 
the  Assistance  of  Gen*  Wayne,  &  the  Colonels  of  the  Regiments 
execute  the  above  Business  so  as  to  extend  the  Utility  of  the  Money 
as  liar  as  possible.  At  this  Distance  &  under  the  present  Circum- 
Btanoes  it  is  not  practicable  to  give  any  particular  Directions, 
farther  ^an  that  we  think  you  should  first  inform  yourself  how 
many  Reoruits  are  likely  to  be  engaged  &  the  Proportions  of  the 
difierent  Regiments  &  then  apportion  the  Money  as  nearly  as  possible 
after  which  you  will  call  upon  the  oldest  Regiments  to  send  their  Re- 
oruits to  some  Place  where  with  the  Assistance  you  will  receive  yon 
will  engage  them  by  signing  an  Inlistment  &  Attestation  of  which 
you  will  have  Blanks  with  you — these  being  done  &  a  Desortfitioii 


690  PfiNNSTLVANIA  ABCHFtrSB  1780. 

of  cash  Reerait  will  be  proper  or  the  InlistmeDt  together  with  a 
Receipt  for  the  Mooej  to  be  perticttbr  in  tttkiag  an  aocount  of  tho 
Monies  paid  so  as  that  a  satisfactory  Account  may  be  rendered  to 
the  Subscribers.  Yon  will  also  be  pleased  to  ascertain  the  Nomber 
of  Recrnits  sent  kst  Sammer  nnder  a  former  Subsoription  as  far  as 
it  can  be  done. 

Dcember  27, 1780. 

To  Hon'ble  James  Potter  Esquire. 


Sbot.  Matlace  to  John  Reynolds,  (Shbripf,)  1780. 

Philadelphia,  Dee'  29th,  1780. 
Sir, 

His  Excorency  the  President  &  the  oonneil  order  me  to  desire 
that  you  will  take  the  most  effectual  measures  immediately  to  prevent 
the  frauds  committed  at  the  grate  of  the  Goal  of  this  city  by  Crimi- 
nals under  confinement  there.  Such  practices  as  they  are  guilty  of 
not  only  become  greatly  injurious  but  tend  to  harden  men  in  the 
practice  of  the  most  daring  villany  and  if  such  are  not  prevented  or 
punished  there  is  reason  to  fear  they  will  by  impunity  be  induced  to 
commence  Highwaymen  &  robbers  whenever  they  shall  be  enlarged. 

If  there  be  no  other  mode  of  preventing  such  practices  the  villains 
conoemed  in  it  must  be  kept  in  rooms  separate  from  the  other 
prisoners. 

I  am  respectfully 

your  very  humble  servant, 

T.  M. 
Directed, 

To  John  Reynolds  Esq',  Sheriff. 


Gbn.  St.  Claib  to  Pkes.  Rkbd,  1780. 

Potts  Grove,  Deo^  29th,  1780. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Distress  that  has  arisen  from  the  long  want  of  Honey  in  the 
publick  Offices  has  amongst  many  others  reached  me,  and  lays  me 
under  the  Necessity  of  applying  to  your  Board,  that  you  would  bo 
pleased  to  make  an  Order  in  my  favour  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  State 
for  a  sum  of  Money  (to  be  accounted  for  with  the  Auditors  appointed 
or  to  be  appointed  in  oonseouence  of  the  late  Law  for  settling  the 
aeoounts  of  the  Army)  in  order  to  enable  me  to  discharge  some  Debts 
I  have  been  unavoidably  obliged  to  contract,  to  make  some  preparatioii 
for  tiie  Command  in  Jersey,  wbieh  I  most  tako  upon  me  im  a  Tory  short. 
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time,  and  to  naka  wndo  ProTisidii  for  my  Fmnfly  during  my  ibwnoe^ 
none  of  whiok  my  private  GirearaataDoes  from  a  variety  of  Ganaea 
which  it  ia  UBiieceaaary  to  trouble  the  Board  with;  allow  me  at  prea- 
ettt  to  do. 
The  Favour  will  be  very  gratefully  aokuowledgod  by. 
GrODtlemea 

your  most  Obedient 

and  very  humble  Servant 

AR.  ST.  CLAIE  * 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excelleney  Joaeph  Beed  Esquire,  President  and  the  hon- 
ourable the  Supreme  Ezeeutive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


Matthew  Smith  to  Prbs.  Rebd,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

Inolos'd  I  send  the  Examination  of  Thomas  Gonely,  (Taken  at 
Wyoming,  &  transmited  to  me  by  Thomas  Neil)  who  Came  from  Ni« 
agara  with  a  party  of  20  Whites  &  five  Indian^,  they  Carry'd  away 
one  Harveys  Family  Near  Wyoming,  Six  Men  ft  Boys  in  Number 
Harveya  E^ughter  and  one  Other  Girl  they  Sent  Back  after  haveiog 
them  Some  time  and  leading  them  o£f  a  Considerable  Distance^  they; 
made  this  Stroke  on  the  Night  of  the  6^  Inat.,  and  that  aame 
Night  Conely  Deserted  from  them,  he  is  Jnlisted  in  that  Corps  called 
Ottendorffs,  he  Spread  a  Report  that  about  the  time  he  Set  out  from 
Niagara  one  Thonop,  an  Indian  Captain  was  to  Set  out  from  the 
Above  post,  with  30  Indians  &  intended  their  Stroke  in  the  Forks^ 
it  Alarm'd  the  Inhabitants  Much  as  they  were  not  to  Make  any 
prisoners  but  Murder  all  that  came  in  their  way,  he  also  Added  the 
two  partys  was  to  have  Come  out  together,  but  Differ'd  in  Senti- 
ments about  (he  mode  of  their  War,  the  Whites  Determined  to  make 
prisoners,  &  the  other  Savages  to  Murder  all  they  Could,  without 
Distinction  of  sj^e  cr  Sex,  the  Aoc*  Reaoh'd  this  place  About  the 
time  the  Lane'  County  Militia,  was  Setting  off  for  their  respective 
Homes,  we  are  lately  in  hopes  they  will  not  be  able  to  make  their 
Intended  Stroke,  as  the  River  &  Creeks  are  now  pretty  high  & 
Driveing  thick  with  ice,  but  we  fear  they  may  hover  on  our  Fron- 
teer  Dureing  the  Winter  and  Give  us  an  Early  Stroke  in  the  Spring, 
I  have  so  often  Solicited  for  the  poor  Suffering  Frontier  that  I  am 
afraid  I  may  be  Counted  Troublesome,  but  knowing  your  Disposition 
to  have  Been  Ever  for  the  Support  of  the  Country,  I  would  once 
More  Crave  your  interposition,  for  Some  assistance  early  as  possible 
in  the  Spring. 

Further  I  would  Request  your  Opinion  of  the  Resolve  of  Congress 

*  Bee  OoL  Beo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  691. 
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fridtty  May  21^  1779,  Respeeting  the  Qoota  of  forty  ftm  Maiiow 
of  Dollars,  at  it  Stsods  tho  Wholo  Sam  is  Qoota*  to  twet^e  of  tin 
Slates,  and  after  .Gomes  these  Words  '^Qoorgia  beuig  iavadad  is 
hereafter  to  Raise  her  proporUoo'^  I  mean  Whether  it  is  a  part  of 
the  Above  45  Millions  here  Mentioned  or  only  a  propoftioaable  part 
of  later  Taxations — also  of  the  Resolve  of  January  Toeeday  5^,  1779 
Where  the  Sam  of  15,000,000  is  QaoU'  to  twelve  SUtes  &  Georgia 
hath  its  Namber  only  000000.  My  Reason  is  we  have  lately  liad 
the  Tax  laid  in  this  Connty,  and  a  few  days  ago  the  Appeal,  Where 
a  Namber  of  Oentlemen  stood  up  in  Opposition  to  Paying  any  State 
Tax  Alledging  the  Hon^^  Asffembly  Never  intended  any  of  the 
Book  Goantys  shoald  pay  any  Tax  their  Distresses  being  So  6reat| 
and  as  an  Argument,  prodacM  the  above  Resolves  of  Congress  ia 
£ivour  of  Georgia  at  the  same  time  Alledging  the  people  of  is  plainly 
Exempted  ^if  any  late  News  foreign  or  Domestick,  I  will  thank  you 
for  the  Aco^  &  a  few  late  papers. 
I  am  I>  Sir, 

your  Most  Obt.  Hnmble  Servt, 

MATT*  SMITH. 

Sunbury,  Dec.  30»«»,  1780. 
Directedf 

His  Exoelleney  Joseph  Beed,  Bsq',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Hon'  by  M'  Reese. 


STATBMBirrS  RBFBRRED  TO  IN  FORVGOIVe,  1780. 

Garrison,  Wyoming,  Dee'  7**,  1780, 
This  day  Came  to  the  Post  Thomas  Connelly  a  Deserter  from  a 
Party  of  the  Enemy  of  Twenty  white  men  and  five  Indians  who  left 
Niagaria  Twenty  Two  Days  before  they  Arrived  here,  he  Says  he  is 
Originally  from  Ireland  is  20  years  of  age  Came  to  this  Country  in 
177*2  and  has  been  a  Servant  to  one  Thomas  Williams  an  Indian 
Trader,  most  of  the  time  among  the  Indians,  But  his  Time  was  oat 
with  his  Master  about  a  year  ago  be  then  engaged  in  the  Rangers 
Service  with  Tory  Butler,  he  says  that  the  Post  of  Niagara  is  Com- 
manded by  Gen'  Powell  who  took  that  Command  in  Feb'y  Last  tho 
Number  of  Troops  of  whitemen  consists  of  about  Six  Hundred  Inclu- 
ding the  Rangers^ — the  Indians  are  Very  Unsteady  Sometimes  Near 
Two  Thousand  Men  Women  &  Children  who  all  Draw  Rations;  that 
in  Octr.  Last  the  Ontario  a  new  Ship  of  20  Guns  was  lost  on  the 
lake  Col*  Boston  with  about  850  Men  of  the  3I<»  Reg*  who  were 
Going  to  Canada  all  Perished — he  also  Informs  that  about  Two 
Months  ago  John  Monture,  One  of  the  Indian  head  warriors,  vras 
Killed  near  this  Post  By  a  Small  party  that  Came  Across  them  from 
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Wyoming  as  they  was  on  their  Betani  from  Tort  Allen,  and  that 
before  he  Engaged  in  the  British  Service  he  has  lived  at  Detroit  and 
says  that  Detroit  is  very  thick  Settled  with  Inhabitants,  about  forty 
miles  in  Length,  favoorable  Indian  towards  the  Country  but  dar'd 
not  appear  open  in  it,  that  thoy  have  built  a  New  fort  thercj  and  the 
Garrison  Consists  of  about  800  Commanded  by  Cap^  Bird. 

He  Says  that  Butlor  &  Brant  had  Return'  to  Niagara  from  their 
Expedition  to  the  Mohawk  Eivcr  and  Johnson  was  Gone  Doan  to 
Canada  and  Did  not  come  that  way. 


OfFICBRS  to  ASBBMBlTy   1780. 

The  Honorable' 

The  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met. 
Gent^ : 

We  take  the  liberty  of  informing  yon,  that  not  having  received 
any  Pay  from  the  Continent  for  a  conmderable  time  past  ft  behig 
destitute  of  the  necessary  Cash  to  defray  our  several  BxpenoeS;  while 
on  the  Bttsitiess  of  the  Line,  with  your  Honble  House,  we  therefore 
applied  to  the  Honorable  Board  of 'War  for  a  supply  of  Money,  w«* 
we  received,  but  it  being  of  the  Massachusetts  Emission,  on  this 
account,  it  won'd  not  answer  our  exigency,  as  we  cou^d  pass  it  only 
at  the  R«te  of  40  for '  1.  We  have  therefore  retmm'd  it,  and  since 
applied  to  his  Ezoell^  The  President  who  is  very  desirous  of  serving 
ns  on  this  occasion,  on  condition  your  H-onourable  House  will  em« 
power  him  so  to  do,  by  a  Resolve  or  Vote  of  your  House  for  this 
purpose.  This  requisition  we  trust  will  meet  your  i^probotion,  as 
it  is  solely  founded  in  necessity.  We  presume  that  about  Nino 
Hundred  or  a  Thousand  State  Dollars  will  suffice.  , 
We  have  the  honor 

to  subscribe  ourselvea 

Your  most  obt.  Servants, 

P.  JOHNSTON,  Col., 
RICH*  HUMPTON,  Col., 
JOS.  HARMAR,  L*  Col.  ' 
PhUad.,  Deeember  19**,  1780. 
Directed^ 
The  Honorable  The  House  of  Assembly. 
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COMMITTEB  OP  CONGEBSS  TO  COMMITTEE  OP  ASSEMBLY,  1780. 

Hie  Committee  appointed  by  Congress  to  confer  with  a  Committee 

of  the  General  Asaemblj  of  Pensjlvania  on  the  sabjectof  the  Quoti 

.  of  the  new  emiseion  of  money  assigned  to  that  state  haye  reoeired 

their  state  of  fiusts,  and  have  now  the  honor  of  laying  before  the  odd 

committee  the  following  information. 

That  the  debt  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars  eompnted  to  he  dsa 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Pensylyania  npon  anurter  masters  ft  eommb- 
sarles  oertificates  have  not  been  anproTided  for  by  Congres^  bntariKS 
from  the  nnpunctnality  of  the  respeetive  states  in  oompIviDg  with 
the  requisitions  of  Congress.  It  appears  from  a  general  ahstrMt  of 
the  treasury  books  now  before  this  Committee-tbat  the  states  are  in 
arrears  on  the  respective  reqnisilaons  aa'-far  as  the  acoonnts  wen 
famished  to  the  4th  of  Deoember  last,  176,955,367{}  doUan,  i 
•am  floffioient  tq  have  disoharged  die  quarter  masters  &  eommiisuiei 
sertifioates  &  si^perted  the  public  credit  in  §  very  great  degrea 

That  the  supplies  of  the  inhabitants  on  the  credit  of  theeertifiettei 
•stend  to  all  tiie  other  states  as  well  as  Pensyivuia,  and  is  tbe 
same  obstacle  in  all  to  the  payment  of  tfULes ;  and  it  .is  also  repre- 
osnted  that  their  treasuries  are  equally  exhausted :  And  ihm  m 
therefore  be  no  pro^)eet  that  any  of  them  will  be  in  condition  to 
supply  the  public  exigencies,  if  these  oertifioates  should  pass  in  pfj* 
meat  of  the  taxes  directed  to  be  levied  for  the  purpose  of  isnung 
and  giving  credit  to  ihe  new  emiseicm. 

Thai  by  the  abstract  from  the  books  of  the  treasury  the  aoooant 
of  Pensylvania  is  tbns  stated. 

State  of  Pe^ylvania. 
Congress  on  the  1  July,  1780,  drew  two  warrants  on  the  presideot 
ft  supreme  executive  council  in  nvour  of  Michael  HillegaS|  tresflorer 
of  the  United  States,  one  for  1796950 

ft  the  other  for  tho  faalaace  due  from  that  state  up  to  the 
1  March,  1780.  4669040 

Both  the  said  warrants  unpaid. 

Taxes  due  from  1  March,  1780,  to  the  1  December 
following,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the 
18  March,  1780,  nine  months,  th6  quota  being  2,800- 
000  dollars  per  month,  amounU  to  20,700,000,  from 
which  is  to  be  deducted  a  warrant  drawn  Nov.  17, 1780| 
in  frv  of  commissary  Blaine,  208,04928 

^  '  1— r  2O,431,950» 

ballance,  26,797,940|J 

if  thb  is  a  just  statement  it  will  be  found  that  suppoBing  the  inhabi- 
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fonts,  of  PeaBylyania  to  be  erediion  of  the  piibUo  to  the  amotmt  of 
twenty  millions  dollara  on  oertifioatee,  there  is  still  %  large  arrear 
due  from  tbeai  on  their  qnofo  of  the  taxes. 

Congress  leljr  on  m  eomplianoe  with  the  aot  of  the  18  of  Maroh^ 
for  the  snpport  of  the  war,  they  foresee  the  deepest  distress  if  it 
should  not  he  earned  into  effect  with  the  utmost  dispatoh. , 

The  public  treasury  is  exhausted ;  the  public  debts  considerable ; 
the  army  unpaid  for  near  a  year;  the  quarter  master's  branch  dis- 
tressed. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  committee  of  the  assembly  of  Pen« 
jqrlnmia  will  consider  the  effect  of  the  regulations  proposed  in  their 
representation  and  give  the  weight  to  our  suggestions  which  they 


shall  appear  to  merit. 


JA>  DUANE,       )  Committee  of 
JESSE  BOOT.     )     GooffKw. 


THOMAS  MIFFLIN, 
GBRARDU8  WYNKOOP, 
JONATHAN  HOGB, 
JOHN  HARRIS. 


Esq" 


Committee  of  the  general  Assembly 
of  the  state  of  Pensylyania. 

Phikd%Dec'20,1780. 


Extract  fbom  General  0ri)brs,  1781. 

Extract  from  General  Orders,  Dated  Head  Quarters,  New  Windsor, 
January  I»»,  1781. 

''  The  Non-Gommissioned  Officers  and  Matrasses  of  the  Indepen- 
'<  dent  Company  of  Ar^tery,  Commanded  by  Captain  Coren,  are  to 
<<  be  idded  to  &  incorporated  with  the  Company  Commanded  by  Capt" 
<' Porter,  now  in  the  2'  Reg*  of  Artillery;  And  the  Non-Commis- 
<'  sioned  Officers  and  Matrasses  of  the  Company  Commanded  by 
'<  Capt*  Freeman  are  to  be  added  to  and  incorporated  with  Capt* 
'^  Simonds  Company  in  said  Reg*.  Captains  Forter  ft  Simonds 
'<  Companies  are  to  be  Leveled  with  the  Men  of  the  Two  Companies 
**  which  are  Incorporated  with  them  and  being  raised  in  PennsylTa- 
**  nia  are  to  be  added  to  Col.  Proctors  Regiment  of  Artillery.  The 
<<  Officers  of  the  two  Companies  Commanded  by  Captains  Porter  and 
**  Simonds  are  to  be  arranged  in  Col.  Proctors  Regiment  of  Artillery 
''  agreeable  to  the  Rank  they  now  hold." 

A  Copy. 
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Names  of  the  Officers  in  Captains  Porter  &  Simonds  GompanieB.  ' 

Captain,  Andrew  Porter^  Captain,  Jonas  Simonds, 

Capt"  L*,  James  McOlnre,  Oapt"  L^  Wm.  PowarSi 

•Lient%     Joseph  Aahton,  Lieut,    Saml.  Doty. 

.Robert  Parker, 

^Ezra  Patterson, 

Ezekiel  Howell. 

^  Patterson  has  since  Resigned. 

The  Rank  of  those  as  well  as  all  other  Officers  of  Artillery  In  the 
Continental  Army  was  finally  determined  by  several  Boards  of  Offi- 
cers appointed  for  that  purpose — approved  of  by  his  E^oellenoy 
Genl.  Waahington  —  Pablished  in  Genl.  Orders  as  well  as  those 
Issued  in  the  Brigade  of  Artillery — a  Return  of  which  was  made 
to  the  Board  of  War  &  Certified  by  the  Honorable  Henry  Kaox, 
Brigadier  G-eneral  of  Artillery.  This  Return  is  still  to  be  seen  in 
the  War  Office,  and  hath  ever  since  been  the  invariable  Rule  ifx 
determining  Rank  in  the  Corps  of  Artillery. 

Ind'onedf 
Extract  of  General  Orders,  dated  New  Windsor,  Jan.  1,  1781. 


Statement  of  Lt.  John  Carothers,  1781. 

That  in  Augt.  1779  a  Large  number  of  volunteers  of  the  third 
battalion  of  this  county  now  commanded  by  Col.  Saml.  Irwin 
march'd  up  to  the  relief  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Northumberland 
County,  at  the  time  when  fort  freeland  was  Taken,  that  they  were 
out  about  fifteen  Days,  &  reed  no  pay  nor  allowance  for  sd.  time, 
&  that  there  is  considerable  uneassiness  preyailing  in  the  battalion 
on  that  a(^t.  they  aledging  others  have  fared  better,  some  pertieu- 
larly  mentioned  in  Col.  Itwins  Letter  Inclosing  this  Were  to  my 
certain  knowledge  fully  Determined  to  march  with  the  Last  elaeaes, 
and  thought  they  might  with  safty  take  the  allowance  of  time  at  the 
bcginiog  of  their  Tour,  but  were  Disappointed  by  the  militias  being 
stoped  at  Lancaster,  &  they  oblidged  to  pay  the  full  fine. 
Certified  by 

JNO.  CAROTHERS.  [ 
Late  Lt.  of  Cumbd.  County 
Jany.2d,  1781. 
To  whom  it  may  concern. 
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Danl.  Hbisteb,  Jb.  to  Pbbs.  Rbbd,  1781. 

Upper  Salford,  Philada.  Count^anry.  3d,  1781. 
Sir,  '^m 

The  distressed  situation  of  Otir  Money  Matters  I  hope  will  apolo- 
gize for  Troubling  your  Exoellenoy  with  a  Small  Information. 
Last  week  I  saw  Mr.  E[achlein  a  Sab-Lienlenant  of  Bncks  Oonnty, 
he  telhr  me  that  he  has  at  least  £  20,000  now  ly  him  of  pnblick 
money  and  has  already  paid  upwards  of  £  50,000  to  Col.  Hart. 
Considerable  snv^s  I  beleive  arein  the^  Hands  of  some  Sub-  Lieuten- 
ants in  this  County  besides  what  must  needs  be  with  Lieut.  Coats, 
This  Money  is  to  be  colleoted  for  the  purpose  of  making  publick 
purchases  according  to  a  resolution  of  the  last  day  of  the  sitting  of 
Assembly,  but  I  mention  this  of  the  Sub-Lieutenants  as  many  Gent, 
seemed  of  opinion  what  they  had  could  not  be  worth  attending  to. 

The  seven  months  men  from  this  part  of  the  Country  are  chiefly 
come  home,  and  I  am  told  are  begining  to  get  uneasy  about  their 
monthly  pay  some  people  are  fearing  the  Companies  we'd  also  have 
to  pay  them  that,  which  would  be  attended  with  great  trouble  and 
discontent — would  therefore  beg  leave  to  suggest  whether  it  would 
not  be  well  if  CouumI  was  to  direct  the  Lieutenants  to  pay  this  to 
prevent  the  Clamour  of  these  people  which  will  doubtless  Injure  the 
recruiting  service. 

I  am  with  th^  Highest  Esteem, 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obct    * 

and  most  Hbble  Sert 

DAN.  HEISTER  Jb, 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Esq'  President  of  Council  Phila* 
delpbia. 


Hugh  Fobsman  to  Cql.  David  Beshlbb,  1781. 

Wyoming,  Jany.  3, 1780.* 
Sir, 

Bjf  Virtue  of  a  late  Resolve  of  Congress  Respecting  fumising  this 
Garrison  with  Provisions,  the  Commanding  Officer  hath  Directed 
me  to  Aplay  to  you  for  sum  flour  and  Liquor,  of  which  I  hope  you 
will  forward  as  soon  as  Possable  to  this  Post  about  twenty  Barrels 
of  floUr  and  four  or  five  Barrels  of  Liquor,  and  Let  me  Know  by 
the  Bearer,  Capt*  Selin,  when  it  will  be  on  the  way,  that  a  gard 
^ay  be  sent  to  Escort  it  in. 

*  Indorsed,  1781. 
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the  needseeaty  for  the  flour  is  Great,  as  the  troops  have  had 
neither  flour  nor  Liquor  this  three  months  past,  and  been  Obliged 
to  Live  on  Indian  meal. 

When  I  was  in  Philad'^  I  Beee*  an  Order  on  the  Gommiai^  of 
Oomberland  County  fbr  flour  and  Liquor,  But  the  E^iver  got  so  full 
of  loe  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  bring  it  up,  whioh  0cati<Hi8  oar 
Ptesent  neoeseeaty. 

I  have  prooured  %  Copy  of  the  Resolve  above  mentioned^  and  Do 
inclose  it  to  you,  as  parhaps  it  may  not  be  yet  Published  in  your 
Papers. 

I  have  given  C^ptp  Selino  and  M'  Hollenbaok  orders  en  you  to 
pay  them  for  about  two  Hundred  Bushels  of  Indian  Com,  and  sent 
receipts  By  them  for  the  B«ceival  of  the  Orain^  which  I  hope  yoa 
will  answer,  the  price  I  give  for  Qora  here  is  5s.  in  Spade  and  pvn 
Certificates  in  Pensylvania  money. 

Your  Com^yance  with  the  within  Will  much  Oblige 
Sir  your  most  Obd'  HumUe  Sei^i 

HUGH  FOBSMAN,  C.  Purch". 
J)irec(ed, 

On  public  service. 

Coll.  David  Deshleri^  Commissiimec  for  Nerthamptoii  Cimnty* 

fay^  by  Capt.  SeUin. 


Charles  Stbwaez  to  Prbs.  Rbsd^  1781. 

Trenton;  Thursday  night,  4  Jany.,  ITSO.f 
Sir, 

I  delivered  Marquis  Lafayette,  6enl.  St.  Clair  ft  Lord  Sterling 
the  Copy  of  the  Terms  proposed  by  the  soldiery  of  the  pena*  line  to 
Qenl.  Wayne  &  his  reply  to  them,  these  papers  passed  before  noon  to 
day.  I  left  Priocetown  about  One  OClock  &  then  thought  there  watf 
a  possibility  of  a  compromise-— I  hear  this  evening  that  appearanoes 
are  worse,  and  expect  they  will  proceed  for  this  plaee  to  morrow 
moming-^pray  come  up  yoursell  Wayne,  Butler,  &  Stewart^  are 
the  only  officers  thev  will  permit  to  come  among  them. 

This  afternoon  tney  have  chosen  officen  to  command  ft  direct 
their  march  in  future.  If  they  chuse  they  can  compel  Craft  to  erosa 
Delaware  at  this  place,  md  theinhabitants  of  this  state  being  ordered 
towards  N.  York  to  guurd  the  stores,  cannot  be  employed  to  prevent 
their  route.  The  Officers  of  the  Penn^  are  ordered  by  Oen^  Wayne 
to  be  to  night  at  Pennington  to  await  fiaither  Orders.  They,  the 
Troops,  have  Beef  for  three  days  and  flour  can  be  had,  I  have 
Ordered  them  well  fed  on  purpose  they  might  have  no  excuse  to 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  696. 
t  Indorsed^  178U 


9lar»iid.  Ib  fiust  sir  thingi  are  gloom v  tad  your  prosemod  Haoet- 
mrjf  I  fear  British  Gold  aad  Arnolda  uiends  are  amoqg  them.  I 
am  J'  Ezodlenejs  most^bed^  9ervant| 

CHA.  STEWAET, 
Gomm'y  Oea,  of  Issaes.* 
Directed^ 
EKa  B^eaUeney  Govenor  Read^  Philad*. 


Sbot.  MiffLACE  TO  Gap.  Baml.  Mobrib^  itSl. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  His  Bzoellenoy  the  President  to  request,  that 
Yoa  wiU  immediately  order  twenty  of  th6  Light  horse  to  paiade  at 
his  Honse  at  fbnro'cloek  this  afternoon,  ready  to  mareh  immediately 
into  New  Jersey,  and  to  order  the  remainder  of  the  oorps  to  parade 
and  march  to  morrow  morning. 

i  am  witl^  great  re8pe<^ 

Your  most  obed  Serrt. 

1   T.M. 
Friday,  Jany.  5, 1781,  > 

To  Cap.  Samuel  Morris  of  the  Light  Horse. 


Sjb^.  Mailack  to  Col.  S.  Maics,  D.  Q.  M.  Q.,  1781. 

To  Col  S.  MOes^  D.  Q.  M.  G. 
Sir, 

The  presdng  emergency  requires  that  you  furnish  to  Gen.  Potior 
a  very  good  hone  by  four  o'clock  this  afternoon.  If  you  have  not  a 
good  one  in  your  possession  it  is  necessary  tlmt  you  obtain  one  by 
borrowing  or  impressing  immediately. 

By  order  of  the  ConncO. 

T.  MATLACK,  See'y. 
Jany.  6,  1:781. 


Kesolution  of  Congress,  1781. 

In  Congress,  Jany.  5, 1781. 
Beilt>lyed,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  3d  instant  to  confer  with  the  supreme  executive  of 
the  state  of  Pensyhania  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  intelligence 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  YoL  XII.,  p.  59<. 
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receiyod  that  day  and,  that  the  said  committee  be  ioatnicted  to  aei  in 
eoncert  wifch  the  add  ezecative;  and  fuWj  empowered  to  take  saeh 
measores  as  may  appear  neoesrary  to  qniet  the  diatorbanee  in  the 
PensyWania  line. 

The  members  added  Mr.  Attle  &  Mr.  Bknd  The  Gomm'ee.    Mr. 
Sullivan,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  Mathews,  Mr.  AUee,  Mr.  Bhaid. 
Extracts  from  the  minates. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seey. 


BxsoiiUTiosr  07  Cokgbbsb,  Jan«  5tb,  1781. 

In  Gon^ss,  Jan'y  5%  178 1. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Letter  of  Abraham 
Shinner  Commias^y  Geoeral  of  Priaoaers^  delivered  in  a  Report  as 
follows. 

.  That  notwithstanding  every  Effort  of  Congress  to  obtain  for  our 
people  Prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  Enemy  that  Treatment  which 
Humanity;  alone  should  have  dictated;  the  British  Commanders 
unmindful  of  the  Tenderness  exercised  towards  their  Men  Prisoaers 
in  our  han^and  regardless  of  the  practice  of  civilized  Nations,  have 
persisted  ilTTreating  our  people  Prisoners  in  their  bandi  with^rery 
species  of  Insult,  outrage  and  Cruelty.  Officers  and  Men  are  indis- 
criminately thrown  into  the  Hold  of  Prison  Ships,  and  into  loath- 
some Dungeons,  and  are  deprived  of  fuel  and  the  common  Neoessaries 
of  Life,  by  which  Means  many  of  the  Citizens  of  these  States  have 
been  eompelled  to  enter  into  their  Service  to  avoid  those  ^stresses 
which  a  Conduct  so  contrary  to  the  Law  of  Nations  had  brought 
upon  them.  Our  Seamen  taken  upon  the  American  coast  have  been 
sent  to  Great  Britain  and  other  parts  beyond  Seas  to  prevent  thor 
being  exchanged  or  to  force  them  to  take  arms  against  their  Oountry. 
'  That  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Committee  an  Exercise  of  the  Law  of 
Betaliation  has  become  necessary  as  a  Justice  due  to  those  (Stiiens 
of  America,  whom  the  fortune  of  War  has  thrown  into  the  power 
of  our  Enemy,  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  that  Copies  of  the  Letter  of  M'  A.  Shinner  and  the 
other  papers  referred  be  transmitted  to  the  Commander  in  CUef, 
and  that  he  be  directed  to  enquire  into  the  manner  in  which  our 
People  who  are  Prisoners  are  treated  by  the  Enemy.  And  that  he 
give  immediate  orders  to  the  Commanding  Officers  of  the  different 
posts  to  take  particular  Care  that  the  british  prisoners  receive  the 
same  allowance  and  Treatment  in  every  respect  as  our  people  who 
are  prisoners  receive  from  the  Enemy. 

Kesolved,  that  it  bo  recommended  to  the  respective  Executives  to 
ake  effectual  Measures  for  Carrying  into  Execution  the  Act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  13**  of  January,  1780,  respecting  Prisoners  taken  vy 
the  Citizens,  Troops  or  Ships  of  particular  States. 
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That  the  Board  of  Admiralty  issne  Orders  not  te  exohtDg^  any 
britieb  Sea  Offioer  or  Seaman  until  the  Enemy  shall  have  returned 
to  some  o(  their  Oarrisons  in  America  such  Seamen  as  they  have 
taken  on  the  American  Coast,  and  have  sent  to  Great  Britain  or 
other  parts  beyond  sea,  And  that  the  Board  of  War  and  Board  of 
Admiralty  give  orders  for  continuing  Uie  Treatment  of  Prisoners  as 
herein  directed  until  they  receive  oraers  to  the  Contrary  from  Con- 
gress or  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Secy 


Oen.  St.  Clair  to  Fbbs.  Rssd,  1781. 

Morris  Town,  Jan'y  7**,  1781. 
Sir, 

M'  Donaldson  would  inform  yon  of  the  ill  Suoeess  of  the  Embassy 
The  Marquis  &  myself  were  sent  upon,  and  the  short  Notice  we 
received  to  leave  Prince  Town — We  thought  it  prudent  to  take  the 
Mutineers^  at  their  Words,  as  there  was  no  Prospect  of  our  being  of 
any  Service,  and  it  was  not  improbable  they  might  think  it,  upon 
second  Consideration,  adviseable  to  detain  Us  f  &  we  have  heard 
that  they  have  since  made  Oen*  Wayne,  Colonells  Butler  &  Stewart 
Prisoners,  &  admit  no  Person  to  see  them  but  thro'  the  Committee, 
hey  were  impatient  to  see  your  Excellency  or  some  of  the  Council 
of  Pennsylvania ;  but  their  Demands  are  so  extravagant,  and  they 
got  on  so  smoothly  hitherto,  that  I  have  no  hopes  of  any  thing  but 
Foroe  reducing  them  to  Reason. 

The  Ennemy  have  made  no  movements  yet  in  Consequence  of  this 
Affair,  and  it  may  be  that  they  are  so  much  weakened  by  their  late 
Detachments  as  not  to  be  able  to  spare  a  sufficient  Body — ^but  I  am 
persuaded  that  if  they  were  in  Jersey  great  Numbers  would  desert  to  ' 
them,  as  it  is  certain  that  british  Emmissarys  have  set  this  Matter 
a  going,  and  many  of  them  have  confessed  to  us  that  it  was  proposed 
to  them  to  lead  them  all  there — ^This,  however,  they  nobly  refused. 

The  General  b  not  yet  arrived,  and  some  Appearance  of  similar 
disposition  in  the  Jersey  Troops  induced  ColonerBarber,  who  com- 
mands them,  to  move  them  to  Chatham ;  so  that  we  are  here  in  a 
very  awkward  Situation,  and  have  this  moment  heard  that  they  have 
sent  some  Person  to  bring  off  the  remaining  few — perhaps  a  hundred, 
and  all  the  Stores,  and  we  have  not  a  Soul  to  prevent  it — the  Militia 
being  all  out  already — ^Xhis  may  not  be  true ;  but  if  it  is  attempted 
it  must  be  prevented  at  all  Hazards.     ^ 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be. 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  Servant, 

A'  S*  Clair. 

*  For  rarioas  papers^  letters,  kc,  respecting  the  revolt  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania line,  see  my  "  Register  of  Pennsylvania,"  Voi  11.,  p.  180— Ac. 
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Dayib  Dbshlib  to  Col.  Jaoob  MoKeAK,  1781. 

# 
Allentown,  Jan'rj  8%  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  sent  my  Son  in  Law  down  after  CaBh.  I  have  applyed  to 
Col*  Blain  by  Mr.  JoeepfaT  Keyser,  Cond*'  of  Che  Cooper  Factory ; 
have  got  no  Cash  from  him.  I  understand  by  Mr.  Keyser,  that 
Co^  Blain  was  from  home.  As  I  have  purchased  considerable  more 
than  I  have  received  Cash  for,  I  request  you'll  supply  me  by  the 
bearer,  as  the  Country  people  is  not  willing  to  wait  any  longer^  nor 
supply  any  more  without  Cash.  Col*  Butler,  at  Wyoming,  has 
applyed  to  me  for  Flour  and  Liquor,  as  the  navigation  down  Snsqae- 
hannah  at  this  time  is  stopt  by  the  frost.  I  purpose  to  send  him 
two  Loads  flour  and  one  Load  of  whiskey  against  the  13*^  Instant, 
to  be  at  Larner's  for  them  ;  if  you  think  it  advisable  I  should  send 
any  more  or  not,  please  to  give  your  Instructions  by  the  bearer. 
I  purpose  to  close  my  (iheneral  returns  to  the  last  of  this  month 
and  hopes  shortly  after  to  be  down  with  them.  If  the  Coopers  is  only 
to  work  for  this  State,  as  there  is  a  good  many  Flour  Casks  on  hand, 
I  think  about  four  hundred,  there  will  be  no  oocation  for  bo  many 
Coopers  to  be  supplyed  at  this  Factory.  Col*  Butler  Informs  me  if 
there  was  Cash  sent  up  to  Wyoming,  there  is  Grain  enough  to  be 
purchased  there  to  supply  that  post ;  if  I  have  orders  and  money, 
the  Cafriafge  of  Provisions  to  that  place  might  be  ssv^.  Have  not 
to  Add^  but  am,  Dear  Sir, 

your  meet  obedient  bble.  Servt., 

DAVID  DBSHLER  * 

P.  S. — If  there  is  any  fix'd  Salary  for  Assistants  and  Clerks, 
should  be  glad  to  know  it — if  not,  I  should  be  desirous  of  your 
advise  what  to  give. 
Directed^ 

Col*  Jacob  Morgan,  State  Com'  in  Philadelphia. 

^  favour  Mr.  Charles  Deshler. 


Prbs.  op  Congress  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781, 

Circular. 

Philadelphia,  January  9, 1781. 
Sir, 

You  will  receive  herewith  enclosed,  Copffes  of  two  Acts  of  Con- 
gress of  the  5<^  &,  8*^  Instiiftt-t 

By  the  former  you  will  be  informed  that  from  the  unwarrantable 
&  cruel  Treatment  which  our  People  who  are  Prisoners  with  the 
Enemy  have  of  late  received,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress  an  exercise 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  696.  f  See  page  TOO, 
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of  ibe  Law  of  retaliation  has  become  neoenarj,  and  U  10  eepeoiaHy 
Tecommended  to  the  Ezeoattres  of  the  States  reapeotiTelyy  to  take 
effectual  Measures  for  carrying  into  Execution  the  Acts  of  Oongress 
of  the  13th  of  January  1780,  respecting  Prisonera  taken  by  the 
Citiiens  Troops  or  ships  of  particular  States. 

By  the  other  Act  (of  the  8th  Instant)  it  is  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  the  several  States  from  New-Hampshire  to  North  Carolina 
inolusiye,  to  procure  for  the  Use  of  the  Officers  in  Captivity  at  New 
York  &  on  Long  Island,  to  be  charged  to  the  United  States  their 
respective  Quotas  therein  mentioned  in  Specie  or  Bills  of  Exchange 
on  New  York. 

It  is  presumed  the  Necessities  of  those  Officers,  the  Distresses 
they  have  already  suffered,  and  the  more  disagreable  Situation  they 
must  yet  be  reduced  to  for  want  of  the  Means  of  Subsistence,  unless 
those  Supplies  are  obtained,  will  be  sufficient  to  induce  a  Compliance 
with  this  requisition  as  speedy  as  possible. 
1  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  highest  respect 

your  Exeellenc/s  most  obedient 
&  most  humble  Servant 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON.* 
President. 
Direciedf 
To  His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


PRBS«   BSBD  TO  DbLBGATBS  IN  CONGaBBB,  1781. 

Oentlemen, 

The  Prohibition  laid  on  the  Loan  Officer  of  this  State  to  receive 
the  new  Continental  Money  or  the  State  Money  for  Bills  of  Ex- 
change will  we  apprehend  deeply  affect  the  Credit  of  the  former  &  in 
a  very  little  Time  depreciate  it.  We  supposed  it  to  be  the  Wish  & 
Policy  of  Congress  to  introduce  the  new  money  with  every  Circum- 
stance of  Credit  &  consider  the  old  as  a  faithful  Servant  whose 
strength  was  spent  &  to  be  laid  aside  as  tenderly  as  Circumstances 
will  admit,  We  have  therefore  directed  all  our  publick  measures  to 
ffet  the  old  money  brought  in  &  exchanged,  but  the  refusal  of  the 
Officer  to  receive  any  but  the  old  Money  not  only  militates^trongly 
against  our  Publications  on  this  subject  but  induces  the  People  to  set 
an  additional  Value  00  the  old  money  which  will  be  likely  in  Conse- 
quence to  appreciate  &  introduce  as  destructive  a  Speculation  as 
that  of  Depreciation.  If  thereforo  these  Ideas  concur  with  yours  we 
would  request  you  to  bring  this  Point  under  the  consideration  of  Con- 

'      *  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  697. 
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grass.  We  shall  soi  oofntend  for  the  Reoeipi  of  the  Steie  Money, 
the  we  CMnot  bat  observe  that  the  eroditon  of  the  Gontinent  lA  tlie 
Loan  Office  are  now  rery  olamoroos  &  this  State  Monej  would  be 
as  convenient  as  any— *bat  with  Respect  to  the  new  Continental  it 
appears  to  as  to  deserve  the  most  serioos  Consideration. 
We  are  respectfally  Gent. 

year  Obdt  Hbbl.  S. 
/nibne J;— Janr  15^  1781. 


Pres.  Reed  to  Henry  Hapfa,  Sheriff  of  Berks  Co.,  1781. 

Sir, 

We  have  received  a  Complaint  from  the  Commiasionera  of  the 
Taxes  of  which  the  inclosed  is  a  Copy  &  to  which  we  expect  yoar 
Answer  as  soon  as  may  be.  It  will  be  extremely  disagreeable  to  as 
to  hear  of  any  futnre  Occasions  of  the  Kind  as  it  is  oar  fall  Inten- 
tion to  support  the  Commissioners  in  every  legal  vigoroas  Measore  for 
collecting  the  public  Taxes.  And  we  think  yoa  cannot  render  a  more 
essential  Service  to  the  State  &  the  County  than  a  punctual  Execution 
of  the  Orders  of  the  Board  against  all  Delin<^uents  of  course  yon 
cannot  do  any  Thing  more  acceptable  to  us. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  Obed.  Hbble.  St., 
J.  REED. 
Ind4)r9ed,  Jan^  16,  1781. 
Directed  J 

To  Henry  Haffa,  Esq%  Sheriff  of  Berks. 

Prbs.  Reed  to  Merchants,  &o.,  of  Phil.,  1781. 

The  President  of  the  State  informs  the  Merchants  &  Citizens  to 
whom  he  applied  for  some  Assistance  to  perform  the  Engagements 
with  the  discontented  Soldiery  that  finding  the  Application  not  only 
unacceptable  but  that  it  has  occasioned  Dissatisfaction  &  Charges  of 
assuming  undue  Powers — thinks  it  necessary  to  say  that  as  the 
Measures  have  been  calculated  for  their  Safety  &  publick  (rood  & 
have  in  no  small  Degree  aoswered  those  Purposes,  he  is  sorry  to 
find  Uneasiness  manifested  on  the  Occasion — as  to  the  other  Point 
he  has  done  nothing  which  is  not  consistent  with  the  Laws  of  Gov- 
ernmen|  of  the  State  &  is  ready  to  answer  for  pablick  Conduct 
when  properly  required. — But  to  remove  farther  Complaints  he  now 
wholly  withdraws  bis  Reqoests  of  pecuniary  Assistance  &  will  en- 
deavour to  excuse  the  Non  Performance  of  his  Engagements  as  well 
as  he  can  being,  conscious  of  having  done  every  thing  m  his  Power  to 
settle  this  unhappy  Affair  to  the  best  publick  Advantage  under  all 
Circumstances. 

JOS.  REED. 

IndorKd.—SvLXi^  18, 1781. 
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Col.  Ephraih  Blainb  to  Pres.  of  Congress,  1781. 

Head  Quarters,  New  Windsor, 
19th  Jan^,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  Congress  of  every  oircnmBtanoe 
which  eoncems  the  supplies  of  onr  army  and  my  uneasiness  respect- 
ing them,  I  fear  none  of  the  states  will  come  up  to  their  expectations 
and  that  many  will  fall  exceedingly  short. — Inclosed  I  send  you  a 
copy  of  a  letter  which  1  received  from  col.  Champion,  it  will  inform 
you  the  expectation  I  have  from  that  state  and  from  many  others 
similar  information—- those  fiiilures  of  supplies  will  one  day  or  other 
be  attended  with  the  most  fatal  consequences,  to  prevent  which  I  beg 
Congress  to  write  the  most  pressing  letters  to  each  of  the  states  to 
use  every  possible  exertion  in  procuring  the  provisions  required 
with  punctuality.  I  expect  shortly  to  have  returns  of  all  state  sup- 
plies  furnished  last  year  and  shaU  transmit  them  to' Congress  the 
moment  I  have  it  in  my  power. 

Thd  troops  at  West  Point  and  those  cantoned  in  the  neighboui^ 
hood  have  been  some  time  upon  scant  allowance  of  bread  and  the 
present  appearances  gave  me  very  little  hope  of  a  seasonable  supply 
of  beef  cattle,  we  have  no  fresh  upon  hand  and  the  troops  are  now 
fed  upon  what  little  corned  and  sal  ted, beef  I  had  laid  up  for  spring  use 
whioh  is  not  more  than  twenty  days  support.  If  our  situation  is  such 
in  the  most  plentiful  season  of  the  year  and  when  our  magaaitiea 
ouffht  to  be  filled  with  salt  provisions,  I  leave  your  excellency  to 
judge  what  it  must  be  the  next  campaign  when  three  times  the 
number  of  men  are  in  the  field,  the  consequence  must  undoubtedly 
be  their  dissolution  for  want  of  subsistence — without  the  states  use 
fourfold  exertions  in  tatoilitating  their  respective  purchases  in  due 
time.  I  find  a  very  great  loss  will  arise  upon  all  the  cattle  which 
are  reoeired  with  the  army— and  although  i  have  taken  every  pre- 
caution and  adopted  every  judicious  measure  to  have  proper  estimates 
they  are  all  laid  much  too  high — ^those  whioh  I  have  had  slaughtered 
under  the  directions  of  careful  people  have  lost  one-fifth  upon  their 
estimated,  weight  The  Drovers  had  it  not  in  their  power  to  make 
proper  provision  of  forage  for  the  cattle  upon  the  communication 
which  will  add  some  to  the  loss  of  beef  upon  the  cattle  which. have 
been  drove  late  in  the  season. 

The  troops  have  been  destitute  of  rum  ever  since  they  came  into 
winter  quarters.     There  is  about  70  Hds.  at  Springfield  but  I  h^e 
not  the  least  hope  of  getting  it  brought  forward  before  the  spring. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect 

your  Excellencys  most  obd^  hble.  serv* 

EPHRAIM  BLAINE. 
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Lbwib  Fabhek  to  V.  P.  Moobx,  178L 

Continental  Ferry,  Janoary  19th,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  take  the  fihertj  to  Inform  jon  that  Nine  hundred  and  forty 
Men  are  pay'd  of  an  received  their  Gloathing,  shall  &11  mnch  ahorl^ 
•a  the  line  oonsiBts  of  at  Least  Two  Thousand  Eight  hundred  men, 
be  pleased  therefore  to  send  me  as  soon  as  possible  One  thousand  yds. 
of  Cloth,  six  Bolts  of  Qsnabmgs,  (burge)  Eight  hundred  shirts  and 
Eight  hundred  pr.  of  shoes,  the  men  get  their  Bischai^ges  veiy  last, 
should  the  Clothing  be  detained,  the  Men  must  likewise,  and  of 
oourse  all  Business,  which  may  be  attended  with  bad  Consequences. 
His  Excellency  the  president  Stop  last  Evening  at  my  Quarters, 
and  desired  me  to  inform  you  of  this,  I  have  an  Ezpeotation  of  Re- 
ceiving some  shoes  and  shirts  from  Princeton,  which  Qeneral  Wayne 
left  there,  there  are  three  peioes  of  Oreen  Broad  Cloath  at  my  house 
belonging  to  a  Oentelman  in  St.  Eustatiusy  they  come  at  1^2  6  pr. 
yd.,  if  you  think  fit  you  may  have  them.  Mr.  Bieble  who  tends 
the  store  will  receive  the  Goods  and  pack  them,  their  are  Boxes 
ready  made. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo 

your  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  servant, 

LEWIS  FARMER, 

Oomys^  Clothing. 
Directed^ 

To  The  Honorable  William  Moore,  Esq',  Vice  President,  Phila- 
delphia. 


GoL.  Dak.  Baodhbad  to  Pbss.  Bsbd,  1781. 

Fort  Pitt,  Jan'y  22-*,  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  30^  ultimo,  and  am  veiy 
thankful  for  the  Contents. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inclose  a  list  of  Bonds,  Notes,  &c.,*  lato 
the  property  of  a  Tory  Ross,  who  was  formerly  an  agent  at  this 
plaoe  to  the  King  of  'Britain's  Contractors,  and  deserted  from  his 
parole.  I  am  informed  that  his  Estate  is  worth  near  ten  Thoosand 
pounds  in  specie,  and  that  it  will  enure  to  the  benefit  of  oor  State. 
Jtf'  Will*  Wilson,  a  few  days  ago,  wrote  me  that  he  had  under* 
taken  to  furnish  my  Troops  with  one  hundred  Head  of  Cattle,  upoa 
private  contract  and  with  private  money.  This  account,  as  there 
was  no  other  prospect  of  obtaining  meat,  and  the  Troops  were  suffer- 

*  Not  found. 
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iog  for  want  of  ifc,  whilst  we  weie  soarcelj  sapplied  with  Floar^  waa 
flattenagy  k  oheered  the  drooping  Spirits  of  both  officers  &  men. 
Bat  as  meat  coald  not  be  purchased  on  aocoant  of  the  great  scarcitj 
on  this  side  the  mountain,  M'  Wilson  immediately  proceeded  to  the 
Sonih  Branch  of  the  Powtomack^  to  perform  the  Contract.  And 
now  I  haye  the  mortification  to  be  informed  by  his  Brother,  who  is 
just  arrived  from  Old  Town,  that  a  prohibitory  Law  of  the  Stats  of 
Virginia  will  preyent  his  getting  the  Cattle  he  may  hare  purchased 
for  consumption  here. 

I  sincerely  wish  there  was  no  occasion  to  trouble  you  with  a  further 
tale  of  misfortune.  But  as  the  United  States  in  general,  and  our 
State  in  particular^  are  immediately  interested  in  retaining  in  this 
District,  all  the  Grain  that  has  been  raised  in  it ;  it  might  appear 
criminal  in  me  were  I  to  remain  silent  respecting  certain  instructions 
lately  sent  by  Oovernor  Jefferson  for  the  purchase  of  200,000,  Ra- 
tions on  this  side  the  mountains,  for  the  use  of  the  Troops  under 
Col«  Clark,  for  which  purpose  he  has' already  advanced  300,000 
pounds,  and  promises  to  furnish,  upon  the  first  notice,  any  further 
Sum  that  may  be  necessary  too(Hnpleat  the  payment  of  that  purchase. 
Because  this  contract,  together  with  the  Consumption  of  multitudes 
of  emigrants  arrived  &  expected  in  this  District,  (chiefly  to  avoid 
militia  Duty  and  Taxes)  will  scarcely  leave  a  pound  of  Flour  for  the 
Regular  or  other  Troops  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  employ,  either 
offensively  or  defensively,  against  the  Enemy,  for  the  D^ence  of 
this  part  of  the  Frontier  Settlements. 

It  seems  the  State  of  Yir^nia  is  now  preparing  to  acquire  more 
extensive  territory,  by  sending  a  great  body  of  men  under  Col* 
(whom  they  intend  to  raise  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier)  Clark,  to  attempt 
the  reduction  of  Detroit  I  have  hitherto  been  encouraged  to  flatter 
myself,  that  I  should,  sooner  or  later,  be  enabled  to  reduce  that 
place ;  But  it  seems  the  United  States  cannot  furnish  either  Troops 
or  resources  for  the  purpose,  but  the  State  of  Virginia  can. 

A  Grand  Council  of  British  and  other  Savages  is  now  holding  at 
Detroit,  and  I  am  informed  they  are  premeditating  a  descent  on  this 
post ;  and  as  I  cannot  rely  on  a  private  Contract,  which  may  or  may 
not  be  made,  as  shall  best  suit  the  Contractors,  and  it  is  at  most 
insufficient^  This  and  the  other  circumstances  I  have  mentioned, 
have  induced  me  to  send  M'  Duncan,  (Colo*  Blaine's  Deputy)  to 
apply  for  money  to  purchase  &  lay  in  provisions  for  the  Troops  that 
are  or  may  be  under  my  Command,  if  possible,  belfore  Spring,  so  that, 
if  I  should  be  unfortunate  enough  not  to  be  sufficiently'reinforced  to 
enable  me  to  pursue'some  hostile  measures  against  the  Enemy,  I  may 
not  be  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  shamefully  abandoning 
posts  of  the  first  consequence  committed  to  my  care,  and  suffering 
the  already  much  distressed  Inhabitants  to  be  slaughtered  by  the 
merciless  Savages  &  their  abettors. 

The  Soldiers  are  almost  naked,  and  will  not  have  a  rag  to  cover 
their  nakedness  by  the  first  of  March.     I  conceive  it  will  be  very 
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diScalifbrme  toqniei  them mnob  kmger.  It  ktroe  tfaejkaTe  had 
ft  pietty  competent  share  <tf  elothiag;  But  as  the  sevend  8tdf 
DepartmeDts  here  hare  bees  aad  stili  are  dettitate  of  monej  to  hire 
a  single  Artifieery  Labeoreri  or  Fatigaeinaii  in  the  Conntj,  and  eon- 
seqaently  Soldiera  have  been  oonstanUj  employed  bj  them,  thej  neees* 
sanly  wear  ont  their  Clothing  b  half  the  time  they  wonld  in  eommon 
Ser^oe.  As  to  my  own  ^^,  not  a  single  Hanting  Shht  €(t  a 
blanket  worth  a  shilling  has  been  fbmished  itsinee  I  IdEl  Laneaster. 

As  M'  Donean  will  probably  have  to  make  his  pnrehaaea  of  Cattle 
in  Virginia,  I  hope  the  Hon'ble  Congress  will  prevent  the  eompalaory 
Law  I  have  mentioned  from  taking  them  ont  of  his  Hands. 

Conld  a  quantity  of  Indian  GkKids  k  trinkets  be  jprooored,  aad 
sent  under  the  denomination  of  A  with  the  Soldiers'  Clothiog  aaily 
in  the  Spring,  there  wonld  be  little  Danger  of  their  safii  arriTaL 
And  they  would  answer  a  most  valuable  purpose,  without  any  con* 
siderable  ezpenee  to  the  States,  as  the  profits  oi  those  which  mi^t 
be  bartered  for  furr  k  peltry  would  nearly  defray  the  Expence  of 
presents  or  rewards  made  to  sueh  Indians  as  might  be  reteined  in 
service,  and  without  these,  it  can  scarcely  be  ezpeeted  thai  any  of 
them  will  remun  in  our  Intmest. 

The  whole  of  my  Force  is  reduced  to  about  300  Rank  A  file,  many 
of  which  are  unfit  for  the  Service,  And  it  is  probable  that  the  9^ 
Virg*  Beg*  and  GaptP  Heth's  Company,  altho'  chiefly  composed  of 
PensilvaDians  will  be  ordered  to  join  the  Virg*  Line,  aad  that  the 
Maryland  Corps  will  likewise  be  ordered  to  join  that  line.  Then 
none  but  my  Beg^,  reduced  to  about  100  rank  A  file,  A  Capt*  Creig's 
artillery  about  20  men,  will  be  left  to  (Jainson  these  posts.  Under 
these  ciroumstaDces,  should  no  reinforcement  arrive  early  in  the 
Spring,  nor  provisions  be  made  for  the  Troops,  and  these  Oarrisons 
fail  into  the  Hands  of  the  Enemy,  after  all  the  just  A  faithful  repre- 
sentations I  have  made  to  my  Superiors  of  the  want  of  Force  and 
provisions,  tc  enable  me  to  punish  the  Enemy  and  render  my  Country 
that  Service  which  was  expected ;  I  trust  I  shall  atand  acquitted  of 
every  imputation  of  the  want  of  Vigilance,  of  inattention  A  n^eet^ 
before  Qod  &  man. 

I  have  never  been  furnished  with  goods  of  any  kind,  nor  a  penny 
of  money  to  enable  me  to  transact  Business  with  the  Indians ;  neither 
has  any  person  been  appointed  to  take  the  trouble  of  them  off  my 
Hands.  And  yet,  if  I  can  serve  my  Country,  I  shall  be  happy; 
but  it  is  necessary  I  should  be  supported,  and  a  little  hard  money 
to  give  rewards  to  partisans  will  be  highly  expedient 

Ibe  Indian  Captains  sppointed  by  the  British  Commandant  at 
Detroit,  are  clothed  in  the  most  elegant  manner,  and  have  many 
valuable  presents  made  them.  The  CaptMus  I  have  Commissioned 
Dy  authority  of  Congress  are  naked,  and  receive  nothing  but  a  litUe 
Whiskey,  for  which  they  are  reviled  by  the  Induns  in  general:  So 
that,  unless  a  change  of  System  is  introduced,  I  must  expect  to  see 


•U  InduoB  m  favor  of  Britain,  in  spite  of  eyery  .ddres  ui\ny  power. 
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I  tear  I  have  trespassed  upon  yonr  patience;  bat  yon'U  please  to 
ezoase  toe.  I  have  never  kept  a  thing  Secret  from  yon  whitsh  yon 
onght  to  knoW;  or  were  interested  in.  Your  patriotism  &  Gandour, 
as  Well  as  yonr  Station,  command  my  most  perfect  respect  &  warmest 
wishes,  whilst  I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  the  utmost  sincerity, 
Dear  Sir,  your  most  obed*  Serv*; 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 

Poslseript 

If  I  can  obtain  leaye  from  his^zcelFcy  the  commander  in  chief  for 
a  few  weeksf  absence,  I  promise  myself  the  Honor  of  waiting  upon 
you  early  in  next  March.  I  do  not  mean  by  this  proposed  leave  to 
serve  myself  but  the  public,  by  making  my  ideas  of  miUtary  opera- 
tions in  this  Country  better  understood  by  Conversation,  than  I  am 
able  to  do  by  writing. 

I  have  wrote  to  Gov'  Jefferson  respeoting  his  Instmctions  to  hid 
Comm'y,  and  assured  him  that  I  should  not  consider  myself  at  liberty 
to  suffer  the  transportation  of  Pri>viBions  out  of  this  Bktriet,  tmtiU 
I  received  instructions  from  the  proper  authority. 

If  Ooods  or  Specie  could  be  famished  to  pay  the  Moravian  In^ans 
for  Cattle  &  Swine,  a  very  considerable  quantity  could  be  procured 
from  thence,  at  a  reasonable  rate,  which  will  otherwise  be  drove  to 
the  Enemy  at  Detroit.  The  Bearer,  too,  is  a  proper  person  to  be 
entrusted. 


Fbbs.  Rsed  to  Bepresbntatives,  1781. 

Philada.  Jany.  28, 1781. 
Gent. 

The  unhappy  discontent  which  has  appeared  in  the  Pennsylvania 
line  and  the  critical  situation  of  public  affairs  render  it  of  great 
importance,  that  the  Oeneral  Assembly  should  be  punctual  in  their 
meeting  according  to  adjournment.  The  members  of  your  county 
are  therefore  earnestly  requested  to  attend  accordingly. 
I  am  with  great  respect, 

Your  moat  obedt  Servant, 

J.  REED,  Prest. 

To  Isaac  Meason,  Samuel  Sloan  &  David  Semple  Esq.  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  county  of  Westmoreland. 

Note.  A  similar  letter  to  John  Burd  Esqr.  to  be  communicated 
to  his  colleague  J.  Powell,  Esq. 
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Col.  Thomas  Pboctoe  to  P&^.  Beep,  1781. 

Philada,  Janouy  23d,  17«I. 
Gentlemen, 

As  many  non-commissioned  Officers  and  tfatross's  belon^ii^  to  tb« 
Artillery  of  ttuA  Commonwealth,  have  nnjostly  ayaild  ^emseWea 
through  a  Proclamation  of  His  Excellency  the  GoTemor ;  denaed 
to  qnell  the  insnrreotion  among  the  Troopa  of  tiie  Pensigrlvuua 
Lin»— Hate  taken  an  Oath  they  were  entered  bntfcr  tliree  yean, 
or  during  the  War;  and  are  thereby  discharged  the  service. 

By  the  tenor  ai  the  aforesaid  Prodamation  a  Field  oflioer  from, 
each  B^iment  was  directed  to  attend  a  committee  of  your  Honour- 
able Hoose  at  Trenton  with  the  Enlistments  of  the  Soldiers  in  order 
that  justice  might  be  done  to  the  complainants,  My  Hea  knowing 
the  Tenor  of  tMr  enlistments  being  for  the  war  forcibly  preiraDted 
my  prodnoing  them.  And  whereas  the  major  part  of  the  BegjLment 
is  now  present  in  the  city»  consisting  mostly  of  these  men  who  asa 
too  honourable  to  declare  off;  gives  me  an  opportnni^  of  doing 
essential  service  to  the  State»by  producing  their  enlistments  whieS 
cannot  admit  of  an  equivocation* 

My  wish  is  thtfefore  in  order  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  these 
Men  for  future  complaints^  and  to  show  with  what  justice  their 
services,  are  demanded ;  that  two  Gentlemen  be.appointed  by  yon  as 
judges  while  the  matter  is  investigated  between  those  Men  and  the 
State.  To  delay  this  matter  much  longer  will  be  attended  with  bad 
consequences,  as  many  men  of  my  ^giment  as  well  as  of  others 
have  entered  themselves  on  Board  of  Vessels  in  this  Harbonr  and  is 
hourly  expected  to  sail  if  not  prevented  by  an  order  from  your 
Honorable  House.  I  wait  your  further  orders  and  directions,,  and 
am  Honoured  Sirs  with  due  regard, 
Tour  most  obedient. 

Humble  Servt    > 

THO.  PKOOTOB, 
Col  P.  Artilerey. 
Directed, 
The  Honourable  the  Su^eme  Executive  Council  of  the  common 

wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


Gen.  James  Pottsk  io  Pkbs.  BeeDi  1781. 

Trents,  Januy.  24th,  1781.    . 
Sir, 

We  have  settled  with  eight  of  the  Begt.  Including  Procters 
Artilerey — when  they  are  Sober  they  are  much  Better  natured  than 
they  were-*ire  have  had  a  Bangale  once  a. day  until!  yesterday, — 
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V6  S<0t#in^  more  a»em  jtslerdty  Mt  of  tb%  B^vemkli  aid  nmeli 
better  Tenpered  thaa  thaj  formerly  were. 

General  Wayne  Informed  ns  last  evining  that  Majer  Barrie  kad 
Men  two  Slkr)ant8ol  the  Jaraey  line  who  enfermed  htm  that  about 
400  men  of  that  line  had  marched  off  from  Prineeton  to  Morriatowa 
and  Seemed  onr  two  pieces  of  Gannon  that^were  left  and  taken  off 
to  Chatham  and  were  following  the  worthey  Example  of  the  pea^ 
eylyania  line. 

I  hope  in  about  eight  days  we  shall  haye  the  plesure  of  seeing 
yon  in  the  City. 
'  I  am  your  Excellency; 

Humble  Seryant| 

JAS.  POTTER. 
P.  S.  I  do  not  Belfye  the  Report  of  the  Jersey  line. 
JHrectedf 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esqr.  Philadelphia,     x 


Pbes.  Bbed  to  Dblb^atss  in  Cohobbss,  1781. 

Gkntlemen, 

The  Non  Payment  of  tbo  Interest  due  to  Persons  who  haye  put 
their  Honey  into  the  Loan  Offioe  of  this  State  occasions  inst  &  general 
Uneasiness,  &  unless  some  Redress  is  giyen  must  soon  be  proauotiye 
of  yery  dbagreeabk  Consequences.  Thmre  is  ai  present  a  yigorous 
Oolleoiioa  of  puUick  Taxes  in  this  State,  &  many  who  haye  aeoooi- 
modated  the  pnbliok  with  their  Money  at  the  Request  of  Congress, 
haye  bad  thebr  Goods  seised  &  distmined  while  the  Interest  of  their 
Certificates  is  unpaid. — ^We  should  be  glad  to  conftr  with  you  on 
this  important  Sabjeet  to  morrow  at  11  •Clock,  A  am 

Gentlemen  wiA  Respect  &  Regard, 

your  Obed.  HbbL  Senr., 
J.  B. 
Indonedf 

January  24thy  1781. 


SXCRBTABT  MaTLACE  TO  DaVIB  DbSHLBR,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  Janr  24, 1781. 
Sir, 

Your  letter  to  Cot  Morgan,  mentioning  the  application  of  CoV 
Butler  to  you  for  proyisions  for  the  Garrison  under  his  Command 
at  Wyoming,  has  been  laid  before  the  Council.  Orders  on  the  sub* 
jeet  haye  been  giyen  to  CoU  Morgan,  which,  no  doubt,  he  has  trans* 
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milted  to  y<m.  I  am  ordered  by  the  Piesideai  &  CoBiieil  to  denre 
that  joa  wiil  send  to  the  Plresident  the  Original,  letter  written  to 
yon  by  Gol>  Bntler. 

I  mast  request  yon  will  not  delay  to  do  this  a  moment  b^ond  tiie 
irst  safe  opportanity,  as  that  letter  is  now  wanted  here.  It  will  be 
proper  for  yon  to  keep  an  exact  copy  of  it  in  your  hands  lest  the 
original  should  miscarry. 

I  am  with  great  respect^ 

your  most  ob*  servanti 

T.  M. 
Sec'y* 
Direetedf 

To  David  Deshler,  Commissioner  of  purobases  for  the  county  of 
Northampton. 


Joseph  Dbah  a:o  Y.  P.  Moobb,  1781. 

Continental  Ferry,  Jan'y  24«  1781. 
Sir, 

I  ariy'd  here  this  morning  after  a  Tory  disagreeable  ride,  thro' 
exceeding  bad  Roads.  Col.  Farmer  will  want  at  least  1000  yds.  5 
or  I  Cloth,  6  krge  bolts  Oznaburgs,  800  Shirts,  800  pair  Shoes,  150 
doa.  small  Buttons,  100  doz.  large  ditto,  &  6*  thread,  if  these  Aitidea 
are  not  on  the  Road  now,  we  shall  be  entirely  out  of  all  Cloathing  to 
morrow,  and  I'm  afraid  the  Soldiers  will  begin  to  be  very  troublesome^ 
you  will  therefore  please  to  Consider  our  Critical  situation  at  this 
place.  Its  with  great  concern  I  have  to  inform  you  of  the  revolt 
of  the  Jersey  Line,  they  are  posted  near  Chatham  with  two^iecea 
Artilery  in  a  very  advantageous  Situation  to  defend  themselves,  the 
Bearer  can  inform  you  more  of  this  than  I  can  possibly  write  you. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  very  humb.  Serv., 

JOS.  DEAN. 
Directed^ 

Honble  William  Moore,  Esq%  Vice  President  State  Pennsy% 
Philad-. 

*  See  page  702,  &Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  596. 
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TflOMAB  Scott  to  P&bs.  Bebd,  1781. 

Weatmorelandy  January  24th)  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  often  done  myself  the  pleaaar  of  writing  to  yon  since  I  ]eft 
Philadelphia,  and  have  given  yoa  aoconnt  of  the  several  different 
appearances  which  the  affairs  of  thia  Country  have  from  time  to  lime 
made  since  that  date;  hot  know  not  if  any  were  so  fortunate  aa  to 
reach  your  b^nd. 

I  have  be«i  big  with  expectation  of  the  line  between  us  and  Vir- 
ginia being  shortly  run,  and  that  dispute  finally  settled;  but  begin 
to  think  I  shall  be  disappointed.  A  member  ox  the  Virginia  assem- 
bly,  who  lately  arrived  here  from  Biohmond,  assures  me  that  that 
Government  knows  nothing  of  our  agreement  with  their  conditions, 
but  what  they  set  from  the  public  Newspapers:  and  moreover 
shewed  me  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  10th  of  last  October,  which 
appears  to  Intimate  what  congress  designs  to  do  with  the  Land  that 
may  be  ceded  to  the  united  states,  pursuant  to  a  recommendation  of 
the  6th  of  September.  From  which,  and  for  as  much  as  they  bad 
no  official  intiligence  of  pennsylvanias  agreement  with  them,  he 
argues  that  it  is  not  to  be  expected,  and  further  that  if  it  should  be 
offered  it  must  not  be  suffered,  because  if  the  unappropriated  parts 
of  the  country  are  relinquished  to  Congress,  we  must  go  with  it,  or 
Elce  we  shall  remain  a  people  dependant  on  Pennsylvania,  Bemote 
in  situation,  different  in  Interests,  few  in  number,  and  forever  pre- 
vented of  future  groiM^h,  and  conciquently  Oovemed  by  Laws  (as 
good  as  wholly)  made  by  those  whose  Interest  is  totally  different 
from  ours. 

This  sir  is  said  to  be  Nervous  reasoning,  and  has  not  failed  of 
making  its  impression  on  the  minds  of  many,  in  so  much  that  I 
think  the  states  of  Penn*,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  and  Congress  too, 
will  shortly  see  Memorials  on  the  subject  For  my  own  part  I  want 
Information,  and  for  that  end  beg  your  Excellencies  answer  to  the 
following  queries,  with  such  other  Information  as  you  may  pleas  to 
favour  me  with.  1st,  dos  Congress  Expect  any  land  off  rennsylva* 
nia  7  2d,  do  they  mean  by  the  promised  reimbursements  to  pay  a 
just  proportion  of  the  sum  due  the  proprietary  family  as  well  as 
other  expence  f  8d,  will  the  state  come  into  the  measur  ?  4  th,  will 
penn"  let  all  the  settlements  on  the  Western  waters  go  with  or  be 
part  of  what  they  will  relinquidi  ?  If  the  two  first  are  in  the  affirma- 
tive, and  the  whole  plan  calculated,  as  it  appears  to  be,  to  brine  the 
states  into  a  firmer  bond  of  union  than  they  at  present  are,  I  can 
•Xutertaia  but  littell  doubt  of  the  third.  And  if  the  fourth  is  in  the 
affirmative  also,  I  believe  it  will  meet  but  very  few  objections  on 
this  side  the  mountains ;  but  should  the  unsetled  part  of  penusyl- 
vanias  daim  Be  relinquished,  and  the  settclments  Retained,  the 
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people  iroald  Certainly  think  4faem8elTea  Intolemblj  a|^rievod«  Qite 
up  all  and  let  n«  take  onr  ehaDoe,  or  kbep  all  aftd  let  va  grow  to  be 
a  considerable  part  of  jon,  is  the  orj  of  manj.  Others  say  let  ns 
by.  Dece  <Qnt  of  opeaitton  foree  these  atates  to  relinqnish  ns  to  oon- 
gfiess  (on  the  present  recommendation)  whose  procrastinated  qnami 
abont  oar  country  hath  hang  as,  our  wires,  Children  and  LiTing  op 
an  easy  pray  to  the  saTages  these  so  many  years,  the  settlement 
whereof  hatl^  in  'SO  many  instances  been  totally  negleeted,  and  a4 
best  considered  as  a  mere  by  bnsness,  wbich  will  at  one  tinke  so- 
eoaeile  all  omr  Teritorial  cUffereneee^  and  Inable  ns  lo  exert  oar 
united  strength  against  our  common  enemy.  A  third  class  seem  to 
wut  the  saooess  of  a  memorial  which  was  drawn  up  at  this  January 
Term  and  signed  by  a  fsw  of  those  present  at  court,  respecting  the 
price  of  oar  land,  and  will  be  oarryed  down  by  Mr.  Measoa,  one  of 
our  representatiTes,  and  shonM  that  Memorial  be  unsaooessfall,  I  do 
not  think  there  is  many,  perhaps  not  ten  men  on  this  eide  the 
mountains,  that  would  not  lift  arms  against  the  state.  ThiB  is  the 
present  situation  of  this  country,  all  in  eonfasTon  and  destmetioD, 
helpless  for  want  of  G-ovemraent,  and  exposed  to  the  dayly  Inrodes 
of  the  sayage  tribes. 

Altho  the  jurisdiction  of  Virginia  sUlI  retains  sufficient  strength 
to  distress  an  Individual,  on  behalf  of  a  fiivoarate,  yet  it  is  so  te 
shaken  that  it  is  totally  unable  to  command  the  senriees  of  Its  sub- 
.  jeots  in  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  the  jurisdietion  of  Penn*  is 
not  yet  extended  amongst  them,  nor  can  it  be  as  matters  now  stand. 
The  subjects  of  Pennsyhrania  Revolt  at  the  Idea  of  being  subjected 
to  double  and  Threefold  duty,  whilst  their  next  neighbour,  on  the 
right  hand  and  on  the  left,  are  not  compellable  to  do  any  thing,  and 
a  few  weeks  will  bring  that  season  of  the  year  when  we  may  expect 
the  Indians  amongst  us.  Oar  condition  is  realy  deplorable,  for 
6ods  sake,  dear  sir  Interest  yourself  in  having  flome  thing  done  that 
may  put  an  end  to  the  present  destraotions  of  this  country. 

No  doobt  council  have  some  good  reason  for  not  communicating  the 
late  a|preement  with  Virgi**  proposals  to  tiitt  Oovemmcnt  before  now 
(if  it  IS  true  that  they  have  not)  if  it  is  that  all  is  to  be  relinquiriied 
to  the  Continent,  as  is  portended,  and  by  which  oeation  of  new^oon- 
fdsion  has  been  found,  I  wish  to  god  it  was  done.  If  any  thing  Eloe 
I  wish  how  soon  it  could  be  removed  and  the  countty  assured  of 
what  they  are  to  expeot.  And  in  the  mene  time  I  Judge  it  rather 
Imprudent  for  me  (after  all  thats  passed)  to  Intermeddle  moeh  in 
4he  politics  of  this  country ;  but  wishes  sincerely  that  the  state  may 
Eather  hold  all  its  claims  on  the  Western  waters,  or  give  all  up, 
that  this  country  which  appears  so  naturally  eonnectdl,  may  not 
saffer  any  political  division  that  oan  be  avoided* 

Two  or  three  other  questions  of  high  consequence  to  ihis  conn^ 
occors  to  me,  which  I  beg  your  answer  to.  first  is  Whether  one, 
two  or  more  jostices  inqniring  of  a  forcible  entry  and  detainer  by  « 
}«ry  of  twenty  four,  under  the  statutes  be  a  L^gal  preceeding  in 
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PenflBjIvaDia,  and  if  it  is  w&etlier  tbd  InqubitioD  8o  formd  may  bb 
set  aside' by  motion  in  the  sessions,  and  writ  of  restitntion  awarded, 
and  whether  any  apeal  Lies  to  the  sessions  in  snoh  ease,  if  not,  what  - 
is  the  proper  mode  for  the  party  agrieved  by  such  motion  and  writ 
thereon  awarded,  to  Obtain  redress.  Lastly  whether  possessions  of 
Land  gained  by  judgments  on  default  in  the  Virginia  courts,  (ovin 
altho  the  party  against  whom  the  judg^  is,  may  for  some  time  nave 
acknowledged  himself  a  subject  of  their  usurpation,  rather  than  run 
the  risque  of  refusing  it)  are  to  be  held  by  such  Judgment,  till  the 
title  is  tryed,  or  may  they  be  conceded  and  proceeded  in  as  forceable 
entrys. 

These  questions  exactly  state  the  case  of  the  bearer  hereof,  Mr. 
Joseph  Jones,  who  is  a  great  suffarer  at  present  by  that  artch  apostite 
Dorsey  penticost,  who  hath  been  the  very  person,  who  inyegled 
and  fritned  hundreds  into  subjection  to  that  usurpation,  and  this  m** 
Jones  amongstf  the  rest,  for  a  while,  altho  he  had  come  to  dare  to 
denjr  their  Jurisdiction  before  the  Judgment  was  had  agaiUst  him, 
and  yet  this  same  penticost,  the  second,  and  next  to  Gonely,  in  aU 
the  mischiefs  that  hath  befalen  this  country,  has  adress  enough,  and 
influance  enough,  on  some  of  our  weak  headed  Magastrates  to  make 
them  beliere  that  all  those  who  ever  acknowledged  the  jurisdiotioA 
of  Virginia  are  bound  by  the  determination,  altho  they  may  have 
denyed  it  before  the  matter  was  determined,  and  that  the  late 
agreetuent  between  the  two  states  secures  all  this  &o.  and  his  money, 
and  smiles,  proeures  some  of  our  little  pettyfoging  Lawyers  to  preaok 
the  same  doctrin,  &o.,  Ac.,  on  all  which  and  for  the  sake  of  justice  I 
beg  you  will  set  the  said  Mr.  Jones,  and  Mr.  Hoofnagle,  who  wiH 
be  with  him,  on  the  right  tract  in  this  case,  and  fieivoar  me  with 
your  Ezplicite  answer  to  these  queries,  for  the  fitter  braefit  of  this 
county.  I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect,  your 
Excellencies  most  obedient  and  very  humb.  servant, 

THOMAS  BCOTT* 


Pbbs.  Rebd  to  Samubl  Lyon,  1781.  « 

«r. 

The  Bendesvons  of  the  4*^'  Begiment  of  Infantry  of  thb  State  is 
•9f(p9baM  at  Carlisle  &  as  Meat  will  be  necessary  as  well  as  Flour 
for  tkeir  Support  yon  will  extend  vour  Purchases  to  that  Article — 
We  know  not  what  to  say  ma  to  Money  the  Treasury  being  kept  in 
80  exhausted  a  State  all  the  Counties  being  deficient  &  I  am  sorry 
to  say  Cumberland  County  in  a  particular  Manner.  Pray  exert 
yoonelf  with  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Ooanty  to  ooUeot  the  Taxes  & 
then  we  shall  be  »ble  to  de  something  satisfaotory  in  the  Way  of 
Payment  to  those  who  furnish  Supplies.    The  late  Mutiny  in  the 
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Pemw^lTanU  line  may  be  mneh  aaeribed  to  ihe  Defiden^.^f  Taxes 
bj  which  the  tioopa  have  been  unpaidj  unfed  &  onoloath'd. 
I  am  Sir^ 

Your  Obed.  Hbble  Sorr., 

JOS.  RBEB, 

President 
Jndorsedy 

Janaarj  26^,  1781.    To  Samuel  Lyon  Gomm'  of  Purohases  in 
ComberlMid  Goanty. 


Pebs.  Bbbd  to  Caph.  MrrcHSLL,  1781. 

Bir, 

It  10  with  great  Satia&otion  we  have  heard  that  agreeable  to  a 
Besolntion  of  Oongrees  Oen>  Washington  has  appointed  yon  to  the 
Oommand  of  the  QarriBOB  at  Wyoming.  As  a  disputed  Territory 
between  two  States  we  have  no  doubt  you  will  observe  an  impartial 
k  disinterested  Attention  to  your  Trust  &  rectify  the  Abuses  wbieh 
have  long  prevaUed  at  that  Place  while  under  an  interested  Com- 
mander. These  were  principally  encouraging  Settlers  of  all  Chanuv 
ters  A  Denominations  to  ooonpy  the  disputed  Lands  contrary  to  the 
Lettor  k  Spirit  of  the  endoeed  Resolution  of  Congress — ^And  secondly 
distributinff  Supplies  ostensibly  for  the  Garrison  to  sach  Settlers 
under  the  Denomination  of  Officers  &  Soldiers.  You  &  your  People 
will  doubtless  be  tempted  by  Offers  of  Ijtnd  &  other  Artifices  to 
engage  you  in  their  Interests  &  favour  their  Views  which  are  to 
strengthen  themselves  in  Number  and  Possession  so  as  when  Occasion 
serves  to  substitute  Force  instead  of  Bight— Hence  our  Overttires 
to  submit  the  Dispute  to  the  Decision  of  Congress  agreeable  to  the 
Articles  of  Confederation  which  both  States  have  ac^ed  to,  have 
been  declined'  without  assignins  even  a  plausible  Beasog.  They 
have  hitherto  had  sufficient  Address  to  support  those  Interested  at 
the  Ezpence  of  the  United  States  bat  the  Eyes  of  the  Bepresentatives 
are  at  length  opened  &  led  to  this  Change  of  Command  in  which  we 
have  great  Confidence  that  you  will  not  only  keep  yourself  disengaged 
from  any  interested  Connections  with  those  People  but  as  &r  as  pos- 
sible preserve  yonr  Men  from  becoming  Parties  in  a  Dispute  which 
can  never  be  brought  to  a  fair  &  just  Diseosdon  without  dsetroyiag 
the  absurd  and  disingenuous  Claims  of  ConnectioQt  Sensible  of  the 
Abases  practised  at  the  Post  we  refused  to  permit  Supplies  to  pass 
untill  they  were  rectified  but  as  we  are  now  fully  satisfod  with  the 
Arrangement  made  I  enclose  you  a  Letter  to  Col.  Hunter  Lieutenant 
of  Northttmberland  ft  to  our  Commissioner  there  directing  them  to 
forward  all  necessary  Supelies  to  that  Post  as  heretofore.  You  will 
send  us  down  Betums  or  your  Strength  from  Time  to  Time  that 
suitable  ft  sufficient  Supplies  may  be  procured.    And  wc  hope  you 
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will  «zeH  ycmnielf  with  respect  to  the  enclosea  Besolation  of 
OoBgras  which  has  hitherto  heen  little  vegarded,  by  making  doe 
inquiry  of  all  new  Settlers  &  ttsiDg  yoiir  Authority  when  they  oome 
eotttfary  to  Ais  Resolution. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  hear  fr($m  yon  occasionally  &  wishing  you 
an  agneable  &  honourable  Command^ 

I  remain  Sir, 

Tour  Obed.  Hbble  Ser. 
Indorsedf 
January  2&%  1781.    To  Captain  UitcheU  Comm<<  at  Wyoming, 


Vkw.  Beed  to  Col.  Sam.  Huntjsr,  1781. 

Sir, 

The  Hon.  Continental  Congress  having  lately  on  our  Bepresenta« 
tions  passed  a  Besolve  directing  Gen.  Washington  to  prison  the 
Post  at  Wyoming  irith  Troops  of  a  State  indi^rent  to  the  Dispute 
subsisting  between  this  State  &  Connecticut  &  his  Excell'  haying 
agreeable  thereto  ordeied  a  Detachment  of  the  Jersey  Line  under 
Capt.  Mitchell  to  occupy  that  Post  we  now  think  it  our  Duty  to 
revoke  the  order  formerly  given  you  to  stay  the  passing  Provisions  & 
Supplies  from  this  State  and  request  yon  to  give  Capt.  Mitchel  wha 
is  a  Gentleman  of  fair  Character  &  a  good  Officer  all  the  Assistance 
&  Civility  in  your  Power.  As*  we  are  informed  that  there  are  Quan- 
tities of  Provisions  in  that  Country^  we  request  you  to  consult  Capt. 
Mitchel  on  the  Appointment  or  some  Person  to  act  as  Purchaser  at 
Wyoming  and  its  Vicinity  on  Behalf  of  the  State.  As  he  is  to  act 
under  the  State  it  is  needless  to  add  that  he  must  be  a  Person  mdi 
affected  to  its  interests  as  well  as  Trustworthy  in  other  Be«peots. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble  Serv. 

T6  Col.  Hunter,  lieut  of  Northumberland. 
Jnaotsedf 

Jan'y  26«,  1781.  To  Colonel  Samuel  Hunter,  L*  of  Northum* 
County. 


LasuT.  Joseph  Hart  to  Pass.  Bbbd,  1781. 

Jan'J^  y  26%  1781. 
Sir, 

This  Day  two  Weeks  I  wrote  to  Council  to  know  who,  how  or 

when  the  volunteers  or  seven  months'  ipen,  were  to  get  their  pay ; 

but  your  Excellency  being  then  out  of  Town,  the  letter  was  Ivought' 

back  uDOpened :  and  Just  now  fbero  h  two  come  who  say  that  they 

Vol.  VUI.— 31 
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Gtme  ftom  Ton ;  and  that  joa  told  Ottm  yoa  bad  aettt  Oiden  to 
me  to  pay  them.  Tbeae  orders  (if  aoj  anoh)  are  not  jet  eoiM  to 
band ;  and  I  a»at  send  the  poor  J^ellowa  awajTf  aa  I  have,  dona  man j 
othezBy  without  their  Money,  or  wtthoot  bmng  «ble  to  tell  them 
when  or  by  whome  they  are  to  be  paid,  and  thie^  I  find.  Creates 
a  General  nneanness,  which  mnat  be  pernieiona  to  the  xeeniitag 
Service.  If  I  am  to  pay  the  Men,  I  wish  I  had  a  few  days  sooner, 
as  I  faaye  Just  stated  my  Ace*  with  the  State,  and  paid  the  Ballanoe 
to  the  Treasurer. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  the  Breach  in  onr  Army,  and  am  afndd  it 
will  giye  Spirit  and  Yigoure  to  the  Enemy.  This  is  s*  to  be 
occationed  by  bad  pay  and  other  bad  usage,  should  be  glad  to  hear 
the  Particulars  of  this  Mischievous  Business,  and  whether  or  no  the 
Storm  last  Monday  night  hath  done  any  Considerable  damage  to  the 
Yessels  at  the  Wharfes,  or  on  the  Rivers,  as  I  think  it  must  have 
done  some.  It  hath  occationed  great  destruction  to  the  Timber  and 
Fences  in  this  Country,  and  one  House  I  saw  unroofed,  but  no  lives 
lost.    I  am,  Sb,  with  idl  Possible  respect, 

Tour  Excellencies  &  the  Council's 
Most  Obd'  Humble  ServS 

JOSEPH  HART,  Lieui  B.  0. 
Direetedf 

To  His  Bzeellenoy  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  and  the  MembcTB  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania.         ' 


Col.  Sahl.  Milbs  to  Pkbs.  Bebd,  1781. 

Philad*,  Jan'y  27*  1781. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  applyed  to  by  the  Quarter  Master  of  the  second  Regf 
of  the  Pennsy*  Line  for  Billete  for  a  Number  of  Non  Commission^ 
Officers  &  soldierB ;  but  as  the  Order  of  the  Hon^  Council  is  con- 
fiuM  to  the  Officers,  I  canH  look  upon  myself  warrented  in  bilietiag 
private  soldiers  upon  the  Inhabitanto  without  a  special  Order  for 
that  purpose.  I  expected  to  Qaarter  them  in  the  Barracks,  but 
there's  no  part  unoccupied  fit  Jbo  receive  them. 

Indeed,  I  hope  the  Honorable  Council  will  bo  kind  enough  to  put 
this  duty  upon  the  Magistrates  if  any  soldiers  are  to  be  billeted  on 
the  Inhabitento,  as  the  Magistrates  in  their  respective  wards  are 
certoinl^  better  Judaes  than  I  can  possiUy  be  of  the  Situation  of 
the  families  in  their  Neighbourhood. 

I  am  your  Excellencies  most 

Obed*  &  most  numble  Servant, 

SAM'  MILES,  D.  Q.  M.  G. 
Directei, 
Hia  Excellent  Joseph  Reed,  Esq*,  Preside  of  Pennaylvania. 
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Pbi8.  09  CoHQBXss  TO  Pkbs.  Rbbd,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  January  27, 1781. 
Sir, 

Eoolosed  is  a  Oopy  of  a  Letter  from  Col,  Blaioe^'*'  Commissary. 
General,  which  I  am  directed  to  transmit  to  the  several  States  from 
Pennsylvania  to  the  Eastward. 

By  this  you  will  be  informed  of  the  critical  Situation  of  the  Army 
respecting  Provisions  and  other  Supplies. 

Congress  have  no  other  means  on  which  to  place  their  Dependftice 
at  present,  but  a  Compliance  on  the  Part  of  the  States  in  furnishing 
their  respective  Quotas  agreeable  to  former  requisitions  for  that 
Purpose. 

It  is  therefore  most  earnestly  requested,  that  they  use  every  pos- 
sible EzertioD  in  procuring  the  Provisions  &  Supplies  requested  of 
thorn  respectively. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  every  SeDtiment  of  Esteem  &  respect, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
&  most  humble  Servant, 
SAM.  HUNTINGTON. 
President. 
His  Excellency  President  Reed. 


Seo'7  Matlace  to  Col.  Saml.  Miles,  1781. 

PhUadelphia,  Jan'y  29^  1781. 
Sir, 

His  Excellency  the  President  has  laid  before  the  Council  your 
letter  of  the  27  th  ind^-t  The  Council  direct  me  to  inform  you  that, 
Qonsistent  with  their  Orders,  there  will  not  be  in  the  city,  at  any 
tame,  more  than  160  men ;  and  this  number  they  think  there  cannot 
be  a  diflloulty  in  quartering  in  public  buildings,  without  interfering 
with  private  families;  but  if  a  number  should  happen  to  be  in  the 
City  greater  than  can  be  provided  for  in  that  way,  you  will  please 
to  apply  to  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  authority  to  quarter  them. 

I  have  enclosed  to  you  the  Arrangement  of  the  Pennsylvania  line, 
with  the  recruiting  instructions,  by  which  you  will  see  the  places  to 
which  they  are  ordered,  and  you  will  proceed  to  give  divections  for 
ptovidiog  quarters  for  the  Offieers  &  soldiers  accordingly,  aa  above 


enuonea. 

I  am,  respectfully.  Your  very  humble  Servant, 

T.  M.,  Secy 
To  Col'  S.  Miles,  D.  Q.  M.  G. 

*  See  page  70ft. 
t  See  page  718. 


780  PEHTNaXLVANIA  ABCHIVES  1781. 


HiLABT  Baebb,  Jr.,  to  Sxobktart  Maijlack,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  bow  the  Act  for  the  gradaal  Abolition  of 
Slavery*  is  to  be  constmed  with  respect  to  Slaves  or  Servants  under 
the  Age  of  28  yearS;  and  omitted  to  be  entered.  Whether  they  are 
to  be  considered  as  immediately  Free,  or  as  Servants,  untill  they 
attain  the  Age  of  28  years.  I  shall  esteem  it  a  Favour  if  you  will 
be  pleased  to  inform  me  what  Constmction  the  Hon'ble  Oounoil  and 
yon|pelf  put  on  the  Law  in  this  Point,  that  I  may  know  how  to 
make  out  Certificates  properly  in  such  cases. 

The  Bearer  has  two  Children  thus  circumstanced,  i.  e.,  nnder  the 
Age  of  28  years  and  not  entred.  JEle  is  desirous  to  have  Certificates, 
wherein  I  think  the  Benefit  derived  to  the  Persons  by  the  Law  should 
be  clearly  and  precisely  expressed — tb^jrefore,  I  would  wish  to  guard 
against  Improprieties. 

I  am,  very  respeotfully.  Sir, 

Tour  most  obed.  humble  Servant, 

HILARY  BAKER,  Juu. 

Jan'y  29th,  1781. 
Directed^ 

Hon'ble  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq.,  Present 


Prbs.  Rebd  to  Commissionbrs  of  Purchases,  1781. 

Sir, 

It  is  become  necessary  in  order  to  recruit  the  lane  of  this  State 
now  moat  unhappily  deranged^  to  appoint  places  of  Rendezvous  iu 
the  several  Counties,  which  we  have  done,  agreeable  to  the  inclosed 
Plan.t  Tou  will  tfaereibre  exert  yourself  with  all  Bxpedition  to 
proviae  Beef,  Bread  &  Rum  or  Whiskey  &  Forage,  at  the  YeHaw 
Spri-ngz  for  the  Accommodation  of  one  Regiment,  we  do  not  ezpeet 
that  more  than  100  Men  will  be  there  at  one  Time,  but  thetQ  will 
allways  be  sundry  officers,  who  are  to  be  quartered  in  the  neigh- 
boring Houses  by  two  Magistrates,  so  as  to  be  most  convenient  fo 
the  Officers  &  least  burthensome  to  the  Inhabitants.  We  reoommend 
it  to  you  ft  the  neighbdrSng  Genrtlemen  to  treat  them  with  the 
Civility  k  Kindness  due  to  their  Rank  &  Character,  ft  have  no  doubt 
but,  on  their  Part^  they  will  treat  the  Inhabitants  with  Redpeot  ft 
Regard.  You  are  to  deliver  yeur  Purchases  to  the  issuing  Conti- 
nental Comrnissary,  ft  we  again  require  regulaf  monthly  Returns  of 
your  Proceedings,  which  cannot  be  dispensed  with  on  any  AeooQnt*- 

1  am,  fto. 
Indaned,  Jan'y  30,  '81. 

♦  Passed  Mar.  1,  1780.    See  Reg.  PennsyWoaua,  Vol  IX.,  p.  270-272. 
Vol.  X.,  p.  827,  and  Vol.  XI.,  p.  168. 
t  Not  found. 
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Dayid  Dbshlib  to  Sbo.  Matkaok,  1781. 

AUentawn,  Jan'j  31st,  178i. 
Sir, 

Received  your  Letter  of  tbo  24th  Instant,  and  has  obeyed  the 
orders  of  the  President  &  Council  by  Inclosing  Colo.  Butler's  Letter 
and  Instructions,  which  I  hope  will  come  safe  to  hand.  Capt. 
Mitchell,  who  commands  the  Jersey  Troops  that  is  gone  to  Wyoming 
to  relieve  the  Oarrison,  has  aj^plyed  to  me  for  supplies.  I  can  do 
nothing  till  my  InstmctionB  Come  f^m  the  Honorable  President  & 
Goancil,  whose  pleasure  I  shall  wait  upon.  I  gave  them  a  littls 
supply  to  take  with  them  to  the  Oarrison. 
I  am,  Hon'  Sir,  Your  h'ble  Servt., 

DATID  DESHLEB. 
Directed, 

PuUio  service. 
Honble  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq.,  Sec'y,  Philadelphia. 
Favoured  by  Colo.  Brpm. 

Indorsed, 
Bead  Feb'y  7, 1781.    (There  is  no  minute  of  dus  dskte*) 


Pris.  Rkbd  to  Maj.  Gbk.  St.  Clair,  1781. 

Council  Chamber,  Feb.  1, 1781. 

Sir, 

Your  Communications  this  Morning  in  Behalf  of  the  Captains  k 
Subalterns  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line  specifying  '^  a  Demand  of  a 
^'  farther  Advance  of  Money,  &  in  Case  of  Non-compliance  that  a 
'^  Besignation  would  take  Pkce^'  was  of  so  extraordinaiy  k  inter- 
esting a  Nature  that  we  thought  it  our  Duty  to  communicate  it  to 
the  Hon.  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  who  will  probably 
signify  their  Sense  thereupon  either  immediately  to  ^ou  or  through 
us.  For  our  own  Parts  having  in  the  Advance  already  gone  beyond 
the  Act  of  Ass>^  Which  only  requires  Certificates  to  he  given  for 
Depreciation  &  not  being  authorized  to  furnish  the  Arrearages  of  Pay 
or  m  a  Capacity  to  make  any  farther  Advances  we  can  only  lament 
that  oxur  past  Exertions  have  not  been  more  satisfactory  k  must 
under  every  Event  endeavour  to  conduct  the  public  Business  to  as 
bappy  an  Issue  as  Circumstances  will  admit 

I  am  Sir,  with  much  Euieem 

Your  Obed.  Hbble  Ser.* 

«  See  OA.  9ee.,  ToL  Xn.,  p.  618. 
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PuBB.  RnD  xo  DsKMAnB  DT  CovaxssSy  1781< 


GeaUMDeBy 

The  SitamdoQ  of  Affun  with  Bespeei  to  the  Offieen  of  tfce 
PennajlT.  line  icqniring  our  giving  some  Ajosmet  from  this  Board 
to  the  Bequsitioii  made  yesterdmj  bj  Qen.  Si.  Clair  we  have  just 
sent  the  inclosed  whidi  we  think  it  incumbent  on  ns  to  commwniwite 
to  the  Hon*  Body  of  which  joa  are  M embers. 
I  am  with  doe  BoBpcet  &  Regard 

Qen^  jow  obed.  &  Tety  Hbble  8er. 

J.  B- 

Imdanedf 
Feb.  2, 1781. 


Prxs.  Rsxd  to  BoAitD  or  Wab,  1781. 

Gentlemen, 

In  fixing  the  Places  of  regimental  BendeiToos  for  the  Pennsylr. 
Line  we  hare  endeaTonred  to  eoDsnlt  the  good  of  the  Serviee,  the 
Gonyenienee  of  Officers  ft  Circamstaaees  of  the  InhaUtants  ft  the 
Soldiers  are  now  so  well  acquainted  with  them  that  anj  Altentioii 
will  be  attended  with  bad  Oonsoqnenoes  we  therefore  hope  your 
Hon.  Board  wiU  give  DireeUons  oonformab^. '  06L  Miles's  Letttf 
inclosed  will  state  to  yon  the  principal  Difficolty  on  this  Sabjeet.* 
I  am  Geat  with  mweh  Esteem 

Yonr  obed.  Hbble  Ser, 

-  ,       ,  9.  SEED. 

Inaaned, 

Feb'y  2,  1781. 

Pbbb.  of  CoivaBsss  to  Pms.  Rkbd,  1781. 
gl,  PhiLulelphia,  f  ebraary  2,  1781. 

L«SfJl!^l'*f^u^^^  ^^  *^«  1"*  I**^*"^*  your  Excellency  will 

*  Bee  pag«  718,7191 
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Ofyportimxty  the  enoloaed  Letter  addressed  to  M'  Mathew  Cowper. 
With  the  highest  Bespeet 
I  haye  the  Honor  to  be 

joor  Excellenoy's  most  obedient 
A  most  humble  Servant 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 
Direetedy  ^; ' 

His  Ezoellencj  General  Washington. 


Sko*y  Matlack  to  Maj.  Gsn.  St.  Claie,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  Feb'y  S'*,  1781, 
Sif, 

I  am  ordered  by  His  Ezeellenoy  the  President  &  Oooiioil,  to 
eaelose  to  you  the  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  2nd  instant,  whioh 
has  been  transmitted  to  them  in  consequence  of  an  appUcation  to 
Congress  founded  on  your  representation  in  behalf  of  the  offioen  of 
the  rennsylvania  line,  on  the  first  instant. 
I  am  with  great  ret peot 

your  most  obedient  servant 

T.  M.  Seo^. 

Direeiedf 
Major  Gen>  S^  Clair. 


P&88*  OF  CoiraRBss  TO  P&flS.  Bbbd,  178L 

Sir, 

The  board  of  war  having  represented  to  Congress  that  there  are 
more  than  400  prisoners  in  goal  in  this  city  who  have  on  several 
oooasions  manifested  a  mutinous  disposition;  and  that  there  are  at 
this  time  several  circumstances  which  would  favour  any  attempts 
which  they  might  make  to  escape,  Congress  have  passed  a  resolution 
of  which  I  enolose  a  certified  copy.  Your  Excellency  &  the  hon*** 
Council  will  see  the  necessity  of  taking  immediate  measures  for  car- 
rying it  into  execution  to  prevent  the  evil  consequences  that  may 
ensue. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
your  excellency's 

obed.  humble  Serv*, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  Pwsd.* 
Direetedy 
His  Ex'y  Preodent  Reed. 

*  See  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  616. 
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BxSOLUnOK  OF  C0HOBB88»  1781. 

In  Congress,  Feb'y  8, 1781. 
Besolved,  That  it  he  recommended  to  the  supreme  ezeontiTe  of 
the  state  of  Pensjlvania  to  call  oat  to  do  dntj  in  the  Gitj  of  Phila- 
delphia for  thirty  dayii  if  not  sooner  discharffed|  one  hnndred  of  the 
raiik  and  file  of  the  militia  properly  officered. 

Extract  from  the  minnteSi 

CHA,  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Col.  L.  Nicola  to  Pbbs.  Rbkd,  1781. 

I  rec*  yesterday  afternoon,  two  Letters  from  Ool.  Matlaok,  one 
Informing  ine  that  yonr  Excellency  &  Oonnoil  desired  CoplcB*  of  my 
letters  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  Pensylyatnia  line,  &  of  the 
orders  I  give  Oaptiifn  McEihatton  &  Lts.  Bigham  ft  Wigton,  ifkea 
I  gave  them  money  to  carry  io  Gamp.  I  hetewith  send  yon  oopes 
of  all  the  letters  I  wrote  &  reooiTcd  relafUve  to  reeraiUngi  these 
would  have  been  sooner  sent,  agreeable  to  yonr  former  directions, 
bat  that  neithei^  my  derk  or  me  could  afford  time  to  transcribe  themi 
&  the  person  I  first  employed  did  it  so  inoorrectly  I  was  obliged  to 
employ  another  to  recopy  them. 

When  I  committed  recruits  &  money  to  Lt.  Bigham  &  Gap.  Wo- 
Elhatton,  I  only  gave  them  verbal  instructions  to  deliver  bo^  to 
Oen^  St.  Glair,  or  officer  commanding  the  Pensylvania  line,  taking 
their  rec^pts  for  thcrmoney  ^)ecifying  the  purpose  for  iMck  it  was 
given  to  them,  these  are  in  the  hands  of  the  State  Auditors  of  Ac- 
counts. Lt.  Wigton  had  no  charge  but  of  money,  for  which  he  gave 
me  a  receipt,  on  his  return  to  this  city  he  desired  I  would  return 
him  his  receipt  &  he  would  give  me  Gen^  Wayns^  I  thought  this 
reasonable  &  compned.    The  Gren*  receipt  is 

Rec'  Dec  22«,  1780,  of  Gol.  Lewis  Nicola  by  the  hands  of  Lt 
Wigton  ten  thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  last 
Bounty  to  certain  recruits. 

AN1>  WAYNE. 

10,000  Dol«  Underneath. 

N.  B.  The  above  money  was  delivered  to  Qenl.  Wayne,  Dec' 
5%  but  not  receited  for  till  the  22^ 

J,  WIGTON. 

Gol.  Matlack  second  letter  related  to  applications  made  to  Council 
for  bounty  for  recruits  enlisted  ia  camp. 

Several  officers  &  men  have  applied  to  me  for  bounties  due,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  to  7  months  men  re-enlisted  in  camp  by  Ckn.  Pot- 
ter &  other  officers,  my  constant  answer  -has  been,  th*t  I  was  anac- 

*  fiteepp.  oe»^^. 
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qxiainted  with,  tbese  tntDsaotions^  had  no  orders  to  pay  th^  bounty  ^ 
lo  these  men  &  oonld  not  diBpose  of  the  pnbliok  money  without 
being  duly  authorized.  ^  ^ 

Permit  me  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  I  am  with  respect, 
S'  Your  most  obed.  Servant, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  lav. 
Barraeks,  4th 
frebru^,  1781, 

Directed^ 
To  Hk  Bsoellettey  Joseph  Seed,  Presideirt  of  the  State. 

Indorsed^ 

W  Joseph  Vandyke  is  recommended  to  bo  Keeper  of  ihe  State 
Goal  in  Place  of  M'  Jevrel  deceased. 


Sbo'y  Matlaok  to  Wm.  B&abi-oeb,  Jr.,  1781. 

Philad*,  Feb'y  5, 1781. 
Sir, 

X  am  dli^ted  by  His  Excellency  the  President  ft  the  Council  to 
desirei  that  you'  will  immediately  issue  a  writ  in  the  namis  of  th^ 
Commonwealth  against  Lieutenant  John  Bigham  of  the  fifth  Penn- 
isylvania  regiment  and  mark  the  same  eight  thousand  Dollars. 
I  am  with  great  req^t 

Your  most  obedient  Sermt, 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 
Dtrfctedf 
Wm.  Bradford,  Jr.,  Esq.,  Att'y  Qeneral. 


BSO'T  MaTLACK  to  MaHA^^BBS  07  HOUSB  Of  EMPLOtHEKT. 
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Gentlemen : 

An  Application  has  been  made  bj  Ae  Board  of  War  fot  a  prt  of 
the  house  of  employment  to  accomodate  sick  prisonets  now  m  the 
new  Goal.  The  Council  direct  me  to  request  yon  will,  if  practicable 
Appropriate  a  part  of  the  house  of  Employment  accordingly — And 
that  you  will  please  td  give  them  ftn  immediate  answer  as  the  Case 
i&  urgent  and  as  it  is  hignly  important  to  the  Citizens  to  prevent  the 
danger  of  infectious  diseases  being  spread  thro  the  city. 

Feb'y  7, 1781. 
DvrecUd^ 

•    Managers  of  the  House  of  Bmploymeni 

81* 
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PbBS.  BbEO  to  ULSAQtM  OF  THK  HOVSB  07  EllPIiOXiaHT, 

1781. 

Gkntlemen: 

The  Board  of  War  have  represented  to  tbe  Oonncil  some  Diffiool- 
tics  arising  in  the  Appropriation  of  a  Part  of  the  House  of  Employ- 
ment to  tba  use  of  the  sick  Prisoners.  The  Bent  required  has  oeen 
mentioned  to  Congress  &  is  deemed  much  too  great  As  the  (ublick 
Necessities  admit  of  no  delay  &  official  Application  has  been  made 
to  nsy  we  would  feODmneiBd  that  yoa  shonld  nominate  one  man  to 
meet  a  Person  appointed  by  the  Board  of  War  to  affix  a  lent,  ft  if 
they  cannot  ame  to  ohuse  a  third  &  we  have  no  Donbt  yoa  will 
acqaiesce  in  a  JPtoposition  which  appears  so  reasonable — ^The  Rent 
to  be  fixed  monthly.  For  the  Sake  of  saving  Time  we  reouest  yoa 
will  communicate  your  Determination  to  the  Board  of  War  i  in 
the  present  Emergency  would  also  wish  for  the  Sake  of  Humanity 
to  the  Prisonora  aa  mm  aa  Safety  to  the  City  that  yoa  would  fiicili- 
tate  the  Business  as  much  as  possible. 
Tam  Qen., 

Your  Obed.  Hbble.  Serv«; 

JOS.  BEED. 
Indorsed, 

Feb  10, 1781. 


OsKiBRAL  Knox  to  Pass.  Rbbd,  1781. 

Head  Quarters,  New  Windsor, 
18  Feb,  1781. 
Sir, 

This  will  be  delivered  'to  your  Excellencv  by  Thomas  Inglish, 
one  of  a  company  of  artillery  artificers  raisea  in  Peniiaylvania,  and 
which  lias  been  attached  to  the  Park  of  Artillery  from  the  begining 
of  1777,  to  the  present  time.  They  were  originally  inlisted  to  serve 
three  yean  or  during  the  war.  The  original  inlistments  are  in  my 
poaBCssion.  At  the  expiration  of  three  years  the  same  construction 
was  put  upon  their  engagements  as  upon  those  of  the  line  in  tbe 
same  predicament.  But  the  affairs  of  the  line  having  altered  the 
construction,  the  artificers  presume  they  have  the  same  right  to  be 
discharged  as  the  soldiers.  His  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief 
thinks  it  proper  to  refer  them  to  your  Excellency  for  decision. 

It  is  but  bare  justice  to  say  that  this  small  corps  of  men,  consis; 
ting  now  of  only  about  twenty,*  have  done  essential  service  to  their 
country — are  perfect  masters  of  their  business — industrious,  and  well 
behaved,  not  one  of  their  present  number  having  ever  been  poni^cfd 
or  even  confined.    From  having  always  been  in  the  field  they  l|i[ve, 
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10  oommoQ  with  the  other  troops^  labored  under  the  same  hardships 
of  a  want  of  pay,  clothing  and  provisions,  and  now,  they  say,  they 
only  claim  the  same  justice  as  to  their  discharges. 

As  they  have  always  been  returned  as  belonging  to  the  state  of 
Pentisyhattia  it  is  snppo^d  that  the  state  is  to  make  good  the  depre- 
dation, of  their  pay.  This  is  a  matter  I  hope  your  Bzcellency  will 
put  on  its  proper  footings  as  the  poor  fellows  deserve  highly  of  their 
country.  If  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  should  not  make  good  their* 
pay,  the  matter  I  presume  rests  with  the  Board  of  War,  on  behalf 
Qf  the  continent. 
I  request  the  favor  of  an  answer  by  the  return  of  the  bearer* 
I  am  Sir, 

with  respeet  your  Excellency's 

most  obed^  serv^ 

J.  KNOX 

On  publick  Service. 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Btt|>',  President  of  4h6  State 
of  Pennsylvania  Philadelphia. 

BoA&D  07  Wab^o  Pais.  Rbbd,  1781. 

War  Office,  Veb'  14th,  1781. 
Sir, 

We  had  the  Honour  some  time  ago  to  apply  to  Council  for  the 
Liberty  of  using  that  Part  of  the  western  Wing  of  the  State  House 
formerly  occupied  as  a  Library,  for  the  War  Office.  We  were  told 
them  that  it  was  pre-engaged,  &  have  been  endeavouring  to  get  a 
suitable  Place  for  the  Office  but  have  not  succeeded.  The  Proprie- 
tor of  the  [House  we  are  now  in,  is  so  importunate  for  it  that  we 
must  deliver  it  up  immediately,  as  we  do  not  chuse  to  hold  his  Pro- 
perty against  his  Will,  &  be  su^eeted  to  disagreeable  Consequen- 
ces. We  are  informed  that  the  Wing  of  the  State  House*  is  appro- 
priated  for  the  use  of  Mr.  Secretary  Matlack.  We  shall  be  extremely 
obliged  to  the  Hon'ble  Council  as  well  as  to  those  Gentlemen  for  the 
Permission  to  remove  our  Papers  into  the  apartment  above  mentioned 
&  we  will  deliver  it  up  when  waited  or  pay  for  an  office  for  the  Sec- 
retary in  some  other  Place  as  shall  be  agreed  on.  We  shall  be  much 
obliged  by  a  speedy  Answer. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  great  Respect  ft  Esteem 

your  very  obed*  Servants, 

BICHASD  PETBBS, 
By  Order. 
Directed^ 
On  Public  Service, 

To  His  Excellency  President  Reed,  in  Coundl.  ' 
(War  Office.) 

*  See  Col.  Kec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  627. 
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Pess.  BiUED  TO  Bo:ULD  OF  Wab,  178L 

InGimeQ, 

-     P^Mlftd^  Felr  14,  1781. 
Gentlemen, 

Weapprahend  the  state  of  tke  CKtjr  will  now  edmit  <rf  the  Beeam 
d  the  anns  ae&t  down  to  Mad  Ldaod,  end  as  we  ero  eboot  dieehnrw- 
ing  ow  Gaily  Ofieen  hwre  thought  it  proper  to  aeqpiaiBt  yon  witti 
thia  ciieamatanoe.  Oaptain  Boys  will  aaaiat  Mr*  Hoddeaden  ia  the 
BiunDeas. 

I  am  Gentlemen 

ra^>eetftdly  yoor  obedient 

humble  serrant, 

J.  £E£D. 
Fresidettt.^ 
Directed^ 
Xo  Hoi'ble  Board  of  W|r. 


PftBB.  Bbsd  to  GaiTBots,  1781. 

Sir, 

As  cirenmstanoes  will  admit  the  Betnm  of  the  Arm3  a^t  down 
to  Mad  Island  should  Mr  Hoddeson  apply  to  you  on  that  bonnees 
you  will  please  to  give  the  necessary  assistance.  If  either  of  the 
Lteatenants  are  necessary  to  iassist,  you  wiU  retain  him  and  Council 
will  aatisfy  him  for  his  troubld. 

I  am  sir  your  obedient 

and  very  humble  servant, 

J.  S.  President. 
Council  Chamber,  Peb^  14, 1781. 
Direeiedy 
To  Captain  Boys. 


Bbsolittiok  ov  Gsnbbal  Asssmblt,  1781. 

State  of  Pennsylvania  In  General  assembly,  Thursday,  Feb.  15tb, 
1781. 

Resolyed,  That  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Pattea,  Mr.  J.  Burd,  Mr. 
Morgan,  and  Mr.  Lourey,  be  a  eemmittee  to  confer  with  the  Presi- 
dent and  Council  on  the  present  State  of  the  Frontiers,  and  prepare 
and  report  to  the  House  a  proper  plan  for  defending  the  same. 

Extract  from  the  minutos,  . 

SAMDBL  STERETT,  Clerk-f 

*  See  CoL  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  627. 
t  S«e  Col-  J^cc,  Vol,  XII.,  p.  681. 
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.RssBoumon  ov  Ghnxral  Assbmblt^  itSlt 

State  of  Pennsylyania  In  General  Assembly 
Thnrsday,  15th  Feb.  17SL 
Resolved;  That  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  J.  Smith,  Mr.  0.  Mifflin, 
Mr.  J.  Harris,  and  Mr.  Montgometiry,  be  a  Committee  to  oonfar  with 
the  President  and  CoancU,  and  the  General  cheers  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Line,  now  in  Town,  on  the  snbject  of  recrniting  the  said 
Line,  to  request  the  Supreme  Executive*  Council  to  furnish  the 
House  with  an  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  the  current  year,  and 
report  the  same  to  the  House,  together  with  some  mode  of  satif^ying 
the  expectations  of  the  officers  and  Soldiers^  still  remaining  in  the 
Pennsylvania  Line  aforesaid. 

Also  to  make  enquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  late  discontents  that 
prevailed  therein,  and  to  obtain  from  the  Supreme  Exeeutive  Coundl 
all  necessary  papers  on  this  Subject. ' 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

SAML.  STERETT,  Clerk.1^ 


PB3BS.  BbsD  to  SAlf.  Bl(A^  1781. 

Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  1st  Inst,  has  been  received,  &  considered  togethet 
vrith  the  Papers  respecting  that  Business.  The  Council  have  no  Doubt 
of  your  good  Intentions  in  the  whole  matter,  but  it  is  our  opinion, 
that  the  real  Error  committed  was  departing  from  the  Law  in  not 
drawing  Lots  at  ^  first  for  the  Rank  of  Uie  officer  of  the  Bat- 
talion; The  Consent  of  the  officers  should  not  in  this  Case  have  over 
ruled  the  Law,  &  if  any  Officers  refused  to  draw  there  is  no  authority 
in  the  Lieutenants  to  draw  for  the  Person  so  refusing  but  it  was  such 
a  Breach  <tf  the  act  &  misbehaviour  siis  would  have  been  cognizable  by 
a  Court  Martial  who  would  have  cashiered  them  &  directed  their  Com- 
panies to  make  a  new  Choice  as  the  same  Party  could  not  a^ain  be 
elected.  In  the  present  CIrcumstanoe  of  the  Case  it  is  our  Direction 
that  the  Officers  meet  &  draw  Lots  agreeable  to  the  Act  &  if  any 
refuse  so  to  do,  the  Method  before  mentioned  be  pursued  tho'  we  hope 
that  the  Gentlemen  will  not  think  themselves  injured  bv  following 
the  Laws  of  the  Country.  In  this  View  of  the  Matter  no  farther  steps 
wilf  be  necessary  on  the  Proceedings  of  the  Court  Martial  of  the  10 
Janr.  last. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  obed.  Hbbl.  Ser. 

J.  R. 
Indorsed, 
Feby.  l&th,  1781. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIL,  pp.  632,  636. 
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Fbss.  Rsed  to  Wm.  B&apfobj)^  Jb.,  1781. 

Sir/ 

Ton  are  desired  by  the  GoquciI  to  take  the  Affidavit  of  Abraham 
Kenny,  tedpecting  the  Laogaage  of  Col.  Proctor  toaohing  the  Geiim- 
eil  &  the  Property  of  Hog  laiaDd. 
I  am  Sir^ 

yoor  Obed.  Hbble.  SerF.| 

JOS.  RESD. 
Ihdorsecff 
Feb.  17, 1781. 


Wm.  Henbt  to  Prbs.  Bexd,  178L 

Laoeaster,  Febma^  17;  1781. 

Sir, 

By  an  Act  of  Assembly  of  the  124h  of  Maorch,  1778,  the  Comity 
Tfeasarers  are  directed  to  pay  fcur  Servants  inlisted  into  any  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Bee iments,  under  which  Act  I  have  paid  £415  IOil 
State  Money  by  Orders  of  the  Justices,  &c.  I  have  refused  to  pay 
any  farther  Orders  of  the  Justices  on  Account  of  Servants,  as  it  will 
take  more  State  Money  than  we  will  receive  in  the  Taxes — I  have 
paid  by  Orders  of  the  Treasurer  and  to  Mr.  Atlee  £821,484 — with 
£200  State  Money  lent  Mr.  Wirtz,  and  have  in  hafid  250,000 
Dollars  Oontinental  and  Pennsylvania  Money  and  Certifioatea  to  the 
Amount  of  £186,925— which  I  will  send  to  Philadelphia  the  first 
good  Opportunity. 

The  Officers  have  begun  to  inlist  here,  I  believe  they  will  be  suc- 
cessful, Each  Class  in  this  Town  has  enlisted  a  Man,  except  Two, 
which  shews  we  are  not  all  Tories.  The  Mode  adopted  by  Council 
of  paying  the  Recruits  their  Bounty  at  three  different  payments, 
however  prudent  it  may  be,  I  am  afraid  will  not  answer  as  well  as 
to  pay  the  whole  at  once.  The  Men  are  afraid  they  will  be  kept  out 
of  their  Money  by  the  Officers. 

I  am  Sir  ^ 

your  most  obedient  and 

humble  Servant, 

WILLIAM  HENRY. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  president  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 
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Abcu'd  McCjlean  to  Pebs.  Bbbb,  1781. 

York,  February  17th,  1781. 

Maj  it  please  jour  ExeeUeney, 

..  After  sincerely  ooDgratalatiug  Your  Excellency  On  Accoant  of 
Our  late  Brilliant  and  important-  Successes  in  the  Southern  depart-, 
nent,  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  Ezoellenoy'a 
Letter  and  Orders  of  the*  27  th  Ultimo,  with  the  Papers  therewith 
•GCoraBaaied. 

Had  they  come  to  Hand  sooner,  we  should  have  been  in  somewhat 
more  of  forwardness  at  this  Place,  but  the  Winds  being  high,  and 
the  River  difficult  for  sundry  days,  the  Gentlemen  were  thereby 
delayed,  so  that  I  did  not  receive  your  Excellency's  Orders  until  the 
Fifteenth  Instant 

.  In  the  miean  Time  we  were  not  altogether  idle,  For  upon  the 
Arrival  of  the  News  from  the  Southwurd,  and  wiiich  we  received 
directly  from  Baltimore  at  an  early  Period^  and  seeing  with  Regret^ 
a  gr^at  Number  of  the  discharged  Soldiers  of  the  Pennsylvania 
line,  in,  and  passing  through  the  Town,  A  Number  of  us  met  and 
aubscribed  liberally  for  a  '<  feu  de  joy"  and  also  for  a  prudent  Treat 
to  the  returning  Soldiers  and  a  small  Fund  to  be  paid  unto  and  dis- 
tributed amongst  those  whom  we  could  engage  farther  into  the 
Service,  which  had  such  Effect  That  befiore  tl^  Officers  arrived  with 
yo^T  Excellency's  Letters,  &c.,  we  had  upward  of  twenty  re^inlisted 
in  the  Town,  and  which  is  considerably  more  than  are  wanted  for 
the  Classes  under  the  late  Law. 

From  the  present  appearances  I  hope  we  shall  almost  to  a  Man 
regain  the  old  Soldiers,  and  from  which  I  presume  it  needful  that  a 
farther  Supply  of  Inlistments  &o.  be  sent  unto  me  by  the  Bearer, 
and  your  Excellency  may  rest  assured  that  I  will  Endeavour  to 
facilitate  the  Execution,  and  conduct  the  Trust  committed  to  me 
with  chearfulness,  carefulness  and  Rectitude. 

I  have  drawn  the  Sum  mentioned  in  your  Excellency's  Order, 
from  the  Treasury,  which  will  very  well  forward  us,  and  if  mora 
shall  be  wanted  I  shall  immediately  make  your  Excellency  ao* 
quainted  therewith. 

In  the  mean  Time  I  presume  some  Order  should  be  taken  for  the 
auppljin^  the  Troops  with  fuel  for  their  comfortable  warmth  and 
for  dressing  their  Food,  As  the  Quarter  Master  saith  he  hath  no 
Orders  nor  Honey  for  that  Purpose. 

We  have  got  the  Officers  comfortably  and  agreeably  disposed  of, 
some  in  publick  and  some  in  private  houses,  and  in  their  Case,  as 
well  as  the  Soldiery  I  would  presume, ''  That  to  preserve  a  Balance 
<<  amongst  the  Inhabitants  of  the  States  collectively  considered  and  to 
'<  prevent  uneasinesses,''  a  Reasonable  allowance  should  be  made  hy 
the  Legislature  to  the  Persons  upon  whom  they  are  Billeted,  as  well 
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on  acoonnt  of  fael  if  provided  by  them^  as  for  House  Boom,  Use  of 
Farnitarey-tiicoiDbranoe^  Trouble,  Ao. 

This  I  only  Saggest  to  you  Excellenoy,  &  rest  the  Matter  for 
yonr  Ooosidenitlon. 

What  SacoesB  the  Glasses  throngb  the  Coonty  have  met  wiA 
under  the  Law  for  the  finding  Becmits  I  am  not  yet  informed ; — ^Bat 
as  I  know  that  the  Glasses  are  formed  and  made  ont  by  the  Gommis- 
sioners.  I  hare  good  Beason  to  believe  That  the  Inhabitants  m 

general  will  be  active  and  Zealons,  Yet  am  soofewhat  donbtlal  that 
neasinesses  will  arise  from  this  ooeasion,  That  the  Classes  in 
General  nnder  the  Iaw  extend  their  Bounty  to  the  Sum  of  Fifleeii 
Pounds,  being  the  Amount  of  the  fine  of  the  delinquent  GlasSy 
whereas  the  Bounty  of  the  Begtmental  Becruit  is  only  Nine  Pounds. 
But  when  it  is  considered  that  the  Be-inlisted  Boldier  in  the  Begi- 
mental  Line  is  by  your  Ezeqllenov's  Begulations  ensured  of  his 
Arrears  and  depreciation  being  made  good  to  him,  and  which  thoae 
In  the  daises  doth  not  seem  to  be  so  dearly  entitled  to,  the  former 
will  in  the  End  be  more  l^^an  compensated  for  the  SizTounds  differ* 
ence  of  Bounty. 

Before  I  eome  to  a  Close  1  would  beg  leave  to  mention  to  your 
Excellency  a  Matter  which  is  carrying  on  here  much  to  l9ie  Prqv- 
dice  and  Interest  of  the  State,  and  which  I  conceive  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  communicate. 

Which  is  That  Gkorge  Stevenson  hath  lately  laidOlalm  toupwari 
of  One  Hundred  Acres  of  what  is  Called  the  Town  Land,  and  which 
by  the  Act  investing  the  Estate  of  the  late  Proprietaries  in  the  Com- 
mon Wealth  is  now  become  the  property  of  the  State.  Thomas 
Armor  hath  lately  as  the  Agent  of  Oeorge  Stevenson  ^As  I  am 
credibly  informed)  laid  out  a  Number  of  Lotts  of  rae  Land 
aforesaid,  and  that  he  is  agreeing  with  and  persuading  persons  to 
take  them  and  become  tenants  to  Stevenson.  Thdse  Lots  are  not 
^et  all  inclosed,  though  I  believe  some  are,  but  as  the  Spring  Season 
IS  approaching,  I  doubt  not  but  they  will  be  all  inclosed  and  thereby 
Possession  will  be  sained  against  the  State.  Stevenson  founds  his 
Claim  in  Biffht  of  One  Michael  Danner,  who  is  yet  living  and  near 
if  not  entirely  of  the  Age  of  Ninety  Years,  but  of  sound  Mind  and 
Stoong  Memory,  and  to  my  Knowledge  it  is  notyet Eight  Tean  sinoe 
Danner  oonveved  his  Bight  to  Stevenson ; — ^The  Town  Land  was 
Surveyed  to  the  late  Proprietaries  upwards  of  Thirty  years  ago ; — . 
And  Danner  disclaims  and  ditovows  that  he  ever  intended  that  Bight 
for  the  Town  Land,  but  Stevenson  made  this  Use  of  it 

I  therefore  Suggest  to  your  Excellency  whether  it  would  not  b^ 
expedient  to  have  the  Testimony  of  Mr.  Danner  taken  and  filed  in 
Perpetuam  Bei  Memoriam  Agreeable  to  the  Constitution.  Farther 
I  have  been  informed  and  have  strong  Grounds  to  believe  it  to  bo 
true.  That  Thomas  Armor  stiH  Continues  his  Speculation  witb  Old 
Warrants^  and  from  divers  hte  Complaints  made  to  me^  Continues 
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to  lay  tbem  on  Unwarranted  Lands  in  the  Poflsession  of  the  People 
and  for  which  they  compound  with  him. 

In  Respect  to  the  Town  Lands  as  aforesaid  I  farther  refer  year 
Excellency  to  the  Bearer^  Mr.  Hay^  who  is  well  acqoainted  with  the 
Whole  Affair. 

After  Craving  your  Excellency's  pardon  for  my  Freedom  and  pro- 
lixity, 

I  rest,  may  it  please  yoor  Excellency, 

your  £:(cellency's  most  obedient 

humble  Servant, 

ARCH*  MiCLEAN. 

J>ireoiedj 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State  of 
PennsylTania. 

^  FaTOur  of  Col.  John  Hay,  Esquire. 


Bbsoluiion  op  Obkbral  Assembly,  1781. 

State  of  Penn^lvania;  In  General  Assembly, 

Saturday,  17  Feb.,  1781. 

Resolyed,  That  M'  Culbertson  and  M'  Duncan  be  a  Committee 
to  wait  upon  His  Excellency  The  President  &  Council,  and  obtain 
from  them  an  account  of  all  confiscated  estates,  sold  and  appropria- 
ted or  not,  as  requested  by  a  Resolution  of  the  11*^  of  Dec.  last. 

That  the  letter  from  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  John  Bayard 
and  Dayid  Rittenhouse,  Esq<^*,  received  on  the  9'^  of  Nov.  last,  be 
referred  to  the  above  mentioned  Committee. 

E;(tract  from  the  Minutes, 

SAMUEL  STERETT,  Clerk.* 

Resolved,  That  the  Vice  Presid.  &  D.  Gardner  be  a  Committee  to 
meet  M**  Culbertson  &  M'  Duncan  a  Committee  of  the  House  on  the 
Message  of  the  17^  Inst,  respect'  the  Confiscated  Estates. 

«  See  CoL  Rec,  Vol.  XH.,  p.  688. 
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Prbs.  Resb  to  Joseph  Pean,  178L 

Sir, 

There  are  minj  Soldiers  applying  to  ns  for  Pay  wbo  say  tbey 
remained  in  the  Huts  or  were  otherwise  engaged  when  the  others 
were  paid.  We  think  these  Men  who  did  not  serve  in  the  Mutiny 
should  be  pardeolarly  attended  to  so  as  not  to  be  sufferers  1>y  thdr 
Adherence  to  their  Duty. — ^But  at  the  same  Time  we  must  guard 
ag*  Imposition  Council  therefore  request  that  you  will  add  this  one 
farther  Instance  to  the  Proofs  you  have  already  given  of  your  Bead- 
iness  to  serve  the  pnblick — by  paying  such  of  them  as  shall  apply 
with  Certificates  from  their  Colonels  of  having  belonged  to  the  Reg- 
iment &  who  you  shall  find  have  not  already  been  paid  at  Trenton 
or  elsewhere.  If  you  have  no  Money  an  Order  shall  be  drawn  for 
the  Purpose. 

-  I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble  Ser. 
J.  R. 
Indonedy 

February  7%  1781.  To  Joseph  Dean,  Esquire  Auditor  of 
Accounts. 
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State  of  Pennsylvania, 
In  General  Assembly, 

Monday,  Feb.  19, 1781. 
A  Resolution  of  the  Sapreme  Executive  Council  was  read  ; 
purporting  that  Doctor  Gardner,  Gen»  Potter  and  M'  YanCampen 
were  appointed  a  Committee*  to  confer  with  a  Committee  of  the 
General  Assembly  respecting  a  valuable  Island  in  the  River  Dela- 
ware, commonly  called  Hog  Island,  seized  by  the  Agents  of  Confis- 
cated estates  as  the  property  of  Joseph  Galloway,  an  attainted 
Tmtor,  and  which  Colonel  Proctor  and  others  are  attempting  to 
take  into  their  possession,  and  requesting  the  House  to  appoint  such 
a  Committee ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  that  M'  DeUny,  M'  Gray  and  M'  Galbraith  be  a  Com- 
mittee for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Extract  from  the  Minute?, 

SAMUEL  STERETT,  Clerk. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XH.,  p.  Ml. 
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Pass.  Rsbd  to  AasNXS  pv  Cokfiscatbo  Esxaibs^  1781. 

Gentlemen, 

About  a  fflonth  ago  at  tbe  Instance  of  the  Assembly  we  called 
upon  you  for  a  Return  of  the  confiscated  Estates  in  your  County 
unsold.  Tbe  Assembly  have  since  repeated  their  Request  with  an 
Addition  calling  for  a  general  Account  of  all  Sales  which  have 
been  made  so  far  as  the  same  respects  the  Names  of  the  Purchasers 
ft  Prices  sold;  We  therefore  request  you  would  immediately  pre- 
pare this  general  Account  ft  return  it  to  us  with  all  Expedition. 

We  must  also  direct  you  to  pay  some  Attention  to  Hog  Island. 
A  number  of  persons  in  &  about  this  city  have  set  up  some  pretensions 
ft  endeavour^  to  take  foroible  Possession  for  which  they  were 
bound  ovdr  by  this  Board  to  the  Court  The  Atty.  Genl.  has  been 
directed  to  attend  to  the  Matter,  but  it  will  be  necessary  for  you 
also  to  make  it  an  Object  of  your  Care,  &  for  that  Purpose  lay  the 
Matter  in  Behalf  Of  the  State  before  the  Justices  &  Grand  Jury. 
It  is  pretended  that  the  Court  can  have  no  Cognizance  of  it  for 
wanfit  of  Jurisdietion,  but  this  will  not  prevent  an  Inquiry  as  parties 
will  have  it  in  their  Power  to  bring  that  Question  before  the  Court 
for  a  legal  Discussion  by  pleading  to  the  Jurisdiction.  It  is  net 
the  Intention  of  this  Board  by  any  Act  of  theirs  to  deprive  any 
Claimant  of  a  legal  Risht  but  to  compel  him  to  a  legal  Inquiry,  & 
ure  apprehend  it  would  be  a  dangerous  Precedent  to  the  Interests  ft 
Peace  of  the  State  to  permit  any  on^  or  more  Pretences  to  take 
Tiolent  Possession  of  any  Property  possessed  by  the  State.  It  is 
presumed  the  State  has  Mr.  Oalloway^s  Title,  which  includes  as  well 
the  Right  to  the  Land  as  the  Possession,  &  therefore  it  will  be  your 
Duty  to  attend  to  both.  As  the  Property  is  valuable  &  the  Bur- 
thens of  the  State  very  considerable  we  should  be  wanting  in  Duty 
if  we  did  not  keep  tf  watchful  eye  over  its  Interests  &  preserve  them 
as  £iir  as  Justice  ft  Equity  will  warrant. 

I  am  Sir  Your  Obd. 

J.  R. 

Directed, 

To  the  Agents  for  Confiscated  Estates^  Chester  County. 

Indoreed, 

1781,  February  19th.  To  Thomas  Levis  and  John  Hannum; 
Agents  for  confiscated  estatesi  Chester  County. 


78S  FEmtSZLTAMA  AfiCSIVBB  tiSL 


RbSOLUTIOH  of  GlDTKBAL  AS&SMBLT,  1781. 

State  of  Pennsylvania^  In  General  Assembly, 

Toesday,  29  Feb.  1781. 
The  Committee  appointed  on  the  17th  to  obtun  £rom  Coaadl  an 
aoconnt  of  all  oonfiseated  estates,  Bold  and  appropriated  or  not, 
reported  sandiy  papers  which  were  read  and  on  motion  reoommitted, 

£xtra0t  from  the  MinnteSy 

SAMUBL  8TB&BTT,  Chtk. 


Pees.  Bsed  to  Gehx..  Picksbson,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  am  jnsi  informed  that  yon  have  oalled  upon. Col.  Bayaid : 
ing  a-  Transacticm  a^  Trenton  amounting  to  this,  that  yon  wrote  a 
Letter  to  Col.  Chas.  Stewart  (then  preeent)  dgnifyiog  in  SnbstaDW 
that  yon  woald  not  oppose  the  Mutineers  of  Pennsylvania  with  the 
Jersey  Hilitia  while  they  behayed  well  to  the  Inhabitants.  I  haye 
frequently  mentioned  this  Circumstanee  among  othera  to  show  the 
Improbability  of  engaging  the  Militia  of  that  State  to  assist  in  sup- 
pressing in  any  other  Case  than  plundering  the  Inhabitants  or  tunn- 
ing to  the  Enemy  that  Mutiny  by  Force.  It  appears  quite  unne- 
oessary  to  trouble  Col.  Bayard  on  the  snbjeet  as  I  am  reaidy  to  avow 
the  Conyersation  &  give  yon  ai^  satisfaction  which  you  may  think 
necessary  on  the  Occasion. 

I  think  it«only  proper  to  add  that  Genl.  Potter  reported  the 
Transaction  to  me  at  the  Time,  &  has  this  Morning  again  repeated 
it  with  the  addition  that  he  requested  yoii  to  add  some  Sentiments 
of  Disapprobation  of  the  Mutiny,  &  that  the  Rejection  of  reasonable 
Proposals  might  be  added  to  the  other  Beasons  for  turning  out  the 
Militia  of  New  Jersey. 

I  am  Sir, 

Tour  Obed.  Hbble 


Indorted, 
1781,  February  20th.    To  Qeneral  Dickerson  of  New  Jessey. 
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BBSOtLOTioira  ov  CoNaBBSS,  1781. 

In  Congrau;  FoVy  20th^  1781. 

That  the  Soutbera  A^my  be  oompo0ed  of  all  th^  re^lar  IVoops 
from'  Pennsylvania  to  Georgia  inolasiye  eicoept  Moylan  a  Dragoons' 
snd  those  on  Oommand  on  the  Western  frontiers;  and  that  the  Corn* 
raander  in  Ohief  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  order  the  Troops  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Line,  except  ae  above,  to  join  the  army  in  Virn 
ginia  by  Detachments  as  they  may  be  in  Readiness  to  maroh. 

That  the  Deputy  Qr.  Master  in  Pet^sylvania  be  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  pnt  the  Waggons  belonging  to  the  Pennsylva.  Line  in 
order  for  Service  imtncHiiately* 

Thai  the  several  States  southward  of  Pennsylvania  be  and  they  are 
hereby  required  to  furnish  their  respective  Quotas  of  Supplies  to  the 
Sonthem  Army  timely  &  regularly. 

That  the  States  afores*  &  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  be  and  they  are 
hereby  required  to  compleat  their  respective  Quotas  of  troops  aud  for- 
ward them  to  Join  the  Southern  Army  without  Loss  of  time. 
Extract  from  the  MinuteS; 

GEO.  BOND,  Dep'y  Seo'y- 


PftJBS.  BkID  to  CoMMITTBB  07    ASSIMBI/T,  1781. 

Gentlemen : 

Herewith  we  send  you  the  Papers*  respecting  the  Mutiny  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Line.  We  are  very  sensible  it  was  one  of  those  deli- 
cate &  critical  Situations  in  which  no  Course  could  be  taken  which 
would  not  be  subject  to  the  Refleetions  of  those  who  reason  from  their 
Wishes  or  Prejudices,  rather  than  the  real  State  of  the  Facts.  The 
Snppresrfon  of  the  Mutiny  by  Force,  was  not  practicable  had  it  been 
expedient  or  decent  to  oppose  Force  to  alledged  Grievauccs  unknown 
A  unheard ;  &  especially  when  that  Opposition  must  have  ended  in 
shedding  the  Blood  of  our  FeUow  Subjects.  We  state  as  Facts,  that 
the  Jersey  Militia  were  averse  to  opposing  the  Mutineers,  except  in 
Case  of  pluDdering  the  Country,  or  going  to  the  Enemy— that  there 
was  no  other  Foijipe  to  be  had,  except  firam  Peuneylv*-— ft  that  die 
Militia  of  this  City  were  dirinelined  to  the  Service,  the'  they  would 
perhaps  have  obeyed  an  Order :  ft  even  of  these  the  Artilli'  declioed 
till  they  had  ccHiferred  with  the  Mutineers.  Genl.  Wayne  ft  the 
Officers  at  Princetown,  were  at  that  Time  of  Opinion  against  any 
Attempt  by  Force  under  these  Circumstances.  As  to  the  Proposals, 
every  one  can  form  an  Opinion,  tho'  none  can  form  a  just  onC;  who 

*  No  papers  found  herewith. 


W8  PENNSTLVANIA  AROHIYES  1781. 

did  noi  know  &  feel  the  critical  Situation  io  wbich  we  w^e  placed— 
They  were  Bhown  to  the  Officers  presenl^  who  made  no  Objeetion, 
but  suggested  some  small  AlterationSy  which  were  made.  Gen. 
Wajne  did  intend  the  renewal  of  his  Propositionsdated  the  2' Jan' : 
bat  we  did  not  think  it  prudent  or  politick  to  offer  Proposak  whin 
had  been  rejected,  ft  wfai<Mi  were  framed  with  an  intentional  Obasinil^ 
as  to  the  Terms  of  Inlistment.  Oar  Idea  being,  that  plainneao  h 
Simplicity  was  the  beet  lane  with  Men  of  their  Cast,  ft  ptf  hapa  witk 
all  others.  In  the  Judgment  to  be  formed  of  tiiia  Boalness,  it  is  to 
be  wish'd  that  it  might  be  taken  into  Contemplation  what  would 
have  been  the  Consequences  of  an  nnsaceessfnl  Attempt  to  use  Foroey 
or  a  Desertion  to  the  Enemy  ;^and  even  what  Effects  the  apilling  of 
Blood  between  the  Militia  ft  the  Continentak  woald  have  had  in 
their  future  Service  together,  as  well  as  in  Europe,  the'  Sneeess  had 
attended  it  The  best  Judgment  of  sach  Transactions  is  generally 
had  at  the  Time  before  the  Opinions  of  Men  aie  iaflaeneed  by  per- 
sonal Motives,  or  Prejudices  of  a  geaen^  or  Special  Nature  ;  thia 
Judgment,  we  ^apprehend,  was  folly  with  us^  including  that  of  the 
Committee  of  Ooogrees,  who  w»e  ccmataatly  informed  of  every  PnK 
oeeding ;  as  we  doubt  not  that  your  Committee,  as  w^  as  every 
candid  Man,  will  be  on  a  perfect  Acquaintance  with  the  Subject 

The  Papers  go  no  farther  than  the  Appoiolment  of  the  Commia- 
sioners — ^The  (^nfidence  reposed  in  their  Judgment  ft  Prudence,  made 
it  unnecessary  for  the  Committee  of  Congress,  or  of  Council^  finrther 
to  interfere.  But  Gen.  Potter  will  give  any  Satisfaction  on  thia 
Subject,  that  may  be  requested — ^The  Committee  will  obl%e  as  by 
perusing  the  Papers  ft  returning  them  as  soon  as  convenient 

Feb.  22, 1781. 
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State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly. 

Friday,  28*  Feb.,  1781. 
The  Beport  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Council  on 
the  defence  of  the  Frontiers,  was  read  the  second  time;  and  after 
some  debate,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  defence  ef  the  Frontiers  aforesaid  be  wholly 
submitted  to  His  Excellency  The  President  in  Council. 

Ejctraet  from  the  Minutes, 

SAMUEL  8TERETT,  Clerk  * 
♦  See  CoL  Bee,  Vol  XII.,  p.  688. 
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Board  07  Wab  to  P&bs,  Besd,  1781. 

War  Office,  Feb'y  28, 1781. 
Sir, 

The  Bourd  Iiave  been  honoured  with  your  Letter  of  this  Day  on 
the  Subject  of  the  Seven  Months'  Levies.  These  Soldiers  have  been 
daily  importuninff  us  for  their  Pay,  which  we  had  neither  Funds 
nor  Orders  to  eni^e'us  to  ^ve  them.  We,  from  Experience,  know 
that  they  are  extremely  clamorous,  &  wish  that  it  were  in  our  Power 
to  satisfy  them,  as  it  is  a  Debt  certainly  due  them  from  the  United- 
States.  We  have  been  informed  that  the  Eastern' States  have  settled 
with  their  Men  under  like  Circumstances,  &  charged  the  United 
States  with  the  Amount.  To  ratify  this  Proceeding,  &  to  enable 
other  States,  if  they  were  so  incliaed,  to  do  the  like,  we  reported  to 
Congress  a  Recommendation  to  the  States  who  had  sent  into  the 
Field  Men  under  this  Description,  to  settle  with  them  at  the  Expence 
of  the  United  States.  This  Report  is  not  yet  passed  upon  by  Con- 
gress. It  is  totally  out  of  our  Power  to  afford  them  any  Relief;  & 
we  can  only  lament  the  Situation  of  the  Matter,  especially  as  it  is  of 
Prejudice  to  the  recruiting  Service ;  yet  these  men  have  less  Reason 
to  complain  than  the  old  Soldiers,  who  are  equally  destitute  of  Pay, 
&  have  not  received  such  recent  Bounties.  The  Board  are  not 
informed  of  any  Prospect  of  paying  these  Levies  of  the  old  Soldiers 
speedily.  We  suppose  their  Pay  to  the  first  Bay  of  August  last 
ought  to  be  given  them  in  the  old  Money ;  &  after  that  Period,  in 
Bills  of  tiie  new  Emissions,  as  this  is  agreeable  to  the  Resolve  of 
Congress  for  the  Pay  of  the  Army  in  generaL 
We  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  great  Respect  &  Esteem, 
your  very  obed.  Servts. 

RICHARD  PETERS, 
By  order  of  the  Boaird. 

His  Excellency  President  Reed. 


Resolution  of  Gbneral  Assembly,  1781. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  Oenetal  Assembly. 
Saturday,  Feb.  24th,  1781. 
Resolved,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  wait  upon  His 
Excellency  the  President  &  Council  and  obtain  from  them  an  account 
of  all  provisions  purchased  by  this  State  in  consequence  of  an  act 
intitled  "  an  act  for  procuring  a  supply  of  provisions,  &  other 
necessaries  for  the  use  of  the  army"  passed  the  23d  march  1780, 
and  the  act  of  Congi^as  of  the  4th,  Nor.  last;  what  part  thereof  has 
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1. 

been  delWered,  and  what  still  remuns  in  the  migaxines  of  tlitf 
8tate,  and  leport  the  same  ID  the  Houie; 

Ordered,  that  Miy  Wynkoop,  &  lir.  Montgomery  be  a  CoramiUee 
for  die  pnrpose  aforanid. 

Extract  from  the  minntesi 

SAMUEL  STERETT  Clerk  * 


Rd.  Smith  to  Pres.  Rbed;  1781. 

Dear  Sir, 

Having  not  the  least  aoqnaintance  with  Mr.  Reed^  I  hope  die 
sending  of  this  Letter  may  be  no  offence;  I'm  at  present  nneasy, 
understanding,  that  a  GenUeman  in  Lancaster  Coanty  known  by  the 
Name  of. Joseph  Miller  Esqr.  Intends  to  get  Mr.  Reed  to  breadc  or 
take  my  Commission  which  I  hare  the  Hononr  to  hold  (vis.)  (that  of 
a  Magestrate,)  for  no  other  reason,  then  a  Methodist  preached  at  my 
House  one  Evening,  and  two  other  times  I  went  to  hear  them 
meaning  no  harm.  Bat  Sqnire  Miller  allows  the  Methodists  to  be 
Torify'd.  Having  heard  that  such  people  as  the  Methodists  preached 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  without  any  opposition,  and  being  well 
informed  by  a  Rev.  Clergyman,  that  they  had  don  a  great  dSal  of 
good  among  many  wicked  People,  and  having  recourse  to  our  Bill  of 
Rights  Tolorating  a  liberty  of  Conscience  as  was  allways  heretofore 
obtained  in  Sd.  state  of  Pennsylvania  I  referd  Squire  Miller  to  the 
Bill  of  Rights,  though  he  says  it  was  Benjn.  Franklin  and  two  or 
three  other  Deists  that  obtained  that  liberty,  in  spite  of  Sd.  Miller 
and  some  others  ot  the  Convention,  I  told  the  Squire*  it  was  s 
liberty  I  thought  proceeded  from  a  Chnstian  love;  by  this  shall  all 
men  know  that  ye  are  my  Desiples  if  ye  love  one  another.  Squire 
^  Miller  has  sent  all  the  Methodist  pnaiaQhers  that  he  can  oatch  to 
Lancaster  Goal;  whether  or  not  them  people  deserves  such  treat- 
ment God  only  knows,  it  is  reported  by  the  society  that  Souire 
Miller  adhera  to  (Galled  Soceadears)  that  the  Mel^odbts  has  been 
recruiting  Men  for  the  British  Service  if  that  is  realy  so,  I  shall  not 
Justifv  any  People  of  that  Stamp^  for  my  own  part  (bendea  many 
others)  thoueht  them  able  preachers ;  and  seed  not  the  least  sign  of 
Recruiting  Men  for  the  British  Service^  only  Bocrutting  Yolun- 
teers  for  the  Eangdom  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  was  their  devonted 
study,  ft  oaie  to  ny  view.  Pear  Sir,  I  shall  oeodude  with  the 
words  of  ye  great  Apostle  Panic  25,  C.  Acts,  16,  v.  To  whom  I 
Answered  it  is  not  the  manner  of  the  Romans  to  deliver  a^y  Man  to 
die;  before  that  he  which  is  accused,  have  the  accuser  face  to  face. 
Self  praise  is  no  Commondation,  but  as  for  whigasm  I  am  now. 
what  I  ever  was  since  this  present  Contest  Gonnnen<^d,  I  have 
'^uiroh'd  out  before  and  since  the  Law  obliged;  and  on  every  Call 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Yol.  XII.,  p.  6S8. 
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I  either  went  or  sent,  I  make  do  doabt .  Sir,  bat  it  may  be  told 
you  that  I'm  Toryfy'd,  bat  it  is  very  likely  them  or  theirs  that 
utters  such  News  if  any  saoh  be  laid  to  my  Gharge^ived  in 
Philadelphia  that  Campaign  and  not  a  man  belonging  to  his  Com- 
pany at  Trinton  the  day  of  the  Ganonade  where  I  myself  was 
present  and  in  sd.  Company  a  man  killed  and  the  hand  shot  off  one 
other  Man^  this  is  the  solid  truth  can  be  proven  by  many  People 
I  am  thy  assured  Friend, 

R.  SMITH. 
Chester  County,  Oxford  Township,  Feby.  24, 1781. 

N.  B.  Sir,  be  plaisM  to  remember  my  love  to  Mr.  Thos.  MoKaia 
Esqr.  and  I  shall  ever  be  obledged. 


Directedj 

For  Joseph  Reed  Esq.  President  Phihdelphia. 
^  faTOur  Wm  Bradf^urd  Esqr. 


B.S. 


Prbs.  Rekb  to  Col.  Righd.  Sutler,  1781. 

Sir, 

Coaneil  would  gladly  comply  with  any  Request  from  yon  not 
inconsistent  with  General  Rules,  but  your  own  Knowledge  & 
Bzperienoe  will  suggest  the  Uneasiness  which  partial  Issues  make 
in  armies, — at  the  Desire  of  the  Officers  two  Years  ago  the  Council 
made  a  Rule  against  Issued  unless  general,  &  we  have  found  that  it 
has  been  generally  acceptable.  We  cannot  supply  the  other  Regi- 
ments in  the  same  Manner,  &  they  will  think  it  hard  to  see  a 
Preference  where  all  are  equally  deserving.  We  are  taking  measures 
to  procure  a  general  Supply,  in  which  a  due  Consideration^  will  be 
paid  to  your  Regiment.  We  apprehend  your  Exertions  with  the 
Assembly  to  furnish  us  with  the  Means  of  procuring  supplies  would 
he  of  Service,  &  there  ia  no  Duty  we  will  perform  more  cheerfully 
than  that  of  expending  the  money  provided  for  the  accomodation  of 
the  Troops. 

I  am  Sir, 
with  much  Esteem, 
Tour  obed.  &  very  Hbbl.  Serv. 
indorwcf,— Pftby.  24, 1781. 


Vol.  Vnr.— 32 
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Adam  Witman  to  Council,  1781. 

Read»,  24tk  Pel^,  1781. 

Gentlemen  of  tbe  Council; 

I  am  to  infinrm  yoar  Honon  that  I  have  Daly  reoeived  the  Printed 
Papers  respecting  the  Glassing  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Berks  Connty. 
The  Commissioners  and  Townsoip  assessors  have  Accordingly,  on  the 
22"'  ult.  met.  And  Classed  the  whole  and  notified  Each  Class,  of  whom 
some  Few  have  Inlieted  Recruits,  Some  are  Paying  their  Fines  in  the 
l^reaanry.  Others  Collect  what  they  can  Get;  Bat  are  at  a  stand 
how  to  get  the  whole  as  there  are  Disafected  amongst  others,  some 
Clases  are  Intirely  so,  who  will  not  move  at  all  in  the  affair.  Now 
I  Beg  we  may  be  Instructed  how  to  Proceed  ginst  those  DelinqoieQia. 
The  Men  to  whom  we  Dircfcted  the  Class  Lists  tel  as  the  have  not 
authority  to  Inforce  Payment,  wether  it  must  be  by  a  Seperate  war- 
rent  from  the  Commissionets  and  to  whom  the  same  may  J>e  Derec- 
ted,  and  what  Penalty  if  any  should  refuse  to  Serve. 

Further  \i  the  Township  assessors  who  attended,  are  to.  be  Paid 
and  how  much  ^  Day.  Also  if  those  to  whom  the  Class  Lists  are 
Derected,  are  to  be  allowed  any  Pay  if  they  Collect  Part  or  the 
whole  Fine,  and  how  muoh  or  whether  those  who  shall  be  made  Col- 
lectors Hereafter  to  Inforee  Payment  shall  be  alowed  Commissions. 

Further  Beg  Leave  to  trouble  your  Honors  a  second  time  respeet- 
ing  the  Conduet  of  Henry  Haffift  £sq%  our  High  Sheriff,  the  same 
Sum  mentioned  in  ours  of  the  5th  ult  to  you  is  Still  unsettled  to 
wit,  £2200  Exclusive  of  what  we  mentioned  then  Paid  since  writing 
Ac.,  if  the  Sum  in  Ours  to  you  above  mentioned  Doth  not  appear  to 
be  that  Sum,  its  wrong  and  must  be  a  mistake  of  oar  Clark  who 
Drew  the  Lett'  its  Pertioularly  Thus  a  Ball. 

On  sundry  Executions  since  april,'  £450 

One  ExG"  Since  July,  On  a  refusing  Colle3tor,  1000 

One  Do.  Do.  Do.  Do.  750 


£2200 


The  Com"  in  theirs  above  mentioned  Desired  Derections  to  them- 
selves k  sheriff  whict  was  In  part  Omitted,  the  Shefiff  got  some 
Lines,  as  I  am  Informed  But  Doth  not  understand  or  regard  whata 
been  Said. 

If  the  Com«  are  not  Suported,  they  Cannot  Proceed  as  they  in 
Duty  are  Bound  to  Do  and  by  Irregular  Performanoe  of  .Currupt 
officers  a  whole  County  is  liable  of  Looking  its  Credit  k  good  name. 

Another  Evil  is  attending  us  respecting  our  State  County  Tkea- 
surer ^  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Beading  is  Drunk  almost  Daj 
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and  night,  I  would:  lefer  yoar  Honours  to  make  some  Inqiiify  of  his 
Conduct,  with  Thomas  Mifflin,  John  Patton,  Mark  Bird,  Balser 
Gehr,  Jos.  Hiester,  Esquiresi  or  some  of  them  who  know  him  tolera- 
ble well,  and  are  now  with  you,  we  cannot  get  him  to  settle  his  soe^ 
nor  Deliyer  to  the  Present  Treasurer  anj^ook  or  Paper  notwith- 
standing repeatedly  requested  Both  verbal  and  In  writing.  I  Fur- 
ther Beg  to  be  Informed  if  the  Law*  which  Formerly  Impowered 
Commissioners  to  Fine  treassurers  One  Hundred  Pounds  on  their 
Refusing  to  Deliver  to  their  Successors  in  office  their  Book  and  all 
Papers  whole  Intire  and  undefaced,  is  now  in  force. 
I  am  with  the  greatest  Bsteem 

your  obedient  and  Hum**  Serv* 

ADAM  WITMAN. 

N.  B.  Mean  officers  Hurt  the  State  Exceedingly,  ought  to  be 
temoved  without  Delay  and  Compelled  to  make  good  the  Deprecia- 
tba 
Directedf 

To  James  Bead,  Esquire,  Phil*.     Or  in  his  absence  to  the  Prtaiir 
dent  or  Either  of  the  Members  of  the  Hon'ble  Council. 

*  See  the  Laws  of  Ponnyl*,  1 
1st  Vol.,  Page  106.         | 


Col.  Danl.  Bbodhbad  to  Pbes.  Bbid,  1781. 

Fort  Pitt,  FeVy  25'\  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  just  received  instmotions  from  his  Excellency  the  Com- 
mander in  chief  dmeting  me  to  detach  all  the  field  pieces  Howitaers 
&  train  also  a  part  of  my  small  force  under  Col«  Clark,  who  I  am 
told  is  to  drive  all  before  him,  by  a  supposed  unbounded  iniiuence 
he  has  amongst  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Western  Country.  I  sincerely 
wish  his  Exoellenoies  expectations  may  be  fully  answered.  But  it 
may  be  neoesBaty  to  inform  you  lA  Oonfidenee,  that  I  oatt  afford  very 
little  protection  to  these  Settlements,  the  Maryland  Corps  being 
ordered  to  Richmond  in  Yirg*  my  force  will  aot  exoeed  2(K).  Men 
many  of  which,  were  Soldiers  plenty,  I  would  not  wish  to  retain. 

It  appears  that  Col*  Clark*  is  to  proceed  with  the  Artillery  to  the 
falls  of  Ohio  from  thence  to  Wa'bash,  from  whence  it  cannot  be  ex- 
pected  the  pieces  &  ordnance  should  ever  return,  but  they  may  serve 
to  defend  the  Virg»  Setdements  thereabouts. 

It  has  been  reported  that  our  Assembly  have  passed  an  Act  for 
raising  a  number  of  Men  to  protect  our  frontier  Settlements  t  hope 
it  may  be  so,  fair  the  Indians  have  begun  their  deptedations^  by  kiU 
ling  a  man  on  the  waters  of  Ten  Mile. 

It  would  be  a  safiisftuitioif  to  me  to  be  inifomdl  whether  the  Troops 

*  See  page  687. 
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to  be  rtked  by  llie  set  €f  ugeraUj  are  to  be  under  ^  eommiiid  of 
tbe  reg«ltr  eonmmnding  Ofioer  or  aot 

My  f&nb  being  too  mnofa  rednoed  to  admit  my  nndertakiBg  any 
offensive  measnrea  I  shall  probably,  obtain  leave  to  wait  npon  yoinr 
fizoellcBcy  at  Philadelpkia  where  for  serenl  reasons  I  hare  for  some 
time  past  wished  to  be,  and  as  mneh  as  may  be  promote  the  well- 
£ue  of  this  new  Ck>nntry. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  sincerest  attachment 

&  respeet  you  fizoellencies 

Moet  obed'  &  Hble  Serv^, 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 

P.  S.    I  hope  no  tisM  will  be  last  in  deftermiaiog  tbe  Boodaiy 
line  for  nntiil  then  the  Inliabitants  will  be  in  oonfnsion  and  I  < 
call  them  ont  in  case  of  Invasion. 

DiteeUdj 

His  Excellency  Jos.  Reed;  Esq'. 


Pass,  of  Cokg&ess  to  Pres.  Rbed,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  Febmary  26, 1781. 
Sir, 

Yonr  Excellency  will  receive  enclosed  a  resdntion  of  Congreas  of 
the  20<^  lastanty*  relative  to  the  Beeraiting  k  Dsstinatioa  of  the 
Troops  that  are  (vdered  to  compose  the  sonthem  Ax»y,  indadag 
the  Pennsylvania  LinCi  exoept  aaeh  aa  are  on  Gomouuid  ott  the 
western  Frontier. 

This  resolation  hath  been  aeddentally  mislaid  in  the  Seeretar/s 
Office  several  Days^  which  hath  oeoaaioned  a  Delay  in  forwaiding 
the  same  to  year  fixeellenc^.  It  is  hoped  this  Delay  will  not  prove 
iojnrions. 

I  have  the  holier  to  be 

with  the  highest  respect 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

&  most  hnmble  Servanty 

SAM.  HTJNTIRGTON,  Pterfd. 

JHr$cUd^ 
His  BieeUy  Presideii*  Baed. 

*  8ev€ca.  Beo.,  Vol*  XIL,  p«  tit. 


FBimSYLyANIA  AaCHIYES  178L  745 


PrXS.  BsJSD  ZO  DALSaAIES  IN  C0HaBSS8;  1781. 

QeDtlemeD, 

Being  just  iDfonaed  that  U  is  in  Coniempktion  to  remove  the 
Gonventkm  PriBoiieni  into  this  State  we  tlunk.it  our  Duty  to  observe 
that  from  past  Ezperienoe  great  Inoonveniendes  hive  ensned  to  the 
State  from  mixing  them  with  onr  Inhabitants.  You  must  be  sensi- 
ble that  there  is  a  veyr  great  Proportion  of  disaffected  People  already 
amons  us  &  we  may  justly  apprehend  that  their  Number  will  (as  it 
has  allways  done)  greatly  increase  by  an  Interoourse  with  the  Pris- 
oners. We  therefore  most  earnestly  request  you  to  use  your^ntmost 
Exertions  that  they  mav  proceed  to  some  other  State  where  this  conta- 
gious Influence  will  be  less  dangerous.  If  the  publick  Necessities  will 
not  admit  a  full  Complianee  with  our  request  we  ho|)e  the  Germans 
may  be  sent  elsewhere. .  It  is  di£GK3ult  to  deBoribe  the  bad  Effects 
whieh  have  proceeded  from  suffering  the  Prisoners  of  that  Nation  to 
mix  with  their  Countrymen— every  Species  of  Falsehood  &  Misrep* 
resentation  is  practised  upon  these  industrious  but  uninformed  Peo« 
pie  by  the  German  Officers  &  with  a  Success  which  is  truly  surprizing 
as  thev  have  by  such  Acts  detached  many  well  a&cted  Characters 
&  coord  the  seal  of  some  of  our  best  Counties  in  the  publick 
Cause.  The  Language  gives  them  the  most  fikvorable  Opi>ortunities 
to  practise  upon  their  Countrymen  &  they  are  indefatigable  in  making 
use  of  them.  Whatever  therefore  may  be  the  Determination  of 
Congress  with  Baspeot  to  British  Prisoners  we  hope  a  particular 
Attention  will  be  paid  to  the  Circumstances  of  this  State  as  to  the 
Germans. 

^  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  much  Regard^  &c. 
indorMd,— FeVy  26, 1781. 


Pbbs.  Bbbd  to  Abohibald  MgClban,  1781. 

Sir, 

Your  Favour  d  the  17th  Inst.*  has  been  doly  received  &  oom«> 
municated  to  the  Couneil.  We  are  obliged  to  you  &  the  Gendemen 
of  vour  Town  for  your  Exertions  with  lUspect  to  the  new  BecmitS| 
&  hope  we  shall  soon  have  a  respectable  Line  notwithstanding  our 
late  Misfortunes. 

With  Respect  to  supplying  the  Troops  with  Fuel,  ftc,  we  appre- 
hended that  as  these  were  no  Part  of  tfas  Supplies  demanded  of  this 
State  the  Qf,  Master  Oenl.  would  give  suitable  Directions,  &  earlv 
wrote  him  to  that  Effect.  We  shall  now  renew  our  Application  k 
hope  it  will  be  attended  to  with  satisfaction  to  the  Inhabitants  as 
well  as  the  Men. 

*  See  page  781. 
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We  did  not  expect  that  the  nsnal  Mode  of  volnntary  iDliatment 
would  he  very  prodaotive  of  Men,  but  the  Urgency  of  the  Offieera 
&  Disposition  of  the  Men  occasioned  oar  adopting  it  as  a  present 
Expedient — to  which  we  may  justly  add  that  in  the  present  State 
of  the  Treasury  we  should  not  be  able  to  pay  eren  the  Bounty  of 
nine  Pounds  to  any  considerable  Number,  which  was  the  Beaaon  of 
dividing  it  into  Payments. 

With  Respect  to  the  Lands  in  &  about  your  Town  it  is  certainly 
an  Object  of  great  Consequence  as  irell  to  the  State  in  Oenend  as 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town,  &  we  would  recommend  to  you  to  fol- 
low the  Example  of  Carlisle  by  meeting  in  Committee  for  the  Pur- 
pose of  preseryinK  the  Town  Lands  from  Encroachment  nntill  the 
Assembly  shall  either  incorporate  the  Town  or  pass  some  more 
effectual  Law  for  the  Protection  of  thepublick '  Property,  &  some 
such  Ouard  must  be  put  upon  the  old  WarrantSi  which  hare  been 
&  I  fear  are  a  subject  of  speculation  in  your  County. 

The  Council  have  appointed  yon  in  CJonjunction  with  the  late  Sur- 
veyor Genl.  to  run  the  Line  between  this  State  &  1/lrginia  ft  sent 
the  appointment  to  the  Assembly  to  make  Provision  for  snitable 
Pay  a  Expences.  We  propose  May  next  as  the  Time  to  begin. 
We  hope  the  Appointment  will  be  agreeable  to  you — ^we  are  per- 
suaded it  will  be  useful  to  the  State. 
I  am  Sir, 

with  much  Esteem^ 

Your  obed.  Hbble.  Serr. 

Iiuforwd;— 1781,  Feb.  24.     To  Arch*  MciClean,  Esq.,  York  Co. 


Samubl  Hodgdon  to  Pass.  Bbed,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  27th  F^'y,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  honble.  Board  of  War  to  apply  to  your 
Excellency  for  an  Order  for  the  delivery  dP  the  two  Anus  twelve 
Pounders  and  their  apparatus  belonging  to  the  State — you  will  be 
ao  obligeing  as  to  send  it  by  the  bearer. 
With  due  respect 
I  am  Sir, 

yo«r  most  Obdt., 

SAM.  HODGDON,  A.  C.  G.  M.  S. 
Dirtctedf 

Exoellency  Joseph  Bead,  Esq.,  Present. 
C.  G.  M.  S.  Office. 
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Pres,  Reed  to  Board  op  War,  1781. 

Geatlameiiy 

As  we  have  no  other  Field  PieccB  but  the  12  Ponnden  requested 
yesterday  I  find  the  takiilg  them  away  will  occasion  much  uneasiness 
in  our  Artillery  Regiment  of  Militia.  But  as  I  am  ever  desirous  to 
facilitate  your  Views  I  have  sent  the  Order.  At  the  same  Time  I 
must  observe  that  it  would  greatly  relieve  me  from  the  Discontent 
of  the  People  if  your  Board  would  for  the  present  accomodate  us 
with  2  pair  of  your  small  Field  Pieces — it  will  then  have  the 
Appearance  of  an  Exchange  &  be  rather  pleasing — &  whenever  the 
12  Pounders  return  a  mutual  Exchange  will  agun  take  Place. 
Upon  any  Exigency  they  will  be  within  your  Reach. 

Indorsed,— Fehr  27,  1781. 


Lt.  Goim  Wk.  Butler  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Carlisle,  Feb'y  28th,  1781. 
Sir, 

Since  my  arrival  at  this  place  I  have  made  some  observations 
which  I  think  proper  to  communicate  to  your  Exelency. 

There  is  nothing  doing  ^in  this  Goulity  by  the  Classes  for  tbo 
recruiting  Service.  Nothing  can  bo  done  by  the  Officer  as  in  the 
different  Counties  they  pay  £ib  Bounty. 

The  Treasury  here  has  not  money  (I  believe)  principally  owing 
to  the  People  having  it  in  their  power  to  pay  their  Taxes  in  produce 
which  18  chiefly  paid  in  Forrage,  an  article  that  this  place  is  over* 
stocked  with.     I  think  the  price  of  that  article  ought  to  be  Lowered. 

I  have  called  on  Mr.  Lyons,  the  Purchasing  Commissioner  for 
this  County,  to  know  his  Resources  in  furnishing  this  place  with 
provisions.  He  informs  me  that  flour  and  Whiskey  is  plenty.  Beef 
19  scarce,  and  he  has  not  money.  Neither  does  he  know  how  to 
provide. 

The  Issuing  Commissary  informs  me  there  is  not  more  than  eight 
days  Meat  in  Store.     This  matter  Demands  attention. 

I  was  informed  a  few  days  agoe  by  some  of  the  Officers  at  the 
Works  that  they  apprehended  some  uneasiness  was  amongst  their 
People.  Their  complaints  are  as  that  of  the  Pennsa.  Line,  and  I 
believe  they  have  suffered'at  times  for  Provision.  I  went  yesterday 
with  a  number  of  the  Citizens  and  Officers  (at  the  request  of  the  Offi- 
cers at  the  Works)  to  take  a  view  of  their  situation,  which  I  did,  and 
hope  it  will  have  a  good  Effect.  I  must  say  every  thing  seemed  to 
be  in  good  Order,  and  the  different  branches  are  carried  on  beyond 
my  expectation. 

I  am  truly  sensible  your  Exelency  and  Council  will  pay  due  atten- 
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tion  to  the  ritnation  of  this  place,  and  the  settliDg  with  likewise  the 
leeraitiDg  of  my  Begiment.  Monej  and  olothea  we  are  destitat^  of. 
There  is  a  Young  Gentleman  in  this  Town  who  has  been  well  re- 
commended to  me.  I  therefore  take  the  Liberty  to  recommend 
him  to  your  Ezelency  for  an  Knsignoy  in  my  Regiment  H2i  Com- 
mission to  bear  date  from  the  20th  of  Feb^y,  1781. 
I  have  the  Honour 

to  be  Your  Exelenoys 
ob.  HumUe  Servant^ 

WM.  BUTLER,  Lt.  CoL 

Com't  4th  Penna.  Reg't. 

N.  B.  The  Gentleman's  name  (recommended  for  a  GommiBsion,} 
is  James  Anderson. 

Directed, 

(Public  Service.) 

His  Exeleney  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  SzeeatiTO 
Council  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


Pres,  Rbed  to  Col.  Richard  Butler,  1781. 

Sir, 

Capt.  Bartholemew  of  your  Regiment  has  received  a  Reemit  affav 
being  rejected  by  the  Lieutenant  as  unfit  for  Service,  having  lost  an 
Eye  and  bein^  otherwise  unqualified.  Council  request  you  would 
make  Inquiry  mto  the  Matter,  &  if  he  is  sent  off  to  the  RendeiTOiM 
that  he  may  be  returned  for  Examination. 

As  Mr.  Bigham  is  in  your  Regiment  Council  depend  on  you  to 
have  him  amenable  to  Justice  on  Aooonni  of  the  large  Sum  of 
Money  received  by  him  &  not  accounted  for. — ^After  being  put  under 
Arrest  by  my  Desire  we  presumed  he  would  not  have  gone  away 
untill  an  Examination  was  had  into  that  Matter. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  most  Obed.  &  very  Hbbl.  Serv., 

JOS.  REED; 

President 
Council  Chamber,  Feb.  28, 1781. 
Directed, 
Col.  R.  Butler. 
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PrBS.  RbeD  TQ  iKHABnANTS  OF  BEDFORD   Go.,   1781. 

Oentlemen, 

Mr.  Canan  bdiag  derifoiM  to  return  before  tbe  Assembly  bave 
come  to  a  DetermiDation  witb  Respect  to  the  Frontiers,  it  is  not  in 
my  Power  to  give  a  foil  Answer  to  jonr  tnqairy  with  Eespeet  to 
the  Defence  of  tbe  Frontiers.  But  lor  jonc  Satisfaction  have  thongbH' 
it  necessary  to  acquaint  yon  that  the  Gonnoil  have  laid  a  Plan  for 
their  Defence  before  tbe  Assembly  by  which  four  Companies  of' 60 
Men  each  are  to  be  raised  as  a  standing  Foree,  &  S80  Militia  to  be 
kept  np  for  8  Months,  &  so  stationed  as  to  be  most  nsefnl  to  the 
Parts  exposed.  That  on  Expedition  against  Detroit  is  in  Contem- 
plation &  in  that  Case  Endeayonrs  will  be  nsed  to  act  oflbnsively 
elsewhere.  This  is  the  proposed  Plan  which  we  have  requested  the 
Assembly  to  famish  ns  with  the  Moans  of  Execntxon,  bnt  how  fiur 
tbe  State  of  the  Treasurj^  will  be  adequate  to  the  End  proposed 
cannot  yet  be  known.  Nor  can  we  give  yoa  farther  Encouragement 
than  this  Account  of  the  State  of  Things,  on  which  you  will  form 
your  Determinations.  It  will  give  the  Coundl  great  Satisfaction  to 
relicTC  your  Distresses  &  remove  your  Apprehensions,  &  we  flatter 
ourseWes  the  Time  is  not  far  distant  when  this  will  be  effectually 
done  by  an  honourable  Issue  to  the  War,  proyided  proper  Exertions 
are  used  on  our  Parts. 

I  am  irith  much  Regard, 

Gent.,  your  Obed.  Hbbl.  Senr. 
indorsee?,— March  1, 1781. 

Directed y— To  the  Inhabitants  of  Bedfoid  County  at  and  about 
Standing  Stone. 


Resolution  of  Congrbss,  1781. 

In  Congress,  March  !■•,  1781. 
According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  honorable  John  Hanson 
and  Daniel  Carrol,  two  of  the  Delegates  for  the  State  of  Maryland, 
in  pursuance  of  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  Entitled 
« An  Act  to  Empower  the  Delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress  to 
subscribe  and  ratify  the  Articles  of  Confederation  f  which  was  read 
in  Congress  the  13^  of  February  last,  and  a  copy  thereof  entered  on  the 
minutes,  did,  in  behalf  of  the  said  State  of  Maryland,  sign  and  ratify 
the  said  articles  of  confederation,  by  which  act  the  confederation  of 
the  United  States  of  America  was  oompleated ;  each  &  every  of  the 
thirteen  United .  States  from  New  Hampshire  to  Georria,  both 
inoluded,  having  adopted  and  confirmed,  and  by  their  Dekgates  in 
Congress  ratified  the  same. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y.* 

*  See  Col.  Ree.,  Vol.  XII.,  p,  619. 
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JoHK  Hart  to  Pbbs.  Bbbb,  1781. 

NewtowB,  Mttoh  1-",  17aL 
Sir, 

The  Soldiers  ai  ihis  Poati  who  weie  aUeated  in  Philadelphia,  an 
now  demaading  the  eeoood  Part  of  their  Boaat^,  agreeable  to  the 
Terma  <^  their  Inlislmenta.  I  oaanot  pay  it,  eonaiateat  with  the 
Direetions  of  Connoily  for  waot  of  their  iDiistments,  &o.,  original  and 
daplioate,  remaining,  aa  I  soppoeoy  in  the  Handa  of  M'  Miller.  They 
are  mooh  diaeatiHfied  on  thia  Accoanti  and  speak  diarespeotfolly  <^ 
GoYerament^  aa  thoogh  it  had  no  regard  to  its  Engagements  with 
them.  I  must  therefore  beg,  that  Coaocil  will  direoty  that  the  aaid 
Inlistments, &o.,  be  forwarded  to  me  as  early  as  possibloior otherwise 
appoint  some  other  Mode  of  taking  the  anbsequent  ilaoeipta  for 
Boanty,  than  by  Endonement  on  the  first  I  should  not  troable 
OouDcil  on  this  Subject,  but  from  a  DouBt  whether  an  Anplieation 
to  M'  Miller,  on  my  Part  only,  would  avail 

I  would  beg  Leave  further  to  represent  to  the  Hon'ble  Gonncily 
that  such  seems  the  general  Temper  of  the  Soldiers  here,  that,  unless 
their  Claims,  as  to  past  Services  are  soon  adjusted,  bad  Gonseqoenoes 
may  ensue.  They  seem  jealous  of  the  Intentions  of  Government 
respecting  them— often  wishiuff  for  the  Auditors,  but  in  such  a  Manner 
as  indicates  a  Suspicion  thateiUier  they  will  not  come,  or  that  Justice 
is  not  intended  them  if  they  do. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  Excellency's  and 
^    the  GouncU's  humble  Servt., 

JOHN  HART. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  JosenU  Reed,  Esq'*,  Preddent  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  Council. 
^  fav  M'  Martin,  Commissary. 

Resolution  of  Gbnkbai.  Assembly,  1781. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  Oeueral  Assembly. 

Thursday,  Mtmsh  I*,  1781. 

Whereas,  from*the  different  situation  of  the  Troops  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Lino,  it  appears  to  this  House  that  the  number  of  Auditors 
heretofore  directed  to  be  appointed  by  the  Act  intitled  "  An  Act  to 
settle  &  adjust  the  Accounts  of  the  Troops  of  this  State  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned," 
passed  on  the  18«*  day  of  December,  1780,  are  not  sufficient  to  expedite 
that  business  in  reasonable  time  :  Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be,  and  they  hereby 
are,  authorised  and  empowered  to  aj^mt  any  additional  number  of 
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AHifiidTiy  »1wv»  ihiA  nnmbfir  oftentioned  in  {be  said  AaI,  as  tikj  may 
judge  oeoeMftrj  for  ezpeditiog  the  bofiiiieaB  direotod  fee  be  peifonned 
bj  the  Anditon  in  the  edd  Aet  mentioBed;  which  additioiial 
Auditors  shall  haye  all  the  poweis  and  authorities  and  similar  pay, 
j;raiited  by  the  said  Aet  to  the  Anditors  therein  mentioned. 

Extract  from  the  MmntoSi 

SAMUEL  STERETT,  Clerk.* 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency;  Jos.  Reed,  Esq.,  President^  &e.,  of  Penns*. 


Pkss.  of  Gongbess  to  Prbs.  Bebd,  1781. 

Circular. 

Philadelphia,  March  2,  1781. 
Sir, 

By  the  Act  of  Congress  herewith  enclosed  your  Excellency  will 
l>e  informed^  that  the  Articles  of  Confederation  &  perpetaal  Union 
between  the  thirteen  United  States  are  formally  and  finally  ratified 
by  all  the  States.t 

We  are  happy  to  congratulate  our  Constituents  on  this  important 
Event,  desired  by  our  Friends  but  dreaded  by  our  Enemies. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  every  Sentiment  of  Esteem  &  respect, 
your  Sxcellfino/s  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

S.  HUNTINGTON,  Presid*. 
His  Excellency  Preddent  Reed. 


Bbsolutioit  of  Gekebal  Assembly,  1781. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly, 

Friday,  March  2d,  1781. 

Whereas  this  House  at  thetr  former  Session  did  Resolve  that 
foni' Companies  of  Infantry  should  be  raised  under  the  direction  of 
the  President,  &  Council  for  the  defence  of  the  Frontiers  of  this 
State.  And  Whereas  it  appears  by  a  message  from  the  President  & 
Council  of  the  27th,  ult.  that  it  has  not  been  in  their  power  to  pro* 
eeed  to  the  raising  of  the  said  four  Companies  for  want  of  a  Suffi- 
cient sum  of  money  in  the  State  Treasury  for  that  purpose.  And 
Whereas  by  an  estimate  accompanying  the  said  message  the  expenoe 
of  raising,  cloathing,  paying  and  subsisting  the  Said  four  Companies 
one  year,  will  amount  to  £24,523  5s.    Therefore. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.  pp.  646,  646. 
t  See  page,  749- 


752  F]IIIirSILyABi:&.  ABOmVBS  YtSL 

BeMhed,  tkii  tlia  Mia  Mm  of  JSUfiSB  5t.  be  uppnfpfkM  ibr 
dhe  afoi-mtid  pvrpoM  ool  ef  Moh  fuds  m  «1mU  bs  |>ftmd«d  by  tUi 
HoMB  dariiq^  tbcir  piMent  Mtmoi,  and  appGed  aoMvdiagly  by  the 
Bvpeae  Sxeestra  Coooeti;  end  tbal  the  ConmittM  of  Waye  aft4 
MeaQB  bediraetod  to  vsport  to  the  fiottie  wHboai  dali^  »  plaB  of 
raising  a  gnftwimt  fond  for  tbo  alorMaid  parpoM. 
Extraet  ttom  ihe  minntesy 

SAMUEL  8TBRETT,  Clerk  * 


Ekv.  Dayd)  Johbs  to  Council,  1781.  * 
The  honorable  the  Ezecntive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 

Gentlemen, 

It  i^  with  Belaotance  that  I  woald  demand  year  attention  to  my 
particular  CaM,  as  I  know  our  pnbHck  affairs  are  sufficient  for  yonr 
whole  Time ;  but  such  are  my  Circnmstanoes,  that  I  must  inform 
you  that  my  family  will  be  without  house  or  home  on  the  first  Day 
of  April  next,  except  jou  can  indulge  me  with  one  of  the  Gonfiac** 
ted  Plantations,  &  if  even  I  cannot  be  allowed  at  present^  my  De- 
preciation, as  a  part  of  the  Compensation  on  the  whole,  yet  that  I 
might  be  permitted  to  purchase  said  Land  on  just  ft  reasonable 
Terms,' ft  on  such  Paymeate  as  I  may  bo  able  to  discharge.  And 
aa  I  was  at  F.  Pitt  when  aur  Troops  were  discharged  I  received  no 
money,  I  must  beg  the  favor  of  an  order  for  thirty  Pounds,  which 
the  Chaplain  of  the  other  Brigade  informs  me  he  has  received,  ft 
without  which  I  shall  not  be  aWe  to  pay  my  Tax  ft  fit  myself  for 
another  Campaign.  I  should  be  glad  to  qieak  with  the  honorable 
Council  on  these  Subjects.  With  much  Respect  I  subscribe  myself, 
Your  most  obedient^ 

ft  humble  Serv*, 

DAVID  JONES, 

Chaplain  2«  P.  B. 

Philadelphia,  Mareh  2, 1781. 

Directed^ 

The  honorable  the  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  l^cnsylvania 

*  See  Col.  Kec,  VoL  XII.,  p.  645. 
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John  Laobt  to  Col.  Lkwis  Nicola,  1781. 

Barracks,  March  S'*,  1781.  1 
Sir. ' 

I  was  oVdered  by  Council  to  wait  on  yon  respecting  the  inclosed 
letter  from  Mr.  Hart* — to  request  of  jou  to  forward  to  him  the  NecM- 
aaiy  PH>Qn»  that  be  may  Satisfy  the  Men,  agreeable  to  his  instmo- 
tibns;  if  any  further  instmotions  Should  be  Necessary,  you  will 
pleaae  to  wait  on  Council  next  Monday  Morning— when  you  will 
please  to  fetum  this  letter. 

I  am^  Sir,  your  Most  Obt.  Servt., 

JOHN  LACET. 
DirecUd^—To  Colol.  Nicol»*-Present 


BiBSOUJTION  OF  CONG&SSfl,   1781. 
By  The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

March  3^«,  1781. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter-of  26^  Feb'y  from  the 
Board  of  War  respecting  the  renoTal  of  the  convention  prisoners 
was  taken  into  oonsideration,  and  thereupon 

Ordered  That  the  oonyention  prisoners  as  well  in  the  State  of  Mary* 
land  as  Virginia  foe  removed,  the  British  to  York  town  and  the  Ger- 
mans to  Lancaster  town,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  or  such  other 
place  or  places  within  the  said  State  as  the  executive  thereof  shall 
direct,  and  that  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  executive 
of  the  State  of  Virginia  to  superintend  the  removal,  safe  keeping  k 
supply  of  the  Germans  to  Nolands  ferry,  on  Potomaek  river,  from 
which  place  it  is  recommended  to  the  executive  of  the  State  of 
Maryland  to  superintend  their  removal,  safe  keeping,  and  supply  to 
the  borders  of  that  State,  and  to  continue  their  guard  to  Lancaster, 
the  State  of  Pensylvania  furnishing  the  necessary  supplies.  That  it 
be  and  is  also  recommended  to  the  state  of  Maryland  to  provide  a 
guard  &  furnish  the  supplies  for  the  Convention  prisoners  to  be  re- 
moved from  Fredericks  Town  to  Yoric  Town,  but  the  supplies  aft#r 
entering  Pensylvania  to  be  fumi^ed  by  that  State.  That  the 
Executive  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania  be  and  hereby  is  requested  to 
order  the  supplies  agreeably  to  the  above  resolutions  and  make  the 
necessary  preparations  for  the  reception  of  the  prisoners  at  the  towns 
or  places  assigned  as  aforesaid,  and  upon  their  arrival  at  those  places 
lespeetively,  the  Board  of  War  take  order  for  their  future  seourity 
and  supply. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y.f 

♦  See  page  760. 

t  See  Col.  Ree.»  Vol.  XII.,  p.  648,  and  page  746  of  this. 
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William  Hbkbt  to  Pbks.  Reed,  1781. 

Lanetater^  Vmt.  3'|  1781. 
Sir, 

I  tbink  ii  m j  Duty  to  inform  you  that  tbe  Beerattkig  Serme 
goes  on  but  slowly,  tbe  Officers  are  yery  indifferent  about  tbe  Matter 
and  do  not  reoeiye  tbe  Two  Dollars  allowed  tbem  for  eaeh  Reendt, 
bat  give  it  to  tbe  Serjantg.  Tbere  is  none  of  them  hate  beat  vp  m 
Town  yet|  tbe  Beason  is  obvioos,  they  want  to  baye  large  Siima  of 
Money  advanced  and  to  be  allowed  to  account  for  Recrniting  Expen- 
oes,  &f.  I  have  sworn  no  more  than  1%  and  for  several  Days  not 
One  bla  been  brought  notwithstanding  the  Beomiting  f<Nr  the  Glasaea 
is  over. 

Mr.  W has  been  bonnd  oret  for  asking  a  greater  Sam  in  State 

Money  than  in  Specie  for  an  Article  he  offerd  for  Sale,  t  yet  he  is 
every  Day  crying  down  the  State  Money,  saying  it  is  good  for  nothing 
and  will  depreciate,  &c.,  that  tbe  price  he  gives  for  Wheat  is  too 
little,  that  it  will  be  dearer,  &c.,  &o.  Wheat  ia  now  booght  finmi 
48.  6d.  to  58. 6.  Specie  "^  Bushel,  and  he  gives  £ight  ShiUingay  he  h«i 
nearly  got  tbe  Amount  of  the  last  Order  for  j£2000.    If  Sioagh  or 

Bei^rt  would  act  in  W 'a  Office  they  could  certainly  serve  tbe 

public  much  better.  Some  time  after  I  wrote  you,  at  the  Bequest 
of  Gol«  Temple,  concerning  the  Difficulty  of  procuring  Forage,  tbe 
Forage  Master  of  the  Corpe  went  to  the  most  disaffected  part  of  this 
County  and  got  22  Tuns  of  bay  by  a  voluntary  Subscription  in  Two 
Days  &  one  half  Biding,  although  a  Stranger  without  Credit  and 

Money,  and  this  in  the  Winter.     Mr.  W >  who  was  here  at  Hay 

Making  could  get  none,  or  at  least  said  so. 

Your  Choice  of  a  County  Lieutenant  is  much  approved  here.    I 
have  not  received  One  Shilling  from  the  Sub-Lieutenants  of  the 
Militia  Fines,  except  from  Adam  Orth  and  Mr.  Rucher^  &  that  baa 
been  paid  Mr.  Marsteller  as  pay  Master  of  the  Militia. 
I  am  with  Bespect  Sir, 
V  your  most  obedient 

hum.  Servant, 

WILLIAM  HENBY. 

Direcledf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esq"";  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  Philadelphia. 

^favour of  ) 
M'  Jos.  Myers.  ) 
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Lt.  Col.  Adam  Hublbt  to  Phis.  Bbxd,  1781. 

Lancaster^  Marob  8d;  1781. 
Sir, 

Since  my  arriTd  here,  a  consideiable  number  of  the  Pennsjh  Yol- 
nnteersy  who  were  last  jear  raia'd,  .to  serve  for  seven  Months,  calFd 
on  me  k  demanded  pay  for  their  services — they  inform  me  they 
were  directed  to  call  on  the  Lieutenants,  for  that  purpose. — 

As  I  have  no  instructions  on  that  head,  I  could  not  comply  with 
their  demands,  but  promised  to  represent  their  case  to  your  Ex- 
cellency, and  receive  your  directions. — I  have  appeas'd  them  for  the 
present — 'I  shall  wait  your  Ezcellencys  advise  in  the  matter. 

I  have  wrote  circular  letters  to  the  Sub-Lieutenants,  and  amongst 
other  matters  desired  they  would  settle  their  accounts,  agreeable  to 
a  late  resolution  of  the  Hon«  Oouncii,  (a  printed  one  of  which  I 
inelofled  to  each,)  several  of  them  have  been  with  and  infbrmed  me, 
tbey  were  readv  for  a  settlement,  as  soon  as  Colo.  Atlee  came  to  this 
place,  that  without  him  they  could  do  nothing. 

As  I  am  not  possessed  of  a  single  paper  of  any  former  transac- 
tions relative  to  the  Office  I  now  hold,  it  will  be  out  of  my  power 
to  do  any  thing  with  those  Gkntlemen — Your  Bxcellencys  adyise 
on  this  head  also  will  be  highly  necessary. 

From  the  many  &  frequent  applications  I  conceive  it  my  duty  to 
lepresent  to  your  Excellency  the  situation  of  this  place — ^The  powder 
Magazine  in  which  is  depoaited  between  twenty  &  thirty  Tun  of 
Powder,  is  and  has  been  for  some  considerable  time  past  without 
Guard. — ^The  Malitia  of  this  place  are  unarm'd,  nor  are  there  any 
for  them  in  this  place — so  that  little  or  nothing  would  be  done  to 
oppose  any  attempt  against  the  magarine,  or  other  public  property. 

in  consideration  of  the  singular  situation  of  this  place,  application 
for  a  guard,  from  the  Corporation  was  made  some  time  since,  to  the 
Board  of  War — who  in  consequence  thereof  ordered  Colo.  Maylands 
Reg*  (Stationed  here)  to  do  that  duty — But  the  peculiar  state  of  those 
Troops  I  fear  they  were. not  acquainted  with — 1  am  informed  by  the 
Commandant,  they  have  so  few  men  as  scarcely  to  enable  them  to 
furnish  a  sufficient  guard  for  the  stables  (which  is  absolutely  neoes- " 
sary)  and  those  are  destitude  of  doathing,  and  some  of  them  sidcly. 

The  number  of  disaffected  (which  is  too  notorious)  in  this 
Country,  .and  the  many  strangers  who  daily  pass  thro'  Uiis  place 
makes  it  absolutely  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  publick  pro- 
perty a  guard  should  be  ordered  for  that  purpose. — Two  Centinels 
will  be  sufficient — which  will  require  eight  men  daily,  including 
Non-Com'  Officers — so  that  twenty  four  men  (allowing  three  relieves) 
will  answer  the  purpose.  It  will  be  necessary  for  your  Excellency 
to  give  some  directions  in  this  matter. 

I  am  informed  a  number  of  Box's  with  arms  are  in  the  stsres  at 
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or  Dear  Cox's  townr— If  yoar  Ezoetlency  thinks  proper,  I  will  order 
them  to  this  place,  have  them  t^air'd,  and  kqvt  im  readiuesi  m  case 
of  Emergenoj. 

I  have  the  HoDor  to  be 

with  great  respect  and  esteem 

jour  Excellency's  most  Obd*  &  very  Ham>  8erv% 

AKM  HUBLET,  Jr.,  Lie«*  C  U. 
IHrected, 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 


Maithsw  McGui&s  to  Pbes,  Bbsd,  1781. 

Oentlemeni 

I  h^  leave  to  acquaiat  yo&  that  Gapt  OonltnaSy  Gapiaia  1/ 
Donglaes  and  lient  Webster— 4hree  Officers  belonging  to  Goioad; 
Procter's  Begimeiit  of  Artilery  left  on  command  in  the  JerMye,  not 
having  it  in  their  power  to  apply  for  the  Money  latdy  allowed  the 
Officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Idne  han'e  empowered  me  by  a  written 
Order  to  receive  their  respective  Does  answerable  to  a  BssoIyo  of 
yoar  Honorable  Board,  in  eonseqaenee  I  have  i^iplied  to  tl^ 
Auditors  and  am  informed  that  they  are  not  in  posession  of  Honey 
airficient  to  answer  the  purpose  and  reoommead  my  applying  for  an 
Order  to  satisfy  the  Oentlesaen.  Their  distress  for  want  of  Honey 
according  to  their  representation  to  me  is  considerable,  not  bttog 
aUe  to  pay  for  ShoeSy  Stockings  or  even  washing. 

The  Qentleman  by  whom  they  wish  the  Honey  to  be  sent  goes 
off  to  morrow  Homing — I  should  therefore  be  happy  to  kno# 
whether  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  serve  them. 
I  am  with  the  greatest  Respect 

Gentlemen^  your  most  humble  SerV| 

HATT.  HcOUIRK 
Philadel*;  March  8d,  1781. 

•    To  the  Honoarablo  Supreme  Executive  Oounoil  for  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Prbs.  Bbbb  to  Mons.  Holkbe,  1781. 

Market  street,  Mareh  4,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  receiyed  yonr  note  of  yesterday  &  am^  sorry  that  I  was  not  at 
Home  when  you  did  me  the  Favour  of  a  Visit.  The  Minister  during 
your  Absence  at  Baltimore  shewed  me  a  Letter  mentioniDg  your 
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haviBg  done  me  the  like  Fayonr  last  Fall  upon  your  return  from 
Khode  Island^  which  I  was  not  before  acquainted  with,  or  I  should 
gladly  have  embraced  the  opp^  to  mention  to  you  some  GauBcs  of 
Uneasiness  which  had  been  intimated  to  the  Minister  in  order  that 
he  might  communicate  them  to  the  Chev.  Turnay  &  the  Minister 
&  yourself  being  both  together  at  Rhode  Island  you  mi^ht  then 
explain  those  which  rdat^  to  the  three  Vessels  whioh  aixxved  last 
summer. 

The  Naval  Officer  has  frequently  applied  to  procure  some  JKeport 
of  those  Vessels  that  he  may  comply  with  the  Laws  of  the  State  in 
reporting  the  Proceedings  of  his  office  with  Accuracy.  I  shall  be 
glad  you  would  do  it  now  as  Agent  of  the  Marine  in  the  best  manner 
Circumstances  will  admit  And  I  will  take  the  first  Leisure  Hour  to 
sei^d  you  a  note  of  the  other  particulars  which  in  the  Course  of 
Conversation  were  suggested  ft  which  while  unexplained  leave  un- 
favourable Impressions,  But  which  I  am  perswaded  every  Member 
will  be  glad  to  have  removed  ft  our  publiek  Business  transacted 
together  with  Harmony  ft  mutual  Satisfaction. 

I  am  Sir,  with  due  Begard  ft  Consideration 

Tour  Obed.  Hbbl.  Serv*. 


Besoldxion  OS*  Genbral  Assbmblt,  1781. 

State  of  Pennsylvania 
In  Oeneral  Assembly.  # 

Monday,  5  March,  1781. 

Resolved,  thai  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Delany,  Mr.  Wynkoop,  Mr. 
Allison  and  Mr.  Montgomery  be  a  Committee  to  request  a  conference 
with  His  Excellency  The  President  and  Council  on  the  subject  of 
calling  the  old  continental  money  out  of  circulation,  and  ascertaining 
the  rate  of  exchange  between  the  said  old  money  and  the  new  Bills 
of  credit  of  this  State. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

SAMUEL  STERETT,  Clerk.* 


Pbbs.  Bebb  to  Delegates  in  Congress,  1781. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Council  have  received  with  great  Regret  the  Resolve  of 
Congress  to  station  the  whole  of  the  Prisoners  of  war  in  this  State. 
We  had  flattered  ourselves  that  the  Reasons  given  in  our  Letter  to 
you  of  thef  Inst,  would  have  prevented  this  Measure,  from  which 
we  fear  the  most  serious  Consequences  to  the  Interests  of  America 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vel.  XII.,  p.  648.  f  ^^  PP*  7^'  7^« 
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&  this  State  in  partictilar.     We  would  wisli  a  Conference  witli  you 
on  this  subject  to-morrow  morning  at  10  "Clock;  or  any  other  Hoar 
mj>8t  agreeable  to  yoiu* 
Indorsed, — March  5, 1781. 


Prbs.  Beid  70  THB  Gbvbbal  Assbmbly^  1781. 

Bir, 

Tho'  the  inclosed  Resolation  is  only  addressed  to  the  ExecatiTe 
Authority  &  the  Service  required  of  an  ezecntive  Nature;,  the  is- 
creased  Expenoe  of  necessary  Adyances  that  must  be  made  by  the 
State  to.  support  such  a  Number  of  Prisoners — together  with  the 
Influence  which  they  will  probabjy  have  upon  the  political  princtblea 
&  Conduct  of  a  great  number  of  our  Inhabitants,  have  led  ns  to 
communicate  it  to  you  in  this  rather  than  the  usual  Idode  of  a  Mes- 
aage  which  would  be  entitled  to  a  Place  on  your  Minutes.  We  have 
already  addressed  the  Honl.  Congress  thro  the  Delegates  of  the 
State  but  without  Effect — But  as  we  foresee  very  great  Incon- 
veniencies  &  even  Dangers  arising  we  flatter  ourselves  that  if  your 
Hon.  House  view  it  in  the  same  Light  your  Weight  will  be  added 
to  obviate  the  Difficulty. — ^Tbe  British  Troops  amount  to  1188. 
The  Germans  to  1487.  A  militia  Guard  must  also  be  raised  & 
supported  of  400.  Total  to  be  fed  3075— besides  Women  & 
Children. 

^  am  Sir, 

with  much  Kespeot 

Your  Obed.  &  Hbble.  Ser. 

Indorsed, — ^March  5, 1781. 


Prbs.  Rebd    to  Committbb  of  Assembly,  1781. 

Gentlemen , 

In  Consequence  of  your  Communication  on  Friday,  we  have  made 
an  Estimate  of  the  Sums  necessary  to  carry  into  Effect  the  Keport 
made  on  the  Representation  of  the  General  Officers  so  far  as  the 
same  regards  advances  to  the  0|&cers,  Gratuities  to  the  retained 
men,  &  the  remaining  Payment  of  the  Bounties,  to  those  already 
enlisted  &  the  Bounties  which  will  probably  be  further  required 
besideiB  Cloathing  for  the  whole.  We  are  inclined  to  think  that  as 
.the  Troops  have  received  no  pay  for  12  Months  except  50s.  each 
lately  at  Trenton  that  it  will  be  necessary  after  advancing  to  the 
officers  on  the  Depreciation  Acct.  to  do  something  of  the  same  kind 
for  the  Men  or  it  will  have  the  appearance  of  Partiality  &  probably 
revive  old  complaints  on  that  score,  we  have  therefore  included  the 
amount  of  two  months  Pay  which  will  be  much  less  in  proportion  ia- 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XH.,  p.  648. 


PKimSTLVANIA  ARCHrVTO  1781.  769 

«ladKtig  whftt  baa  alresdj  been  advanoed.  As  tbe  Gotamittee  bave  en- 
couraged the  Council  to  expect  tbat  suitable  Provision  will  be  made 
to  answer  tbe  E»xpdQoe,  if  tbe  Report  shall  be  adopted  by  tbe  House  we 
flatter  ourselves  that  no  Decision  will  be  had  which  will  raise  Olaims 
upon  tbe  Treasury  &  Expectations  frofn  the  Council  untill  we  are  in 
a  Condition  to  answer  them.  We  deem  it  one  of  the  greatest  mis- 
fortUQCSy  oi  tbe  present  Day  that  Promises  have  been  made  to  the  army 
which  not  being  complied  with  have  involved  tbe  Country  in  Dis- 
bononr  &  executive  officers  in  great  Difficulties — Very  little  allow- 
ance being  made  for  Disappointmeuts  of  this. Nature.  Tbe  Ways  & 
Means  to  aocomplisb  these  Purposes,  being  the  peculiar  Province  of 
the  Representatives  of  the  People,  &  each  Subject  being  only  a  Pftrt 
of  a  System  of  Revenue  adapted  to  tbe  general  necessities  of  tbe 
whole  it  would  be  equally  improper  &  useless  for  us  to  suggest  any 
Thing  oti  this  Head. 

I  am  Oent^ 

Tour  Obed.  Hbble.  Serv. 

J.  R. 

To  Messr  Morris  &  others  a  Committee  of  tbe  House  of  Assy. 

inrfortcd,— March  6tb,  178L 


2,400. 
2,700. 


Estimate  Rbferbed  to,  1781. 

284  officers  including  Lee's  &  Hazens  belonging  to  this  \     -^^  ..q^ 

state.  *      ' 

Gratuity  of  £9  each  to  800  Retained  at  tbe  settlement  |       ,.  200^ 

of  tbe  Line.  \         ' 

400  inlisted  wbo  bave  already  reed,  one  third  of  tbeir ' 

Bounty  &  further  intitled  to  £6  each. 
800  by  Computation  wbo  may  be  recruited  by  the '  ^ 

officers  in  the  County  @jC9  each.  J 

Cloathing  for  tbe  retained  men  tbe  reinlisted,  &,  Recruits  as  before 
enumerated  amounting  to  1500  men,  each  soldier  to  be  provided  witb 
A  Hat,  .  . .  .  .  .  '         .  12  6 

A  Coat,  •  «  •  •  •  JC6 

2  Linnen  Waistcoats,  .  •  ...  .2 

2  p.  Linnen  Overalls,       .  .  •  .  15 

1  p.  Shoes,      ...••.         1 
Stock,      ......  5 

Blanket,         .  .  •  .  .  .25 

12  7  6 

1  Shirt,   ......  1 

2  p.  Socks,      ......  10 

13  17  6 


1,500  computing  at  iei4eftob,  :  ;  ;  21,000 


7o»        MamKhYAmA  ASGwerm  nn. 

This  Sum  10  snppoflod  to  I>e  of  uiimtcliatoiieoeai^to  oompljvidk 
the  Report  propooed. 

Oloathing  which  will  be  neoeasary  for  the  Men  pvovidfid  by  the 
Glasses  compating  them  at  1000  £14000.  - 


P&fis.  Bebd  to  Wm.  Bradford  Jb.  Esq.  Aitt.  Gjehi^ 

1781. 

Sir, 

Abraham  Eint&ns  having  informed  a  Member  of  this  Board  thai 
Col.  Prootor  one  of  the  Claimants  of  the  Hog  Island  has  xenewed 
Uie  attempt  to  take  Possession  of  that  Island,  &  used  maeh  threat- 
ening  Langnage  on  the  Occasion,  the  Goanoil  request  you  to  ezamiao 
him  with  Respect  to  Proctor's  Conduct  since *the  Court  at  Cheater, 
Eantnng  also  mentioned  the  Name  of  one  Gray  who  heard  Proot<» 
use  very  extraordinary  Language  on  this  Occasion  which  may  be 
proper  also  to  be  enquired  into.  We  have  wrote  to  the  agents  of  con- 
nscat^  Bstates  in  Chester  County  with  Respect  to  thehr  supportins 
the  Possession  of  the  State,  &  hope  you  will  give  them  needfiu 
assistance  &  advice. 

I  am  Sir, 
Your  obed.  ft  Hbble.  servt. 

P.  8.  After  Examinvtion  you  will  please  to  vpflj  to  the  Chief 
Justice  that  proper  Steps  may  be  taken  with  Colonel  Proctor  if  the 
Testimony  will  warrant  it* 
Adortedj 

March  6th,  1781. 


Pess.  Bbbd  to  AGEirrs  ov  fokfeiteb  Estates,  1781. 

March  6,  1781. 
Gentlemen : 

The  repeated  Atteinpts  to  divest  the  State  of  the  Posseaidon  of  Hog 
Island,  tends  so  immediately,  not' only  to  injure  the  Commonwealth 
in  Matters  of  Property,  but  to  enfeeble  ft  degrade  its  civil  Govern* 
ment,  that  Council  Uiink  it  necessary  to  request  your  particular 
Attention  to  the  Matter,  ft  by  all  legal  ft  proper  Methods,  prevent 
any  Encroachment  thereon,  using  Force,  if  necessary,  where  allowed 
by  Law.  The  Att^  Gen^  will  give  you  all  needful  Advice  ft  Assistanoe. 
Extra  Expences  on  thb  Occasion  will  be  allowed  you,  ft  yon  may 
depend  on  the  Support  of  the  Board  in  the  Discharge  of  your  Ditfy. 

I  am,  Gent,  Your  Obed.  Hbble.  Scrv.* 
Indorsed^ — ^Haroh  6, 1781. 
Directedy 

To  the  Agents  for  forfeited  Estates,  Chester  County. 

*  S^e  CoL  Reo.,  ToL  jOL,  p.  »1,  tmA  780  ef  Hds. 
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Wm.  Hbkby  to  Pbes.  RsEDy  1781. 

Lancaster,  Mar.  7, 1781. 
Sir, 

I  was  present  at  the  Bzamlnation  of  one  of  the  Light  Dragoons 
who  overheard  some  of  the  British  prisoners,  who  had  some  Con* 
versation  conoerning  the  Magazines  at  this  pkoe,  and  they  agreed 
that  it  might  be  blown  np  with  Ease.  I  am  of  their  Opinioni 
and  wish  a  Onard  conld  be  kept  here,  as  there  are  a  Number  of 
disaffected  People  in  this  Town  j  and  a  great  Number  of  the  pris- 
oners will  be  sent-  to  the  BarraekB,  as  they  have  a  putrid  Fever 
amongst  them  in  the  Jail;  the  Barracks  are  near  the  Magazine. 
Cottld  not  Colo.  Hublev  be  ordered  to  keep  a  Company  of  Militia  on 
Duty  for  that  purpose  f  the  Amunition  is  by  no  means  safe,  and  I 
understand  the  Quantity  is  considerable. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Toor  most  obedient  &  hum.  Servant, 
WILLIAM  HENRY. 

P.  S. — ^I  took  the  Liberty  last  Week  of  giving  some  Informa- 
tion concerning  M'  W— ,  which  I  hope  will  not  turn  out  to  my 
Disadvantage* 

Direeiedf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esq^,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  Philadelphia. 


KbSOLUTION  09  ASSBMBLT,   1781. 

State  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  General  Assembly,  Thursday,  8  March,  1781. 
Whereas  it  is  judged  expedient  at  this  time  to  grant  to  every  non- 
commissioned officer  and  Soldier,  who  has  been  retained  and  still 
continues  in  the  Pennsylvania  Idne,  a  Qratuity  over  and  above  the 
pay  and  other  allowances  heretofore  made  to  the  said  Line;  Therefore 
Besplved,  that  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  authoriaed  and 
directed  to  order  the  sum  of  nine  pounds,  State  Money,  to  be  paid  as 
a  Gratuity  to  every  such  non-commissioned  Officer  and  Soldier  of  the 
said  Line,  who  was  inlisted  prior  to  the  year  1780  to  serve  during 
the  Wai. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

BABfTTBL  STBKETT,  Clerk.* 

*  Sen  OoL  Ree.,  Vol.  Xlf.,  p.  662,  655; 
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Auditors  to  Goukgil,  1781. 

Philada.,  March  Sth,  1781. 
Gentlemen, 

We  would  wish  to  have  tie  sense  of  year  Honorable  Board  on 
the  following  queries  preybus  to  our  setting  out  that  we  maj  gorem 
ourselves  accordingly. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  Due  respeot  Oendemen, 

Your  most  Obed^  Humble  servaatSi 

JAS.  STEVENSON,   1  a,^,^_* 
JNO.  NICHOLSON,  |^»«>«>»- 

The  Honble.  Supreme  Executive  Council. 

Ist.  There  are  several  Establishments  for  the  pay  of  the  army, — 
on  which  of  these  are  we  to  Calculate.  Vide  resolution  of  Congress 
Oct'  7th,  1776,  May  27th,  1778,  &c». 

2nd.  The  words  of  the  Act  are  '^  To  settle  the  depreciation  of 
the  pay-accounts  of  all,  &c%  to  the  1st  August,  1780/'  We  under- 
stand horn  the  Auditors  of  the  main  army  that  the  Line  in  general 
have  not  received  their  nominal  pay  later  than  to  the  1st  Apnl  las^ 
(some  regiments  not  so  far.)  Are  we  not  to  credit  the  Troops  with 
their  pay-accounts  from  that  time  as  well  as  tho  depreciation  thereon 
that  is,  make  a  final  and  conclusive  settlement  as  far  as  to  the  1st 
August  aforesaid;  or  [are  we  to  leave  their  nominal  pay  in  that 
intermediate  time  to  be  settled  and  paid  by  the  Officers  of  Congress 
hereafter. 

3d.  Whether  those  who  were  in  the  service  at  the  time  the  Law 
was  passed  are  the  only  persons  entitled  to  the  priveleges  therein 
mentioned  (except  those  provided  for  by  section  7th).  If  there  are 
others  who  they  are.  Or  whether  all  who  have  been  in  the  line  at 
any  time  between  the  Ist  Jan'y  1777,  and  the  Ist  August,  1780, 
and  received  nominal  pay  are  intitled  to  the  deficiency  of  that  pay 
by  the  depreciation  of  the  money.  Again  whether  the  different 
aituation  of  the  army  at  present  excludes  any  who  were  in  the  ser- 
vice at  the  time  tho  law  was  enacted. 

4th.  Whether  any  others  than  the  '^vfidom  and  cMIdren''  by 
themselves  or  their  order,  claiming  the  benefits  of  section  7lh  an 
intitled  to  receive  Certificates. 

5tL  Whether  the  augmentsttioa  of  the  Subsistance  of  the  Officers 
*  JSee  Col.  Res.,  Vol.  XU ,  pp.  6M,  649. 
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of  the  line  firom  time  to  time  bj  Congress,  Vide  resolutions  of  the 
and  that  allowing  10  dollars  ^  month 

Babsistanoe  to  the  private,  are  to  be  deducted  from  the  balances  due 
to  them  for  tbeir  pay.  And  whether  the  subsistance  and  rations 
is  not  to  be  considered  as  distinct  and  separate  from  our  business. 
(If  so  there  will  be  something  yet  wanting  to  a  Complete  &  final 
settlement  to  the  1st  August  mentioned.)  If  we  are  to  consider 
the  settling  their  rations  as  part  of  our  business;  at  what  rate  ^ 
ration  are  those  retained  to  be  paid  for  f 

6th.  There  will  probably  be  difficulties  in  Obtaining  the  pay  & 
Muster  Rolls  of  the  Regiments.  They  are  lodged  with  the  auditors 
of  (he  main  army  by  the  Regimental  Pay  Masters  on  their  Settle- 
ments with  them.  These  are  Voluminous.  Some  of  the  first  pay 
and  muster  rolls  of  the  army  are  lodged  at  the  War  Office  (at  least 
duplicates  thereof)  which  haye  never  beem  settled  by  the  Auditors. 
Another  part,  vis*,  from  about  December,  1777,  unto  the  time  (or 
nearly  the  time)  to  which  the  Regimental  Pay  masters  have  settled, 
are  lodged  at  the  Treasury  Office.  If  these  Muster  &  pay  rolls  are 
not  produced  what  are  we  to  have  as  a  voucher  that  the  pay  of  the 
Claimant  really  ought  to  commence  at  the  time  from  which  he 
charges. 

7th.  The  accounts  of  the  Department  of  the  Commissary  Oen>  of 
Prisoners  are  not  rendered  later  than  since  which  monies 

may  have  been  advanced  to  Officers  of  which  we  have  no  account. 
In  this  case  is  not  an  Oath  to  the  sums  received  sufficient  f 

8tL  There  are  frequent  Applications  made  in  town  by  retiring 
Officers  and  others  to  have  their  accounts  settled  here.  Their  pay- 
master they  say  is  on  the  spot,  and  that  we  can  here  have  any  in- 
formation or  vouchers  necessary,  which  is  all  they  can  produce 
should  they  be  necessitated  to  go  to  the  places  of  rendezvous  of  their 
respective  Regiments  which  they  represent^  both  as  inconvenient 
and  expensive,  if  it  could  be  dispensed  with.  Can  they  be  accomo- 
dated with  a  settlement  before  we  set  out  7 

9th.  If  the  business  should  not  be  com  pleated  at  the  respective  posts 
.  within  the  time  published  how  lare  we  to  proceed.     Will  not  out 
attendance  at  the  next  post  be  requisite  agreeable  to  the  day  fixed. 

10th.  We  apprehend  it  will  be  necessary  and  proper  to  keep  the 
Accounts  Regimentally,  and  that  an  entry  must  be  made  of  every 
certificate  issued,  numbered  to  Correspond  with  the  number  on  the 
Certificate  expressing  (in  Columns)  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom 
the  Certificate  was  given,  his  rank  Company  and  any  other  necessary 
remarks,  and  that  a  distinct  account  be  opened  of  all  monies  credited 
by  the  troops  on  settlement,  which  they  may  have  received  in 
advance  from  this  State,  and  the  persons  by  whom  credited 
respectively. 
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11th.  Wbetber  tlie  Officers  or  privates  cm  bave  their  aeeoniitB 
settled  at  any  other  place  than  their  regimental  rendesvons.  We  know 
there  are  Oncers  of  the  8d  Regiment  stationed  at  Reading,  while 
the  Regiment  is  at  Easton.  Doabtless  there  are  similar  cases  which, 
would  otherwise  Obstmot  a  settlement 

12th  Regimental  paymasters  have  been  appointed  to  act  aa 
Clothiers,  in  consequence  of  which  they  have  beisn  allowed  Extra- 
pay.  This  business  did  not  commence  nntill  a  considerable  time 
after  the  Commencement  of  depreciation  by  the  Scale  provided. 
Must  that  Extra  pay  be  reduced  by  the  scale  aforesaid  ? 

13th.  The  pav  of  Regimental  Surgeons  &  Hates  was  angmented 
on  the  8th  April  1777,  the  p^  of  the  former  from  40  to  60  dcdiais 
that  of  the  latter  from  S3i  to  40  doU~  %l  Mo.  this  we  believe  is  not 
singnUur;  the  pay  of  other  Officers  has  been  augmented  also,  at 
different  times  both  before  and  afier.    How  an  we  to  act  in  audi 


14th.  Whether  the  State  Store*  (as  they  are  called)  which  has 
been  rec*  by  the  Officers  from  this  State  at  nominal  instead  of  real 
specie  value,  are  to  be  charged  to  them  on  settlement 

15th.  In  our  instructions  from  Cou&oU  of  the  6th  In8%  we  are 
directed  ''  to  enquire  of  the  Pay  master  General  of  the  United  States 
'<  what  sums  have  been  advanced  from  tiHie  to  time  between  the 
«  !•»  Day  of  Jan^  1777,  and  !•*  Day  of  Aug.  1780  lor  the  nae  of 
**  the  Penn*  Line  &c*/'  Are  we  to  charge  the  Officers  with  the 
sums  which  they  may  have  received  on  account  of  their  pay,  sub- 
sequent to  the  sd.  1st  August,  1780  ?  If  so,  a  return  of  all  advances 
to  the  present  time  will  be  necessary. 


Sbc*by  Matlagk  to  F&bs.  Bsbb,  1781. 

In  Council, 

Philada.,  March  10, 1781. 
Gent., 

The  Queries  proposed  by  you  hav«  been  laid  before  the  PreaidenI 
&  Council  &  they  have  thought  proper  to  give  the  following  answers, 
via. : 

Answers  to  Queries  put  by  the  Auditors  of  Accounts. 

Ist  You  are  to  calculate  the  pav  upon  the  several  establishments 
so  long  as  they  were  in  force  ana  until  they  were  altered  by  the 
subsequent  ones. 

2nd.  The  depreciation  only  is  the  subject  of  the  Anditoi^s  bun- 
ness,  and  the  pay  is  not  to  be  credited. 
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8rd  and  4th  ans*  by  Aii^  Gen^ 

5th.  The  seoond  section  of  the  law  confines  the  settlement  to  the 
S>ay  onfyj  &  therefore  the  subaistenoe  is  not  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration. 

GtL  The  muster  rolls  are  not  necessary— the  settfeuent  mnst  be 
founded  OB  the  pay  rolla  which  are  undonbtedly  in  the  handa  of  the 
pay  iMaters. 

7th.  The  administration  of  an  Oath  in  this  case  appears  to  be 
improper — and  if  the  Auditor  General  cannot  famish  the  necessary 
information  respecting  the  moneys  advanced  to  the  prisoners  the  few 
cases  of  this  kind  which  may  occur  mnst  be  delayed  until  the  facts 
can  be  ascertained. 

8th.  Answered  by  a  change  of  circumstances. 

9  th.  It  will  be  requisite  to  continue  your  progress  according  to 
the  public  notice  given. — ^And  if  any  business  should  occur  at  any 
place  which  cannot  be  compleated  within  the  time  limited,  The 
same  is  to  be  communicated  to  the  President  &  Council  for  their 
consideration  &  further  instruction^  and  this  answer  is  to  be  given 
to  all  such  applicants. 

10th.  The  Gounoil  i^proye  of  the  plan. 

11th.  This  being  matter  of  conveniency  is  referred  to  the  prudence 
^  the  Auditors— recommending  to  them  at  the  same  time  to  be  very 
eautious  ef  encouraging  any  cSfieer  to  follow  them  from  one  place 
to  another  so  as  to  interfere  with  the  duty  especially  assigned  to  the 
place.  With  regard  to  the  solaiers  they  are  to  be  settled  with  only 
at  the  place  assigned  for  the  regiment  to  which  they  belong^-^xcept 
those  who  an^  attached  to  the  persons  of  officers  or  who  may  at  the 
time  be  on  command. 

12th.  Answered  by  resolution  of  Congress. 

ISth.  The  Depreoiation  to  be  oafamlated  upon  the  pay  as  at  ivat 
fixed  nntil  altered  and  varied  from  time  to  time  as  the  same  haa  been 
agreeably  to  resolves  of  Oongresa— <«oeording  to  th»  pcinoiples  on 
which  the  first  query  ia  answered. 

Upon  your  arrival  at  each  post  you  will  apply  to  the  commanding 
o£5ccr  for  a  return  of  the  regiment  and  of  the  officers  who  have 
been  prisoners.  And  you  wiU  settle  with  the  Companies  in  their 
order  beginning  at  the  first^  and  with  the  individuals  oif  each  Comp'' 
as  they  stand  in  the  return. 

There  being  no  actual  payment  made  from  April  to  August,  1780, 
or  since,  you  will  calculate  the  depreciation  during  that  time  at  64  i 
for  one. 

By  order  of  Council, 

T,  M.,  Sec'y. 
Vol.  VIII.— 38 
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James  Wharton  to  Secy.  Matlack,  1781. 

Philad*,  9«*  March,  1781- 
Sir, 

Ib  April,  1777,  the  Nvrj  Boafd  of  i^ifl  State  im  Mock  in  wuil  of 
hemp  le  make  lOpe  of ;  th^  i^lied  te  me  to  lend  them  eome.  Agiee> 
able  to  their  request  M'  Garwood  received  from  me  Fortj  Hudred. 
ft  nine  pounds,  with .  their  promise  to  deliver  it  to  me  in  a  short 
time,  since  which  I  have  not  received  any.  I  should  be  much 
obliged  to  you  to  lay  this  before  his  Excellency  &  Oonnoill,  aa  I  am 
much  in  want  of  the  Hemp  or  the  value  thereof  in  Money.  Your 
Compliance  in  this  will  much  oblige 

Sir  your  hbble.  Serv*,' 

JAS.  WHARTON. 

Directed, 
Timothy  Matlaok|  Esq',  Present. 


Col.  T).  Brodhbad  to  Pres.  Rbed,  1781i 

Fort  Pitt,  March  lOth^  1782. 
DeatSir, 

Since  my  last  I  have  received  two  Letters  from  the  Moravian 
Indian  Towns^  which  convince  me  that  we  are  now  to  ezpeot  a 
ipsnecal  Indhn  war«  I  have  inclosed  copies  for  your  peruaal,  uid  I 
shall  be  happy  to  aee  immediate  meaanrcs  adopted  lor  the  seoarity 
of  this  frontier. 

X  bave  likewise  received  instraotiona  from  hie  Expelleocyi  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  to  order  the  Maryland  Corps  to  Riohmand  in 
Yirffinia,  &  to  detach  with  the  artillery  &  field  pieces  under  Brig. 
Gem.  Clark,  a  Major  or  Capts.  Command  from  my  small  remaining 
munfaer  of  Troops*  I  meiilion:  these  things  to  ahow  yo«  how  neces- 
sary it  is  to  have  «  reinforoement  aent  hither. 

The  lienfeenant  ixi  Westmoreland  has  frequently  been  oalled  open 
for  a  number  of  the  Militia,  but  they,  ezoept  a  very  inoonindenUiIi 
number,  were  not  furnished.  Perhaps  he  does  not  apprehend  any 
right  in  me  to  Bemand  them.  Should  any  power  be  wanting  on  my 
part,  I  beg  you  will  authorize  me  to  call  them  out,  to  go  upon  an 
Expedition,  repel  an  invasion,  to  be  stationed,  or  range  upon  the 
frontier,  as  shall  be  most  conducive  to  the  safety  of  the  settlements. 

Col.  Powell,  in  the  Kentuke  Country  writes  me,  that  the  Inhabi* 
iants  there  are  under  the  most  alarming  apprehensions.  I  take  the 
liberty  to  inclose  an  extract  from  his  letter,  which  will  inform  yon 
of  the  fate  of  Col.  Be  la  Balme  &  his  party. 

Mr.  Wm.  Wilson  has  delivered  twenty  eight  head  of  Cattle,  and 
this  is  all  we  ate  to  expect.    If  ample  supplies  are  not  immediately 
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nfforded  jour  good  sense  will  fora  a  right  JudgmeBt  of  Uie  coqm- 
qaenoee. 

If  a  few  of  the  faithful  Oneidas  or  Stoekbridge  IndiaDS  oonld  be 
gent  to  this  plaee^  I  ooDOcive  thej  might  be  so  employed  as  to  effect 
a  considerable  change  in  the  Goonoila  of  the  Western  Indians ;  paiw 
ticalarlj  if  I  could  obtain  a  considerable  number  of  Watch  Coats  So 
|K>me  painty  and  strouding  for  Breach  Glouts,  &  Leggings  for  my 
Scouts  &  partiaauAi 

Genl.  Clark  is  come  over  the  mountain^  &  his  Commissaries  are 
purchasing  great  quantities  of  Flour  &  Indian  corny  but  he  appears 
to  be  doub^ul  of  carrying  bis  grand  object,  and  I  shall  not  be 
surprized  to  see  his  Expedition  fall  through  for  it  is  clear  to  mci 
that  wise  men  at  a  great  distance,  view  things  in  the  western 
Country  very  differently  from  those,  who  are  more  immediately 
acquainted  with  Circumstances  &  situations. 

As  little  or  nothing  is  left  in  my  power,  I  hope  leave  of  absence 
will  be  granted  me  for  a  few  weeks  to  go  down  the  Country  especially 
as  my  chief  motive  is  to  promote  the  public  good  by  every  argu* 
menty  I  am  master  of. 

I  have  wrote  to  the  Clothier  General  to  supply  the  Troops  under 
my  Command,  with  at  least,  Hunting  Shirts,  &c,  and  I  hope  it  will 
DOW  be  In  the  power  of  the  State  to  furnish  the  officers  with  aat 
allowance  of  Clothing  &c. 

With  perfect  respect  &  esteem  I  have, 

the  Honor  to  be  your  Excellency's  most  obedt.  servt. 

DANI£L  BRODHEAD. 

Postscript  13th,  I  have  this  moment  received  a  Letter  from  GK>vn 
Jefferson  a  copy  of  which  is  likewise  enclosed. 

His  Excell/ Jo0  Beed  Esqr. 


ExTBAOT  OF  Letter  Feom  Col.  Lbybh  Powell^  1781. 

Herred'sburg,  Jany.  2Ist.  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

Since  about  the  middle  of  Deer,  when  one  man  was  killed  near 
the  Falls,  no  mischief  has  been  done  in  this  Countrey  by  the 
Indians  'till  a  few  days  ago,  when  seven  Indians  &  a  white  man, 
^made  prisoner  about  four  years  ago)  came  over  to  the  north  side 
of  Kentucky  for  the  purpose  of  Horse  stealing,  The  whiteman  left 
Asm  &  came  into  a  station  &  gave  informaticxi  of  their  design  which 

Eoved  too  late  as  they  had  stolen  ft  got  off  with  about  seventeen 
orses.  This  man  informs  that  the  Snawanese  are  about  16  miles 
from  the  Packawee  town  where  they  mean  to  staf  the  next  year  ft 
are  preparing  to  make  an  early  ft  vigorous  attack  on  this  Country 
in  the  spring  ft  have  expectation  of  driving  the  people  out  of  it  in 
the  Course  of  the  year  in  which  they  are  to  be  aided  by  a  party 
from  Detroit.    An  Express  arrived  a  few  days  ago  from  a  post  1^ 
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which  we  have  Mooants  of  an  expedition  from  the  IUin<»t  agahisi 
the  Omee  town,  headed  bj  a  Colo.  De  la  Balme  some  time 
early  in  the  Fall,  This  Gkntleman  was  yery  enoeeasfnl  nntil  he  had 
eet  out  on  his  retnm  when  he  was  orertaken  abont  9  miles  from  the 
town  by  the  Indians,  totally  defeated  with  the  lose  of  opwards  of  80 
killed  including  himeelf,  and  lost  npwarda  of  one  hundred  Honee 
richly  laden  with  phioder.  The  snnrivore  inform  that  the  Engliflh 
had  sent  from  Detroit  two  pieces  of  Gannon  that  were  then  only  two 
days  march  from  the  Omee,  intended  for  this  Gonntrey  that  some 
letters  were  intercepted  to  an  agent  at  that  town,  directing  a  large 
quantity  of  Com  to  be  purchas^.  These  are  Circumstances  exceed- 
ingly unfavorable  to  the  people  here,  &  really  make  me  tremble  for 
their  Fate. 

Colo.  Clark  is  now  at  Richmond  ft  much  is  expected  from  him 
but  the  movements  of  our  people  are  so  slow,  ft  our  finances  so  loW| 
that  I  wish  he  may  be  able  to  bring  any  aid  in  time. 

Our  military  affairs  in  this  Countrey  are  in  a  poor  miserable 
shattered  state,  the  Commissaries  in  Combination  with  some  ai 
their  associates  suspected  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  Cheating 
their  Countrey  they  in  their  turn  abusing  him  for  neglect  of  Duty 
or  want  of  military  knowledge,  ft  so  is  the  time  spent  here  while 
this  impending  danger  is  hanging  over  their  heads.  At  the  lUenois 
I  fear  matters  are  still  worse,  it  is  said  that  Colo.  Montgomery  af^ 
obtaining  a  valuable  Cargo  of  peltry  at  the  expense  of  the  State  has 
with  several  other  officers  ft  men  pushed  off  to  New  Orleans,  where 
it  is  supposed  he  means  to  stay  till  a  Captn.  Dodge  who  is  Agent  in 
that  Countrey  from  the  State  j<Mns  him  with  an  other  Oai|soe  pro- 
cured in  the  same  manner.  I  am  sorry  that  I  have  nothing  mors 
favourable  to  Communicate  but  you  tad  me  write  &i  have  netliing 
better  for  you. 

LEVEN  POWELL. 

Extract. 


Gov.   JSFFERSON   OP  ViRO.    TO   OOL.  BrODHEAD,   1781. 

Bichmond,  Fabry.  13th,  1781. 
Sir,    * 

I  have  duly  received  your  favor  by  Coll.  Gibson,  I  am  aorry  Co 
learn  there  is  any  scarcity  of  provisions  in  your  settlemeBtSy  never- 
theless 1  must  suppose  it  too  numerous  to  be  at  any  time  under  a 
difficulty  to  support  so  moderate  a  Garrison  as  yours,  if  the  means 
of  drawing  provisions  from  the  People  are  furnished  you,  I  appre- 
hend your  wants  proceed  rather  from  deficiencies  of  money  than  of 
provisions  in  which  case  our  purchases  will  searoely  effect  you,  as 
the  forbearing  them  would  not  increase  your  Stock  of  money,  how- 
ever from  what  CoL  Gibson  tells  me  I  have  reason  to  hope  that 
animal  Food  will  in  a  great  measnie  be  proemred  on  the  south  aide 
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of  theboandary.  Oeoenl  Wasbiogtons  letter  transtnitted  by  you 
to  6enr.  Clark  will  no  doiibt  bave  satisfied  yoa  bow  earoestly  be 
espouses  tbe  senrice  on  wbiob  tbat  Gentleman  is  ordered,  &  that  it 
is  bis  desire  be  sbonld  receive  from  you  every  aid  of  Men  and 
necessaries  wbiob  you  can  belp  him  to,  I  rely  for  yonr  Cordial 
execution  of  tbis  desire  on  your  Zeal  for  tbe  common  canse  as  well 
as  your  respect  for  tbe  wisbas  of  tbe  Commander  in  Chief.  ColL 
Oibson  at  my  request  with  bis  Regiment^  is  ordered  by  Major  Genr. 
Baron  Steuben  on  tbe  same  service. 

I  am  with  much  respect  Sir, 

your  most  obedt  humb.  servt. 


Col.  Henry  to  MAHiNawsaBBSucH,  1781. 

Salem,  Feb'y  26tb,  1781. 
Colo.  Henry  to  Mahingwegeesuch  as  follows  : 

Brother  Mahingwegeesuch,  listen  to  me» 

I  have  received  yours  of  the  4*^  Instant,  by  which  I  see  that  some 
misunderstanding  has  arose  between  us,  which  partly  derived  from  a 
speech  brought  to  me  in  your  namoi  which  I  now  find  to  be  a  speech 
sent  from  Gapt*  Thompson. 
Brother, 

I  am  not  willing  tbat  our  Friendship  should  be  broke  or  disturbed 
in  tbe  least,  nor  do  I  think  tbat  if  Friendship  is  settled  on  a  good 
Foundation,  it  vrill  be  easily  overthrown ;  therefore  bave  patience  a 
few  days  longer,  &  I  will  be  with  you^  when  we  will  settle  all  these 
matters  again. 
Now,  Brother, 

1  have  some  other  matters  to  acquaint  yon  of,  which  I  think  needs 
your  attention  more  than'  tbe  above  mentioned.  YoU  know  I  told 
yon  when  I  came  away,  tbat  I  should  go  no  further  than  the 
Brethren  Towns.  I  bave  been  here  all  tbis  time.  Tbe  Council  of 
Coocbockiog  have  entirely  stopped  my  ears,  so  that  I  know  nothing. 
But,  Brother,  a  Bird  has  wispered  something  in  my  ear,  &  this  X 
will  ucquaint  you  of,  vis :  Some  Days  ago,  a  Mingoe  came  to  Goo- 
ohocking,  k  received  a  speech  from  tbe  Council  there,  which  made 
bim  go  home  laughing.  '  Tbe  Speeoh  was  to  tbis  purpose,  vis. : 
^<  I  am  your  Friends,  &  on  tbis  ode,  &  only  wait  to  see  what  you 
''  are  about  &  then  shall  join  you.  There  is  none  of  us  here  who 
<<  thinks  of  bemg  Friends  to  tbe  Virginians.  There  is  one  man  who 
^<  is  a  Friend  to  them,  namely,  Caylaylemont.'^  Farther,  Tatepawk- 
ski  &  Mawgruot  are  gone  with  a  Speech  to  the  Wyandotts,  to  make 
up  tbat  matter  whieb  happened  last  Spring,  namely,  when  one  of 
their  men  went  with  several  of  yours  &  took  Two  of  their  women  at 
Sandusky  prisoners. 

Agaiuj  every  body  here  now  knows  that  tbe  Cooohoeking  men  afe 
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getting  ready  to  go  &  fight  yxm,  ft  a  P^^^J.  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  8^°^  ^  alreadj 
the  Coarse  they  took  was  towards  Wheeling.  Three  of  these  war- 
riors are  William  Penn's  near  relations,  &  one  a  Friend  to  White 
Eyes's  Cousin,  &  the  Captain  of  the  party  is  John  Lewis's  Brother. 

Again ;  a  party  of  Five,  of  whioh  Monseknife  was  Captain,  are 
oome  from  war,  &  baye  brought  with  them  the  scalps  of  one  old  man 
k  one  ohild.  Again^  I  heard  some  days  ago,  that  a  pretty  large 
party  of  Wyandotts  was  gone  off  towards  Fort  Pitt 

Again,  I  hear  three  parties  of  Wingnnand's  men  are  gone  to  war ; 
likewise  other  smalFparties  from  the  Shawnese  Towns;  Bat  all 
warriors  are  ordered  in  in  a  short  time ;  For  immediately  at  the 
Change  of  this  moon,  (that  is,  the  appearance  of  the  moon)  all  war- 
riors are  to  be  in  one  Body  with  all  the  English  that  are  at  Detroit 
These  are  first  to  Destroy  all  the  Delawares  that  are  friends  to  the 
States,  &  then  to  proceed  to  Beaver  Creek  &  Fort  Pitt  The  latter 
acoonnt  I  oommunioate  to  you  as  I  heard  it ;  the  former  accoants 
yoti  may  depend  on  to  be  true. 

Now,  Brother,  thiif  letter  I  send  yon  by  Montour;  as  soon  as  I 
see  those  men  here  from  CSooohocking  which  I  hare  sent  for^  1  will 
set  out  with  them  for  Pittsbnrgli. 

I  am  year  Friend  ft  Brother, 

COL-HENET. 
COL*  BRODHEAD,  Command*. 


Copt  of  a  Lbttbr  from  Bbv.  John  HACEEKWELBn  to 
Col.  BaoDHBADy  1781. 

Salem,  February  26^,  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  bare  reeeifed  yottr  kind  Ikvor  of  Jann'y  4^,  by  whieh  I  saw  the 
small  piisent  from  my  Wifi»  was  aooepted  of.  I  have  likewise 
received  die  Almanac,  and  We  all  are  greatly  indebted  to  yoa  for 
year  kindness  3  bat  my  wife  in  particalar,  retaros  yoa  thanks  f<Hr 
what  yoa  sent  to  her. 

In  Killbook's  letter  yoa  will  find  the  true  State  of  the  People  at 
Oooohockiog,  I  ooald  never  learn  what  they  were  properly  aboat,  for 
they  kipt  their  matters  very  Secret;  Now  it  is  almost  pabliely  known 
thev  are  aboat  no  good  basineas,  And  have  been  Very  bnsy  in  trying 
to  deceive  yoa  this  long  time.  They  have,  as  I  am  informed,  also 
told  lies  of  Us  Brethren.  I  mast  wonder  at  their  Stnpiditj — ^Bat 
let  me  see ;  I  think  Killbnelt  acquaints  yoa  of  nearly  the  same  matter 
they  Accused  Us,  as  a  chief  Arrant,  they  themselves  are  on }  there- 
fore I  apprehend  they  will  find  themselves  in  the  Trap  at  last. 

I,  indeed,  believe  that  the  greatest  part  of  them  wiU  be  upon  yoa 
in  a  few  days.  They  have  already  been  stop'd  once  or  twice,  bat  I 
daily  hear  they  will  go  eoon  5  they  have  ranged  themselvee  uito  three 
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ptrtyt,  Md  if  I  «m  right,  one  party  U  gone  of  alreedy.  Vat  I  bope 
Ibey  will  receiTe  wbat  they  deserve. 

As  I  understand  the  Conneellors  will  be  hear,  in  a  day  or  two,  to 
have  some  letters  read,  brought  by  Sam'  Evans,  I  am  determined  to 
Unmask  their  faees,  and  declare  nnto  them  never  to  write  a  angle 
syllable  for  them  any  more. 

Since  ray  last  letter  to  yon,  I  found  that  it  was  an  Irapossibilitv 
for  Rillbuok  to  lay  hold  of  Bawbee,  in  this  part  of  the  Country ;  tSe 
had  he  offered  to  have  touched  him,  he  probably  would  have  lost  his 
life. 

Killbaok  &  Montnre  are  those  whom  Bawbee  threatens  to  kill,  on 
account  of  his  being  imprisoned ;  almost  every  body  that  comes  here 
from  Ooochockung,  says  that  he  utters  the  most  horrid  threats  against 
these  two  Persons ;  and  it  is  apprehended,  that  if  he  cannot  find  an 
opportunity  to  commit  his  design  on  the  former,  some  of  hie  Friends 
will  have  to  pay  for  it. 

The  Council  of  Ooochockung  hare  also  been  very  busy,  as  it 
appears,  to  blacken  the  Character  of  Killbuck ;  this  proceeds  from 
different  reasons,  of  which  I  believe  one  to  be,  that  Killbuck  is  a 
friend  to  the  States,  which  they  themsdhee  are  not^  as  it  really  now 
appears,  by  their  own  Actions. 

John  Monture  has  been  no  further  than  this  plaoe^  where  he  has 
had  an  opportunity  of  hearing  what  is  passing ;  be  will  be  aUe  to 
give  you  a  full  aocount  of  all  what  is  mention^  in  ELillbuck'B  letter, 
and  more  besides.  I  cannot  think  otherwise  of  either  of  these  two, 
than  that  they  are  true  to  the  States. 

As  I  understand  that  you  intend  to  go  soon  down  the  Country,  I 
have  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Rev*  M*  Matthews,  at  Litis,  directed  to 
M'  W*  Henry,  &Kf^  Lanoaster,  which  I  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  take 
to  your  care. 

Should  it  be  oonduded  on,  that  a  body  of  Men  should  March  to 
Coochookinff,  to  punish  those  wicked  people,  I  trust  tb«t  your  honor 
wiUdo'all  that  Hes  in  your  power  to  prevent  mistlistin^  any  body 
belonging  to  our  Towns ;  and  you  may  depend,  Sir,  that  in  case  any 
of  your  Men  should  have  occasion  to  come  by  any  of  our  Towns,  that 
they  would  meet  with  much  kindUMS  fr6m  our  Pe<^e. 
I  aiftf  with  great  respect. 

Dear  Sir,  your  most  obe'*  hum*  servt., 
JOHN  HACKENWELDER. 

P.  S. — Mv  best  Compliments  to  all  Officers  &  Friends. 

Coll.  Brodhead,  Commandant. 

Cap,  John  Iewin  to  Pwcs.  Reed,  1781. 

New  Windsor,  Marcb  12th,  17S1. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  this  day  observed  in  a  Pennsa.  paper  of  the  7th,  Inst. 
Publiok  notice  given  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Pennsa.  line, 
to  appear  with  stated  accompts  of  their  Depreciation  at  the  different 
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MmeBy  an!  plaees  laeiitiened  in  Ae  BesolYte  of  the  ExeoatiTe 
Council,  in  order  to  have  them  setiled,  otfaerwiae  they  should  be  in 
Danger  of  being  Excluded.  And  as  the  time  alloted  for  the  2nd, 
Kegimenit  of  In&ntry,  (to  which  I  belonged  nntill  the  Ist,  of  Janii* 
ary  last,)  is  from  the  i2th^  to  the  15th,  Inst,  indosive  It  will  be 
impossible  consistent  with  my  duiy  {whieh  is  at  present,  that  of 
Gommissary  to  the  Gen.  and  Staff  of  the  army)  to  appear  at 
iidownings  town  (the  plaoe  mentioned  for  settlement)  within  the 
time  above  mentioned,  And  it  woald  be  no  less  cruel  than  unjust 
that  I  should  be  in  Danger  of  loosing  that  which  has  been  dearly 
Samed,  (During  the  course  of  five  Campaigns,)  at  the  ezpence 
not  only  of  blo^,  but  the  best  part  of  my  Constitution  moie 
Sspetially  when  publiok  Service  prevents  my  attendance.  There  is 
at  present  in  and  near  this  plaoe,  no  less  than  Seventy  men,  and 
about  four  officers  of  the  Pensy  line  in  the  same  situation  with  my 
Self — ^Twenty  Nine  or  thirty  of  which  are  in  the  Commander  in  < 
Chiefs  Guwd,  and  the  remainder  in  the  Artilery-^Whoee  Duty  in- 
tirely  prevents  their  having  an  opertunity  of  going  to  Pennsa.  finr  a 
Settlement— And  I  must  Confess  (if  duty  would  not  pennit)  that  it 
would  be  a  deficult  matter  with  me,  to  prooui»  money  suffi  Qient»  to 
Defray  the  necessary  exigence  of  a  Journey  to  Philadelphiai  WUeh 
need  not  be  Wonderd  at — ^When  it  is  Gensiderd,  that  the  Pnblick 
has  not  advanced  a  single  fiirthing  for  near  twelve  months  past— 
exepting  partial  payments.  Dear  Sir  your  mentioning  to  Council 
the  necessity  of  Sending  a  Commissionor  in  order  to  Setde  the  Ao- 
compts  of  the  officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  line  in  this  Quarter,  Would 
in  my  Humble  opinion  be  serving  the  publick,  and  them,  as  there  is 
mat  Uneasiness  prevails  Amon^  the  Soldiers  rparticnlarly  of  the 
Guards)  least  they  should  loose  the  dear  Earned  toward  of  their 
labours.  Tour  informing  me  by  letter,  what  Council  may  think 
proper  to  do  in  tins  matter,  wfll  be  JSsteem^d  as  a  particular  favour, 
k  I  will  Conduct  myself  accordingly. 

There  is  no  news  here  at  jpresent— The  Genl.  bas  not  Arrived 
from  Bhode  Island — I  Bemain  with  every  Centiment  of  Esteem, 
and  respect; 

Your  most  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

JN*.  IRWIN,  Capt.  Pennsa.  line. 

Directed^ 

Publick  Service. 

Timothy  Matlack,  Esq',  SeC^  to  the  Executive  Council  of  Pennsa, 
Philadelphia. 

Per  Post 
lndor$edf 

From  John  Lrwin,  Capt  Penns.  line.  Scad  in  Council  20  March, 
1781.* 

T.  M. 

*  Not  noticed  on  the  xmnntes. 
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Ciroiilflr»-H>f  Con^iMf,  177,  Hi,  441» 

464,  476. 
dark,  Jamei,  loalped  by  Indians,  28, 

29. 
Clark,  Gapt  Jobs,  66,  66,  68,  79. 
Clarko,  Col.  dostroys  two    Bhawnese 

towns,  637,  680,  743,    At  BleboiOBd, 

768. 
Clarke  Gonl.,  767,  769. 
ClarksoD,  Matthew,  (manbal)  letter  of 

Pres.  on  sale  of  salt,  498.    V.  Hop- 

kinson  to  oa  ditto,  609.     forbids 

sale,  600. 
Claypoole,  James,  (SberUf)  ipurd  for 

prison,  117,  321. 
Clinton,  Qeorge,  Got.  of  X.  Y.,  letter 

of  inquiry  respeotiiig  aot  of  Congress, 

132,  179. 
Clinton^  Sir  Henry,  312. 
Clothiers,  62,  63,  67,  707. 
Clothing,  17.  26,  34,  36,  53,  66,  67,  76, 

96,  105,  109,  116,  117,  140,  161,  162, 

185,  199.     Officer  sells,  161, 162, 165. 
Claggage,  Major  Robert,  278,  297. 
Coats,  CoL  Wmiam,   letters  to    aad 

frosa,  43,  378.    Troops  for,  608. 
Colonels  of  Battalions,  Ciieulars  to, 

HI. 
Cols,  of  City  Battalions,  309. 
Comnissarios,  69,  92,  15U 
Commissary  of  supplies — seareity  of 

proTisions,  287. 
Commissary  Gen.  of  pnrebases,  92, 150, 

240. 
Commissions,  618. 
Commissioner  of  pnrebasea—appolnted, 

154, 164,  219,  277,  441,  720. 
Commissioners   for    proeariog   salt-^ 

seareity  feared,  4,  24,  28.    Of  PbUa. 

Co.,  80.     For  procnring  floor,  84. 

Of  Virginia,  91,  353^    Of  Taxes,  126. 

Of  Berks  Co.  taxes,  124,  132. 
Commissionen  on  boandaiy  l>etweeB 

Virga.  and  Penna,  353. 
Oommittoo  of  Congress  at  oamp,  266, 

267,  293,  312, 814, 315,  387,  355,  404, 

412.    Complained  of  by  Pres.  S.ood, 

419. 
Conestoga    manor   pvrebased    by   J. 

Museer  of  Delawares,  30,  54,  66. 
Confederaoy,  Capt.  Harding  of  ship, 


oonplaiaed  of  for  ittpressiag«eaaen, 

643. 

Confederation,  Artioles  of,  signed  by 
Maryland,  thns  completing  the  whole 
thirteen  States,  749. 

Conflaeated  Bstates,  instmctions  for 
sale  of,  345.   Letter  to  agents  of,  760. 

Congress — ^letters  to  and  from,  20,  76> 
85, 87, 98,  99, 136, 142, 177,  199,  203, 
203,  229,  261, 263, 277,  299,  326, 340, 
343,  348, 375,  395,  419, 429,  458,  517, 
529,  534,  585,  560,  683,  591,  606,  609, 
635,  636, 639,  657,  685,  686,  694,  702, 
705,  719,  722,  723,  751.  Resolutions 
of,  86,  142,  173,  176,  185,  195,  255, 
256,  261,  272,  285,  332,  346,  352, 375, 
391,  448,  519, 620, 563,  603,  629,  649, 
687,  699,  700, 724,  737,  749, 753.  Ma- 
rine Committee  of,  231.  Delegates 
in,  9,  46,  61,  161,  191,  351,  392,  494» 
643,  703,  711,  722,  746.  Bo.  from 
Conneetiont,  111,  112,  239.  Circu- 
lars of,  20,  203,  261,  277.  Journals 
printed,  98.  Order  military  trophies 
to  be  oolleoted,  98.  Pres.  Reed  re- 
quests a  part  of  sentence  of  Gen. 
Arnold  to  oe  dispensed  with  in  view 
of  his  previous  good  serrices,  99. 
Draw  for  money,  104,  121,  196,  252, 
255,  342.  Proclamation  for  a  fast, 
131,  185.  Appointment  of  officers  to 
be  suspended,  142.  Minute  respecting 
John  Holker's  flour,  147.  Respect- 
ing commissions  to  privateers,  173. 
Horses,  175.  Clothing  to  officers  of 
med.  stalt  185.  Col.  Brodhead  to 
be  sustained,  195.  Want  of  money, 
supplier,  Ao.,  203,  375.  French  fleet, 
251.  Quotas  of  States  of  10  millions, 
255.  Committee  of  co-operation  at 
eamp,  266,  267,  293,  312,  314,  315, 
337,  355,  356,  404,  412.  Direct  Ad- 
miralty to  fit  out  vessels  of  war,  273, 
277.  Conference  of  Committee,  281. 
Commissions  for  privateers,  340. 
Ask  to  bo  informed  of  measures 
taken,  343.  Respecting  furnishing 
to  French  allies,  25,000  men,  34^ 
348.  Furnish  Exchange  on  Minister 
to  Franee,  891.  Money  asked  for  by 
Penna.,  392, 395.  Pres.  Reed's  state- 
ment of  State  proceedings,  458-468. 
Resolutions  on  emission  of  bills,  520. 
Appoint  fast  day,  590.  Commissions 
for  private  armed  vessels,  606.  Ap- 
point signers  of  bills  for  Penna., 
634,  639.  Non  payment  of  interest, 
711. 

Connectient  Troops,  44,  421.  Letter 
to  Delegates  of,  on  Wyoming  lands, 
111.    Gov.  TrumbuU,  of.  111. 

Conner,  Col.,  637, 

CoonoUyi  Dr.  John,  in  prison,  asks  ro- 
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tnnf  of  a  Ikrotite  p^  oTpistolt,  Me., 
104. 

CentineiiUl  m<mej,  141,  277,  Wt,  804, 
S83, 385, 416, 517,  &S4, 7§7.  Sisnen 
appointed,  635. 

CoDTention  at  Hartfoidy  proeeediogi 
■ent  Prea,  617. 

Cooper,  Envign,  65. 

Coran,  Gapt,  of  ArlSOerj,  reftues  obe- 
dience to  CoL  Tlower,  469. 

Coagbenawage  burned,  387. 

Conoeil,  Beeolation  of,  608. 

CourU,  326,  622.  Of  eommon  pleai, 
622. 

Conrtfl  martial,  70.  On  Franeij  Swainei 
397,  429,  433. 

Oowpertbwute,  Ool.,  111. 

Ooz,  Col.  John,  369,  406. 

Craig,  Capt.,  76. 

Crawford,  Forty  77.    BTaenated,  106. 

Oamberland  Co.,  Lientenante,  152. 

Comberland  Co.,  taxes  not  demanded 
by  collectors,  91.    Indiase,  243. 

Cumberland  Co.,  wagons  in,  447.  Offi- 
cer* of,  522.    Indians,  558. 

Currency— emissions  stopped,  58. 

Curry,  CoL,  52. 


Davis,  Darid,  commissioner  of  pureba- 

ses,  382,  458. 
Dean,  Joseph,  81,  712. 
De  Comey,  Monsieur,  383,  396,  406, 

416. 
Deed  for  Land,  defecUve,  49. 
Deharen,  Peter,  860. 
De  Laney,  CoL  111. 
De  La  Luserne,  CheTslier,  383. 
De  la  Balme,  Col.  and  party—fate  o^ 
•    706,  767. 
Delaware    Indians,  120,152.    Towns 

destroyed  by  CoL  Clarke,  of  Vit^nia, 

515.  In  dians,  base  attempt  by  whites 

to  destroy,  near  Hanna's  Town,  506. 
Delaware  Rirer,  armed  boats  in,  216^ 

231,  254,  274,  889,  437. 
Delaware,  State  of,  letter  to<}or.  on 

exportation  of  provisions,  from,  10. 

Allows  export  of  provisions,  229, 609. 
Delegates  in  Congress  to  and  from,  9, 

6!*  161,  191,  851,  892,  494,  643,  711, 

722,  745. 
Delegates  in   Congress  from  Conaeeti- 

ont,  letter  to,  on  Wyoming  Lands, 

111,  112. 
Denny,  David,  496. 
Depositions,  of  John  LeiTertie,   887. 

Henry    CNeUl,    527.    D.    Franks, 

615.    Joseph  Shoemaker,  645.  • 
Deserters,  6, 12,  74,  77,  95,  14)0,  103. 


184»  2tS,  288,263,  S6S»3l7,  418^418, 

510,  623. 
Deshler,    David,    and    Chariea,    SMu 

(eommtsdomersof  pvrebaaea.)    99%, 

517,  697,  701,  711,  721. 
Detroit--*  strong  fort,  above  deacrtbad, 

106.  British  aad  ladiaa  aoavertiim 

at,  707. 
Deox  Points^  Geuot  da,  letter  intra- 

duetory,  684. 
Dickinson,  Oea.  PhnamoB,  M6y  887, 

736. 
Diggee,  Dudley,  0«r.  of  Virginia. 
Distillation    of   Liquors  tK>m  Qnin, 

31. 
Dos,  Andrew,  appointed  eommiFriomer 

of  purchases  in  Philadelphia,  184, 

169,  412.    Applies,  as  conmiasianer, 

for  sale  of  State  Islaad,  412. 
Dougherty,  Cap.  John,  369. 
Dnane,  James,  (M.  C.)  difficulty  wMk 

SbariTs  officer,  628,  858.    OonuniU 

tee  D.  of  Congress,  694. 
Dnch^  house  to  be  ooenpied  by  C.  J. 

McKeau,  684^ 
Duncan,  Stephen,  resigns  as  Jnttfaa, 

being  elected  to  Assembly,  587. 
Dunlap,  Col.  31. 
Dunlap,  John,  and  J.  Badden,  ineiM- 

rial,  208. 
Du  PorUil,  Gen.  proposals  respecting 

Sappers  and  miners,  37. 


Baston^muster  of  Soldiers  at,  321. 
Eckart,  Yolantine,    Indian    mnrders, 

529. 
Edwards,  Col.  Thomas,  account,  237. 

Militia,  288. 
Elder,  Joshua,    election  of  JnsUeea, 

101. 
Elizabethtown,  N.  J.,  snrpriaa  of  poet 

at,  103.  GenL  St  asir  at,  KKU 
Ellsworth,  Oliver,  conference,  261. 
Embargo,  10,  229,  261,  268,  266^  888> 

354,  432,  433,  609. 
Enceinture,  a  good  cause  for  staying 

execution,    but   not   Judgment,   in 

opinion  of  C.  J.  MoKean,  288. 
Bpiseopal  Missionaiy  at  Carlisle,  land 

granted  to,  becomes  tory,  107. 
Erwin,  Capt,  106^ 
Brwin,  Col.  Joseph,  66,  78. 
Erwin,  Robert,  126,  145. 
Bspy,   David,  respecting  Jastieuf  in 

Bedford  T.  108. 
BstaAes  ferfeitod,  282. 
Estates    conflscatod,    733,    734,    786. 

Letter  to  Agents,  785. 
Ethonrt,  Cap.  of  French  Vessel*,  646, 

547. 
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Byftni,  'Eyou,  rtnigM  ai  JostlM,  being 

elected  to  Msembly,  597. 
Bwing,  John,  a  Penna.  Gommr.  to  nm 

line  between  Virga.,  963. 
Bxcbange  on  Monies  to'Franoe,  391. 

41L 
B jre,  Major  Beqj.  e.  SohnjlkiU  bridge, 

Byres,  OoL  of  ArtiUery,  111. 


P. 

Farmer,  Col.  Lewis,  Olotbier,  152,  706. 

P&yette,  Marquis  of,  expedition  under, 
196. 

Ferguson,  BUt'th,  petition  on  sale  of 
Estate,  4. 

Ferris,  Owen,  arms  wanted,  229. 

Finly,  Capt.,  40. 

Finnie,  Col.,  577. 

Fieber,  Maj.  Henrj,  supposed  to  be 
taken  by  boats  in  JOelaware,  275, 

Flint,  Royal,  70,  86. 

Flour  in  Exchange  for  Salt,  3.  Soaroity 
of,  48,  51,  53,  55,  85,  86,  90,  147, 
237,  359,  398,  402,  601.  CouTeyed 
to  Bnemy,  125. 

Flower,  Col.  Benj.,  letters  to  and  ttota 
Ae.,  26,   110.     Cap.  Coran  refuses 

.  e^edienee  to,  468. 

Forage,  Scareity  of,  150, 151,  163, 175, 
404,  600,  608.    Master,  155,  165. 

Forman,  David,  832. 

Foreman,  Hugh,  697. 

Forsyth,  Koberi  purchases,  577. 

Fort,  Allen,  286.  Armstrong,  (Eitton- 
ning,)  38,  166.    Brady's,  157.    Free- 

-  land's,  157.  Crawford,  77,  106.  At 
Detroit  deeeribed,  606.  Frederick, 
militia  at,  5.  ,  Freelaad,  637.  Jen- 
kins,  29,  40,  157,  171,  563.    Mfflin, 

.    509,  728.  At  Montgomery's,  29,  171. 

.  Melntosh,  531.  Muneey,  29,  40, 157, 
166.   Pitt,78,109,169, 172,  405,441, 

.  478,  484,  499,   552,   554,  642,  743. 

.  Bioe  attacked,  561.  Its  location,  567. 
Attacked,  667.  Schuyler,  370.  BuUt 
by  Bngliflh  for  Shawnese,  551. 

France — ^guns,  standards  and  seals  or- 
dered in  Paris,  267. 

Franks,  David,  Britisb  Agent,  88. 

Franks,  David  8.,  asks  investigation  of 

.  bis  conduct  with  Arnold,  589.  Or- 
dered to  depart,  611.  Depreciation 
of  currency,  615.  Deposition,  616. 
Reason  for  not  departing,  617.  De- 
clared very  frivolous,  617.   - 

Frederick,  Fort,  5. 

Freeland,  Fort,  location  and  capture, 

.   157,637. 

French  Army  at  Rhode  Island,  479. 

Freock  Creek,  Indian  murder  ^n,  640. 


Frencb  fleet  ezpeoted,  251,  812,  834, 
347,  350,  366.  Off  Newport,  406. 
Off  Virginia,  414,  416,  443,  455,  604. 
Search  of  vessels  for  sailors,  403, 412. 
Cutting  masts  on  Schuylkill,  540, 
542,  543.  Correspondence  relating 
to  importation  of  m'dxe  in,  545-548, 
549,  552,  571. 

French    Minister,    (Luseme,)    invites 

-  Pres.  and  Couneil  to  dinner,  45.  Re- 
views troops,  207.  Letters  to  and 
from,  334. 

Frontiers,  58,  65,  66,  68,  78,  106,  109, 
113,  157,  158, 170, 189,218,  246,  265, 
278,  302,  305,  348,  378,  387,  393, 405, 
408, 412,  418, 471,491,  536,  558, 640^ 
728,  738,  742,  767. 

Furman,  Moore,  difficulties  for  provi** 
sions,  money,  Ac,  143,  146. 


Galloway,  Joseph,  memorial  respecting 
estate  of,  208. 

Gamble,  James,  petition,  177. 

Geddos,  Capt.,  49. 

€lerman  prisoners,  343. 

German  Regiment,  166. 

Gilbert,  Benj's,  family  taken  prisoners 
by  Indians,  213,  222,  259. 

Gillespie,  George,  481. 

Gnadenhutten,  158. 

Govett,  Wm.,  and  W.  Geddes,  73. 

Gonsales,  Emanuel,  attack  on  by  In- 
dians, 551. 

Gordon,  Thomas,  282. 

Greene,  Maj.  Gen.  Nathl.,  respecting 
forage,  danger  of  horses  starving, 
Ac,  150, 151,  163,  165,  380,  426, 475. 

Greene,  ship  General,  sale  of,  3. 

Grier,  Lieut,  642. 

Guybo,  Capt.  of  French  vessel,  on  im* 
porting  m'dse,  546. 

Gunsaleye's,  Martin,  house  attacked  by 
Indians,  202. 

Gumey,  CoL  Franoir,  81. 


Haokenwelder,  John,  letter,  Indians, 
deep  snow,  152.    Missionary,  211. 

Haffa,  Henry,  Sheriff,  704,  742. 

Hale,  Thomas,  speculations  with  pub- 
lic monies,  112,  115. 

Hall,  Charles,  seises  land  called  Indian 
Town,  118.     Receipts  fur  land,  194. 

Han,  David,  and  H.  Fisher;  armed  boats 
in  Delaware  Bay,  216. 

HaUer,  Henry,  83,  416,  42&»  426,  430. 

Hambright,  Capt.,  370,  418. 
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Buailtoii,  Wm.,  uaqiriMDed,  uks  re* 
lease,  59L 

Hand,  Oen.  Bdward,  IM.  Want  of 
men,  Ac,  1S6.  Oomplains  of  deaer- 
tions,  184.  His  rank,  409.  To  on 
appointments,  426* 

Hand,  Gen.,  515. 

Hanna,  Major,  626. 

Banna's  Town,  troope  for,  50,  05. 
Magasine  at,  60.  Pnblie  reoords  re- 
moTed  to,  284.  Base  attempt  to  des- 
troy Delaware  Indians  near,  506. 

Haonnm,  CoL,  163^  To  airest  murder- 
ers of  Mr.  Boyd,  244.  ProTisions, 
824. 

Warding,  Capt.,  of  ship  Oonfederaey, 

.  complained  of  for  impressing,  648. 

Harmar,  OoL  Joseph,  805.  Muater  roll 
188,  245,  515,  687,  530,  603. 

Harris,  Capt  John,  23,  550. 

Hart,  John,  bounty  for  soldiers,  im- 
patience, f  50.  75S. 

Hart,  Col.  Joseph,  826,  827,  856,  508, 
628,  707. 

Hartford,  Convention  at,  616. 

Hay,  Lt  CoL,  10,  Penns'a  &egt,  240. 

Hayes,  John,  317. 

Haselwood,  John,  eoadeouii  pnrohaM 
of  provisions,  668. 

Haaen,  CoL  Moaes,  petition  of  offioers 
in  jiis  regiment,  44.  Commands 
Canada  Regiment,  17,  646.  Cloth- 
ing— redress,  union  of  Canada,  106. 

Heath,  ITilliam,  respeoting  deserten, 
6. 

Helster,  BanL  Jr.,  607. 

Henry,  CoL  William,  80,  116,  207,809, 
880,  423,  652,  667,  685,  758,  761. 

Hessians,  05.  Deserters  may  be  in- 
listed  in  French  army,  448,  440. 

Hewitt,  Thomas,  ezpeeting  Indians  and 
Tories,  528. 

Hillegas,  Miehael,  (Treasurer)  402, 402. 

Hodgdon,  SamL,  asks  for  oannon,  174, 
468,  746. 

Hog  Island,  right  to  asserted,  780,  734. 
Seised  as  confisoated,  734%  Proctor's 
claim,  760. 

Holker,  Mons.,  P.  C,  respeoting  flour, 
Ac,  11, 87,  00,  94,  184,  147, 148,  847, 
850,  865,  866,  888,  396,  402,  416,  540, 
545,  550,  552,  571,  614,  756.  Corres- 
pondenoe  relating  to  fleet  negleeting 
regulations  on  importing  m'dzoi  645- 
548. 

Honeyman,  Lieut,  868,  878,  500. 

Hopkinson,  Judge  Francis,  salary,  241, 
245,  390, 412, 658.  Trial  postponed, 
667. 

Horses  starving,  169, 175, 181, 187, 309, 
810,  311,  310,  496.  To  be  branded, 
417.    Cost  of,  483. 

HospitaJ,  articles  for,  496. 


Hottemtn,  OdL,  618. 

House  of  BmploymeBt,  maaagen  of, 

aeocmmodaition   of    siek   piia^Mts, 

726, 726.      » 

»weU,  Jaoob  8.,  elotUng,  247. 

ibley,  CoL  Adam,  list  of  officers,  613. 

Sicpoeed  state  of  magasine,  7§6. 
Hubley,  John,  84,  889,  394,  400,  686. 

Journal,  401. 
Hnffnagle,  Michael,  militia,  210,  669. 
Humpton,  CoL  Richard,  76,  689,  69S. 
Hunter,  Col.  Samuel,  letters  to  and 

fh>m,  29,  88. 157,  166,  178,  189,  206, 

869,  898,  667,  601,  682,  688,  717. 
Huston,  Lient  W.,  wonndad  by  Ib« 

dians,  168. 
Hutohinson,  Dr.  James,  sngeeii  in  the 

army,  needs  several  artiolaa,  49i. 


Immell,  Capt,  288. 

Impressment,  complained  of  Oapt.  Har* 
ding  for,  648. 

laniAxs. 
Murders,  by  23,  140,  157,  160, 180, 
208,  218, 249»  282, 841, 869^  488^  618^ 
614,  528,  529,  640. 
Delaware,  murder  o^  SO.  Sealpe, 
James  Clark,  28,29.  0*  firontieia, 
78,  proposed  auide  of  delbnea  against, 
114.  Attack  a  sugar  camp  on  Bao» 
coon  Creek,  140.  Letter  of  J.  Hao- 
ken welder,  respeoting ,  162.  Man- 
oeys,  Delawdres,  and  Shawaees,  168* 
On  Fishing  and  Muneey  Creeks,  166. 
Take  prisoner^,  157.  Mingoeo  or 
Munius,Wisndoughalends,  169.  Mnn- 
■ey,  Washnash,  160.  Premiums  ibr 
sealps,  167,  172, 176, 187,  888.  Take 
Peter  Bens  prisoner,  1 7L  lavaaions, 
176.  Prisoners,  180.  laonrsions,  202. 
Attacked  by  Major  and  Captain  Weat- 
brook,  and  Oaftfain  Van  Btlen,  202. 
Murder  of  Gilbert  and  Peirt  fimiiliea, 
218.  Depredations  by,  224,  22A.  In 
Northamptoii  Co.  238,286.  In  Cum- 
berland  Co.  248.  InBuifaloe  Valley, 
249.  Near  Augwiek,  278.  Kear  12 
m.  Ran,  202.  Murders  by,  near  8«i« 
bury,  841,  518.  Scalps,  869,898. 
Petition  firomNorihamption  agaiaat, 
887.  Alaft'ms  from,  408.  Expedition 
proposed  against,  412.  Captain  niil. 
ips  and  others  killed  by,  488.  Mar- 
derbyWyaBdots,618.  InKeataeka, 
614.  Delawaretown  destroyod  by 
C^  Charoh  of  Virginia,  515.  Hoary 
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Lt.  Col.  Abraham,  443,  491,  522. 
Smith,  Col.  George,  52.  Smith,CoL 
Matthew,  23,  249,  417,  518,  691. 
Smith,  Richard,  740.  Smith,  Lt 
Robert  455,  535.  Smith,  Thomas, 
113.  Smith.  William,  415.  Steel, 
Archibald,  21.  Steuben,  Baron,  270. 
Stevenson,  George,  50,  107,  141. 
Stewart,  Charles,  698.  Stiles,  Joseph, 
189.  Stroud,  Col.  Jacob,  9, 176,  188. 
438       '  Fn^ci«»8*i?6,  117, 428, 431, 

Thomson,  Charles  550.    Thompson, 


Lkttbrs. 
John,  418.    Treasurers,  Conntj,  98. 
Treasury,  U.  8.  92,  185. 
UniTersity  of  Pennsa.  246,  648. 
Van  Campe%  John,  262,  683.    Tan- 
kemp,  John,  551.    Vanderen,  John, 
Jr.  594.     Virginia  Commissioners^ 
91. 

Wade,  Fnuieis.274.  Wadsworth,  Oen. 
Jeremiah,  205.  Wagon  masters,  444, 
447.  Wall,  George  178.  Wain,  NidM». 
lus,  81, 100.  Washington,  Gen.G«orgey 
85,  86,  43,48,  54,70,74,75,  117, 
128,  145, 155, 163,  180, 193,  214, 340, 
267,  292,  812,  314,  33%  339,  856,  361, 
373,  877,  414,  470, 474, 482, 486,  525, 
577,  598,  682,  687.  Watts,  Ool.  PrwI. 
eridc,  558.  Wayne,  Gen.  Anthony 
450,  451,  587,  593,  680.  Weitiel, 
John,  602.  Weltner,  Col.  Lund,  40, 
57,  62,  161,  171,  233,341.  West, 
WilUam,  Jr.  63L  Westmordand, 
Representatives,  709.  Wharton, 
James,  766.  Wilkinson,  James  C.  G. 
269.  Will,  William,  638.  Willet, 
Angustin,  305.  Williams,  Benseller, 
68.  Wilson,  James,  541,  543.  Wirts, 
Christian,  187,  192,  304,  311,  328, 
898,  575,  602,  632,  653,  668.  Wit- 
man,  Adam,  129,  264. 808,742.Wyii. 
koop,  Henry,  557,  573. 
York,  Co.  Lieut8.of,  444. 
Ziegler,  Cap.  Darid,  59,  309.  Zeis- 
berger,  David,  158.  , 

Lewis,  William,  to  defend  a  nit,  381 
286. 

Library  Co.  Phils.,  books  aniT«d  ai 
N.  Tork,  183. 

Lieutenants,  72,  458,  476,  519. 

lAndsay,  Dr.  Alexander,  518. 

Livingston,  Gov.  William,  «f  Kew 
Jersey,  139,  814,  576,  624,  684, 636, 
648. 

Loan,  authorised  by  Assembly,  T,  376. 

Loan  ottce  at  Lebanon,  61. 

Loohry,  CoL  Archibald,  letters  to  and 
from,  Ac,  42,  50,  6&,  66,  69,  77, 109, 
282,  290,  318,  405,  518. 

Long,  Andrew,  petition,  648. 

Luseme,  Chevalier  de  la,  reception  of 
by  Congress,  as  French  minister,  9. 
Letters,  384»  868,  448,  640,  648,  609, 
614,  628. 

Lutheran,  (German)  oongregallon  at 
Lebanon,  an  old  dispute  among^ 
123. 

Luts,  Nicholas,  appointed  eommis« 
sioner  of  purchases  in  Berks  Co., 
201,  301,  313,  842,  856,  867,  899, 
417,  438,  474. 

Lyndermood,  Col.  Michael,  230, 873.' 

LyoUi  Samuel,  439, 715. 
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llcCalister,  Col.  Rlehard,  letter  from, 

McGaUa,  William,  fines,  212,  557,  661. 
HcCleaD,   Arohibald,  letters  to   C.  J. 

MoKean,  on  foal  practices,! 4.  To  A 

from,  127, 1 45.    New  state,  2  80. 
MeClenachan,  Blair,  notice  to,  respeot- 

ing  sale  of  Ship  Gen.  Greene,  S. 
MeOleery,  William,  584. 
McElbatton,  Gap.  instrnotions  to,  S65. 
KcElroy,  Archibald,  commands  a  Bat« 

talion,  323,  8S6. 
McFarlen,  Lieut  594. 
MoGowan,  Capi.  209. 
MoGaire,  Matthew,  applies  for  money 

for  Pennsjlrania  Line,  756. 
Kclntyre,  Capt.  40,  106. 
McKean,  Thomas,   G.  J.  letters,   14, 

178,284,  298,  380,  403,  507,  649,  650, 

657.     Bailing  of  Griswold,  Ac,  640, 

650.     Statement  of  attomej    Gen. 

666.     Correspondence    with     Pres. 

Reed,  on  bailing  Griswold,  649, — 051, 

654,  666.    To  oocnpy  Baches  house, 

685. 
lleKinney,  David,  resigns  as   Jnstlee, 

to  enter  Assembly,  597. 
MoLane,  Captain,  clothing,  56. 
McLane,   Cap.   Allen,  applies  for  an 

appointment,  258. 
KcLene,  James,  taxes,  61. 
MoMnllen,  William,  282. 
KcPhemon,  Mi^or  W.  application  for 

adoption  into  the  state,  617. 
Kaclay,  William,  respecting  Indians, 

156, 172. 
Madison,  James,  a  Virginia  oommis- 

sioner,  to  mn  lino  between  Penn- 

sylraaia^  858. 
Magistrates,  oondnct  towards  Soldiers, 

oomplainod  of,  891. 
Marine  committee  of  congress,  231. 
Marsteller,  Col.  Philip,  respecting  flonr, 

51.    Porage  master,  155,   328,  362, 

871,  883. 
Maryland — Qovr.  Lee's,  letters,  on  Bm- 

bargo,    829,  854,  432,   438.    Signs, 

articles  of  confederation,   749,  751. 

Convention,  prisoners  to  be  remoyed 

from,  to  Pennsylvania,  753. 
Mason,  and  Dixon's,  line  to  be  extended 

to  fix  boondary,  between  Virginia, 

and  Pennsylvania,  853,  570. 
Mason,   George,   declines    building  a 

house,  his  reasons,  287. 
Mason,  John,  militia,  373, 
Massachusetts,  Troops,  44.    Letter  to 

Pres.  Powell,    of,  254.    Asks  pro- 
visions, 622. 


Masts,  for  French  fleet,  being  out  on 
Schuylkill,  545,  548,  549,  652,  578. 

Matthews,  Col.  George,  on  behalf  of 
prisoners  of  war,  at  New  York, 
660. 

Matlack,  Col.  Timothy,  letter,  60. 

Mease,  James,  Clothier,  639. 

Medicines,  list  of  for  army,  519. 

Melehor,  Col.  Isaac,  65. 

Melsheimer,  Mr.  a  BrltiBh  chaplain, 
recommended,  123. 

Memorials — B.  Flower  to  Assembly, 
27.  Of  Hacen's  Regt  to  Gen.  W. 
respecting  Canad.  Reg.  17.  Of  Dun- 
lap  and  Budden,  208.  Of  ^officers 
of  militia,  264. 

Menonists  of  Lancaster  Co.,  have 
many  cattle,  329. 

Merchants  of  Philadelphia,  letter  to 
on  Embargo,  266.     Aid,  704. 

Methodists,  persecuted  by  a  magistrate^ 
who  considers  them  Tories,  740. 

Miles,  Col.  Samuel,  appointed  dep.  Q. 
M.  by  T.  Pickering,  499,  533,  600, 
608,  618.  Applies  for  authority  to 
out  wood  for  soldiers,  over  Schuyl- 
kill, 618.  Furnish  a  horse,  699. 
Quarters  for  soldiers  in  Philadelphia^ 
718,  719. 

Military  Trophies,  to  be  collected  by 
order  of  Congress,  68. 

Militia,  5,  16,  21, 26,  27,  39, 50,  52,  62, 
68,69,96,  103,109,  119,  120,  149, 
189,  207,  243,  250,  264,  265,  268, 270, 
271,  292,  293,  305,  309,  815,  321, 
338,  337,  838,  344,  351,  874,  876» 
878,  382,  386,  389,  401,  443,  454, 
484,  491,  503,  507,  509,  531,  535, 
549,623,  633,  640,  645,667. 

Miller,  Rev.  Peter,  interoedes  for  John 
Rein,  666. 

Minister  of  France,  Frenoh  Sqnadron, 
expected,  calls  for  American  troops, 
promised,  334.  Asks  «Pres.  and 
Council  to  dinner,  45,  609.  Affairi 
ofMr.  Holker,  614,  628. 

Miralles,  Don  Juan  De,  asks  permis* 
ston  to  ship  flour,  174.  Dies,  228. 
Will  defective,  228. 

Mitchell,  Col.  John,  money  for  Schuyl- 
kill Bridge,  187.  Horses,  334.  Com- 
mand at  Wyoming,  716,  721.  On 
militia,  500,  501. 

Money,  Scarcity  of,  133.  Rate  of,  362, 
304.  Depreciation,  860,  883,  385, 
696. 

Montgomerjr's  fort,  29,  171. 

Montgomery,  Retd.  Joseph,  respecting 
Frontiers,  170. 

Moore,  Cap.  resigns,  288. 

Moorhead,  Cap.  of  Indep.  Co»,  78. 

Moravians,  551. 
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MorttHwi,  lodita  Towitfy  gemtnl  war 

expected,  76^. 
Mordeoy  Ralph,  eonYieted  of  Treasoa, 

letter,  C.  J.  McE.  respectmg,  607. 
Morgan,  Col.,  Q.  M.  Qb^  84. 
Horgvn,  Lt  Jaoob^  respeeting  militU 

of    Berks    Co.,    27a,    345.     Provi- 

dons,  JM4.     Militia,  369,  645,  665. 
Morgan,   CoL  Jaeob,    Indians    arms, 

138.    Af^inM  for  Phiiada^  449, 

562,  594,  702. 
Morris,  Bobart,  arms  for  Btata^  373, 

416. 
Morris,    CapL    Samuel,    310.     Light 

horse  ordered  outy  699. 
Morris,  Samuel,  Jr.,  troops,  308. 
Morris,    SamueU    Register,  Miralle's 

vill  dcfeetive,  2^8. 
Morristown,  Bnemj  marehing  for,  356. 

Penna.  Volunteers  at,  394. 
Mojlan's  Regiment,  Retam   of,  129. 

Returns    of    4th     Regiment,    183. 

Whleh  he  oommends,  184.     Going 

to  Lancaster  Co.,  606. 
Mad  Island  fortifications,  699.    Anns 

to  be  returned,  788. 
Muhlenberg,    F.    A.,   recommends   a 

British  Chaplain,  123. 
Mnncy,  Fort,  29,  40. 167, 106. 
Mnsser,   John,    purchases   Conaitoga 

manor,  30,  54,  56, 11^  196. 


N. 

Kanoarrow,  Mr.,  on  air  fiirQaees,  456. 

Nantucket  in  vant  of  provisions,  622. 

Navy,  American,  sale  of  ship  Oon. 
Greene,  3.  J.  Gamble  applies  to  be 
reoeired  into,  177.  To  be  fitted  for 
sea,  273,  277.  Galley  oflloers  to  be 
discharged,  728. 

Navj  Board,  letters,  346,  652.  Sale  of 
negroes,  846.    Iron  ballast,  562. 

NaT7,  British,  63,  77,  100;  181,  332, 

Navy,'  French,  fleet,  251,  312,  842. 
Squadron  expected,  334. 

Negroes,  sale  of,  belonging  to  oonti- 
nental  sloop  of  War  Florida,  346. 

Newark,  N.  J.,  surprise  of  post  at| 
103. 

New  Jersey,  letters  to  and  from  Gov., 
63, 139,  314,  576,  624,  634,  637.  Col. 
Bond  of,  attacks  a  p«r^  of  tories  at 
Del.  Water  Gap,  259.  Enemy  near 
Springfield,  308.  GenL  Knyphau- 
sen  in,  312.  Bnemy  at  Elisabeth- 
town  point,  314.  Enemy  leaves,  361. 
Army  marches  from  Parkness  to 
King's  ferry,  480.    Tories,  637. 

Newport,  R.  L,  flour  sent  to,  126. 
French  fleet  arrive  off,  406. 


Nice,  Cap.,  promoted,  515. 

NiehoUon,  John,  73. 

Nicola,  Col.  Lewis,  letters,  12,  77,  95, 
100, 108, 181,  262, 316, 358,  363,  378, 
378,  389,  391.  415,  469,  510,  516, 724, 
760.  Instruction,  422.  Corretpoa* 
dence  on  recruiting,  669^82. 

New  York  and  Vermont^  conlroTerty, 
88.  Letter  Gov.  Geo.  Clinton,  132, 
179.  British  fleet  at,  339.  Ill  treat- 
ment  of  prisoners  at»  619,  620,  660, 
663,  664.  Provisions  for,  621,  626b 
Intercourse  of  tories  with,  636. 

Northampton  Co.,  Indians  in,  238^ 
600.  Commr.  of  purehases,  30O,  317. 
Petition  from,  367. 

North  Carolina,  Utter  to  Gov.  Oaa^ 
well  respecting  a  prisoner,  191. 

Northumberland  Co.,  much  exposed, 
88.  Troops,  97.  Condition  of,  156, 
157, 167,  249,  568.  Scareity  of  pro- 
visions  at,  270.  Council  at,  deferred 
on  aooount  of  trial  of  F.  Hopkiaaon^ 
668. 

North,  CoL  Calebs  610. 


Oath  to  be  taken  by  Soldiers,  19U 
By  several  young  men,  333. 

Officers  petition  for  provisions,  8,  36, 
45,  67,  111,  290,  389,  410,  512,  622, 
569,  599,  610.  Appointments,  290, 
310,  607.  At  Fort  Pitt,  misunder- 
standing  between,  406.  And  priso- 
ners of  war  in  charge  of  T.  Bradford 
Comm'y,  93.  Names  of  Cols,  of  Bat- 
talions.  111.  Respecting  clothing, 
petition,  17,  116.    Congress  reeom- 

.  mend  suspending  appointments  ol^ 
142,  206.  Rank  of,  163,  409.  Duty 
of  CoL,  154.  SeUs  clothing,  161, 162, 
166.  Surgeons  propose  resigning^ 
168.  Clothing  for,  of  hoapital  and 
medical  staif,  185.  Pay  too  small, 
207,  722.  Rank,  232,  238,  729. 
Promotions,  246,  248,  264,  616.  Me- 
morial of  Pennsylvania  Line,  264, 
265.  Reoroiting  instniotions  to,  290. 
Petition  of  officers  in  favor  of  priao- 
ners,  61 0.  Rank  of  Governors  in  tiie 
field,  535.  Captured,  petition  in  Ik- 
vor  of,  610.  In  favor  of  prisoners  at 
New  York,  619,  620.  To  Assembly, 
693.  Galley  offioers  to  be  discfiarged, 
728. 

O'Neil,  Henry,  deposition  respecting 
attack  of  Indians,  627. 

Opinions,  J.  D.  Sergeant,  on  concealing 
taxable  property,  49.  Nicholas  Wain 
on  do.,  81.  Commissioners  of  Phila- 
delphia Co.,  80.  Of  James  Biddle, 
136.   J.  D.  Sergeant  on  British  Com- 
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iiii8«ioiis  to  CraUert,  395.    Of  Judges 

of  Supreme  Coort  on  sevroh  of  Tee- 

eeU  fur  French  sailors,  403,  412.    J. 

D.  Sergeant  on  right  of  Marshal  to 

sell  in  certain  cases,  498. 
Orders,  General,  from  Head  -Quarterf , 

696. 
Ostor,  Mods.,  ease  of,  890.    Asks  pass 

for  Frenoh  Vessels,  604. 
Ottendorf,  Mi^or,  oorps  oommanded  hj, 

62. 


P. 

Paine,  Thomas,  resolutions  of  Asembly, 
226. 

Papley,  Cap.,  97. 

Patton,  John,  oasts  iron  shot,  502. 

Pazton,    Upper,  diffiealty    respecting 
election  of  Justices,  101. 

Peale,  Charles  Wilson,  presents  a  por- 
trait of  Prest.  Wharton,  319. 

Peculations,  74. 

Peirt,  Beigamin,  family  talcen  priso- 
ners, 213,  222. 

Penet,  P.,  agent  in  France,  fhsees,  flag 
and  seal,  257. 
f         Penn,  John,  receires  papers  of  Secre- 
tary's office,  200. 

Pbhmstlyania. 
Boundary  between,    and   Yirginiay 
46,  56,  68,  91,  191,  285,  352,  488) 
516,  670,  713,  744,  746. 
Lands  belonging  to,  56,  91. 
Troops  surprized  at  Elicabetbtown 
and  Kewark,  103.    Drafts  for  money 
by  Congress,  104,  122,  197,  252,  256, 
820,    342,    402,    492.      Returns    of 
Troops,  110,  111.    Demand  on  Bd- 
mund  Physic  for  books,  records,  Ac, 
respeoUng  proprietary  Estates  now 
vested  in,  113. 

Lands  seised  in  Manor  T.  Lancaster 
County  said  to  have  been  purchased 
by  Mr.  Penn  at  Fort  Stanwix,  118. 
Soldiers  of,  in  Movlsn's  Reg't  128. 
Col.  Moyian  commends  4th  Regi- 
mentof  light  Dragoons,  184.  Account 
of  Taxes  from  Treasurer  U.  S.,  185. 
Intrusions  by  Virginia,  191.  Return 
of  Troops  under  Gen.  St  Clair,  220. 
Col.  Hay  of  10th  Regiment,  240. 
Capt  Alexander  of  7th  Regiment^ 
248.  Loan  of  field  pieces,  253.  Quo- 
tas of  10  millions,  255.  Guns,  Stand- 
ards A  Seal  ordered  in  France  by 
Agent  Penet,  257.  State  of  Pena 
Regiments,  271.  A  loan  authorizod 
by  Asa'y,  276.  Kew  State  proposed, 
280.  CaU  for  Militia,  294,  306. 
Quota  of  provisions,  294.  Agreement 
between  Virgiu  ft  Peana.  on. bound- 


ary question^  352,  570.    Commiss'rs 
on,  353,  569.   Embargo,  10,229,  261, 
263,  266,   333,  354,  433,  452,  609. 
Congress  ftirnish  Bxohange  on  min- 
ister to  Franoe,  391.    Money  asked 
of  Congress,  892,  895.  Volunteers  at 
Morristown,  394.     Asks  a  Bill  of 
Bxchange  from  French  Council,  397. 
James  Searle  sent  to  France  as  Agent 
to  procure  Loan,  &o.,  399,  514,  532. 
Pros.  Reed  complains  against  Com- 
mittee of    Congress — statement    of 
facts,  420.  Too  great  a  dependenoe  on 
for  supplies,  426.    President  Reed's 
statement  to  Congress  of  State  pro- 
ceedings and  demands  on  her  from 
first  to  last,  458-468.    Quota  of  sup- 
plies  demanded   by  Committee  of 
Congress,  472.    Virga.  confirms  line 
run  in  1779,  488,  516,i683,  713,  744, 
746.    To  draw  in  Continental  bills 
by  taxes,  534.    Rank  of  Governors 
in  the  field,  535.    Loan  office  certifi- 
cates for  bills  of  Exchange  to  be  sold, 
555.    Congress  oall  for  oattle,  556, 
560.     Revolt  of  Penna.  Line,  603, 
718,  721,  722, 723,  724,  729, 731, 734, 
736, 737, 744, 761.  Thos.  Smith  A  Rd. 
Bache,  appointed  by  Congress  to  sign 
Bills,  636,  639.    Proprietary  lots  of, 
wrong  opinion  respecting,  636.    Re- 
turns   of   Artillery  under    General 
Wayne,  647.  Names  of  officers  under 
Government  asked  for,  658.  State  of 
Treasury,  657, 662.    State  of  aooount 
with  Congress,  694.  Names  of  offleers 
in  Cap.  Porter  and  Simons  Compa- 
nies, 696.   Troops  of  Peuna.  Line  to 
join  Army  in  virga.,  737.    Against 
bringing   Convention  prisoners  to, 
745.     Assembly  grant   money   for 
raising  troops,  752.    Resolution  of 
Congress  respecting  convention  pri- 
soners from  Maryland  and  Virginia 
to,  753, 757,  768.  Resolution  of  Con- 
gress  calling  in  Continental  money 
comm'ee  of  Assembly,  757.  Estimate 
of  expense  of  convention  prisoners 
to  the  State,  758.    Estimate  of  sums 
necessary  for  payment  of  bounties  to 
General  Officers,  Ac,  758.   Col.  Proc- 
tor and  others  claim  Hog  Island, 
730,  734,  760. 
Pennsylvania  Line,  revolt  of,  603,  718, 
721,  724,  729, 731, 734,  736, 737,  744, 
761.     Memorial  of  officers  of,  264. 
Answer  to,  265.    Thanks  of  Presi- 
dent, 265.  Respecting,  603. 
Peters,  Rev.  Richard,  claim  for  lands, 

50. 
Petitions,  Elizabeth  Ferguson,  on  sale 
of  estate,    4.  Cap.  Irvrin,  8.    Officers 
in  CoL  Hazen's  Regiment,  44.    Lt. 
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W.  Ha««oB,  153.    Of  iabaUUiiii  of 

Hoithuiptoii  Co.,3S7.  Andrew  Long, 
M8.  James  Rowan,  673.  Officers 
in  behalf  of  the  prisoners  at  New 
York,  619. 

PeUity  Charles,  letters  to  and  from,  104, 
143, 146,  342,  406,  614.  Defendants 
on  State,  107,  311,  22^  224,  820, 
014. 

Pbilada.— Dinner  by  Freneh  minister 
to  Pros,  and  Gonneil,  45.  Barracks 
in  need  by  U.  8.  ont  of  repair,  61. 
Troops  expected  fbr  quarters,  65. 
Lett«r  of  Gomm'rs  to  Council  on  eon- 
eealing  property  from  Taxation,  80, 
81.  Commissioner's  letter  on  Taxes. 
80.  Wardens  to  remore  watch  flfom 
Conrt  honse  to  gnard  prison,  117. 
flohnylkill  Bridge  seeared,  repairs 
to,  144, 186.  Andrew  Dos  appointed 
Comm'r  of  purchases  in,  154,  164. 
Barracks,  61,  161.  Library  Co.  ask 
to  bring  books  from  N.  York,  183. 
City  Battalions,  800.  Patrols  of 
Light  horse,  310.  Forage  yard  in, 
811.  SherilTs  office,  321.  Embargo, 
830.  Quantity  of  Bait  on  hand,  85. 
Prise  brought  into,  262.  President 
to  Merch'ts  on  Embargo,  266.  Wash- 
ington, Ao.  commends  patriotic  spirit 
of  the  Ladies,  361,  384.  Taxes,  881, 
City  Light  horse  to  march,  470. 
Amount  raised  by  Ladies  of— letter 
Pros.  Reed  toQen.  Washington,  471. 
Mrs.  Washington  on  her  way  to 
City,  471.  Of  N.  Rowan  as  Yendae 
Master,  578.  Sketch  of  duty  of  a 
police  officer  in,  582.  Frauds  at 
grate  of  the  gaol,  691.  Merchants 
of,  reject  application  of  Pres.  for  aid, 
704.  Quarters  for  Soldiers  in,  718, 
710.  Prisoners  in  Gaol,  723.  Sick 
Prisoners  in  Honse  of  Employ- 
ment, 725.  Board  of  War  apply  for 
use  west  wing  of  State  House,  727. 

Philadelphia  Library  Co.,  ask  to  bring 
books  from  New  York,  183. 

Philips,  Cap.,  and  11  men  killed  by 
Indians  in  Bedford  Co.,  488. 

Phyle,  Doctor,  on  merchandise  In 
French  vcflsels,  547. 

Physic,  Edmund,  demand  for  the  pub- 
lic books,  respecting  proprietary 
estates,  113. 

Pickering,  Timothy,  appoints  Col.  Sam- 
uel Miles  Deputy  Quarter  Master, 
499,  603. 

Piper,  Col.  John,  235,  278,  297,  302, 
819, 849,  488,  530. 

Pittsburg,  Delaware  Indians  at,  22. 
Troops  thrown  into  private  dwellings 
at,  by  CoL  Brodhead,  22, 119,  120. 


9wi  PStt.  a 

Garrisoa^  distraes,  554. 
Porter,  Cap.,  57. 
Potter,  Got.  James,  484,  561,  567,  689, 

699,  710. 

Potte,  Dr  Joh^,  letttt  to  on  Olothiag^ 
96. 

Powder,  aeareity  of,  434,  442. 

Powell,  Jeremii^,  Presideut  of  Masaa- 
ehusetts,  prisoner  earned  into,  254. 

Powell,  CoL  Leyen,  letter  from  Ken- 
tucky, 766. 

President  and  Council  haye  power  to 
discharge  Soldiers,  110. 

Prisoners,  5,  43,  93,  157, 163,  180, 188, 
191,  343, 368, 555,  723,  725, 726,  745, 
753.  Of  War  at  New  York,  distress 
of,  619,  620,  660,  663.  Proyislon% 
620.  Regulations  respecting  Smp* 
plies,  626.  The  Conyention,  to'  h« 
removed  from  Maiyland  and  Vir- 
ginia, to  Yorkiown  and  Lancaster, 
753. 

Privateers,  commissions  for,  608. 

Prises  and  priae  money,  262. 

Proclamations,  respecting  Yirg^Bia 
boundary,  63.  Of  Congreas  for  a 
Fast,  130.  For  apprehending  J.  A 
R.  Smith  murderers  of  Mr.  Boyd. 
244. 

Proctor,  Col.  John,  193,  217,  253,  28^ 
710. 

Proctor,  Col.  Thomas,  letters,  43,  57, 
76,  193.  CUunus  Hog  Island^  780, 
734,  760. 

Prothonotaries,  County,  58. 

Provisions,  8,  48,  65,  66,  69,  70,  74,  75, 
85,  86,  90,  94,  97,  146, 178,  198,  240, 
248,  251,  255,  260, 277,  285,  205, 300, 
301^  305.  Great  scarcity  in  Army, 
122, 132,  260.  Places  of  deposit,  170, 
260,  270,  287, 313,  317,  325, 328, 330, 
342,  354,  362,  364,  367,  371,  379, 382, 
383, 399, 425,  430,  432,  438, 439, 441, 
458,  471,  475,  477, 479,  480, 485, 494, 
505,  515,  522,  525,  626,  539,  648, 556, 
558,  560,  565.  Quota  of  supplies 
demanded  of  all  the  States,  472, 572, 
601,  603,  611,  629,  635, 652, 653, 661, 
697,  719,  720,  739.  Bendesvons  for, 
720.  Estimate  o^  necessary  at  diffe- 
rent posts,  631. 

Purchasers  of  flour,  to  exehanga  for 
Salt,  3,  51. 

Pnrdie,  CoL  562,  567. 

Purriance,  Samuel,  Jr.,  complaint  of 
condoot  of  seamen  on  I>dawar«,  644. 


Quemahoning,  T.,  petition  tnm,  letter 
CoL  Piper,  answer  t%  530. 
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Bmoooq  Greek,  IndiaoB  aiUck  a  Sngar 
Camp  OD,  140,  150. 

BawlingB,  GoL,  5,  38. 

Beai  Samuel,  attack  of  IndiaM  on  Oil- 
bert  and  Hert^  221.  SaTages,  222, 
227.  Tories  at  Water  Gap,  259. 
MiliUa,  IndUcs,  286,  560.  Troops, 
320,  S86,  592,  040,  683,  729. 

Seading^  priBoners,  and  soaroity  of  pro- 
Tiaions  at,  425. 

Reasons  for  not  building  a  house,  287. 

Beoordt,  pnblio,  318. 

Beeraiting,  72,  351,  363,  368,  382,  422, 
437, 439»  669, 682,  730,  732,  744,  745, 
758. 

Beed,  Pres't  Joseph,  letter  to  Oongrest 
on  dispensing  with  pari  of  the  sen- 
tence of  Goort  Martial  respeeling 
Gen.  Arnold,  99.  Letter  to  Nioholas 
Wain  on  oppressive  execution  of  Law, 
106.  On  power  with  Gonneil  to  dis- 
charge soldiers,  110.  Qen.  Brod- 
head  proposes  a  purchase  of  manor 
lands,  120.  President  deolines  being 
concerned^  150.  Thanks  to  officers 
of  miliUa,  265.  Asks  meeting  of 
Merchants,  266.  [See  Supreme  Ex- 
eoutive  Council.] 

Beed,  Migor,  116. 

Bein,  John,  606. 

Besignations,  597,  612. 

Besolutions  of  Congress,  86,  142, 173, 
175,  185,  195,  255,  256,  261,  272, 
285^  332, 346,  352, 391,  448,  519,  620, 
553,  603,  629,  635,  649,  687,  699, 
700,  724,  737,  749, 753, 761.  Assem- 
bly, 8,  14, 21, 276, 569, 570,  646,  657, 
685,  728,  729,788,784,  736,  738,  739, 
761,752,759,761.  General  Assembly 
of  Virginia  respecting  western  boun- 
dary, 862.    Of  Council,  608. 

BcYol,  Capt,  of  French  ressel  on  im- 
port merchandise,  546,  547. 

Beynolds,  John,  frauds  at  the  grate  of 
the  gaol,  690. 

Bioe»  Capt,  161,  163. 

Bice,  ForW  attacked  by  Indians,  561. 
Where  located,  567.    Attacked,  567. 

Bice,  Patrick,  letter,  33. 

Biche,  Mrs.  Anne,  {.aas  to  New  Tork 
refused,  141. 

Bied,  James  B.,  Ao.,  i5. 

Bisberg,  Gustayus,  flour  wanted,  300. 

Bittenhousc)  David,  a  Pennsylvania 
Commissioner  to  run  line  between 
Virginia,  353.  State  of  Treasury, 
657,  662. 

Boach,  Isaac,  boats  in  Delawave  Bay, 
254.    Prisoners  taken  by,  339. 

Boberdeau,  Gen.  Dan.,  claims  payment 
for  lead,  6. 


Boberts,  Jehu,  respecting   Estate  of 

John  R.,  296. 
Rodney,  Gov.,  of  Delaware,  letter  to,  10. 
Rowan,  James,  petition  to  be  Vendue 
'  master,  573. 
Rowan,  William,  SherifT,  instmotioBf 

respecting  executions,  23. 
Ryan,  Lt.  Gol»,  his  pay,  656. 
Ryan,  Oapt.  Michael,  371,  582. 


St.  Claif,  Gen.  Arthur,  76,  103,  168, 
297,  374,  397,  516,  537,  608,  670, 
671,  672,  673,  674,  675,  676,  678, 
680,  690.  At  Elizabethtown,  103. 
Return  af  Pennsylvania  troops  under 
hin\,  220.  Unsuccessful  with  the 
mutineers,  701,  721,  723. 

Sailors  elope  from  French  vessels,  347, 
350,  366. 

Salt,  scarcity  o^  4,  13,  24,  28,  84,  85u 

Sappers  and  Miners  Co.  proposed,  37. 

Scalps,  premiums,  Ac.  offered  for  In- 
dian, 167,  172,  176,  180,  283,  301« 
369,  393,  568,  592. 

Schott,  CapL  John  Paul,  letter  and 
history  of,  24,  158,  16L 

Schuyler,  Fort,  370. 

Schuylkill  Bridge  secured,  repairs  to, 
144,  186.  Men  engaged  in  cutting 
masts,  on,  for  French  fleet,  540. 
Order  of  Monsieur  Holker,  540-543 
550,  671.  Wood,  618.  ToU  at 
Bridge,  618. 

Schuylkill,  Little,  murders  by  Indians, 
529,  532. 

Scott,  Thomas,  63,  81,  280,  713. 

Scott,  William,  365,  379,  382,  408,  444, 
524,  531,  623. 

Scull,  Major  Edward,  369,  655. 

Scull,  Nicholas,  Surveyor  General,  95, 

Scull,  William,  Surveyor  applies,  94. 

Seals  representing  the  ArmB  of  the 
State  ordered  in  Paris,  267. 

Searle,  James,  agent  to  Europe  for 
loans,  Ac,  introduced  to  John  Adams, 
399.  Letter  at  aea,  514.  From  Brest, 
532.    To  be  sustained,  625. 

Selin,  Capt.,  153,  161,  171. 

Sergeant,  Jonathan  D.,  letter  to  and 
from,  5.  Opinion  on  concealing  tax- 
able property,  49,  303.  On  British 
Commissions  to  cmiaers,  395.  Sale  of 
articles,  498.  Resigns  as  Attorney 
General,  612.  Fonn  of  Commission, 
613. 

Servants  inlisted  to  be  paid  for,  730. 

Shinn,  Bertliss,  (a  suspicious  person,) 
638. 

Shippen,  Joseph,  Jr.,  books  and  papers 
belonging  to  Seoretaiy's  oiBce,  200. 
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SfaippMK,  Dr.  WUUmi,  leetnvM  on  Aa- 

atomy,  64^. 

Bhoemaker,  Josepb,  depositloA  of,  645. 

Shrawder,  Gapt,  161. 

Slavery,  act  for  aboliahiog  passed,  72t). 

0maUman,  Tho'B,  parohasei  island  bo- 
low  Fort  Pitt,  696. 

Smith,  Col.  Abraham,  44S,  491,  622. 

Smith,  CoL  Gaorgo,  rospocttnglMAntyi 
52. 

Smith,  CoL  Matthew,  on  Indian  mnr- 
ders,  23,  249,  370,  417,  613,  671. 

Smith,  Richard,  eomplains  of  a  magis- 
trate, inimioal  to  the  Methodistey 
740. 

Smith,  Lt.  CoL  Robert^  militia  flnea, 
536. 

Smith,  Thomai,  on  state  of  ft^ntien, 
proposes  mode  of  defence,  114^  Ap- 
pointed by  ConsA'ess  to  sign  bills, 
636,  639. 

Smith,  William,  mnskets  arriyed,  415. 

Snowden,  Isaao,  Treasurer,  667. 

Snows,  deep  on  mountains,  120,  162, 
156. 

Soldiers,  oath  fo  be  taken,  291 .  Raised 
by  subsoription,  669.    Pay  of,  739. 

Spies,  698. 

Springfield,  N.  J.,  enemy  near,  808. 

Standard  ordered  in  France,  257. 

Steele,  Arohib'd,  letter  to,  41. 

Steelman,  James,  634,  648. 

Stevenson,  Geo.,  Letters  to  and  Arom, 
60, 107,  141.  Lays  olaim  to  town 
land  in  Tork,  732. 

Stenben,  Baron,  military  plans  of,  226, 
270,  642. 

Stewart,  Charles,  provisions,  578,  698. 

Stiles,  Joseph,  repairs  of  arms,  139. 

Stirling,  Lord,  314>  698. 

Stokeley,  Cap.,  210. 

Stroad,  CoL,  Jaoob,  respeotiDg  batta- 
lion, 9.    Indians,  176, 188. 

Sallivan,  Gen.,  Is  complained  of  for 
making  appointments,  426. 

Sunbnry,  floor  ordered  to,  310.  Mur- 
ders by  Indians,  341.  German  bat- 
talion called  from,  474.  Indian 
mnrders  near,  613,  629.  Distress  of, 
611. 

SupBEm  Exncunvn  Cowcil. 
Active,  agents  of  sloop,  209.  Adams, 
John,  399,  663.  Admiralty,  642. 
Agents  for  eonflseated  eetates,  736, 
760.  Allen,  Ira,  88.  Amberson, 
William,  487.  Amer«  Philosophical 
Society,  186.  Antes,  Frederick,  219. 
Armstrong,  Gen.  John,  8 1, 152,  243, 
699;  636.  Armstrong,  William,  34. 
Assembly,  280,  600,  625,  666,  686, 
687,  758.  Atlee,  Col.  Samuel  J., 
216,  241,  250,. 306,  333,  335,  351, 
423,  437,  438,  469,  484,  624,   680. 


Atlee,  Judge  WillUm,  M 134-  Audi- 
tors of  soldiers'  acconntf,  762. 
Baily,  James,  390.  Baker,  Hilary, 
Jr.,  720.  Balllet,  Lt.  CoL  Stephen, 
664.  Baynrd,  Hon.  J.,  247.  Bedford, 
InhaUtanU  ef,  749.  Blaine,  Bpk- 
raim,  13,  260,  304,  478,  480,  494» 
666,  677,  603,  680,  646.  Blytbe, 
Beiu.»  96.  Board  of  War,  6,  8,  38, 
39,  43,  67,  74,  98, 110, 122, 132,141, 

163,  169,  161,  166,  176,  181,  221, 
248,  269,  308,  343,  425,  4:^2,  434, 
436,  436,  442,  463,  467,  471.  478, 
486,  498,  505,  606,  607,  666,  609, 
649,  652,  664^  673,  676,^679,680, 
681,  600,  601,  611,  682,  689,  722, 

727,  728,  739,  747.  Boyd,  CoL  A., 
12,  823.    Boys,  Capt  Nathan,  228» 

728.  Bradford,  Thomas,  97,  60IL 
Bradford,  William,  Jr.,  621,  666, 
726,   730,  760.    Brodhead,  Colonel 

.  Daniel,  22,  88,  106,  109,  120, 140, 
149,  197,  210,  217,  246,  249,  300, 
878,  613,  616,  636,  568,  666,  688, 
696,  640,  743,  766.    Bull,  Col.  John, 

164.  BnUer,  CoL  Riehard,  607, 
741,748.  B«aer,Lt  CoL  WiUiaii, 
747.  Butler,  Col.  Zebnlon,  638. 
Campbell,  Thomas,  86.  Caswell, 
Richard,  Gov.  N.  C,  191.  Chaloner 
and  White,  248.  Chambers,  CoL 
John,  820.  Circular  of  Congress, 
277.  Clarkson,  Matthew,  (manhall,) 
498,  500.  Claypoole,  James,  IIZ, 
821.  Clinton,  Got.  George,  132, 
179.  Clnggage,  Hi^or  Robert,  278. 
Coats,  CoL  William,  43.  Colonels 
of  Battalions,  111.  Colonel  of  City 
Battalion,  309.  Commissioners  for 
procuring  flour,  84.  Commissioners 
of  Philada.,  80.  Commissioners  of 
purchases,  277,  441,  720.  Com- 
mlssionerff  for  purchase  of  salt,  4, 
24,  28.  Commissaries  of  supplies, 
287.  Commissioners  of  Taxes  of 
Berks  county,  124, 133, 138.  Com- 
missioners of  Virginia,  91.  Com- 
mittee of  Assembly,  787, 768.  Com- 
mittee of  Congress  at  Camp,  266,  • 
298,  816,  865,  404.  Congress,  20, 
86,  87,  98,  99,  186,  142,  199,  202, 
203,  229,  263,  299,  826,  840,  848, 
849,  375,  419,  429,  468,  617,  629, 
660,  68S,  690,  606,  608,  636,  68i, 
657,  762,  719,  722,  723,  744,  761. 
Coogress,  Committee  ot,  68,  289, 
281,  337,  838, 856, 366.  ConoUy,  Dr. 
John,  104.  Cox,  CoL  John,  406. 
Davis,  David,  382,  458.  Dean,  Jo- 
sepfa,  712,  734.  Do  Corny,  Mens, 
E.,  383,  416.  Delegates  in  Congress, 
9,  47,  61,  160,  ill,  361,  892,  494^ 
643,  703,  722,  745,  757.    Delegates 
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of  Oomiectlett  bt  Congresi,  111,  113, 
711.  Dmnj,  Dftvia*  Ac,  490. 
Beshler,  B.  and  C,  800,  53fi^  697, 
711,  721.  DtekiDson,  Oenl.  Phile. 
mtn,  7S6.  Dos.  Andrev,  154»  413. 
Dauie,  Jamee,  M8,  65iK  Dv  Por« 
tail,  GenL,  87. 

Bokart,  Valentin^  529.  Bdwards, 
CoL  Thomaf,  m,  288.  Blder, 
Jo8ha«,  101.  BUaworth,  Hon.  OH- 
r9T,  201.  Brwin,  Capt  Joseph,  79. 
BapT,  Darld,  102.  Byre,  Utt^ot 
Bei^  Q^  144. 

Farmer,  Col.  Lewis,  52,  706.  Fer- 
guson, BUsabetli,  4.  Ferris,  Owen, 
229.  Hower,  Col.  Beiri.,  26.  Franks, 
Dayid  S.,  611,  617. 
Geddee,  Capt,  49.  Gillespie,  George, 
481.  Goyett,  Wm.,  ft  Wm.  Geddea» 
78.  Greene,  GenL  Kathaniel,  150, 
165,  881,  426,  475. ' 
Haifa,  Henry,  704.  Hale,  Thomasu 
112,  115.  ?Hall,  DaTid,  and  H. 
Fisher,  216.  HaH,  Charies,  54, 
118,  194.  HaUer,  Henry,  83,  417. 
426,  480.  Hamilton,  WlUiam,  590. 
Hand,  'GenL  Bdward,  155,  184,  420. 
Hannnm,  CoL  John,  244,  824.  Har- 
mar,  Col.  Joseph,  188.  Hart,  John, 
750.  Hart,  Joseph,  826,  827,  856, 
503,  528,  717.  Hayes,  John,  Jr., 
817.  Haielwood,  John,  652.  Hasen^ 
Col.  Moses,  !105,  645.  Hfisler, 
Daniel,  Jr.,  697.  Henry,  CoL  Wm., 
80»  207,  809,  380,  423,  662,  667,  685, 
780,  754,  761.  Hewitt,  Thomas,  528. 
Hillegaf,  Miohael,  408,  492,  493. 
Hodgdon,  Samuel,  174, 746.  Holker, 
Hona.,  F.  C,  11,  90,  94,  134,  147, 
148,  347,  350,  865,  366,  396,  402, 
545,  550,  552,  571,  756.  Hopkinson, 
Franeis,  241,  245, 490, 667.  Howell, 
Jacob  8.,  247.  Hubley,  CoL  Adam, 
512,  755.  Hnbley,  John,  83,  895, 
586.  Haflhagle,  Miehael,  569.  Han- 
ter,  CoL  Samuel,  29,  157,  166,  189, 
205,  869,  898, 567, 632,  717.  Hnston, 
Lt  W.,  158. 

Irvine,  GenL  James,  669,  664.  Ir- 
vine, GenL  Wm.,  103,  206,  225,  232, 
238,  245,  409,  511,  512,  570,  578, 
648.  Irwin,  Capt  John,  771.  Irwin, 
CoL  Samuel,  637.  Irwin,  Thomas, 
fto.,  137. 

Jaokson,  David,  544.  Jefflerson, 
Thomas,  Gov.  of  Virginia,  196.  641. 
Johnston,  CoL  Franots,  410.  Jones, 
Rev.  David,  752.  Jones,  Thonms, 
Jr.,  303. 

Knox,  GenL  H.,  253,  849,  859, 
726.  Krieder,  Conrad,  435,  489. 
Eueher,  Christopher,  289,  324. 
Ktthn,  Adam,  585. 
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Laeey,  GenL  John,  505,  508,  526. 
Lanetot,  Godfrey,  65 L  Lane,  Wil- 
.-  liam,  MO.  Leaiy,  Dennis,  531.  Lee, 
Maj.  Henry,  Jr.,  56,  67,  457,  477, 
599.  Lae,  Thomas  Sim,  Ck)v.  of 
Maryland,  830,354,482,483.  Lewis, 
William,  281.  Liemtenanii  of  ooon- 
ties,  72^  387,  454,  476, 519.  Living, 
ston.  Gov.  Wm.,  189,  874,  576,  624, 
685,686,648.  Loohrey,  Col.  Arehi- 
bald,  42,  77,  282,  290,  818,  405. 
Longhead,  James,  567*  Lvts, 
Mioholas,  201,  801,  818,  842,  857, 
867,  899,  417,  488,  474.  Loieme, 
Chevalier  de  la,  868,  448,  540,  542. 
614.  Lynderaiood,  OoL  Mlehael, 
280,  286.  Lyon,  Sammel,  489.715. 
MeOalester,  CoL  Biohard,  16.  Me- 
Oalla,  William,  212,  661.  Medeao, 
Archibald,  14,  126,  144,  781,  745. 
MoClenaohao,  Blair,  8.  MeGnire, 
Matthew,  766.  MoLaae,  Cant  Allen, 
258.  McLene,  James,  61.  McKean, 
C.  J.  Thomas,  178,  284,  298,  831, 
403,  597,  649,  650,  664,  657.  Mo- 
Mullen,  William,  282.  MoPhersoa, 
Mi^or,W.  617. 
Maelay,  WiUlam,  156, 171.    Mana. 

?:er8  of  Honse  of  Bmployment,  725, 
26.  Marsteller,  CoL  Philip,  51, 
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